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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD OCTOBER 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 

2016 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2016 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2016. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25; 8:55AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Sunday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday   10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday     9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of news, 

weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this report range 

from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events of the 

nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  

These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and feature 

reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to 

four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 

This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented reports 

in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to twelve minutes 

long. 



 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2016 – Q4 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Politics 

2. Healthy Lifestyles 

3. Agricultural Economy 

4. Transportation 

5. Community Welfare 

 

POLITICS: 

The 2016 Presidential campaign dominated the news headlines across the country.  On the 

local level, a handful of local races were featured in our news coverage.  On October 5th, KEYC 

News 12 viewers heard from a local political science expert from Gustavus Adolphus College on 

the Vice Presidential Debate.  We also spoke with local political experts following the 

presidential debates on October 19th and 20th.  Viewers also heard from local officials during 

the campaign season.  On October 5, the South Central College Student Senate and the League 

of Women Voters hosted a candidate meet and greet, which featured Minnesota house and 

senate candidates from the southern Minnesota area.  A debate was held on October 19th 

featuring the three candidates running to replace a longtime state senator for the Mankato 

area.  On October 18th, a candidate forum for a Minnesota house seat was held.  KEYC News 12 

viewers also got to hear from those interested in representing them on the extreme local level 

when it comes to city council.  On October 13, KEYC News 12 viewers heard from those 

interested in being the next member of the Mankato City Council when a candidate forum was 

held.  As Election Day drew nearer, KEYC News 12 viewers learned more about the issues facing 

them on the ballot.  On October 27th, viewers learned about the proposed local option sales tax 

extension on the ballot in Mankato and North Mankato and what the funds had been used for 



in the past and what any future funding would go toward.  On November 1st, viewers learned 

where the US Congressional Candidates stood on key issues ahead of the election and how 

they’re supporting their presidential candidates.  On November 2, 3 & 4, KEYC News 12 viewers 

saw candidate profiles for those running for Mankato city council’s two ward races and the 

North Mankato mayor race.  On November 6th, we caught back up with a northern Iowa teen 

who gained national attention not only for his age, but for the name he was using for the 

presidential race, Deez Nuts.   Over the course of the entire election season, we did several 

stories on the early voting process and provided frequent updates from state and local election 

officials on when ballots were due and how many people had voted early since this was the first 

year in Minnesota that you did not have to have an excuse to vote early.  Following the 

election, KEYC News 12 viewers heard from the candidates who won, including a close US 

congressional race where only a few hundred votes separated the candidates.  Viewers also 

learned the next steps after the Mankato and North Mankato Sales Tax Extension was 

overwhelmingly approved.  Viewers of KEYC News 12 were also kept up-to-date on the 

transition of power after Donald Trump was elected President, including the transition of power 

as well as protests that erupted in Minnesota and across the country following his win.  As the 

election season wound down, we also learned that there would be another repeat in the US 

congressional district race in southern Minnesota as the Republican challenger announced that 

he would run again. 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES:   

KEYC News 12 is partnering with other community members for an initiative known as Thrive: 

Eat, Move, Sleep.  Three times per week, viewers learn about nutritional benefits of certain 

foods, better ways to get exercise or avoid injury during exercise, and attaining better sleep by 

making small changes in daily habits.  The segments air on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays 

during KEYC News 12 at 5:00 and 10:00. 

KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Midday, 

5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 

On October 6th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about health experts determining that the flu 

mist has been deemed ineffective and encouraging everyone to get the flu shot.  As October 

wore on, state officials released that health premiums for private plans on the state health 

exchange would be increasing.  As the month drew on, there were calls in state government to 

hold a special session to help provide tax relief to reduce health premiums.  Talks for a special 

session continued into the winter with lawmakers not taking an action before the year ended. 



As Halloween approached, KEYC News 12 viewers were alerted to the Teal Pumpkin, which is a 

way to show that trick-or-treating treats are food allergy free.  This was also followed with 

advice from a dentist on protecting your teeth from too much candy. 

On November 10th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about a new treadmill that is in the Mankato 

area that was developed with technology from NASA.  This treadmill is being used by a  local 

woman to help her regain simple life skills following a stroke. 

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY:   

The engine that powers the Greater Mankato economy is agriculture.  When farmers have a 

good year, the rest of the area tends to follow – and that’s why so many viewers have an 

interest in what is going on in the area’s agriculture industry.   

Heavy rain toward the end of September came at an unfortunate time for local farmers as they 

prepared for harvest.  On October 3rd, we did an update with crop experts on how the heavy 

rain is delaying the fall harvest.  On October 6th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about no 

interest loans available to farmers dealing with crop loss following the flooding. 

Viewers were also informed on a weekly basis on the harvest update as the fields dried out and 

farmers were able to return to the field. 

On November 15th, KEYC News 12 viewers saw an in-depth report on how the economy of 

southern Minnesota and specifically the Mankato area has deep roots in the soybean industry 

and how they have played a key part in Mankato becoming a regional center. 

On November 30th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned how one local college is working with college 

students who are interested in the agricultural field.  There is a growing demand for students to 

have a college degree and South Central College is one local institution that is working to help 

fill that void. 

KEYC News 12 Midday features different aspects related to the agricultural industry every 

Friday with Ag expert Lynn Ketelsen and the Ketelsen Reports.  Grain and livestock prices are 

displayed during KEYC News 12 Midday, KEYC News 12 at 5, and KEYC News 12 at 6. 

 TRANSPORTATION: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa rely on a robust transportation network of highways in 

order to conduct commerce and move goods.  Construction and maintenance is a very 

important, albeit inconvenient, aspect of the area’s transportation network.  A key corridor 

through the area are US Highways 14 & 169.  Construction for the duration of the 2016 

construction season has a huge impact on commerce and how people get around in the area.   



On October 6th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned that after 6 long months, Highway 169 between 

Mankato and St. Peter would be opening by October 12th.  The 6 month long detour caused 

many headaches for drivers.  This project is also being completed ahead of schedule, despite 

the heavy rain that fell during the summer and into the fall.  On October 12th, KEYC News 12 

spoke with drivers who were thrilled the road had re-opened.  On the 13th, KEYC News 12 

covered the ribbon cutting ceremony that was held, celebrating the road re-opening. 

The other major road project of the summer was the 4 lane expansion of US Highway 14 

between the Mankato area and Nicollet.  Summer rains really hampered this project and 

caused multiple delays.  On November 1, KEYC News 12 viewers learned that the project would 

wrap up around Veterans Day.  This project is aimed toward improving safety for drivers, as this 

stretch of roadway sees a higher number of crashes that average. 

While construction wrapped up, planning for the next big project got underway.  On November 

17th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about the Department of Transportation’s plans to 

rehabilitate state Highway 22 between Mankato and Mapleton, which sees a high volume of 

traffic.  This project will increase safety, but also comes at the cost of some older trees, that 

were planted in honor of World War II veterans.  The DOT does have plans to replace the trees 

with a new type of memorial. 

As the snow started to fly in December, KEYC News 12 caught up with the DOT as they began to 

clear the roads. 

COMMUNITY WELFARE: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa are home to a good number of generous individuals, 

willing to help out those in need, not only during the holiday season but also in times of need. 

On October 4th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about a concert benefit to be held for flood 

victims in the area.  The concert will feature great local music, but also food, with proceeds 

going to flood victims. 

On October 8th, a breast cancer awareness walk was held in North Mankato.  KEYC News 12 

viewers saw the funds raised will go to the American Cancer Society.   

During Fire Prevention Week, the North Mankato Fire Department helped deliver pizzas from a 

local restaurant and also checked smoke detector batteries.   

As October wore on, a group stepped forward to collect donations of used furniture and 

household items for flood victims.  The collection lasted three weeks, with distribution 

happening in early November.   



On October 27th, KEYC News 12 viewers met a local woman who volunteered with the American 

Red Cross to provide disaster relief in the southeastern United States following Hurricane 

Matthew that his the Carolinas. 

As we moved into November and the weather turned colder, several shelters opened their 

doors for the season, including the Mankato Salvation Army and a new shelter at the Belgrade 

Avenue Methodist Church in North Mankato. 

November was also the kick-off for the US Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program.  KEYC 

News 12 is heavily involved in this program and featured frequent updates on the toy drive 

during KEYC News 12 Midday, Five, Six, Nine and Ten with live interviews as well as reminders 

of the numerous drop box sites around the region.  With KEYC News 12’s help, this year’s drive 

was one of the best yet. 

KEYC News 12 also showcased the Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign as it began in mid-

November.   Even as the campaign began, there was a need for bell ringers.   On December 13th, 

members of the KEYC News 12 staff helped out by ringing bells for the kettles.  KEYC News 12 

also featured frequent updates on how the campaign was progressing through the season. 

The 31st annual Holiday Sharing Tree kicked off on November 18th.  The Sharing Tree helps 

gather gifts for those that might normally go without them during the holiday season in Blue 

Earth and Nicollet Counties.   

On November 25th, the fifth season of the Kiwanis Holiday Lights kicked off.  This annual event 

draws thousands of visitors from the day after Thanksgiving through New Year’s Eve.  The event 

gathers food and monetary donations for area non-profit organizations and food shelves.  KEYC 

News 12 provided updates through November and December as the group started putting up 

the lights, as well as weekly updates on attendance and donations gathered. 

 

  


