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10/01/2021

   The firm SmartAsset has released their latest study of the places receiving the most incoming 
investment. In Florida, Highlands County ranked 53rd of the state's 67 counties. The business 
growth here was set at 2.4-percent with a Gross Domestic Product of about $103 million dollars.
   Highlands ranked below Desoto, Hardeee and Okechobee counties. Polk County made the 
Top 10 in the state with a business growth of 5.5-percent and a GDP growth of $642 million 
dollars.

  The city of Avon Park is a bit closer to allowing an electric scooter rental firm in the City of 
Charm. However, unlike the city of Sebring, Avon Park's ordinance will come with a number of 
rules and regulations. The new measure also will set rules of the road for privately-owned 
electric scooters as well.
  Council members have approved a second first reading of the expanded ordinance earlier this 
week. They stopped short of dealing with golf carts - noting that all but street-legal machines are 
not allowed on the city's thoroughfares.

   The latest motorsports event gets underway today at Sebring International Raceway as 
competitors from the SRO Fan-A-Tek GT World Challenge take to the track. Formerly known as 
the SPEED World Challenge, it's the first time in more than a decade the group has run the 
historic 3.7 mile circuit.
  Slated to run today are cars in the Pirelli GT-4 America Sprint, GT World Challenge, and TC 



America series. The World Challenge runs through Sunday.
 
  Sad news from Frostproof. Officials at the Ramon Theater have announced they have pulled 
the plug on two of three upcoming shows. Both The Mushroom Brotherhood event and the 
Johnny Cash Tribute show have been cancelled.
  Ticket refunds now are being offered. It appears the Night at the Oscars Gala still is being 
held. The special guest Emcee there will be Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd.

10/4/2021

  A new report by Smartest Dollar shows that when it comes to pay, local first responders are 
making below the national average. The survey indicates the average here for police officers, 
firefighters, EMT's, paramedics and the like is just short of $50,000 annually - when adjusted for 
the local cost of living - which is 13-percent below the national average.
  When adjusted, first responders nationally are raking in an average of just over $60,000 a 
year. The numbers were distilled from Bureau of Labor Statistics figures.

  A Lake Placid man has died in a weekend traffic crash. Florida Highway Patrol reports say the 
65-year-old driver was travelling south of Pershing Avenue early Saturday morning and failed to 
negotiate a curve.
  His pickup traveled through some brush, then slammed into a large oak tree. Troopers say it is 
unknown whether or not he was buckled up.
  A Sebring man died Saturday morning in a Hardee County traffic accident. The 71-year-old 
driver was eastbound on State Road 64 when his car went off the road and ran into a fence. 
The driver was pronounced dead a the scene. Troopers say he WAS wearing his seatbelt.

  Firefighters from the City of Avon Park had to fight the flames at a weekend structure fire. They 
were called to a blaze in a large workshop in the 800 block of South Palmer Avenue late 
Saturday afternoon.
  No injuries were reported. So far, the cause and a damage estimate has not been released.

   Residential impact fees may be re-instated this evening as members of the Frostproof city 
council meet in regular session. The council will hear the second reading of an ordinance 
terminating the moratorium on the collection of such fees involving the construction of new 
homes and other dwellings in the Friendly City.
  In other action, commissioners are expected to ink an agreement with the Central Florida 
Regional Planning Council to serve as the city's planning department and will make 
preparations for their part in Polk County's annual 39-mile yard sale coming in November.

  A third victim now has died following a violent attack where an angry man wielding a knife and 
baseball bat killed three co-workers and injured another at the home in Davenport they shared.
  Polk County Sheriff’s officials say Shaun Runyon punched his supervisor then and returned to 
the home he where he was temporarily living with his co-workers.
  The sheriff said Runyon has confessed to beating one man to death while he slept and killing 



another man on the front porch. A third victim suffered critical injuries and later died at the 
hospital.

10/5/2021

  Highlands County commissioners this morning voted to ink a letter to Florida Governor Ron 
Desantis recommending he nominate Karen Healy as the new Highlands County Supervisor of 
Elections. Healy worked as the Deputy Supervisor under the late Penny Ogg. She passed away 
suddenly last month after  a brief hospital stay.
  There's no word on when Desantis plans to make a permanent replacement. Commissioners 
have been asked to do an honorarium to Ogg suggestions have ranged from a Penny Ogg Day 
to naming the Highlands County Government Center in her honor.

   The 2021 Chmpion for Children's awards have been given out now officials say that 
nominations have opened for this year's Annual Champion for Children Youth awards.
  The event represents a partnership between the Champion for Children Foundation of 
Highlands County and the School Board of Highlands County.
  It and highlights the accomplishments of local youth. organizers say they are looking for school 
age youngsters who demonstrate extraordinary service to others.
   Applications may be obtained through the Highlands County School Board or the Champion 
for Childrens' Foundation in Sebring.  

  Firefighters from the Desoto City and West Sebring departments were busy yesterday putting 
out spot fires along Highway 27. Apparently, a faulty power line sparked the fires which dotted 
property along the northbound lanes of 27 between Twitty Road and US 98 south of Sebring.
  Authorities figure in all, about two acres were charred before they were put down. Units from 
the Division of Forestry turned out to help suppress the flames.
  There were no injuries reported and no structures were threatened in the incident.

   A Pennsylvania man accused of killing three co-workers on assignment in central Florida told 
detectives he did it because his colleagues had assaulted him, but Polk County Sheriff Grady 
Judd isn't buying it, saying there was no evidence to support it.
   Judd says Shaun Runyon confessed multiple times to the murders during interviews with 
detectives. Runyon told detectives that the co-workers had assaulted him, and he hated all 
three of them. But Judd says evidence has failed to confirm the allegation. The 39-year-old 
Runyon was charged over the weekend with three counts of first degree murder and one count 
of aggravated battery.

10/6/2021



  It appears a lot of stuff is going down the drain in Avon Park. Utilities Director Rick Reed told 
city council members that people have been flushing baby wipes, rags and other such things 
down the commode and gumming up the system. He said installing a new headworks at the 
municipal wastewater treatment plant would help to remove such debris before it becomes a 
problem.
  In fact, the city was written up by the Department of Environmental Protection. Reportedly, the 
city can use money from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act to pay for the 
project.

  A major shift for students is being planned for the Highlands County schools. Highlands 
County Superintendent of Schools Brenda Longshore has explained that kindergartners will be 
moved out of the KLC Learning Center and back to their zoned schools.
  The Kindergarten learning center then will be filled with Pre-K classes, including the migrant 
pre-K program. The move also will allow for testing of 3-year-olds as part of the effort.

  The last of the trio of WaWa stores will open tomorrow. The location, on Highway 27 across 
from AdVent Health of Sebring will have the same kinds of offers as the first two - including free 
coffee and free T-shirts for the first visitors.
  The doors will open at 8:00 with a grand opening celebration at 9am. Reportedly, the first two 
stirs set chain-wide records as Highlands County residents turned out to welcome the new 
business.

10/7/2021

 The last of the trio of WaWa stores in Highlands County opened this morning. The location, on 
Highway 27 across from AdVent Health of Sebring has the same kinds of offers as the first two - 
including free coffee and free T-shirts for the first visitors.
  The doors will opened at 8:00 with grand opening festivities at 9am. Reportedly, the first two 
stores set chain-wide records when they opened earlier this month as Highlands County 
residents turned out to welcome the new business.

  Highlands County Sheriff's deputies are investigating an early morning drive-by shooting 
incident. According to reports, somebody opened fire on a house on Cornell Street in Avon Park 
shortly before 1AM.
  No injuries were reported in the incident. Anyone who saw the vehicle or has additional 
information is asked to call the Highlands County Sheriff's office.

  A worker was injured yesterday at an industrial accident in Lake Placid. According to reports, 
the roofer was doing work at a nursery off County Road 621, when the ceiling gave way and he 
plummeted to the concrete below.
  The ma, whose name has not been released, was airlifted out by the Aeromed Air Ambulance 
to a regional medical facility - his condition is not known.



  A 77-year-old Polk County woman was killed when a front-end loader backed over and 
completely crushed her car. The Florida Highway Patrol says the woman was at a stop sign in 
Winter Haven when the tractor backed over her sedan before stopping.
  The 26-year-old tractor driver was not injured. Officials say the case and any charges are 
pending

10/8/2021

  A couple of grand openings are planned for this weekend. First, will be the Champion for 
Children's Theater on the Circle in Downtown Sebring. Longtime resident and musician Harry 
Havery has taken over management of the facility, and has planned an ongoing series of 
entertainment in both free and ticketed events.
  The first will be tomorrow evening as the California Toe Jam Band takes to the stage in a free 
show. Seats will be on a first come, first served basis.
  Also tomorrow evening will be the first event of the Lawn Mower Racing Season. The opener 
last month was put off due to concerns about the coronavirus. However, organizers from 
NASGRASS say they WILL be racing Saturday night.
  The Avon Park Mowerplex is located off Highway 64 at the western end of the Avon Park 
airport.

  Utilities customers at the Sun 'N Lake improvement district are getting some sticker shock. 
Officials there say they have not had the staff - and have been estimating water bills for as 
much as the past 12 months.
  Now, they are beginning to look at the meters and the bills are a lot higher than expected. 
Some residents say it's as much as double as what they normally pay.

10/11/2021

  Highlands County sheriff's divers are out in Lake Verona again today. Reportedly, they are 
looking to see if 16-year-old Larry Huffman may have drown there. The Avon Park youth has 
been missing for better than a day and there have been reports he might have run into the water 
near Donaldson Park.
  Sheriffs officials remind residents that it's a  crime to conceal the location of a missing juvenile 
from law enforcement.

  A boat reportedly went down in Lake Jackson over the weekend. According to reports, the 15' 
craft was swamped and sank across from the bridge that spans the canal between Lake 
Jackson and Little Lake Jackson.
  Owners say the boat was out on loan. Reportedly, they will be out today trying to raise it.

   A 38-year-old Fort Myers woman was killed yesterday in a traffic crash west of Avon Park. 



Florida Highway Patrol officials say she was eastbound on State Road 64 near the intersection 
of Lake Olivia Drive - when her car drifted across the line and ran head-on into an oncoming 
tractor-trailer rig.
  She was pronounced dead at the scene. Investigators are trying to determine why she went 
across the road.

  Florida Airport Management hasn't taken over operation of the Avon Park airport yet - and 
already they are asking for city assistance. The Avon Park city council this evening will consider 
submitting a request for American Rescue Plan money.
  Those funds would then go back to Florida Airport Management to be used for infrastructure 
projects at the airfield.
  In other action, the council will look at signing an interlocal agreement with the Highlands 
Sheriff's Office to participate in the Community Maintenance Program. and will hear requests to 
stage several public events in the City of Charm.

   A Cocoa Beach man is facing murder charges after a woman riding on his motorcycle died 
following a high-speed shootout with a rival biker gang on I-4.
  The Polk County Sheriff’s Office says the 33-year-old woman died hours after she was shot in 
the head in the gun battle on Interstate 4 between Lakeland and Orlando.
  Authorities say 38-year-old Ronald Donovan is charged with felony murder for his female 
passenger’s death. Described as a member of the Sin City Deciles motorcycle gang, Donovan 
is also charged with attempted murder, resisting arrest, battery on a law enforcement officer and 
other offenses.

10/13/2021

Following a two day search, Highlands County Sheriff's officials say 16-year-old Larry Huffman 
has been found. The Avon Park youth apparently was located yesterday. Authorities have 
declined to say where he was, or what he may have been doing. They only indicate he was 
found and is safe.
  Sheriff's divers spent two days combing Lake Verona earlier this week, following reports he 
may have run into the water there and might have drown.

  It appears electric scooters may soon be zipping around parts of Avon Park. City council 
members Monday night approved the second reading of an ordinance that regulates both rental 
and privately owned machines.
  The ordinance will be a bit more strict that the agreement inked by the city of Sebring earlier 
this year, and will be more restrictive on where the scooters can be used.
  There's no word on when company officials plan to establish locations for the machines in and 
around the City of Charm.

10/14/2021



  Highlands County sheriff's officials now say they believe the body found yesterday at Sun 'N 
Lake south may be that of Maximilian "Max" Martinez. He was reported missing Sunday.
  Martinez was last reported having been dropped off at Tabby's Bar & Grill in Lake Placid - but 
apparently never made it inside the establishment.
  Sheriff's detectives currently are working with the District 10 Medical Examiner to determine 
the cause of death and a positive identity.
  Anyone with information in regards to the case is asked to call the Highlands County Sheriff's 
office.

  NEWS  10/14/21  bf
  AP HOUSING

  Avon Park soon may be growing again. Without comment, the Avon Park city council has 
given approval to a housing development to go in on the north end of town. Dubbed "The Oaks 
at Avon, 120 single family homes are slated to go in on the 47 acres off Gaster Road.
  Developers apparently have abandoned plans for a 300-bed adult congregate living facility 
which previously had been part of the project. They say now that the zoning has been approved, 
construction should begin "fairly quickly."

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials say a new scam is making the rounds locally. Apparently, 
there is a text being sent out to people, asking them to verify the status of their OVID-
vaccination for their driver's licenses.
  The idea is to convince you that you can have proof of vaccination embedded into your driver's 
license. They then ask you to cick a link where you are asked for additional information.
  This is the key that lets them in to your finances and problems for you. Authorities say of you 
receive such a text - ignore it - IT IS A SCAM.

  There are no classes today or tomorrow for students in Highlands County school system. That 
means youngsters may be out playing or riding their bicycles during school hours.
  Motorists are advised to be alert and watch for children at play.

10/15/2021

Avon Park city council members have voted to go ahead and apply for an American Rescue 
Plan grant. The money would be used and administrated by Florida Airport Management 
officials for infrastructure projects at the Avon Park airport.
  FAM officials told council members their staff already had put some 300 hours into writing the 
grant - but the money only can go to governmental entities. The grant - an estimated $200 - 
$500,000 won't be awarded until September of next year.

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials are have not yet released the identity of a body found in a 



residential area at Sun "N Lake south. There is speculation that the remains may be those of 
Maximilian "Max" Martinez.
  The 21-year-old Lake Placid man was reported missing on Sunday. He last was seen early 
Saturday morning at a Blue Moon Avenue address.
  Sheriff's officials say the body has been sent off to the District 10 Medical Examiner's office to 
help determine both the identity and the cause of death.
   Reportedly, a $2,000 reward had been offered for information leading to the location of 
Martinez's whereabouts

  The streets of downtown Sebring will shut down tomorrow as the Circle of Truth Ministries 
holds their annual free concert.
  It's part of the ABIDE 365 project. Although the sections of Ridgewood to Mango will be closed 
starting early tomorrow morning, the music won't commence at 6:30 tomorrow evening.
  The program is free and open to the public.  

10/18/2021

 A horse and rider were killed over the weekend when they were hit by a pickup. Florida 
Highway Patrol reports indicate a 74-year-old Orlando man was riding along State Road 64 
west of Avon Park and entered the eastbound lane of traffic. They then were hit by a truck, 
driven by a 22-year-old Avon Park man.
  Both the horse and rider were pronounced dead at the scene. The truck continued off the 
roadway  - hitting a fence, a mailbox, an unoccupied vehicle and a house. No charges have yet 
been listed in the incident.

  A commercial building fire had units from all over Highlands County busy over the weekend. 
Firefighters from Avon Park, West Sebring, Highlands Lakes and the Avon Park Air Force 
Range turned out to douse the flames at the Dressel Road address.
   Reportedly, the building housed agricultural products. No injuries were reported and the cause 
of the fire has not been listed. No dollar damage estimate has been released.

  Motorists who have been putting up with construction on the Sebring Parkway for the past few 
months should have a litte good news today. Highlands County officials say new dedicated turn 
lanes on Phase II of the thoroughfare should he open and operable today.
  Although it's open, authorities say it's not finished by any means - that means there will be 
flagmen, detours and trucks entering and leaving the roadway.  
  They say upcoming road closures along the way will start tomorrow.

10/19/2021

When it comes to construction managers - those working that job in Highlands County are doing 
pretty well. A new survey by Construction Coverage shows the average wage here is an 



adjusted $1,575 a week. That works out to an adjusted wage of just over $97,300 a year. That 
is slightly above the national average of $97,200 annually - and 60-percent higher than the 
average of all other construction positions.
  Locally, workers benefit from a cost of living which is said to run about 13-percent below the 
national average.

  Highlands County commissioners took another step in cementing a county-wide fire 
department today, approving an agreement with the union. Officials say they wont be able to 
predict the cost of the pact with the Professional EMS & Firefighters Local 5147 - because it is a 
three-year agreement and will depend upon the year and the number of employees.
  In other action this morning, commissioners gave the go-ahead to inject a private property 
rights element into the county's comprehensive plan. That comes as a result of requirements 
from the state legislature - to ensure that landowners rights are considered in local decision-
making.
  This was the last meeting for Scott Kirouac as chair for the commission. An election will be 
held to determine a new chair and vice chair for the commission at their next session.
  
  Halloween is right around the corner, but officials of the Avon Park Chamber of Commerce are 
gearing up for their Christmas parade. Chamber Executive Director George Karos says they 
already have 20-units signed on for the processional, which always kicks off the Christmas 
Season here in Highlands County. He says there's still plenty of room for floats, bands and 
specialty units.
  He says there's no theme for this year's parade - just Christmas. More information can be 
obtained at the Avon Park Chamber.

10/20/2021

  The Florida Medal of Honor Park has taken a step closer to coming to downtown Sebring. 
Sebring city council members last night decided to issue a notice of disposal for the property off 
Commerce Avenue where the old Girl Scout house now sits.
  Proponents of the Medal of Honor Park came before the council to ask for the land, to move 
the honorarium from its current location off George Blvd to a more centralized location.
  City officials say the Notice of Disposition will run for about 30 days, before the commission 
can take further action on the proposal.  

   If you keep your dog tied up for more than four hours - you now are in violation of local 
statutes. Highlands County commissioners yesterday passed an amendment making it illegal to 
keep a dog tied for four hours, or for more than eight hours in a 24 hour period.
  Additionally, any unattended tethered dog must be wearing a proper fitting collar or harness, 
have access to shade and water and must not be tethered in a dangerous manner.
  Highlands County Animal Control officials say they get daily calls about tethered animals from 
concerned citizens.



  Yesterday, Avon Park officials announced they are getting ready for their Christmas parade. 
Today, authorities from the Highlands County Salvation Army say they will be ramping up their 
holiday programs.
  Sign-ups for Angel Tree locations and red kettle ringers and locations both commence today. 
The Angel Trees help provide Christmas presents for disadvantaged children, while the kettle 
drive collects funds for Salvation Army programs.
 
   A state trooper struck a motorcycle rider in the Polk County community of Auburndale. The 
force of impact sent the man onto the pavement, where a tractor trailer ran over him. The 
Florida Highway Patrol says the 52-year-old rider died at the scene.
   According to reports, the 30-year-old trooper pulled onto State Road 400 near Auburndale and 
hit the motorcycle.
   Neither the trooper nor the truck driver were injured. The agency did not release the names of 
those involved. At the time of the accident, the trooper apparently had been assisting a 
construction crew working on a lane closure for repairs.

10/21/2021

  There was quite a bit of activity in the "fish streets" west of Sebring yesterday as Highlands 
County Sheriff's deputies pursued and caught a man wanted on multiple felony warrants.
  What started as a traffic pursuit soon led to a foot chase with Highlands County deputies and 
K-9s assisted by the Polk County Sheriff's helicopter. Apparently, the incident happened right at 
shift change - so a lot of law enforcement was available.
  After wading though waist-deep water, deputies arrested 37-year-old Shelton Andrews of 
Sebring.l He was booked into the Highlands County Jail.

  If you're looking for a pet, officials at local rescue efforts say they are packed with dogs and 
cats who are ready for adoption. Officials from Highlands County Animal Services, the Humane 
Society and Heartland Cat Rescue all agree they have a wide selection from which to choose.
  Apparently, during last year's pandemic - a LOT of people adopted pets. However, now that 
they are going back to work, they are turning those pets back in - with a hope they'll be adopted 
out again.
  Animal services officials say they have not reached capacity yet - but when they do, 
euthanizing will begin to make room there.  

  Runners from all over the country are descending on Highlands County for a marathon event. 
The GFNY Marathon is a new event for the group that will be staging a large scale competition 
at the end of the month.
  Saturday's run will include a marathon, a half marathon and a 5K run. Those competitions will 
begin and end at the Sebring International Raceway.
  Come October 30, GFNY will host a cycling event in Sebring - organizers say there could be 



more that a thousand riders there.

  The Champion for Children's Theater in Sebring will host the next two events of their most 
recent series tomorrow with a country music concert and a hymn sing.
  Friday evening will feature regional artists Robbie A. with Adam Martin of Blackbird Anthem. 
Saturday night, those who like to sing out of a hymnal will have an opportunity to exercise their 
vocal chords with husband and wife team Jordan and Josie.

  The Spring Lake Improvement District will mark their 50th Anniversary this weekend. The 
program will be set up under the oaks at the Pine Breeze Park Community Center. More than 
50 vendors have been signed up for the event which runs from 10am until 4pm.
  There also will be food trucks, entertainment and children's events.

10/25/2021

  Early voting started today for the Avon Park municipal election. Four candidates are seeking 
the three seats that were left open when none of the incumbents filed to run for office.
  All of the candidates are newcomers.
  On the ballot are Ann Foster, Michelle Mercure, Brittany McGuire and Bernice Taylor.
  The polls have been set up in the Avon Park city council chambers with early voting to run 
through Saturday. Election Day is set for November 2nd.    

  Almost a year to the day from his 2020 murder, arrests have been made in connection with the 
death of James Little. His badly beaten body was found at his Ramona Avenue home in 
Sebring. He died five days later.
  Highlands County Sheriff's officials now say 24-year-old Brittany Lee Andrus and 20-year-old 
Tyler Ethan Best have been charged in connection with the case. They face counts of second 
degree murder during commission of a burglary, burglary with battery and grand theft auto.

  A Lake Placid trucker reportedly has been involved in a seven-vehicle pile-up in Sarasota. 
According to Florida Highway Patrol reports, the 23-year-old driver of the semi-truck apparently 
failed to see traffic slowing in front of him on Interstate 75.
  The tractor-trailer rig hit a car in front of him, starting a chain reaction accident in which at least 
one person was critically injured.
   Charges in the incident are pending completion of the accident report.

  You may hear more of the sounds of freedom today, as jets fly overhead. Reportedly they are 
using the Avon Park Bombing Range, with sorties slated until later tonight.
  Officials a the Air Force Range have declined to say what kind of aircraft or what kind of 
training is underway.



10/26/2021

  Officials at the Highlands County Supervisor of Elections say balloting in Avon Park has been 
light - but the mail-ins have been quite stout. So far, 295 mail-ins have been received - there 
were only 300 in all of the 2019 election.
  Only about 30 people showed up Monday to cast their votes in person - however, there were 
quite a few ballots placed in the secure drop box.
  Elections officials say, due to Senate Bill 90 - scrutiny of the ballots will be a lot more thorough 
this time around.
  
  It appears that construction workers in Highlands County have a bit better longevity than their 
counterparts across the country. According to a new survey by "Construction Coverage," the 
construction job turnover here has been set at 16.2-percent, which is better than the national 
average of 17.4-percent.
  The bad news is they make a bit less money. The average construction worker here takes in 
about $35,000 a year, while the national average was set at almost $42,000 annually.
  There are about 1,800 construction workers listed in the Sebring metro area.

  The construction zone at Highway 27 and Lake Josephine Drive claimed another victim 
yesterday. A car apparently went out of control and flipped. landing on its roof.
  It is unclear if anyone was transported from the accident. Witnesses say wet pavement may 
have contributed to the crash.

  Polk County Sheriff's deputies reportedly have arrested an illegal alien after he was allegedly 
involved in a hit and run accident that claimed the life of a 5-year-old girl.
  Reports indicate 32-year-old Ernesto Lopez Morales is in the country illegally - after sneaking 
in from Guatemala.
  Deputies say Morales was a the wheel of a sport utility vehicle on Highway 60 near Mullberry, 
when the car hit another vehicle. The force of the impact killed the little girl.
  Apparently Morales has no drivers' license or insurance. He was booked into the Polk County 
jail

10/27/2021

  In-person balloting for the Avon Park municipal election continues to be palid, with the bulk of 
the ballots cast continuing to be mail-ins. So far fewer than 100 people have turned out at the 
Avon Park city council chambers, with 296 mail-ins received so far.
  Elections officials say, due to Florida Senate Bill 90 - scrutiny of those ballots will be a lot more 
thorough this time around.
  Early voting in the City of Charm runs through Saturday, with election day set for Tuesday, 
November 2nd.



  Sebring city council members will gather this afternoon to discuss certain structures on the 
west side of Lake Jackson. Building Official Greg Griffin wants more information on regulations 
of buildings on the waterfront there,
  Several property owners on the stretch between the Gate Station to the Scenic Highway have 
been issued "Stop Work" orders on such things as concrete/paver patios, benches and swing 
sets.
   Over the years, Griffin said other structures have been permitted and property owners want 
council to make some determinations on the code.

  Highlands County School officials had to kick their rumor control system into gear yesterday. 
Avon Park High reportedly was put into a lock-down as the result of a disruptive student in 
class.  
   The lock-down was shifted to a controlled campus while the incident was safely resolved. 
Rumor control fired up after district officials got calls that there was a rumor that a weapon had 
been involved.
   ���y say �� ������ was �������� whatsoever. They say that people had been sharing 
unconfirmed rumors which made dealing with the situation even more difficult.

  There's a new executive director at Habitat for Humanity, after Wendy Sue Kozma was 
suspended. Kozma was suspended after allegations came to light about Kozma at her former 
job as an elected assessor in the state of Missouri.
  Now, officials of the group say they have tapped Blair Pakowski to take over the executive 
director's post. Pakowski already has served in several leadership roles in the Highlands County 
Habitat organization.
  She will officially become executive director on December 1st.

11/1/2021

Karen Healy officially is the Highlands County Supervisor of Elections. Governor Ron 
Desantis made the appointment this past weekend to fill the seat left vacant with the 
death of Penny Ogg. She passed away in September following a brief hospital stay.
  Healy had served as Highlands' Chief Deputy Supervisor under Penny Ogg. She has 
worked for the county for nearly two decades.
  Her first official action will be to assist the city of Avon Park with their election 
tomorrow.

   Early voting wrapped up Saturday in Avon Park for their municipal election - just under 
10-percent of the electorate in the City of Charm have cast their ballots so far. Most of 
them have been mail-ins.
  Of the 521 total ballots cast so far, 347 have been mail-ins or drop-offs. Only 174 
people turned out over the six days to vote in person.
  Four newcomers are in the running for three seats on the  Avon Park city council. 
Election Day will be tomorrow.



  There were no serious injuries yesterday when a truck hit a building north of Sebring. 
Reportedly, the pickup lost control on Arbuckle Creek road, clipped a couple of utility 
poles, then careened into the side of the Bongo's restaurant at Carter's Corners of 
County Road 17.  
  Early reports indicate it may have been a mechanical problem the contributed to the 
mishap.
   
  Highlands County Sheriff's deputies pulled two victims from the water at Sun 'N Lake 
South this past weekend. Turns out they were dogs.
 Detectives Emily Beck and Chris Cloud reportedly were working patrol in Lake Placid 
when they got the call.
  When the deputies arrived, they found the dogs clinging to the edge of a dock by their 
nails. Apparently they could not pull themselves back out.
  Detectives Beck and Cloud obtained a rope from a nearby homeowner and were able 
to pull the pups to dry land - wet but safe.

11/2/2021

  Today is election day in Highlands County and across the land. Locally voters in Avon Park will 
have a chance to cast their ballots in a city council election. Four candidates are in the running 
for three council seats.
   On the ballot will be newcomers Thelma Foster, Brittany McGuire, Michelle “Shelly” Mercure 
and Berniece Taylor. All three sitting incumbents in the City of Charm decided not to run again.
   Just short of ten percent of the voters already have turned out for early voting. The bulk of 
those were mail-in or drop off ballots.
   The polls will be open in precincts one and two until 7:00 tonight.

  Highlands County commissioners kicked off their meeting this morning by swearing in new 
Highlands County Supervisor of Elections Karen Healy. She was appointed by Governor Ron 
DeSantis this past weekend to fill the seat left vacant with the death of Penny Ogg. Ogg died 
suddenly in September following a brief hospital stay.
  Judge Angela Cowden administered the oath of office.

  A Lake Wales man was killed in a three vehicle pile-up on Highway 60. According to reports, a 
car driven by 42-year-old Michael Franks went left of center near the Grape Hammock 
intersection, hitting an oncoming car and a pick-up truck.
  The truck was pulling a trailer hauling pigs. It became detached but the livestock was not 
injured.
  Polk County sheriff's deputies say the incident remains under investigation.

  A Frostproof man has been charged in connection with an attempted murder incident in Lake 
Wales. Jaheim Romulus has been charged in the June 4th incident. Detectives in the Crown 
Jewel of the Ridge say he wasn't hard to find, the 19-year-old Romuls already was incarcerated 



in the Polk County jail on unrelated counts.
  Apparently, the victim was shot numerous times but did not die - he re portly is continuing to 
recover from his injuries.
Detectives say the incident remains under investigation and more arrests are expected.

11/3/2021

  Three Avon Park men are in custody following an overnight car chase. Highlands County 
Sheriff's deputies on patrol saw a suspect wanted on warrants, driving a sport utility vehicle 
through Avon Park. However, when they tried to effect a traffic stop, the suspect took off.
  The chase ran from Lake Avenue inside the City of Charm - first south, then all the way up to 
East Oak Island Road - just south of the Polk County line.
  Arrested were Jesus Jaramillo, Sergio Cortez-Romeo and Margarito Garcia. All three were 
taken to the Highlands County jail.
  The Polk County Sheriff's helicopter also came in to help with the apprehension.

  Florida Forest Service officials have announced the first wildfire as this year's dry season gets 
underway. The blaze charred an estimated two acres off Gallano street just north of Sun 'N 
Lake. Two bulldozers and an engine were dispatched to corral the flames.
  There were no injuries and no structures were threatened. Forest Service officials did not 
release a cause for the blaze. They have been cautioning residents to be careful with fire as the 
normal summer rain cycle has come to an end.

  The votes are counted and Avon Park now has three new city council members. Residents 
elected Bernice Taylor, Brittany McGuire and Michelle "Shelly" Mercure.
   Just short of 15-percent of the electorate cast ballots in the municipal election. Of the total 773 
ballots - nearly half of them were mail in or drop-off ballots.
  The three council members-elect will be sworn in at the next Avon Park city council meeting. 
That will be this coming Monday.

  Highlands County commissioners kicked off their meeting yesterday by swearing in new 
Highlands County Supervisor of Elections Karen Healy. She was appointed by Governor Ron 
DeSantis this past weekend to fill the seat left vacant with the death of Penny Ogg. Ogg died 
suddenly in September following a brief hospital stay.
  Judge Angela Cowden administered the oath of office.

    Another illegal alien has been arrested in Polk County following a violent incident. As 
construction workers were working on a home in Davenport, reportedly, one of them slashed 
another following an argument.
  According to Polk County deputies, 22-year-old Nelson Carpio Garcia was working with two 
other men in new development along Oak Reflection Loop. Garcia reportedly fled following the 
incident, but was located a short distance away. It was the second time around for Garcia. He 



previously had been arrested on Aug. 29, of lst year for not having a valid driver's license. U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers was notified and Garcia was released into their 
custody from the Polk County Jail.

11/4/2021

  Four people were arrested yesterday as Highlands County Sheriff's deputies descended on a 
suspected drug house in Desoto City. Apparently, neighbors had been complaining about the 
Grenada Avenue address for some time.
  Following an investigation, detectives arrested 54-year-old Ronald Craven and 47-year-old 
Kristi Morgan on a long list of charges including possession and sale of methamphetamine. Two 
others, 46-year-old James Speagel and 26-year-old Amber Haines were hauled in on resisting 
arrest counts.
  All four were taken to the Highlands County jail.
  
  The investigation continues into the death of 40-year-old Mohammed Shihadeh. According to 
reports, his body was found in his Sebring apartment, after he did not answer calls from his 
family. Shihadeh may best be remembered as the lover and later informant against a woman 
who reportedly was planning to kill her husband.
  Dalia Dippolito was convicted in 2017 on charges of solicitation for murder and was sentenced 
to 16 years in prison.
  No cause of death or other details have been released in Shihadeh's death.

  A bit of excitement last night in Avon Park as a tractor trailer rig caught fire. According to 
reports, the big rig was hauling a load of corn through the City of Charm when it blew a tire. The 
rim caught fire, setting the trailer ablaze.
  Firefighters were able to douse the flames without incident. A southbound lane of Highway 27 
was blocked for a time while the scene was cleared.

   Highlands county officials are looking for a few good volunteers. Authorities say they have 
openings now on more than a dozen advisory boards and committees for interested citizens 
who qualify.
  Among the slots available are seats on the Affordable Housing, Childrens' Services, 
Construction Licensing and Dangerous Dog Boards. There also are availabilities on the 
Industrial Development and Health Facilities authorities - as well as the Tourist Development 
Council and Historic Preservation commission. Some restrictions may apply.

  Police in Lake Wales say they have arrested a suspect in connection with an attack last month 
on a resident in the Crown Jewel of the Ridge. The victim was found at a Weaver Avenue 
address with stab wounds to the head and neck.
  Now, 18-year-old Noahmyan Nathan Rivera-Valentin has been charged in connection with the 
incident. He has been charged with Aggravated Battery and booked into the Polk County jail.



11/5/2021

  Tonight will see the debut of Sebring Tonight at the Circle Theater on the Circle in Downtown 
Sebring. Based on the popular "Tonight Show," it is a variety program. It will be hosted by Harry 
Havery with a number of different guests and acts.
  Included will be local magician Nelson Pacheo, who has been providing prestidigitation to 
Highlands County for decades. There also will be Dog Tricks from Brook Lefkowitz & her dog.
Music and Toby's Clowns also will be part of the program.
  It starts tonight at 7:00.

  Set-up starts today for the 54th Annual Sebring Arts & Crafts Festival. More than 70 visual and 
performing arts booths and display will be set-up throughout the downtown area. Emanating 
from the Circle will be spoke streets such as "Children's Street" with activities for the 
youngsters, and "Culinary Street," which will be lined with food trucks and local food vendors.
  Live music and entertainment also will be featured.
  The event will run tomorrow from 9am until 4pm. It traditionally brings thousands of visitors to 
downtown Sebring.  

  They'll be cleaning up tomorrow - in Lake Jackson that is. Local Rotarians and other 
volunteers will be walking, driving and boating on and around Lake Jackson looking to harvest 
trash and debris.
  Anybody interested in helping out should show up tomorrow morning at 8:AM on Veterans' 
Beach, Trash bags will be provided and there will be hot dogs cooked up for those who help out.

  It will be a hard call for entertainment tomorrow night in the Heartland. The inaugural 
MidFlorida Opry will kick off at the Frostproof City Hall Auditorium. The Broken Spoke will be 
performing there. That program will commence at 5:00 with proceeds going to a student 
scholarship program.
  The popular Lee Alcorn Band will be doing a show at the Circle Theatre tomorrow night. That 
program is sponsored, so there will be no admission feel. The band will commence thre3 at 
7pm.    

11/8/2021

  Avon Park will get three new city council members this evening. Brittany McGuire, Michelle 
"Shelly" Mercure and Bernice Taylor will take the oath of office after winning last week's 
municipal election.
  It looks to be a long session.
  Among other things, the council will look at signing a contract with Bird Rides, for the use of 
electric scooters in the City of Charm, consider a donation of the city's 1995 fire engine to South 



Florida State College and make provisions for a number of special events downtown.

  In their effort to attract new visitors to Highlands County, Visit Sebring is looking south of the 
border. The county's tourism arm recently hosted a number of Mexican social media influencers 
and journalists who might tout this area as a destination point.
  Local officials said the since Mexico is one of the most active countries for traveling, it only 
makes sense to showcase Highlands County.
  While here, the group was provided hotel accommodations and taken to such places as 
Highlands Hammock State Park, the Sebring International Raceway, plus many of the local 
restaurants and bars.

  Residents may see quite a bit oif smoke today from the area of Orange Blossom Estates south 
of Sebring. Officials of the Florida Forest Service say they will be conducting a 60-acre 
controlled burn off Lake Josephine Drive today - weather permuting.
  The idea is to reduce the amount of ground fuel in the area as we head into the dry season.

  A Lake Wales woman was killed when her car hydroplaned and spun across the road into the 
path of an oncoming vehicle.. The accident occurred at on Masterpiece Road near the 
intersection of Timberlane Road, in unincorporated Lake Wales.
  The Polk County Sheriff’s Office and Polk County Fire Rescue say 25-year old Candice Franz 
passed away as the result of her injuries. A 7-month old baby girl who was riding in Franz’s car 
did not appear to be injured.
  The other driver, 47-year old Jeff Corey, was treated and released from the hospital.

11/9/2021

  It won't be long before rent-a-scooters will be zipping around Avon Park. City council members 
there last night voted to ink an agreement with Bird Rides to allow the electric two-wheelers in 
the City of Charm.
  There will be no more than 50 at any one time - at least during the trial period, and areas of 
operation have yet to be determined. The scooters generally will use sidewalks and will be 
limited to 15-miles per hour.
  So far, there's no word on when the first ones will go in for operation.

   NEWS  11/9/21  BF
   NEW COUNCILWOMEN

  Avon Park got three new city councilwomen last night, taking the oath of office were Brittany 
McGuire, Michelle Mercure and Bernice Thompson.
  After being seated, Mayor Garrett Anderson handed out committee and liaison assignments for 
the upcoming year.



  A 23-year-old Sebring man was arrested yesterday and charged with attempted first degree 
murder following an incident at a Seattle Street home. Highlands County sheriff's deputies 
reportedly had been called to the address on reports of a domestic disturbance.
  While at the scene, they reportedly saw Alexander Gregory Hammett wielding a knife and 
chasing two women out of the house. They released K-9 Gentry, who was able to disarm and 
subdue the suspect. Hammett was arrested and taken to the Highlands County jail.

  Thanksgiving still is weeks away, but the Sebring Community Redevelopment Agency is 
focusing in on Christmas. The "Light Up Lake Jackson" contest is calling on residents to use 
their creativity to celebrate Christmas 2021. There will be residential and Commercial 
categories, plus judging for Apartment & Condo Associations, Decked out Docks and even 
TREES!
  Deadline for entries will be December 6th, with Competition Dates to run from December 7th-
12th. Winners will receive a framed photograph of their display recognition on the Light Up Lake 
Jackson websites and a "Winner's Yard Sign."

11/10/2021

  It appears Avon Park city council members will give another bite at the apple for the Brickell 
Building. They gave City Manger Mark Shrader the go-ahead to put the two story Main Street 
structure out again for bids,
  They are seeking requests for proposal for the building to see if developers are interested. 
There was only slight interest the first time around.
  It is a fixer-upper and could cost as much as seven figures to completely restore.

  It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas....in downtown Sebring that is. Crews were out 
yesterday doing a preliminary layout for the annual "Carousel of Lights." The display on the 
historic circle has been a staple of the Christmas season for decades.
  People travel from all over to see the amazing light display. Reportedly, there will games for 
the whole family, snacks, miniature golf and Santa will be in attendance each evening.
  This year's first evening will be Saturday, November 27th. It will run through Christmas.

11/11/2021

 Today is Veterans Day and a lot of local tributes have been planned to honor the men and 
women who served America in uniform.
  From 1-4 this afternoon, the "You Served Us now We Serve You" Veterans Day food service 
will be held at the Avon Park Community Center - serving veterans lunch at no charge.
  This evening at 7:00 the Heartland Pops will stage a free Veterans Day Concert at the Circle 
Theatre in downtown Sebring. The 30-piece orchestra will play traditional and patriotic music.  
  Earlier today, the Veterans Council of Highlands County's annual Veterans Day Parade rolled 



through Lake Placid. VFW Post 4300 in Sebring held a Flag Raising ceremony and the City of 
Frostproof hosted a Veterans Day Observance with the Frostproof High School Band.
  The Highlands Tea Party also conducted a flag wave in front of the Fairmount Cinema Square 
shopping plaza on Highway 27.  

  After a massive ransom-ware attack and months of work, the City of Avon Park now has a new 
web-site. In addition to the standard stuff such as a calendars, events and meetings, customers 
also may use the site to pay their utility bills on line.
  Other functions include a list of current bid offerings by the city, job availablites and a wide 
array of community information ranging from area schools to news in and around the City of 
Charm.

  A Lake Wales man reportedly was killed yesterday in a traffic accident in the Crown Jewel of 
the Ridge. According to reports, 58-year-old Brett Lang was southbound on Highway 27 near 
the Alturas-Babson Park Cutoff Road when he lost control of his pickup.
  The vehicle went off the highway and hit a palm tree and a utility pole. Reportedly, he was not 
buckled up. Lang was airlifted to a trauma center where he died.

11/15/2021

 A 38-year-old Sebring man was injured over the weekend when he crashed his ultralight 
aircraft near the Sebring Regional Airport.
  According to reports, the pilot took off from an open field near the Sebring airfield then crashed 
shortly afterward in what was described as a low-altitude, low-speed flight.
  He was transported to the hospital in stable condition. Both the FAA and NTSB will conduct 
investigations into the incident.

  An elderly Lake Placid woman was killed over the weekend when she pulled her car into the 
path of an oncoming vehicle. Florida Highway Patrol reports indicate the 88-year-old woman 
pulled her car off Razorback Road onto Highway 27 and into the path of a southbound auto, 
driven by a 16-year-old Lake Placid girl.
  The teen sustained only minor injuries. Troopers say both drivers WERE buclkled up.

  A new housing development soon may be coming to Avon Park, City council members there 
have approved a zoning change for nine acres off Lake Boulevard. The property reportedly 
already has been subdivided as part of a 2013 annexation move by Southern Homes of Polk 
County..
  The new zoning would permit as many as 6 units per acre, however authorities say it may be 
fewer than that.

11/16/2021



   Kathy Rapp now has two leadership positions - she now is both the Chairperson of the 
Republican Party of Highlands County and the Chairperson of the Highlands County 
Commission. Rapp was selected this morning to take the place of former chairman Scott 
Kirouac for a one-year term.
  Commissioner Christopher Campbell was selected as vice-chair for the commission.
  In other action, by a 4-1 vote, commissioners instructed staff to investigate the possible 
purchase of 25 acres off kenilworth Boulevard. Staff had suggested the land - currently offered 
at $750,000 - could be used to expend government services. Commissioner Arlene Tuck cast 
the lone dissenting vote.

  A double fatal traffic accident yesterday afternoon in Highlands County. Florida Highway Patrol 
reports indicate a sport utility vehicle driven by a Sarasota man was on Highway 70 and pulled 
out to pass slower traffic.
  He met a car driven by a Rotunda West woman head on. She was critically injured, but her 
passenger was killed. Highway 70 near County Road 721 was closed for a time while the scene 
was cleared.

  The Sebring International Raceway is set to get its first 24 Hour race this weekend. However, 
officials there say the start time now has been pushed back. Due to transatlantic shipping 
delays from Europe, the start of the Crevantic 24 now will be on Saturday.
  Officials for the Dutch-Based Crevantic say everything should be at the track by Friday. There 
will be a night practice Friday for the cars that are ready.
  Gates will open Thursday with Radical Cup qualifying and racing scheduled to kick off the 
weekend.

  Hardee County sheriff's deputies have arrested a Wauchulla man on attempted murder 
charges following what was described as a hostage situation. Two deputies reportedly were hit 
with a hatchet while subduing Michael Albritton at the Wauchulla Hills home.
  Three people inside the home also apparently had been injured in the incident. The 61-year-
old Albritton was charged with numerous counts including Attempted Second Degree murder 
and booked into the Hardee County jail.

  Highlands County commissioners will look at a couple of property issues when they get 
together this morning. They first will hear a request from Crutchfield Groves to re-zone 30 acres 
of their property from Agricultural zoning to a Mobile Home District designation. No word on 
development plans or how many mobile homes could be accommodated on the property.
  Commissioners will be asked to consider the purchase of 25 acres of land off Kenilworth 
Boulevard. Staff members say the property has numerous opportunities for development and 
would cost only three quarters of a million dollars.
  In other action, the commissioners will look at new district boundaries - based on the latest 
census data.



11/17/2021

  Highlands County Sheriff's deputies yesterday arrested a woman reportedly trying to pass 
counterfeit money in Avon Park. According to reports, 42-year-old Joy Marie Lee apparently had 
told the cashier at the station that the $100 dollar bill was fake, but offered to take $60 in cash 
and let the cashier keep the other $40.
  She didn't go for it.
  When deputies turned up, they reportedly found additional fake $100s, plus drug paraphernalia 
in the U-Haul truck she was driving. Lee was charged and booked into the Highlands County 
jail.
  
  According to reports, employees at AdVent Health allegedly  have received a letter mandating 
they get the jab, or face suspension. The missive apparently was signed by AdVEnt Health 
President and CEO Terry Shaw, saying the deadlines are part of a plan to comply with federal 
vaccine mandates.
  Apparently, it is because the system participates in the Meidcare and Medicade program.
  Employees may apply for an exemption, but those who fail to do so reportedly could face 
suspension. Systemwide, the letter says 74-percent of the AdVemt Health employees have 
gotten the shots.

  Cars and crews have started arriving for this year's Crevantic 24 at the Sebring International 
Raceway. This weekend will mark the first 24 hour race ever at the 3.7 mile circuit here. Officials 
say the start time of the race has been pushed back to Saturday due to transatlantic 
transportation issues.
  The gates will open tomorrow with qualifying and racing by the support Radical Cup series.

  At least one person was injured and County Road 17 was closed for a time yesterday following 
a 2-vehicle crash near Carter's Corners. According to reports, a semi-tractor trailer rig collided 
with a sport utility vehicle.
  No names or accident description has yet been released. The condition of the injured person 
remains unknown.

  Construction thefts in the south end of the county apparently have been an ongoing problem. 
Residents in Leisure Lakes say thieves have pillaged a new home site there. The malefactors 
reportedly escaped with thousands of dollars in expensive equipment in addition to a ton of 
building supplies.
   Neighbors say it's not the first time that area has been hit, with one company loosing a couple 
of construction trailers full of goods.

  Both the Highlands County Commission and the School Board of Highlands County held re-
organization meetings yesterday. Highlands County commissioners tapped Kathy Rapp as the 
chairperson. She now not only the chair of the county commission, but also the chair of the 
Republican Party of Highlands County and the local GOP State Committeewoman.



  Issac Durrance was selected yesterday to chair the School Board of Highlands County. Jill 
Compton-Twist will serve as vice chair.

   By a 4-1 vote, Highlands County commissioners yesterday gave staff members the go-ahead 
to look into the possible purchase of 25 acres of property off Kenilworth Boulevard.
  In a report to commissioners, staff recommended the land might be used to expand 
government services. Some commissioners blanched at the $750,000 price tag, with 
Commissioner Arlene Tuck saying that kind of money could be put to better use. She cast the 
lone dissenting vote.

11/18/2021

  Highlands County Sheriff's officials say an early morning traffic crash on the north end has 
claimed a life. Apparently, the one car accident happened in the southbound lane of Highway 27 
about 6:00 near Sun Pure Road. A passing motorist noticed the car and called authorities.
  The mishap is being investigated by the Florida Highway Patrol. Troopers have released no 
other informaton in the incident.

  Fire hit a home on Camphor Street near the Avon Park Middle School this morning. Witnesses 
said it was a large blaze and was preceded by a loud explosion.
  Units from the Avon Park municipal fire department are woring the blaze with mutual aid from 
West Sebring. Currently, there are no reports of any injuries.

  The gates opened this morning at the Sebring International Raceway for the Crevantic 24 
weekend. Racing began almost immediately with qualifying and racing sessions for the Radical 
Cup North America series. They'll run again tomorrow with a Friday night practice for the 
Crevantic 24 cars.
  The twice-around-the-clock Crevantic 24 Hours will run from Saturday until Sunday. It's 
Sebring's first 24-Hour race.

   Without comment, Highlands County commissioners this week approved a resolution saluting 
the National Rifle Association's 150th birthday. It was read into the record by Commissioner 
Arlene Tuck and accepted by members of the Highlands Tea Party.
  The measure caused less of a stir than Tuck's innitiative in February of last year, calling for 
Highlands to be a Second Amendment Sanctuary County. After much debate, a former 
commission passed that action by a razor thin 3-2 vote. Tuck is the only remaining, sitting 
commissioner from that board.

  Employees at AdVent Health reportedly have received a letter mandating they get the jab or 
face suspension. The missive signed by AdVEnt Health President and CEO Terry Shaw says 
the deadlines are part of a plan to comply with federal vaccine mandates.
  Apparently, it is because the system participates in the Meidcare and Medicade programs.



  Employees may apply for an exemption, but those who fail to do so reportedly could face 
suspension. It is unclear how the letter squares with action taken by the Florida legislature 
banning such mandates.

  Highlands County Sheriff's deputies have arrested a woman reportedly trying to pass 
counterfeit money in Avon Park. According to reports, 42-year-old Joy Marie Lee apparently had 
told the cashier at a local gas station that the $100 dollar bill was fake, but offered to take $60 in 
cash and let the cashier keep the other $40.
  She didn't go for it.
  When deputies turned up, they reportedly found additional fake $100s, plus drug paraphernalia 
in the U-Haul truck the woman was driving. Lee was charged and booked into the Highlands 
County jail.

11/22/2021

  Auto incidents kept Highlands County first responders busy overnight. The first one happened 
about 10:00 on the Sebring Parkway's Circle where it connects with the Panther Parkway. 
Three cars collided on the roundabout with one person transported to the hospital
  The second occurred about a half hour later at the intersection of Highway 27 and Sun 'N Lake 
Blvd.Reportedly one vehicle rammed another in what was described as a domestic dispute. 
Apparently, one of the motorists subsequently was charged with aggravated assault.
 
  Motorists are reminded that there's no school this week for youngsters in the Highlands County 
system. They'll be out today through Friday, so keep you eyes open for children out and about 
during normal school hours.
  Classes will resume next Monday.

  Avon Park city council members will discuss provisions for shutting off utility services to those 
who don't pay their bills when they get together this evening. The measure includes payment 
plans as well as new regulations for commercial connections to the system.
  In other action, the council will hear a request to illuminate the city's historic gazebo - just in 
time for Christmas.

  A Wauchulla man was killed in a Hardee County traffic crash over the weekend. Florida 
Highway Patrol reports indicate the motorist was southbound on US 17 when his pickup truck 
went off the road and overturned.
  The 33-year-old driver apparently was not buckled up and was ejected from the rolling truck. 
He was pronounced dead at the scene.

  A woman was brutally assaulted and a man has been arrested in a Lake Wales incident. 
Police in the Crown Jewel of the Ridge have charged 39-year-old Charles Aaron Armstrong jr. in 
connection with the incident.  



  Officer's reportedly found the victim in her West Sessoms Avenue apartment, beaten and 
unresponsive. She was taken to the hospital for treatment of her injuries. Police describe the 
unit as a horrific scene that was spattered with blood.

11/23/2021

  The Avon Park Christmas Parade will be preceded by a new event organizers hope will 
become a tradition. Former city councilwoman Shirley Johnson got permission at last night's city 
council meeting to decorate the city's gazebo, then officially light it in a ceremony just before the 
start of the annual Christmas Parade.
  Johnson said it was a collaborative effort of current and former city officials, community leaders 
and the Highlands County Sheriff's office. She declined to describe to decorations - saying they 
would be done at the last minute as a surprise.

  In the 1990s. under the Sebring Utilities Commission, residents in the City on the Circle paid 
some of the highest electric rates in the state and in the nation. A new report from "doxo.com" 
indicates Sebring customers now have rates below the national average.
  The survey shows Sebring customers pay $235 a month for power on average - well below the 
national average of $316 per month.
In fact, the survey of ten different cost centers ranging from car insurance to mortgage 
payments shows that the Sebring-Avon Park metro area was 29th out of the 30 communities 
surveyed.

  While social media posts are indicating there has been an uptick in overdoses and drug deaths 
here in Highlands County, Highlands Sheriff's officials say investigations into the issue have not 
yet been completed.
  Some citizens allege there have been at least four  overdoses that ended in death in the last 
week and a half.  
However, sheriff's officials say they are awaiting toxicology reports.
  Authorities say there are ebbs and flows in drug incidents, and so far, have no evidence that 
the cases my be related. That being said, if people have information about these drugs and 
where they are being obtained - the sheriff's office is interested in that information.
  They are asking anybody with information about drug dealers and bad drugs to contact them at 
402-7200.

11/24/2021

  A holiday tradition in Avon Park came to an abrupt end last night as Avon Park city council 
members voted to disallow cheerleaders from riding on the city's fire truck during the Christmas 
parade. Apparently, the issue boils down to liability in case one of the youngsters was to fall 



from the big red machine.
  City Manager Mark Schrader pointed to a current waiver which he called insufficent, and the 
city's insurance company standing in opposition to the practice.
  Councilwoman Bernice Taylor blasted the practice, asking what girls in mini-skirts were doing 
in such and elevated position anyway.

   The mile-long mall in Avon Park has been decorated - with a preopnderance of blue. In fact, 
all of the street lights there now are sporting blue bulbs. Avon Park city manager Mark Schrader 
says they had hoped to use red and green lights to reflect the Christmas season.
   However, the Florida Department of Transportation nixed the idea, saying that an errant 
motorist might get them confused with a traffic signal. Therefore no red, yellow or green lights 
would be permoitted.
   Schrader said, they then decided to go with "Christmas Blue."

  By a 4-1 vote, Avon Park city council members voted to waive a municipal policy and allow the 
chairman of the city's Community Redevelopment Agency to apply for a facade grant from the 
city. In the past, such committee members were disallowed from the practice.
  Councilman Jim Barnard backed the idea, saying it was difficult enough as it is to get people to 
serve on such committees without penalizing them.
  Councilwoman Bernice Taylor, who cast the lone dissenting vote, said it would look bad to 
citizens to see the chairman of the advisory committee be approved for such a stipend.

  Avon Park city council members have instructed City Manager Mark Schrader to make a call to 
the Federal Aviation Administration, to see if he can help jump start the process of renting out 
the city's airport.
  Officials of Florida Airport Management have made an offer to run the facility over t 30-year 
span. An idea wo hich the council is amenable. It has gotten approval from the Florida 
Department of Transportation, but still is awaiting approval by the FAA.
  They hope a friendly call from the city manager may speed the process.

  It's Thanksgiving and a lot is on tap here in Highlands County. The day begins with an early 
work-out as the 29th annual 5K Turkey Trot and fun run gets underway at Highlands Hammock 
State Park. It's traditionally one opf the largest such events in the Heartland.

11/29/2021

  Christmas officially arrives in Highlands County this evening with the Avon Park Christmas 
Parade. This year, the annual processional will be preceded with the lighting of the Avon Park 
Gazebo in the middle of the Mile Long Mall.  
  That is set for 6:30, with the parade to kick off at 7pm.
  Avon Park Chamber of Commerce officials say more than 50 entries slated for the first such 
parade in two years. This year, they say there will be more bands than there have been for quite 



some long time. There also will be floats, specialty units, dancers and marching units.
   Sebring's Christmas parade will be this coming Friday. The Carousel of Lights was illuminated 
on the Circle in Sebring this past Saturday night.

  A 59-year-old Riverview man was seriously injured in a Highlands County traffic accident. 
Florida Highway Patrol reports indicate the man was riding his motorcycle and hit the side of a 
car that was making a left turn off Higway 27 onto Skipper Road south of Sebring.
  The biker was airlifted out to Lakeland Regional Medical Center. No charges in the incident 
were listed.

  Police officers in Lakeland reportedly shot and killed a man who pointed a gun at them. The 
officers were investigating reports of a suspicious car parked in a construction zone along 
Interstate 4 at the time.
  Lakeland police say Officers Tammy Hathcock and Garret Zeigler arrived at the scene early 
Sunday morning and spotted a man sitting in the vehicle.
  The officers tapped on the car window to speak to him. That's when they say he pulled a 
handgun and pointed it at one of them.
  Officers fired - in fear of their safety, killing him. The 61-year-old man's name hasn't been 
released. An investigation continues.

   A 14-year-old Polk County youth is accused of fatally stabbing his 18-year-old friend; 
Auburndale police officers called to the scene found the older teen in the road, bleeding from 
two stab wounds.
  An arrest affidavit says the younger boy ran to his house to call for help. He told the officers 
that he had stabbed the teen. The boys had been involved in an altercation at the time.

11/30/2021

  Avon Park had a great Christmas Parade last night, thousands of people turned out to view 
dozens of units making their way down the Mile Long Mall. Experienced parade goers say it 
might have been the biggest crowd ever for the City of Charm as they kicked off the Christmas 
Season here in Highlands County.
  This year, the event was preceded by the illumination of the newly-decorated Avon Park 
Gazebo. That was a cooperative effort of former council members, community leaders and the 
Highlands County Sheriff's Office.
  Avon Park Mayor Garrett Anderson did the honors.

   Officials at the Duke Energy Foundation reportedly have donated another $30,000 to South 
Florida State College. The money will enhance another, similar donation, made back in 
September to help build the school's Electrical Lineworker Program.
  Foundation officials say they hope the funds will assist SFSC in increasing the company's 
skilled workforce. The program is designed to prepare students of all ages to work as electric 



line technicians in the construction, maintenance and repair of electric utility systems.

  A report from Inspection Support Network has found that an estimated 16-percent of the 
existing housing in the Sebring-Avon Park metro area has been built since the year 2000.
  Only about 1-percent was constructed prior to 1940.
  The survey shows that houses built in the last decade are about $50,000 more valuable than 
units constructed in prior decades. Locally, the survey shows the median age of homes in 
Highlands County is about 33 years-old. It indicates more than 9,000 homes have been built in 
the Avon Park-Sebring metro area since the year 2000.

12/01/2021

  Two Florida Black bears have been killed and a Sebring man has been arrested in an incident 
at Sun 'N Lake. Florida Fish & Wildlife commission reports indicate 43-year-old John Falango 
has been charged with 16 different counts in connection with the case - including unlawful 
taking of a bear during closed season.
  Highlands County sheriff's officials say when deputies arrived at the scene they found an adult 
bear and a cub that had been fatally shot.
  No details on the incident have been released, save that FWC officials have labled the incident 
"intentional." A third, uninjured cub was located nearby. Apparently it is old enough to survive on 
its own.
  The case has been turned over to the State Attorney's office.

  It appears that Avon Park city council members may be going high-tech. The council has given 
city staff directions to see what it would cost to get each of them an iPad to conduct council 
meetings and other city business.
  For decades, council members have been issued loose leaf binders with hundreds of pages of 
back-up material for each of the meetings. City Manager Mark Schrader said he would come 
back with a proposal on costs and a timeline.

  Cars and drivers will take to the track starting today as the 2021 edition of the Alan Jay Pistons 
& Props event gets underway at the Sebring International Raceway. The annual event features 
vintage race cars as well historic warbirds and other aircraft.   
  On track, fans will see the Classic RS Cup, International Challenge and a BRM V/GTC Enduro 
race among other competitions.
  Today will be test & tune session for the dozens of different race classes and competitions. 
The planes are slated to make their entry on Friday.

12/02/2021



Things are heating up at the Sebring International Raceway as qualifying sessions get under 
way today for all competitors in the Alan Jay Piston's & Props event. In addition to members of 
Historic Sports Car Racing vying for the top spots on the grid, three races also are planned.
  Fans can see the BRM V / GTC Enduro, plus sprints in the Stoner Car Care Global GT and 
Classic RS Cup races. Tonight will be the annual night practice for the cars.
  The historic warbirds will fly in tomorrow for their entry onto the racetrack. Pistons & Props 
runs through Sunday.

  Preparations are being made for tomorrow's annual Circle the Circle with cans event staged by 
the Sebring Salvation Army. It's their annual drive to collect cash, cans and non-perishable 
foodstuffs. The proceeds will be used for Christmas Baskets for the less fortunate.
  Bell-ringers will be set up on the spoke streets of the Historic Circle to collect donations, then 
place them around the edges of Circle Park.
  It all gets underway tomorrow morning at 7:00.

  There were no serious injuries but quite a bit of property damage in a Lake Wales accident. 
Police in the Crown Jewel of the Ridge say a distracted driver ploughed into the rear of one of 
their patrol cars, that had been stopped to help a stranded motorist.
  The incident occurred on Highway 27 near Thompson Nursery Road. The cruiser was partially 
on the roadway, but had its lights activated. The chain-reaction accident gathered up two other 
vehicles.
  Reportedly, the whole thing was captured on the officer's body cam. A Fort Meyers driver has 
been charged with careless driving in the incident.

12/03/2021

  The Sebring Christmas Parade will kick off tonight at 7:00. It's the second processional of the 
season and organizers say they expect more than 80 units including floats, marching units, 
dancers and specialty units to wind their way through the City on the Circle,
   The parade will start at North Ridgewood Drive, head up to the Circle, around the Circle to 
South Commerce then down to the Highlands County Courthouse. Both the northbound and 
southbound lanes of the Parkway from Ridgewood to Home Avenue beginning at 5:30 for line-
up purposes.

  The Salvation Army will be stocking their larder today with their annual Circle the Circle with 
Cans event in downtown Sebring. Bell ringers from th4e Rotary Club will be set up on the spoke 
streets around the Historic Circle, collecting cash, canned and non-perishable food for the less 
fortunate during and after the holidays.
  The collection will run from 7am until 3:00. Motorists are cautioned there may be some traffic 
slowdowns during those hours.

  Today is the day the Warbirds make their grand entry at the Alan Jay Pistons & Props event 



out at the Sebring International Raceway. A cadre of vintage aircraft will taxi down the back 
straightaway if the track about 4:30 this afternoon, then go on static display in the Paddock.
  Qualifying for tomorrow's sprint races will run from 8:00 this morning until about 4PM - right 
before the "Parade of Planes" heads down the Ullman Straight.
  Pistons & Props runs through Sunday.

  The Sebring Blue Streaks are headed out to Merritt Island to take on the Mustangs in the 
state's Class 5A State Football semi-finals. It's the highest any Blue Streak team has climbed in 
the post-season playoffs.
   Kickoff is set for 7:30 tonight. 

12/6/2021

  You might want to leave for work a bit early this morning. A dense fog advisory is in effect for 
six counties including Highlands, Hardee, Polk, Desoto all the way down to Charlotte and Lee 
counties.
  Motorists are advised to slow down, use their low beam headlights and exercise caution until 
the fog lifts.

  Units have cleared the Highlands County landfill for the second time this weekend. Firefighters 
- both paid and volunteers from all over the county were called out to extinguish a couple of fires 
at the landfill.
  The first broke out Friday and was determined to have been extinguished. The second erupted 
yesterday about 1:30 and burned late into the evening. It remains unclear whether or not the 
second fire was a re-kindle.
  No word on how much burned, but the drift smoke was smelled as far away as west Sebring 
past Highway 27.
  Cause of the blaze remains under investigation, but officials say it may have been due to 
combustible materials discarded in the trash. No injuries were reported in either incident.

  It looks like the city of Frostproof is getting ready to go on a marketing campaign. Council 
members in the Friendly City tonight will look at inking an agreement with the "Nextsite" group to 
develop a plan and materials to market Frostproof as a destination for retailers, developers and 
others.
  The city applied for and received a Florida Department of Economic Opportunity grant to make 
the deal. In other action, the council will be asked to approve the final plat for the "Palm 10" 
residential subdivision.

  It was an exciting weekend for the Alan Jay Pistons & Props event at the Sebring International 
Raceway with late drama, the closest finish in “HSR Classics” history and a trio of first-time 
winners.
  The Group A finish was a record-setting thriller that saw winners Alan Benjamin and Brady 



Refenning coming on in the last four minutes of the race to take the group's overall standings in 
the Boulder Classics 1972 No.18 Porsche 911 S/T powered by Refenning’s 901 Shop.
  It was the group's sixth annual event.

12/7/2021

 It's foggy again this morning - in fact, it's worse than yesterday. Officials at the Highlands 
County Schools Transportation Department say they have grounded the buses until visibility 
improves - there's no word on when that might be.
  Motorists are urged to slow down, use caution and their low beam headlights. At least one 
traffic incident already has been reported.
 
  Following action by Governor Ron Desantis and reports of employee unrest, both local 
hospitals have suspended employee mandates to get the Coronavirus jab. Both facilities say the 
shot is strongly encouraged, but no longer will be mandated.
  There had been reports of possible walk-outs by employees who have found fault with the 
inoculations, although hospital officials have issued assurances they are safe and effective.
  While urging people to get the jab, Governor Desantis has opposed the idea of the mandatory 
programs.

  Highlands County commissioners this morning voted to ink a marketing agreement with Maris, 
West and Baker to help show Highlands County as a great place for manufacturers, retailers 
and others.
  Officials of the Economic Development Department said there will be no fiscal impact, 
inasmuch as the $50,000 annual price tag already is in their budget.
   Meanwhile, the Tourist Development Council got the OK on a resolution for a $100,000 
federal grant to support the TDC's goal of a countywide outdoor recreation facility.

  Today is December 7th, when Americans remember the 1941 Japanese sneak attack on the 
Pearl Harbor Naval base in Hawaii. The Sea Services Museum in Sebring is planning a noon 
special ceremony and display commemorating the 80th anniversary of the event where more 
than 2400 people were killed.
  The Military Sea Services museum is located off Kenilworth Blvd. at Roseland Avenue.

  The staff of Senator Marco Rubio will hold office hours today in Avon Park. The members of 
Rubio's office will be at the Avon Park Library on Museum Avenue from 12:30 until 2:30 this 
afternoon taking comments and concerns for the Senator.
  Appointments and tickets reportedly may be obtained on the internet through eventbrite.

  First it was the city of Frostproof, today, Highlands County commissioners will look at inking a 
marketing agreement with Maris, West and Baker to help show Highlands County as a great 
place for manufacturers, retailers and others.



  Officials of the Economic Development Department say there will be no fiscal impact, 
inasmuch as the $50,000 annual price tag already is in their budget.
   Meanwhile, the Tourist Development Council will be asking the board for approval of a 
resolution for a $100,000 federal grant to support the TDC's goal of a countywide outdoor 
recreation facility.

12/8/2021

  There's another dense fog advisory is in effect for Highlands County this morning. At this point, 
it does not appear to be as bad as yesterday's driving conditions, when Highlands County's 
school buses were held up for several hours, due to limited visibility.  
  That's not the case today, officials at the school's Transportation Department say the buses 
will be running as usual.
  Nevertheless, motorists are urged to use their headlights, use caution and slow down as fog 
may be dense in patches.

  Highlands County commissioners yesterday voted to ink a marketing agreement with Maris, 
West and Baker to help show Highlands County as a great place for manufacturers, retailers 
and others.
  Officials of the Economic Development Department said there will be no fiscal impact, 
inasmuch as the $50,000 annual pricetag already is in their budget.
   Meanwhile, the Tourist Development Council got the OK on a resolution to apply for a 
$100,000 federal grant to support the TDC's goal of a countywide outdoor recreation facility.

  You might want to check your location, you might have new representation. Both the Highlands 
County commission and Highlands School Board members yesterday approved new boundary 
lines. Although they are elected at large, each of the board members and commissioners must 
live in one of the five districts they represent.
  All districts have grown in the past 10 years - save for District 4. County officials say the largest 
growth came in the Sebring area - which is District 3.  
  The two boards have identical service areas. They are re-drawn every ten years in response to 
census information on local population distribution.

  An Indiana man was killed in a Hardee County traffic accident yesterday afternoon. Florida 
Highway Patrol reports indicate the 59-year-old Granger man ran his Chevy sedan up under the 
back of a tractor-trailer rig that was stopped on Merle Langford Road, and was preparing to pull 
on to State Road 66.
  The driver of the car was taken to AdventHealth Wauchulla where he was pronounced dead.  

12/10/2021



  Your kids - or your grandkids - may have seen this show, but possibly you have not. Harry 
Havery has announced he's doing his annual Christmas Show this evening at the Champion For 
Children Theatre on the Circle in downtown Sebring.
  This will be the same program he has done for decades at each of the Highlands County 
schools - including the normal schedule of singing, dancing and silliness. He calls it a program 
which is good for children of all ages.
  The program will run between 45 minutes to an hour, and will commence at 7pm. Those who 
miss it, will have an opportunity to catch it again next Friday, Dec. 17.

  It will be dueling parades tomorrow here in Highlands County. Both The Lake Placid Christmas 
Parade and the Sebring Christmas Boat Parade will be held to the delight of onlookers.
   The Lake Placid Christmas Parade, which generally is the largest of the local season, will kick 
off tomorrow evening on Dal Hall Blvd at 7pm. More than 75 floats, marching units, specialty 
entries and others are expected.
   The Sebring Christmas Boat Parade will circumnavigate Lake Jackson Saturday night. Usually 
there are between 20-30 illuminated watercraft participating in that processional.
  Organizers say participants should be in the water behind the Don Jose Restaurant at 6:30, 
with the parade to start at 7. The best viewing will be at Veterans, Pier, Hidden and Crescent 
Beaches.

12/13/2021

  A 34-year-old Avon Park resident reportedly died last night when he was hit by a car. Florida 
Highway Patrol reports say the man apparently was kneeling in the outside lane of Highway 27 
near Lake Byrd Road, when he was hit by a southbound sport utility vehicle, driven by a 72-
year-old man from Sebastopol, California.
  The pedestrian was pronounced dead at the scene. No charges in the incident were listed.

  Sebring Police are reporting that a suspect has been arrested in connection with last week's 
homicide in The City on the Circle. With the assistance of the Palm Beach County's Sheriff's 
office, Rodney Michael Demeritte jr was taken into custody on Saturday.
  It is believed that Demeritte killed a man in his home on Nancessowee Street in Sebring, then 
took his car. It reportedly was found in the Boynton Beach area
  Sebring police have released no details on the death investigation at this time.

  It looks to be a long night for the Avon Park city council this evening. Among other things, they 
will look at changes for their lien reduction policy in code enforcement and will look at new 
regulations for commercial water & sewer service - and for disconnection of service for those 
who fail to pay.
  Also on the agenda for this evening are a couple code enforcement hearings and a request 
from the Highlands County Economic Development Department on a pair of grant applications.



  Another Christmas tradition is set tonight in the City of Charm. Avon Park will host Christmas in 
the Park on the shores of Lake Verona this evening beginning at 6:00.
  Performances are scheduled by the Dolphin Ensemble of Avon Elementary, The Memorial 
Elementary Music Makers, plus the Park Elementary Panther Chorus. Also slated to sing are 
The
Avon Park Middle School Choir, the Sweet Adelines, and the Avon Park High School Choir.
  The Avon Park High School Grenadier Band will round out the evening.

12/14/2021

  Following the loss of their special magistrate, the Avon Park city council now will hear 
code enforcement hearings. The magistrate resigned his post with the City of Charm to 
take a similar position in St. Pete Beach.
  The council heard two cases last night, fining resident Herbert Kelley $3900 for an 
East Simms Street property and docking developer Roger Gurganis just over $2,000 on 
a Fairview Terrace home.
  Council members also instructed staff to begin the process of finding another special 
magistrate for the city.

  Once again that recycled Waterfront District program will be brought before citizens in 
Sebring tonight. Both proponents and opponents of the plan are expected to be in 
attendance. Some members of the Sebring Community Redevelopment Agency are 
pushing to revamp the Alan Altvader Cultural Complex to put in a beachfront 
entertainment area.
  Some iterations of the plan have several buildings knocked down to make way for the 
development. The session will commence at 5:30 this evening at Sebring's Jack Stroup 
Civic Center.
  
  A pair of Sebring residents have been arrested and booked following a weekend chase 
incident in the Sun 'N Lake community. It began early Sunday morning when a 
Highlands County Sheriff's deputy spotted Ryan Ercell Norman and Jamie Denise 
Crivello in a silver Lincoln.
    Apparently, both had warrants. They spotted the lawman and drove off at a high rate 
of speed with two children in the vehicle. They then ditched the car and fled on foot.
 It took tracking by K-9 Hooch to finally find them. Both were arrested and booked into 
the Highlands County jail on numerous counts.

  Lake Placid' 45-megawatt Solar Farm now has a bit of extra capacity. Officials at Duke 
Energy have announced a new 18-megawatt lithium battery has been installed at the 
location.
  Reportedly, it's the first of its kind for Duke Energy Florida. When the solar facility is 
operating at peak capacity, it generates enough energy to effectively power about 
23,000 average-sized homes. When the sun goes down, excess energy is stored in the 



Battery Energy Storage System for nighttime usage.
  The Lake Placid facility came online in 2019.

12/15/2021

  Avon Park city council members soon will be doing the bulk of their work electronically. 
Officials in the City of Charm have instructed staff to go ahead and purchase iPads for each of 
them.
  The tablets will be used for city business only, with Avon Park City Attorney Gerald Buhr noting 
that anything on the computers might be construed as public record.
  Previously, the council had been given agenda packets and other such information on paper in 
large, loose leaf binders.

  It was a full house last night as the Sebring city council and community redevelopment agency 
met to again discuss the possibility of developing a waterfront district in the shores of Lake 
Jackson - where the Alan Altvader Cultural Complex now sits.
  Both proponents and opponents of the idea turned out to be heard, with concerns raised about 
parking, and the possible destruction of some of the buildings there - including the Jack Stroup 
Civic Center.
  When asked about the cost, authorities said a detailed plan would first need to be developed. It 
also remained unclear who would pay for the project.

  We've had a lot of fog lately, but officials say that's not the only hurdle for motorists. A driver hit 
on of a group of four hogs that ran across Highway 27 near the Wild Turkey Tavern Monday. He 
wasn't hurt, but the hog was killed and there was substantial damage to the vehicle.
  Residents say hogs darting across the road there is a fairly common occurrence - and that's 
not the only place it happens in Highlands County.

   Highlands County Sheriff's officials say they are on the lookout for Jamarcus Donte Wooden, 
and are asking for your help. He is described as a black male with brown eyes, close-cropped 
brown hair, and is 5-foot-6 and 200 pounds.
  The 30-year-old Wooden is wanted for attempted first-degree murder and aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon in connection with a Nov. 22 incident that occurred at the intersection of 
Hal McRae Blvd. and Delaney Ave. in Avon Park.
 Anyone with information as to his whereabouts may call the Highlands County Sheriff's office at 
863-402-7200 or The Heartland Crime Stoppers confidential Tip Line at 1-800-226-TIPS.

12/16/2021

  Apparently, as predicted, there has been a "V-shaped" economic recovery from the 



coronavirus epidemic. A new report issued by "Self Financial" shows that unemployment in the 
Sebring-Avon Park metro area has mirrored the national average when it comes to year-over-
year percentage increase in 2021.
  During the recovery period, the Sebring-Avon Park metropolitan area has experienced a four 
percent increase in total employment, compared to the 4.1 percent hike for the country as a 
whole.
  That means a thousand people were added back on to the employment rolls locally.

  Avon Park is inching forward on expanding their municipal water and sewer service. Council 
members in the City of Charm gave the go-ahead to Kimly-Horne to begin developing a master 
plan to extend the service - especially in the area of Avon Park Lakes.
  The process is expected to take 5-7 months to complete. Officials have not yet revealed a 
price tag for the project. Avon Park mayor Garett Anderson said such a plan would help with 
future development in the area.

  Units from Sun 'N Lake south were called out yesterday to extinguish the flames. When they 
arrived at the intersection of Concert Drive and Cartier Avenue they found an abandoned car 
that was ablaze.
  The flames also sparked a brushfire in a nearby lot. Aided by Florida Forest Service crews, 
they quickly put it down without incident. Reportedly, no structures were endangered and no 
injuries were reported.
  There's no word as to who owns the vehicle.

  A fight at Lake Wales Senior High School yesterday has resulted in the arrest of a half-dozen 
students. The brawl broke out during lunchtime, however, police have not revealed what the 
altercation was about.
  Of the six arrested, four were juveniles and two were adults. One of them, 18-year-old 
Courtney Brown was found to have a handgun in his backpack - it was never brandished.
  All the arrested were taken to the proper facilities.  
 
  Polk County sheriff's officials say a Wauchula man died when his car hit a horse near 
Mullberry. According to Sherriff's reports, 33-year-old Brad Bursler of Wauchula was driving 
westbound on Nichols Road at a high rate of speed.
  Apparently the horse when he slammed into the horse - which was standing in the road.
  The impact caused the car to go veer across the eastbound lane and into a tree. Both Bursler 
and the horse were killed
  A passenger in the vehicle, 32-year-old Mark Garcia of Wauchula, was taken to a local hospital 
where he was treated and released.

12/20/2021



  Highlands County Sheriff's deputies are turning to the public to locate a couple of brothers. 17-
year-old Rain Michael Huffman and his brother 16-year-old Larry Dean Huffman are being 
sought in connection with a number of vehicle theft and burglary cases in the Sebring area.
  Larry Huffman was the teen thought to have drown in Lake Verona several weeks ago - but 
turned up unharmed. Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the Huffman brothers is asked to 
call the Highlands County Sheriff's office or confidential Crimestoppers line at 1-800=226-TIPS,
  Information could lead to a cash reward.

  It appears Avon Park won't be able to lease their airport facility until sometime next year. 
Officials at the Federal Aviation Administration say the matter has been turned over to their 
compliance department for review - and that may take some time.  
  Apparently, it may the first such project in the United States and could set precedent for other 
municipalities who want to turn over the operation of their facilities to a private sector company.

  While Harder Hall continues to languish west of Sebring, it looks like the city of Lake Wales 
may have the refurbishment of the WalesBuilt Hotel underway after the first of the year. Officials 
of the Buena Vista Hospitality Group say they are within 90 days of having a loan commitment 
to start the Walesbuilt rehabilitation project.
  They say problems during the coronavirus has hampered progress on the project.

   Two people died when a small plane crashed and burst into flames when it hit the water in a 
Polk County lake. Auburndale police officers and firefighters found a small fire burning on the 
surface of Lake Arietta when they arrived at the scene.
  Witnesses told authorities that the amphibious plane was flying low over the lake when its right 
wing lowered and clipped the water, causing the plane to crash at a steep angle and burst into 
flames.
  The body of a woman was found shortly after the crash, while the body of a man was found 
four hours later. The National Transportation Safety Board announced that it is investigating the 
cause.

12/21/2021

  A 22-year-old Avon Park man has been charged in connection with the death of a four month 
old child. The body of the infant was discovered yesterday at a home in the City of Charm by 
Highlands County Sheriff's deputies that had been called to the scene.
  Reportedly, Bryan Marquis Reece found the infant unresponsive, and notified law 
enforcement. He reportedly had been left in charge of our children at the residence.
  Reece has been charged with Negligent Manslaughter and Child Neglect. The case remains 
under investigation.

  It appears Highlands County is in line for some money from The Duke Energy Foundation. The 



Highlands County Emergency Management Department will receive $15,000 for a series of 
outreach events designed to help educate residents on different preparedness techniques so 
they can manage any type of emergency.
  That's the local share of $523,000 in grants across the Sunshine State to support resiliency 
and emergency response efforts. In all, 28 different organizations will receive cash from the 
program.

  An elderly woman was injured yesterday at the Sebring Plaza. Police in the City on the Circle 
say the 82-year-old motorist was run over by her own vehicle. She was airlifted out with leg 
injuries to Lakeland Regional Medical Center.
  Her name has not been released, and circumstances around the incident remain under 
investigation. Police say they are looking for witnesses.
 
  One person was killed and four others were injured in a Hardee County traffic accident. Florida 
Highway Patrol officials say a Sport Utility Vehicle ran a red light at the intersection of County 
Road 663 and State Road 64 in the community of Ona.
  One of the passengers in the car died, both drivers and two other passengers were seriously 
injured. The incident remains under investigation.

  Highlands County Sheriff's deputies are turning to the public to locate a couple of local 
brothers. 17-year-old Rain Michael Huffman and 16-year-old Larry Dean Huffman are being 
sought in connection with a number of vehicle theft and burglary cases in the Sebring area.
  Larry Huffman was the teen thought to have drown in Lake Verona several weeks ago - but 
turned up unharmed. Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the Huffman brothers is asked to 
call the Highlands County Sheriff's office or confidential Crimestoppers line at 1-800-226-TIPS,
  Information could lead to a cash reward.

  While members of the Sebring Community Redevelopment Agency are looking at knocking 
down buildings at the Alan Altvader Cultural Complex, Highlands County Commissioners today 
will be looking at fixing up the library building there. Commissioner will look at approving a 
nearly $200,000 roof repair job to the structure.
  E.O. Koch Construction will be doing the work.

12/27/2021

  A multi-car crash closed Highway 70 on the south end of Highlands County for several hours 
last night. Authorities say as many as seven vehicles may have been caught up in the tangle, 
which occurred shortly before 7:30 between DC Bar Ranch Road and County Road 721.
  No serious injuries were reported. No word on what started the chain-reaction accident.

12/28/2021



 Following Christmas, where some youngsters received vehicles such as motorcycles and 
ATV's - Lake Placid Police Chief James Fansler has issued a cautionary notice.
  Saying that despite warnings and nearly begging parents to take their children's safety more 
seriously, police in the Caladium Capital still are seeing young kids riding ATVs, motorcycles, 
golf carts and the like in a reckless manner or operating without proper safety equipment.
  That includes riding after dark with no headlights or tail lights.
  Fansler is urging parents to get their children safety lessons on the vehicles so they might 
operate them in a lawful manner - avoiding tickets, injury or worse.  
  
   A driver fleeing from deputies in Polk County last night was killed along with two others in 4-
vehicle pile-up near Haines City. Three other people had to be airlifted out to local hospitals as a 
result of the crash.
  According to reports, the incident occurred on Lake Hatchineha Road east of Haines City, 
when the speeding driver collided with three other vehicles.
  Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd said the driver was not being pursued at the time of the crash 
but he "was driving like an out-of-control maniac..."
  Crash investigators say figuring out exactly what happened at the crash will be complicated 
because of severe damage to the vehicles involved.

12/29/2021

  Sebring police are working a bad accident this morning. Apparently, a sport utility vehicle went 
off Valencia Avenue near the Grand Avenue intersection and slammed into a tree about 1:30 
this morning.
  The driver and the passenger were hurt badly enough to be taken to the hospital. No names or 
other details have yet been release.

  Polk County sheriff's officials say another person has died from that Sunday accident near 
Haines City. That brings the total to four deaths from the incident where a driver fleeing police 
caused a multi-vehicle pile-up on Lake Hatcheneha Road. Apparently, he was not being 
pursued at the time of the crash - but according to reports had been driving erratically.
   There's no word why he was being pursued. 

12/30/2021

  There was some patchy dense fog in Highlands County and a dozen other Florida counties 
this morning from Tarpon Springs to Naples. Officials say despite limited visibility in some areas, 
there were no traffic or other problems to report.
  The advisory was issued shortly after 4:00 this morning and was extended to 10AM.



  AdventHealth Foundation is in line for a $15,000 grant from Duke Energy Florida. The money 
is part of a quarter million dollars in funding from the power company to help students, 
educators and families across the Sunshine State.
  The local money will be used to create a new Wellness Center in Sebring. The facility will 
feature specialized classes, simulation training, cooking demonstrations, lifestyle lectures and 
healthcare screenings among other features.

  Officials of the Lakeland-based Publix grocery chain say they will start offering paid parental 
leave to employees who are new parents.
  Eligible full-time and part-time workers will be able to take off the time during the first year of 
the birth or adoption of a child, starting with the new year.
   The privately-held, employee-owned company has 225,000 workers at almost 1,300 stores in 
Florida, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia.
   Publix didn’t offer details on how much paid time off new parents would get. The new benefits 
come as retailers across the U.S. are facing a worker shortage and trying to retain employees.


