
  

“This Week in the Stateline” is our weekly Public Affairs Program that airs every Sunday 

from 6:00 am to 6:30 am, featuring a local host interviewing local guests about local 

topics of community interest. 

2021 3rd Quarter 

 
7/4/21  1st guest, Laura Gibbs Green of the Rockford Park District talks about pools and 
parks open this summer as well as many family-friendly events.  2nd guest, Ted 
O’Donnell of the Rockford 4th of July Committee discusses all of the 4th of July events 
happening at Davis Park throughout today and tonight, plus how much it costs to host a 
4th of July Spectacular and how it’s all funded by donations.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor 
Tom McNamara talks about the 4th of July weekend in Rockford, the search for new 
Police and Fire Chiefs, and the ReGrow Rockford Grant Program. 
 
7/11/21  1st guest, Karen Tilly of the Alpine Kiwanis Club of Rockford talks about 50 
years of Kiwanis help in the community, and their annual Alpine Kiwanis Brat Days 
coming up July 30th and 31st.  2nd guest, Laura Gibbs Green of the Rockford Park 
District with more information about family-friendly events this summer and what’s new 
with the park district.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara outlines the approval 
of the new Mental Health Grant Plans approved by the City Council, the Family Peace 
Center, and further details about the ReGrow Rockford Grant Program.   
 
7/18/21  1st guest, Brian Ramey of SM&SF Club (local non-profit social club, established 
in 1898 as Swedish Music & Sick Fraternity) discusses their “Kick-In for Cancer” event, 
which they’ve been hosting annually for decades. This year’s event is happening today 
7/18 from 11am to 7pm, including food, live music, beverages, and all proceeds benefit 
local hospitals’ oncology departments and local hospice care providers.  2nd guest, 
Heather Hulmes of Cops, Cars & K-9’s Car and Motorcycle Show, happening 7/24 to 
benefit Winnebago County K-9 units; she talks about the day’s events and the costs to 
maintain the five K-9 units in the area.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara 
outlines the success of Rockford City Market, approval of the new Hard Rock Casino, a 
local COVID-19 update, and the head start program with Rockford Public Schools.  
 
7/25/21  1st guest, Karen Tilly of the Alpine Kiwanis Club of Rockford talks about their 
annual Alpine Kiwanis Brat Days on July 30th and 31st, how people can participate at the 
different locations, and the benefits to the community.  2nd guest, Jean Lopez Ginner of 
Keep Northern Illinois Beautiful discusses their 40th annual Mud Volleyball Tournament 
on August 7th; she outlines how to sign up, what to expect at the tournament, and why 
this fundraiser is so important.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about 
the 1-year anniversary of The Family Peace Center, the extension of paved driveway 
and parking lot ordinances, the ReGrow Rockford Grant Program, and the HomeOwner 
Roof Replacement Grant, and the timeline for new Police and Fire Chief selections. 
 
 



8/1/21  1st guest, Laura Gibbs Green of the Rockford Park District talks about the local 
pools, golfing clinics, and many other family-friendly activities going on throughout our 
parks system this summer.  2nd guest, Frank Tarara discusses the 42nd annual Festa 
Italiana, Rockford’s longest-running ethnic festival, happening Aug. 6th through 8th – he 
outlines the schedule of events and why this festival is important for Italian heritage and 
our community.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about the latest 
COVID-19 numbers, the upcoming school year, and why it’s important to get vaccinated 
for those who have not already done so; he also recaps the crime tips in our community 
that led to 5 arrests and 40 guns seized in the past week. 
 
8/8/21  1st guest, Tess Kerksen of the WI State Fair outlines the newest events, what to 
expect, and how they are following CDC guidelines and COVID restrictions.  2nd guest, 
Karen Carlson of GiGi’s Playhouse talks about their golf fundraiser on Sept. 13th and 
their newly created “Down with the 815” event on Oct. 3rd, and how these events help 
support local individuals with Down Syndrome.  3rd guest, Chris Weichert of Hope for 
Haitians outlines their 20th annual “Evening in the Tropics” fundraiser on Aug. 28th – he 
also talks about how they help to build over 50 homes each year for the Haitian people. 
 
8/15/21  1st guest, Chris Weichert of Hope for Haitians outlines their 20th annual 
“Evening in the Tropics” fundraiser on Aug. 28th – he also talks about how they help to 
build over 50 homes each year for the Haitian people.  2nd guest, Justine Whitehouse of 
the Regional Access and Mobilization Project, a non-profit Independent Living Center, 
discusses their 8th annual RAMP River Run and how they’re looking for people to 
register to run or walk in this year’s event on Aug. 21st.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom 
McNamara – with today, Aug. 15th being our local “815 Day,” Tom talks about the 
importance of celebrating “815 Day” & helping out local vendors. He also discusses the 
latest COVID-19 updates, as well as Census results and what they mean for the city.  
 
8/22/21  1st guest, Doug Corrigan of Rock Valley Mustang Club outlines their 10th 
annual Bravehearts Car Show on Sept. 12th; he talks about show details and tells us 
what Bravehearts Therapy is all about for veterans and the developmentally challenged.  
2nd guest, Ellen Mahan of Gateway Performing Arts Studio talks about their upcoming 
production of “Shrek the Musical” to raise funds for GiGi’s Playhouse Down Syndrome 
Achievement Centers.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara discusses the latest 
on COVID-19 in our area, local help with energy bills, IL Back to Business Grants, and 
this Monday’s announcement of the city’s new Police and Fire Chiefs. 
 
8/29/21  1st guest, Karen Carlson of GiGi’s Playhouse talks about two upcoming 
fundraising events: their annual “No Bull” golf outing on Sept. 13th and their “Down with 
the 815” event on Oct. 3rd, featuring food trucks, entertainment, silent auction, games 
and more.  2nd guest, Michelle Dixon of Boone County Fire District 2 talks about their 
“Light Your Fire 5K” fundraiser run/walk on Sept. 12th.  3rd guest, Zach Satterlee of 
Lifescape Community Services discusses the need for volunteers, with positions in food 
pantries, Habitat for Humanity, and other opportunities. He also covers how someone 
who needs assistance can reach out and contact Lifescape. 
 



9/5/21  1st guest, Keri Asevedo of Habitat for Humanity with updates on the construction 
this summer, the need for more volunteers to get the homes completed before winter, 
and how your donations help.  2nd guest, Danny McDade of the Irish Marching Society 
talks about their “Halfway to St. Patty’s Day” celebration on Labor Day outside at the 
City Market Pavilion, as well as other projects that help promote and highlight the Irish 
in our community.  3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara outlines the beginning of 
a new school year, COVID-19 updates, the new Rockford Police and Fire Chiefs, and 
how residents can get $250 in energy assistance. 
 
9/12/21  1st guest, Michelle Dixon of Boone County Fire District 2 reminds the 
community about their “Light Your Fire 5K” fundraiser run/walk happening today Sept. 
12th.   2nd guests, Kelli Ritschel-Boehle and Brian Lyngaas of the Nikolas Ritschel 
Foundation discuss their 10th Annual “Nik’s Wish” fundraiser, “Nik’s Homerun” at Rivets 
Stadium on Oct. 9th – “Nik’s Wish” helps to grant last wishes to terminal adults ages 18-
24.   3rd guest, Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about employment concerns since 
benefits are ending, Rental and Roof Assistance programs available, and he gives his 
thoughts and remembers 9/11/01. 
 
9/19/21  1st guest, Samantha Crooks of the Winnebago County Forest Preserves 
discusses our forests, how people can get the most out of them, how to share photos 
with the Stateline, and she outlines the rules as we head into Fall use.  2nd guest, Zach 
Satterlee of Lifescape Community Services discusses the need for volunteers, with 
positions in food pantries, Habitat for Humanity, and other opportunities. He also covers 
how someone who needs assistance can reach out and contact Lifescape.  3rd guest, 
Rockford Mayor Tom McNamara talks about the beginning of Hispanic Heritage Month 
here in Rockford, how to vote for Rockford for a national Solar Farm Award, and how he 
plans on decreasing the crime rate in Rockford with our new Police Chief. 
 
9/26/21  1st guest, local Harlem High School Basketball Coach Mike Winters discusses 
a new book he’s written titled The Journey: Lessons From The Hardwood, where he 
shares insights from his 25+ years in coaching to helping local teams, schools, and 
individuals on how to succeed and have the right mindset.  2nd guest, Todd Reuber of 
Northern Illinois Food Bank talks about September being Hunger Action Month and the 
need for food donations and volunteers, and how individuals in need can receive 
supplies.  3rd guest, Karen Carlson of GiGi’s Playhouse talks about their “Down with the 
815” event on Oct. 3rd, featuring food trucks, entertainment, silent auction, games and 
more, and how funds raised will be applied to GiGi’s Playhouse Rockford. 
 


