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Assessment of Issues for this quarter:  Issues important to our 
community are gleaned from Lions Club, law enforcement, business 
owners, city/county/state employees, politicians, other media, 
Facebook and Twitter postings, conversations with community 
members at community concerts, special events and other functions. 
 

Section I. Issues. 
 
A. Education: Issues relating to Public School education and community 
college in our community.  Building the new Middle School.  Start of school. 
 
B. Public Safety: The discussion of traffic, weather, and community safety 
in our area, seasonal weather and safety issues.  
 
C. Government: The discussion of policies related to our government both 
statewide and local issues.  Economic development activity and sales tax 
collections. 
 
D.  Agriculture: The many issues relating to Agriculture including 
government programs.  
 
E.  Quality of Life:  Issues relating to the overall health and living 
conditions of our community.  
 
 

Section II. Responsive Programs 
The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the 



above-referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out 
below. 

 
 
 
Education: 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  July 7, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Courtney 
Mendoza and Brad Harris. They covered child behavior and expulsion issues that some kids 
deal with. They look at relationship, behaviors, social and emotional development and how the 
child and family interact together and with the school. They cover all of Northeast Colorado. Last 
year there was 5-7 referrals. Early childhood care and assistance is from ages 0-6. They do 
have a continuous program plan that children can keep going after the age of 6. They are 
hosting a training at the FM Library on Monday July 13. It will be a brown bag lunch.  
 
Morgan Matters- Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  July 20, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. 
Discussion with Cindy Warner. Hospice of Northern Colorado. She talked about how their 
patients are receiving care from them for a much shorter time frame. That has lead them to do 
more conversations and education with families and physicians on end of life care. They have 
started with a nationwide project to have good conversations with the public on how to have 
advance directives, wills, and how to understand end of life care. 
 
Morgan Matters- Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 4, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. 
Discussion with Centennial Mental Health-John Steinbaum, Clinical Coordinator for Youth and 
Family services and Courtney Mendoza, Executive Director. They have freshened up their logo 
and are updating their website. John spoke about what his programs do for families and assess 
needs in the area. His background is in therapy and has been with Centennial for a little over 2 
years. They have a program that is new is called 1-2-3 Magic. The idea behind this is to provide 
parents tools to overcome tantrums and become  better parents and have good relationships 
within their family. 
 
Morgan Matters- Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 4, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. 
Discussion with Ron Echols, FM Superintendent. He discussed the completion of the new 
Middle School which will be complete in the fall of 2016. The district was gracious enough to 
pass a bond to upgrade elementary school issues such as bathrooms, water and sewer lines, 
etc. They are also involved in understanding the housing problem for new families, teachers or 
staff members. They are looking at redistricting the area and always improving the education of 
the students of the FM district.  
 
Morgan Matters- Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 4, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. 
Discussion with Katie Barron, Morgan Community College. They are still accepting registration 
for Fall Classes. They awarded scholarships in the amount of over $1,14, 000 + for this year, 



students are encouraged to apply. There is a new CACE display for the public that relates 
poetry and artwork. There will be a workshop available for both on Sept. 12. The next display 
will be of tech-no art forms. It will open on later in September. 
 
Morgan Matters- Morgan Matters- Broadcast on September 15, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. 
Discussion with Dr. Bill Wilson, Superintendent of the Brush School Dist. They discussed 
enrollment being up which helps with money coming into the district from the state. He still 
wants to continue to inform the community on how the legislature. This allows for informed 
decisions to be made with elections, and for the community to also understand why and how the 
school board proceeds in decisions that are being made.  
 
Morgan Matters- Morgan Matters- Broadcast on September 15, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. 
Discussion with Burl Giffin, Colorado State Patrol. It is Child Safety Seat week. It is 
recommended that infants ride rear-facing until 2 years of age. After that your child should ride 
until a 5 point harness system until you are 40-60 pounds which then you transition into a 
booster seat. Parents should watch how the seatbelt cuts across the child for safety and do not 
let your child put the shoulder harness behind them.  
 
Morgan Matters- Morgan Matters- Broadcast on September 24, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. 
Discussion with Faye Barnhardt, A Caring Pregnancy Resource Center. They provide 
counseling to women that have become pregnancy early or have had an abortion. They serve 
women in their teens to age 30. Appointments can be made or walk ins are welcome. 
Volunteers are welcome and trained to meet the certifications required. Faye is new to the area 
and has worked with other Pregnancy Resources in other areas. Morgan County did see a 38% 
drop in early pregnancy since taking their program into the school systems.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  September 28, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Toast Masters Club member. They discussed how they would to grow the club and how their 
club benefits people because they provide skills that will help to improve public speaking skills. 
The club members rotate through speech presentations to the group as a whole and “grades” 
the presenter to assist them in how they present, flow of speech, clear speaking pattern etc.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  September 30, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Cathy Shull, Board member of Caring Ministries of Morgan County. She talked about the recent 
troubles that C.M. has been facing and decline in donations. While donations is a seasonal flow 
in and out, things lately seem to be more difficult. They have recently lost their director and are 
operating with volunteers and 2 (main) part time people. The board has decided that a retreat 
would be a good idea to set some goals, plan on what they would like to see for the future, 
financials, the store and its purpose and possibly moving to a new location. They currently serve 
18-25 families per day and consider themselves a hand up, not a hand out. They also assist 
with emergency needs of the community and are currently working with other resources in 
Morgan County so they are not duplicating services our community needs. 



 
 
Public Safety: 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  July 17, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Jim Crone 
Morgan County Sheriff. They discussed the water levels for the South Platte. The water was 
predicted to reach 21’ in Morgan County but it was scaled back to just under 19’ and we have 
reached it at this point. We will have some of the snowpack runoff that will come down the hill 
but most of the flooding is because of the rainfall that we have received and ground saturation. 
There is a bunch of property damage and basement flooding as well as crop damage this is 
different that what we experienced in the county with the flood of 2013. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  July 23, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Dr. Tony 
Capillo, Department of Health. He discussed public safety and health when it comes to the 
plague and tularemia. The symptoms are similar to the flu and are bacteria based so they can 
be treated by antibiotics. Most times people pick up the disease by discovering dead animals on 
your property and not properly disposing it. Most of the time people contract the bacteria 
through airborne distribution. He also discussed west nile and now is the heavy, active time for 
mosquitoes. If you are taking precautions to keep yourself safe, wearing deet and not leaving 
standing water around your property you should be ok. Only 1% of the population has the 
severe strain of the virus. Questions can be answered by calling the Northeast Colorado Health 
Department or visiting their website. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  September 1, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with 
Centennial Mental Health. Courtney Mendoza, Director and Phil Villero, Therapeutic Mentor. His 
job is to build relationships with youth in the area. They work with them on stuff that is tough for 
them and that they are working through with therapy. He partners with them and then assists 
them to learn tools to overcome their trouble and see that there is others struggling with the 
same issues. There will be another seminar on suicide prevention on September 12.  
 
 
Government:  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on July 16 -Duration12minutes. Discussion with Morgan County 
Economic Development Corporation Exec. Directive, kari Linker-Nation. She discussed the 
growth happening in our area. Colorado has now itself, along with the metro area, has become 
the leader in economic development across the nation. MCEDC has a revolving loan fund that is 
available to businesses. In 2006 this began in the office. It helps businesses to begin a business 
and become successful to help grow the area's economy. It can also be used to grow an 
existing business and add additional people to their organization.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on July 31 -Duration12minutes. Discussion with Terry Jarrett. 
Author of an article Clean Power Plants. He is a commentator, former commissioner in MO, he 
is also a consultant and attorney. He discussed what is happening with the plan for 



environmental and cutting the carbon emissions by 30% by 2030. The article was published 
most recently in real clear politics, as well as local newspapers. The plan as proposed causes 
several problems for consumers. It also will increase costs to the the general consumer and 
there is liability that comes with this. Legislation and the current President is not in agreement 
with how coal plants will run. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 10 -Duration12minutes. Discussion with City of Brush 
Administrator, Monty Torres. He discussed the newly acquired addition to the City -the golf 
course. They have begun to remodel different areas of the course and the club house. They 
have discovered several issues that need to be addressed to bring things up to code. The goal 
is to have a full functioning restaurant as well. Oktoberfest is also quickly approaching. The City 
is partnering with the Chamber again and the festivities will take place on Saturday, September 
26 in downtown Brush.  
  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 20 -Duration12 minutes. Discussion with Kari Linker 
Nation, M.C.E.D.C. She discussed that a new business is moving into the Wiggins area. It is a 
great addition to the county, Oregon Jerky has begun retrofitting the building which was a beef 
building. They are looking to fill 25 jobs immediately and it could expand into 70 jobs. Hopefully 
it will expand into a retail business. Also, Best Western Plus is also opening in Ft. Morgan soon 
in the old Fort gas station area. It will be a nice addition to our area. They also have properties 
in Sterling and Nebraska. There should be some new development in the Brush area this year 
as well which is exciting for our county. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 24 -Duration12minutes. Discussion with Jeff Wells, Fort 
Morgan City Manager. He encouraged people in the area to pay attention to what is happening 
around them with water, gas, health and wellness, farming, natural gas…. It is important to start 
planning for the future. How we plan for paying for things in the future is key. They also had a 
few new officers sworn in last week and have been updating the wastewater treatment plant to 
help save costs.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 10 -Duration12minutes. Discussion with Lisa Northrup 
and Ron Schaver, City Council members for City of Fort Morgan. The council approved a new 
Economic Development department/marketing department within the City of Fort Morgan. This 
will help the City to market the area and provide a spokesperson for the community. They are 
currently looking for someone to fill the position. They also spoke about the Fall Harvest Car 
Show Sept. 18-20. They are also looking at expanding the disc golf course that is in the City of 
Fort Morgan. Sept. 14-20 week has been proclaimed as City and Towns week for FM.  
 
 
 
Agriculture:  
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on July 24, 2015-Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Jim 



Zwetzig, Val Loose, Jody Meyer and Jason Frasco-Morgan County Fair Board members. They 
highlighted the Morgan County Fair for this year. The shooting sports banquet was held last 
night. Several local kids are headed to state. The general consumer science judging is going to 
be held on July 29 throughout the day. The actual fair dates are July 31-Aug 6. The community 
is invited to come and enjoy the exhibits, Ag olympics and community dinners as well as the Jr. 
Livestock sale on Aug, 6 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on July 27, 2015-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Jeff 
Rasmusson, Farm Service COC. They talked about how it is important to producers to nominate 
dedicated people to sit on this board. Nominations are open until Aug 3. Nomination forms are 
available on line. There are 3 LIA seats open in Morgan County. They also discussed CRP 
grass extensions for those farmers who are interested in a 1 year extension. This deadline has 
been set for Aug. 15. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 31, 2015-Duration 10 minutes. Julie Elliott, Colorado 
State University. She discussed wheat harvest and virus issues and fungus issues. If a farmer 
has infected wheat, they could suffer a 100% loss. It is important to clean the seed and treat 
your seed with certified treated seed before planting because farmers will not know that the 
wheat is infected until they cut the wheat and then the infection virus will spread. Farmers 
should also check for Mosaic Perle mites. This will also infect the fields and kill the crop. Perle 
mites can jump and fly with the wind to infect newly planted wheat. If you treat the existing crop 
the new crop should be safe 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on September 4, 2015-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with 
Janice Dixon, CSU Extension Office. They discussed the Morgan County Fair State winners and 
those who have qualified for Nationals. There was 12 from our area. They will also have some 
upcoming events that will be hosted at the fairgrounds to allow families in the area that is 
interested in learning about 4-H. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on September 29, 2015-Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Tyler 
and Megan from The Fort Morgan High School FFA chapter. They discussed how they were 
going to attend the state convention this year. It will be a great learning experience for all that 
attends. Oct. 17 will be the FFA chapters hired hand auction and oyster fry. It is the largest fund 
raiser for the club during the year. They have 100 members and will auction off each member at 
this event. Throughout the year they also will attend leadership conferences, speaking contests, 
other fundraisers, and state convention.  
 
Quality of Life: 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on  July 6, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Laura 
McConnell, East Morgan County Library Director. They are going to have a reception for 
outgoing Director, Deb Johnson and the completion of the Carnegie Library remodel. This room 
is the original library that is now available for meetings or small group gatherings. This will be 



held on Friday, July 24. The library offers free wifi throughout the inside and outside of the park 
as well as e-book checkouts.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 12, 2015 -Duration 10 minutes. Discussion with Jim 
Crone, Morgan County Sheriff. He spoke about how busy the department has been over the 
past few weeks. They have a couple new employees, lots of calls and have been doing some 
training. One thing that is new for the jail and those who work in that area is the people that are 
in jail are dealing with more mental health issues. This causes more challenges to the building, 
other inmates and staff. They do work with Centennial Mental Health to help deal with these 
issues. He discussed that what they see the most is how drug and alcohol effects on people 
especially when families are exposed and there is long term health issues.  
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on August 27, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Dan 
Scalise, Brush Balloon Festival and Andrea Spressor, Brush Vintage and Antique Bliss. These 
events are going to both happen in Brush Sept. 12 and 13. The Bliss is just beginning this year. 
on September 12 and balloon festival is both days. They are looking for more vendors to offer 
farmers produce, upcycled goods and homemade crafts. It is designed to be like an open street 
market. The 2015 Balloon festival is going to have a flea market, fishing derby, petting zoo and 
entertainment throughout both days available to the public. Balloons will launch at sunrise and 
they will offer balloon tethering and a balloon glow in the evening. 
 
Morgan Matters- Broadcast on September 8, 2015 -Duration 12 minutes. Discussion with Cara 
Dreagert. She talked about the JDRF Sneaker Stroll annual event and this year, they will have a 
5K color run. Proceeds go to help with research towards juvenile diabetes. The event will be on 
September 27. JDRF is a charitable foundation and the largest around. The Sneaker Stroll was 
started by Cara and 2 other local moms that have children with type one diabetes. In the time 
they have run the event in Morgan County they have raised $60,000.  
 
 


