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QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning January 1, 2015 

Ending March 31, 2015 

 

 

Station KSCW is a CW Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in the M-F and Sunday 7am Morning Newscasts and the 

rebroadcast of the daily KWCH 10:00pm newscasts, Monday through Sunday, 

ranging in length of 45 seconds or more address community issues.   

 

 

News stories carried in the M-F 4pm and M-Sunday 9pm Newscasts ranging in 

length of 45 seconds or more address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime – Reports on criminal activity throughout the entire viewing area as well as the 

rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just a few of the stories that were 

included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Connecting with the all members of the community and serving their 

specific and special needs is important in a diverse culture. In Wichita, as in most 

communities, there is a need for the public and private organizations to contribute money, 

time, and services to important issues, organizations, and causes within their community.  

As a public medium, we carry a responsibility to let the community know about 

important causes that are worthy of public support.  

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education – Coverage of educational issues in the viewing area including the various 

school districts, higher education facilities, and communities. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest are aired regularly in  

newscasts to keep viewers informed of the latest in  Environmental technology, 

treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - In Wichita, as in most communities, there is a need for public 

awareness of certain public and personal safety issues, and as a public medium, it is our 

responsibility to help ensure that a message is disseminated.  

 

Politics – Coverage of the issues and decisions by city, county and state government can 

affect them.     
 



 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 
Program    Day   Time 

 

Eyewitness News This Morning  M-F & Sunday  7:00-9:00am 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

Eyewitness News @ 4pm   M-F   4:00-4:30pm 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

The Brett & Sierra Show  M-F   4:30-5:00pm repeats 1:30am 

This is a locally produced  show hosted by Brett Harris and Sierra Scott who highlight local events, 

entertainment, shopping, dining, arts and fun things to do with family and friends in Wichita and across 

Kansas. 

 

Eyewitness News @ 9pm   M-F   9:00-9:30pm 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

The Catch it Kansas Show  Fridays August - May 11:00pm 

This is a locally produced live sports program that recaps the local sporting events at the High School level. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Mon-Sun  1:30am – 2:00am 

Rebroadcast 

KSCW rebroadcasts the M-F 10:00pm News Program produced by KWCH. This is a locally produced live 

news programs that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related stories. The issue responsive 

program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

TouchVision News  Monday – Friday  4:30am-5:00am 

TouchVision guides viewers through the world of national news in a style that is rich in compelling video 

while offering a different perspective than traditional newscasts. TouchVision goes beyond the daily news 

to explore what is new in the world of Money, Business, Entertainment Technology and Lifestyle Trends. 

 

AG am in Kansas   Monday-Friday   6:00-6:30pm 

AG am in Kansas is the only locally produced half-hour agriculture show on television in the state of 

Kansas.  At AG am in Kansas, the on-going mission is to tell Good News stories about the people, places 

and things relating to Agriculture in Kansas.  Kansas farmers and ranchers provide food to people 

worldwide while taking great care of the animals and land entrusted to them. The show is produced in 

coordination with Kansas State University's Research and the Extension Department. 

 

AgDay    Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00pm 

AgDay is a syndicated daily half-hour television program presented in magazine format focusing on 

agriculture news, agribusiness, and country living. It is hosted by Clinton Griffiths. 

 

Face The Nation Page 2  Sunday   10:00am 

The second half hour of the weekly CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

Public Service    All Days   Any times 



 

 

KSCW broadcasts local and national public service announcements of varying lengths throughout its 

broadcast schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on one subject.  



 

 

Features in Newscasts M-F & Sunday 7:00 – 9:00am 
 

The Doctor Is In – Monday 

A doctor from Wesley Medical or Via Christi answer viewer’s medical questions.  They 

also has advice for keeping healthy between doctors’ visits. 

  

Legal Counsel – Wednesday 

Lawyer Charlie O’Hara is here to answer legal questions.   

  

Features in Newscasts Monday – Friday  4:00 – 4:30pm 
 

Klose-Up:  Topical interview segments about topics/issues in the community.  Cindy 

Klose interviews the newsmakers. 2-3 times a week. 

 

Talk Now:  Daily segment that poses a question to the viewers on Facebook/Twitter.  

Comments used on the air, in a crawl and fullscreens. 

 

Work It Out:  Weekly segment with Jenn Bates featuring a new workout, exercise trends, 

interviews with trainers etc. 

 

The Playlist:  Biweekly segment with Emily Deaver.  Once a week she talks about new 

albums, music news etc.  The other day she features a local (or visiting) musician (in 

coordination with the morning's Listen-Up segment) 

 

The Reel:  Weekly segment with Shane Konicki, featuring preview or review of 

upcoming or now playing movie. 

 

Features in Newscasts Mon – Sunday 9:00-9:30pm 

 

Daily FactFinders: Different topics every day 

 

Consumer Alert:  Segment that warns of scams, 2-3 times a week.   

 

Roger That: Roger Cornish gives a unique take on quirky people and entertaining stories 

that get our attention. 

 



 

 

 
Additional Special programming  

 

Sun 3/15 9:35-10:05pm Eyewitness Sports Special: Road to the Final Four 

The Eyewitness Sports Team will recap the NCAA BB tournament team selections highlighting Kansas 

and Wichita State Universities. 

 

Tue 3/24 9:35-10:05pm City of Wichita Mayoral Candidate Forum Encore 

Eyewitness News Anchor Michael Schwanke moderates the forum with candidates Jeff Longwell and Sam 

Williams.  

 



 

 

KSCW FIRST QUARTER 2015 
 

CRIME 
 

1/1/2015                  7am 

Breaking overnight, police are looking for a person of interest after a New Year’s Day shooting. Police in 

Winfield were called to the Hot Shotz Bar just before 1:30 this morning.  They say a man was shot and 

killed.  Police spent most of the night interviewing eye witnesses.  K-b-i is on scene.  Police have not 

identified the suspect or victim. 

 

1/3/2015                  9pm 

In the crime watch, a clerk at this Verizon phone store was tied to a chair.  As a robber made off with 50 

smartphones from the store.  It happened in the 600 block of south Greenwich overnight.  Police say the 

suspect had a 9 millimeter handgun with him.  The clerk was able to call 9-1-1.  He was not injured in the 

robbery. 

 

1/4/2015                  9pm 

The latest now on the officer involved shooting in Wichita.  That left a 23-year-old man dead last night.  

Wichita police say there was a verbal confrontation between john Paul Quintero and two officers.  Just 

moments before police shot him.  This is a picture of the man who was shot and killed.  Last night at 6-45 a 

9-1-1 call came in for a disturbance with a knife on Oliver.   When two officers arrived, they found 

Quintero and his dad in a suv parked in the driveway.  His dad... The driver... Complied with officers and 

got out of the car.  While Quintero, became confrontational with police.  Investigators say he was 

belligerent and refused to put his hands up or on the car.  That's when one officer tased him, and the 

officers called for backup.  The Taser had no effect and Quintero took a step toward one of the officers.  

According to police, the second officer saw Quintero reach toward his waistband and that's when she fired 

two shots.  Quintero was taken to the hospital where he later died.  The officers involved are 3 and 4 year 

veterans of the Wichita police force.   Both have been placed on paid administrative leave which is standard 

in cases like this.  So far no weapon has been recovered from the scene. 

 

1/5/2015                  4pm 

A man accused in a Winfield shooting death appears in a Cowley County courthouse today.  Timothy Boyd 

is charged with second degree murder.  Police say he shot and killed Derrick Higgins at Hot Shotz bar on 

New Year's Eve.  Detectives are still interviewing witnesses.  They say they have a lot of work to do 

because there were so many people in the bar at the time of the shooting. 

 

1/6/2015                  8am 

The investigation into the deadly officer involved shooting in Wichita will now be handed over to the 

district attorney's office.  Yesterday the police announced they will not comment on the case any longer and 

are referring all questions to the d-a.  The investigation centers on the death of john Paul Quintero.  He died 

Saturday night after he was shot by a Wichita police officer.  Police say they responded to 9-1-1 calls from 

a home near central and Oliver - which Quintero threatened to stab three family members.  Quintero's 

family admits- he was drunk during the altercation- but they question whether police used a gun too soon.  

The family has confirmed they are talking to attorney Benjamin crump who represented Trayvon Martin's 

family.   

 

1/7/2015                  7am 

New this morning, officers continue searching for a suspect in a robbery.  Police say Picasso’s pizzeria in 

the Delano neighborhood was robbed last night around 9:15. They say a man dressed in all black, wearing a 

batman movie style joker mask walked in and demanded money.  Officers are hoping to locate video of the 

robbery. 

 

1/8/2015                  4pm 



 

 

The state attorney general's office sues a New Jersey company... For a scam involving more than 300 

Kansas schools.  The a-g says "Robert Armstrong" claimed to be with "scholastic school supply". And send 

false invoices for textbooks to 317 public schools.  For books the schools never purchased...and didn't get. 

We called the Wichita district, which says a couple of schools did receive letters, but administrators didn't 

fall for it.  The lawsuit asks for Armstrong to pay 634-thousand-dollars for violating the Kansas false 

claims act. 

 

1/9/2015                  7am 

She's charged in the death of her 10 year old son, and now we know Lindsey Nicole Blansett will have an 

evaluation to see if she's competent to stand trial.  Her attorney tells eyewitness news that he has reasons to 

believe she may not be.  Lawyers will meet again in three weeks to discuss the results of a mental 

evaluation.  Blansett is charged with first degree murder in the death of her son...Caleb. 

 

1/10/2015                9pm 

In the crime watch, a man asking for help with his car, then robs the Good Samaritan.  It happened early 

this morning in the 18-hundred block of south gold.  The suspect knocked on the victim’s door... Saying he 

had car problems.  When the victim opened the hood of the car... The man knocked him to the ground.  

Another man then joined the attack.  They took about 500-dollars in cash and property from the victim and 

got away.  Police say no arrests have been made. 

 

1/11/2015                9pm 

In the crime watch, a man is in custody. After police say he broke into a Wichita home around 4 this 

morning wielding a machete. There were five people in the apartment in the 200 block of South Hydraulic 

at the time.  They say the 24-year-old man was swinging the machete and swearing.  Then ran off before 

police arrived.  Police found the man and arrested him. 

 

1/12/2015                7am 

We'll ask Wichita police more questions today about that double homicide over the weekend.  It happed 

Saturday morning in the parking lot of "the place" near harry and Oliver.  2 people were killed, 2 others 

hurt.  So far, no arrests have been made.  We'll meet with police at 10 this morning to learn more. 

 

1/13/2015                4pm 

Wichita police arrest a man in a weekend shooting that left two dead.  29-year-old Ishmael Bryant was 

arrested on two counts of second degree murder, two counts of aggravated battery and criminal possession 

of a firearm.  Police say Bryant is a documented gang member.  They are not sure what led up to the 

shooting and they haven't recovered the weapon involved in the shooting.   Investigators say they are not 

looking for another suspect.  Two other people were shot Sunday morning. Both have been released from 

the hospital. 

 

1/14/2015                8am 

New this morning, police are still looking for at least three suspects after an armed robbery.  It happened at 

the food mart near 13th street north and Broadway.  All three men had bandannas over their faces.  Call 

Wichita police if you have any information. 

 

1/15/2015                9pm 

We continue to follow a story that was breaking news at six. One man is in custody, after police say... he 

robbed a credit union, led officers on a chase, then crashed into a yard and damaging a home. It started 

around five this afternoon... at the credit union of America in the 200 block of south ridge road.  After a 

brief chase... the suspect's car crashed into the yard of a home near 13th and Tyler.  The suspect was taken 

to the hospital. 

 

1/16/2015                7am 

 Take a look at this surveillance video from a pet store in Derby.  The owners of tales and scales say this 

man stole a python right out of its cage.  First trying to put the snake in his pocket, but when that didn't 

work, he put a container under his jacket with the snake inside.  The snake went missing about 3 weeks ago 

... And the owners of the shop say this man visited the shop about a week before, driving an unmarked 



 

 

white work truck.  Here's a look at the missing white blue-eyed python.  If you have any information, 

you're asked to call police.  You can also share the suspect's photo and the surveillance video on our 

Facebook page. 

 

1/17/2015                9pm 

In the crime watch, a man is recovering after police say he was beat with sticks at a Wichita dog park.     

Police say the 44-year-old man was walking through Chapin Park yesterday afternoon when a 30-year-old 

man approached him.  After a brief conversation, the 30-year-old man attacked him and beat him to the 

ground.  Two people driving by at the time scared the suspect off.  Police found the man on the other side 

of the park and arrested him.     The victim suffered several cuts to the face, but is expected to be okay. 

 

1/18/2015                9pm 

In the crime watch, Wichita police are looking for a person who robbed a convenience store in west 

Wichita.  Police were called to this presto gas station on west maple just after 9 last night.  The 23-year-old 

clerk told officers that a suspect came into the store and pushed him, took money and cigarettes and then 

left.     No one has been arrested. 

 

1/20/2015                8am 

In the crime watch, a man accused of robbery... is recovering in the hospital from stab wounds. Officers 

say... He broke into a home in western Sedgwick County and a fight started.   That's when the suspect was 

stabbed several times and left.  After that... He broke into another home and stole something.  Officers 

say... He then stole a car from a construction site where officers chased him.  The suspect was eventually 

arrested near central and Tyler.  He was taken to the hospital in serious condition for his stab wounds. 

 

1/21/2015                4pm 

Wichita police are looking for three people after a 15-year-old boy was shot LAST NIGHT.  It happened in 

the 2500 block of South Roosevelt.  The teenager told police he was confronted by three men and words 

were exchanged regarding his gang affiliation.  He said, one man pulled out a gun...  Another grabbed it 

and told the boy he was going to "smoke him".  The 15-year-old tried to leave, but was shot in the wrist and 

stomach.  He was taken to the hospital where he was treated and released. 

 

1/22/2015                9pm 

A Wichita man is charged with first degree murder. After the death of a 2-year-old girl this week, Avery 

Darnell died this week.  Her mother's boyfriend, who was with her at the time, told police she hit her head 

on a slide at Linwood park.  Police eventually determined the injuries didn't match the story.  33-year-old 

Sly Maples made his first appearance in Sedgwick County court today. He was charged with first degree 

murder and felony abuse of a child.  He will appear in court for a preliminary hearing on February 5th. His 

bond is set at five hundred thousand dollars. 

 

1/23/2015                7am 

A Wichita man is charged with first degree murder.  After the death of a 2-year-old girl earlier this week.   

Avery Darnell died this week. Police say her mother's boyfriend told officers he was with Avery at 

Linwood park when she hit her head on a slide.  Police determined the injuries didn't match his story.  33-

year-old Sly Maples made his first appearance in Sedgwick County court yesterday.  He was charged with 

first degree murder and felony abuse of a child.  He will appear in court for a preliminary hearing on 

February 5th.  His bond is set at five hundred thousand dollars. 

 

1/24/2015                9pm 

A man tries to rob a woman at gunpoint outside a Wichita restaurant.  But she's able to fight him off.   

Police say a 21-year-old woman was getting out of her car at the Wendy’s near central and west street 

around 6-45 last night  in west Wichita.   A man got inside her car through the passenger door.  He pointed 

a gun at her and demanded money.  The woman used a stun gun on the man.  The man was able to hit her 

in the face with his gun... But then ran off.   Police say the woman suffered a broken nose, but otherwise 

minor injuries.  No arrest have been made 

 

1/25/2015                9pm 



 

 

Wichita police are looking for three men who broke into a home armed with bats and clubs.  It happened 

just before 8-30 last night near 21-st and hillside.  Police say five men kicked in the door with a family of 

six inside.  Two family members began fighting with the men ... That's when three of the suspects drove 

off.  One of the suspects was taken to Saint Francis with injuries.  Another was arrested on aggravated 

burglary and aggravated battery charges. 

 

1/26/2015                7am 

In the crime watch this morning, Wichita police are looking for. Three men who broke into a home armed 

with bats and clubs. It happened just before 8-30 Saturday night near 21-st and hillside.  Police say five 

men kicked in the door with a family of six inside. Two family members began fighting with the men ... 

That's when three of the suspects drove off.  One of the suspects was taken to Saint Francis with injuries. 

Another was arrested on aggravated burglary and aggravated battery charges. 

 

1/27/2015                9pm 

An officer is hurt after being dragged by a car.  Authorities say a Wichita police officer was responding to a 

disturbance call last night near harry and old manor.  When he arrived at the scene, he found a twenty-eight 

year old man and smelled marijuana coming from his car. The suspect got out of the car but shortly after, 

jumped back in and drove away, ignoring the officer's commands.  The officer tried to grab the man as he 

sped off and ended up being dragged about fifty feet.  The suspect's parents returned him to the scene... 

Where he was later booked for battery and drug charges.  The officer was not seriously hurt. 

 

1/28/2015                4pm 

Wichita police arrest a man on second degree murder charges in connection with a shooting in December. 

Officers arrested the 19-year-old after questioning him in the death of superstreet Khatiya.  Police found 

Khatiya in the street after a holiday work party last month.  He had been shot several times. This is the third 

arrest in the case.  Police are still looking for a *fourth* suspect.  An arrest warrant has been issued for 

Ismael Peña for second degree murder. 

 

1/30/2015                7am 

The man whose daughter died after he left her in a hot car could be sentenced today.  Seth Jackson pleaded 

guilty last year to involuntary manslaughter.  He could spend the next two and a half years in prison.  

Prosecutors say it was about 90 degrees out when Jackson left his ten month old foster daughter inside his 

car, buckled in her car seat.  Court documents say Jackson was watching t-v inside his home, when the 

sound of a baby crying on t-v reminded him of the girl.  Prosecutors say Jackson was high when his child 

died.  He was initially charged with first degree murder which could have meant 20 years to life in prison. 

 

1/31/2015                9pm 

In the crime watch, 40-thousand dollars’ worth of cell phones... IPad and electronics are stolen from a local 

business.  It happened at this a-t-and-t store on Kellogg overnight.  In order to take the items, the armed 

robbers tied two store employees up with zip-ties.  And made them lay on the floor.  This is the second case 

like this to happen this month.  What's puzzling to police about these cases is that most of these electronic 

devices that have been stolen are track-able. But none of them have surfaced.  Wichita police are still 

looking for the suspects.  The employees were able to get up and call for help.  No one was hurt during the 

robbery. 

 

2/1/2015                  9pm 

An Ark City man... Who was shot last night near Winfield remains in critical condition. The man was 

found in his truck last night around 6:30 by Cowley County deputies. The man told the deputies he had 

been shot.  He was flown to a Wichita hospital with critical injuries.  The k-b-i is helping with the 

investigation. 

 

2/2/2015                  7am 

A 45-year-old man continues recovering after he's shot by police.  The Pratt police department was called 

to the scene of a disturbance Saturday night.  Police say they found Bradley Verstraete in the street with a 

large hunting knife and axe handle.  Officers say he refused to drop the weapons.  One officer tased him but 



 

 

they say he continued charging at them and threatened to kill them, so an officer shot him.  K-b-i is 

investigating.  Both officers involved are on paid administrative leave.      

 

2/3/2015                  4pm 

Jury selection continues for a second day in the murder trial of Daniel Perez.  Perez is accused of drowning 

Patricia Hughes in 2003.  He wasn't arrested until nearly a decade later, when an eyewitness came forward 

telling police she was a child when she helped stage the death.  Investigators say Perez led a Kansas 

commune, and collected life insurance pay-outs from dead members.  Perez is also charged with sexually 

assaulting two girls under 15 who lived at the compound.  If convicted on all charges... Perez could face 

life in prison. 

 

2/4/2015                  9pm 

The murder trial of this valley center man is underway.  Opening statements were held this morning in the 

trial of Daniel Perez.  He was arrested four years ago and charged with murder, rape and fraud.  In 

connection with the death of Patricia Hughes in 2003.  Her drowning was originally classified as 

accidental.  But a witness later told police it had been staged.  Perez is being held on bond of more than two 

million dollars.  He faces up to life in prison if convicted. 

 

2/5/2015                  7am 

The man accused of killing this Wichita woman.... has made his first appearance in court.  Sabryna 

Guerrero Newman's body was found last Friday... Hours after she had been reported missing.  Darnell Hall 

was officially charged with second degree murder in connection to her death.  He also faces three weapons 

charges.  Hall is expected to be back in court February 19-th.  His bond is set at one million dollars. 

 

2/6/2015                  4pm 

A man accused in the deaths of four people in Ottawa Kansas could get the death penalty if convicted. A 

judge made the ruling today. 29-year-old Kyle flack Ottawa is charged with murder and rape. Two men, a 

woman and her 18 month old daughter were found dead near Ottawa in 20-13. Flack's attorney argued the 

death penalty should be banned because of "evolving standards of decency," -noting that 120 countries 

have rejected the punishment. The judge said his court has to follow precedent in Kansas. 

 

2/7/2015                  9pm 

Five people are dead. Some of those children. After a shooting in Georgia. This story was breaking news at 

6 on KWCH.  The youngest killed... Just 7-years-old.  It happened in a subdivision west of Atlanta.  And 

now, we're learning from authorities that the gunman was the ex-husband of one of the victims.  That's 

according to the CBS affiliate in Atlanta.  Deputies say the man shot 6 people before he killed himself.  The 

two victims who lived are children.  But again children are also among the dead.  At this time the motive 

for the shooting isn't clear. 

 

2/8/2015                  9pm 

Wichita police are looking for a suspect after Patricia’s on rock road was robbed.  Police say it happened 

last night around 9-20. The clerk says a man in his 20's came in and robbed the clerk at knife point. The 

suspect got an undetermined amount of cash, and ran away from the business. If you have any information 

contact the Wichita police department 

 

2/9/2015                  7am 

Police in valley center want to know who vandalized the "first church of god" on north ash.  Police say, 

someone entered the building over the weekend and tried setting several fires.  It is not known how many 

people may be involved.  If you have any information about the case - contact police. 

 

2/10/2015                4pm 

A Salina father will spend life in prison for killing his infant son.  28 year old Nicholas Corbin was 

sentenced after pleading no contest to first-degree murder in the baby's death in December 2013.  Police 

say his three month old son was abused and starved to death.  Corbin claims he and the child's mother did 

not know how to care for a baby and were both under stress when the child died. 

 



 

 

 

 

2/11/2015                9pm 

The k-b-i is investigating... After a Topeka police officer shot a person, officers say, was in a stolen car.  

Authorities say... The officer approached a vehicle that was reported as stolen.  Investigators say... The 

driver tried to grab the officer's service weapon and a struggle ensued.  Police say... The officer broke free 

and then fired his gun.  The suspect's injuries are not considered life-threatening. 

 

2/12/2015                7am 

A university of Kansas assistant men's basketball coach pleads guilty to a misdemeanor drug charge.  

Jerrance Howard was arrested last July according to the Peoria journal star.  It says he was ordered to pay 

almost 12-hundred dollars in fines and court fees.  He was also placed on six months court supervision that 

ends tomorrow.  Head coach bill self-told the Kansas City star that he first learned about the situation 

yesterday afternoon.  He says it will be handled internally. 

 

2/13/2015                8am 

Closing arguments will begin next week in the murder trial for Daniel Perez.  Perez is accused of first 

degree murder in the 2003 drowning death of Patricia Hughes.  Yesterday, Perez took the stand in his own 

defense and talked about the charges against him for the first time since his arrest in 2011.  Prosecutors say, 

Perez led a valley center commune and planned Hughes' death in order to get an insurance payout.  Perez 

faces other charges including rape and fraud.  If convicted on all 38 charges, he could be sentenced to life 

in prison. 

 

2/14/2015                9pm 

A Wichita hotel is robbed by a man with a shotgun at 2:30 this morning the man walked into the LaQuinta 

hotel on east Kellogg wearing a bandana.  He demanded money from the clerks, then ran off.  No one was 

hurt and no shots were fired. 

 

2/15/2015                9pm 

Jade, we know investigators are calling it suspicious.  I'm here at 69th street north and hillside.  Sheriff's 

deputies tell me a male's body is halfway between hillside and Oliver.  We can't see much more than a few 

deputy vehicles, some crime scene tape and lights in the distance from our vantage point.  Officers tell me 

they haven't gotten much closer for investigation.  They were waiting on the forensic investigators to come 

but officers are saying they are treating this as a suspicious death. They haven't told us much about the 

person who died... They haven't released the age of the individual, what he was wearing or what caused the 

death.  All we know is it is a male.  Officers say the weather will pose a problem.  Officers say there are 

some houses close by but it's not a neighborhood...it's a very rural area.  They say they're calling this death 

suspicious until they can get closer and determine if that needs to change. Devon will be there on the scene 

collecting more details.  We'll check back with her tonight at 10 on kwch 12. You can also check for 

breaking news updates on our website.  Kwch dot com. 

 

2/16/2015                4pm 

Closing arguments are set to begin tomorrow in the murder trial for Daniel Perez.  He's is accused of first 

degree murder in the 2003 drowning death of Patricia Hughes.  Last week, Perez took the stand in his own 

defense.  Prosecutors say Perez led a valley center commune and planned Hughes' death in order to get an 

insurance payout.  Perez is accused of other charges including rape and fraud.  If convicted on all 38 

charges, he could be sentenced to life in prison. 

 

2/17/2015                7am 

Closing arguments to start today in the murder trial for Daniel Perez.   He's accused of first degree murder 

in the 2003 drowning death of Patricia Hughes. Last week, Perez took the stand in his own defense.  

Prosecutors say he led a valley center commune and planned Hughes' death in order to get an insurance 

payout.  Perez is accused of several other charges including rape and fraud.  If convicted, he could be 

sentenced to life in prison. 

 

2/18/2015                8am 



 

 

A former Marion county sheriff's dispatcher who also played "Santa" is accused of raping an 8-year old.  

46-year old Kenneth Newell was arrested last December. But Marion county commissioners just found out 

about his arrest Monday night.  The sheriff says... The county may have to continue paying 30-dollars a 

day... To keep him in a McPherson jail, because he knows too much about operations of the Marion jail.   

Newell faces 13 counts of statutory rape. 

 

2/19/2015                9pm 

A "Joyland" icon is headed back to its rightful owners.  And now, a convicted sex offender, already in 

prison, could face new charges for stealing it.  "Louie the clown" disappeared seven years ago.  Today 

Wichita police announced they found him in the basement of a man who used to work at Joyland - Anne 

Meyer found out this case could lead to more missing memorabilia.  This lion's head used to be a drinking 

fountain at Joyland.  It was purchased legally by the owners of the donut hole here on Douglas.  But police 

tell me - their investigation into Louie the clown's disappearance may lead to more stolen items from 

Joyland.  Take a look - here's the man who faces felony theft charges.  Damian Mayes is already in prison 

for sex crimes against a child. Plus police are also looking for a second suspect in this case.  This is home 

video of Louie the clown entertaining kids at Joyland - he was a fixture at amusement park for years, 

Michael Carmody was happy to hear that Wichita police finally found the famous clown.  Greg kite knew 

this find was coming.  Police told him, and the family who owns Joyland about a break in the case.  But 

what happens to Louie now is still unknown.  The donut hole on Douglas has several former Joyland items 

on display.  And owners would love to have Louie too.  In addition to the donut hole - the historic 

preservation alliance is also interested in Louie, botanica may be another option - because it is getting the 

Joyland merry go round, but again, that decision is up to the nelson family.  Thanks Anne.  This was one of 

the biggest stories on our website and Facebook page all day today.  If you'd like to join the discussion.  

Just head to Facebook slash k-w-c-h news. 

 

2/20/2015                4pm 

The district sent a letter home to Goddard parents today.  We have posted that letter online at kwch-dot-

com.  Just look for this story. 

 

2/21/2015                9pm 

A woman is arrested after threatening medical personnel with a large kitchen knife.  Wichita police say E-

M-T were transporting the woman to a hospital for medical reasons this morning, when the woman grabbed 

the knife from her purse.  Police arrested the woman at the hospital.  She was booked on felony possession 

of a dangerous weapon and aggravated assault. 

 

2/22/2015                9pm 

Wichita police say a man most likely acted in self-defense when he stabbed another man who was trying to 

rob him.  It was breaking news on eyewitness news this morning.  Both men suffered stab wounds during 

the incident and now one of them will face charges.  Emily griffin explains what happened. When Wichita 

police responded to an overnight stabbing just east of downtown, they found two men suffering from 

serious stab wounds... But, they didn't find them in the same place.   What originally came across as a 

"cutting call" quickly turned into an investigation of an aggravated robbery.  A 55 year man says he was at 

his house in the 2000 block of east second when he was robbed...and then stabbed.  Even after throwing his 

wallet and keys at the suspect, the two men got into a fight each stabbing the other.  But the suspect ran and 

it wasn't until police began their investigation that they were able to find him a short ways away.  Rushed 

immediately into surgery, the suspect survived but is still critical.  Police say he will face charges pending 

his recovery. Emily Griffin, eyewitness news. The victim was also taken to the hospital, but his injuries are 

non-life-threatening. 

      

2/23/2015                7am 

We could learn more today after a man is hospitalized following a weekend stabbing.  A 55-year-old man 

says he was at his house near 2nd and hydraulic when the suspect told him to give him everything he had.  

The man threw his wallet and keys at the suspect... But the two ended up getting into a fight, both stabbing 

the other.  The suspect ran off, but was found a short ways away.  The suspect is in critical condition, and is 

facing charges pending his recovery.  The victim was also hospitalized... But his injures are non-life 

threatening. 



 

 

 

 

2/24/2015                8am 

A Kansas teen accused of killing his mother and sister will go to trial. Sam Vonachen is accused of setting 

his Hutchinson home on fire 2 years ago.  His mother and sister died in the fire.  His father made it out 

alive.  During his preliminary hearing yesterday - prosecutors played a taped interview where Vonachen 

admitted to a detective he killed his mother and sister.  He will be back in court next week.  If convicted, he 

will be the youngest person in the Kansas prison system. 

 

2/25/2015                9pm 

The Sedgwick county sheriff's office is looking for this man... for questioning as part of a murder 

investigation.  Detectives want to talk with him about the murder case of Dale Childress.  His body was 

found earlier this month on 69-Th Street... between Oliver and Hillside near park city.  Officers are also 

looking for a dark colored 2001 to 2005 Buick Lesabre. 

 

2/26/2015                4pm 

Former Jayhawk and Wichita State transfer Conner Frankamp applies for a diversion in his dui case.  He 

was arrested last month for dui and other traffic-related charges.  Wichita police said the 19-year-old's 

breath test showed his blood-alcohol content was -point-186...that's more than twice the legal limit.  If 

granted a diversion, Frankamp could have to pay up 15-hundred-dollars in fees.  He's due back in court in 

April. 

 

2/27/2015                7am 

John is still looking for a stolen wedding ring. Just a year ago... Burglars broke into his home... and stole 

his wife's custom made wedding ring.   It has still not turned up.  We have photos of the ring up on our 

Facebook page.   Please take a close look and share them with your friends.   John is offering a 500-dollar 

reward for the ring... No questions asked. 

 

3/1/2015                  9pm 

That breaking news out of Haysville, where one person is critically hurt after a shooting earlier tonight.  It 

happened on east Lonna Street near Broadway and west 79th street.  Pilar Pedraza is live in the 

neighborhood with what we know right now.  One neighbor told me she saw police arrive.... She says they 

went running across the yard there with guns drawn.... You can still see the footprints in the snow.  At this 

time we know one man was shot in this home... And 9-1-1 dispatch tells us the shooting appears to have 

been accidental.  When emergency crews arrived... He was in critical condition.  No one I’ve spoken with 

heard any gunshots tonight.  And many in the neighborhood were worried about what this means for their 

safety.  Police have told them this incident is *not* a danger to others here. Neighbors say the man who 

owns this home is an avid hunter... And well known in this neighborhood.  At this time we don't know if he 

was the victim or not. 

 

3/2/2015                  8am 

We now know, the man involved in a shooting in Haysville has died.  It happened around 7 last night.  

Police were called to a home where they found a man shot.  The man was taken to the hospital where he 

died.  Police are now investigating what happened, but believe it may have been an accident. 

 

3/3/2015                  4pm 

Wichita police are looking for a gunman they say shot another man in the stomach while trying to rob him.  

It happened about 3-45 this morning in south Wichita.  Emily griffin was on scene as police began 

investigating.  It's back to business as usual for the Quik Trip at Hillside and Pawnee but early Tuesday 

morning police had the whole parking lot blocked off as they looked for evidence and reviewed 

surveillance video to try and figure out what led up to the shooting. Police say the men involved first came 

into contact inside the store.  Then, the victim went back outside and sat in the passenger seat of a car. It 

started as a verbal fight... And then got physical.  A driver in the victim's vehicle tried to take him to the 

hospital. The victim was shot in the stomach and remains in serious condition.  The driver of the car went 

back to the scene to be interviewed by police.  As part of the investigation, officers reviewed surveillance 

video from the store... And found it was all caught on camera, including the suspect’s car. Police are still 



 

 

looking for the shooter and say any information from the public could help.  Emily griffin, eyewitness 

news.  Police believe there was another man with the suspect at the time of the shooting.  At this time...they 

don't consider him a suspect in the case because they're unsure of his involvement. 

 

3/4/2015                  7am 

Breaking news, K-M-B-C in Kansas City is reporting that one person is in custody related to an officer 

involved shooting this morning in Kansas City.  We know an off-duty Wyandotte County sheriff's deputy 

was shot several times during a robbery.  K-s-h-b says the officer walked into a 7-11 in the middle of the 

robbery and was shot.  That officer is still in critical condition according to Kansas City media.  Police say 

3-4 people left the scene in a car but later ditched it.  Police are looking at surveillance video right now to 

get a good look at these robbers. 

 

3/5/2015                  9pm 

Three Kansas Sheriff’s offices.... are in a group suing the state of Colorado.  The lawsuit was filed today.  

Sheriffs say... Colorado's marijuana legalization... violates federal law.  The suit wants to stop the sale of 

marijuana.  It is still illegal in surrounding states.  And sheriffs in western Kansas say... they are having to 

devote more resources to catch drug traffickers as they leave Colorado. 

 

3/6/2015                  4pm 

The Kansas Supreme Court upholds all convictions for Adam Longoria.   In 2012, Longoria was convicted 

of capital murder, burglary and theft in connection with the murder of 14-year-old Alicia DeBolt in Great 

Bend.  He was sentenced to life in prison without parole, but appealed the ruling in September.      

 

3/7/2015                  9pm 

 Now an update from breaking news on *eyewitness news this morning*.  Wichita police are searching for 

two suspects.  After a shooting that sent one person to the hospital in critical condition.  It happened just 

after 11 last night.... In the 32-hundred block of north rock road.  Wichita police say three men were inside 

the cab of a semi-truck.  When two men carrying handguns and wearing bandannas got inside the truck.  

The two demanded money, but the victims began arguing with them.  That's when the suspects fired three 

shots ... Hitting one man in the leg.  The suspects ran off, and have still not been located. 

 

3/8/2015                  9pm 

New at nine, in Bentley, police and Sedgwick county sheriff's deputies are investigating a possible meth 

lab. The lab was found this morning around 10:30 in the 200 block of York court.   The Wichita bomb 

squad was called to the scene as a precaution, and a home nearby was evacuated.  But deputies say the 

family will be able to return tonight.   A man in his 20s was arrested on drug charges. 

 

3/9/2015                  7am 

We'll be making calls today to learn more about a possible meth lab. The lab was found yesterday morning 

in Bentley.  The Wichita bomb squad was called to the scene as a precaution, and a home nearby was 

evacuated.  A man in his 20s was arrested on drug charges. 

 

3/10/2015                4pm 

We’re getting a new look at a man police say robbed a bank in south Wichita.  The robbery happened just 

before ten o'clock this morning at the emprise bank at Pawnee and Hydraulic.  You can see him here 

threatening the clerk with a gun.  Police say he gave the teller a black reusable bag and demanded money.  

The teller complied, then the man left.   Eyewitnesses say the robber then went next door to the Jiffy Lube 

where he had parked his car and left. Here’s another look at the suspect.  He’s described as 5-foot-4inches 

tall... About 150 pounds... Very light complexion.  He was wearing a yellow hooded sweatshirt, tan cargo 

shorts, black and yellow gloves and a tan or khaki stocking cap.  If you have any information about this 

person, please call Crime stoppers at 267-21-11. 

 

3/11/2015                7am 

A sentencing date is set for a former Marion county sheriff's dispatcher who pleaded guilty to aggravated 

indecent liberties with a child.  The Kansas attorney general's office says... Kenneth Newell pleaded guilty 



 

 

to two counts of aggravated indecent liberties with a child under 14-years-old.  The crimes happened in 

March of last year.  He's scheduled to be sentenced April 20-th.      

 

3/12/2015                7am 

New now ... We now know the name of a suspect in a bank robbery and police chase from earlier this 

week. Derrick Billoups faces a slew of charges including aggravated robbery, firearm charges and 

obstruction charges. Police said yesterday they tied him to several armed robberies including the one 

Tuesday at emprise bank on south hydraulic. We now know Billoups is arrested on 29 different counts. 

 

3/13/2015                7am 

An assistant girls’ basketball coach is arrested ... And charged with multiple sex crimes. Patrick Blevins 

was arrested on four counts of indecent liberties with a child between the ages of 14 and 17... And one 

count of aggravated sodomy. Blevins coached at "trinity catholic high school" in Hutchinson. The catholic 

diocese has confirmed that the alleged sex crimes happened with a trinity catholic student. The statement 

from the diocese stressed that Blevins was not a teacher at the school... The school has suspended him 

indefinitely. Here's part of that statement: "the alleged crimes did not happen during school activities or on 

school property." we reached out to the school's principal... He could not comment on the situation. 

 

3/16/2015                7am 

Investigators still searching for a suspect in a string of suspected arsons in Reno County. The sheriff says 

fourteen grassfires were set Saturday morning along a 20-mile stretch between Arlington and Langdon. 

Officials say all fourteen are believed to have been set intentionally. Anyone with information on 

suspicious activity in that area is asked to call 911. 

 

3/17/2015                8am 

Sheriff's deputies in Harvey County are looking for whoever was digging in a county cemetery. Take a 

look. The sheriff's office posted these photos on their Facebook page. You can see holes dug in front of 2 

headstones. Harvey county sheriff t Walton tells us... It happened at a small cemetery by northeast 12-th 

and harvest hill. He believes it might have happened over the weekend. Walton says, it appears the person 

first started digging then realized the grave was the wrong one. The person then started digging deeper at 

the second grave. Sheriff Walton says, it doesn't appear the person took anything, but his deputies are still 

investigating the case. We've shard the photos on our Facebook page. Go there, take a look and share with 

your friends. If you have any information, you are asked to contact the Harvey county sheriff's office. 

 

3/19/2015                9pm 

Officers say... A man stole a Salina woman's car... And then offered to sell it back to her at twice the price. 

Anna auld tells us... How the victim tricked the thief and got her car back. 

 

3/20/2015                8am 

Breaking news overnight ... A 28-year-old man is in critical condition after he was shot outside a home in 

southeast Wichita. It happened around 3-15 this morning near Pawnee and Hillside. Police say the man was 

shot in his leg. Police also tell us they were investigating the incident as a clubbing, because a baseball bat 

was found at the scene ... But right now they are still collecting evidence. 

 

3/21/2015                9pm 

There are still a lot of questions... Surrounding a coffin... Found on the side of a Wichita road. Police are 

still working to figure out... Who dumped the casket... And why? Authorities say there was no body in it 

when it was found just south of interstate 235. But the handles are missing and it looks like it was pried 

open. Neighbors say they were shocked when they heard the news. Well i guess it's always surprise to have 

something like that show up close to us. We want to see what's going on? Is our community deteriorating or 

is this just some outside thing. Anyone with any information is asked to come forward. 

 

3/23/2015                9pm 

It was the result of an undercover operation at a school where officers posed as students to bust drug 

dealers. Six people, including a 15-year old, face drug charges related to three different high schools. And 



 

 

more arrests are expected soon. New tonight we are learning more about the drugs at the center of the case. 

Pilar Pederza tells us why police went under cover.  

 

3/24/2015                7am 

The Sedgwick county sheriff's office says it's seeing a little increase in drugs like L-S-D. It has also seen 

growth in some of the synthetic drugs. The biggest concern has been the edibles that have been coming in 

from the Colorado area. The drugs are easy to conceal and come in all shapes and sizes. Greg Pollock with 

the sheriff's office says the biggest worry is that users may not know the quality or concentration level of 

the drugs they're ingesting. 

 

3/25/2015                8am 

The man convicted of killing a woman so his Valley Center commune could get the insurance money will 

now spend the rest of his life in prison. Yesterday morning a judge sentenced Daniel Perez to two life terms 

without the possibility of parole. A jury convicted Perez in February on 28 counts including murder, rape 

and fraud. Those charges stem from the death of Patricia Hughes. She drowned in a pool in valley center in 

2003. It wasn't until nine years later, investigators arrested Perez for her murder. < Marc Bennett 1:26:04-

07 he earned a sentence that guarantees he never sees the light of day 07> Perez's attorney says she will file 

an appeal. 

 

 

3/26/2015                4pm 

Wichita police officers are investigating a 23-year-old "student-teacher" at heights high school. She's 

accused of... Inappropriate behavior with a student at school. Pilar Pedraza asked the school district how 

this was discovered. Pilar? 

 

3/27/2015                7am 

The casket mystery has finally been solved. Wichita police say thieves stole the casket for the metal in the 

handles... Then left it on the side of the road near I-235 and Seneca. It was discovered last week. Police 

tracked down the original owners... Who say they exhumed their loved one in February in order to have 

them cremated. Police say a hauling company was supposed to dispose of the casket, but thieves stole it 

first. The company did not report the theft. 

 

3/30/2015                4pm 

Wichita Police arrest a man in connection with the robbery of a cancer patient. Police say Edward 

Huckabey faces charges including robbery, kidnapping and burglary... But Huckabey is out on bond 

tonight. He's one of four people accused of stealing medications and other property from a cancer patient. 

Police are still looking for three others in connection with the case. New Tonight at 6... Anne Meyer 

follows up with the victim to get his reaction on the arrest. 

 

3/31/2015                9pm 

A former "student teacher" in eureka is out on bond... Accused of child sex crimes. Kourtnie Sanchez made 

her first court appearance this afternoon in greenwood county district court. The 25-year-old woman was 

arrested Monday. Sanchez was a student teacher at Marshall elementary school in eureka during the last fall 

semester. She now faces several child sex crimes including electronic solicitation and three counts of 

promoting obscenity to a minor. 

 



 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

1/1/2015                  7am 

Also breaking overnight, did you feel the earthquake?  The u-s-g-s is reporting a 3 point 1 magnitude 

earthquake happened just after 6 this morning.  The epicenter was about 10 miles south-southeast of 

Caldwell. Tweet us or post on our Facebook page if you felt it. 

 

1/2/2015                  8am 

Today is the day k-state fans have been waiting all week for.  The wildcats will take on u-c-la in the Alamo 

Bowl.   Eyewitness news has been in San Antonio all week long with the team.  Devon Fasbinder joins us 

this morning. Game time is set for 5-45.  Watch for live reports from Devon, Dani and Bruce all day long 

on air and online at k-w-c-h dot com. You can also follow them on twitter. 
 

1/3/2015                  9pm 

A Kansas teen is dead after falling through an icy pond. Riley county authorities say the 19-teen-year-old's 

body was found around 7:30 last night.  He fell through the ice at *Tuttle creek state park* in Manhattan.  

Some people collecting firewood in the area had tried to help save the teen before rescue teams arrived.  

They were not able to get him out. 

 

1/4/2015                  9pm 

The shox open their home conference season against Illinois State... They'll try and make it 24 straight wins 

at the roundhouse, and 20 straight wins in the valley overall.  Illinois state vs. Wichita state. Evan Wessel 

back on floor. Wessel works hard, redbirds early three. Wessel three in the corner. Darius carter down low.   

Wichita state wins it 70-62, now 2-0 in valley play... Ron baker led the way with 15 points... He was joined 

in double figures by carter, cotton, and Fred VanVleet. 

 

 

1/5/2015                  4pm 

Community leaders who've been working for months to prevent another officer involved shooting in 

Wichita... Say they are saddened by this weekend's events.  Pilar Pedraza just spoke to the leaders of 

sunflower community action to find out their reaction.  Advocates with sunflower community action says 

they've been pushing for months for changes in how the Wichita police department handles officer involved 

shootings.  They've helped organize demonstrations like this one... Demanding body cameras for all 

officers... Specialized sensitivity training... And an independent investigator for officer involved shootings 

to ensure an unbiased ruling.  In this latest shooting, they say they're still waiting to get all the information 

about what happened... But it doesn't change the organization's goals or the tragedy to the family who lost a 

loved one this weekend.  Leaders tell me they've spoken with the Quintero family... But are waiting to 

make any plans on what to do next until the Quinteros have decided what they want to happen. 

 

1/6/2015                  8am 

Highway 50 in Harvey County is back open this morning.  That’s after a vehicle crashes into a semi head-

on causing it to over-turn. It happened last night around six.  The truck was carrying cattle at the time.  The 

driver of the car, 54-year old Michael Ehss of Wichita, died.  The driver of the semi was able to get out and 

taken to the hospital.  The highway was closed as crews worked to take care of the cattle. 

 

1/7/2015                  7am 

One person is hurt after a house fire. Firefighters were called to this home just east of Andover around 9:30 

p.m.  One man suffered burns to his hands.  We don't know how serious his injuries are.  The fire also 

burned a nearby garage. 

 

1/8/2015                  4pm 

Kansas State head coach bill Snyder will be inducted into the college football hall of fame.  E-S-P-N 

reports Snyder will be one of two coaches inducted tomorrow morning in Dallas.  Snyder is 75 years old 



 

 

and currently coaching the Wildcats.   He has two Big 12 titles under his belt, and he's a 4-time big 12 

coach of the year.  Snyder will be only the sixth active coach to be inducted into the hall of fame.  

 

1/10/2015                9pm 

The chief of police in Kingman has resigned.  Just before six.... I confirmed with the Kingman city 

attorney.  That police Chief Clint Thompson is stepping down.  The last police chief resigned about a year 

ago following an investigation involving the k-b-i.   City attorney Greg Graffman also tells me a police 

officer resigned yesterday.  Graffman calls the resignations "a personnel matter" and couldn't comment any 

further.  

 

1/12/2015                7am 

We'll be asking who will take over for the police chief of Kingman after Clint Thompson resigns.  He and 

another officer stepped down Friday.  It's still not clear why.  Thompson is the third Kingman police chief 

to resign in the past seven years.  We'll let you know what we find out today both on-air and online at k-w-

c-h dot com. 

 

1/13/2015                4pm 

Wichita is one step closer to having a new downtown central library.  This morning, the city council voted 

to further fund the design phase of the project.  Not only will the new building have more space for books, 

it will also offer more technology options.  One example - right now the current library has 31 public 

computers.  The new building would house up to 109 public computers and more than 100 spaces for 

people to bring in their own devices.  The new library will be built on this land near second and McLean - 

and cost about 30 million dollars. So when will dirt be turned here - Anne Meyer has the answer tonight at 

five. 

 

1/14/2015                8am 

Officials are urging you to be careful as snow continues to accumulate on area roads.  Emily griffin is out 

driving right now keeping an eye on those road conditions.  She joins us now live on the phone.  Be careful 

if you are headed out this morning. Snow has made some roads slick. Wichita snow plows are out on the 

streets. 

 

1/15/2015                9pm 

Wichita native and Jayhawk junior Perry Ellis is a scorer but he's not scoring.  He's averaging 12 a game 

but in an inconsistent manner. Ellis was benched Tuesday night after just 4 minutes and 4 quick turnovers. 

And it got worse as he shot 1 for 8 and tallied only 7 points. He's also shooting just 41 percent - a 

significant drop from his 55 rate last year. Part of that though is because he's averaging 1.5 three's a game. 

Whereas he only averaged 1 every 2 games last year. Thankfully his head coach thinks he's close to 

breaking out. 

 

1/16/2015                7am 

This weekend's temperatures are much different than what we've been seeing lately. That warming trend 

has a lot of you getting ready to do things outside.  Hannah Davis is at a place where many of you will want 

to visit this weekend. 

 

1/17/2015                9pm 

New at nine, we're learning more about the extent of the damage done at this 2-alarm fire in Hutchinson 

last night.  Firefighters tell us... They estimate the damage totals up to 1-million-dollasr.  There were two 

businesses inside the building that caught fire.  But most of the damage was done to Midwest sewing.   But 

the other business also had heavy damage.  This is the 3rd 2-alarm fire the Hutchinson fire department has 

dealt with in the past 2 months. 

 

1/18/2015                9pm 

King junior in Hutchinson, Martin Luther King Jr. Day is tomorrow. The day honors the late civil rights 

leader. Today's event was put on by hutch community college and the second missionary Baptist church. 

 

 



 

 

1/19/2015                7am 

We could find out today the identity of a man who was found unresponsive on an iced over creek. 

Emergency crews were called out to Pawnee prairie park Saturday where they found the 21-year old 

unresponsive.  He was taken to the hospital, where he was pronounced dead.  His cause of death is under 

investigation. 

 

1/20/2015                8am 

It hasn't been easy watching this Kansas Jayhawks team this season...the hawks giving their fans another 

heart pounding game after dominating the first half against Oklahoma.  Jacob Albrecht talked with coach 

bill self and cliff alexander after their win over the sooners. What a tale of two halves in Lawrence on 

Monday night. Big Monday indeed. All ku in the first half, jumping out to a 19 point lead then it took 

Oklahoma all of 8 minutes in the second half to basically wipe that lead away. In the end, it was two 

freshman carrying the load for ku, Kelly Umbre and cliff alexander. They combined for 32 points and 22 

rebounds. A huge finish for those two. Big key for ku to hang on and get the win over ou. From my first 

experience at the phog here at Allen Fieldhouse, it couldn't have been better. This place was nuts! It went 

quiet then exploded again in the end. What a win for Kansas in a game they couldn't afford to lose. A trip to 

Austin coming up on the schedule and after the Iowa state loss, a brutal grind in the big 12 schedule but 

they get the win. They climb back up, now tied with k-state for that big 12 lead. We'll see them Saturday in 

Austin. JA eyewitness sports. 

 

1/21/2015                4pm 

That's could be a preview of the message students at the university of Kansas will hear tomorrow.  Lauren 

Seabrook has been in Lawrence all day where students are excited to hear the president speak. Whether 

students agree with his policies or not. All most everyone we spoke with today is excited and honored to 

have President Barack Obama at k-u tomorrow. And it sounds like most students who wanted to see him 

speak *were able to get tickets for the event.  Many say they waited in line a long time ... But it was worth 

it. They say it's an opportunity they know many people don't get ... And they're taking full advantage of it.  

But not everyone here supports the president ... And some are purposely not going tomorrow to prove a 

point.  A lot of these students think tomorrow's event could be similar to a basketball game here ... With the 

level of excitement.  We'll hear more about that on eyewitness news at five ... And at six we'll show you 

some of the t-shirt's students have made for the president. 

 

1/22/2015                9pm 

New at nine, Hutchinson high school alerts parents, after a student's found with a b-b gun at school.  The 

gun was found at the end of the school day. The school called police, who did a threat assessment.  The 

district says it determined the student made no threats... And had no intention to hurt anyone... And that no 

students were in danger.  We asked the district whether it has a "zero tolerance policy" on weapons.  The 

district says it evaluates each situation on its own... And any legal action would come from police. 

 

1/23/2015                7am 

New this morning, two earthquakes shake near Caldwell overnight. The first one shook just after 2:30 and 

measured at 2 point 6 magnitudes.  A 3 point 7 earthquake shook right at 4 a.m. Just a few miles North 

West of Caldwell.  Comment on our Facebook page if you felt them. 

 

1/24/2015                9pm 

  The latest now on the city water leak that could affect 450 thousand customers in Wichita.  Public works 

officials say it will likely be next week before a fix is put in place.  Workers will have to install a bypass on 

the leaking pipe.  That will divert water around the problem area.  The city had hoped to have it done this 

weekend.  But had some delays waiting for parts.  The good news is... The leak doesn't seem to be 

changing.   Meaning that your water should not be affected at this point.  The city says the leak is still 

losing water at about two gallons a minute. 

 

1/25/2015                9pm 

Some local kids are competing for the chance to speak in our nation’s capital.  Its part of a national 

program focused on public speaking.  The prize will send two Kansas 8th graders to ford's theater in 

Washington d-c.  At just 14-years-old, these kids speak with authority.  8th graders from independent 



 

 

school are prepping for the biggest speaking engagement of their lives thus far.   Two will be selected to 

head to the nation’s capital this spring.  To speak at the historic *ford's theater.  Its part of a nation-wide 

program called *Ford's Theater Oretory Fellowship Program."  The independent school is just one of 14 

schools across the u-s selected to participate.  It's more than just a once in a lifetime opportunity. It's a skill 

that will follow them for the rest of their lives.  The students will be performing speeches, sonnets and 

poetry from well-known people.  Like John F. Kennedy and Patrick Henry. 

 

1/26/2015                7am 

That storm is also expected to ground many flights in the region...at least 2 thousand flights have already 

been cancelled and many more could follow when the heavy snow arrives.  So far only one flight has been 

delayed at mid-continent airport.  But if you're flying out of Wichita later today... You won't be leaving 

from mid-continent airport. Emily griffin is live with more on today's unveiling of our airport's new name. 

City ceremony to reveal new logo this morning. Changing from mid-continent airport to Wichita Dwight d. 

Eisenhower national airport. Change was originally scheduled for later this spring when new terminal 

opens. But f-a-a had to change it earlier because of a deadline and have been referring to it as its new name 

since November. Crews finally started putting up road signs recently to reflect the change. Mayor Carl 

brewer, airport director and representative from Eisenhower family will be here. City ceremony and 

unveiling of new logo at 9:30 this morning. 

 

1/27/2015                9pm 

Today was also the last day for the city council to decide which issues will go on the April ballot.  One of 

them on the ballot... Marijuana.  A group started a petition to lower the fines for possession of marijuana... 

And eliminate jail time for first-time offenders.  Supporters collected enough valid signatures to ask for a 

public vote.  But it needed approval by Wichita’s city council--which happened this morning.  If voters 

pass the pot question in April, it could face a legal challenge from state lawmakers, because the change 

would put the new ordinance in conflict with state laws.   Wichita voters will cast their ballots April 7-th. 

           

1/29/2015                8am 

 Breaking news overnight.  A student is found dead at a Wichita State residence hall.   No foul play is 

suspected.  Police and campus staff are working to figure out exactly how the student died.  We know it 

was a male who died.  It's not clear if he lived in the dorms but the vice president of student affairs says 

they're working to confirm it.  Counselors will be available should students need help.  We expect to learn 

more information in the next half-hour. 

 

1/30/2015                7am 

The big game is on Sunday.  We sent Hannah Davis to wings and things near central and hillside to find out 

how much they plan to sell this weekend. $14.31 billion: Estimated related consumer spending, $4.5 

million: Estimated cost to run a 30-second commercial $10,375: Lowest price for an l ticket on the official 

NFL ticket exchange website, as of Thursday. 2,500 GB: Approximate data use at MetLife Stadium during 

last year's game by AT&T and Verizon smartphone users 3: Number of people who have attended every 

Super Bowl in history. 
 

1/31/2015                9pm 

Covering Kansas, a naked man, crashes into a tractor-trailer while trying to get away from police.  It 

happened in Ellis County on Thursday.  The 21-year-old from Lawrence... Is accused of throwing his 

clothes and cash out of his car window during the pursuit on i-70. The chase only lasted about 10 minutes 

until stop sticks ruined his tires.  The car kept going until it went through a median and hit a semi.  The man 

was arrested on possible charges of d-u-i, reckless driving... And fleeing and alluding officers. 

 

2/3/2015                  4pm 

The family of a man shot and killed by a Wichita police officer interrupts this morning's city council 

meeting. Last month, police were responding to multiple 9-1-1 calls... Saying john Paul Quintero was 

drunk, fighting and armed with a knife.  When they arrived... They say Quintero refused to obey officer’s 

orders.  Today, the family demanded answers from the city council on the investigation.  The mayor and 

city attorney noted that the investigation is being handled by the district attorney's office... And said the 



 

 

answers they're looking for, would have to come from the d-a or police.  It was just last week when the 

family interrupted a daily media briefing by police.  Go to k-w-c-h dot com to see that story again. 

 

2/4/2015                  9pm 

 Over at east, Willie Edwards stands out with a large group of signees... Making the only division one 

commitment to Illinois State. 

 

2/5/2015                  7am 

You may have noticed gas prices creeping up as you head to work this morning.  In Wichita the price was 

above two dollars again at some stations.  The average price in the city is two-dollars and two cents which 

is still a dollar less than a year ago.  Triple A is warning you- prices are likely to rise throughout this 

month. Head to kwch dot com to find the lowest prices near you at our special gas prices section.   

 

2/7/2015                  9pm 

A Wichita woman is hospitalized after a wrong-way wreck this morning.  It happened just before 8:30 

along k-96 near 127th street.  The Kansas highway patrol says a truck was heading east onto a ramp.  When 

it crashed into a car that was going the wrong way.  An 85-year-old woman in that second car was taken to 

Wesley medical center with critical injuries.  The truck driver was not hurt. 

 

2/8/2015                  9pm 

A man is hurt, after an officer involved shooting in Stevens County. Few details have been released at this 

point by authorities.  An eyewitness says her ex-boyfriend showed up to her house in Hugoton with guns. 

Police were called... And when they arrived some argument broke out.  Authorities have confirmed that the 

man was shot by sheriff's deputies. The eyewitness says the man then led authorities on a brief chase before 

being arrested.  No word on his condition at this time.  We have phone calls into the Stevens’s county 

sheriff and k-b-i. 

 

2/9/2015                  7am 

Friends couldn't stop sharing stories when eyewitness news sat down with them.  Smith was born in 

emporia, Kansas and graduated from Topeka high school.  We caught up with former emporia state men's 

basketball coach Ron Slaymaker.  He says he's incorporated the four-corner offense into his coaching 

schemes...but that's not the only thing smith rubbed off on him.  You can see more of that interview on our 

website, k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

2/10/2015                4pm 

The Westminster dog show is less than a week away. This year, we may see a Kansan in the mix for best in 

show.  Katie Hatfield talks with one of the dog's owners about her pup's major achievement. New at 4, 

Winfield native Kerri murphy speaks very highly of her dogs, and she has good reason. Next week, 

murphy's dog Winnie, also known as grand champion tributes ringside scandal. Will compete in the 

Westminster dog show. Murphy has been around dogs and dog shows all her life, but Winnie holds a 

special place in her heart. And next Monday, when judges meet Winnie for the best of breed competition, 

murphy hopes it's more than Winnie’s build and footwork that impresses. Murphy plans to meet up with 

Winnie and her other owners in New York on Tuesday to start all the last minute preps. Before show time 

on Monday morning. Katie Hatfield, eyewitness news. You can watch Winnie compete, too.  Just go to k-

w-c-h dot com for details. 

 

2/11/2015                9pm 

We're less than an hour away from the drawing for one of the largest lottery prizes in u-s history.  People 

all over the country were out buying Powerball tickets today.  Ahead of the drawing tonight for the 500-

million-dollar jackpot.  That's the fifth largest prize ever.  Nobody has won the Powerball jackpot in more 

than two months.  The chance of winning - about one in 175 million.  Join us tonight at ten to see the 

winning numbers on k-w-c-h 12. 

 

2/12/2015                7am 

Breaking news overnight.  A woman is in critical condition after a mobile home fire.  Firefighters were 

called to the scene near MacArthur and meridian just after 1:45.  The say the woman was taken to Via 



 

 

Christi saint Francis.  Firefighters say two cats and three dogs died in the fire. The home didn't have 

working smoke detectors. 

 

2/13/2015                8am 

It's a story thousands of you have already shared from our Facebook page, and the family of this missing 

war veteran could use thousands more.  Dan Nerstrom suffers from p-t-s-d.  He's been missing since 

December ... And he may be in Wichita.  Now, Dan’s parents, who live in Illinois, are here searching for 

him ... And are asking for your help in finding him.  We've received dozens of leads that Dan’s parents say 

they'll pursue this weekend.  His mom has also told us that if her son had to go missing, she's happy he 

could be here in Wichita, because the people here have shown such kindness.  Dan's picture is on our 

website and our Facebook page.  You can help get him back in touch with his mom and dad by sharing his 

story with your friends. 

 

2/14/2015                9pm 

Strong winds made it hard for firefighters to battle this grass fire earlier today.  Fire officials say someone 

was burning trash in this Clearwater neighborhood ... And it got out of hand.  Trees and brush were 

damaged ... But the flames did not reach any homes.  However ... Sedgwick County Fire officials say with 

the wind as it was... that was a real possibility. 

 

2/15/2015                9pm 

Advances in medicine mean doctors are able to save more premature babies, earlier than ever. But a 

Cheney couple says, those stories don't always have a happy ending.  Shane and Angela Overlees opened 

their home to eyewitness news, to show us what we don't often see- what sometimes happens after those 

babies leave the hospital.  Their daughter Leah was born 10 weeks early- and had several medical 

interventions, before an MRI showed she had damage to 90 percent of her brain.  Leah is now 4-years-old 

and requires constant care.  She can't walk, talk, or do anything for herself and never will.  Her parents 

worry her pain and suffering will only get worse as she gets older.  Cindy Klose gives your insight into 

Leah’s life, tonight on eyewitness news at ten. 

 

2/16/2015                4pm 

A three-year-old Saluki from Winfield competes in the top dog show this morning. We told you last week 

about Winnie... Who's been in New York getting ready?  We talked with her owner today who tells us... 

Winnie did not win the best of breed, but did win an Award of Merit.  Winnie will now retire as a show dog 

to become a mom. 

 

2/17/2015                7am 

A Hutchinson elementary school hopes its latest music video will earn them a visit from some professional 

football players. It's a story that will make you Kansas proud. These are students and teachers from Graber 

elementary... They created this lip sync video to ask the green bay packers to stop by.  As part of a 3rd 

grade class project they came up with their own choreography and even helped edit the video.  It's the 

second year the students in Mrs. Ediger's class have tried to convince the team to come with a video.  

Ediger is a Wisconsin native... And says incorporating her favorite team into lessons has helped keep her 

students interested. 

 

2/19/2015                9pm 

It's the end of an era for horse shows in Wichita. Officials confirmed to us today that there will be no more 

horse shows at Kansas pavilions.  Equifest was held this past weekend for the final time.  The event will 

move to the state fairgrounds in the future.  We spoke with Johnny Stevens today.  He's the owner of the 

Kansas pavilions.  He tells us they will still hold events like gun shows and flea markets through the end of 

this year.  After that - it's uncertain.  There won't be any more planned events.  But they are looking into 

multiple alternate ideas. 

 

2/21/2015                9pm 

Its official, e-s-p-n's game day is coming to Wichita for the shocker's final home conference game against 

u-n-i.  We first broke the news yesterday on eyewitness news at 5.  Jacob Albrecht has more on the big 

game. This will be the popular college pre-game show's first trip to Wichita, and is the first leg of a Kansas 



 

 

tour... As the crew heads north to Lawrence for an afternoon broadcast at k-u, after the morning showcase 

at the roundhouse. Fans have been exploding with excitement all over social media since we broke the 

news Friday... And you can expect they will pack the roundhouse for the nationally televised pre-game 

show.  The broadcast is live from 10-11 in the morning one week from today, as the shockers get ready to 

host northern Iowa.   Coming up a little later in sports, we'll go over some of the logistics for fans planning 

to attend the broadcast... One note now... Admission will be free. 

 

2/22/2015                9pm 

This latest blast of winter may impact your morning commute to work or school.   Let’s go live out to Anne 

Meyer - she's got a look at road conditions. The snow we got today was light, so it didn't really stick to the 

roadways, like Kellogg behind me. That should help drivers in the morning. So will the frigid temperatures.  

Less chances of for the snow to melt and refreeze.  But the cold weather didn't stop some from getting out 

and enjoying the fresh snow. Because there wasn't much snow with this storm, sledding traffic was light on 

the big hill near ridge road.  That didn't stop jess and Kambree from making their mark. Both layer up to 

stay out longer. When there is too much snow to golf outside - afficiantos can still get in a game, thanks to 

technology. This pair wasn't alone.  Places like first eagle tend to fill up on colder days. South western 

Kansas got the worst part of the weather.  Some areas got several inches of snow, with drifts piling up 

several feet. The snow stopped in Wichita by early afternoon.  But the two sledders I talked to - hope more 

is in the forecast. The golfers i talked to had a different answer to that question.  They are ready for a warm 

up.  But as Ross said - we should get more snow before we see 70 degree temperatures again. 

      

2/23/2015                7am 

We should learn more details today about what led to the arrest of a woman in connection with the death of 

a newton teacher.  28-year old Crystal Stauffer was killed more than 8-months ago when she was hit by a 

car in Harvey County.  Now sheriff's deputies have arrested 40-year old Kala Horton in connection with her 

death.  She faces manslaughter and vehicular homicide charges. 

 

2/24/2015                8am 

Kansas state fans storm the court in Manhattan. That's after the wildcats 70 to 63 win over Kansas last 

night.  It's the wildcats’ third win in the last 17 regular season matchups between the 2 teams.  Their last 

win was in February last year.  Kansas now has a half game lead in the big 12 conference. 

 

2/25/2015                9pm 

Some of the signs at Koch arena will have a professional look on game day.  Joe Poston owns miracle signs 

in Wichita.  He's been printing up signs for free for shocker fans ahead of game day Saturday.  Joe says the 

signs have to be in good taste... And he does it to support the school.  You can be there for this weekend's 

game against u-n-i.  We're giving away two free tickets.  You can enter the contest on our "catch it Kansas 

Facebook page" right now. 

 

2/26/2015                4pm 

Soap... Shampoo... Toothpaste.  They are items we often take for granted... But many go without.  Hannah 

Davis shows you a small group of people committed to changing that in Wichita. It's a story that will make 

you Kansas proud. It's not Sunday... But there are people inside St. James episcopal church doing what they 

call "god's work." these volunteers collect and sort soaps, shampoos and lotions to give to those in need.  

This program has been going on for years, and has grown since eyewitness news visited last year. The 

donated items will go to Wichita’s homeless... And families who are struggling to make ends meet. 

Organizers say the turnout says something about the people who call Wichita home. In Wichita, Hannah 

Davis eyewitness news. Volunteers handed out 16 hundred bags last year... This year they plan on giving 

away even more. 

 

2/27/2015                7am 

It was a cold night for some loyal shocker fans who are camping out in Marshallville.  Students spent the 

night in order to get good seats for tomorrow's w-s-u game against the University of Northern Iowa.  They 

also want a good spot for e-s-p-n's game day.  Some students brought generators to help keep warm along 

with other things to help keep their minds off the cold.  One camper says he expects more people to camp 

out today.  Students say it’s not just about getting tickets, but showing up to support the coach and team.   



 

 

E-S-P-N analyst Steven a. Smith was supposed to be in our newsroom this morning but unfortunately he 

won't make it because his plane has been delayed in Dallas. 

 

2/28/2015                9pm 

We’re also following another breaking news story.  One person has serious injuries after this fire at an 

apartment complex in Wichita. The fire happened in the 2-thousand block of north old Mannor.  It is now 

out.  No word on what caused the fire. 

 

3/1/2015                  9pm 

Wichita city snow plows have been working 12 hour shifts... nonstop.... all weekend... to get your roads 

cleared before Monday. We spoke to Wichita’s public works director... Alan King.... who says all the main 

roads have been cleared and the secondary roads should be cleared by tonight.  King say at midnight 

tonight... they will stop running the 50 drivers and cut crews to focus on main roads and cleanup for the 

Monday morning drive to work. 

 

3/3/2015                  4pm 

Severe weather awareness week continues today, and you can stay safe with our storm team 12 weather 

app.  All week long, meteorologist Mark Larson is showing us different features of the app.  Today, he 

shows you how to sign up for push notifications. Once again taking a look at our storm team 12 weather 

app, a powerful tool when it comes to tracking severe weather wherever you are whether you're home or 

away.  We're not going to go inside the app this time. Instead we're going into your device settings whether 

it's your smartphone or your iPad. Now we've got notifications highlighted there. We'll go to the storm 

team 12 app and then allow notifications. As you then look at what's displayed here -- you can decide how 

you want that displayed, whether sounds will come on, where you want the notification for severe weather 

whether it's at the top of the page or an icon in the middle of the page, all those options are unique to your 

device. Bottom line is the device knows where you are and our storm team 12 app knows where the severe 

weather is. Just turn on the notifications and you'll be ready to go when it comes to severe weather. 

 

3/4/2015                  7am 

As we said, its severe weather awareness week and we want to provide you and your family with as much 

warning as possible when it comes to severe weather. Our storm team 12 chasers play a big role in bringing 

you the latest information when there's severe weather. All this week we're introducing you to the ones who 

are close to the storm. My name is Edward O’Neal, I’m a storm team 12 chaser I’ve been chasing from the 

Dodge City area. I've been chasing storms for 49 years, long before the term storm chaser ever come to be 

spoken. Back then it was an unheard of thing but I’ve been doing it all my life. My first chase vehicle was 

motorcycle. It was the only thing I had, I chased them on a motorcycle. I used to avoid the hail so I’ve 

learned to stay away from the danger zones over the years from when I chased with my motorcycle. 

 

3/5/2015                  9pm 

Plenty of donated products will be put to use this weekend... For "give kids a smile day".  Volunteers with 

the "Wichita-Sedgwick county oral health coalition" are offering free dental care.  Exams, teeth cleanings, 

fillings, tooth removal and more... To un-insured children ages 3 to 12 who live in Butler, Harvey, Reno, 

Sedgwick, Sumner or Harper Counties.  The free dental clinic for kids is this Saturday at the "grace med 

clinic" on north Topeka.  It runs from 7-30 in the morning... Until 3-30 in the afternoon.  Walk-ins are 

accepted and you can call ahead for reservations.  The number is 882-19-22.  There is also a line for 

Spanish speakers.  You'll find this information again at kwch-dot-com. 

 

3/6/2015                  4pm 

Don’t forget to sport your Shocker pride by picking up a free window cling.  They are available at several 

places around town.  Find out where on k-w-c-h dot com and on our kwch12 app. 

 

3/7/2015                  9pm 

Wichita state fans looking at the brighter side after the Shockers loss.  A lot of fans got out and watched the 

shockers play here in Wichita. Some fans told us although they wanted to see the Shockers win it all in 

Saint Louis.  They're still looking for another deep run in March Madness. 

 



 

 

3/8/2015                  9pm 

 Take a look at this video taken just south of hays.  This is of a Saturday morning fire... That destroyed the 

main building at the *heartland truss plant*.  This video was taken by hays resident.... Darrel Goheen.   

Here you can see the aftermath from the fire.   According to the Ellis County fire chief... Investigators have 

ruled the cause as *unknown*.   Fire officials believe it started in the break room. 

 

3/9/2015                  7am 

Some incredible video shot this weekend, showing a fire near hays.  Darrel shot this video at the *heartland 

truss plant* Saturday morning.  Nobody was hurt.  This is what it looks like now.  The Ellis County fire 

chief says the cause has been ruled as *unknown*.  Investigators say it started in the break room. 

 

3/11/2015                7am 

New this morning, up to four people were hurt in an explosion at a Missouri baking chemical plant.  It 

happened early this morning in Grandview.  The fire chief told k-s-h-b there was an explosion around a 

dust collector.  The explosion damaged a wall.  Fire crews say they have the fire under control. 

 

3/12/2015                8am 

Eight years ago... A Wichita woman started knitting to fight boredom. Today, she has made more than 

twelve *hundred* scarves and hats... All for the homeless here in Kansas. Laura Klaus-Meyer is a positive 

woman with a strong faith and love of country music. But her passion for others and her giving heart are 

what make her most beautiful to those around her. Here is her story - one that will make you Kansas proud. 

 

3/13/2015                4pm 

Wichita state is expanding its aviation lab. The national institute for aviation research or Niar... Will be 

moving to Boeing’s old building. Niar will lease 35-thousand-square feet of space starting next month. 

Developers believe the deal may help lure airplane modification companies to Wichita. Wichita state says 

the lab may be able to do testing on large commercial and military aircraft. 

 

3/15/2015                9pm 

Tonight is the night for our selection Sunday special. Immediately following the newscast at 9:35.as in - 

don't move it's next. We are going to have a lot of fun and include you the viewer as well. If you have a 

prior engagement and can't make it we will air it again an hour later on K-W-C-H - that's at 10:35. 

 

3/16/2015                8am 

New this morning... An earthquake may have woken you up. The u-s-g-s is reporting one around 11:45 last 

night near Anthony. It measured 3 point 5. Let us know if you felt it by leaving a comment on our 

Facebook page or tweeting at us. 

 

3/17/2015                4pm 

The Wichita city council approves an animal control advisory board today. The board will make 

recommendations to the city council on pet ownership ... Humane treatment of animals ... And public 

safety. Police captain Doug Nolte says the board is the first step in improving the animal control system in 

Wichita. <sot verbatim: 37:27:28 animal control issues are a quality of life issue. So what we're attempting 

to do is bring the residents in that have a vested interest that want to be a part of this to talk through these 

issues and make recommendations. 37:41:11 > the board will have nine members ... Including the Wichita 

police chief, a shelter supervisor, and a licensed veterinarian.  

 

3/18/2015                9pm 

It's does it work Wednesday! Ready to spring clean? But don't want to carry a heavy vacuum cleaner 

around the house? You might want to use the "swivel sweeper max." it's a light-weight cordless vacuum. 

Not only does it promise to be light, but says it's powerful, too. It claims to pick-up all the tough stuff 

around your house. We asked Denise Dias with the Sedgwick county extension office to give it a spin. Find 

out if it passes her test. That's tonight at ten... On k-w-c-h channel 12. If you want to suggest ideas, or, 

volunteer to be a tester... Just go to KWCH-dot-com and click-on the "does it work." 

 

3/19/2015                7am 



 

 

Players for Wichita state and Kansas are both getting some much-needed rest tonight. Both teams hit the 

court tomorrow for their first games in the n-c-double-a tournament. They spent today practicing and 

talking with the media... The shockers play tomorrow afternoon. But up first... Are the Jayhawks. 

Eyewitness news has 11 people in Omaha covering all you need. Jenn bates and Bruce Haertl begin our 

"team 12" coverage live from Omaha. 

 

3/20/2015                8am 

If you tried to turn us on yesterday between 5 and 7:30 - you saw that we were off the air. There was a 

power outage in the area. We have backup systems - including a generator - but that failed as well. We've 

got it all worked out now. Sorry for any inconvenience it may have caused you. But thank you for being 

patient with us. We have more on what happened and what our morning was like - on our website - 

kwch.com 

 

3/21/2015                9pm 

Thanks Jenn - local bars and restaurants are preparing for an even rowdier crowd tomorrow. Bars like 

*Larry Bud's West*... Have placed double orders of food and beer for the big match up. They started taking 

reservations... But say those filled up fast... And they are keeping some seats open for fans who want to 

show up early. <sot verbatim:  40:30 I’m excited about the crowd. They were just so revved up in here. 

Chanting and yelling and screaming. It just gave you goose bumps to be here so we've got a few surprises 

in for them tomorrow. > Lassley says there will be about 100 open seats... First come first serve... 

Tomorrow. As with many bars around Wichita... Those will likely fill up fast. 

 

3/23/2015                7am 

While bars and restaurants were packed yesterday for the Shockers/Jayhawks game... The bridal expo, not 

so much. It cleared out yesterday afternoon as people went to watch the match up. The expo was trying to 

play the game off a projector... But the signal just wasn't strong enough.  <sot verbatim:  (Joshua 

may/rockin' j entertainment) 54:50 I think everyone came out early to see everything and then leave to 

watch the game. // Jacob Yauney/fiance 53:36 she's a big WSU fan, that's her alma mater, we're going to 

have a big family get together for the game.)> We’re told the expo was packed yesterday morning… With 

lots of yellow and black... And red and blue. 

 

3/24/2015                8am 

Meet max! He's the new drug sniffing dog at valley center schools. He replaced Danny who the dog's 

handler says just didn't work out because he was just too shy. Max is a more outgoing Czechoslovakian 

yellow lab. The drug sniffing dog was purchased as a joint effort between the school district and city of 

valley center. 

 

3/25/2015                4pm 

We haven't seen too many fans for any of the teams in town yet. And there were only a few fans here to 

watch the shockers practice... Dani Welniak joined them... 

 

3/26/2015                9pm 

Fans back in Wichita took to many different locations to watch the game tonight. Devon Fasbinder explains 

one party that was especially different. 

 

3/27/2015                4pm 

The season is over for the Wichita state shockers. Players for the black and yellow... Are now back home 

after a loss to Notre dame in the sweet 16. But they're still reflecting on an amazing season... Jacob 

Albracht has more on their homecoming from the newsroom. 

 

3/28/2015       9pm 

High school football players from multiple states traveled to saline this afternoon to show off their skills. 

And the hope to be recruited by college scouts. The sharp performance high school combine attracted more 

than 280 high school football players making it the largest in Kansas. Putting them through basically the 

same drills as an NFL combine. Seven total, testing their speed, strength and agility. The results will be 

posted online for college coaches to access. Hear from some of the athletes tonight at 10 on KWCH. 



 

 

 

3/30/2015                9pm 

Parents addressed the Wichita school board... Tonight about the case of a special needs student... His 

family says was told to remove his letter jacket at school because he hadn't earned it. The story has gained 

national attention...  And today the principal of east high released a letter saying that's not what happened. 

Pilar Pedraza was at that meeting we get the latest from her.  

 

3/31/2015                7am 

You may notice more of these next time you pass through the state capital. Beginning next month... Topeka 

is offering a bike-share program. For 25-dollars a year residents can get access to bikes at 10 locations. 

They can even reserve a bike through a mobile app. <sot verbatim: "it's prefect timing really bike share 

really depends on good access for bikes all around the city and good access for walkers." > Wichita’s 

bicycle master-plan does include a study on possibly bringing a bike-share program here... But so far that 

study hasn't been funded. 



 

 

 

ECONOMY 
 

1/1/2015                  7am 

In the aviation watch, the sale of a former Boeing site in south Wichita is closed.  Two Wichita men 

purchased the site and plan to fill it with new office and aviation tenants.  Nearly three years ago Boeing 

announced it would close the Wichita facilities and move elsewhere.  Governor Sam Brownback issued a 

statement calling this excellent news for the Wichita community and the state. 

 

1/8/2015                  4pm 

In the aviation watch, more sales...more jobs for Wichita and Kansas.  That's one headline today as south 

central Kansas leaders hear from the aviation community.  Michael Schwanke is in the newsroom with 

what you can expect this year. That's probably the biggest headline...that the aviation sector is expected to 

grow.  What's that mean for you?  Well...aviation leaders told us today it should mean job growth in 

Wichita and south central Kansas.  The south central delegation held its annual meeting today...where 

aviation was one of the topics.  Bombardier said...expect some growth...not big growth...but growth in 

aviation in certain areas. The recovery has been slow, but orders are picking up especially in certain areas.  

That's John Dieker with bombardier--he also talked to legislators about the importance of NIAR and the 

national center for aviation training...he says those taxpayer supported organizations help keep aviation 

companies and jobs here...he says there are many other towns and states competing for companies.   

 

1/15/2015                9pm 

In the aviation watch, more than 600 workers at bombardier in Wichita are out of a job. The company put 

its learjet-85 program on-hold... Indefinitely.  The learjet-85 is a small business jet with a carbon-fiber 

composite design to create better fuel efficiency.  But since the program started, it has faced delays in test 

flights and delivery dates.  Mayor Carl brewer says... Lay-offs are something that is common in the aviation 

industry.  But he knows other areas of the market are ramping up production.  These lay-offs are 

immediate.  Each worker will get a two month severance package... And help finding new jobs in Wichita. 

 

1/16/2015                7am 

More than 600 workers in Wichita wake up without a job today. That's after bombardier announced one 

thousand job cuts yesterday morning affecting employees in Wichita and Mexico. The company put its 

learjet-85 program on-hold... Indefinitely.  The learjet-85 is a small business jet with a carbon-fiber 

composite design to create better fuel efficiency.  But since the program started, it has faced delays in test 

flights and delivery dates.  Mayor Carl Brewer says... Lay-offs are something that is common in the 

aviation industry.  But he knows other areas of the market are ramping up production.  These lay-offs are 

immediate.  Each worker will get a two month severance package... And help finding new jobs in Wichita. 

 

1/20/2015                8am 

If you live in Hutchinson, you could soon be paying more for everything. A proposed sales tax is up for a 

vote at the city council today...if approved the issue will be on the April ballot. Emily griffin is live in 

Hutchinson to explain what the money would go toward. The tax would go towards a 29-million-dollar 

improvement and expansion project of the 62 year old hutch sports arena. The city wants to keep the "men's 

national junior college basketball tournament" at the Hutchinson sports arena.  Plans include new practice 

gyms, ticketing, and concessions areas. As well as updated restrooms and seating throughout the arena.  

Most of the project would be paid for with a local sales tax increase of point-35-percent.  Hutchinson 

community college would also pay 500-thousand dollars a year for nine years. The n-j-c-double-a has 

said... Improvements need to be made to the arena or the organization might take the tournament to another 

city.  The city council will vote on the issue during their meeting this morning at nine. 

 

1/23/2015                7am 

New this morning, we expect to hear from Kansas democrats this morning.  They're planning to outline an 

opposition to governor Brownback’s budget plans. Senate minority leader Anthony Hensley and house 



 

 

minority leader Tom Burroughs will speak during the news conference.  Brownback's budget proposals call 

for increases in cigarette and alcohol taxes, and transfers of funds from the transportation budget.  It's in an 

effort to fix a 710-million dollar shortfall. 

 

1/28/2015                4pm 

Kansas lawmakers have two weeks to find a solution to the state's budget shortfall.  They have to close a 

projected 279-million-dollar hole for this fiscal year.  The state budget director told lawmakers today... 

They need to pass a bill by February 13th so the state can pay its bills on time.  Governor Sam Brownback 

proposed diverting money from highway projects to general government programs and to make select 

spending cuts. Right now the budget is in committee. 

 

2/6/2015                  4pm 

Stocks have been higher again today, after the government reported job gains last month.  Investors are 

anticipating the burst in hiring will mean stronger economic growth, as well as higher interest rates.  The 

government reported this morning employers added 257-thousand jobs last month, more than economists 

expected. 

 

2/10/2015                4pm 

The state can now pay its bills on time.  Governor Brownback signed the budget bill in to law.  It's aimed at 

closing the state's 344-million-dollar budget gap. The bill mostly diverts money from highway projects and 

other special funds.  The state also is shortening contributions to pensions for teachers and government 

workers. 

 

2/18/2015                8am 

Kansas' secretary of state says more new businesses were formed last year than at any point since 2003.  

Kris Kobach says more than 15-thousand new businesses were formed last year.  He says this shows that a 

move to exempt nearly 200 thousand business owners from income taxes succeeded in attracting 

investment.  

 

2/25/2015                9pm 

People living in Scott City could be footing the bill for a new wellness center. The city wants residents to 

support a two-million dollar levy increase.  It would help fund construction of the new facility.  The new 

wellness center would include.... An indoor walking track, a cardio weight room, two aerobics rooms, two 

basketball courts, and two volleyball courts.  Officials with the center say.... Right now, they don't have an 

indoor facility to play sports--which means they have to use school gyms - and they're still running out of 

room.  Residents will vote for this mill increase during a general election April seventh.  If passed... It 

would raise taxes an extra five-dollars from last year for a 100-thousand dollar home. 

 

3/19/2015                4pm 

New at 4 ... Airbus Wichita could soon be leaving old town... For a new building on the Wichita state 

campus. The Wichita eagle reports the university will make the announcement next week that airbus will be 

the first corporation to open offices in its new innovation campus. That campus would house businesses, 

classrooms and research next door to each other. The airbus offices would be in the planned experiential 

engineering building which the university expects to begin constructing later this year. Wichita aviation 

experts say... It's a logical move for airbus. <sot verbatim: 13:05:02 wouldn't surprise me. I think what will 

happen is that even the ones that are here will make sure that they have a presence on the campus.  5:09 

doesn't necessarily mean that'll be their only presence. 5:13 but it's certainly a great idea to be a part of that 

innovation campus.  5:15 > the eagle also says next week's announcement will include plans for w-s-u to 

move into the airbus buildings in old town. 

 

3/20/2015                8am 

United way of the plains says if a Kansas bill passes ... It could mean a loss of hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in donations. The bill... In part... Would not allow *voluntary* payroll deductions from state and 

school district employees. That includes... Union dues, car and house payments... Even charities. The 

united way here in Wichita estimates it could cost them about 300-thousand dollars. The charity says that's 

just a small percentage of what they bring in each year in donations ... But it would have major 



 

 

consequences if that money was gone. <sot verbatim: 52:28 "to lose that money means that we would 

reduce or eliminate service to about 1200 individuals. Or we have 15 agencies we are granting money to in 

the range of $300,000, which one of them should we eliminate? That's the kind of issue this represents. The 

amendment passed on a "voice vote" today in a senate committee. The bill will go to the full senate next... 

For a vote. 

 

3/23/2015                4pm 

Westar customers... You'll get some of your money back on your bill. The energy company says it collected 

millions of dollars more than it should have last year. Westar charged customers...38 million more than it 

should have for a fuel charge. The rebates will average about one-dollar-and-26-cents a month. 

 

3/30/2015       8pm 

Lower oil prices means bad news for a garden city manufacturing company. Palmer manufacturing and 

tank is laying off 80 workers. The layoffs are part of 245 jobs the company is eliminating in three states. 

The company manufactures steel and fiberglass tanks and processing equipment for the oil and gas 

industry. A spokeswoman says fewer orders are coming in because of low oil prices. It's also closing a 

plant in South Carolina. 

 

3/31/2015                9pm 

Happening now...the state receives lower than expected revenues in March... New numbers that came-in 

just 30 minutes ago... Show the state ended-up more than 11 million dollars below expectations for March. 

While individual income tax receipts beat expectations. Other taxes, like corporate and sales taxes... Were 

all lower than estimates. The state revenue department says.... The numbers are still better than the first 

nine months of the *last fiscal year. 



 

 

 

EDUCATION 
 

1/27/2015                9pm 

New at nine, things will soon be changing in your child's classroom, and you can have a say in how it 

changes. That’s the point behind the state's new education commissioner's listening tour. Pilar Pedraza 

asked the commissioner what changes you can expect... when he stopped in Wichita today. Well, that's 

what he's trying to figure out, and he wants your help to do it.  Randy Watson is going town to town asking 

what *you* think is wrong with Kansas' public education system and how to fix it. The Kansas education 

commissioner has only been in charge for two months... but he says the time is right for a change in our 

system. And he's asking what you think those changes should be. What do you think Kansas students need 

to be learning to be successful? The plan is to take those ideas back to Topeka... where the state school 

board will shape them into a new educational plan. One they would take to Washington d-c to ask for 

permission to use in place of no child left behind in Kansas. He says it'll take time to complete the plan and 

get federal approval... but the state isn't waiting around.  Watson told me you can expect to begin to see 

changes in your child's classroom as early as next fall.  What those changes are depend on you.  The stop in 

Wichita was the third on the education commissioner’s listening tour... he's got fourteen more stops on the 

schedule.  To find out when he's coming to a town near you. Go to k-w-c-h dot com after the newscast and 

look for the web link. 

 

2/6/2015                  4pm 

A day after Governor Sam Brownback says he'll cut nearly 45-million dollars from Kansas schools, 

universities and colleges... Districts are still trying to determine what it could mean for your child's 

education. Pilar Pedraza looks for the governor in Topeka to ask him if more cuts are coming. We tried to 

speak with the governor about those cuts... But he was out of town for the day, in private meetings with 

Kansas' tribal leaders. But lawmakers who were here told me fixing the state's budget and education 

funding remains a major part of their job this year. Most at the statehouse agree...there's no way to fix the 

700-plus million dollar budget shortfall Kansas is facing without including cuts to education. But there's 

disagreement over whether Thursday’s announcement is a cut. But republicans say due to unexpected 

increases in property values and enrollment. That 134- million ballooned to more than 200-million for 

schools. Leading to Thursday’s pull back. But educators disagree. And this fix only deals with the current 

shortfall... Some lawmakers say. The shortfalls may not be over. So just how badly will, Thursday’s cuts 

hurt schools?  It depends on who you talk to here. I'll have more on that coming up new at five on 

eyewitness news on channel 12. Republican leaders say most districts have enough money from local 

option budget taxes and special flexible fund to cover the 1-point-five percent reduction.  They say Wichita 

schools have more than 26-million dollars in those two accounts and is only losing 3-million in state aid. 

The school district however disagrees with those numbers hear more from them coming up tonight at 5 on 

kwch 12 

 

2/9/2015                  7am 

Kansas schools trying to find ways to cut down their budgets while still giving your children the best 

education after a 45 million dollar cut. Emily griffin explains how the Wichita school district is responding.  

It's been an ongoing battle for several years now... How much money should Kansas schools get?  Last 

year, a court order instructed the state to give more money to students who needed it the most.  Lawmakers 

responded and increased the budget... But now, some of that increase is going away.   It’s part of the 45 

million dollar cut.  And school districts say it's causing a hang up in their own budgets... Mostly because 

they had already set their budget this year, and now... Trying to cut it down halfway through the year is 

tough.  And they have until March seventh to do it. District 259 met Friday to try to find ways to cut its 

budget and is still looking for answers.  Tonight, we would learn more about what those district leaders 

have decided and where that money is going to come from. The superintendent will be at tonight's school 

board meeting that starts at six and possibly make a decision.  We'll of course be following the story 

throughout the day so look for updates on eyewitness news tonight. 

 



 

 

2/18/2015                8am 

Kansas faces a 600-million dollar deficit in its next fiscal year.  Now lawmakers are looking for ways to cut 

costs and save money.  One plan is to consolidate school administrations. Lawmakers will begin discussing 

a bill today that would allow school districts to join together in things like purchasing textbooks... Training 

teachers and running payrolls.  However, many school districts are already working together... Trying to 

save what money they can in operating costs.  This bill doesn't require, but allows consolidation of certain 

administrative services like building maintenance and custodial services and human resources.  Pilar 

Pedraza will be at today's hearing.  Watch for her reports on air and online at k-w-c-h dot com.  You can 

also follow her on twitter. 

 

2/26/2015                4pm 

Home school students could soon join activities at public schools.  The Kansas senate passed the bill this 

morning.  The proposal allows home school students to participate in any activities at Kansas public 

schools, even if that student does not attend the school. 

 

3/5/2015                  9pm 

Plans for Wichita state's new innovation campus are moving forward.  Today the city planning commission 

approved amended zoning code for the mix-use project.  The development will be built in phases on the 

former site of Braeburn golf course.... Near 21st and Oliver.  Plans include space for restaurants, retail... 

And entertainment.... As well as a hotel and apartments.  The first building of the innovation campus will 

be under construction later this spring. 

 

3/6/2015                  4pm 

New information this hour on the plan to change how the state funds your child's school.   Republican 

leaders announced a plan Thursday incorporating the governor's proposal to give districts block grants.  

The Kansas department of education says new data shows schools would lose an additional 23 million 

dollars in state aid before the end of June under the plan.  The governor already announced cuts of 28-

million-dollars... To help balance the budget. Those cuts take effect tomorrow.  Pilar Pedraza is looking 

into the plan and how it affects individual districts...look for more from her on eyewitness news at 5. 

 

3/11/2015                7am 

The school day was a little somber for mount hope elementary students.  We told you yesterday that the 

school will be closing down as part of budget cuts.  The haven school district found out that it will lose 

more than 250-thousand dollars from its budget just this year.  That's why they decided to close the school 

which has 32 students.  The students will be bused to other schools...some 10 to 15 miles away. Some staff 

will lose their position as well. 

 

3/12/2015                7am 

Several superintendents are expected to be in Topeka for that session today. Skyline superintendent mike 

sanders from Pratt tells us if block grant funding passes he could be up against some tough decisions... 

Skyline has a 4-point-1 million dollar budget ... But under block grant funding it will lose about 118 

thousand dollars this year. Sanders says he wants to communicate with lawmakers to let them know that if 

they pass this block grant plan ... The district will face an immediate budget shortfall. <sot verbatim: 43:02  

for us we won't have any reserves we will not make payroll or pay bills if this block grant goes through. > 

under this plan ... Several million dollars will be set aside for an extraordinary need fund ... But sanders 

says there's not enough to help every school. Sanders says if skyline doesn't get those funds, his districts 

and others will likely go to a no funds warrant ... Which is basically an application for an immediate tax 

hike on property owners. 

 

3/13/2015                4pm 

The school, block-grant funding measure might not head to the Kansas senate on Monday. State 

representatives could call for a re-vote... After narrowly approving the school funding overhaul this 

morning. The bill overhauls how the state distributes more than 4 billion dollars to public schools. 

Opponents call it another cut to school finances…Supporters say it just holds funding at current levels, 

while giving schools more flexibility in how they spend that money. After hours of debate yesterday...the 

final vote today was expected to take mere minutes. Instead... It took hours... Because lawmakers called for 



 

 

a special procedure... That forced house members to stay in their seats until missing members could be 

found and escorted to the vote. 

 

3/17/2015                4pm 

We're learning new details regarding a school finance lawsuit ... Kansas attorney general Derek Schmidt 

files an appeal to the state's Supreme Court -asking it to review a ruling that school funding in Kansas is 

inadequate. Schmidt asked a three-judge panel in January to provide an explanation for that conclusion. 

Just last week ... The panel declined that request. With the appeal ... The issue regarding the adequacy of 

Kansas school funding will go back to the Supreme Court. A separate challenge over the distribution of 

school funding remains with a lower court. 

 

3/25/2015                9pm 

Governor Sam Brownback has signed the education block grant bill. Lawmakers passed the measure earlier 

this month. It removes the current school funding formula, providing block grants to schools instead. The 

legislature will spend the next two years drafting a new funding formula. 

 

3/26/2015                9pm 

A local school is teaching kids about disabilities in a unique way. Showing students what some people face 

everyday. As Hannah Davis shows us... The lesson plan at Benton elementary.  

 

3/27/2015                8am 

Dozens of Kansas school districts have filed a motion to block a new education bill...it was signed into law 

Wednesday night by governor Sam Brownback...the legislation removes the current funding formula... 

Providing block grants to schools. The group "schools for fair funding" says it violates state constitutional 

requirements for equitable funding... Lawmakers say they plan to spend the next two years creating a *new 

funding formula. 

 

3/30/2015                7am 

A group of teachers and parents should end their walk today to the state capitol. Members of the group 

"game on for Kansas schools" walked 60 miles from Merriam to Topeka over 3 days. They say they're 

walking to raise awareness on funding and policy issues facing the state, and its school kids. Governor Sam 

Brownback signed a school funding bill earlier this month.  It gives school districts "block grants" based on 

their current aid for the next two school years. The group "schools for fair funding" says it violates state 

constitutional requirements for equitable funding...     



 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

1/1/2015                  7am 

Early Thursday, skies are mostly cloudy and temps have fallen into the single-digits and teens with light 

southwesterly winds. Thursday afternoon will be gray and chilly but dry. Afternoon highs will top-out 

around 30 degrees under a mostly cloudy sky. 

 

1/2/2015                  8am 

Early Friday, skies are partly cloudy and temps have fallen into the single digits west and teens elsewhere 

with light winds. Friday afternoon clouds will cover Kansas once again and highs will range from upper 

20s in the northwest to mid-30s across central and eastern Kansas. Future Track shows us, increasing 

clouds Friday but we'll stay dry through the evening hours. Rain, freezing rain and areas of snow develop, 

move-in from our southwest and become more widespread through the day Saturday before ending Sunday 

morning. Our 7-Day forecast... shows us dry weather after Saturday's storm system but we'll stay very cold 

through the first full week of 2015 with highs only topping-out in the 20s and 30s. 

 

1/3/2015                  9pm 

Parts of at least *three highways are shut down right now due to the winter storm.   I-70 is closed between 

hays And Colorado.   U-s 50 is shut down between garden city and Dodge City. And u-s 283 is closed from 

Dodge City to Jetmore.  One of the biggest issues is high winds causing blowing and drifting of snow.  

And, along i-70 the Kansas department of transportation says hotels in towns west of hays have filled up 

with people waiting out the snow.  There's also a large portion of i-70 in eastern Colorado closed after there 

were multiple accidents there this evening.  Go to k-w-c-h dot com for a map of road conditions... You can 

also call 5-1-1. 

 

1/4/2015                  9pm 

Accidents plagued Wichita roads last night.  As inches of snow fell throughout the city.  But tonight there 

are new concerns.  Anna auld is live... Tracking the roads for us tonight. Jade, i was out here at this 

intersection last night and it definitely was a different story.  Road conditions were bad and traffic was 

slow, but tonight after that sun came out today and melted a little bit of that snow and ice, roads are looking 

pretty good.  Troopers say last night they worked about 15 accidents in Wichita alone.  There were several 

slide offs and single car accidents along those interchanges.  We checked in tonight and they say they 

haven't worked any or very few weather related accidents.  But what troopers are worried about is the black 

ice that we will start to see from that slush melting today.  As the trooper said in these situations where the 

road may just look wet, be really careful because it could be a patch of black ice.  So for the next few days 

especially going into tomorrow when everyone will be out for rush hour in the morning be mindful of that.  

I'll be back out here at 10 with another update. 

 

1/5/2015                  4pm 

We're at 9.9" of snow so far. That's 4" above normal. The average through January 3rd is 6" 

 

1/6/2015                  8am 

Early Tuesday, high clouds covered most of Kansas and temperatures have fallen into teens with light 

northerly winds. We'll see some Tuesday afternoon with highs in the 20s over most central and eastern 

Kansas, while the west warms into the mid to upper-30s. Future Track shows us, a mix of sun and clouds 

Tuesday along with lighter winds and cooler temps. An Arctic cold front will plow through Kansas tonight 

ushering in more clouds, a fresh shot of bitter cold air, a few flurries and gusty northerly winds. Wednesday 

we'll see decreasing clouds, gusty winds and feel sub-zero and single-digit wind chills all day. Our 7-Day 

forecast... shows us dry, cold weather through week's end followed by a chance of flurries/light snow 

Saturday. Wednesday will be the coldest day this week but highs will stay in the chilly 20s and 30s through 

next week. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1/7/2015                  7am 

Early Wednesday, clouds covered most of Kansas and a few, fading, flurries were passing through the 

eastern half of our state. Temperatures continue to tumble and wind chills have fallen into single-digits and 

teens below zero with gusty northerly winds. We'll see some sun Wednesday afternoon but highs will only 

top-out in the teens and wind chills will stay below zero most of the day. Gusty winds should back-off a bit 

by afternoon. Future Track shows us, decreasing clouds and winds Wednesday afternoon. Skies will be 

clear tonight and it will be colder so even with lighter winds, it'll still feel like the teens below-zero 

Thursday morning. Look for sunny skies and gusty southerly winds Thursday afternoon. Another Arctic 

cold front arrives late tomorrow night ushering in a fresh shot of colder air and a return to northerly winds 

Friday. Our 7-Day forecast... shows us a chance for light snow/flurries Sunday with chilly highs in the low 

to mid-30s through the middle of next week. 

 

1/8/2015                  4pm 

Let's look at those wind chills right now.    Here's your evening hourly forecast.  More cold air arriving 

tonight but wind chills not as cold Friday morning as they were this morning but you'll still need to bundle 

up.  You'll hopefully like the improvements we see in the weekend forecast.  I'll be back to show you 

that...coming up! 

 

1/9/2015                  7am 

Early Friday, a few flurries are flying across central and western Kansas with mostly cloudy skies 

elsewhere. Temps are in the single-digits and teens and wind chills have dipped to near zero for some with 

single-digits for others. Friday afternoon well see decreasing clouds but it will be colder with highs in the 

20s. Future Track shows us, decreasing clouds and winds Friday then mostly clear skies and gusty 

southerly winds cranking-up Friday night into Saturday morning. Tomorrow afternoon look for mostly 

sunny skies and decreasing winds. More clouds will push back into Kansas by Sunday morning but we'll 

stay dry. Our 7-Day forecast... shows us a chance of light snow/flurries Tuesday followed by dry weather 

with a slow warming trend through week's end as highs finally climb back into the 40s by Thursday and 

Friday. 

 

1/10/2015                9pm 

Here's a look at the weather timeline for the rest of the weekend.  Here's HD Future Track. We'll see mostly 

clear to partly cloudy skies overnight.  More clouds are forecast southeast of Wichita, where a little light 

freezing drizzle can't be ruled out.  Some patchy fog is possible too in western Kansas.  A cold front will 

slowly nudge into central Kansas by early morning, providing a north wind behind it. For Sunday you can 

expect increasing clouds statewide, especially in the east.  Some patchy freezing drizzle can't be ruled out 

east of Wichita in the early morning with some patchy drizzle late in the day along and especially east of 

the Kansas Turnpike.  Highs statewide will reach the 30s. Colder air is forecast for Monday. Here's a look 

at Capitol Federal skycam 12.  A check of 9 p.m. temperatures.  Here's tonight's forecast.  A look at 

Sunday's weather. Here's your 7-day forecast, the next storm system will bring a chance of some light snow 

especially over the southern areas of the state late Tuesday through early Wednesday morning.  A nice 

warming trend kicks in for the latter part of the work week. 

 

1/11/2015                9pm 

Behind a cold front, temperatures will be colder for the start of the new week. Overnight, north winds will 

usher in colder air, with lows falling into the teens for most of the area. Some icy roads are possible in far 

eastern Kansas, but it's unlikely for the rest of the state. Some sunshine will peek through the clouds 

Monday afternoon with temperatures mainly in the 20s. North winds will be diminishing. An approaching 

storm system will spread more clouds over the area Tuesday, with a chance to see some light snow 

developing in southwest Kansas Tuesday night. Central and eastern Kansas will have a chance to see some 

light snow Wednesday. Little, if any accumulation is expected at this time. 

 

1/12/2015                7am 

Early Monday, north winds are ushering in colder air and temps have fallen into the teens. There has been 

some patchy freezing drizzle across far eastern Kansas, but none to speak of, elsewhere. 



 

 

We might see a bit of sun peek through the clouds Monday afternoon but temperatures will only top-out in 

the 20s to around 30 degrees. North winds will be backing-off later in the day. 

 

1/13/2015                4pm 

Increasing clouds will keep temperatures from falling drastically this evening. Light snow, more likely 

flurries, will be possible overnight mainly over southern Kansas. No significant accumulations are 

expected. Temperatures will begin to recover tomorrow then really warm up by Friday. HD Future Track 

shows the fact that no significant snowfall is expected. Here are the current conditions and forecasts. 

 

1/14/2015                8am 

Early Wednesday, patchy light snow and flurries are showing up on radar and moving to the east-northeast. 

Temperatures have only fallen into the teens and winds are very light statewide. Clouds will give way to 

sunshine by Wednesday afternoon and it looks like the warmest temperatures will be in the west with highs 

near 40 degrees with mid to upper-30s across central and eastern Kansas.  Future Track shows us, 

decreasing clouds Wednesday afternoon then mostly clear skies overnight. Thursday looks sunny and 

warmer with light westerly winds followed by another chilly night with just a few high clouds through 

early Friday morning. Our 7-Day forecast... looks dry and mild with highs climbing into the low to mid-50s 

Friday through Monday and only dipping into the upper-40s again by Tuesday. 

 

1/15/2015                9pm 

After another chilly night things will warm up quickly tomorrow with abundant sunshine and south to 

southwest winds. A cold front moves through Friday night into early Saturday dropping readings a little on 

Saturday. It warms right back up on Sunday. Things start to cool down a bit to start the work week then get 

even cooler by mid-week. Here are the current conditions and forecasts. 

 

1/16/2015                7am 

Early Friday, skies are clear, winds are light and temps have only fallen into the 20s to lower-30s. Friday 

afternoon look for more blue skies, a fresh breeze and highs around 60 nearly statewide.  Future Track 

shows us... Sunny skies, fresh south to southwest winds and even warmer temps Friday. A dry cold front 

will plow through Kansas tonight dragging in a band of scattered clouds and shifting winds around to the 

north-northwest. Saturday will be windy or breezy but only slightly cooler under a mostly sunny to partly 

cloudy sky. Gusty winds should slowly back-off Saturday evening.  Our 7-Day forecast... looks warmer 

again Sunday with a high near 60 then dry and mild Monday and Tuesday With highs in the low to mid-50s 

followed by colder temps dipping back to around 40 by Thursday. 

 

1/17/2015                9pm 

It turned out very mild.  Current temperatures look like this.  Here's your evening planner.  You'll enjoy 

Sunday's weather too.  We could challenge some record highs on Sunday.  I'll be back with the details a 

little later. 

 

1/18/2015                9pm 

High temperatures today ranged from the mid-50s to as warm as 70 at Winfield/Arkansas City. Wichita tied 

the record high for the date. And how beautiful is this storm shot sent to us by Kathie Rogers. Our Storm 

Team 12 weather app shows the quick morning warm up. It will turn cooler as the week goes on. Here are 

the current conditions. HD Future Track shows the next cold front a chance for some moisture coming our 

way late tomorrow into early Tuesday. Here are your local forecasts. 

 

1/19/2015                7am 

Early Monday, skies are mostly clear and temps have only fallen into the 20s and 30s with light winds. 

Monday afternoon will bring partly cloudy skies, highs in the low to mid-60s and west to northwest winds 

under 20 mph. 

 

1/20/2015                8am 

Early Tuesday morning, clouds cover most of Kansas and scattered rain are drifting to the east. Temps are 

still in the 30s to around 40 so nothings freezing on area roads for now. The far west could still see some 

light snow but no accumulation. Tuesday afternoon clouds will slowly decrease from north to south and 



 

 

highs will climb into the much cooler, 40s and 50s. Future Track shows us... an area of light rain, and some 

patchy freezing drizzle out west, moving east then fading away by Tuesday afternoon. Clouds will break a 

bit late in the day through the evening. After midnight, more clouds will sweep back into southwestern 

Kansas and some could see a light wintry mix but most of the heavier, rain/sleet/snow, should stay to our 

south. Our 7-Day forecast... looks dry and fairly mild; Thursday's high will stay in the 40s followed by a 

return to the low to mid-50s Friday through early next week. 

 

1/21/2015                4pm 

Your spring fling has moved on.  Winter weather has moved in to far southwestern Kansas.  Snow started 

falling in liberal about two hours ago.  Storm team 12 says the area could receive up to four inches of snow.  

Liberal Street department workers started prepping their roads early. They're out pouring salt on all the 

main streets and intersections.  This department will have 8 workers on standby tonight in case the road 

conditions get worse.  The snow in Liberal is expected to end after midnight. 

 

1/22/2015                9pm 

Chilly nights and warmer afternoon temperatures will be the theme for Kansas weather heading into the 

weekend. Clear skies and lows falling into the teens and low 20s will be common in Kansas overnight. The 

winds will remain light. A few high clouds will show up Friday with temperatures warming to around 50 

over most of the state. Central and eastern Kansas will have a southwest breeze, but most of western 

Kansas can expect a change in wind direction back to the northwest. Highs near 60 can be expected for the 

upcoming weekend with gusty winds returning by Sunday. 

 

1/23/2015                7am 

Early Friday, skies are clear skies and temps have fallen into the teens and lower-20s and the winds are 

light. A veil of middle and high-level clouds spread over most of Kansas by Friday afternoon when 

temperatures warm to around 50 degrees.  

 

1/24/2015                9pm 

People across Kansas enjoyed some warmer temps today.  Highs in the 60s here in Wichita.  Good day to 

enjoy a round of golf in January.  And now, some areas are enjoying a little rain.  Let's go to Rodney Price 

in the weather center. 
 

1/25/2015                9pm 

Four earthquakes shake parts of Kansas and Oklahoma overnight. The biggest was a 3-point-7 magnitude 

quake that struck near Caldwell, Kansas around 3-30 this morning.  A smaller 2-point-7 magnitude 

earthquake struck just northwest of Caldwell around 7-30 last night.  So far, there are no reports of damage. 

 

1/26/2015                7am 

Early Monday, gusty winds have backed-off and temps have fallen into the lower 30s under a clear sky. 

Monday will be sunny with afternoon temperatures climbing to around 70 degrees with gusty westerly 

winds. Future Track shows us... Clear skies Monday along with very warm temps. West winds will be a bit 

gusty Monday afternoon but not as strong as they were Sunday. Skies will be clear tonight and mostly 

sunny Tuesday along with more spring-like highs in the 60s and 70s and even a few records. Tuesday night 

will bring a mix of scattered clouds and stars. Our 7-Day forecast... shows us highs in the 70s Wednesday 

with gusty winds then more gusty winds and tumbling temps Thursday. Highs will continue to fall into 

Saturday as they drop into the lower-40s. Right now it looks like we'll stay dry through the week and into 

our weekend. 

 

1/27/2015                9pm 

After near record highs again Wednesday, temperatures will be trending cooler for the second half of the 

week. A cold front is expected to arrive Wednesday evening. Lows overnight will fall into the upper 30s 

and low 40s. Skies will be mostly clear. Some clouds will show up on Wednesday with high temperatures 

expected to the low to mid 70s for most of the state. It should be a little cooler for the northwest with highs 

in the upper 60s. Much of central and eastern Kansas will have a chance for record highs. Dry weather is 

expected Thursday and Friday, but temperatures will be getting back to normal with highs in the 40s. There 

is a chance for some rain and snow into the weekend. Stay tuned for updates. 



 

 

 

1/28/2015                4pm 

The weather timeline shows record watch for today, cooler for tomorrow and moisture for the first half of 

the weekend.  Here's HD FutureTrack over the next 36 hours.  Rain/snow chances pick up late Friday into 

Saturday.  Here's a look at current temperatures.  A check of this tonight's forecast.  Tomorrow you can 

expect this.  Here's your 7-day forecast. 

 

1/29/2015                8am 

Early Thursday, temps are tumbling into the 20s and 30s under mostly clear to mostly cloudy skies. Gusty 

northerly winds have driven wind chills down into 10s and 20s. Thursday afternoon we'll see partly cloudy 

skies and MUCH colder highs in the mid-40s to around 50 degrees.  Gusty northerly winds will make it 

feel even colder, especially for central and eastern Kansas. Future Track shows us... Partly to mostly cloudy 

skies Thursday, gusty northerly winds and colder temps. Tonight look for clearing skies, lighter winds and 

colder temps. Friday will bring increasing clouds and slightly cooler temps. Late Friday night into early 

Saturday a light wintry mix of rain/sleet/snow will be possible. Our 7-Day forecast... Occasional light rain-

snow Saturday then gusty winds and colder highs in the 30s Sunday but it'll be dry. More cold 30s Monday 

then back to the 40s Tuesday and Wednesday before another shot of cold air arrives late next week. 

 

1/30/2015                7am 

Early Friday, skies are mostly clear to partly cloudy, winds are light and temps are in the 20s. Clouds will 

gradually overspread Kansas Friday afternoon and highs will only struggle into the mid-40s as winds shift 

around to the south.   A few rain showers could develop around southwest Kansas later in the end of the 

day but the drops will be few and far between.  

 

1/31/2015                9pm 

Here's HD Super Doppler.  A look at the snowfall forecast.  Snow and wind chills will be the biggest 

concerns.  Here's HD FutureTrack.  Your hourly forecast for Sunday.  Here's Capitol Federal Skycam 12. 

Temperatures right now.  Here's tonight's forecast.  A look ahead to Sunday in the west and then the east.  

Here's your 7-day forecast.  Now your regional 7-day forecast. 

 

2/1/2015                  9pm 

Snow... Ice... Wind and rain.  Winter weather hit across the state today, and even colder temps are expected 

tomorrow morning.  Chief meteorologist Ross Janssen is tracking the cold weather tonight... 

 

2/2/2015                  7am 

Early Monday, our gusty winds have backed-down but temps have fallen into the single digits and under a 

mostly clear sky. Despite lighter winds - early morning wind chills are at or just below zero. Monday 

afternoon, temperatures will warm into the 30s and 40s nearly statewide however; there could be some 

lower-50s around Goodland.  Look for fresh southerly winds around 15-20 with higher gusts at time. 

 

2/3/2015                  4pm 

Quick changes in our weather the next few days. Warmer today, colder tomorrow and Thursday then 

warmer again beginning Friday. Throw in a little snow tomorrow and then near record temperatures on 

Saturday and you see the kind of winter we are having. 

 

2/4/2015                  9pm 

Earthquakes are causing state officials in Oklahoma to shut down disposal wells. It's happening in Alfalfa 

County just across the state line with Kansas. The Oklahoma corporation commission has directed the 

company sand-ridge to shut down two disposal wells there. This comes as part of the agency's earthquake 

response. They will consult with the operator and decide whether the wells can restart at a reduced level. 

 

2/5/2015                  7am 

New this morning, some of you have called eyewitness news overnight letting us know an earthquake woke 

you up.  A 3 point 8 earthquake was measured near Helena, Oklahoma around 1 a.m.  There was also one 

near Cherokee, Oklahoma around 11 last night. That one measured at 3 point 1. 

 



 

 

2/6/2015                  4pm 

Let's see where we are currently with our temperatures.   Records have been broken in the northwest part of 

Kansas.  Here's your evening planner. 

 

2/7/2015                  9pm 

We'll wake up Sunday morning with sunshine and just a few high clouds.  Your hourly forecast will be 

pleasant through Noon.  We'll see how the afternoon looks here in a bit. 

 

2/8/2015                  9pm 

After a warm, record setting weekend with temperatures, the weather looks to remain mild for the start of 

the new week. Mainly clear skies can be expected heading into the night with lows in the 30s. The winds 

will remain light. Monday will be sunny with a few high clouds rolling through in the afternoon. The winds 

will turn to the south/southeast but should stay on the lighter side (under 20 mph) Highs will be in the 60s 

for much of the area. Tuesday will continue to be very mild with highs in the 60s to near 70, but a push of 

cooler air will settle in for the middle of the week and drop the temperatures Wednesday and Thursday. It's 

unlikely that we will have any moisture around here this week. 

 

2/9/2015                  7am 

Early Monday, skies are mostly clear and temps are in the 30s with light winds. Monday will be sunny with 

a few high clouds passing through by afternoon.  The wind will shift to the south/southeast but should stay 

fairly light, (under 20 mph).  Highs will top-out in the 60s for most of our area. 

 

2/10/2015                4pm 

A cold front will move southward tonight bringing an end to our above normal readings for a couple of 

days. HD Future Track shows the cold front tonight and clouds that will follow behind it. No significant 

precipitation is expected as the front moves through. Here are the current conditions and forecasts. 

 

2/11/2015                9pm 

More temperatures changes can be expected over the next several days. Lows will fall into the teens 

overnight with decreasing winds and mainly clear skies. Thursday looks a little colder for central and 

eastern Kansas, but some areas in the west will warm back into the 50s. The winds will turn to the south or 

southeast for the afternoon. Some high clouds will be passing through. Friday will be milder with 

temperatures in the 50s for much of the state. Another cold front will push in from the northeast and drop 

the temperatures going into the weekend. Highs will be in the 30s and 40s for both Saturday and Sunday. 

Although some light snow is possible in far northeast Kansas Sunday, much of the state will have a dry 

weekend. 

 

2/12/2015                7am 

Early Thursday, temps are in the teens, winds are light and skies are mostly clear. Thursday looks a bit 

colder for central and eastern Kansas while temperatures over the west will warm back into the 50s.  Winds 

will shift to the south or southeast later in the day with some passing high clouds. 

 

2/13/2015                8am 

Early Friday, a few high clouds are still overhead, temperatures are in the 20s and 30s and winds are fairly 

light from the south/southwest. Friday will be warmest day of the next seven with afternoon highs in the 

60s across most of western Kansas with 50s expected elsewhere.  The wind direction will be shifting to the 

north to northwest later in the day. 

 

2/14/2015                9pm 

Check out the current wind chills in Kansas.  If you're heading out shortly for a late Valentine's Day 

festivities, bundle up!  Here's your Sunday morning hourly forecast.  We'll see what else we'll have to face 

Sunday...coming up later. 

 

2/15/2015                9pm 

Light snow will spread across Kansas through the night and early Monday. The heaviest will end up in 

southeast Kansas, with some areas receiving 3-6 inches by Monday afternoon. Low temperatures will fall 



 

 

into the teens overnight with north winds. Light snow will spread from north to south. By early Monday, 

much of the state could receive up to an inch, with locally higher amounts east of I-135. Snow is expected 

for the morning drive Monday, but will end for the afternoon with some sunshine breaking through the 

clouds. Highs will be in the mid and upper 30s with north winds making it feel colder. Although a few 

flurries could fall Tuesday, there won't be any accumulation. Temperatures remain below normal through 

midweek with highs in the 30s and low 40s. 

 

2/16/2015                4pm 

Winter weather won't be a problem if you need to get out on the roads tonight.  The sun came out today 

clearing up many of the roads around the Wichita-metro area.  But right now in northwest Kansas there's a 

winter mix falling. Storm team 12 meteorologist Merril Teller shows us where it's going. 

 

2/17/2015                7am 

Early Tuesday, temperatures are in the lower-20s with northwest winds and radar is showing patchy flurries 

and light snow for a few folks around eastern Kansas. The best chance for light snow and flurries will 

through early afternoon Tuesday with flake-free weather and some sunshine peeking through the clouds 

later in the day. High temperatures will range from the upper-30s for the central and east to the lower-40s 

for western Kansas. Northwest winds will be gusty over western Kansas. 

 

2/18/2015                8am 

Early Wednesday, skies are clear in the east with clouds covering parts of the west but it's dry. 

Temperatures are in the teens with light northerly winds. Look for a mix of sun and clouds Wednesday 

afternoon but highs will only climb into the lower-30s across central Kansas while parts of the west see 

some 40s.  Shifting winds should be under 15 mph. Future Track shows us... Scattered clouds passing 

through Kansas Wednesday but we'll stay dry and cold with highs in the 30s and 40s and lighter winds. 

Tonight look for increasing clouds but no snow. Thursday clouds will thin and we'll warm-up a bit with 

highs ranging from the upper 30s northeast to around 50 for the southwest. Thursday night into Friday 

morning look for increasing clouds again. Our 7-Day forecast... Our February chill sticks around through 

the rest of our week with highs in the 30s and 40s. Saturday will bring rain changing to snow and Sunday 

will be very cold and breezy with a.m. light snow or flurries. 

 

2/19/2015               9pm 

After a quiet day Friday, expect the storm to arrive this weekend with chances for rain changing to snow 

around the area. A few clouds will pass through overnight with lows in the 20s around the area. The winds 

will back down through the night. Despite the increase in clouds Friday, it will be warmer. Highs will be 

close to 50 in central Kansas and some 60s will show up in the southwest. Light rain and drizzle will 

develop Friday night, with a chance for some icy weather across northwest Kansas. Some slick roads can 

be expected in western and northern Kansas early Saturday, but conditions will improve for the afternoon. 

The most significant snowfall will take place in western Kansas Saturday evening and into the night. 

Accumulations will be heaviest in the west. 

 

2/20/2015                4pm 

The next "winter storm system" coming our way is in Colorado.  By this weekend, we could see heavy 

snow in parts of western Kansas. Storm team 12 is issuing "weather alert days" for Saturday and Sunday.  

Meteorologist Rodney Price is tracking the timing and the totals. 

 

2/21/2015                9pm 

You can see the rain and snow in western Kansas on HD Super Doppler radar.  A winter storm warning is 

in effect.  Snow will be the biggest concern but wind chills aren't far behind, especially into Sunday night.  

Here's the snowfall forecast.  This will be a prolonged snow event in western Kansas and as such, we 

expect completely snow packed roadways and some closures are possible thanks to the blowing and 

drifting nature of the snow.   

 

2/22/2015                9pm 

Areas of light snow and flurries will continue into the night, but no additional accumulation is expected. 



 

 

Some roads will continue to be snow packed and dangerous through the night and early morning hours of 

Monday. Low temperatures will fall into the single digits above zero. Wind chills may drop below zero for 

a few hours early Monday, but the wind is expected to go down. There is still a chance for light snow and 

flurries across the west Monday, but some sunshine may peek through the clouds for central and eastern 

Kansas. Highs will be in the teens and low 20s. Tuesday will have sunshine as the temperatures warm back 

above freezing. Another storm system will push toward Kansas midweek, bringing chances for light snow 

and more Arctic air arriving by Thursday and Friday. 

 

2/23/2015                7am 

Early Monday, patchy light snow/flurries are still sliding through parts of Kansas but no accumulation is 

expected. A few roads will still to be snow-packed through the early morning hours.  Temperatures are in 

the single-digits for many and wind chills are a bit below zero but winds are fairly light. Western Kansas 

could see a little more light snow or flurries across Monday while central and eastern Kansas could see 

some sun peek through the clouds later in the day.  Afternoon highs will only climb into the teens and 

lower-20s. 
 

2/24/2015                8am 

Early Tuesday, skies clear or clearing and temperatures are near 10 degrees with light southerly winds and 

wind chills just below zero. Blue skies are back Tuesday afternoon with highs climbing into the 40s where 

there's little if any snow on the ground. The deep snow cover in the west will hold highs down in the 30s.  

Winds will shift back to the northwest later in the day. Future Track shows us... Sunny skies Tuesday and 

warmer temps with northwesterly winds under 20 mph. tonight we'll see scattered clouds move in but it 

will not be as cold.  Wednesday look for increasing clouds and chances for rain showers north of I-70 late 

in the day. Wednesday night, rain changing to snow, will race through central and eastern Kansas but not 

be too heavy or cause any major road problems. Our 7-Day forecast... After briefly warming into the 40s 

Tuesday and Wednesday, icy cold 20s return Thursday and Friday.  Freezing drizzle/flurries/light snow 

will be possible Wednesday night followed by more chances Friday night into the weekend. Temps will 

only warm-back into the 30s this weekend along gusty winds both Sat. and Sun. 

 

2/25/2015                9pm 

Temperatures in a free fall tonight across Kansas. Dropping close to 30 degrees in Wichita since this 

afternoon, and it won’t be long before snow begins moving our way.  Chief meteorologist Ross Janssen 

shows you, when you can expect to see more snow. 

 

2/26/2015                4pm 

A storm team 12 weather alert is in effect all weekend long, but for some in Kansas... Advisories are 

already in effect.  And that has cities across the state getting ready.  The city of Wichita says it's prepared 

for our next round of winter weather.  Crews will monitor conditions starting tomorrow night... And will 

send out the trucks when it snows.  The city does not plan to lay down brine ahead of time, because there's 

still so much salt on the streets.  We're expected to learn more about the city's plans tomorrow morning at 

the daily police briefing.  While, we won't see snow tonight, Storm team 12 meteorologist Rodney price 

tells us... You will need to bundle up. 

 

2/27/2015                7am 

Early Friday, temperatures are in the single-digits and clouds cover most of our state.  Light snow is 

drifting through western Kansas and winds are fairly light. Friday morning's light snow will slide 

southward into Oklahoma leaving behind 1 to 2 inches in a few spots around southwest Kansas.  Winds 

will shift to the south-southeast and highs will only top-out in the low to mid-20s. 

 

2/28/2015                9pm 

HD Super Doppler shows light activity near Wichita.  A few flurries reported in Hutchinson.  A little 

freezing drizzle near the Oklahoma border.  Here's a check of snowfall reports for today.  A winter weather 

advisory remains in effect.  The biggest concern overnight will be more light snow and for southern Kansas 

that wintry mix of some freezing drizzle and sleet too.  That means continued issues on roadways. 

 

3/1/2015                  9pm 



 

 

It is a storm team 12 weather alert day.  The snow has moved on.  But due to falling temperatures there are 

some concerns of refreezing on the roads tonight for your Monday morning commute. Chief Meteorologist 

Ross Janssen is in the weather center tonight tracking the cold temps. 

 

3/2/2015                  8am 

All that snow is creating major headaches for travelers including our own Hannah Davis.  She's been stuck 

in Dallas because of the weather.  Hannah will you be able to get out anytime soon? 

 

3/3/2015                  4pm 

HD Super Doppler Radar shows some light rain in southeast Kansas moving to the northeast. Snow will 

return overnight and thus many areas are under a Winter Weather Advisory. It will stay cold through 

Thursday and then warm up Friday into next week. HD Future Track shows the snowfall tonight and 

tomorrow then clearing skies tomorrow night. Here are the current conditions and forecasts. 

 

3/4/2015                  7am 

Early Wednesday, temperatures are in the teens and northeast winds are still gusty in some areas.  Bands of 

light snow are moving through and visibility is under 2 miles in a few spots. Most of the areas that see 

snowfall Wednesday will see totals in the 1 to 3 inch range and the snow should push south into Oklahoma 

this afternoon.  Our hump-day will be a cold one with highs in the 20s and gusty north winds through 

midday, then backing-off quickly toward sunset. 

 

3/5/2015                  9pm 

Warmer weather is headed our way for Friday and the upcoming weekend. Other than some high clouds, 

skies should be clear through the night with lows falling into the lower 20s. The winds will be out of the 

southwest and should be light. A warmup on Friday will bring temperatures to around 60 in some of 

northern Kansas, but elsewhere, highs will be in the mid-50s. The wind is expected to be out of the 

west/southwest. Look for a dry and sunny weekend with highs near 60. 

 

3/6/2015                  4pm 

A mild and dry weekend is on tap across Kansas. The night will be on the chilly side with readings this 

evening in Wichita dropping from the upper 50s to the upper 40s by 10 p.m.  Clear skies will be with us 

overnight and through the day tomorrow. Above normal temperatures will continue into next week. HD 

Future Track shows a quiet and calm weekend across the area. Here are the current conditions and 

forecasts. 

 

3/7/2015                  9pm 

Here's the Weather timeline.  On HD FutureTrack, high clouds will be thick over especially southern 

Kansas overnight as lows drop to the 20s and 30s.  A cold front will push southward overnight and Sunday.  

Behind it, expect gusty northeast winds and slightly cooler temperatures. So, here's a peek at the hourly 

forecast for tomorrow.  Outside on Capitol Federal Skycam.  Here's a look at current temperatures.  Here's 

tonight's forecast.  A look at Sunday's weather.  A check of the 7-day forecast and it will continue Spring-

like with highs mostly in the 60s and 70s. 

 

3/8/2015                  9pm 

The winds will be light and temperatures will remain mild for the next several days. Overnight, there will 

be some clouds from southwest into central Kansas, but all areas will remain dry. Lows will fall into the 

30s. Light winds will continue on Monday with sunshine in the afternoon. Highs will be in the 60s. Most 

clouds will depart into Tuesday with afternoon temperatures around 70. The winds will likely remain very 

light over much of the area. 

 

3/9/2015                  7am 

Early Monday, a few high clouds are drifting through southwest and central Kansas but its dry everywhere. 

Temps are in the 30s and winds are light. Light winds will continue Monday afternoon under a mostly 

sunny to partly cloudy sky with highs in the 60s. 

 

3/10/2015                4pm 



 

 

Temperatures will continue well above normal for the next few days. Clear skies will be seen tonight and 

tomorrow. We should not have any of the fog that was around this morning as can be seen in this storm 

shot. HD Future Track shows mostly clear skies and thus no precipitation through Thursday. Here are the 

current conditions and forecasts. 

 

3/11/2015                7am 

Early Wednesday, skies are clear, temps are in the 30s and low 40s and winds are light. Look for sunny 

skies and light south breeze Wednesday with afternoon highs topping-out around 75 degrees.  Wind speeds 

will stay under 20 mph and hump-day will likely be the warmest of the week. Future Track shows us... 

Sunny skies, light winds and the warmest temperatures of the week Wednesday afternoon. Winds will be 

light and under a clear sky tonight followed by sunnier to mostly sunny skies Thursday afternoon with 

temps about 5-10 degrees cooler. We'll stay rain and storm-free with more quiet weather Thursday night 

through Friday morning despite increasing clouds. Our 7-Day forecast... Shows us dry, mild, quiet weather 

through the weekend with highs in the 60s to around 70 degrees holding on through early next week 

followed by a dry cold front and cooler temps next Wednesday. 

 

3/12/2015                9pm 

Thanks Merril... The state fire marshal's office sent out some tips you should follow to keep a burn from 

becoming a wildfire. First and foremost... Know all of the fire restrictions for your area. Check with your 

county officials to make sure burning is allowed. Always have the necessary resources on-hand to prevent 

fires from getting out-of-control.... And postpone the burn if you are unsure about the weather conditions. 

 

3/20/2015                9pm 

People in Harper County say they happy to hear about new rules restricting an oil drilling practice that 

might be causing earthquakes. But they say it's just the first step in what needs to be done. The state has 

ordered drillers in five places along the arbuckle formation in Harper and Sumner counties... To reduce the 

amount of water they inject into underground wells. New at nine, Pilar Pedraza takes a look at why. 

 

3/25/2015                4pm 

You've been sending your storm shots. Thanks to Carma for sharing this picture of quarter size hail 

covering the ground. Thomas shared this second picture of pieces of the quarter sized hail… Both of these 

pictures were taken in eureka. Don't forget to send us your weather pictures to storm shots at KWCH dot 

com.



 

 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

1/1/2015                  7am 

Breaking overnight, did you feel the earthquake?  The U-S-G-S is reporting a 3 point 1 magnitude 

earthquake happened just after 6 this morning.  The epicenter was about 10 miles south-southeast of 

Caldwell.  Tweet us or post on our Facebook page if you felt it. The u-s-g-s has also confirmed a 5 point 3 

magnitude quake this morning in California.  That happed just after 6:15 near Ferndale.  That's in the 

northern part of the state. 

 

1/5/2015                  4pm 

New now, we're learning more about a deadly crash in Saline County... That killed two people.  The Kansas 

highway patrol says 20-year-old Andrew wolf of Ellsworth crossed the center lane for unknown reasons 

slamming into a truck.  His car slid backwards and hit another vehicle... All three vehicles ended up in the 

ditch east of Bavaria.  Wolf and passenger Joshua Gepner died.  A woman from Goddard was also hurt.  

The cause of the crash is under investigation.  But troopers say the weather was not a factor. 

 

1/7/2015                  7am 

With bitter wind chills outside, many of you have asked if school will be in session.  Wichita schools 

leaders say that classes will go on as usual this morning. There are some schools that are closed or delayed 

this morning. This graphic shows you the wind chill factor.  For instance...when it's 10 degrees out and the 

wind speed is 10 miles per hour...it actually feels like its negative four degrees on your skin.  If that wind 

chill hits negative 15 degrees...frostbite can set in after 30 minutes.  If it gets to negative 35 

degrees...frostbite can happen in just 10 minutes. This is one of the factors the Wichita school district looks 

into when deciding whether to call off classes.  When it is cold out one of the biggest decisions for the 

school is whether to have indoor or outdoor recess and in times like this that decision is pretty simple 

because they don't want kids out in the cold for a long period of time. If you do have to go outside it's best 

to dress in layers.  The first being something breathable. The second layer should be loose to trap your body 

heat. The third layer should be a tightly woven fabric and if possible...water proof. 

 

1/9/2015                  7am 

Eleven Kansas hospitals are penalized for high rates of infections and patient injuries. Kansas heart hospital 

in Wichita is on that list along with Hutchinson regional medical center and several Kansas City hospitals.  

Medicare will reduce its reimbursements at these hospitals by one percent.  We asked to the Kansas heart 

hospital and Hutchinson regional medical center for comment... We have not heard back.  Find the 

complete list of hospitals at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

1/12/2015                7am 

A woman has died after a car crashes into a newton assisted living home. The car slammed into the 

building around six Saturday evening.  The driver remains hospitalized but should survive.  Investigators 

are working to determine what caused the crash.  Prosecutors will then review the case to see if any charges 

will be filed. 

 

1/13/2015                4pm 

Fire investigators say the cause of a fire at Airgas mid-south in southwest Wichita has been ruled as 

undetermined.  It's an update to breaking news we brought you yesterday on eyewitness news.  

Investigators say the fire started in the southeast part of the building, where roof work was being done.  

They don't know if the roof work is related to the fire.  They say there are no indications the fire was 

suspicious.  Fire caused extensive damage to the building.  

 

1/14/2015                8am 

New at this hour, the next time you stop buy Chiptole you may not be able to get pork in your burrito. The 

company has stopped selling pork at hundreds of its restaurants over animal welfare concerns.  A 

spokesperson for the Mexican food chain told the Wall Street journal, it discovered a major pork supplier 

did not comply chipotle's animal-welfare standards during a routine audit.  The shortfall affects a third of 



 

 

the company's locations, which will stop serving the Carnitas meat option in burritos, burrito bowls and 

tacos.  The Colorado-based chain, which focuses on organic and local meat and vegetables, has more than 

17-hundred restaurant locations nationwide. 

 

1/15/2015                9pm 

A house fire near liberal damages a mobile home, three vehicles, and a car-port overnight.  A neighbor 

shared this cell phone video with us.  You can see... How high the flames were... Just before midnight.  

Crews were on scene for nearly six hours.  Investigators aren't sure what sparked the fire.  But say no one 

was hurt. 

 

1/16/2015                7am 

New this morning, the city of Hutchinson has a mess to clean up after a water leak floods a vacant hotel. 

The Hutchinson fire department says crews found water coming from the second, third and fourth floor 

windows at the landmark hotel yesterday. They say the leak happened between the fourth and fifth floors of 

the hotel.  Water services were shut down ... But not after causing significant damage to the hotel.  A 

sidewalk nearby has been closed off ... And will remain closed for several days, according to the fire 

department. 

 

1/17/2015                9pm 

Hazmat crews were called to Kellogg and Woodlawn after a vehicle hit a curb causing a gas leak. Lanes 

were closed while clews cleaned up the mess.  Dispatch says no one was hurt. The cause for the accident is 

unknown. 

 

1/21/2015                4pm 

A pilot is okay after crashing his plane in a Sherman county field. The twin engine crashed just before 9 

this morning. The Kansas highway patrol the plane was headed to Colby from Denver International Airport 

when the pilot had engine problems.  That's when he was forced to make an emergency landing. Troopers 

report the plane was carrying freight from U-P-S. The company is Key Lime Air out of Englewood, 

Colorado. The FAA has been notified about the crash. 

 

1/22/2015                9pm 

We're also following breaking news near Cheney, where crews are working to put-out a large fire.  It 

happened near the "saint rose family center."  Crews from Kingman, Pretty Prairie, and Cheney... 

responded to the scene.  No word on what started the fire. But it caused considerable damage to at least one 

building. 

 

1/23/2015                7am 

New this morning, one person is hurt in a rollover accident in Ellis County. The Kansas highway patrol 

says an Oakley man lost control of his vehicle on eye 70 around 9 last night.  It happened just west of k-

247.  K-h-p says the man was driving west on eye 70 when he lost control, drove into a ditch and his 

vehicle rolled.  He was taken to Trego County hospital. 

 

1/24/2015                9pm 

It's not in Kansas yet, but some doctors say it’s coming.  A measles outbreak linked to Disneyland is 

spreading outside California.  The outbreak has now spread to six U.S. States and Mexico.  With nearly 70 

measles cases nation-wide just this month.  Roughly 50 are linked to the Disneyland outbreak. Devon 

Fasbinder explains what that means for Kansas.  I spoke with an infectious disease doctor today and he 

described it like this.  In previous years the growth of cases looked like a fairly horizontal line.  But 

recently, he says the increase is looking more vertical.  Doctors say there haven't been this many cases of 

measles in decades. Last year hit the spike...nearly 650 cases and this year already has nearly 

70...something doctors say is linked to lack of vaccination.  The virus has hit both Colorado and Nebraska 

which are two states that are right next to Kansas.  Doctors say it's on its way here. If you recall, we had a 

measles outbreak last year here in Sedgwick County.  Doctor Moore says that doesn't make us more or less 

likely to see cases.  What it does prove is many Kansans are not vaccinated...meaning if measles does come 

here, people will get infected.   I also spoke with Doctor Moore about the symptoms and how they could be 

mistaken for the flu.  He says the initial signs can look identical but measles has that one difference...a rash.  



 

 

I'll explain more about that at ten. According to the c-d-c children cannot get vaccinated until they are at 

least one year old and would require a second dose between four and six.  Adults are recommended to get 

at least one dose unless you have already gotten it or were born before 1957. 

 

1/25/2015                9pm 

Should Kansans be able to conceal carry a weapon... Without a permit?  That's one question state 

legislators will be discussing this session.   Devon Fasbinder explains how the law stands now.  And how 

senate bill would change it. New at nine tonight, right now, you can openly carry a weapon in Kansas 

without a permit.  If you want to carry one concealed, you have to have a permit which requires several 

hours of training.  If this bill passes, that would change. An eight hour class like this one is required for 

anyone who wants that conceal carry permit.  It includes a look at the laws, some situational discussions 

and shooting training. It costs though...roughly 100 dollars depending on the location plus an additional 

cost for the permit application.  If this bill passes, all of that would go away.  It's something the owner of a 

local shooting and firearms training facility says makes sense from both sides. Relihan says he thinks 

people who carry a gun should have some sort of training.  He says even if it's not for a permit or specific 

to conceal carry, he says people need to know what they are doing. I spoke with a few people who took that 

eight hour course today to see what they think of the importance of it.  Hear more from them at ten. If the 

bill passes... Kansans may still obtain a conceal carry permit... If they want to carry their gun outside of the 

state. 

 

1/26/2015                7am 

A head on collision in northeast Wichita sends 3 people to the hospital.  It happened around 7-30 last night 

along highway 2-54 near hillside.  One person was taken to the hospital in critical condition. Two others 

were taken with serious injuries.  The cause of the crash has not yet been released. We will continue 

following this story for any further information.  Look for updates on air and online at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

1/27/2015                9pm 

The latest on the whooping cough outbreak in Barton County, we now know a one month old baby boy 

died from the disease. Devon Fasbinder explains why there was nothing the family could do.  The victim of 

the highly contagious disease was too young to be vaccinated.  Doctors say infants often get these diseases 

because they can't get that prevention yet. This is Deangelo Carlos Ludin Ortiz...he was one month and 15 

days old when he died from pertussis or whooping cough. He's the case we've been reporting on in Barton 

County that has turned deadly. We know five other cases have been linked to the outbreak.  Now the 

community is making sure everyone is aware.  The health department is reaching out to those in the area 

explaining the outbreak and what parents need to look out for.  Schools say they're disinfecting too...and 

sending notes home to parents alerting them of possible exposure.  I've talked with some community 

members in the great bend area.  Some say it's not a big worry because they've had their 

vaccinations...others say even with vaccinations, it's a concern.  We spoke with the grandmother of 

Deangelo tonight.  She says there was nothing the family could do...and it's affected them all a lot.  Hear 

more from her at ten. The little boy died on December 29th. 

 

1/28/2015                4pm 

We're learning new information about an overnight house fire. Investigators tell us -they believe one of 

three children in the home started the fire... But no one would admit it. The fire caused 30-thousand-dollars 

in damage, and sent a woman to the hospital.  Emily griffin explains what happened. A fire in the basement 

began spreading upstairs... And that's when the three kids inside smelled the smoke. But their grandmother 

was in the shower... And according to their neighbor, didn't think the kids were being serious.  By the time 

she finally got out, she had already breathed in too much smoke and had to be taken to the hospital. During 

their investigation, fire crews found this family didn't have batteries in their smoke detector which is why it 

didn't go off and why the fire was able to cause so much damage. Even at that, crews say they're lucky the 

structure was all they lost.  Because that small beep could be the difference between being safe and being 

sorry.  Emily griffin, eyewitness news.  Fire crews also recommend having your smoke detectors hard 

wired in. So if the batteries die, you'll still have a working smoke detector. 

 

1/29/2015                8am 



 

 

Crews have now been on scene of a massive grass fire for more than 16 hours.  The fire started yesterday 

afternoon in Barber County ... Just west of medicine lodge.  It was breaking news on eyewitness news at 5.  

So far, no homes have been damaged, and there are no reports of injuries.  As many as five fire departments 

are working to contain the flames.  Warm, dry and windy conditions are fueling the fire. 

 

1/30/2015                7am 

It starts with a runny nose, and a slight cough. Something schools and parents see all the time.  But then 

those symptoms get worse. Chris steward is an epidemiologist with the Sedgwick county health 

department.  She says it often takes weeks for someone to be diagnosed with whooping cough. And if 

they're not vaccinated.  Whether for medical or religious reasons.  Those students could spend the next 21-

days home from school.  That's Kansas law. If a case is confirmed at school... Parents are notified... And 

asked to be on the lookout. We reached out to several school districts across the state.  Asking about how 

many students are opting out of being vaccinated.  Most had less than two percent of students doing so.  

 

1/31/2015                9pm 

In the health watch, officials have confirmed measles cases in 14 states across the country.  There have 

been no confirmed cases yet in Kansas.  In California, incidents jumped by 54 percent in a little over a 

week. New cases in Arizona have people worried about exposure at Sunday’s super bowl.  As Mary 

Moloney reports, officials say there is real fear of wider spread of the disease.  The c-d-c advises parents to 

have their children vaccinated for measles when they are one year old.  A second dose should be 

administered between the ages of four and six 

 

2/2/2015                  7am 

US 50 in Reno County is back open for your morning commute.  It was closed last night because of a gas 

leak.   Crews were on scene to repair it.  It's not clear what caused the leak. 

 

2/3/2015                  4pm 

Love is in the air!  We want to make sure you have a Valentine's Day to remember not regret!  We're 

looking at some of the more common Valentine’s Day scams to avoid Klose up today. 

 

2/4/2015                  9pm 

We’re receiving reports that one person is dead- after a plane crash in Lubbock.  That crash caused a power 

outage that delayed the tip-off of the k-state basketball game.  The newspaper in nearby Amarillo, Texas, is 

reporting that one person has died.  We will bring you any updates as they become available. 

 

2/5/2015                  7am 

A breaking news update. A home is a total loss after a fire in Douglas.  Firefighters had trouble fighting it 

because they were about five miles away from a hydrant so it required trucks to haul in water.  No one was 

home at the time.  Some pets are still unaccounted for.  There's no damage estimate but firefighters say it 

could be high because there were guns and ammunition inside. 

 

2/6/2015                  4pm 

A measles outbreak may have spread to two more states. New Jersey and Ohio.  Officials there are keeping 

an eye on two suspected cases. This comes after five children at a daycare near Chicago came down with 

the disease. Across the country, there have been at least 150 measles cases in 14 states…many of them 

linked to Disney theme parks in California. 

 

2/9/2015                  7am 

  It's your chance to get free dental work.  The Kansas mission of mercy is hosting a clinic this Friday and 

Saturday at the Salina bicentennial center.  More than 115 dentists... 50 hygienists and 250 dental assistants 

will volunteer their time.  Since the project first started in 2003... The Kansas mission of mercy has 

provided nearly 13 million dollars in dental care to more than 24-thousand patients. 

 

2/10/2015                4pm 

A fire causes extensive damage to a business in east Wichita. Investigators are now trying to figure out how 

the fire started. Fire crews are called to Yoshi’s boutique fire near 13th and Oliver around 12-30 this 



 

 

afternoon.  When they arrived they found smoke and flames coming from the front of the building.  

Officials say crews were able to put the fire out fast. The fire also caused some damage to the businesses 

next door.  Some people were inside when the fire broke out.  Everyone made it out safely. A furnace could 

be what started an early morning apartment fire in south Wichita.  Firefighters were called to a complex at 

Indianapolis and hydraulic around 2 o'clock this morning. Crews say they found a small fire that could have 

started in a floor furnace. The fire was quickly brought under control. 

 

2/12/2015                7am 

Breaking news this morning, a student at heights high school has a confirmed case of whooping cough.  

The school district sent an email to parents last night warning them about it.  We have a copy of it.  The 

note tells parents that the student is under medical care and a full recovery is expected.  Both the Sedgwick 

County health department and Kansas department of health and environment are aware of the case.  The 

last update from the Kansas department showed there are 11 cases of whooping cough in our state, five of 

those are in Sedgwick County. We don't know if the case at heights is included in that number.  The 

numbers may seem low but it does take time before the cases are diagnosed...reported to a local health 

department and then confirmed at the state level.  In Barton County, we've reported multiple cases 

including one infant death. See the note sent to parents at heights at our website, kwch dot com. 

 

2/13/2015                8am 

Volunteers at a free dental clinic say they've already let in a majority of the people they'll be able to treat 

today. Anna auld is in Salina with the details. 

 

2/16/2015                4pm 

An 8-year-old boy is now home after he was hit by a ricochet bullet last week.  The accident happened 

Friday morning in maple city.  Deputies say he was shooting at targets with his family, when one of the 

bullets hit some sort of metal and ricocheted back into his chest. 

 

2/17/2015                7am 

 Two more children diagnosed with whooping cough in Barton County.  The health department is working 

to contact about 300 people who may have come in contact with them.  At least one infant's death has been 

linked to this latest outbreak in Barton County.  The county has been offering free vaccination clinics to 

help stop the spread. Learn more about the vaccine at k-w-c-h dot com in the "know your health" section. 

 

2/18/2015                8am 

A breaking news update this morning.  A home is likely a total loss after a fire.  Firefighters were called to 

the 200 block of south green last night.  That’s near east Douglas and south grove.  No one was hurt in the 

fire.  One dog died.  The cause is still under investigation.      

 

2/19/2015                9pm 

The Barton County health department says the number of pertussis cases is still on the rise.  Officials say... 

They have had four cases since last Saturday including another one today to try to prevent it from 

spreading.... The department is taking a proactive strategy.  Barton County has two nurses dedicated to 

making follow-up phone calls to people who may have been in contact with someone who was exposed.  

The nurses say... Since the outbreak, they have easily made around a thousand calls.  Nurses say... They 

even had to turn one of their conference rooms into a "pertussis work room" to handle the amounts of paper 

work and calls. 

 

2/20/2015                4pm 

Two tenants at an east Wichita apartment complex won't be sleeping at home tonight.  "Lincoln Meadow 

apartments" caught fire around nine this morning... You're looking at video sent to us from a viewer.  

Hannah Davis shows us what the complex looks like now. Firefighters got the call around 9 this morning 

and got here within minutes. Now you can see the mess this fire left behind. One person was hurt because 

of smoke inhalation... But they refused treatment. While fire crews got here quickly...  Maintenance crews 

were first to the scene. Crews say it took about 20 minutes to put the flames out. Crews say the fire started 

in an empty apartment. And you can see the damage is bad enough that at least two apartments are 



 

 

unlivable.  Again, only one person was hurt with smoke inhalation and they refused treatment. Crews are 

still working to find a cause.  In Wichita, Hannah Davis eyewitness news. 

 

2/24/2015                8am 

Charges are now filed in connection with the death of a newton teacher.  Kala Horton is charged with 

vehicular homicide and involuntary manslaughter. She was arrested last week.  The Harvey county sheriff's 

office says, blood tests show, Horton had methamphetamine in her system when her car hit Crystal Stauffer 

last June.  Stauffer later died as a result.  She was jogging at the time of the accident.  Horton initially told 

investigators her car drifted to the right while she was rolling up her window. 

 

2/25/2015                9pm 

An all clear at Wichita's Eisenhower airport after an airport emergency is called, within the last half hour. 

The passenger plane with 67 people on board has landed safely, and the emergency status has ended.  

Emergency dispatch says it was a landing gear issue. But the plane has landed safely. 

 

2/26/2015                4pm 

The Kansas senate passes a bill that would allow you to carry a concealed gun without a state permit.  And 

the proposal says you wouldn't have to take a training class to carry.  Currently, a state concealed carry 

permit costs 132-dollars-and-fifty-cents... And a person must undergo eight hours of training.  Gun-rights 

groups say Kansas has long allowed the open carrying of weapons without a state permit.  But opponents 

say training should be mandated.  The measure now goes to the house. 

 

2/28/2015                9pm 

With snow falling earlier today, and more winter weather expected over night.... Authorities are warning 

drivers about heading out on the roads. We are live in north east Wichita right now. Devon Fasbinder has a 

look at the current conditions. Update on roads behind me.  Wichita public works tells me this storm has 

taken thousands of tons of a salt sand mixture but it says its working.  It plans to order more too...to have a 

full stock by the next storm. And crews haven't left the roads...they'll be out here until tomorrow for sure.  

They say if the snow stops by noon, they should be able to get roads mostly clear by your morning 

commute Monday. Something to keep in mind, crews will not be plowing neighborhoods.  They'll only 

plow city roads which equal 1500 miles.  I'm told it takes crews a full day to clear all the roads in the city 

so they'll be out here working for a while. 

 

3/1/2015                  9pm 

A woman is dead... After following her dog onto an icy lake in Wichita and falling through.  Devon 

Fasbinder was there as firefighters recovered her body. She has the latest from Chisholm Lake.  It happened 

here on Chisholm Lake in northeast Wichita.  Officers tell me the woman was in her 20s and was walking 

her dog on one side of this lake.  Someone else was walking a dog on the other side.  The two dogs ran onto 

the ice and starting fighting and when the woman went out too, she fell.  Rescue crews had six people in the 

water and nearly 20 on shore working together to try to save the woman.  But rescuers say she was 

underwater for roughly an hour and lost her life to the cold.  Crews used a raft tied to several lines with 

trucks on either side of the lake for their safety.  It's a somewhat shallow lake...less than ten feet deep in 

that area but divers still had to use diving equipment to find the woman's body. They say she was about 70 

to 85 feet from shore.  They say it took them around a half hour to recover her body and encourage 

everyone to stay off the ice. Rescuers say all city and county agencies worked together very well in the 

attempted rescue.  Water crews say they had the support they needed on land. They say they worked 

efficiently and did what they could.  I spoke with some neighbors in the area...some who watched the 

recovery process from their windows.  Many are wondering who the woman was and if she lived here but 

police haven't released that information yet.  Hear more from neighbors at ten.  Again, the woman has not 

been identified.   We'll continue to follow this story... And bring you updates on air and online... 

Kwch.com. 

 

3/2/2015                  8am 

Hyundai drivers listen up... The company is now recalling more than 2 hundred thousand vehicles. That's 

new right now. 2008 to 2010 Elantra sedans are affected by the recall as well as the boxier 2009 to 2010 

Elantra touring versions.  Hyundai says a faulty electronic power steering sensor could malfunction and 



 

 

disable the power steering system.  According to the national highway traffic safety administration that 

could increase the likelihood of a crash. So far Hyundai has not reported any injuries or accidents. 

 

3/3/2015                  4pm 

The number of whooping cases across Kansas keeps going up. Kansas health officials report 66 cases 

across the state.  The increase comes as the Barton County health department confirms another case in great 

bend.  Health officials say the patient is a school-aged child.  The health department says it's investigating 

more than 30 people, and have a contact list of around 300-350. The KDHE releases updated numbers each 

Tuesday. 

 

3/4/2015                  7am 

Students across the state practiced for another kind of school emergency.  Sirens sounded for a state-wide 

tornado drill yesterday afternoon as part of severe weather awareness week.  Students at Caldwell 

elementary took their "protective positions" on the floor of the hallways.  It's one of eight schools 

remaining without a FEMA approved tornado shelter.  But its new shelter will be complete by the end of 

April.  The new shelter is under construction... And will also serve as the school's gym.  The district plans 

to have a shelter at every school within the next two years. 

 

3/6/2015                  4pm 

We turn our clocks ahead an hour this weekend... And that has the Wichita fire department reminding you 

to change the batteries in your smoke alarm. 25-hundred people die in house fires nationwide.  There were 

five fire related deaths in Wichita last year.  Wichita fire marshal brad crisp says smoke alarms save lives.  

The fire department realizes not everyone can afford a smoke alarm- that's why a program that was started 

four years ago... That allows the department to install one for you for free or give you batteries. Just call 

268-44-41 Monday through Friday to get assistance. 

 

3/7/2015                  9pm 

Local kids can smile a little brighter today.  Volunteers with the "Wichita-Sedgwick county oral health 

coalition" put on a free dental clinic at "grace med clinic."  Kids ages 3 to 12 were able to get dental care, 

exams, teeth cleanings and more.  No insurance was required ... And all of the services were free of charge.   

The clinic was put on for kids who live in Butler, Harvey, Reno, Sedgwick, Sumner and harper counties. 

 

3/10/2015                4pm 

 Wichita police will host another community meeting to get feedback from residents.  That meeting is 

scheduled for 6 o'clock tonight in the library of Urban Prep Academy on East 24th street. 

 

3/11/2015                7am 

Breaking news overnight.  One person has died in a crash on U-S 50.  The Kansas highway patrol tells us, a 

semi hit a car early this morning near Dodge City.  The driver of the car died in the crash.  The semi caught 

fire.  The semi driver was not hurt.  Katie has also been following this crash.  Make sure you are watching 

k-s-c-w for a look at a detour. 
 

3/12/2015                9pm 

Traffic is closed along eastbound Kellogg tonight... As crews work to clean up a chemical spill near 

Goddard. The call came in around seven this evening. Officials say that chemical is *not* harmful if you 

touch it. It's some sort of herbicide or pesticide. No word on how long the cleanup is expected to take. 

 

3/13/2015                4pm 

Three people in Kansas are dead after eating listeria-contaminated ice cream at a Wichita hospital. A blue 

bell spokesperson confirms that hospital… Is via Christi St. Francis. We know two others got sick. 

Eyewitness news is asking a lot of questions about the listeria contamination. We begin with Melissa 

Scheffler who's in the newsroom. 

 

3/16/2015                7am 

The *Kansas department of health and environment* is investigating... After several barrels were found... 

Some filled with what appeared to be oil based material... Near a creek. Someone called 9-1-1 Sunday 



 

 

afternoon... After they say a pile of the 50 gallon barrels lying in a waterway on southwest 15th street.  

There were 13 total... Some were empty... Others were filled with an oil based product.  El Dorado and 

Towanda fire departments responded to the scene... And removed the barrels. The Kansas department of 

health and environment arrived on scene later. It is working to find out who illegally dumped the hazardous 

material there. 

 

3/17/2015                4pm 

A postal worker is hurt after he was attacked by a pit bull in southeast Wichita yesterday. Roger Cornish is 

in the newsroom ... With what the dog's owner is saying about the attack... 

 

3/18/2015                9pm 

Factfinder 12 has an alert about tuberculosis in Kansas. State health officials say... More than two dozen 

people have tested positive for tuberculosis in north-east Kansas. It comes after a student at an Olathe high 

school tested positive for the disease earlier this month. But... Officials say the investigation has *not* 

spread to other schools. That's because health officials say... T-b is very difficult to transmit. Not only do 

you have to be in close contact with someone who is contagious... You have to be in close contact for 

several hours. <sot verbatim: 38:02 if you're in a situation such as a classroom for one or two hours a day // 

38:17 that produces a little bit more of an opportunity for that bacteria to spread > the state tested more than 

300 other students and staff at the Olathe high school. They will be re-tested later this month... Because of 

how long it can take the bacteria to show-up in the blood stream. 

 

3/19/2015                4pm 

Power is back on for nearly 3-thousand Westar customers in northeast Wichita ... Including here at our 

station. Power went out around 5 this morning. Westar says this can happen when the ground is dry and 

dust gets into the power lines ... When it's mixed with a small amount of moisture… Like yesterday's rain 

... It can cause power outages. It was a huge problem for Eyewitness news this morning ... As the backup 

generator failed to kick in. Watch clips from the morning crew powering through the blackout on our 

website k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/20/2015                8am 

A Kansas agency in charge of regulating oil and gas in the state, issues an order that requires the reduction 

in the amount of saltwater injected in certain areas. Those sites are known as arbuckle formations in parts 

of harper and Sumner counties. They are within five areas of earthquake concern identified by the Kansas 

geological survey. Learn more about the order at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/23/2015                7am 

A 3-year-old Wichita girl - is back home - after falling from a 2nd story window. 

Her mom says she climbed up onto a windowsill - when the screen gave way. The little girl fell about 9 feet 

to the ground. She landed on some grass and mud below - likely softening the landing. The toddler was 

taken to Wesley - where she was treated and released. 

 

3/24/2015                8am 

Wichita police are now looking at serial numbers to find out where this casket belongs. It was found last 

week on the side of the road near I-235 and Seneca. Police say the serial numbers could help them 

determine if the casket had ever been used.  The director of operations for Biglow funeral directors of 

Wichita says, not all caskets have trackable serial numbers, and there are so many manufacturers... It can be 

hard to figure out where it came from. <phillips 1:01:39 they may be able to find out who made it, as far as 

finding out what funeral had it... There's a lot of investigation that's got to be done. 8> police say there have 

been no reports of missing caskets.  

 

3/25/2015                4pm 

Happening now...a registered sex offender may have been delivering mail to your child's high school. It 

comes after parents at campus high school contacted us about a letter they received from the school just 

hours ago Roger Cornish joins us from the newsroom...roger...do we know for sure that this happened?  

 

3/26/2015                9pm 



 

 

Several people are back in their homes tonight after being evacuated earlier today when a grenade was 

found in a home. Authorities say a restoration company was tearing down a ceiling in a Bel Aire home 

when a world war two grenade fell down. The Wichita explosive ordinance and detonation team was then 

called out to the scene. One of the member’s bomb team identified it as a hand grenade. It took teams about 

three hours then to clear the scene. Officials tell us the grenade was taken to a bomb deposal range. No one 

was hurt. 

 

3/27/2015                7am 

Everyday crews work to fix roads and bridges across our state. That work isn't just hard... It can be 

dangerous it can also be dangerous for you if you're not paying attention. Take a look, seven people were 

killed in Kansas work zones last year. Six of them were motorists. In 2013, six people were killed, all 

motorists. The year before? Eight people killed, six were inside a car. Hundreds are also hurt each year. 

Hannah Davis joins us live this morning with a story behind the numbers. 

 

3/30/2015                4pm 

New at four...a car - train crash kills one person in butler county...it happened after one o'clock Sunday 

morning near southwest one-50th and Santa Fe lake road. Deputies were called to the scene on a report of a 

vehicle fire. Butler county sheriff says a minivan ran into the side of a train at a marked crossing. The 

driver has not been identified. 

 

3/31/2015                7am 

A misdemeanor charge is filed against Union Pacific Railroad over a 2012 spill of sulfuric acid in 

Herington. Prosecutors say the railroad spilled more than 114-thousand pounds of sulfuric acid from a 

railcar into Lime Creek. Union pacific is charged with one count of violating the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act. If convicted... The railroad is subject to a maximum fine of 200-thousand dollars per violation. 



 

 

 

POLITICS 
 

1/6/2015                  8am 

Organizers of a petition to decriminalize marijuana in Wichita plan to turn it in today.  They say they have 

enough signatures.  If it's approved by the election office it would go on the next ballot.  At a district 

advisory meeting last night, the stand together coalition presented information and perceptions on how 

marijuana is dangerous for teens.  A prior attempt to decriminalize marijuana failed last July when 

signatures were disqualified for various reasons. 

 

1/8/2015                  4pm 

We're just learning of an investigation into Governor Brownback’s re-election campaign.   The associated 

press says it has a subpoena showing a federal grand jury is looking into loans made to the governor's 

campaign.  The subpoena orders the executive director of the state governmental ethics commission to 

appear Wednesday, and provide documents on the loans the Brownback campaign received in 20-13 and 

20-14.  The only loans listed on campaign reports for those years are from Brownback himself, and his 

lieutenant governor Jeff Colyer.  The governor's office says it was not aware of the investigation. 

 

1/9/2015                  7am 

A federal grand jury is looking into loans made to Governor Sam Brownback’s re-election campaign. A 

subpoena orders the executive director of the Kansas governmental ethics commission to provide 

documents about loans made to the campaign between 20-13 and 20-14.  It's unclear *which* loans are 

under investigation  but, the only loans listed on campaign finance reports during that time came from 

governor Brownback and lieutenant governor Jeff Colyer.  Those loans from Colyer were for 500-thousand 

dollars each.  The most recent was made in august.  We do know the first two were repaid within days.  A 

statement from the governor's campaign spokesperson says “it is a common practice for candidates to make 

loans to their campaigns and any loans were done in compliance with Kansas law and ethics regulations".  

The governor's spokesperson says campaign reports will show those loans are in the process of being 

repaid. 

 

1/11/2015                9pm 

Lawmakers return to Topeka this week - to make decisions that could impact your wallet. The state faces a 

multi=million dollar budget deficit.  Today, Anne Meyer talked to Governor Sam Brownback one-on-one 

about his plans. It's an interview you'll only see on eyewitness news. The governor told me the budget will 

be a big challenge during this legislative session. He will lay out his two year plan to lawmakers this week.  

I also asked him what issues will impact all of us here in south central Kansas. Governor Sam Brownback 

came to town to speak at a prayer service at Newman University as part of his official inaugural events.  

But the governor knows many Kansans will be keeping an eye on key issues facing the upcoming 

legislative session. The state is facing a 280-million dollar shortfall this fiscal year - and next year the 

deficit could grow to nearly 650-million.  So i asked the governor about his plans to grow the economy, - 

especially in south central Kansas. Brownback told me his state of the state address this Thursday will 

really lay out his goals for the next two years.  I did ask the governor about the controversy surrounding his 

campaign funds.  As you know that was breaking news last week.  Hear his answer tonight at ten. Count on 

us to bring you complete coverage of the start of the new session.  Pilar Pedraza will be in Topeka this 

week - look for her live reports beginning tomorrow on eyewitness news.   

 

1/12/2015                7am 

Lawmakers have tough decisions ahead, as the new legislative session starts today.  Governor Sam 

Brownback says the budget will be a big challenge for lawmakers this year.  He will lay out his two year 

plan this week, which will include new initiatives for economic growth in south central Kansas. Pilar 

Pedraza is covering this week's events.  She posted some photos to Facebook as she was about to hit the 

road this morning.  Check out her pictures and tell us what issues are important to you this year right now 

on our Facebook page. 



 

 

 

 

 

1/13/2015                4pm 

Governor Brownback delivers his state of the state address Thursday night at 6:30.  You can watch the 

speech at K-W-C-H dot com.  Make sure you're following Pilar Pedraza on twitter for the latest from 

Topeka this week. 

 

1/15/2015                9pm 

The governor also addressed issues, like securing a water supply for the next 50 years, moving local 

elections from spring to the fall, putting more resources into the state's pension system, and creating urban 

opportunity zones in Wichita, Kansas City, and Topeka.  Eyewitness news will have much more in-depth 

analysis of many of those proposals... As more details are announced. 

 

1/16/2015                7am 

Governor Brownback will present his budget proposal to lawmakers today. He's trying to close budget 

shortfalls of more than 700 million dollars.  The shortfalls stem from the governor's urge to boost the 

economy ... Which led to personal income tax cuts in 2012 and 2013. 

 

1/17/2015                9pm 

The president's speech will be Tuesday evening at 8.  You can watch it live on KWCH 12. We'll also be 

streaming it live to our website... Kwch.com. Two days after the state of the union, the president is 

planning to speak at the University of Kansas.  You can expect full coverage from us both on air and on 

line. 

 

1/19/2015                7am 

President Obama already talking about how his new proposals will strengthen the middle class.  This comes 

ahead of tomorrow's state of the union address.  The president spent the weekend at the white house, 

working with his speech writer on his 6th state of the union address.  Senior white house officials have 

released some details, saying the president will unveil plans to reform the nation's tax code by raising the 

capital gains rate on the wealthiest Americans.  He will eliminate what the administration calls the 'trust 

fund loop hole' and impose new fees on Wall Street firms.  The government would use the $320 billion 

generated over 10 years to fund free college tuition for some students, and middle class tax credits.  It will 

be a difficult battle for the president as his ideas have to pass through a Republican controlled Congress. 

The president will also propose more paid leave for workers and an increase in childcare tax credits. 

 

1/20/2015                8am 

The president will visit the University of Kansas Thursday. Tickets to see him will be made available later 

today. Students and staff can pick up their tickets beginning at 9 this morning.   Tickets will be made 

available for the general public at 5 this afternoon.  Tickets can be picked up at the Douglas County 

fairgrounds.  We will have a crew in Lawrence.  You'll find ticket information again at our website, kwch 

dot com.  You can also watch live video of the president's speech Thursday morning. 

 

1/21/2015                4pm 

Several members of our team are covering the president's visit tonight and tomorrow.  You can watch the 

president's speech at 11:20 tomorrow right here on K-S-C-W or online at K-W-C-H dot com. 

 

1/22/2015                9pm 

President Barack Obama has a message for the country... middle class economics works.  It was the focus 

of the president's speech this morning at the University of Kansas.  We’ve been looking into the topics he 

discussed all day.  Pilar Pedraza shows you some of the main issues addressed in the speech. 

 

1/29/2015                8am 

These candidates want your vote.  All ten want to be the next mayor of Wichita.  The group will face off in 

the primary election March 3rd. The top two vote getters will then move on to the general election in April.  

Former Wichita mayor Bob Knight served seven terms as mayor since the 70s, and says the key to earning 



 

 

your vote is building trust.   Knight considered another run for mayor this year, but decided against it in 

January. 

 

2/1/2015                  9pm 

Tomorrow... President Obama will send congress his budget.  The 4-trillion-dollar plan calls for higher 

taxes on wealthier Americans and corporations. It also proposes an ambitious 478-billion-dollar public 

works program... For highway, bridge and transit upgrades. 

 

2/4/2015                  9pm 

Thousands of Kansans hoping to recall Governor Sam Brownback.  An unofficial online petition was 

recently started on the website "move-on dot org."  It says in part that Brownback is "morally and 

financially bankrupting" the state.  A successful recall petition would create a special election where voters 

could decide whether to remove Brownback from office.  Factfinder 12 looked into what would be needed 

to recall the governor.  Kansas law requires a recall petition to have at least 10 percent of the number of 

ballots that were cast in the governor's race this past election.  So, how close is this unofficial petition to 

reaching that number? In the November election, nearly 870-thousand people voted for Brownback or his 

opponents. This online petition is shooting for 10-thousand signatures.  Right now it has about 85-hundred.  

But ten percent of that vote total is still far more than that. An official petition would need roughly 87-

thousand signatures before putting the matter to a vote.  A different state law says a recall can't be filed 

within the first 120 days of his term.  Meaning the earliest any petition could be filed would be May 12th. 

 

2/5/2015                  7am 

Republicans who control the Kansas senate expect their chamber to approve a stop-gap plan closing the 

current budget deficit.  G-O-P senators plan to discuss the bill this morning, with a vote later in the day.   

Republican leaders believe lawmakers need to pass the bill by February 13 to ensure that the state keeps 

paying bills on time.  The measure would divert money from highway projects and special funds to general 

government programs. 

 

2/7/2015                  9pm 

World leaders gathered in Germany for the *Munich security conference*.  The main topic discussed: the 

Russia-Ukraine crisis and whether Russia is honoring its promise to help maintain the peace.  Mary 

Moloney has their ideas on how the crisis should be solved world leaders gathered in Germany Saturday for 

the Munich security conference. The main topic discussed: the Russia-Ukraine crisis and whether Russia is 

honoring its promise to help maintain the peace. The leaders expressed different ideas about how the crisis 

should be solved. Mary Moloney has the details. Strong rhetoric from vice president Joe Biden addressing 

the Munich security conference Saturday. Biden asserted that future agreements with Russia must be 

judged based on President Vladimir Putin's actions... Not his words. Western leaders and Kiev have 

accused Russia of encouraging the conflict... Providing weapons, training, and troops to pro-Russian 

separatists fighting against Ukrainian forces. But the Russian foreign minister, also in Munich, insists the 

country is committed to peace. Biden did not discuss the possibility of moving u-s troops into the region, 

but he did re-assert the Ukrainian people's right to defend themselves -- and the u-s's dedication to 

providing them security assistance. German chancellor Angela Merkel addressed the conference prior to 

Biden... And she took a different tone. Merkel and French president François Hollande met with Putin in 

Moscow Friday... And following that meeting, she claimed prospects for peace in Ukraine are "uncertain." 

Merkel is scheduled to meet with president Obama in Washington Monday. Among other topics, the 

leaders are set to discuss the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. I'm Mary Moloney reporting. 

 

2/11/2015                9pm 

All of the candidates for Wichita mayor will participate in their first forum tomorrow night. Our own Cindy 

Klose will moderate the event, which is hosted by the Wichita arts council.  The forum is open to the 

public, and begins at six o'clock inside the Mary Jane Teall Theatre at Century two.  We'll also stream it for 

you live on our website, K-W-C-H dot com. 

 

2/12/2015                7am 

A Wichita lawmaker wants to make it easier for the public to access emails from public officials about 

public business.  It's the first of two bills from Representative Jim Ward...a Wichita democrat... Designed to 



 

 

increase the openness of how public business gets done here in Kansas.  He says it's in reaction to 

allegations Governor Sam Brownback was using a private email account to discuss preliminary budget 

ideas with former staffers, before the current legislative session began.  Under Kansas law right now... Only 

emails sent from an elected officials work account are subject to state open records requests.  The proposed 

bill would change that to include emails from private accounts - if they are discussing official business.  

This bill would apply to any electronic communication -- emails... Social media, etc... Involving public 

business sent from any personal electronic device. 

 

2/17/2015                7am 

Gentlemen's clubs in Kansas are putting up a fight against a possible bill that would place more restrictions 

on when and how they operate. Emily griffin explains what today's hearing in Topeka could mean for these 

Kansas businesses. Gentlemen's clubs in Kansas are putting up a fight against a possible bill that would 

place more restrictions on when and how they operate. Michelle Borin, who operates Michelle’s beach 

house in derby, says sb 147 imposes several restrictions on businesses like hers. It would forbid sexually 

oriented businesses from operating within 1000 feet of schools, day cares, churches or libraries. It would 

also force them to close down at midnight. 

 

2/24/2015                8am 

Uncork Kansas supporters are celebrating.  A proposal moves forward in the legislature, which would 

expand your options for buying liquor and full strength beer.  Lawmakers voted 10 to 7 in favor to let the 

house debate whether Kansas grocery stores should be allowed to have liquor license, if the bill passes both 

grocery stores and convenience stores will be allowed to sell full-strength beer and liquor starting in July 

2018. 

 

2/25/2015                9pm 

Another issue moving through the statehouse - concealed carry without a permit.  It's a measure we've been 

covering since the bill was introduced.  It would allow people to carry concealed guns without requiring 

them to have a state permit or take training classes.  After a preliminary vote today, the senate is expected 

to take a final vote on the measure on Thursday. It would then go to the house.  Supporters say it makes 

sense because *open* carry has been allowed in the state for a long time.  Opponents argue training should 

be required. 

 

2/27/2015                7am 

The Kansas house passes two bills that change state's penalties for driving under the influence. One is 

known as the Mija stockman law.  She was the McPherson teacher who was disabled after being hit by a 

drunk driver.  The bill passed by the house increases the penalties for drunk drivers who cause bodily harm 

to others in accidents. The second bill allows convicted drunk drivers to have the opportunity to clear the d-

u-i from court records, five years after completion of a sentence.  Both bills now move to the senate. 

 

3/3/2015                  4pm 

The primary election is underway.  Polls are only open for 3 more hours in Kansas.  In Wichita, voters will 

decide which candidates will be on the ballot for mayor... And two city council districts... For next month's 

General Election. Head to kwch-dot-com slash campaign 15 to see where your polling location is and to 

learn more about the candidates. 

 

3/4/2015                  7am 

We're down to just two candidates for Wichita mayor.  Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams will square off in 

the general election in April.  Longwell led with 28 percent of the vote followed by Sam Williams with 26 

percent.  Williams stood before supporters last night - and told them if elected, he plans to work on the 

city's infrastructure and on making city government open and friendly to all.  While he's a businessman 

with no previous government experience - he believes his business skills will help improve city government 

- and that the support of former Wichita mayor bob knight will help him with the political side of the job.  

Williams says he looks forward to working with many of his opponents from the mayoral campaign in the 

coming weeks.  He trailed his only remaining opponent, Jeff Longwell, by just two percent in the primaries.  

Longwell watched the results from his home.  He has served on Wichita’s city council since 2007.  He 

says... With ten people in the race... Voters had a lot of choices and could find someone who shares their 



 

 

vision.  Longwell says... He has already shown voters he can tackle important issues... Like flood control 

and getting a new bridge built.  Besides an emphasis on jobs, Longwell says... Public safety will be critical 

moving forward, as Wichita picks its next police chief. 

 

3/5/2015                  9pm 

The Kansas Democratic Party is calling it hate speech.  After secretary of state... Kris Kobach... Comments 

on the future of prosecuting minorities in the u-s. The topic came-up over the weekend on the Kris Kobach 

show. Jade DeGood has reaction from all sides today... Including Kobach. The secretary of state has had 

this radio show in Kansas City for the past decade.  This Sunday a man called in.  Saying he could envision 

an announcement... From the president.  That any black person accused of a crime won't be prosecuted... 

Regardless of the crime. The caller used a situation from 2008 to make his point.  That was the year the 

justice department chose to drop charges against members of the new Black Panther party.  Who were 

accused of intimidating voters.  Listen to a portion of that exchange. We asked Kobach about his response.  

And he said he doesn't think the caller's prediction will actually happen on a grand scale.  But said it 

already does happen when it comes to voting crimes. You'll hear from him... Tonight at 10.   In a news 

release... The Kansas Democratic Party said... The comments made were a new low for Kobach.   We'll 

also hear from them tonight at 10. 

 

3/7/2015                  9pm 

As we get closer to the April election, eyewitness news wants to make sure you're informed.  You can hear 

from both mayoral candidates during our candidate forum on March 24-Th.  Jeff Longwell and Sam 

Williams will be in our studio to answer questions submitted by you.  The forum will air on K-W-C-H 12 at 

6:30 that evening.  You can also watch it online at k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/9/2015                  7am 

More cuts could be coming to public education.  State lawmakers will discuss the issue today.  Emily 

griffin is live with more on what those cuts could mean for local districts. Lawmakers are trying to rewrite 

the school funding formula... While they do this, they're giving school districts block grants based on their 

current aid instead. Lots of kinks still to be worked out, but Wichita district says the block grant funding 

levels would mean a 7.7 million dollar cut to their district this year. Maize could see cut of 800-thousand 

dollars. Districts will dip into savings this year to cover it... But that just means they'll have to face the 

problem next year. No time yet to decide where those cuts will come from.  G-O-P leaders in Kansas 

catching plenty of heat over this... Lots of criticism, but they say overall... Total spending will still be 

higher than last school year.  A house committee will begin reviewing the measure today... And the senate 

will take it up tomorrow. 

 

3/10/2015                4pm 

The latest from Topeka, the full Kansas house is expected to take up a plan to drop the state's current school 

funding formula for block grants.  The house education committee moved the proposal forward... Despite 

bipartisan criticism that the bill is moving too quickly.  G-O-P leaders unveiled the plan last Friday, and a 

vote could happen by the end of this week.  The new system would remain in place through 2017... 

Lawmakers are expected to come up with a new funding formula for the following year. 

 

3/11/2015                7am 

The debate over school funding continues to pick up steam in the Kansas legislature as the most recent 

education bill gets passed on to the full house.  Emily griffin is live with more on why parents think things 

are moving too fast. Block grant bill passed through committee to be looked at by full house only took 

three days. Schools, parents and even some lawmakers upset because they haven't had time to figure out 

what the proposed changes would mean some parents trying to keep up, want to know what changes would 

mean for their kids. Want to understand better before lawmakers make things final. Some lawmakers say 

it's very rare to see a bill move this fast. Only took 3 days after being introduced to get to the floor. Some 

are calling that a red flag.  Now expected to be taken up either today or tomorrow.  Group of parents 

headed to lobby lawmakers at statehouse today.  Pilar Pedraza has been in Topeka for a lot of these school 

funding hearings and she'll be back today. So be sure and stick with eyewitness news on air and online, and 

you can follow Pilar at kwch Pilar. 

 



 

 

3/17/2015                7am 

The school funding bill is moving on to the governor's desk. The Kansas senate approve the proposal 

yesterday afternoon with a vote of 25 to 14. The proposal would give school districts "block grants" based 

on their current aid for the next two school years. Lawmakers are then expected to establish a new funding 

formula. A district court issued an order Friday saying that it may block any changes until an ongoing 

lawsuit over funding is resolved.  

 

3/18/2015                9pm 

Eyewitness news is giving you a chance to get your questions answered by candidates for Wichita mayor. 

We're hosting a campaign forum featuring Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams. You can submit your question 

right now in the "campaign 20-15 section" at KWCH-dot-com the forum is next Tuesday... Following 

eyewitness news at six. You can also watch it online. 

 

3/19/2015                4pm 

It's an opportunity to hear from your Wichita city council and mayoral candidates. Tonight at 6 ... The arts 

council is holding a candidate forum at century ii. It is free ... And will focus on the candidates support for 

arts and culture in Wichita. And it's not too late to submit your questions for our mayoral candidate forum. 

On March 24th Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams will be in our studio answering questions... The forum 

starts at 6-30 on our sister station k-w-c-h-12 ... And will also be live streamed on our website k-w-c-h dot 

com. 

 

3/23/2015                4pm 

We're just two weeks away from the April Elections for school board and the Wichita mayor. Tomorrow 

night we are hosting a mayoral forum... Candidates Jeff Longwell and Sam Williams will be in our studio 

to answer questions submitted by you. The forum starts at 6-30 right here on k-w-c-h-12 ... You can also 

watch it live on our website k-w-c-h dot com. 

 

3/24/2015                8am 

Candidates running for city offices are facing a new issue... And it's one that won't get them election. It's 

their campaign signs. The city says, they are too big. City leaders say, they have received a number of 

complaints. It has contacted several campaign have given them until today... To take them down. Mayoral 

candidate Sam Williams says, he didn't know there were regulations... And now he does, the signs are 

coming down. <18:38:39 you know, I’m the candidate and I put the signs up. And I’m responsible for 

them. And i found out today that they're not in compliance. And so I’m taking them down. 38:48> 

according to a letter given to candidates in Wichita... Political signs cannot be more than six square feet in 

area.... Cannot stand taller than five feet and cannot be closer than six feet from property lines. Anything 

from the sidewalk to the street is considered public property and off limits. 

 

3/25/2015                4pm 

Advanced voting is underway in Wichita.... For the April 7th general election. Voting is at the Sedgwick 

county elections office in downtown Wichita. You can submit your ballot during normal business hours. 

Voters today say the process was simple. <sot verbatim: 21:54:59 they were very helpful. There was only a 

page or two to vote. I cast my ballot and i thought it was fairly expeditious. 21:55:07> the county will also 

open up 14 other voting sites across the county April 2nd, 3rd, and 4th. You can find a list of all those 

locations at our website... K-w-c-h dot dom. Look for the campaign 20-15 section. We've also posted our 

forum from last night with the mayoral candidates... And the results of our fact finder 12 investigations into 

campaign ads. 

 

3/26/2015                7am 

Governor Sam Brownback has signed the education block grant bill. Lawmakers passed the measure earlier 

this month. It removes the current school funding formula, providing block grants to schools instead. The 

legislature will spend the next two years drafting a new funding formula. 

 

3/27/2015                9pm 



 

 

Uncork Kansas is trying a new route... That's the group that wants hard liquor and full strength beer in 

grocery stores across the state. A senate bill was introduced this week... That would let voters decide how 

liquor is sold county-by-county. Jade Degood talks with both sides of the bill. She joins us live. Jade? 

 

3/31/2015                7am 

The general election is one week away. This morning, we're learning how much each Wichita mayor 

candidate has spent to try to win your vote. These numbers are from February 20th to March 26th. Sam 

Williams’s campaign has spent 127-thousand dollars. During this same time Jeff Longwell's campaign has 

spent 52 thousand. When it comes to raising money...the Williams campaign is ahead but it includes a 50-

thousand dollar loan from Williams himself. If you missed our campaign forum between Longwell and 

Williams last week...you can watch it again at KWCH dot com in our campaign 2015 section. 

 



 

 

 

THE BRETT & SIERRA SHOW 

FIRST QUARTER 2015 
 

1/2/2015  4:30pm 

We've got a great local shout out to tell you about this afternoon! One thing we love seeing here on the 

show is when young people do what they can to help others out! We received a great e-mail a couple days 

ago of from Amanda Kortz telling us just what her amazing daughter Abigail did this past week! Abigail 

who is six years old and has been growing her hair out for years said she was done with her hair and 

wanted to give it to someone else! So, she went and got her hair cut and donated it to the group locks of 

love! Locks of Love is a non-profit organization that provides hairpieces to kids in the United States and 

Canada who suffer from medical hair loss! You can find more information about locks of love at their 

website "locks of love dot org"! Way to go Abigail, helping sick kids get there locks of love! 

 

1/5/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! While having a living Christmas tree can bring the fresh smell of Christmas 

into your home, once the New Year hits it can become more of a nuisance and even a hazard especially if 

you're not sure what to do with it! Frankie and Phyllis -- there's a way you can get the Christmas tree out of 

the house and reuse it for your yard and Jo Oliver with the Sedgwick county environmental resources is 

here to tell us how! 

 

1/6/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! There's a saying that goes "good help is hard to find", but not 

if you know where to look! Good help can come from employees with AD-HD... If you know what to do to 

make the workplace more user friendly for them! We're joined once again by Doctor Atha Mcnay with 

Mcnay and Voth coaching services to tell us how to do that. 

 

1/8/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! Making sure your kids get a great education from the 

start can make all the difference later in life! That's why we have Becky O'Hearn with Wichita Collegiate 

here. She's here to tell us about their early childhood program and how you can get your child enrolled! 

 

1/9/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! The Delano Chamber players have some of the best musicians in the city and 

now they're looking for some young talent for an upcoming competition! Here to tell us how you can sign 

up is David Martin with the Delano Chamber players and last year's competition winner, Jennifer Terrell! 

 

1/13/2015 4:30pm 

Before we go, we want to be sure to tell you about the ultimate shocker experience! You can enter to win 

"behind-the-scenes access" to a game and VIP status at the Missouri valley conference tournament! It's a 

prize any shocker fan would love to have! To enter go to "KWCH dot com" and click on the ultimate 

shocker experience! Then all you have to do is put in your e-mail! Be sure to enter soon!!! The contest ends 

January 31! 

 

1/14/2015 4:30pm 

We've got a great local kid shout out to tell you about on this Wednesday afternoon! When most kids ask 

for presents for their birthday, they usually ask for the latest video game or the coolest new toy, but not the 

young man in this story! Yesterday, the Kansas Food Bank posted this picture on their Facebook page! It's 

of a young man named Camden dropping off some food donations for his eighth birthday! His mother and 

sister went with him and he needed their help. To drop off the nearly 200 pounds of food they collected at 



 

 

his eighth birthday party! About thirty one people showed up to his party and brought non-perishable food! 

A philanthropic kid birthday party… Camden's mom told us that he is always worried about others who go 

hungry so he wanted to do something to help! If you would like to join Camden and help out the Kansas 

Food Bank, go to "Kansas food bank dot org"! There you can check out all their different programs and 

how you can help! 

 

1/15/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show!  If you're a fan of basketball, you have the chance to see it 

played in a way you've probably never seen it played before. Today we're talking about an event that isn't 

going to disappoint the A-C-S-A-A wheelchair basketball bash! The event takes place January 16th and 

17th at the Farha sports center here in Wichita. Today we're joined by the wonderful and talented Rob 

Egan, to tell us all about this great event! 

 

1/20/2015 4:30pm 

Yesterday was Martin Luther King Junior day....  and while most kids got the day off from school....  A 

group of high schoolers from Goddard spent their day giving back to the community! Students from 

Eisenhower high school national honor society volunteered their time to help the united way in Wichita.... 

They helped the non-profit tear down and prep materials for recycling as part of its "give items of value 

program”! For several hours Monday morning, the teens ripped apart thousands of file folders that 

would've normally taken about 60 hours of volunteer work! All the items that were taken apart yesterday 

will be given to a nonprofit Kansas group to be recycled and then reused! 

 

1/26/2015 4:30pm 

How about some over achieving local school kids this afternoon? This weekend a group of local students 

gave an audience a sneak peak at a performance they'll be giving at the ford theatre in Washington d-c this 

summer! The eighth graders from the independent school were practicing historic speeches, sonnets and 

poetry.  As a part of the ford's theatre oratory fellows program! In the program, students had the chance to 

work with teachers from ford's theatre via Skype in preparation for the competition! Only two students will 

be able to perform and they will be picked this coming weekend!  The independent school is the only 

Kansas school selected to participate in the national program which recognizes famous historical speakers! 

The goal with the program is to celebrate Lincoln’s life and legacy and this April marks the 150th 

anniversary of the assassination of President Lincoln at the ford's theatre, so it's a big year for the program! 

 

1/27/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! If you're like me, thin mints are your kryptonite! I can 

eat the entire box in one sitting or maybe Carmel delights are more you’re style. Well Girl Scout cookie 

season is underway. Muriel Berry and Darcy Gray are here to tell us how we can get our hands on these 

tasty treats. 

 

1/29/2015 4:30pm 

While we're celebrating Kansas day, there's another holiday people are celebrating today! Today is national 

Seeing Eye dog day! It's a day to celebrate guide dogs and the people who train them because of the 

important role they play in our society! Many of you know here in Wichita, we have a terrific group, 

envision, that employs, empowers, and educates the visually impaired or blind. And now they are behind 

my return to morning radio with Brett Tracy’s mornings. The new Q92fm. Love it. And here are a few 

pictures of a couple envision employees and their service eye dogs.  Sanford Alexander and Tim Kilgore. 

Take a look at these cute pups, who we just know make a world a difference to these home town Wichita 

employees at envision.  

 

1/30/2015 4:30pm 

From local sports to the local arts! The Newman University theatre department is gearing up for their fourth 

annual 24 hour theatre project! The unique event starts next Friday! Newman faculty and students who 

want to participate will meet up at the Jabara Theatre at Newman University....  And each team will consist 

of a director, playwright and actors! In just 24 hours, the teams will write a brand new short play.....  That's 

about ten minutes long! The teams rehearse from 8 in the morning next Saturday to 8 in the evening where 



 

 

the plays are presented before a live audience! Tickets to next weekend’s plays are just two dollars....  And 

proceeds go to the Newman university theatre troupe! 

 

2/2/2015  4:30pm 

While we got a good amount of snowfall over the weekend....  The north eastern parts of the United States 

have been getting a lot more! CBS has said that Boston has already surpassed more than 100 inches of 

snow this year! And through all the snow, one woman has been able to inspire others! Crystal Evans of 

Braintree Massachusetts has shoveled snow for over 100 hours since January from her motorized 

wheelchair! The 33 year old has a neuro-muscular disease and wanted to make sure moms with strollers, 

the elderly, and others had a clear path! She says she's just doing her civic duty! Evans asked for help on 

Facebook....  And for people to bring extra shovels if they could....  And nearly 50 people showed up! She's 

also doing this to raise awareness for a cause as well! She wants the static image for the international 

symbol of access changed to an active person in a wheelchair! 

 

2/3/2015  4:30pm 

The biggest key to success....  Has to be education! A good start to your education can help you get into 

college and eventually find a great job! That's why it's important to think about all stages of education.....  

From the lower school to the upper school! Today we take a look at one school that invites you to see if 

they're right for you! Shane and Katie head to Wichita collegiate to get a peek at collegiate day in todays 

new with the crew! 

 

2/4/2015  4:30pm 

Our next couple stories are about some Kansans accomplishing some amazing feats! First, a Wichita 

teacher received a huge surprise during a school assembly yesterday! Amy Stanislowski received a 25 

thousand dollar milking education award which is a national award that's sometimes called the "Oscars of 

teaching"! She teaches third grade at dodge literacy magnet school! Stanislowski says she has no idea how 

she'll use the money but would like to use some of it to help students in need and for classes to continue 

education! 

 

2/5/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! It'll be a night of melodrama and excitement at this 

year's sweet memories gala to benefit the Alzheimer’s association! Craig Davis and Patty Reeder are here 

to tell us more about this fun event! 

 

2/6/2015  4:30pm 

While we won't be winning any Grammys any time soon... It's still time to warm up our voices. The best 

musical performer from Wichita public schools are getting ready for the all-city honor concerts at century 

two. These concerts feature the talents of *hundreds* of Wichita’s best performers from grades 5 through 

12. Band and orchestra students will have a concert next week. All city band is Monday night at seven 

o'clock. On Tuesday... The all-city honor orchestra’s concert will play at 7 o'clock. Then on February 24th, 

the all-city honor choirs will perform at century two... These concerts offer students a rare opportunity to 

perform with other district student musicians under the direction of distinguished guest conductors and 

some of our most outstanding local teachers the concerts are free and open to the public. 

 

2/10/2015 4:30pm 

How about some good kids doing great things! Two Kansas teenagers know a lot about acts of kindness! In 

fact, they know so well, that they're being named Kansas' top two youth volunteers of 2015! They are 18 

year old Megan Keller....  And 13 year old Caitlyn Willis. Both of these wonderful ladies are from right 

here in Wichita! Megan and Caitlyn were named the "top volunteers in Kansas" by the prudential spirit of 

community awards...   Which is a nationwide program that honors young people for volunteering! Megan is 

a senior at Wichita northwest high school and helped create "models for miracles" a program to benefit the 

children's miracle network! The program has raised over 50 thousand dollars over the past four years.....  

But that's not all.... Megan is also the co-president of the children's miracle network hospitals teen advisory 

board! Caitlyn is a seventh grader at Andover e-academy and volunteers at her church and is planning a 

project called "hats of hope" to knit hats for cancer patients and premature babies! She's also an active 

member of her church and is planning on going on a mission trip to Kenya next year! 



 

 

 Caitlyn said she was motivated to volunteer by her parents.... And by seeing the needs of the world around 

her! As state honorees, Megan and Caitlyn will each receive one thousand dollars, an engraved silver 

medallion and an all-expense paid trip to Washington DC in May where they will join the top honorees 

from each other state! During the trip, 10 students will be named America’s top youth volunteers of 2015! 

 

2/11/2015 4:30pm 

Coming this September, the city of Wichita will host 32 softball teams from all across North America! 

That's because Wichita will be the site of the Special Olympics North America softball invitational! The 

teams will be coming from Canada, the Caribbean, Latin America and states from all across the u-s! The 

opening ceremonies are September 24 at Lawrence-Dumont stadium.....  And the games will be played 

from September 25 to 27 at the south lakes softball complex! About 360 athletes and one hundred coaches 

will be heading to the air capital! All the games will be free and open to the public! 

 

2/13/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! Today we're talking about matters of the heart...  And no, 

we're not talking about love.....  But an event to benefit the American heart association! "The beat goes on" 

is a concert featuring some wonderful musicians....  And we have two talented artists in the studio with 

us.....  Brandon lane and Evan Lovett! 

 

2/19/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! When most people think of bullies, they tend to think of a 

tough kid at school picking on a smaller book loving student.... But that's not always the case! Bullies can 

be adults too.... And it can happen anywhere! This weekend, there's an entire summit dedicated to 

preventing bullying.... today we're joined by pastor Roosevelt de-shazer and Regina McCarty to talk about 

how it can help you! 

 

2/20/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! This weekend, bluegrass music will be taking over Wichita!     

It's the winter bluegrass festival put on by the Kansas bluegrass association and we have Mike Whitman in 

the studio to tell us more about this fun event! 

 

2/24/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! What makes a hero? It's not a cape or superpowers, 

but it's how they help others in need! An upcoming event honors some local children as unsung heroes for 

the way they shape their neighborhoods and Bernia Williams and Linda Yeubanks are here to tell us all 

about the event! 

 

2/25/2015 4:30pm  

This past weekend, K-W-C-H did a story about a Butler County woman who was searching for her missing 

dogs! And good news.... With some help from the community.....  Her dogs were found! They were tangled 

in a barbed-wire fence near Towanda....  But they're both doing okay now! The dog’s owner put a message 

out on Facebook asking for any help finding them. And after several days, the community was able to help 

Dana get them back. You can always count on the community in a time of need and we wanted to tell you 

about a great resource for the Wichita area if a pet of yours ever goes missing! It's a Facebook page called 

"Wichita area lost and found pets"! The site posts pictures and details about missing pets and helps locate 

their pets with help from the community! The page was started by Bruce Robinson in 2010 and is run now 

by Lesa Hiebert! She was inspired to join the page and help when she saw a news story about a dog that 

had been stolen from a car while the owner was shopping! She gets help from friends and community 

members to call owners with potential matches! They've even been able to help pay the costs of getting pets 

out of animal shelters! We'll have a link to their Facebook page at "Brett and Sierra dot com"! 

 

2/27/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! If you love art and music you need to head to 

Lindsborg Kansas....It's a week of fantastic music and art! The Messiah festival of the arts is at Bethany 

College....  We'll have a sneak peak performance in just a moment, but first mark Lucas and Greg Lago is 

here to tell us all about this outstanding event! Now let's send it over to Katie who's with one of the guest 



 

 

artists!  Thanks sierra! One of the must see events at this year’s messiah festival is the production of "Jesus 

Christ superstar"! And we have the star of the show, Brandon Draper, to give us a sneak peak performance! 

 

3/3/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! Earlier told you about the Kansas honor flight...  And how they take veterans 

to Washington DC to see the monuments dedicated to the wars they fought in. Now we're going to hear all 

about the concert to sponsor a local veteran! We're joined by Chris Duarte, Dustin Sargent, and john 

McKnight, also known as the Chris Duarte group! 

 

3/4/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! Thousands of homeless people across the United States are 

looking for a place to stay and luckily for homeless veterans in Wichita... A home has opened its doors to 

lend a hand. Passageways is housing homeless veterans along with homeless people who are facing end of 

life issues. Today we're joined by Susan Moellinger and Jennifer Garrison to hear all about this great 

program! 

 

3/5/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the show! Making sure you're in good physical health is important and today we're 

talking about a fantastic program that helps young kids with special need get exercise and boost their self-

confidence! We're here with Kristin mountain and Emily Donahue with ICT cheer legacy to talk about how 

their cheer program and how it helps those with special needs! 

 

3/6/2015  4:30pm 

Last year, two Andover K-9 officers received some ballistic vests thanks to a movement to keep them 

safe...  And now more K-9’s in Kansas are getting protection....  Thanks to a "Wichita non-profit" 

organization! The four legged project is raising money for specially made bullet proof vests for police 

dogs! Yesterday, the organization donated its first vest to W-P-D Officer Daniel Gum’s partner, rooster! 

Each vest costs around one thousand dollars.....  And the four legged project has already ordered two more 

vests. In the end, they hope to raise enough money to buy vests for all 50 active duty police dogs in Kansas!  

if you'd like to help the organization protect Kansas K-9 officers, head over to Brett and sierra dot com and 

click on "the four legged project" in our "on air" links! 

 

3/9/2015  4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! In 2013... Which is the latest year statistics were available....  

10-thousand 76 people were killed in drunk driving accidents. Well there's an upcoming event where you 

can get some exercise and take a stand against drinking and driving! Run 2 believe is also an event to honor 

the memory of a young maize couple who were taken two soon! Today we're joined with Barby Jobe and 

Robin Thornburg to hear more about how we can become involved in this great run! 

 

3/13/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! You have the chance to attend an awards banquet to help 

honor a woman who's helped make a huge difference in the community! We're joined by Vickie Stangl 

with the Wichita national organization for woman to talk about the "she made a difference" dinner....  To 

honor Liz Hicks! 

 

3/17/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! A lot of people use creativity..... Performances..... 

And art to express their views and change the world around them! And that's how some local artists hope to 

reach out and start a conversation about sexual violence! We're joined by Mary Stolz-Newton with the 

Wichita area sexual assault center to talk about "change the rules" a creative showcase of poetry, songs, 

drawings, and more! 

 

3/19/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! When the local organization the treehouse was having a 

difficult time helping mothers and babies because of a shortage in baby formula.....  One local teenager 

decided to take action and help out! Grace Donaldson started one hundred thousand ounces.....  An effort to 



 

 

provide baby formula...  and raise awareness of the work the treehouse does in the community! Grace 

Donaldson and Natalie Rolfe joins us today to tell us more about this program! 

 

3/24/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the Brett and Sierra show! The Malone scholars program is a special educational 

opportunity for Wichita area students....  And today we're going to find out how you can apply! We're 

joined by Joan Moore and students Alex Payne and Livia le to hear about the scholarship and how it's 

benefited them! 

 

3/26/2015 4:30pm 

Welcome back to the all local Brett and Sierra show! Do you have what it takes to rappel down one of the 

tallest buildings in Wichita?! I did it... Twice!!!! To trust me...  You can do it too!!!  You're going to love 

"over the edge".....  A heart pounding fundraiser for the boy scouts of America. Today we're joined by 

Danny smith and Levi Asher to find out more about this fun event! 

 

3/30/2015 4:30pm 

Love to shop?! If so, you'll love the next event! You can shop til you drop all while helping a wonderful 

local organization! It's Shopportunity 2015, a fundraising event for the independent living resource center! 

Cindi Unruh is here with us to tell us all about this great event! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Community Calendar: 

Sunflower Broadcasting provides a beneficial service for our community by 

providing an online Community Calendar to our viewing public. The 

Community Calendar is available for local groups and individuals to 

promote their events free of charge. It can be accessed through three of our 

websites: kwch.com, fetchtoto.com and kansascw.com. We’ve designed our 

calendar to be used by the public and monitored by our staff. Each month we 

list hundreds of events that happen throughout our viewing area that services 

nearly the entire state of Kansas. Some of these events include, but are not 

limited to, non-profit events, fine arts events, civic club meetings, city hall 

meetings, family celebrations, church functions, movie screenings and local 

music performances.  

 



 

 

FCC Report 

First Quarter 2015 

 
Tours 

KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  

Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-

age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting facility and explains the types 

of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted by the Promotions Department 

and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME        NUMBER TYPE______________ 
January 2015 

1/6   7:00 PM  10  Cub Scouts 

1/7   5:30 PM  15  Cub Scouts 

1/13   10:00 AM  16  Catholic Charites 

1/14   2:15 PM  13  Journalism 

1/16   6:30 PM  5  Church Group  

1/19   3:00 PM  12  Home School Group  

 

 

February 2015 

No Tours 

 

March 2015 

3/10   5:30 PM  15  Cub Scouts 

3/16   6:30 PM  21  Brownies 

3/17   11:45 AM 20  Mentoring Group 

3/24   12:30  15  Current Events Class 

3/24   6:30 PM  11  Tiger Scouts 

3/31   6:30 PM  14  Cub Scouts 

 



 

 

KSCW airs public service announcements that address community issues free of charge for 
various nonprofit organizations.   
 

 
PSA Title Length # of Runs 

913 KS Humane Soc Spay/ Neu :30 74 

914 Pet Adoption :30 74 

915 Pet Adoption :30 107 

916 Special Olympics :60 26 

917 Special Olympics :30 27 

918 AHA Real Women :30 21 

919 Dog Doogity/ Bag It UP :30 45 

920 NAB We are Broadcasters :60 75 

921 NAB We are Broadcasters :30 112 

922 Autism Awareness :60 1 

923 Autism Awareness :30 1 

924 Project Road Block :30 1 

925 Project Road Block :10 1 

926 Project Road Block :15 1 

927 Project Road Block :30 1 

928 Project Road Block :10 1 

929 Project Road Block :30 1 

931 Best Friends Animal Society “I Believe” :60 61 

932 Best Friends Animal Society “I Believe” :30 15 

933 NAB with KWCH :30 35 

937 Safe Firearm Storage “The List” :30 41 

938 Wildfire Prevention “Smokey’s 70th B-Day :30 88 

940 ADA/Diabetes “A Toast” :60 62 

948 Adoption “Cookies” :30 98 

949 Nature Conservatory “Life” :60 28 

950 Making Home Affordable :60 87 

951 NAB “Ok2Talk” :60 65 

952 Recycling “Journey” :60 58 

953 Energy Efficiency “Next 30 Seconds” :30 56 

955 Friends of the Libraries :30 61 

957 Child Passenger Safety “Flashback” :60 47 

958 Boys Town :60 42 

959 Vet Affairs “These Hands” :60 26 

960 March of Dimes “Premies” :60 85 

962 Red Cross “1st Time Giving” :30 86 

963 Kansas American Legion :30 24 

964 Feeding America “Matt & Steve” :30 61 

965 Down Syndrome “My Great Story” :60 21 

977 The ARC “Hages” :60 63 

988 US Forest Service “Redwood” :30 57 

 
 



 

 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 

 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 
Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board  

Carole Kneeland Project – Trainer and Board of Directors 

Kansas Food Bank Board of Directors 

Goodwill Industries, Board of Directors, Vice Chair 

Wichita Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

Wichita Chamber of Commerce - Board of Directors 

Rose Hill High School Tech Advisory committee - member 

Kansas Plains Advisory Board for the BBB 

Wichita State University, Elliott School Advisory Board 

Downtown Wichita Rotary, Member 

Advance Kansas, Butler County Community College, Participant 2014 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Operations 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

Newton Chamber of Commerce Member 

Harvey County Farm Bureau Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Member AMS local chapter 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team member 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Confirmation Guide 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Middle School Sunday School teacher 

Volunteer food server Falcon Fellowship, Christ Lutheran Church 

Volunteer carpool driver for the blind/visually impaired 

Wichita Heights High School Booster Club concessions stand volunteer server/worker 

Love Wichita Volunteer and coordinator  

 

Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children’s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Member Us Too Prostate Cancer Awareness Group 
 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 

Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 



 

 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Member 

Wichita Arts Council, Trustee and Chair, Marketing Committee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Usher 

Wichita Art Museum, Member 

City of Wichita Cultural Funding Committee, Vice Chairman 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Dominic Gauna, Production Manger 

USD 259’s Digital Production Advisory Committee 

Kansas Hispanic Education and Development Foundation, Board of Directors 

Wichita Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Board Member 

American Red Cross, Board Member 

Advance Kansas Participant 2012 

 

John Salem, Account Executive 

Ballet Wichita – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

Higher Ground (Tiyospay, Inc.) – Board of Directors (ex oficio) 

SER – Board of Directors 

Tallgrass Film Festival – Programmer/Screener 

Fraternal Order of  Oddfellows – Lodge Member 

Miracles, Inc., Wichita – Volunteer/Santa Claus 

Wichita Jazz Festival – Member/Supporter 

Friends University Jazz Festival – Volunteer/Supporter 

 

Marcus Wilkerson, Local Sales Manager 
Wichita Center for Arts, Member 

Positive Directions, Volunteer 

Run Wichita, Member 

GoRun Racing Team, Member 

Midwest Double Reed Society 

Friends Community Orchestra, Member 

 

Eddie Gilmer 

Big Brothers Big Sisters - Bowl for Kids Sake Participant 

 

Stephanie Huff, Promotion Manager 

Friends of the Wichita Public Library, Board Member 

 

Shawn Hilferty, Director of Marketing and Digital Media 

Wichita State University Marketing Advisory Board 

 

Ross Janssen, Meteorologist 

National AMS Broadcast Board Chairman 

AMS/NWA Wichita Chapter Treasurer 

HOA President 



 

 

Volunteer at Kechi United Methodist Church 

 

Rodney Price, Meteorologist 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

Parish Unity Pillar - Saint Thomas Aquinas Church  

Volunteer - Saint Thomas Aquinas School; Meals on Wheels; Gift bearers 

 

Lindsay Morgan, Sales Assistant 

St Catherine of Siena – church volunteer 

St Catherine of Siena – PTO & school volunteer 

Bishop Carroll Kids Club Wrestling - volunteer 

 

Robert Marin, Executive Producer 

Volunteer organist – Meridian Ave. Baptist Church, Wichita, KS 

Volunteer pianist – Lakepoint Nursing Home, Wichita, KS 

 

Jillian Blackburn, Max Relevance Project Manager 

Kansas K-9 ResQ, volunteer 

 

Sean Robinson 
Church of the Blessed Sacrament, Altar Server instructor, choir member 

Knights of Columbus, Pope John Paul the Great Council, Trustee and Past Grand Knight 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, Alumni Association member and volunteer 

 

Katie Hatfield 

HopeNet, member of Demi Do Cents  

 

Bailey Jacobs 

Central Community Church, Praise and Worship Team 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

January 2015 

5 Rotary  Meeting  200 Joan Barrett  

12 Rotary Meeting 200 Joan Barrett  

13 Miss Kansas Reception Meet & Mingle  50 Joan Barrett  

15 WSU Elizabeth King Function 30 Joan Barrett  

16 WSU Barton School of 

Business/Dean Search 

20 Joan Barrett 

17 WSU Barton School of 

Business/Dean Search 

20 Joan Barrett 

19 WSU Barton School of Business 100 Joan Barrett   

20  USD 259 Battle of the Books 60 Mark Larson 

20 USD 259 Battle of the Books 60 Katie Hatfield 

23 Presentation @ Best 

Western 

Contact Tim Witzman 100 Joan Barrett 

26 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

29 Linwood ES - Wichita Weather talk 80 Rodney Price 

29 Belle Plaine Elem. KS Day WX talks 360 Mark Larson 

30 Earhardt ELEM. USD 259 Environmental Bee 460 Mark Larson 

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

  

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

February 2015 

2 Rotary  Meeting  200 Joan Barrett  

3 La’Ovarture Elem 259  2nd grade WX Talk 70 Mark Larson 

4 Wheatland ES - Andover Weather talk 89 Rodney Price 

5 Wichita Chamber  Chairman’s Lunch 200 Joan Barrett  

5 Wichita Chamber Meeting  50 Joan Barrett  

9 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

10 Goodwill Executive Meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

10 La’Ovarture Elem 259 Kindegarten WX Talk 70 Mark Larson 

10 USD 259 All City Orchestra 300 Katie Hatfield 

11 Kansas Food Bank BD. Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

13 Anderson Elem. 259 2nd grade WX Talk 120 Mark Larson 

18 Spaght Elm. 259 2nd Grade WX Talk 130 Mark Larson 

24 Erhardt Elem. 259 4th Grade WX Talk 70 Mark Larson 

26 Wichita Chamber Meeting  50 Joan Barrett 

27 Kansas Food Bank Strategic Planning 

Meeting 

25 Joan Barrett  

 If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

March 2015 

2 Wichita Chamber Social 25 Joan Barrett 

9 WSU President’s Council Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

10 Eisenhower El. Wellington 4th Grade WX Talk 90 Mark Larson 

11 Gammon Elem. 259  2nd Grade WX Talk 100 Mark Larson 



 

 

17 SE Wichita Neigh. Assoc. WX talk 40 Mark Larson 

18 BBB Meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

21 Run2Believe 5K 500 Scott Evans 

23 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

23 Metro University Denver Job Shadow 1 Mark Larson 

24 Independent School Kindergarten WX Talk 40 Mark Larson 

26 Wichita Chamber Meeting 50 Joan Barrett 

28 Great Bend Chamber Spring Expo. 2000 Mark Larson 

30 Rotary  Meeting 200 Joan Barrett 

    
If you need more lines, place the curser in the last line last column and hit tab.  

 


