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July 1, 2017    

Topic: Philadelphia Summer Programs: Parks and Recreation 
Guests: Kathryn Ott Lovell, City of Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Commissioner

 Orlando Rendon, City of Philadelphia Deputy Commissioner of the Program Division
 Dr. Abhishek Aphale, Fox Chase Cancer Center  

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, July 1, 2017 our focus is “Fun In The Sun” with the 
City of Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Department. Jennifer’s guests talk about fun and safe ways to beat 
the heat in Philadelphia and the more than seventy pools open during the summer as well as free events 
including movie nights in the city. And, they share information on the many summer camps for children 
including various specialties from art, to golf camp to rowing camp. Jennifer’s guests include Kathryn Ott 
Lovell, City of Philadelphia Parks and Recreation Commissioner and Orlando Rendon, City of Philadelphia 
Deputy Commissioner of the Program Division. Also joining Jennifer is Dr. Abhishek Aphale from Fox Chase 
Cancer Center to talk about keeping safe in the sun and the important information we need to know to avoid or 
lessen risks of skin cancer. In Focus airs Saturdays at 6:30 AM. 

July 8, 2017 (Rebroadcast from March 4, 2017)

Topic: Science: STEM Program - Programs and Initiatives in Philadelphia    
Guests: Danielle Marino, Franklin Institute

 Sidia Mustapha, Alumni of the STEM Scholars program
 Krisofer James, Alumni of the STEM Scholars program
 Rosemarie Zayas, Microsoft’s School of the Future
 Gary Tuggle, DEA Agent

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, March 4, 2017 we focus on programs regarding 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics – or STEM. And, we hear more about how students in 
Philadelphia are learning to become more proficient in science with the help of various organizations including 
nonprofits, the City of Philadelphia and federal law enforcement. Jennifer’s guest includes three people 
affiliated with the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia to talk about their STEM Scholars program. Danielle 
Marino who oversees the program shares background about its purpose, initiatives and successes. Two students 
who are alumni of the program, Sidia Mustapha and Krisofer James also join us. And, how many people can say 
they’ve ever designed and created a video game? Rosemarie Zayas, who joins us from Microsoft’s School of 
the Future did just that. Phil Brooks tells us about the initiative launched by the City of Philadelphia called 
STEMcityPHL and US2020 that helps Zayas and other students to become proficient in the sciences in order to 
eventually become employed in STEM jobs. And, lastly – law enforcement joins us with a curriculum-based 
program using drug awareness and science designed for various grade levels. Gary Tuggle, DEA Special Agent 
In Charge of the Philadelphia Division shares how their program, “Operation Prevention” teaches students the 
science behind opioids and their impact on the brain and the body through hands-on investigations. “In Focus” 
is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 

July 15, 2017    

Topic: Education: Financial Literacy   



Guests: Christopher Palermo, Executive Director, Foundation for Adolescent Credit Education
 Matt Lakofsky, CPA, Foundation for Adolescent Credit Education Board Member  
 Ciara Bauwens, former student
 Fiona Magnanini, former student

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, July 15, 2017 we focus on a local nonprofit that 
conducts financial literacy classes throughout the tristate area aimed at helping educate teens and young adults 
about how to manage money, learn about college loans and debt and avoid pitfalls when it comes to 
overspending and improperly using credit cards. Jennifer’s guest includes two executives from the Foundation 
for Adolescent Credit Education or FACE.  Christopher Palermo is the organization’s Executive Director. Matt 
Lakofsky, a CPA – is a board member. They share information on the mission of the organization, how it’s 
reaching thousands of students for free, what key information they’re teaching young people to become 
informed about saving more and spending less in order to help build wealth and secure their financial futures. 
Two former students of the program - Ciara Bauwens and Fiona Magnanini also join Jennifer to share their 
experiences and what they learned while attending the classes in middle school and what valuable lessons are 
helping them now while they’re attending college. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. 
on PHL 17. 

July 22, 2017     

Topic: Education: Philadelphia Futures      
Guests: Kimberley Lewis, Director of Outreach, Philadelphia Futures

 Millo Dutervil, Northeast High School
 Kymble Clark, Central High School

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, July 22, 2017 we focus on a local nonprofit 
Philadelphia Futures which has created a nationally known model for helping low-income, first-generation-to-
college students enter and succeed in college. Philadelphia Futures says higher education attainment rates 
among low-income, first-generation-to-college students remain significantly lower than those of their more 
affluent peers. And, they say the gap has persisted for decades and continues to grow. Joining Jennifer to talk 
about this issue and what the nonprofit is doing including providing a variety of services that support their 
admission to - and success in college, is Kimberley Lewis, Director of Outreach. Lewis offers information to 
help rising seniors including key eight steps they can take over the summer to get a jump on the college 
admissions process. The organization says it’s enrollment into college is 100% and says that nationally, the 
enrollment into college is 63% and in Philadelphia it is 36%. And, executives from Philadelphia Futures also 
say the national graduation rate from college -- for first-generation, low-income students -- is 12%. They say for 
Philadelphia, it is 10%. Two high school students attending the program also join Jennifer to talk about what 
they are learning from the program and how it’s benefitting them. They are Millo Dutervil – rising senior at 
Northeast High School - and Kymble Clark – a rising senior at Central High School.  “In Focus” is broadcast 
Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. on PHL 17. 

July 29, 2017     

Topic: Health: City of Philadelphia’s new “Running Start” Program       
Guests: Dr. Thomas Farley, City of Philadelphia Health Commissioner



Katherin Brellochs, Director of Programs, Maternity Care Coalition
Dr. Renee Turchi, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children
Dr. Cheryl Bettigole, Director of Chronic Disease Prevention, Philadelphia Department of Public 
Health

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, July 29, 2017 we focus on the City of Philadelphia’s 
new “Running Start” program for children who are newborns to five years of age. The program is a framework 
for action that focuses on preventing or reducing adverse health outcomes by providing interventions to help 
reduce high infant mortality rates, asthma and other health conditions officials say are prevalent in the City. The 
program also links with partners across a broad spectrum to provide information on breastfeeding, a new safe-
sleeping campaign as part of SIDS prevention, and healthy eating and lifestyle information. Jennifer’s guests 
include Dr. Thomas Farley, City of Philadelphia Health Commissioner. Katherin Brellochs, Director of 
Programs at the Maternity Care Coalition also shares how it’s helping thousands of families in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania in neighborhoods with high rates of poverty and infant mortality through its various programs. 
Jennifer’s other guests include Dr. Renee Turchi of St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children. She discusses 
FreshRX - the hospital program helping to provide families with fresh fruits and vegetables. And, Dr. Cheryl 
Bettigole, Director of Chronic Disease Prevention at Philadelphia’s Department of Public Health shares tips 
parents need to know to help keep their kid’s safe.  “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. 
on PHL 17. 

August 5, 2017  (Rebroadcast from March 11, 2017)

Topic: History: Historic Lawnside New Jersey, The Benson Multicultural Museum, Peter Mott House 
and Lawnside Education Foundation    
Guests: Bethany Benson-King, The Benson Multicultural Museum

 Ellen Benson, The Benson Multicultural Museum
 Dr. Sandra Strothers, Lawnside Education Foundation 

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, March 11, 2017 Jennifer explores the history of 
Lawnside New Jersey, well known as a stop on the Underground Railroad and for becoming the first 
independent self-governing African-American community north of the Mason-Dixon Line in 1840. Bethany 
Benson-King and her mother Ellen Benson share how The Benson Multicultural Museum founded by the late 
Reverend James A. Benson is in desperate need of repair and how the public can play a key role in restoring the 
museum. Other topics include the Underground Railroad, The Peter Mott House and important programs for 
students helped by the Lawnside Education Foundation. Dr. Sandra Strothers shares how the foundation is 
working in the town’s local schools to help enhance the educational process. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays 
from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 

August 12, 2017  

Topic: Energy:   Camden County’s New Solar Panel Renewable Energy Partnership 
Guests: Brigette Douglas, Aluminum Shapes

 Jeff Nash, Camden County Freeholder
 Steve Gabrielle, Energy Power Partners
 David Luthman, Pollution Control Financing Authority



On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, August 12th, our focus is solar power and the 
emphasis of using that resource from the sun in a significant way in Camden County as part of a new 
partnership. In the county ten-thousand solar panels have been installed at the Pennsauken Sanitary Landfill on 
River Road with the landfill providing a source of so called “clean energy” – enough to power hundreds of 
homes. Eight-thousand more panels are expected to be installed by the end of the year. In addition to providing 
renewable energy – it’s creating income by providing energy to one of the largest employers in the county – 
Aluminum Shapes.  Jennifer’s guest includes Brigette Douglass from Aluminum Shapes. Camden County 
Freeholder Jeff Nash and Steve Gabrielle from Energy Power Partners talk about the partnership. And, David 
Luthman also joins Jennifer from the Pollution Control Financing Authority which owns and operates the 
landfill.  “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. on PHL 17. 

August 19, 2017 (Rebroadcast from April 1, 2017)

Topic: Volunteerism: Civic Engagement and Community Service 
Guests: Stephanie Monahon, City of Philadelphia Chief Service Officer

 Queenell Dixon, Foster Grandparent
 Ayantu Hamid, SERVE Philadelphia VISTA Corp.
 Dawn McDougall, Executive Director for Code for Philly 

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, April 1, 2017 we focus on how the City of 
Philadelphia helps organize and facilitate thousands of people, groups and organizations seeking to volunteer 
through the Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteer Service. From the MLK Day of Service, Foster 
Grandparents, SERVE Philly VISTA and numerous other programs - Jennifer explores ways people can get 
involved. Jennifer’s guest include Stephanie Monahon, City of Philadelphia Chief Service Officer who is also 
joined by Queenell Dixon, a foster grandparent sharing her experiences helping local school children. Ayantu 
Hamid talks about joining the SERVE Philadelphia VISTA Corp program. Dawn McDougall  Code for Philly’s 
Executive Director shares her program’s mission which uses technology and data as a mode of civic 
engagement. And, two guests who rallied employees to join a team from their local company to volunteer 
shared their experiences on why that was key for them in the workplace. Élan Jones and Mayah Curtis 
coordinated a team from Quintiles IMS to participate as SERVE Philly Corporate Volunteers. “In Focus” is 
broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 

August 26, 2017 (Rebroadcast from April 15, 2017)

Topic: Health: Pediatric Cancer 
Guest: Beth Stefanacci, Founding Director of Go4thegoal Foundation

 Jason Garstkiewicz, Student-athlete at Haddonfield Memorial High School
 Kaitlin Bonnet, Student Council at Haddonfield Memorial High School
 Maggie McCutcheon, Student Council at Haddonfield Memorial High School
 Karen Flint, Athletic Director of Go4theGoal 

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, April 15, 2017 we focus on pediatric cancer and a 
foundation in New Jersey that is helping young patients and their families by providing support services as well 
as their Karts for Kids program and grants to help hospitals including renovations at St. Christopher’s Hospital 
for Children in Philadelphia.  Beth Stefanacci founding director of Go4thegoal Foundation joins us to talk about 



the non-profit she and her husband founded after the passing of their son Richard who was diagnosed with a 
rare bone cancer at the age of 14. According to Stefanacci, pediatric cancer is the number one killer of children 
by disease and she says two classrooms of children are diagnosed with cancer every day. Go4thegoal has a 
number of fundraisers including their “Lace Up 4 Pediatric Cancer Campaign” suppling thousands of bright 
colored shoelaces that many area teams purchase in support.  One of those programs helped Jason Garstkiewicz 
who is a student-athlete and senior at Haddonfield Memorial High School and was diagnosed with a rare form 
of bone cancer in 2011. Garstkiewicz shared his personal story with Jennifer about his battle with cancer, 
surgery to remove his right foot and a portion of his leg and how he’s inspiring other and raising awareness 
about pediatric cancer.  Two student council members from Haddonfield Memorial – Kaitlin Bonnet and 
Maggie McCutcheon - who helped raise more than twenty-thousand dollars for Go4thegoal since their freshman 
year shared why helping Jason and fundraising for pediatric cancer was important to them.  Karen Flint, athletic 
director of Go4theGoal also joins Jennifer. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from at 6:30 a.m. on PHL 17. 

September 2, 2017 (Rebroadcast from April 1, 2017)

Topic: Volunteerism: Civic Engagement and Community Service 
Guests: Stephanie Monahon, City of Philadelphia Chief Service Officer

 Queenell Dixon, Foster Grandparent
 Ayantu Hamid, SERVE Philadelphia VISTA Corp.
 Dawn McDougall, Executive Director for Code for Philly

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, April 1, 2017 we focus on how the City of 
Philadelphia helps organize and facilitate thousands of people, groups and organizations seeking to volunteer 
through the Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteer Service. From the MLK Day of Service, Foster 
Grandparents, SERVE Philly VISTA and numerous other programs - Jennifer explores ways people can get 
involved. Jennifer’s guest includes Stephanie Monahon, City of Philadelphia Chief Service Officer who is also 
joined by Queenell Dixon, a foster grandparent sharing her experiences helping local school children. Ayantu 
Hamid talks about joining the SERVE Philadelphia VISTA Corp program. Dawn McDougall  Code for Philly’s 
Executive Director shares her program’s mission which uses technology and data as a mode of civic 
engagement. And, two guests who rallied employees to join a team from their local company to volunteer 
shared their experiences on why that was key for them in the workplace. Élan Jones and Mayah Curtis 
coordinated a team from Quintiles IMS to participate as SERVE Philly Corporate Volunteers. “In Focus” is 
broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 

September 9, 2017   

Topic: Health:  National Suicide Prevention Week and World Suicide Prevention Day   
Guests: Dr. Kamilah Jackson, Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Child and Adolescent Services City of 
Philadelphia

Dr. Matthew Wintersteen, Associate Professor of Psychiarty and Human Behavior, Thomas 
Jefferson University
Michael Brody, President and CEO, Mental Health Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, September 9th, our focus is a very important one 
regarding suicide prevention and awareness in the Delaware Valley and what is being done in our local area to 



try and prevent suicides including services and assistance to those who need it. That’s as September 10th 
through the 16th marks National Suicide Prevention Week, and September 10th is World Suicide Prevention 
Day. Both events inform and engage people about the warning signs and risk factors of suicide, which is a 
leading cause of death among young people. Jennifer’s guest include doctor Kamilah Jackson, Deputy Chief 
Medical Officer for Child and Adolescent Services for the City of Philadelphia, doctor Matthew Wintersteen, an 
associate professor of psychiatry and human behavior at Thomas Jefferson University and Michael Brody, 
President and CEO at Mental Health Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania. Megan Coburn, co-founder of 
non-profit, “Spread The Love Foundation” also joins us to share her story in the hopes that it will help others. 
Coburn’s sister committed suicide three years ago at the age of nineteen. Coburn, a teacher talks about 
initiatives she’s hoping to get into schools in the area regarding suicide prevention. “In Focus” is broadcast 
Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. on PHL 17. 

September 16, 2017   

Topic: Health:  Sickle Cell Awareness Month    
Guests: Zemoria Brandon, Sickle Cell Disease Association of America, Philadelphia/Delaware Valley 
Chapter

 Amanosi Agbugui, Bone Marrow Recipient
 Dr. Deepti Raybagkar, Hematologist, St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children
 Malcolm Harris, Grand Master of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, September 16th, our focus is how some big names 
including legendary producer Kenny Gamble are helping to raise awareness about sickle cell disease. Gamble 
synonymous with Philadelphia Sound shares with Jennifer how he is reaching out to super stars including Nate 
Morris of Boys II Men and Patty LaBelle to join him in raising their famous voices for the cause by doing 
public service announcements. September is National Sickle Cell Awareness Month and September 10th 
through the 16th is National Sickle Cell Awareness Week. In addition to Mr. Gamble, Jennifer’s guest includes 
Zemoria Brandon of the Sickle Cell Disease Association of America, Philadelphia/Delaware Valley Chapter 
talks about the 20th annual sickle cell walk in honor of her husband. Bone marrow recipient Amanosi Agbugui 
shares her poignant story and explains how her friends and family are doing their part to raise awareness. And, 
hematologist Dr. Deepti Raybagkar of St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children and Malcolm Harris Grand 
Master of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania share their insights on In Focus on aspects from getting 
tested for the disease to getting major groups involved and participating in fundraising efforts for sickle cell. 
“In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. on PHL 17. 

September 23, 2017   

Topic: Homelessness: Camden County’s New Six Point Program Expands Resources     
Guests: Louis Cappelli, Camden County Freeholder

 Daniel Lombardo, President and CEO of Volunteers of America
 Karen Talarico, Executive Director, Cathedral Kitchen 

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, September 23rd, our focus is a new program in 
Camden County that expands resources for people who are homeless. City officials say there are about five 
hundred people who are homeless in the county daily and the program will address getting them additional 



services in a more coordinated fashion with a host of agencies. Jennifer’s guests include Camden County 
Freeholder Louis Cappelli, Jr. who talked about the six-point plan which he says includes twenty more shelter 
beds and addresses a spectrum of needs, from 24-hour access to social workers – to seasonal employment for 
individuals looking for work. Also joining Jennifer is Daniel Lombardo, president and CEO of Volunteers of 
America. VOA is spearheading the re-entry and navigator program for the new initiative in Camden for those 
recently released from prison. Their safe return program is helping former inmates get educational, health and 
drug counseling among other services. And, cooking for a good cause in Camden as part of this initiative is also 
Cathedral Kitchen. The nonprofit serves three-hundred meals a day to those in need and more than one-hundred 
thousand meals a year in its dining room. The executive chef Jonathan Jernigan is also the culinary instructor 
helping to train those looking for a job in the food service industry. Cathedral Kitchen’s executive director – 
Karen Talarico also joins us with her insights on how Cathedral Kitchen can help refer people in need for 
additional services and help. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. on PHL 17. 

September 30, 2017   

Topic: Education: Literacy Rates and Programs In Philadelphia - 550,000 People In Need of Developing 
Workforce Literacy Skills  
Guests: Wanda Steward, Author

 Idris Elba, Actor
 Diane Inverso, Executive Director, Office of Adult Education 

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, September 30, 2017, our focus is literacy rates in 
Philadelphia. Experts say more than a half-million people – or one-third of the City’s population – need to 
develop their workforce literacy skills. According to the Office of Adult Education, about 220,000 adults do not 
have a high school diploma. This is nearly fifteen percent of the City’s population. And, two-thirds of school 
children are unable to read at grade level by 4th grade. Jennifer’s guests include an amazing story about Wanda 
Steward from Philadelphia. Steward who had difficulty reading, elevated her reading skills and at age of 46, has 
now written a children’s book and is being featured as part of Project Literacy’s global literacy campaign. Actor 
Idris Elba is reading her book to help promote literacy globally. Diane Inverso, Executive Director of the Office 
of Adult Education shares her expertise and talks about programs that are available to help people in the City. 
George Pelzer, an adult learner through the Office of Adult Education also joins Jennifer. “In Focus” is 
broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. on PHL 17. 


