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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 
of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During October, November, 
December, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 
 
American History / Biography 
Arts 
Business / Industry 
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
Economy 
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
Health / Health Care 
National Politics 
Science / Technology 
War / Veterans / National Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 
previously mentioned topics. 
 
BBC World News (Weeknights) 
Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 
Frontline (Weekly) 
PBS Newshour (Weeknights) 
Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 
To the Contrary (Weekly) 
Need To Know (Weekly) 
Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 
 
 

 
FINDING YOUR ROOTS: OUR AMERICAN STORYTELLERS  (60) minutes  
Aired October 7, 2014 at 8:00pm 
Three iconic American storytellers have spent their lives chronicling the lives of others, 
while knowing almost nothing about their own family history. Ken Burns confronts the 
reality of his southern ancestors’ role in the Civil War, including Confederate soldiers 
held captive and a slave-owning Virginian. Anderson Cooper, scion of one of America’s 
most storied families, the Vanderbilts, longs to know more about his father’s southern 
roots — including the story of an ancestor murdered by one his slaves. Anna Deavere 
Smith learns the story of her great-grandfather Basil Biggs, a free black man and former 
conductor on the Underground Railroad. All three guests’ ancestors intersect at pivotal 
moments of American history. 
 
FRONTLINE SOLITARY NATION (60) minutes  
Aired November 4, 2014 at 10:00pm 
An estimated 80,000 Americans are in solitary confinement - even people who haven't 
committed violent crimes - sometimes for years, or even decades.  Using extraordinary 
access to the segregation unit at the maximum security Maine State Prison, FRONTLINE 
examines America's use of solitary confinement - a practice U.S. prisons and jails resort 
to more than most other countries.  Some prison officials see it as necessary to keep order 
and safety, but critics say it is inhumane and counterproductive. "Solitary Nation" is an 
extraordinarily rare and intimate view of life in solitary, through the stories of inmates 
living in isolation, the prison officers who keep them locked in, and a new warden who is 
re-thinking the practice and trying to reduce the number of inmates in solitary. 

 
DISCOVERING ALEXANDRIA: THE EARLY YEARS (120) minutes   
Aired December 4, 2014 at 8pm 
Discovering Alexandria spotlights the city’s role in the British Empire and the 
Independence movement, the planter and port economies, the slave trade and the 
experience of Alexandria’s African American community through time, and the 
development of industry. Touching on the earliest evidence of Paleoindian civilization in 
the area before taking up the story of early settlement, economic growth and community-
building, the program concludes with post-Civil War Reconstruction, examining the 
momentous changes wrought by the war.  
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Arts 
 

 
THE HISPANIC HERITAGE AWARDS 2014 (60) minutes   
Aired October 1, 2014 at 3:00pm 
Filmed at the historic Warner Theater in Washington, DC, the program will honor 
recipients of the 27th annual Hispanic Heritage Awards. Honorees include celebrities, 
physicians, scientists, educators, innovators, public officials and community and business 
leaders selected by the Hispanic Heritage Foundation. The awards, established by the 
White House in 1987 to commemorate the creation of Hispanic Heritage Month in the 
U.S., are considered among the highest honors for Latinos by Latinos and recognize 
notable Latinos who have had a positive impact on America and the world in various 
fields. 
 
ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY: LEGACY (120) minutes  
Aired November 9, 2014 at 1:30pm 
Why do we break with some traditions and perpetuate others? Tania Bruguera, Abraham 
Cruzvillegas and Wolfgang Laib use life experiences and family heritage to explore new 
aesthetic terrain. 
 
ENCORES! GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET (120) minutes  
Aired December 7, 2014 at 9:00pm 
Hosted by Deborah Voigt, from the Grand Staircase of the Metropolitan Opera house in 
New York City, the special covers a wide range of operatic ground, from heartbreak to 
hilarity, delivered by such artists as Natalie Dessay, Plácido Domingo, Renée Fleming, 
Juan Diego Flórez, Jonas Kaufmann, and Anna Netrebko, along with Voigt herself. These 
extraordinary moments, selected from more than 75 productions, were initially seen as 
part of the Met’s global Live in HD movie-theater transmissions, and later shared with 
PBS audiences as presentations of Great Performances at the Met. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 
FRONTLINE LEAGUE OF DENIAL: THE NFL'S CONCUSSION CRISIS (60) 
minutes   
Aired October 8, 2014 at 9:00pm 
The National Football League, a multibillion-dollar commercial juggernaut, presides over 
America's indisputable national pastime.  But the NFL is under assault as thousands of 
former players and a host of scientists claim the league has covered up how football 
inflicted long-term brain injuries on many players.  In this special investigation, 
FRONTLINE and prize-winning journalists Steve Fainaru and Mark Fainaru-Wada of 
ESPN reveal the hidden story of the NFL and brain injuries, drawn from their 
forthcoming book League of Denial: The NFL, Concussions and the Battle for Truth 
(Crown Archetype, October 2013).  What did the NFL know and when did it know it? 
What's the truth about the risks to players? What can be done?  The FRONTLINE 
investigation details how, for years, the league denied and worked to refute scientific 
evidence that the violent collisions at the heart of the game are linked to an alarming 
incidence of early onset dementia, catastrophic brain damage, death, and other 
devastating consequences for some of football's all-time greats. 
 
HITMAKERS (60) minutes   
Aired November 14, 2014 at 9:00pm 
HITMAKERS is an up-close look at the music industry’s resilience in the digital age, 
from the perspective of groundbreaking artists, music label mavericks and game-
changing managers. These crucial players have shaped the music business over the past 
100 years, changing pop culture in the process. Today’s artists challenge the paradigm 
further, taking control of their careers and sometimes shucking the system altogether to 
record and release music on their own. Record labels large and small also have found 
they must innovate to thrive. Entertaining and thoughtful, HITMAKERS boasts an 
unforgettable soundtrack. The special features interviews and performances from notable 
artists such as Melissa Etheridge, The Roots’ Questlove, Sharon Jones, rising 
DJ/producer Steve Aoki and many more. 
 
SUZE ORMAN: FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS FOR YOU (120) minutes   
Aired December 29, 2014 at 9:30pm 
We all have financial issues and problems. Suze Orman's latest special sharply focuses on 
her helping individual viewers 'find financial solutions for you.' As always, Suze's advice 
is based not just on numbers, but on a critical understanding of ourselves and our 
emotional needs. The special's central theme is that our financial decision-making should 
be guided by an understanding of 'the goal of money.' As Suze perceptively defines it: 
'The goal of money is to make you feel secure.' Our financial solutions should work to 
fulfill that goal. In addition, Suze stresses the importance of making financial decisions 
that you feel comfortable with. Financial problems are caused when you do things with 
money that do not seem 'right' to you, despite pressures and advice from others. 
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

 
 
FRONTLINE DEATH BY FIRE 2 (60) minutes 
Aired October 25, 2014 at 10:00pm 
Did Texas execute an innocent man? Several controversial death penalty cases are 
currently under examination in Texas and in other states, but it’s the 2004 execution of 
Cameron Todd Willingham — convicted for the arson deaths of his three young children 
— that’s now at the center of the national debate. With unique access to those closest to 
the case, FRONTLINE examines the Willingham conviction in light of new science that 
raises doubts about whether the fire at the center of the case was really arson at all. The 
film meticulously examines the evidence used to convict Willingham, provides an in-
depth portrait of those most impacted by the case and explores the explosive implications 
of the execution of a possibly innocent man. 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL  (30) minutes   
Aired November 28, 2014 at 8:00pm 
After a grand jury decided not to indict police officer Darren Wilson in the death of 
Michael Brown, we look at what’s next as the issue of race and justice continues to 
capture national attention. Also, the surprise resignation of Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel after less than two years. Plus, we hear from our viewers on key issues like 
Washington gridlock, healthcare and the environment. 
 
INDEPENDENT LENS: THE TRIALS OF MUHAMMAD ALI  (90) minutes 
Aired December 22, 2014 at 10:00pm 
The Trials of Muhammad Ali explores the extraordinary and complex life of the 
legendary athlete outside the boxing ring. From joining the controversial Nation of Islam 
and changing his name from Cassius Clay to Muhammad Ali, from his refusal to serve in 
the Vietnam War in the name of protesting racial inequality to his global humanitarian 
work, Ali remains an inspiring and controversial figure. Focusing on some of the most 
noteworthy and provocative aspects of the legendary athlete’s life, the film explores his 
lifelong journey of spiritual transformation. From his Louisville roots through his years in 
exile to receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom, Ali's path was that of poet to pariah 
to global ambassador for peace. 
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Economy 
 
 

AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS WITH MARIA HINOJOSA: NATIVE 
AMERICAN BOOMTOWN (60) minutes   
Aired October 26, 2014 at 5:00pm 
The Bakken oil boom is bringing billions of dollars and tens of thousands of jobs to 
North Dakota. A substantial part of the oil production is concentrated on an Indian 
reservation. Fort Berthold Reservation’s 1,000-plus oil wells have brought in money and 
jobs for some, but oil has also brought danger — organized crime, hard drugs, traffic 
fatalities — and other problems. Tribal members speak about the benefits and 
consequences of the boom. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND (30) minutes   
Aired November 30, 2014 at 5:00pm 
Spending behaviors shift over holiday shopping weekend: Experts expect tomorrow's so-
called "Cyber Monday" sales to see an uptick over last year. But will it be enough for 
businesses to consider the extended shopping weekend a success? For some insight, 
Shelly Banjo of the Wall Street Journal joins PBS NewsHour's Alison Stewart. 
 
STUDIO WETA: RIC EDELMAN (60) minutes   
Aired December 29, 2014 at 5:00am 
This show focuses on interviews with authors, experts and artists. Paul Anthony will 
speak with acclaimed financial adviser Ric Edelman. WETA production. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
 
 
HOW WE GOT TO NOW WITH STEVEN JOHNSON (60) minutes  
Aired October 15, 2014 at 9:00pm 
Dirty water has killed more humans than all the wars of history combined, but in the last 
150 years, a series of radical ideas, extraordinary innovations and unsung heroes have 
changed our world. Johnson plunges into a sewer to understand what made a maverick 
engineer decide to lift the city of Chicago with screw jacks in order to build America’s 
first sewer system. He talks about John Leal, who deliberately “poisoned” the water 
supply of 200,000 people when, without authorization, he added chlorine, considered 
lethal in 1908, into Jersey City’s water and made it safe to drink. This isn’t only about the 
world becoming a cleaner place — the iPhone, the subway, flat screen TVs and even the 
bikini are the result of the valiant efforts of the unsung heroes of clean. 
 
NATURE: A SLOTH NAMED VELCRO (60) minutes   
Aired November 5, 2014 at 8:00pm 
Sloths, once largely ignored, have become a hot topic of scientific researchers. 
Sanctuaries and rehabilitation centers are also springing up, as development often 
displaces these gentle creatures. Filmed in Panama, Costa Rica and Colombia, this is a 
story of friendship between a journalist and the sloth she named Velcro and a network of 
people working to learn more about sloths in order to protect them. 
 
THIS AMERICAN LAND: PRECIOUS SIERRA WATER, NEVADA 
WILDERNESS, RALLYING TO SAVE A WATERSHED (30) minutes   
Aired December 20, 2014 at 7:00am 
Climate change portends less snowfall in the Sierras, and that means less water in 
California's Sacramento and San Joaquin watersheds, two of the nation's most important 
and sensitive estuary systems. Snow melt from the Sierras feeds $400 billion in economic 
activities, supports four million acres of farmland, and supplies drinking water for more 
than 23 million people.  
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Health / Health Care 
 
 
AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS WITH MARIA HINOJOSA: ISLAND OF 
WARRIORS (30) minutes   
Aired October 12, 2014 at 5:00pm 
Pacific Islanders serve in the U.S. military in disproportionally high numbers, and have 
suffered the highest casualty rates in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The men and 
women of Guam, a U.S. territory in the Pacific, are American citizens and serve in our 
country’s military at a rate three times higher than the rest of the country. Learn why the 
island’s returning veterans say they can’t get the healthcare they need. 
 
HOW WE GOT TO NOW WITH STEVEN JOHNSON: SOUND (60) minutes   
Aired November 12, 2014 at 10:00pm 
Imagine a world without the power to capture or transmit sound. Journey with Johnson to 
the Arcy sur Cure caves in northern France, where he finds the first traces of the desire to 
record sound — 10,000 years ago. He also learns about the difference that radio made in 
the civil rights movement and discovers that telephone inventor Alexander Graham Bell 
thought that the best use for his invention was long-distance jam sessions. During an 
ultrasound on a pregnant dolphin, he realizes just how big a role sound has played in 
medicine. The unsung heroes of sound have had an impact on our working lives, race 
relations, saving lives and the radical alteration of cities. 

 
JJ VIRGIN’S SUGAR IMPACT SECRET (90) minutes   
Aired December 9, 2014 at 10pm 
How to improve one's health by removing sugar from one's diet. Included: the hidden 
sugar in otherwise healthy diets.  Join JJ Virgin LIVE in our UNC-TV studio as she 
shows viewers how to lower their sugar impact which helps retrain taste buds, restore 
sugar sensitivity, heal the digestive tract, and rev up the metabolism: turning sugar 
burners into fat burners and promoting rapid weight loss! Sugar can cause inflammation, 
bloating, metabolic disorders... this show will revolutionize how you think about sugar! 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 
FRONTLINE: LOSING IRAQ (90) minutes   
Aired October 21, 2014 at 10:00pm 
FRONTLINE examines the unfolding chaos in Iraq and how the U.S. is being pulled 
back into the conflict.  Drawing on interviews with policymakers and military leaders, the 
film traces the U.S. role from the 2003 invasion to the current violence, showing how 
Iraq itself is coming undone, how we got here, what went wrong, and what happens next. 
 
COLD WAR ROADSHOW: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes 
Aired November 18, 2014 at 9:00pm 
Revisit one of the most bizarre episodes in the annals of modern history — the 
unprecedented barnstorming across America by Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, the 
world leader of Communism and America’s arch-nemesis, during 13 days in 1959. 
 
JOURNEY TO PLANET EARTH  (60) minutes 
Aired December 15, 2014 at 10:00pm 
Hosted and narrated by Matt Damon, Extreme Realities is a new Journey to Planet Earth 
episode investigating the link between extreme weather, climate change, and threats to 
our national security. Featuring Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Tom Friedman, World 
Bank President Jim Yong Kim, former CIA Director James Woolsey, and environmental 
visionary Lester Brown, the documentary focuses on recent political conflicts and severe 
weather events in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia, India, the Middle East, the United 
States, and the Arctic. In the wake of these disasters, Extreme Realities addresses three 
fundamental questions: (1) are we merely experiencing once in a hundred year weather 
events or are they early warning signals of an altered reality – a new normal; (2) have we 
already reached a tipping point pushing our planet towards an environmental cliff; and 
(3) are there ways to mitigate or adapt to these newly emerging threats?  
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Science / Technology 
 

 
NATURE: ANIMAL MISFITS (60) minutes   
Aired October 15, 2014 at 8pm 
Alongside the fastest, strongest, smartest animals are nature’s misfits, odd, bizarre and 
unlikely creatures that at first glance seem ill-equipped for survival. Left at the starting 
line in the race for life, these are the apparent losers in the story of evolution, yet 
somehow they manage to cling to life and in some cases even thrive. “Animal Misfits” 
reveals some surprising details about how evolution really works, demonstrating that all 
animals are remarkably well-adapted to their chosen way of life. 
 
NOVA: BIGGER THAN T.REX (60) minutes   
Aired November 5, 2014 at 9pm 
Almost a century ago, paleontologists found the first tantalizing hints of a monster even 
bigger than Tyrannosaurus Rex, perhaps the largest predator ever to walk the Earth: 
spectacular fossil bones from a dinosaur dubbed Spinosaurus. But the fossils were 
completely destroyed during a World War II Allied bombing raid, leaving only drawings, 
lots of questions, and a mystery: What was Spinosaurus? Now, the discovery of new 
bones in a Moroccan cliff face is reopening the investigation into this epic beast. What 
did it feed on and how? Why did it grow so big? We follow the paleontologists who are 
reconstructing this terrifying carnivore piece by piece, revealing a 53-foot-long behemoth 
with a huge dorsal sail, enormous, scimitar-like claws, and massive superjaws, tapered 
toward the front like a crocodile, hosting an army of teeth. It is a painstaking puzzle, and 
it is missing many of its pieces. NOVA follows researchers on the hunt for more fossils, 
tracing ancient history along with the very modern drama of how the bones of the 
Spinosaurus were discovered, seized, bombed, stolen and smuggled across international 
borders. Bringing together experts in paleontology, geology, climatology and 
paleobotany, this NOVA/National Geographic special brings to life the lost world over 
which Spinosaurus reigned more than 65 million years ago. 
 
NOVA: FIRST MAN ON THE MOON (90) minutes  
Aired December 9, 2014 at 11:30pm 
Everyone knows Neil Armstrong was the first to set foot on the moon. But this modest 
and unassuming man was determined to stay out of the spotlight. Now, for the first time, 
NOVA presents an intimate portrait of Armstrong through interviews with his family and 
friends, many of whom have never spoken publicly before. Discover and relive 
Armstrong's achievements before and after Apollo, from his time as a Navy combat 
veteran and later as a pioneer of high-speed flight to his leading role in the inquiry into 
the Challenger disaster and his efforts to encourage young people to take to the skies. 
Along the way, we learn how Armstrong's life became the inspiring story of heroic risk-
taking and humble dedication that ultimately advanced humanity's adventure in space. 
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 
 
POV: THE ACT OF KILLING (120) minutes 
Aired October 6, 2014 at 10:00pm 
Nominated for an Academy Award®, “The Act of Killing” is as dreamlike and terrifying 
as anything that Werner Herzog (one of the executive producers) could imagine. The film 
explores a horrifying era in Indonesian history and provides a window into modern 
Indonesia, where corruption reigns. Not only is the 1965 murder of an estimated one 
million people honored as a patriotic act, but the killers remain in power. In a mind-
bending twist, death-squad leaders dramatize their brutal deeds in the style of the 
American westerns, musicals and gangster movies they love — and play both themselves 
and their victims. As their heroic facade crumbles, they come to question what they’ve 
done. Winner, 2014 BAFTA Film Award, Best Documentary. 
 
NAVY SEALS: THEIR UNTOLD STORY (120) minutes  
Aired November 11, 2014 at 9:00pm 
Despite the widespread attention paid to the Navy SEALs (Sea, Air and Land) since they 
killed Osama bin Laden, the story of how these clandestine warriors evolved in response 
to changing threats — from WWII to the War on Terror — and how their extraordinary 
abilities shaped U.S. and world history, has remained untold. Few people know the 
unheralded tales of the first frogmen who dared to face almost certain death with little 
training, scant equipment and untested tactics. 
 
RICKOVER: THE BIRTH OF NUCLEAR POWER (120) minutes 
Aired December 17, 2014 at 9pm 
Combative, provocative and searingly blunt, Admiral Hyman G. Rickover was a 
flamboyant maverick, a unique American hero. Unafraid to buck the system, he alienated 
Navy brass, yet inspired the men under him. When few thought it possible, then-Captain 
Rickover undertook a quest to harness the fearsome power of the atom to drive the first 
nuclear-powered submarine, the USS Nautilus, whose trip under the polar ice pack was 
one of the great adventure stories of the 1950s. Later, Rickover built the world’s first 
commercial nuclear power plant at Shippingport, Pennsylvania. Rickover’s achievements 
made him into a national celebrity; he appeared on the cover of Time magazine. 
 


