
October: Winneshiek County Conservation, with assistance from Northeast Iowa Resource 
Conservation and Development, has received funding from the statewide Resource Enhancement 
and Protection (REAP) program to acquire a 45-acre parcel of land southwest of Decorah. 

The property, currently known as the Dry Run Greenbelt, provides diverse habitat for threatened 
and endangered species and contains limestone outcroppings, native woodlands, oak savannas, 
and prairie remnants. It is adjacent to and contains a half-mile buffer for Dry Run Creek.
The parcel will be a central part of the Dry Run Trail, an 8-mile trail under development that will 
connect the Trout Run Trail in Decorah to the Prairie Farmer Recreational Trail that runs 
between Calmar and Cresco, ultimately creating 40 miles of connected paved trails in 
Winneshiek County. 

The Dry Run Greenbelt is under purchase agreement and is not yet open to the public as 
Winneshiek County Conservation works to prepare it for public use. 

Nov: The City of Decorah’s Communications Utility Board (CUB) will be hosting a public 
forum at Decorah City Hall from 10:30 a.m. until noon on Saturday, November 10  to 
discuss the creation of a a fiber optic network to connect businesses and individuals in 
Decorah
The forum will provide information on fiber networks in Iowa and how
such a network would benefit the Decorah community. The forum will also kick off the 
door-to-door drive to
collect remaining residents’ pledges for broadband services or to gather their “no 
interest” statement. The CUB
wants everyone to understand the possibilities and to share whether they would or 
would not subscribe to
services provided by a local Decorah Communications Utility. The utility pans to operate 
off the revenues of the subscribers -
property taxes will not be used. If you have questions, concerns, or simply want to learn 
more please join the Communications Utility Board on
Saturday, November 10th, at 10:30am at City Hall.
For further information please contact Decorah City Hall at 563-382-3651 or email city 
manager Chad Bird
November: ***this could be used again for the early morning news on Friday November 
16th*** 

IowaWORKS Centers across the state are holding events for employers and job 
seekers as part of Registered Apprenticeship Appreciation and Awareness Week 
including an event on Friday in Decorah. Katie Bahl, Business Marketing Specialist at 
the IowaWORKS Center in Dubuque, will be presenting information on Registered 
Apprenticeship at the Chamber Monthly Luncheon. There isn’t any need to RSVP but if 
you have question you may contact the Chamber offices Iowa Workforce Development 
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is partnering with the U.S. Department of Labor/Office of Apprenticeship and the Iowa 
Economic Development Authority to grow Registered Apprenticeship Programs in Iowa. 
The work is supported by $2.8 million in ApprenticeshipUSA State Expansion Grants 
from the U.S. Department of Labor. As of Oct. 30, Iowa has 754 active Registered 
Apprenticeship Programs and 8,047 Registered Apprentices. In just the past month, 
Iowa has registered 13 new programs and 95 Registered Apprentices have completed 
their programs.
Decorah’s Iconic Stone Structures project has been granted $155,000 through the  Iowa Great 
Places program. The Iowa Great Places program recognizes and partners with Iowans who 
cultivate the unique and authentic qualities of their local places, such as neighborhoods, districts 
or regions, to make them great places to live and work. Iowa Great Places receive access to 
funding opportunities, professional development training, technical assistance opportunities, a 
network of vibrant communities and passionate leaders, and other state and local resources. In 
Decorah the Iconic Stone Structures project’s total cost is Over 371,000 and aims to create a 
sense of cohesion and continuity among five different Decorah parks, to provide safer access to 
various park sites, to enhance each park’s character-defining elements and to preserve those 
elements for future generations. The list of components comprises the rehabilitation of steps, 
pillars, and landings at Ice Cave State Preserve; the creation of new wayfinding and place-
defining stone elements at Dunning’s Spring; the rehabilitation of walls, overlooks, pillars, steps, 
landings and a fountain at Phelps Park; and the rehabilitation of steps, walls, pillars and 
enhanced wayfinding elements at Pulpit Rock.

Hunters shot and killed about 420 deer in southeastern Minnesota in a special late-season hunt as 
part of the state's fight against chronic wasting disease.

The deer hunt last weekend in and around Fillmore County is part of the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources' plan to slow the spread of the fatal neurological disease among wild deer,

Another special hunt will be held in the same area this weekend to remove infected deer and 
lower the frequency of contact between the animals.

Deer killed in the two special hunts will be tested for chronic wasting disease, which fatally 
attacks the animal's nervous system. CWD is transmissible through deer-to-deer contact, and it 
also affects elk and moose.

Minnesota first detected deer with the disease in Fillmore County two years ago, but the infected 
animals were isolated to a several-mile radius around the small town of Preston. Since then, 
CWD has spread outside the outbreak's original boundaries.

At least 10 new CWD cases have been detected in Minnesota's wild deer herds this fall, some of 
which were shot beyond the infected zone.

The department is also contracting with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to bring in 
professional hunters to cull deer in the most infected areas.
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The Iowa DNR annually provides Grants available to all Iowa Fire departments.  The 
grant requirements are to improve a departments response to wild land fires.  This year 
the Decorah Fire Department was awarded a $3,500 matching grant.  Chief Mike 
Ashbacher says "The matching grant will provide them with the opportunity to purchase 
more equipment like personal protective fire boots, wild land coats and pants and a new 
radio for one of our grass units. Decorah Fire Department covers over 230 square miles 
of Winneshiek County that includes state forest reserves, private forest and CRP 
land.  The Decorah Fire department would  like to remind residents and encourage 
anyone planning a controlled burn to contact the Decorah Fire Department before 
lighting the fire.  

Decorah Fire Department can be reached for non emergencies at 563-382-3472.  To 
report a fire call 911, remain calm and answer the dispatchers questions.  By answering 
the dispatchers questions, the right Emergency Responders will be able to get to your 
emergency the quickest with the right equipment.. We train the 1st, 3rd and 4th 
Wednesday nights at 7pm each month.  


