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INFORMATION CONCERNING POLITICAL ADVERTISING
POLICIES OF STATION KOAA-TV

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO
2018 DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

The following describes the political advertising policies of KOAA-TV, adopted in compliance with 
requirements of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, and the rules and regulations of the 
Federal Communications Commission.  These policies apply to purchases of advertising time for “use” by 
legally qualified political candidates.  A political advertisement or program involves a “use” if it includes 
a recognizable voice or image of the candidate.  Candidates may be asked to demonstrate that they are 
legally qualified.  All federal candidates must comply with the requirements of the Bipartisan Campaign 
Reform Act of 2002. 

SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS – TERMS AND CONDITIONS

During the 45 days before a primary election or 60 days before a general or special election (the pre-
election window) Station KOAA-TV will sell spot announcement time to political candidates on the same 
terms and conditions as are available to its most favored commercial advertisers.  Pursuant to the 
Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002, no federal candidate will be offered the station’s lowest unit 
charge unless the candidate provides the station with a certification acceptable to the station that the 
candidate (and any authorized committee of the candidate) has not and will not make any direct reference 
to another candidate for the same office in any broadcast unless the broadcast complies with Section 
315(b)(2)(C) of the Communications Act as amended by the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002.  
The following classes of spots are available:

1) CLASSES OF TIME

KOAA-TV offers three classes of time: 1) Fixed, 2) Pre-emptible with Notice, 3) Pre-emptible without 
Notice. 

1) Fixed advertisements are scheduled to air at the station’s discretion within a particular 
program, time period, day part or day specified by the advertiser.  The Fixed rates are non 
pre-emptible.  There may be occasions where a time period may be sold out or due to 
equal access rules that these rates may be non-available.

2) Pre-emptible with Notice advertisements are scheduled to air at the station’s discretion 
within a particular program, time period, day part or day specified by the advertiser.  
There may be occasions where a time period may be sold out and these rates may be non-
available, they are only pre-emptible by Fixed.

3) Pre-emptible without Notice advertisements are scheduled to air at the station’s discretion 
within a particular program, time period, day part or day specified by the advertiser.  
There may be occasions where a time period may be sold out and these rates may be non-
available, they are only pre-emptible by Fixed and Pre-emptible with Notice.

If candidates pay rates in between section codes it will not give them better protection.     

2) RATES
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KOAA-TV offers a Political Rate Card, which coincides with normal business practices and seasonal rate 
structures.  Rates are subject to change. 

A) Rates change on a weekly basis, according to the class of time ordered.  Quoted rates 
from availability requests are for 30-second spots.  Rates for other lengths of spots will be 
quoted on request.

B) Class of time of program is offered to candidates at its lowest unit charge; that is, the 
lowest clearing rate of the particular class of time ordered by the candidate for the time 
period when the spot is broadcast.  As to class of time, the station will provide its best 
good faith estimate of the prevailing rate and the likelihood of clearance at the time a 
specific request is made.  The “lowest unit charge” policy applies to a 45-day window 
prior to primary elections and a 60-day window prior to general elections.  At all other 
times, it is the policy of KOAA-TV to provide rates to political candidates that are 
comparable to those offered to commercial advertisers for the same classes and amount 
of time.

3) SALES OF TIME OUTSIDE THE PRE-ELECTION WINDOW

If candidates purchase time for broadcast outside the statutory pre-election period, rates and conditions of 
sale will be comparable to those charged and applied to commercial advertisers.  Avails and rates will be 
provided to candidates for these periods on the same basis as to commercial advertisers.  Candidates are 
not entitled to the lowest rate for time purchased for use outside statutory pre-election periods.  Volume 
discounts and similar discount privileges are available to candidates only on the same basis they are 
available to commercial advertisers during those periods.  Rebates will be available only if required by 
equal opportunities and comparable rate requirements.  The Station’s policies concerning makegoods, the 
availability and pricing package plans and other sales practices will be applied to political advertisers 
during non-window periods on the same basis as to commercial advertisers.  Candidates purchasing time 
for broadcast outside of pre-election windows should inquiry if they have additional questions about the 
Station’s policies during these periods.

4)          MAKEGOODS

The chance that spots will be pre-empted varies with the demand for time, which depends upon many 
factors such as the popularity of particular programs or time periods, the number of other advertisers 
seeking to purchase that particular program or time period, economic conditions and similar 
considerations.  As a result, the clearance potential of a particular class of time cannot be predicted in 
advance with complete accuracy.  The station will use its best efforts to provide “makegood” spots prior 
to the election for candidate “use” spots that are pre-empted due to technical problems or because of the 
nature of the time purchased.  Although the station’s policy is to offer all candidates “makegoods” before 
election, it cannot guarantee to an advertiser that “makegoods” will be provided in the time period or 
rotation originally ordered.  If inventory constraints preclude such identical scheduling, the station will 
offer “makegoods” of equivalent value.  If these are not acceptable to the candidate, the station will 
provide credits or refunds for pre-empted spots.

4) TIME FOR POLITICAL CANDIDATES

KOAA-TV reserves the right to place limitations on the number and length of announcements that may be 
bought by state and local candidates.

5) ANNOUNCEMENTS/AVAILABILITY
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A) Legally qualified candidates may purchase time on the basis of any class of time subject 
to availabilities.  The base availability is a 30-second spot (including sponsorship 
identification).  Time available in lengths of 15, 60, 90 or 120 seconds (rates available 
upon request).

B) Candidates should be aware that, unless a contrary result is demanded by “equal 
opportunity” requirements, orders for the purchase of time made after 12:00 noon on the 
Thursday preceding Election Day may not be filled due to lack of availabilities.  The 
earlier an order is placed the greater the scheduling options.

C) The station will place all orders as to day and time subject to availabilities.  Due to 
potential “equal opportunity” obligations with respect to opposing candidates, certain 
time periods may not be available for other political races.

D) All station sales of time for use by political candidates are subject to federal equal 
opportunity and reasonable access requirements.

6) SPONSORSHIP IDENTIFICATIONS

Station expects all federal candidates to comply with the requirements of the Bipartisan Campaign 
Reform Act of 2002.  These requirements include new sponsorship identification requirements.  It is the 
responsibility of the candidate, and not the station, to ensure that each candidate ad complies with 
applicable federal requirements.  At a minimum, all political announcements and programs must include a 
sponsorship identification announcement which fully and accurately identifies the organization or 
individual which has paid for the commercial, using the terms “paid for by” or “sponsored by”.  Such 
sponsorship identification must be visual, must last at least 4 seconds and must use letters which are all at 
least 4% or the vertical picture height, as in compliance with Section 317 of the Communication Act of 
1934.  If announcement or program does not include the required sponsorship identification, the station 
will add the necessary information and charge the candidate production charges in accordance with 
practices applicable to commercial advertisers.  Ads in excess of five minutes must have identification at 
both the beginning and the conclusion of the broadcast.  For a federal candidate to receive the lowest unit 
charge, all advertisements that refer to opposing candidates must contain a printed statement that is 
displayed with a candidate picture.  The printed statement must identify the candidate, state the candidate 
approved the broadcast, and state that the candidate and/or the candidate’s authorized committee paid for 
the broadcast.

7) ADVERTISING CUT-OFF

Political spots may air up to 7 PM on Election Day.

8) ORDERS

Orders for political time will not be considered final until all of the following have been received 
or satisfied.  All political advertisers are asked to execute the attached “Acknowledgement of Political 
Broadcasting Policies of Station KOAA-TV.”

A. Completed and signed agreement form, “Acknowledgment of Political Broadcasting 
Policies of KOAA-TV”.

B. Net cash-in-advance.
C. Where the purchase is made by a corporation, committee, association or other 

unincorporated group, a list of the entity’s chief executive officers, members of the 
executive committee or board of directors, and/or treasurer. 

D. Where doubt exists, satisfactory proof that the candidate is “legally qualified” as that 
term is defined by the FCC.
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E. Where doubt exists, satisfactory proof that the purchaser is authorized to buy time for the 
candidate and that the spot or programming is approved, controlled, or sponsored by the 
candidate or the candidate’s authorized campaign committee.

F. Advance orders for schedules or political advertising will be subject to reconfirmation 2 
weeks preceding the start of the schedule.

G. Commercial facilities, tapes, and written traffic instructions for their use should be 
submitted to the station as soon as possible to ensure proper airing.  Traffic All 
instructions for airing of facilities should be in writing. Traffic Deadlines:  
Instructions need to be received by 2:00 p.m. the day prior to airing; note deadline 
for Saturdays is the previous Thursday and Sundays and Mondays deadlines are 
previous Friday. Commercials via tape, DG, or Extreme Reach must be received by 
1:00 p.m. the day prior to airing; note deadline for Saturdays is the previous 
Thursday and Sundays and Mondays deadline is previous Friday. If a spot is being 
sent via FTP the deadline is 1:00 p.m. the day prior to airing. Changes to these traffic 
instructions should be in writing to the station by letter, in sufficient time to permit 
confirmation of compliance with sponsorship identification requirements and with 
broadcast technical standards.  KOAA-TV accepts Beta, DVC Pro, DG Fast Channel, 
Extreme Reach, and KOAA FTP.

H. All advertising contracts and production materials should arrive at the station 72 hours in 
advance of broadcast in order to insure compliance with sponsorship identification 
requirements, KOAA-TV technical standards, and the provisions of this policy.  Orders 
to begin during a weekend should be placed with payment no later than 3 working days 
prior to start date.  With advance notice the station will provide staff to make weekend 
changes, additions, copy, and other changes.

I. The Station reserves the right to recapture spot time sold to a candidate to meet equal 
opportunity or reasonable access requirements of the Communication Act of 1934, as 
amended.  If spot time is recaptured by the Station, the candidate will be advised as soon 
as practicable and an appropriate refund will be issued.

J. Pursuant to KOAA standard procedures, in the event of a cancellation all orders require a 
2 week cancellation notice for full refund. Any spots ordered then cancelled within the 2 
week cancellation window will be billed at negotiated rates. Furthermore, order revisions 
must be received 2 weeks prior to air date in order to receive credit for specific 
commercial time. All schedule revisions are subject to rate adjustments based on 
inventory availability.

9) ROTATIONS, PACKAGES & PROMOTIONS

Spots may be purchased individually or in designated rotation among several designated days or time 
periods.  

KOAA-TV may engage in special promotions during the campaign period and if so, it will make such 
promotions available to political advertisers upon request.  Availability of such sales promotions are 
subject to creative and production deadlines.  Please note that in calculating the lowest unit charge, 
KOAA-TV will take into account rates for spots, which are, sold as part of advertiser sales promotion 
packages.

10) REBATES

In the event that the station sells advertising time for a particular amount and class of time in a particular 
time period at a rate which is lower than the rate charged a candidate for a “use” (as defined above) of the 
same amount and class of time in the same time period, the station will afford the candidate the benefit of 
the lower rate by means of a rebate or a credit against future purchases, as determined by the candidate.
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11) DISPUTES

The Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the “Act”), establishes certain requirements for the sale 
of broadcast advertising time for use by or on behalf of political candidates.  The Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) has adopted rules and policies to implement those requirements and 
is the entity with exclusive jurisdiction to enforce the Act.  All complaints concerning the sale of political 
advertising by KOAA-TV must therefore be filed with the Federal Communications Commission, subject 
to judicial appeal as provided by the Act.

In order to ensure that material necessary to resolution of disputes is maintained, political advertisers 
should file complaints with the FCC concerning the Stations’ political practices and policies within 90 
days of the election.  The FCC'’ resolution of such complaint(s), subject to such judicial review as is 
provided by the Act, provides the sole and exclusive remedy for such complaints.

12) FURTHER INFORMATION

KOAA-TV will be pleased to provide, on request, further information about our rates, advertising 
policies, advertising packages and advertising plans.  We encourage prospective political time buyers to 
inquire.  It is our desire to furnish all appropriate information to those interested in purchasing political 
advertising on our station to enable you to make the most cost efficient and effective decisions.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Jordan Johannessen National/Regional Sales Director 719.228.6262 jordan@koaa.com
Ross White        Director of Sales         719.228.6260    rwhite@koaa.com

KOAA-TV has maintained a Public Inspection File online at www.koaa.com since the FCC deadline of 
7/1/2014. Records are maintained for 2 years in accordance with FCC requirements. This policy and the 
political rate cards are subject to change.

KOAA-TV is responsible for compliance with the sponsorship identification rules of the Federal 
Communications Commission and reserves the right to add, if necessary, the required sponsorship 
identification at additional cost to sponsor without providing additional air time for this purpose. This 
production process may delay the start of the campaign. 

http://www.koaa.com
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To Whom It May Concern:

In an effort to ensure that all political spots meet the minimum standards for sponsor identification as set 
forth by the FCC, KOAA-TV must insist that all spots to be aired by our Station comply with the “4 x 4” 
rule.

What this means is that the sponsor identification must be displayed for a minimum of 4 seconds and that 
is comprises at 4% of the picture height.  A television picture is 525 scan lines in height with the video 
starting on line 21.  Allowing a few scan lines for black at the bottom of the picture we will use 500 scan 
lines as the base for determining 4% and arrive at 20 scan lines as the minimum height for your sponsor 
ID. With High Defenition TV signal the Television picture is 1080 scan lines in height with the video 
starting on line 45. We will use 4% of the base and arrive at 46 lines as the minimum height for your 
sponsor ID for HD messages. 

To avoid any delays in the start of your schedule and additional production costs, clients should instruct 
their Production Staff to insure that the spots they are responsible for comply with the “4 x 4” rule.

4 SECONDS

4 PERCENT
(20 scan lines)   

As you know, broadcast stations’ sales of time to legally qualified political candidates are governed by 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the Act), and the rules and policies of the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC).  KOAA-TV (Station) has always conscientiously implemented its 
obligations under those federal statutory requirements.

In order to clarify the Station’s political broadcasting policies and protect the legal rights of candidates 
and the Station alike, and to comply with requirements of the Act and the FCC, the Station has adopted 
certain policies and procedures with respect to the sale of political advertising.

Those policies and procedures are set forth in the enclosed “Information Concerning Political Advertising 
Policies of KOAA-TV” (KOAA-TV Political Policy) and in this letter.  Please read them and familiarize 
yourself with their contents in order to avoid confusion and misunderstanding concerning political 
advertising.  All sales of advertising time to you as agent for ____     ___, a legally 
qualified candidate for public office, are made subject to the terms and conditions set forth herein and the 
KOAA-TV Political Policy.

The demand for and clearance potential of various classes of advertising time sold by the Station vary 
based upon fluctuating demand within the marketplace.  Please inquire at the time of your order as to 
current estimates concerning the lowest unit charge and clearance potential of various classes of 
advertising time which are available.

All rates for “uses” of the Station by legally qualified candidates will be governed exclusively by the Act 
and the rules and policies of the FCC.  Candidates and their agencies may be asked to confirm that the 
candidate is legally qualified or that particular advertisements are controlled, approved or sponsored by 
the candidate.  All time sold by the Station is sold in the recognition that the FCC is the sole and 
exclusive forum for the resolution of all disputes concerning charges for “uses” of the Station by legally 
qualified candidates, subject to such judicial review as is provided for by the Act. In order to confirm your 
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understanding of, and signify your agreement to, the political advertising policies of the Station, please 
sign and date the attached “Acknowledgment of Political Broadcasting Policies of KOAA-TV”.

This application, whether accepted or rejected, will remain available for public inspection for a period of 
two years as required by the rules of the FCC.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DISCLOSURE

I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the attached guide and that I have been informed of 
the station’s normal and customary selling practices.

(Candidate, Supporter or Agent) Date

For federal candidates and equal opportunities only: The candidate or agent identified above would not 
sign an acknowledgment of disclosure.  I hereby certify that he/she received a copy of the attached rate 
guide and was informed of the station’s normal and customary sales selling practices before signing this 
agreement.

(Station Representative) Date

This application for Political Time was:

(   ) Accepted (   ) Rejected

If rejected, state reason for rejection:

(Station Representative) Date


