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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CLEVELAND
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING 

3RD QUARTER, 2012

Subject Description of Issue of Concern

1. Local Economy Business leaders in Northeast Ohio are focused on risk 
management, and are somewhat less optimistic than they 
were a year ago.

2. Education The education system is failing because it doesn’t offer 
students what they will need to succeed in the 21st 
century, contends one expert, while another advocates 
changing school curricula.  

3. Childhood Obesity Children are offered an organized, daily activity during 
the summer months, and funds are raised to provide 
membership to all at the Lake County Y, regardless of 
income 

4. Cancer Care The Gathering Place provides support groups for adults 
and children, a library, nutrition education, exercise, 
healing arts and expressive arts.  And 20,000 people 
support Sudan G. Komen for the Cure by taking part in 
Race for the Cure.

5. Urban Revitalization Volunteers with Rebuilding Together Cleveland work to 
rehabilitate an entire city block, and Habitat for Humanity 
opens a new Restore in Akron.

6. Veteran’s Affairs Ohio Army National Guard troops have been called to 
support other U. S. troops in Afghanistan and Iraq, in 
addition to providing homeland security and emergency 
response. And supporters of the Greater Cleveland Fisher 
House raise funds to help families of injured soldiers.

7. Homelessness The Metanoia Project provides food and shelter for street 
people in Cleveland three nights a week.

8. Hunger The Cleveland Foodbank plans to increase the number of 
meals it serves to 50 million annually by 2014, to meet 
the increasing demand.
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9. Child Welfare The Providence House Crisis Nursery is expanding, to 
meet new state requirements that will allow care for 
several more children in crisis.

10. Diversity An exhibit at the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage 
featured the relationship between Pope John Paul II and 
the Jewish people.
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Public Affairs Program Schedule and Description

CLEVELAND 
CONNECTION

SUNDAYS, WKRK, WKRK HD2 6:00 AM-
7:00 AM

Produced and hosted by Jim McIntyre, this 
program features interviews with leaders of non-
profit organizations, medical professionals, local 
government officials, authors and others who are 
asked about issues of local and national concern.



MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Local Economy

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, July 8, 2012 
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Business leaders in Northeast Ohio continue to express a fair amount of optimism when it 
comes to hiring people and making money, according to KPMG LLP, the audit, tax and 
advisory firm. However, John MacIntosh, KPMG Northeast Ohio Managing Partner, said the 
movers and shakers are somewhat less optimistic than they were a year ago.  70% of business 
leaders are confident that profits will increase in 2012, slightly less than the 75%  who 
registered an optimistic outlook in 2011. There is a more significant difference in the number of 
bosses who plan to add workers to their payrolls; 32%, compared with 45% a year ago. 
MacIntosh said most business leaders in Northeast Ohio are focused on risk management, 
especially when it comes to Information Technology and cyber-security.

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, July 15, 2012 
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Chef Rocco Whalen is branching out, recently opening the quick service Italian restaurant "Rosie and 
Rocco's" in the new Horseshoe Casino. He says the powers that be at the casino were impressed by 
"Rocco's Nachos and Tacos" at Quicken Loans Arena.  "Rosie and Rocco's" joins Michael Symon's "B 
Spot" and "Corky and Lenny's" at the Horseshoe. 

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, August 26, 2012 
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

The Cleveland National Air Show at Burke Lakefront Airport coincided with Navy Week Cleveland. 
The Navy was in Cleveland commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 1812. The economic impact 
of the Air Show is significant.  Visitors, vendors and local residents spend more than $7 million dollars 

http://clevelandairshow.com/


every year in Cleveland during the run of the show.

MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Education 

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, August 26, 2012
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Julie Wynn-Martin is making a huge impact on the lives of some Cleveland students.  Ms. 
Wynn-Martin is a mentor in the Believe to Achieve program at Collinwood High School.  It 
was developed by Project Love, and it is keeping students like Simone Webb from dropping out 
of school. Believe to Achieve identifies female students who are at significant risk to never 
complete high school, and turns them into high academic achievers.  

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, September 2, 2012
WKRK 6:00/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

America Scores Cleveland is a non-profit youth development program that combines soccer, 
creative writing and community service projects to help keep kids at risk interested in school. 
There are currently more than 400 students from 10 schools in the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District involved in the after-school program.

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, August 12, 2012 
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Our version of success is a failure, according to psychologist Madeline Levine, PhD.  In her 
book, Teach Your Children Well, Dr. Levine makes this case: our nation's ideas of success have 
led to children and teens who stressed, anxious, depressed and exhausted. She says our 
education system is failing because it doesn't offer students what they will need to succeed in 
the 21st century.  While schools emphasize learning by rote and individual accomplishment, 
business leaders say they are looking for people who can be flexible and adaptable, and who 



can collaborate with others. A parent's job is to respect the unique abilities of each of their 
children, she says, and to allow children to grow into the people they are meant to be. 

MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Childhood Obesity

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, July 15, 2012
WKRK 6:15am/WKRK HD2 6:15am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Nearly two-thirds of children ages 9 through 13 do not participate in any organized physical 
activity outside of school, and 23% have no free-time physical activity at all, according to a 
2002 report.  Has it changed in the past 10 years? George Starks created the "Summer Fit" 
series of workbooks.  They are designed to help provide an organized, daily physical activity 
during the summer months. The physical activities are reinforced by online videos featuring 
children performing each of the exercises.  

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, July 29, 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

The Lake County Y Dream House raises money for various projects at the Y.  Everyone who 
buys a tour ticket is entered into a drawing for the Dream House. The Dream House project has 
raised more than $3.5 million since its inception.  The money has helped pay for facility 
enhancements and equipment upgrades, including buses, playgrounds, and an in-line skating 
rink.  In addition, the Lake County Y believes in offering its services and facilities to everyone, 
regardless of their ability to pay membership fees.  No one is turned away because of their 
inability to pay. Dick Bennett, CEO and Executive Director of the Lake County Y, and Karen 
Krauss, a co-design coordinator for this year's Lake County Y Dream House were interviewed.



MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Cancer Care

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, September 2, 2012
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Susan G. Komen for the Cure has been fighting breast cancer for more than 30 years.  
And for almost 20 years, Race for the Cure has been drawing thousands of runners, 
walkers, cancer survivors and supporters downtown to raise funds for Komen. Sophie 
Sureau is Executive Director of Susan G. Komen for the Cure Northeast Ohio Affiliate.  
Dr. Lyndsay Harris is Director of the Breast Cancer Program at University Hospitals 
Seidman Cancer Center. They talked about the event, and about the need for 
fundraising. 

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, August 5 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

The web address for The Gathering Place is www.touchedbycancer.org. It's fitting, because at 
The Gathering Place, the needs of everyone touched by cancer are addressed. Some of the 
services provided by The Gathering Place include support groups for adults and children, a 
library, nutrition education, exercise, healing arts, and expressive arts. Gathering Place 
Executive Director Eileen Saffran explained the mission of the agency she started more than a 
dozen years ago.

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, September 30, 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Before Kathleen McCue came along, there was little help available for children whose parents 
were gravely ill. Her book How to Help Children Through a Parent's Serious Illness has been 
updated since it was first published 15 years ago. Kathleen is a Certified Child Life Specialist 
who works with The Gathering Place. Cancer patients and their families get much needed 
support at The Gathering Place, from available research through an extensive medical library to 



art and music therapy to exercise classes. 

MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Urban Revitalization

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, September 23, 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Habitat for Humanity has built more than 500,000 houses since it was founded in Georgia in 
1976.  Contrary to popular belief, the people who live in those houses not only help build them, 
but they also pay for them. Clive Rainey is the first-ever volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, 
and he was in Akron to open a Restore. Restore carries all kinds of home improvement 
products, from paint pans to kitchen sinks, and sells them for much less than at other stores. Mr. 
Rainey says since the foreclosure crisis, Habitat for Humanity volunteers are busier rehabbing 
houses than building new ones.

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, July 22, 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Every year, Rebuilding Together Cleveland hosts an annual "Rebuilding Day" event, bringing 
together hundreds of volunteers from local businesses, non-profit groups, churches, 
government, schools, etc. These volunteers provide free home repairs and painting for low 
income homeowners, especially the elderly, disable, and military veterans. This year, 
Rebuilding Cleveland Together rehabilitated an entire city block.  Volunteers fixed and painted 
fences, scraped and painted houses, cleaned up yards and landscape in the Central 
neighborhood. Paul Holm, Executive Director of Rebuilding Together Greater Cleveland 
explained the agency’s mission.



MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST through SEPTEMBER 30ST)

ISSUE: Veteran’s Affairs 

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, July 22, 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

The Cruisin’ Solon Home Days Charity Cruise, staged by Rock and Roll Capital Street 
Machines, benefitted the Greater Cleveland Fisher House. The Charity Cruise is a show 
featuring hundreds of collectable cars. The Greater Cleveland Fisher House will be a 
convenient place for families of hospitalized veterans to stay while their loved ones are being 
treated.  Organizers hope to break ground next year, but need to raise 3 million dollars. 

Cleveland Connection
September 2, 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program 

There are more than 11,000 soldiers in the Ohio Army National Guard, from every walk of 
life.  They generally spend one weekend each month, and two weeks each summer drilling to 
support national security and protect life and property. Brigadier General John C. Harris, Jr. is 
Assistant Adjutant General for Army, overseeing the readiness of his troops to preserve peace, 
order and public safety. About 9,000 members of the Ohio Army National Guard have been 
called to support U. S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, in addition to providing homeland 
defense and emergency response. Not only do National Guard members get paid for their 
monthly drilling, but they can earn full tuition at public universities in Ohio.  And graduates 
who enlist can get help repaying their student loans.

http://www.nationalguard.com/car


MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Homelessness 

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, September 30, 2012
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

The Metanoia Project has been helping street people in Cleveland for six years, providing food 
and shelter three nights a week on the city's west side. Tim Walters is with the Metanoia 
Project.  Homeless people were able to take shelter on the grounds of St. Malachi Catholic 
Church on West 25th street last winter, from November through April, on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday from 7:00pm to 7:00am The project was started by Bryan Mauk when he was a 
graduate student at Case Western Reserve University.  He received funding for the project from 
the Clinton Global Initiative University for Outstanding Commitment.

ISSUE: Hunger

Cleveland Connection
August 5, 2012
WKRK 6:00am/WKRK HD2 6:00am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program 

The Cleveland Foodbank  has launched a new strategic plan.  Together with the organization 
Feeding America, the Foobank plans to increase the number of meals served to 50 million 
annually by 2014. Last year, the Foodbank served nearly 29 million meals.  Karen Pozna of the 
Foodbank says another ambitious goal of the Cleveland Foodbank is to increase the number of 
meals purchased through the SNAP (food stamp) program. Staff is being hired for community 
outreach, to help ensure everyone who is eligible for the SNAP program takes advantage of it. 
As of last year, Foodbank outreach efforts were good for 1.8 million meals.  The goal is to 
increase that number to 12.5 million meals annually purchased by food stamps. Karen says the 
majority of funds are donated to the Foodbank during the holidays, but that the need exists all 
year, and is in fact more acute during the summer months, when children are no longer eating 



meals at school.

 

MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1st through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Child Welfare

Cleveland Connection
August 26, 2012
WKRK 6:30am/WKRK HD2 6:30am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

Providence House, the Crisis Nursery in Ohio City will add a 7,000 square foot wing, along 
with a new Family Intervention center. President and CEO Natalie Leek-Nelson says the 
project will allow Providence House to meet new state requirements and care for several more 
children who are in crisis.

http://provhouse.org/
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2012/04/providence_house_breaks_ground.html
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2012/04/providence_house_breaks_ground.html


MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1st through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

ISSUE: Diversity

Cleveland Connection
Sunday, July 29, 2012
WKRK 6:45am/WKRK HD2 6:45am
15 minutes of a 60 minute program

An exhibition at the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage featured Pope John Paul II and his 
relationship with Jewish people. A Blessing to One Another: Pope John Paul II and the 
Jewish People featured historic artifacts and recreations using multimedia tools, including 
photographs and paintings. Lynda Bender, the Executive Director of the museum, said after it 
closed, "A Blessing to One Another: Pope John Paul II and the Jewish People" moved to 
Poland, which figures prominently in the life of the late Pontiff.

http://www.maltzmuseum.org/
http://blessingexhibit.org/
http://blessingexhibit.org/


MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING
3RD QUARTER, 2012

(JULY 1ST through SEPTEMBER 30TH)

WKRK aired 5 EAS TEST spots from July 2  – 25, 2012.

WKRK aired 587 NAB PSA spots from July 1 – September 30, 2012.

WKRK aired 115 Connect Ohio spots from July 23 – July 29, 2012.

WKRK aired 24 Ohio Dep. Of Veteran Srvc spots from July 7 – 8, 2012.

WKRK aired 46 Angels on Track spots from July 1 – August 12, 2012.

WKRK aired 22 Ohio Housing Finance Agency from July 2 – 8, 2012.



 

 


