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Assessment of Issues for this quarter:  Issues important to our 
community are gleaned from Lions Club, law enforcement, business 
owners, city/county/state employees, politicians, other media, 
Facebook and Twitter postings, conversations with community 
members at community concerts, special events and other functions. 
 
 

Section I. Issues. 
 
A. Education: Issues relating to Public School education and community 
college in our community and other educational opportunities. 
 
B. Public Safety: The discussion of traffic, weather, and community safety 
in our area. 
 
C. Government: The discussion of policies related to our government both 
statewide and local issues.  
 
D.  Agriculture: The many issues relating to Agriculture including 
government programs and regulations. 
 
E.  Quality of Life:  Issues relating to the overall health and living 
conditions of our community. 
 
 

Section II. Responsive Programs 
The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the 



above-referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out 
below. 

 
 
 
Education: 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Monday, January 5, 2015-Duration 8 minutes. Discussion with 
Kathy LaRue, Fort Morgan Chamber of Commerce. She discussed the new board that will take 
place this year, the new goals of the chamber and who is serving on the 2015 board. They will 
be building on the board and membership involvement and the annual membership meeting. 
There are several awards that are up for receiving awards and the membership is invited to 
vote. The annual home and garden show event is going to be pushed back to April and that 
should be accommodating to the weather and hopefully gain participation and vendor 
participation! 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 6-Duration 8 minutes. Discussion with Katie Barron 
Marketing Director with Morgan Community College. Spring semester is the main focus right 
now. Classes begin on January 19. High school students are encouraged to take classes at 
MCC as well for dual credits and begin a career track. Three new classes are being offered this 
semester-Cold War History, JR Tolkin-Roots to Boots and Sociology of Family Dynamics. These 
credits do go towards your degree and are transferrable to a 4 year college. MCC promise 
Financial Aid Award is for high school students. If you enroll at MCC the college will pay two 
semesters partially. The funding comes partially from the foundation and COF money and state 
aid. The CACE gallery will be getting back in the groove and will have new exhibits beginning 
this month. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 6-Duration 8 minutes. Discussion with Lynn Frank who 
is the Youth Coordinator with Eastern Colorado Workforce center (in Fort Morgan). Services are 
free to the public as the services have been covered by state taxes. They serve both job 
seekers and employers looking for employees. Additional information is also provided as in 
State wide employment information and training available. They offer access to a resource 
center to the public which allows them to look for a job-phone, internet, fax, training etc. They 
can also help you with creating a resume. There is a push in our county to keep/bring youth 
back into the county for work after college or school.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 27-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Ron Echoles 
Ft. Morgan Superintendent. He discussed the schools that had received maintenance upgrades 
over the past summer and what the plan was for the new building for the middle school. The 
contractor that will be working on the project was also there to answer any questions. The 
district will also have to re-route the current bus routes-which will affect the entire city for school 
bus schedules. If anyone has a question, the district is open to answering any questions, 



hearing comment or they are also directing people to their web site.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 30-Duration 8 minutes. Discussion with SHARE Alicia 
Ferrero and Jody Strauss. SHARE is a support system for domestic violence in the area. There 
is a 24 hour crisis center, adult and children support groups, court assistance, transitional 
programs etc. They help set goals to obtain a better more positive and stable lifestyle. They 
serve approximately 150 clients per year. They are funded from grant money and state funds.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 30-Duration 8 minutes. Discussion with Don Enniga, 
EMS coordinator at MCC. He discussed heart health. Typical age of heart disease and cardiac 
arrests have been documented in patients, it is not just in older people. The two are similar but 
definitely different issues.  Heart Attacks happen in the US every 34 seconds. Bad health habits, 
lack of exercise, poor diet they are all contributing factors of people having heart attacks. 
Symptoms can vary but can include. pressure in chest, short of breath, pain in neck, shoulders, 
arm, cold sweats. A-typical symptoms include pain in upper back or extreme fatigue. He 
discussed the survival rates of people and that 88% of sudden cardiac arrests happen at home 
so it is good to know CPR and contact 911 immediately.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 16-Duration 8 minutes. Discussion with Cheryl 
Sanchez and Courtney Mendoza from the Brush Chamber of Commerce. They discussed the 
upcoming Home/Garden/Business expo that will be happening on March 28 at the FMHS. This 
year the Chamber is hoping to involve more of the business community and include more 
businesses instead of the traditional home improvement/garden businesses. They also 
discussed the 97th annual luncheon that was held last week at the Steak Out. They feel that it 
was a success and that interest in the chamber is growing due to the increase of attendance.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 16-Duration 8 minutes. Discussion with Michelle 
Johnstone, Brush School District Superintendent. They discussed the goals of the district. The 
main goal is that they need to continue and increase the education of the students so they can 
compete in the world when they leave. They budget is also in a huge budget crisis-$7.8 million. 
The district can track the beginning of this budget problem back to 2009. After that, when a 5 
year plan was put in place they saw how large the problem truly is. The buildings are in terrible 
shape, and the programs and people are now in danger even though that has been the main 
since 2009. Some of the recent cuts include a district position cut and a bus route in town cut, 
and some of the staff cuts that are happening mid year are not being replaced. 6th grade will be 
moved to Beaver Valley beginning with the 2015-16 year. They are still looking at a 4 day 
school week would look like and if there is cost savings tied to this action. At this time, they have 
not made any decisions and will be surveying the parents and exploring additional options. This 
decision will be made by November 15.  
 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday March 10, 2015-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 



Kurt Warner, Fort Morgan Workforce Center. His position is tailored to assisted dislocated 
workers. This is someone that has lost their job due to no fault of their own and qualify for 
unemployment. They can be retrained to learn a new skill through education or trade school. 
They will be holding a job fair on April 30. It will be at the Morgan County Fairgrounds in Brush. 
It will be a youth and adults to help both groups that are looking to be hired. He also reminded 
job seekers to dress appropriately, bring a decent resume, show that you are fully prepared to 
be looked at.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday March 13, 2015-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
Katie Barron. She discussed the upcoming CACE events. Beginning March 20 the gallery will 
feature the Best of the Best -artwork from local students. They will also be working with Boulder 
Film Festival representatives. People will watch a film and learn how to review it. They are also 
hosting a concert on March 14 that is free to the public and begins at 7pm. The jazz ensemble 
will perform with the Rifters. Tax students have been helping local residents prepare taxes at 
the college-annual income must be less than $52, 000/year. She also recapped the MCC 
Foundation Gala. They grossed approximately $24,000 which go to support scholarships at 
MCC. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday March 17, 2015-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
Michelle Johnstone, Superintendent of the Brush School District. She discussed that she will be 
leaving the Brush area as of June 2015. She has been one of the longer staying 
superintendents that an area has had. She feels that a smooth transition will be put in place for 
all involved. She also discussed how the PARCC testing is replacing the now used TCAP test 
for students. It is a fairly new test and the district is just learning about the process. They are 
hoping that this will testing will be more aligned with what is needed to evaluate students better. 
The goal is to know that what is being taught is working. The test is a Federal requirement for 
participation. They also discussed that the school board is looking at how they would like the 
board meetings will be provided to the public. They started streaming the meetings a few years 
ago. The board also approved 6th grade to be at Beaver Valley beginning with the next school 
year. 
 
Public Safety: 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday January 16, 2015-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Burl Giffin, Colorado State Patrol. He discussed driving considerations for people. If the road 
looks wet and it is cold enough to see your breath, you are probably seeing ice on the roads, not 
just moisture. When you drive, you should be driving only. Stop sign areas are more of an area 
that people should be more alert with as those areas are more “polished icey areas”. If it is an 
area that you are suppose to stop or yield at and you are not able to do that, you will be the one 
ticketed if you are involved in an accident. With colder weather also brings out coats. When you 
deal with car seats and coats please be aware that coats do not allow for a snug fit for the child 
to be safe in the car seat. Take off the childs coat and put the child in their seat then pile a 
blanket on the child after they are in the seat and buckled safely. Children should be in a rear 



facing seat until they are 2 years old. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday January 21, 2015-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Roger Dahl, Fort Morgan Police Department. He talked about the survey that the department 
has available to the public. They are looking for how citizens feel about the PD, their safety in 
the community and any concerns they would like to share. According to the responses received 
so far, the FM citizens are currently feeling safe. The top concerns are drug use. He did report 
that meth use is slowly declining, the meth labs and production is down considerably and 
marijuana use is up since the new laws have taken effect. There is still a lot of education that 
needs to be shared with the general public about marijuana consumption/possession and the 
department will be attending several trainings on the laws. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday January 30, 2015-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Roger Dahl with the FM Police Department. He discussed the new way to teach children in 
schools about being aware of their surroundings. The “old” way was to teach ‘stranger danger’ 
and now it is more Charlie Check First. This method teaches children to let people know where 
they are going before they leave the yard or go with someone. He also discussed the movement 
for police to be wearing body cameras. The FMPD has now put this policy in place and will wear 
them while on duty at all times. They are also attempting to provide good customer service by 
the officers.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday February 20, 2015-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
Burl Giffin, Colorado State Patrol. He discussed a recent accident that happened which reminds 
us all to be very careful when driving. At night and day time driving, people have a tendency to 
take their focus off of their driving and can drift into oncoming traffic, or off the side of the road. 
When drivers use technology devices when driving it makes it difficult for everyone they share 
the road with. He also discussed the Colorado State Patrol Youth Academy. If there are 
students interested high school counseling offices have the information that students need. The 
academy is free to students and they will experience training that most new CSP recruits go 
through.  
 
 
 
Government:  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 12-Duration 11 minutes. . Discussion with Monty 
Torres, City of Brush Admin. He updated the listeners on various things happening in Brush. 
Hospital road is finishing up. They have just a few concrete parts and patches left to do. It has 
been annexed into the City from the County which frees up the county from maintenance and 
allows the city to take care of that. The 4th phase of the downtown street project has been put 
out for bid again and there has been response from contractors. This will reconstruct 2 blocks of 
the downtown area and drainage to a new storm water storage pond. They are also going to be 



working on the water and sewer lines in Muns addition and the undeveloped land on the North 
side of Brush to make that new land shovel ready for new businesses.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 15-Duration 11 minutes. Discussion with Kari 
Linker-Nation, MCEDC. She discussed the growth of business in Morgan County. There has 
been a little die-down in the oil and gas industry in our county but it is still moving forward and 
very strong. They are working on trying to get developers for additional housing in the county 
and gain broadband to attract new businesses that require that piece for their business. Kari 
also reported on the unemployment number (4.3%) for the county which also reports across the 
state pretty good. They are also working on how to work with other business partners to join all 
employers, housing development, broadband etc to create and maintain growth. Sen. 
Sonnenburg and Rep. Becker will be at the next Legislative Coffee at Cafe Lotus on January 26 
7am. This is open to the public for all discussion topics.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 26, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Jeff 
Wells, Fort Morgan City Administrator. He discussed the role the City of Ft. Morgan is taking 
with Cyber protection. There was a seminar hosted here in Fort Morgan last week. Many 
attended from around the area and other states. Federal Energy Regulations has incorporated a 
plan for municipalities to remain safe if they experience a power outage for more than a day. 
They just finished the first round of annexing in land on the South side for the new school and 
some private residential home development. There is 160 acres that they are dealing with. The 
City is also watching the water usage/storage for the area. They want to make sure that our 
area is adequately supplied for now and the future. Ag is extremely important for Colorado and 
we need to keep it in Morgan County. They are also looking at the futures of electricity and 
where the city will be able to get it and what the financial impact will be for our communities. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 10, 2015 -Duration- 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Senator Corey Gardner. They discussed how the FCC is attempting to regulate the internet. 
This will fall under ‘Rule 2’ which will allow the internet to be treated like a public utility. This is 
being lead by the President. This would put certain restrictions on providers, control and restrict 
how dollars are able to be used in certain areas-rural communities especially, which would 
create a loss of dollars to the rural areas, increase in cost to users and loss of control. They also 
discussed the US budget and how it is economically unsustainable. The congress is concerned 
about the interest rates being one of the highest paid budget items in US history. The new goal 
is to grow the economy, eliminate programs that are not necessary and wasteful, take into 
account the things that are needed and if there are no changes made we as a country will be 
broke.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 27, 2015 -Duration- 10 minutes. Discussion with Jim 
Zwetzig, Morgan County Commissioner. They are currently looking at the sustainability of the 
county and what their struggles are mainly are with employees. They have not been able to 
provide raises, health care costs are on the rise, and because of that they continue to defer 
maintenance in areas until the resources are available. They do have some capital projects that 



they are going to attack. One is a bridge that is north of Hilrose that is in terrible. There is also a 
few other bridges that will need to be looked at as well on the West and East side of Morgan 
County. Jim also reminded people to recycle their electronics at the landfill, there is a small fee 
involved. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 5, 2015 -Duration- 10 minutes. Discussion with Fort 
Morgan Mayor Terry McAlister. They discussed the construction that is happening across from 
the Hampton Inn. It is undecided what type of business will be going into that location. He also 
reminded listeners that with the coming of Spring and nicer weather, kids will be out and about 
and sometimes do not look when they cross the street and that is driver safety. The City will be 
doing the annual Spring Cleaning project too. FM residents (only) can clean up their yards, 
garages and homes and that additional trash will be picked up by the trash crew. There are 
restrictions on what they will and will not take, please contact the city for a list of things that 
should not be set out because the trash crew will not take them. 
 
Agriculture:  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast - Duration January 22,  minutes. . Discussion with Daniel French 
and Larry Hoosie, Morgan County Conservation District. They discussed the diversity of crops 
that are grown in the area. They grow organic hops and Colorado is a great market for hops and 
apparently there's a shortage. The annual banquet is coming and will be scheduled for February 
or March, hopefully with Sen. Gardner as a special guest. They offer a fencing grant to local 
farmers. These are available to control prairie dogs, weeds, or damage control to the land. The 
conservation department offers a tree program to help farmers/ranchers with wind breaks. They 
also offer planting supplies and assist in what knowledge you need to get the job done right. In 
order to qualify, you must live in Morgan County and have at least 2 acres. March 15 is the 
deadline, pickup is April 9. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast - Duration  February 6,  8 minutes. Discussion with Emma 
Mortensen and Amber Stratman with the Brush FFA. They covered their experience at the Stock 
Show this year and what they learned while they were there. They will also host an oyster fry 
and member auction on March 7 at BHS. This is one of their biggest events of the season. 
During school time they are learning different shop techniques such as welding, shop safety, 
and woodworking projects. With the member auctions the students have an opportunity to learn 
several different jobs and experience the local community and help out.  Emma is a FFA State 
officer and she has enjoyed traveling around the state putting on different workshops. Rich 
Guggenmous with CSU Extension office also joined them and promoted the MAster Gardening 
class that they will be putting on Monday nights. It is a 12 week class 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast - Duration  March 12,  8 minutes. Discussion with Cara Hard, she 
spoke on a recent experience she was able to do because she was a  4-H member. She spent 
3 months in Germany and Finland each. In Finland it was summer so the weather was night and 
the daylight ranged from 23-24 hours a day. She stayed with a family that operated a dairy farm 



and another family that was involved in forestry.  
 
 
Quality of Life: 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 6, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
Courtney Mendoza and Emily Faulk who is a new employee with Centennial Mental Health. She 
is the manager the Regional Operations Manager. She will handle the clinical side of things and 
work with partners in the communities that Centennial serves. In Fort Morgan there is two 
buildings that Centennial occupies. They have grown and are proud that they can offer so many 
services to the community. They will also be offering training on an on going basis to the staff. 
They have 40 employees that cover the central region including case managers, clinicians, 
managements etc.  Emily will be working closely with the staff to make sure that they are getting 
what they need to fulfill their work load and a long term goal is to look at integrated care. This 
will include wrapping school, work, housing...etc all as a service to clients.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 7, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with April 
Kendal Director of Inpatient services and Angie Baughman, Director of All Patient services for 
East Morgan County Hospital. They discussed the completion of the expansion and how 
patients have been moved into the new hospital part. The OB department is not currently in use. 
They are looking to hire additional people in the OB department and additional CNA’s. EMCH 
has 16 new private rooms in the new pat and 2 new rooms for EICU for critically care patients.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 19, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Ron 
Prascher, Brush Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber would like to have a retail fair for the 
businesses of Brush/Morgan County area. They are planning a marketing study for the area to 
see what is lacking. The chamber is looking to provided information to provide information on 
what is available in the Brush area to purchase. The chamber is also working on a plan with the 
Sands Theater to remain open after the current owner is not willing or able to continue. The 
community is also looking for things to make them unique and stand out as well as attract 
visitors to the area. The annual banquet is Tuesday, January 27. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 28-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with County 
Commissioner Laura Teuge, Steve Enfate and Carolyn Kopetsy with the Emergency 
Management. Resients are encouraged to re-register their information with the county to ensure 
you are notified with the new system. All residential phone numbers are automatically 
registered. The system is designed to notify the entire area as a whole and then the follow up 
calls will follow the path of the storm. You can be notified via cell phones, text or email. This will 
include people that are traveling through the area. Laura also discussed the control of weeds in 
the area. It is important that area residents work with the county, DOW and CO highway people 
to keep the weeds under control.  
 



Morgan Matters- Broadcast on January 28-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Sandy Engle. 
She invited listeners to their annual Health Fair. This year it will be held on Saturday, February 
14 from 7am-11am at the Fort Morgan High School. The public is encouraged to stop by the 
hospital the week prior for a pre-draw. That way the results are ready for health fair goers to pick 
up and have read at the fair by a health provider. They can also get questions answered and 
see if they should make an appointment with their regular provider. Pre draws are available with 
no appointment Monday -Friday Feb. 9-13 between 6am-8am. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on February 2-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Sue Sabis, 
Hospice of Northern Co, Dr. Shawn Thompson, Valley View Villa and Marilyn Ford, Eben Ezer 
Lutheran Care Center. They discussed how long term care facilities and Hospice can be very 
helpful for families and the patients when they work together. They patents can actually have 
the ability to stay in a facility and receive Hospice services along with the 24 hour nursing care 
at the facility. If anyone is interested in becoming a volunteer for Hospice or at one of the long 
term facilities, they are always looking for those additional people.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 2, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Ron 
Prascher, Brush Chamber of Commerce. Ron previewed the upcoming Ag Appreciation Dinner 
on March 14 Trent Loos will be the speaker. The chamber will be attending a DCI meeting in 
Denver this week. They will be hosting a Marketing 101 on March 30. This is the first of four 
series the chamber will be hosting throughout the year. Businesses from NE CO will be invited 
to attend this as well. The four committees of the chamber will also be meeting with the Main 
Street group on March 18 for additional training to improve our chamber. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 3, 2015 -Duration 9 minutes. Discussion with Kortney 
Mendoza, Regional Director and Jennifer WIlcox, Youth Manager with Centennial Mental 
Health. They are working on doing some team building activities in the community. They want 
people, business partners and other area businesses to know about Centennial and think of 
them first. 
The Youth Case Manager is a new position that is meant to provide youth and young adults 
added support on independent living and life skill. The goals they work on can include education 
goals, employment goals and is a voluntary program.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on March 4, 2015 -Duration- 8 minutes. Discussion with Susanna 
Spears and Wendy Danielson with East Morgan County Foundation. They came in to promote 
the upcoming Prairie Rose Affair. This will be the second fundraiser that EMCH Foundation puts 
on.The Spring affair will be called ‘The Prairie Rose Affair’. It will be more informal than the fall 
affair. It will be more informal and focus on highlighting the agriculture and farming side of our 
area. They will feature a chuck wagon meal, whiskey tasting and music by The Riff Diggers. 
Their Fall affair will be held in October and the theme is ‘Lost in the 50’s’. The spring affair will 
be $35 per person with a portion being tax deductible.The proceeds will go towards EMCH’s 
expansion project that was recently completed as well as helping to fund new OB equipment. 
 



Morgan Matters- Broadcast on Friday March 9, 2015-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
John Brennan, Public Information officer, City of Fort Morgan. He discussed the road work on 
the railroad crossing on Sherman. He also discussed the city’s cleanup plan that will begin 
March 20. Recreation for area youth is under way. The City is taking registration for the youth 
programs on their website. The City also has been very successful at securing grants and they 
are hoping for more community involvement to see where the community would like the Fort 
Morgan area to become. The City is happy to announce that the baseball fields will be open for 
play this summer. He also mentioned a few of the upcoming programs that are happening at the 
Library and at Quail Dunes golf course 
 
 


