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Programs & Issues for the fourth quarter of 2020 Oct Nov Dec 
 
It has been determined that the following subjects are of concern to the community and 
have been considered and addressed substantially by elected officials, community 
leaders, expert witnesses and the general public. 
 

1. Housing and affordable housing 
2. Public health  
3. Business, labor and economy 
4. Police and public safety 
5. Fire and emergency services  

 
The following programs were produced and broadcast in the public interest: 
 
KERW PROGRAMS/ISSUES LIST – 4th QUARTER 2020 OCT-NOV-DEC 
 
ISSUE  DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM   DATE_______________ 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                            
Donald Trump tweeted on Thursday night that he and Melania tested positive for Covid-
19. Because the virus’ symptoms are so varied and unpredictable, the full implications 
of his diagnosis are unclear.                                                                                                                        
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 3, 2020 
 
Public safety, environment                                                                                                       
Glass Fire has destroyed more than 100 homes and forced some 70,000 people in 
Napa and Sonoma Counties to evacuate and it’s just five percent contained. Fires this 
year  have collectively burned nearly four million acres in California.                                       
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 3, 2020 
 
Public health                                                                                                                           
The United States Supreme Court begins its first term without Ruth Bader Ginsberg. On 
the docket: healthcare and religious institutions.                                                                 
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 10, 2020 
 
Labor and economy, public health and safety                                                            
Covid-19 infection and death rates among Latinos are higher compared to white 
households, while Latinos are also suffering more financially, especially women.                   
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 10, 2020 
 
Public safety, environment, emergency services                                                                                      
The White House rebuffed California’s request for a disaster declaration related to six 
historic wildfires. Then, the Federal Emergency Management Agency announced that 
funding would be available for the Golden State.                                                               
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 17, 2020 
 
Housing and affordable housing                                                                                 
Decades ago, voters passed Prop 13, which tied property taxes to the purchase price of 
homes and commercial properties. This year’s Prop 15 would remove that protection 
from some commercial properties.                                                                                             
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 17, 2020 
 



Public health and safety, labor and economy                                                                                              
Oscar-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney looked at why the U.S. — the wealthiest, most 
developed nation and home to some of the world’s leading infectious disease experts 
— failed so stunningly to get out in front of the pandemic in his new documentary, 
“Totally Under Control.”                                                                                                                                     
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                
From Lysol wipes and hand sanitizer to air purifiers and bleach, people are using 
whatever they can get their hands on to try to kill the coronavirus. One more tool getting 
attention is a type of ultraviolet light called UVC.                                                                          
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, business and economy                                                                                                
The state issued new protocols for theme parks to reopen, but meeting the 
requirements may take many more months, leaving the theme park industry and its 
employees stuck on a ride that just won’t end.                                                                          
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020 
 
Labor and economy, public health and safety                                                                                               
The official unemployment rate in the U.S. is just under 8 percent right now, but working 
mothers are feeling the crush particularly acutely. As many as one in four women are 
considering cutting back on their hours or leaving their jobs entirely.                                          
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                  
Covid-19 infection numbers are back on the rise nationwide and there’s discord among 
the group of people who are officially responsible for helping the country get through 
the pandemic.                                                                                                                                        
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, environment                                                                                              
Vaccines commonly contain substances that help fire up people’s immune systems. 
These adjuvants are sourced from obscure places like the soapbark tree, which only 
grows in Chile.                                                                                                                                
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                             
The FDA approved Remdesivir as a treatment for coronavirus last week. Early in the 
pandemic, there were high hopes for Remdesivir. But a recent World Health 
Organization study found that it had no effect on Covid-19 deaths or recovery time. 
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Oct. 31, 2020 
 
Business and economy, public health and safety                                                           
People are rethinking their usual Thanksgiving plans, choosing to stay home instead of 
flying somewhere for a big family gathering. The uncertainty is leaving turkey farms in 
flux. Slaughterhouses have also been suffering from coronavirus outbreaks among 
staff. Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020  
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                         
With holidays coming up and a lot of people planning to use testing as a barometer of 
whether it’s safe to get together, the director of clinical microbiology for the UCLA 
Health System answered frequently asked questions about Covid-19 testing.                                
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 14, 2020 



Public health and safety                                                                                                                  
The number of new coronavirus cases in this country is at an all-time high, with 145,000 
cases reported yesterday. Hospitalizations are also at their highest right now, pushing 
some healthcare facilities to the limit.                                                                             
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 14, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, business and economy                                                                                     
Governor Gavin Newsom joined the governors of Washington and Oregon in issuing a 
travel advisory, urging residents to not to leave the state and to quarantine for two 
weeks upon return if they do.                                                                                                 
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 14, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, business and economy                                                                                                     
California issued a travel advisory, discouraging nonessential travel and asking 
residents to stay home — or in the region at the very least. Anyone arriving in 
California, including returning residents, should self-quarantine for 14 days.                                                            
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 14, 2020 
 
Business and economy, public health and safety                                                                     
Creative industries like fashion, theater, and film production have lost more than 
250,000 jobs since February, according to a report by Otis College of Art and Design. 
Leadership discusses whether these jobs will return after the pandemic?                                                                              
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 14, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                         
Scientists are training dogs to sniff out Covid-19 at airports and other public places. 
Researchers are trying to find out what volatile organic compounds (scents) are coming 
off of these diseases, and they hope dogs can screen people at airports, schools, train 
stations, and sporting events.                                                                                                       
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 21, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, labor and economy                                                                                                             
The 40-hour work week is increasingly obsolete and unnecessary in the Covid era, 
according to Alex Pang - author of “Shorter: Work Better, Smarter, and Less.”                                                  
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 21, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, environment                                                                                    
Across California, city and county officials are finding dangerous chemicals known as 
PFAs in their drinking water wells. They have been used for decades in non-stick pan 
coatings, food packaging, and the foam firefighters use to extinguish blazes. Nearly 
everyone has been exposed to PFAs in some form.                                                                
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 28, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                            
As virus cases surge, hospitals are running dangerously close to capacity. Santa Clara 
County announced over the weekend they could be overwhelmed in three weeks.               
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Nov. 28, 2020 
 
Public health and safety Los Angeles Times staff writer Hailey Branson-Potts 
discusses Covid-19 priorities for California cities.                                                                      
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020 
 
 
 



Public health and safety, labor and economy                                                                                                                     
California has averaged more than 15,000 new Covid-19 cases per day over the past 
week, three times the rate in November. The governor’s new regional stay-home order 
could take effect this weekend in many parts of the state.                                                     
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, education and schools                                                                                                                            
During the pandemic, children are not able to socialize on playgrounds or in schools. 
How is that affecting their mental health? A professor of psychiatry and licensed child 
psychologist at UC Davis discusses education in the Covid-era.                                          
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020 
 
Emergency services, public health and safety                                                                      
2020 has been the most expensive, devastating and destructive fire season on record. 
All that smoke, ash, and chemicals are having disastrous effects on children and their 
lungs, especially in the Central Valley.                                                                                   
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                              
The City of Lancaster in the Antelope Valley issued a vote of no confidence in the 
director of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (LADPH), saying that 
throughout the pandemic, the LADPH didn’t do its job effectively.                                                   
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020 
 
Economics, public health and safety                                                                                             
Time is running out for Congress to pass another stimulus deal. At the end of the year, 
in three weeks, some 14 million people will lose the extra unemployment benefits that 
came with the first round of Covid relief.                                                                                
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                                                     
The coronavirus pandemic has disproportionately affected communities of color. But 
only about half of the state’s Latino population is willing to get the vaccine, and less 
than a third of Black Californians say they’ll get it, according to a survey.                                    
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, housing and affordable housing                                                                                                                                                     
Covid-19 has devastating nursing homes. A health economist whose mother lives in a 
senior care facility in Duarte, California discusses how it could change how the US 
thinks of end-of-life care?                                                                                                          
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, business and economy                                                                                                     
Post-pandemic life might not begin until 2024, because a Covid-19 vaccine must be 
distributed to at least 50 percent of the population, and people need time to recover 
from the psychological, social, and economic shock of a plague, according to a Yale 
sociologist and physician.                                                                                                           
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 19, 2020 
 
Public health and safety, business and economy                                                                                              
San Diego County says it will no longer enforce COVID-19 dining restrictions on 
restaurants after a superior court judge ruled that two strip clubs there can stay open, 
despite state restrictions. The judge said the county can no longer enforce shutdowns 
at “San Diego County businesses with restaurant service.”                                                        
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 19, 2020 



Public health and safety                                                                                               
Southern California and the San Joaquin Valley reportedly have no ICU space. 
Hospitals are creating special Covid-19 wards to handle the influx. There are plans now 
for how to ration care.                                                                                                            
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020 
 
Public health and safety                                                                                               
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines use messenger RNA to prevent Covid-19. It takes a 
protein from the coronavirus to boost the body’s immune system.                                               
Press Play with Madeline Brand -- Aired Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020 
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