
KERW-FM Los Osos-Baywood Park  
 
Programs & Issues for the first quarter of 2020  January  February  March 
 
It has been determined that the following subjects are of concern to the community and 
have been considered and addressed substantially by elected officials, community 
leaders, expert witnesses and the general public. 
 

1. Environment and land use 
2. Affordable housing and vacation rental homes  
3. Police and fire department 
4. Public health and safety  
5. Labor and economy 

   
The following programs were produced and broadcast in the public interest: 
 
KERW PROGRAMS/ISSUES LIST – 1st QUARTER 2020 JAN - FEB - MAR 
 
ISSUE  DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM   DATE/TIME DURATION 
 
Public safety, technology 
Anyone who owns a smart phone is also in possession of a tracking device; the privacy 
and national security implications of all this are extraordinary.  
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 (10:18) 
 
Labor and economy 
Several new California laws go into effect in 2020, including Assembly Bill 5, which is 
aimed at protecting ‘gig economy’ workers by reclassifying them as employees.  
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 (7:07) 
 
Labor and economy 
Publicly held companies in California have until January 1, 2020 to name at least one 
woman to their boards. If they don’t comply, $100,000 fine could result.                     
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 (5:16) 
 
Housing and homelessness                                                                                          
The High Street homeless encampment in Oakland is a sprawling slum with tarps and 
tents for a hundred or so people, with no toilets, running water or electricity. The 
program features a journalist who spent three months documenting the conditions at 
this camp.                                                                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 (12:00) 
 
Environment and energy                                                                                                           
According to a new study, greenhouse gas emissions are heading toward record highs. 
Unhealthy oceans on the west coast put some of the most valuable fisheries are at risk.                                                                                                     
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 (12:00) 
 
Police and public safety                                                                                             
Former public defender Rachel Rossi wants to become the LA District Attorney.                                                                                                                       
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 (12:35) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
State budget                                                                                                                   
The program provides an analysis and discussion of Governor Newsome's California 
state budget with guest Raph Sonnenshein, director of the Pat Brown Institute at Cal 
State Los Angeles.                                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020 (12:00) 
 
Labor, public health and safety                                                                                                                                
Historian Benn Honeycutt is interviewed for a discussion of the history of the work week, 
and an examination of the possibility of adopting a four-day work week, as has been 
proposed in Finnland.                                                                                                   
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020 (9:00) 
 
Wildfires, disaster prevention and public safety                                                                                     
Horticulturist Jo O'Connell of Ventura County has been growing rare Australian plants 
for 25 years and may hold the key to restoring Australia's lost landscapes.                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020 (11:00) 
 
Housing and homelessness                                                                                         
Molly Soloman conducts an interview with Dominique Walker, a mom who is reportedly 
‘squatting’ in an otherwise vacant Oakland home set for remodeling.                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020 (8:00) 
 
Environment and energy                                                                                               
Liza Tucker of Consumer Watch discusses her report on glass bottle recycling with 
California’s ‘Bottle Bill’ beverage container deposit laws, and improving the outcome.                                                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020 (7:00) 
 
Environment and energy                                                                                               
Composting can reduce a carbon footprint, but finding a facility that accepts 
compostables can be a challenge, according to a report by Caleigh Wells.               
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020 (8:00)  
 
Public health and safety                                                                                           
When it comes to fighting the novel coronavirus, COVID-19, New York City’s special 
pathogens expert Dr. Syra Madad says we're fighting two battles: one medical, one 
informational. The program also reports on local military facilities used to quarantine 
COVID-19 patients.                                                                                                                    
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 7, 2020 (15:00) 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                           
Author Ada Calhoon addresses health and well being issues facing 'generation X' 
women, who are now middle aged and facing a preponderance of crises, from raising 
children to caring for aging parents.                                                                                                    
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 7, 2020 (9:00) 
 
Education, public health and safety                                                                                           
San Francisco Chronicle education reporter Jill Tucker talks about how California 
Governor Gavin Newsom wants to halt physical education testing to help protect kids 
from body shaming, bullying, and gender identity discrimination.                                 
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 7, 2020 (8:00) 
 



 

Economy                                                                                                                   
Linette Lopez of Business Insider and Chris Thornberg of Beacon Economics discuss 
the latest economic data and the ‘disconnect’ between the numbers and the reality 
many people experience.                                                                                                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020 (15:00) 

Public health and safety, military                                                                                                                 
Matthew McCoy discusses his experience having been evacuated from China and then 
quarantined at March Air Force base in southern California amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic.                                                                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020 (7:00) 

Environment and energy                                                                                                                
Steve Chiotakis interviews Dr. Lela Higgins of LA County’s Natural History Museum on 
the migration of the Monarch butterfly through California.                                              
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020 (10:00) 

Public health and safety, economy                                                                                    
The segment includes a discussion with Wall Street Journal reporter Byron Tao and 
former federal prosecutor Jack Weiss on the reported trend in federal courts to pursue 
fewer white collar crime cases.                                                                                             
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 21, 2020 (17:00) 

Environment and energy                                                                                           
Wake Forest University’s Justin Catanosto talks about Microsoft Corporation’s desire to 
become carbon negative in 10 years and, by 2050, to have removed all the carbon it 
had ever contributed since its founding.                                                                                            
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 21, 2020 (7:00) 

Labor and economy                                                                                                      
Columbia University’s Nicholas Lemann and Peter Kafka, media and technology 
reporter at Recode, discuss the Sacramento-based newspaper giant McClatchy News 
Service having filed for bankruptcy, affecting many California newspapers and being the 
latest in a declining medium.                                                                                            
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 21, 2020 (10:00) 

Police and public safety, education                                                                                        
The Boy Scouts of America have filed for bankruptcy protection amid scores of abuse 
cases, reports Wade Goodwin of NPR.                                                                                    
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 21, 2020 (10:00) 

Public health and safety, economy                                                                               
A roundtable discussion with USC's Clayton Dube of the US-China Institute and 
Washington Post health reporter Lena Sun on the health and economic effects of the 
coronavirus spread.                                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 28, 2020 (10:00)  

Public health and safety                                                                                                 
Mortician Caitlin Doughty talks about composting human corpses as a legitimate 
alternative to cremation or burial, in a practice which promises to reduce carbon 
emissions and is allowed thanks to a new state bill.                                                            
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Feb. 28, 2020 (7:00) 

 

 



 

 

Public health and safety                                                                                           
Protocol expert Elaine Swann reflects on how the ways we interact have changed amid 
the COVID-19 outbreak and conducts a discussion on how and why certain social 
norms, like handshaking, exist and change.                                                                         
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 6, 2020 (6:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                           
Washing Post retail reporter Abha BBhattarai says hand sanitizer is flying off store 
shelves as people seek protection against COVID-19, with cases of price gouging and 
reports of supply chain problems. Also: how to make your own.                                                  
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 6, 2020 (6:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                           
Cynthia Koons of Blumberg News reports that some abortion opponents use financial 
tactics to force clinic closures. At issue, they say, is whether doctors who perform 
abortions in the state must have admitting privileges at a nearby hospital.                                                         
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 6, 2020 (9:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                 
Dr. Samuel Fink, a board-certified doctor of internal medicine, gives recommendations 
on actions to take to stay safe during the rapid spread of COVID-19, including 
guidelines on socializing and other contact.                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 13, 2020 (14:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                 
Huffington Post senior national correspondent Jonathan Cohn talks about hospital 
readiness during a pandemic and inquires as to whether hospitals have enough beds, 
ventilators and other vital equipment.                                                                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 13, 2020 (9:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                 
David Tamarkin of Epicurious talks about the need for pantry staples as we stock up to 
stay at home and discussed what we really should be buying.                                                   
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 13, 2020 (7:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                 
USC professor of psychology Norbert Schwartz takes on the subject of how to deal with 
the stress brought on by the prospect of having to stay isolated and how to cope with 
COVID-related stress.                                                                                                      
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 13, 2020 (7:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                 
A discussion of what the 1-trillion dollar rescue will likely do for the economy, with Ian 
Shepherdson, chief U.S. economist for Pantheon Macroeconomics, a firm which 
advises Wall Street firms and hedge funds.                                                                         
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 21, 2020 (10:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                 
A conversation including Rideshare Drivers United organizing committee member 
Nancy Silverton on how the service and gig industries, among the most vulnerable parts 
of the economy, are  being hurt the most in the economic stall due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. And: what to do if you have symptoms of COVID-19.                                                   
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 21, 2020 (16:00) 



 

 

Public health and safety                                                                                                     
Erin Allday of the San Francisco Chronicle talks about San Francisco’s strict lock-down 
during the pandemic. The city's three-week stay-at-home order is the toughest in the 
state and affects seven million people.                                                                                                                               
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 21, 2020 (8:00) 

Public health and safety, education                                                                                                     
The segment features a conversation with Dr. Michael Rich of the Center on Media and 
Child Health about dealing with kids at home, including tips for parents faced with 
having to educate and entertain young children while schools are closed during the 
pandemic.                                                                                                                            
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 21, 2020 (10:00) 

Public health and safety                                                                                                
As New Orleans and Boston report COVID-19 spikes, can the US flatten curve without a 
nationwide strategy? Alice Miranda Ollstein, health care reporter for Politico, discusses 
the issue.                                                                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 28, 2020 (8:51) 

Public health and safety                                                                                            
Southern California doctors work to get more ventilators where they’re needed 
according to Dr. Andrew Frankel, facial plastic and reconstructive surgeon, and Dr. 
Brian Wong, facial plastic surgeon                                                                               
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 28, 2020 (10:02) 
 
Education, technology, public health and safety                                                      
How two teachers are adapting as LAUSD shifts to online education during the COVID-
19 crisis. The Governor doesn't think schools will open again until after summer break.                                                                                                                           
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 28, 2020 (10:27) 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                            
Grocery supply chain struggles to handle coronavirus-driven demands, as reported by 
Annie Gasparo of the Wall Street Journal.                                                                                
Press Play with Madeleine Brand -- Aired Saturday, Mar. 28, 2020 (16:22) 
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