
FIGHT THE FLOOD SUMMARY REPORT   February 2019 

 

When there is a special need in the Greater La Crosse Area it seems the entire 

community always responds. That was certainly the case when a group of folks 

decided that some sort of fundraising effort should be put together to help the 

victims of the devastating flood of 2018. 

Something had to be done.  Andy Hughes from the band TUGG had the idea that 

area musicians would volunteer their time to have a concert with the proceeds 

going into a pool that the victims could draw from.  Andy contacted Terry Bauer 

because Terry was the head of the popular Moon Tunes that his Valley View 

Rotary Club had sponsored for years. 

Terry loved the idea, made a few phone calls, and called a meeting together that 

included Pat Stephens from Rotary Lights, Steve Earp from SSE Music, Andy 

Hughes, and Megan Tomilson from the Great River Folk Fest. 

Decisions had to be made quickly. Courtney Daniels and the good folks from 

Oktoberfest volunteered the use of the fest grounds; La Crosse Tent provided the 

use of their huge tent; and, Riverfest, Irishfest, Rotary Lights, Country Boom and 

Oktoberfest jumped in to help as well. 

From a business standpoint, the committee felt we needed a 501.c3 non-profit 

Foundation to properly deposit gifted proceeds and the Rotary Works Foundation 

stepped forward and agreed to take on this responsibility. Can’t thank them 

enough for this giant leap of faith. 

It was decided to do a whole day of entertainment starting with radio programs in 

the morning and running continuous entertainment until midnight. Both radio 

groups, La Crosse Media Group and Midwest Family Broadcasting were 

instrumental in making the morning drive successful. The coverage from TV 8, TV 

19, TV 25 and the La Crosse Tribune helped tremendously in “getting the word 

out” and keeping the momentum going all day. 

Andy Hughes, with help from T.J. Peterlise and others lined up 23 bands within a 

few days. We even had to turn a few groups away. The willingness to help was 

unbelievable. 



Marty Severson, the good natured and humorous emcee from Moon Tunes and 

John Stevenson from the La Crosse Media Group Kicks 106.3 FM agreed to serve 

as the announcers for our Fight the Flood effort as we used two stages.  Marty’s 

home was flooded, but he worked an 18 hour day and really kept the day moving. 

 Apothik, Big Boar BBQ, Midwest Bites, Woodshed Wood Fired Pizza, The Pearl 

and Fathead Steve’s food trucks offered food all day and each gifted a portion of 

their proceeds to the cause.  Beverages provided by La Crosse Beverage, Pepsi, 

Pearl Street Brewery, Turtle Stack Brewery and 608 Brewery all jumped in to help. 

On Three Printing created the Fight the Flood logo using the bull from the icon 

picture of the bull in downtown Coon Valley that went viral nationwide reporting 

on the flooding. 

Literally hundreds of people were calling to volunteer as bartenders, traffic 

control, staffing phones, clean-up, etc. Seemed everyone wanted to help. 

Mother Nature smiled on us. We couldn’t have asked for a more perfect day to 

enjoy good music, food and beverages while knowing you were helping a very 

special cause. 

All day long we announced gifts, pledges, took in checks and heard stories from 

the podium on what a difference these monies would make. These 

announcements came from individuals, small businesses, large corporations, and 

even children that emptied their piggy banks.  The stories were heartwarming. 

What we thought was a realistic goal of $150,000 was shattered by 6 pm. When 

we closed the grounds that night our tally had hit $222,000.  What a tribute to 

God’s Country.  But we were not done yet.  In the weeks that followed another 

$25,434 was received bringing our fundraising total to $247,434. 

We are convinced that there is not another community that could have pulled this 

off.  In 12 days we had put together a remarkable effort. The entire community 

came together to hold the hands of our neighbors. 

We had promised that we would get these funds distributed as soon as possible. 

One setback that many did not realize is that a large percentage of our tally was in 

pledges from both individuals and companies. All pledges were honored but it 

took almost 7 weeks to complete collection. The Rotary Works Foundation, 



understandably, did not want to start awarding grants until they knew for sure 

just how much money they could offer in support. 

A simple application was developed and was sent to the Rotary Clubs in Prairie du 

Chien, Viroqua, and Richland Center. The Presidents of these three Rotary Clubs 

deserve special recognition for their outstanding efforts.  Chelsey Foster in 

Viroqua, Char Bender in Prairie du Chien, and Gene Schiesser in Richland Center 

worked hard to make certain the victims in their areas knew funds were available. 

These applications were distributed by Rotary members in those clubs and in 

cooperation with other officials and then forwarded to the Rotary Works Board of 

Directors for approval and check disbursement. 

Research indicated that about 900 families had been affected by the flood. It was 

easy to understand that our $247,434 would barely put a dent in the overall need, 

but we were told early cash dollars would certainly help with some initial costs 

while FEMA and other government assistance would not be in place for several 

months. 

It was determined that in order to spread the assistance, that applications would 

be limited to $1,000 except for food pantries that served those areas could 

receive more. 

 

Distributions were all for $1,000: 

Boscobel-1 

Cashton-5 

Chaseburg-10 

Coon Valley-59 

Gays Mills-21 

Genoa-11 

Kendall-2 

La Crosse-2 

La Farge-18 



Norwalk-2 

Ontario-5 

Prairie du Chien-1 

Readstown-5 

Soldiers Grove-3 

Sparta-4 

Stoddard-1 

Viola-31 

Viroqua-6 

Westby-11 

Wilton-1 

 

The demand to replenish food supplies in a number of these areas was great. 

Each of the following pantries received $2,000. 

Cashton Cupboard-Cashton 

Grace Community Church-Ontario 

New Hope Food Pantry-La Farge 

 

The Rotary Works Foundation asked that the application process come to an end 

at the close of January 2019.  On that date, there was still $47,800.  A check for 

that amount is being issued to the Five County Long Range Recovery Committee 

that is overseeing the ongoing needs of the flood victims. Payable to: WI VOAD 

LTRG-Region 1. These dollars will be distributed by application by the committee 

with certain restrictions placed on disbursement. These dollars are meant to fulfill 

unmet needs in La Crosse, Vernon, Monroe and Crawford counties. 

 



 Contact information: 

 

Chair of the Five County Committee 

Jen Schmitz  -  LTRGchair@gmail.com  

    

Michele Engh-Advisor 

Randi Strangstalien-VP 

Mari Freiberg-Secretary 

Sue Durtsche-Treasurer- suesalinedurtsche@gmail.com  

 

General E-Mail for Questions: ltrg.region1@gmail.com 

Mailing address: 

LTRG-Region 1 

C/O Westby Coon Prairie Lutheran Church 

500 South Main St. 

Westby, WI 54667 

 

Some Communications: 

 Thanks to the Great River Folk Fest for getting the word out to help this 

effort to Fight the Flood. I am a UW-L grad that always comes back for the 

GRFF. 

 Thanks for providing this charity.  It will help tremendously. 

 Our Monroe Co. Home and Community Education group, the Farmers 

Valley Homemakers, would like to add to the wonderful relief effort you are 

spearheading for local flood relief.  Thank you for efforts. 

 I am writing to say thank you for the flood relief grants you so graciously 

gave to the people that suffered losses in the Coon Valley area. We are so 
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thankful for your generosity. My mom lost almost everything. Your grant 

was a true blessing. 

 Would not have made it without your help. 

 Thank you for your grant. It will help make life a little more normal. 

 Thank you so much for your grant for flood relief. Truly appreciate your 

help. 

 Thank you so much!!  God Bless the Rotary Works Foundation. 

 Thank you so very much for the flood relief grant. We will put it to good use 

as we repair and rebuild. 

 Thank you a lot for the flood relief money.  May God Bless all of you. 

 What a wonderful surprise your gift has been. I can’t thank you enough for 

taking a brief and casual conversation and turning it into something that 

will make a huge difference as we continue making repairs. The official 

thank you letter is on the way too, but I wanted to be certain that you know 

how much this gift means to me and all of Norskedalen.  Thank you and the 

Rotary Works Foundation so very much. 

 Thank you so much for the recovery grant. I was able to put that towards 

replacing our washer, dryer, and other repairs. 

 Your grant was amazing and arrived at just the right time. 

 Want to thank all the people involved with the Rotary Works Foundation 

for the generous grant we received to help with expenses towards damages 

from the flood in the Gays Mills area. 

 The Butikk would like to thank you for your recent most generous grant. It 

is because of donations like yours that we can keep helping those in need in 

our area. 

 Thank you for the grant we received for flood clean-up. We have been so 

blessed and your gift will go towards a new carpet cleaner and the balance 

towards a new furnace. 

 I received your grant on the same day of my 90th birthday. The perfect 

present. Will be put towards a boiler and hot water heater. 

 We are overwhelmed by your gift of money for flood victims. We have used 

it to help fill the food pantry shelves with items for those families struggling 

to re-assemble their lives after their loss of home and possessions  



 We would like to thank all involved in the effort to help the flood victims. It 

will make a tremendous difference. 

 Thank you for your generosity.  

 I wanted to send a note of thanks for your generous gift to the Food Pantry.  

It has been a challenging year with the recent floods that totally destroyed 

our pantry location. We have been blessed by the gifts of many for not just 

to rebuild the Food Pantry but to have the opportunity to help so many in 

the area that met destruction and loss in the floods. Our rebuilding in a new 

location would not be possible without your help.  

 

For additional information, please contact: 

 

Pat Stephens 

608-385-0490 

pstephens@eagle.uwlax.edu 

 

Terry Bauer 

608-792-0745 

Tdelbert1969@gmail.com  
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