
 
 
 
 

                                                  
 
 
 
 

 KBSI-TV, CHANNEL 23 

 Paducah, Ky/Cape Girardeau, Mo/Harrisburg, Il 

  

 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

  
 

What follows is a list of some of the issues of importance to the community  
responded to by KBSI-TV, Cape Girardeau, Mo., along with the most significant  

programming treatment of these issues during the period of: 
 

April 1, 2015 through June 30, 2015 

 
The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

The list is by no means exhaustive. 
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KBSI-TV 2
ND

 QUARTER 2015 ISSUES & PROGRAMS LIST 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME/VIOLENCE/GANGS 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 15/9:00pm 
Length:  1:39 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Area police departments have issued a warning about a growing concern over 
police impostures.  Officer Darren Hickey, Cape Girardeau Police Department, says there are 
various ways to protect yourself.  If you are asked to pull over, flash your hazard lights and 
continue driving until you find a well-lit populated area, and only roll down your window enough 
to give your license and registration.  Hickey adds that any legitimate police officer will call in 
any traffic stop, so if you feel threatened, call 911 and ask to see if a police officer has called in a 
description of your vehicle.   
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 20/9:00pm 
Length:  1:31 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Over the past year, Southern Illinois University has had an increase in violent crime 
and sexual assaults.  Several student leaders have joined together to create “It’s on Us,” a 
taskforce whose goal is to eliminate assaults on campus.  Tonight the group hosted a panel 
discussion featuring students, campus administrators and other community leaders to answer 
questions concerning the school’s role in preventing such crimes.  Co-chair for It’s on Us, Kelly 
Meloy, says the group hopes to change the culture on campus by supporting victims and 
educating people about the meaning of sexual assault and the consequences.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  May 20/9:01pm 
Length:  1:34 
Source:  Local 
Description:  After another shooting incident Monday evening in Charleston, Mo., residents and 
police are speaking out that the violence needs to end by working together.  According to police, 
Monday’s violence appears to have occurred between two groups who have been rivals.  
Residents say they are tired of these incidents happening in neighborhoods with children.  Chief 
Robert Hearnes says the biggest difficulty is getting people who are willing to come forth and 
testify in court.  
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ISSUE:  CRIME/VIOLENCE/GANGS  Continued 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 6/9:23am 
Length:  4:53 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Corporal Darin Hickey of the Cape Girardeau Police Department, discusses some 
of the department’s various community outreach programs to help allow police and residents to 
interact and get to know each other better; such as the Citizen Police Experience, which allows 
residents to spend time on the job with a police officer and learn what they encounter during a 
typical day, and Coffee with Cops, which creates opportunities for residents and police to discuss 
issues in a more social setting.  Corporal Hickey also discusses the city confidential tip line 
which allows residents to give information concerning crime anonymously.  Hickey says the tip 
line has been very successful, and the department is looking into accepting texts and creating an 
app for tips. 
 

 

ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE 

 
Program:  Business Today – Miracle Ear Foundation Fun Run 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  April 21/7:27am & 10:52am  
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Joyce Cooley, 
manager of Miracle Ear Hearing Aid Center in Cape Girardeau, Mo., to discuss the upcoming 
Miracle Ear Foundation Fun Run, to be held April 26th.  The fundraising event is held to help the 
foundation in its efforts to provide hearing aids to children and adults with financial difficulties.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  May 4/9:00pm 
Length:  1:37 
Source:  Local 
Description:  With the arrival of warmer weather, dermatologists are warning people of the 
danger from skin cancer, specifically the deadliest form, melanoma.  Local doctors say they 
diagnose a number of cases each week, and about 10,000 people are expected to die from skin 
cancer each year.  Dermatologist Charles Moon says it can be cured if detected early.  The 
problem is that melanoma often occur in hard to see areas, for men it’s typically on the back, 
while for women it can often occur on the back of their legs.  Tips are given on the methods to 
detect the symptoms of melanoma, such as color, diameter and shape. 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  May 5/9:01pm 
Length:  2:37 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A new study states the 57% of concussions suffered by high school and college 
athletes happen during practice, not during an actual game.  Jackson High School soccer coach, 
Justin McMullen, says he isn’t surprised by this statistic.  McMullen says there is the potential 
for head injury in any sport, and athletes typically spend more time on the practice field, rather 
than in a game; plus the athlete may work harder during practice as they try to improve their 
abilities.  McMullen adds that they try to teach the kids how to avoid any injuries, and most 
importantly, is to pull any athletes that are suspected to be hurt, making sure they receive proper 
treatment. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  May 14/9:01pm 
Length:  1:04 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at the first graduates of a new program which allows nursing students to 
become licensed practical nurses in less time.  Due to an expected shortage in nurses, in 2012, 
the Cape Girardeau Career and Technology Center was granted permission to begin a program 
which would allow students to become LPNs in only two years, the first such program in the 
state of Missouri.  Graduate Lauren Kranawetter says her mother was a nurse, and this program 
gave her the chance to follow in her mother’s footsteps.  While some of the six graduates will 
start working immediately in the medical community, some plan to continue the nursing 
education. 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  May 15/9:07pm 
Length:  1:36 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Experts say that a wet winter followed by a dry spring has created the perfect storm 
for allergies.  Dr. Adam Morgan says there has been an increase in the number of people 
complaining of sinus problems due to allergies, and those who typically have allergies say they 
are having sinus infections that are worse than previous years.  Lacy Sanford says she’s having 
difficulties with allergies that haven’t occurred since she was much younger.  Dr. Morgan adds to 
not just assume you are suffering from allergies, because a viral infection can create the same 
symptoms, and the best way to know for sure is to see your doctor. 
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  May 21/9:01pm 
Length:  2:34 
Source:  Local 
Description:  While most people are aware of the importance of wearing sunscreen to guard 
against developing skin cancer, there is also the rare chance of getting melanoma in the eyes.  Joy 
Baker is an example of the seven out of a million people who are diagnosed with this medical 
condition.  Typically patients notice symptoms such as seeing flashing lights or decreased vision; 
but according to Joy’s optometrist, Ryne Wood, she didn’t have any symptoms, and the 
melanoma was discovered during her yearly eye checkup.  If left untreated, the cancer could 
spread to the patient’s lungs or liver.  In Joy’s case, it was caught early enough that wearing a 
radiation patch on her eye for a few days eliminated the melanoma.   
 

Program:  Business Today – SEMO Food Bank  
Broadcast Dates/Time:  June 1/7:27am & 10:52am 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Carlos Nelson, 
from the SEMO Food Bank, to help promote the organization’s upcoming fundraising event, 
featuring the comedian Gallagher on June 27th.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  June 4/9:30pm 
Length:  1:11 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A recent report states that there has been a 364% increase in the number of cases 
involving Hepatitis C in several states, including Kentucky and Tennessee.  Unfortunately, 
Hepatitis C is a viral disease, which attacks the liver.  Carrie Eldridge, from the 
Franklin/Williamson Bi-County Health Department, says a person with an acute infection will 
show signs of jaundice, tiredness and flu-like symptoms, while a chronic infection is more severe 
and can lead to liver damage and cancer.  Health officials urge anyone who believes they have 
been infected, need to have a screening performed.   
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ISSUE:  HEALTH CARE & WELFARE  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 12/9:02pm 
Length:  1:56 
Source:  Local 
Description:  With local temperatures rising into the 90s for the first time this summer, a look at 
the dangers of heat stroke.  While people over fifty are the most in danger of overheating, anyone 
can be a victim of a heat stroke.  On days when temps rise into the 90s, it’s important to take 
breaks and drink plenty of water if you’re working or playing outside.  A former heat stroke 
victim, Anne Thomas, says you need to pay attention to your body.  Take a break and cool off if 
you feel you’re getting too hot.  Heat stroke symptoms are also offered, such as: lack of sweating, 
throbbing headache, nausea, rapid heartbeat and muscle weakness. 
 

 

ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 13/9:12pm 
Length:  2:18 
Source:  Local 
Description:  As the controversy of free-range parenting grows, a look at how monitoring 
children has changed from previous years.  Mother Rachel Wickware remembers that she was 
allowed to roam more when she was a child, but these days she couldn’t allow her children to go 
off on their own.  She says times have changed, and you no longer know who you can trust.  
Therapist Bob Dale says modern technology such as smartphones have made it much easier for 
predators to monitor and reach out to children.  He adds that the key to good parenting is still the 
same, just doing the best you can to keep them safe. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 30/9:00pm 
Length:  1:44 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The recent accidental shooting near Van Buren, Mo., of a conservation officer by a 
turkey hunter is an example of the importance of following safety rules while hunting.  
Experienced hunter, Brad Gooch, says the biggest problem is hunters getting complacent.  Unlike 
deer hunters, who wear orange vests, turkey hunters typically cover as much of their body as 
possible in camouflage, which means they have to be especially cautious.  Other safety tips 
offered by the Missouri Department of Conservation is to avoid wearing colors associated with 
turkeys and don’t make turkey calls as you are walking. 
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ISSUE:  PUBLIC SAFETY Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  May 28/9:02pm 
Length:  1:34 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Missouri health experts are warning that heavy spring rainfall and flooding may 
have caused bacterial contamination to swimming and boating areas.  The Department of Natural 
Resources typically monitor e-coli levels at public lakes; but they fear runoff water may have 
contaminated popular spots.  Environmental specialist Amy Morris says there are some 
precautions to take before jumping in the water, such as avoid drinking the water, make sure any 
wounds or sores are covered and check for any postings which can provide warnings of 
contamination.  She adds that typically children and the elderly are most at risk to become 
infected. 
 
Program:  Summer Weather Safety PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 21-29/various 
Length:  10 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI produced and aired PSAs to remind viewers of the dangers of hot 
temperatures during the summer, and directing them to the station website where they can find 
information and tips on how to avoid overheating and becoming a victim of heat stroke. 

 

 

ISSUE:  SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

 
Program: News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  May 27/9:01pm 
Length:  1:44 
Source:  Local 
Description:  After a central Illinois high school created controversy by adopting random drug 
testing of students, a look at the Benton High School, which has already had a similar system in 
place, by randomly picking several students each year to be tested.  Principal Mark Miller says 
the practice helps keep students safe as well as accountable for their actions; plus it gives another 
reason for the students to avoid the temptation and pressure of using drugs.  While some parents, 
who are interviewed, say it’s not the school’s job to test students; while others say it’s needed 
due to those parents who don’t step up or admit that their child may be abusing drugs. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  April 4/5:22am 
Length:  5:06 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Nancy Jernigan, executive director for United Way of Southeast Missouri, 
discusses a new survey being distributed by the United Way and the Community Counseling 
Center to better determine the needs of the area.  The survey will consist of questions concerning 
topics such as income, health care access, housing and education.  A similar survey was 
conducted ten years ago, and the United Way would like to see how the community needs have 
changed during that time.  The survey will be issued by e-mail to about 2,500 people, as well as 
traditional mail, and is expected to take about ten minutes to complete.  
 
Program:  Independently Speaking 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  April 11/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Kevin and Cheryl Smith, founders and co-directors of Blue Sky 
Community Services, which provides independent living skills development for people with 
intellectual or developmental disabilities.  Each individual participates in a program designed to 
help them work on skills they may need during a typical day in order to live a more independent 
life, such as social interaction, money management and employment readiness.  
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  April 18/5:02am 
Length:  7:04 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Joey Keys, regional director for the Better Business Bureau, 
discussing the opening of a new branch office in Cape Girardeau, Mo.  Mr. Keys explains how 
the area had already been served by an office in St. Louis; but this new office will be better able 
to target the southeast Missouri and southern Illinois area.  He also discusses how the BBB works 
with businesses and consumers in issuing information and reviews of local businesses, allows 
consumers to log complaints, as well as how businesses can obtain, and lose, accreditation by the 
BBB.  Mr. Keys also talks about how the BBB issues information on current scams and charity 
organizations.  Finally, Mr. Keys gives information on how the public can contact the BBB 
through their website or by phone.  
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  May 8/9:00pm 
Length:  1:38 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A new study reports that the average college graduate will have to pay back 
$35,000 in student loan debt.  The study adds that if the average graduate puts 8% of their post-
graduate salary towards their loans, it will take more than seventeen years to pay off their debt.  
Southeast Missouri State University students Chad Holloway and Taylour James discuss their 
stress and concerns about their financial futures following graduation.  Tips are given on how to 
pay off the debts quicker, such as: paying extra principle, taking advantage of any student loan 
tax deductions and choosing shorter repayment plans to avoid higher interest rates.  
 
Program:  Independently Speaking 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  May 9/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Jackie Cole, coordinator at Interpreter Referral Services.  Ms. Cole 
discusses efforts to help educate children that are deaf or have hearing difficulties.  Often the 
biggest obstacle to these children are their own parents who would prefer that the child learns 
how to read lips, rather than use sign language.  Ms. Cole also discusses the formation of the 
Cape “heart” ASL Club, which came together by accident following a community meeting.  The 
goals of the club are to help educate and equip the deaf community, as well as helping them be 
prepared in the event of an emergency.  She discusses that while the public has become more 
accepting of the deaf community, there are still many obstacles to be overcome. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  May 26/9:01pm 
Length:  1:44 
Source:  Local 
Description:  An invasive insect from Asia has been working its way across the country, and has 
now been found in Northern Illinois.  The brown stink bug not only gives off a pungent odor 
when it’s squashed; but also enjoys feeding on fruit.  Ron Soules, manager of Rendleman 
Orchard in Alto Pass, Il., says it’s not a matter of if they come; but when they come.  In the 
meantime, they are trying to learn as much as possible about this pest.  One option is releasing an 
Asian wasp that is a predator towards the stink bug.  The end result could mean higher fruit 
prices due to damaged fruit crops and the cost of fighting the insects. 
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ISSUE:  CONSUMER SERVICES & AWARENESS  Continued 

 
Program:  Independently Speaking 
Broadcast Dates/Times:  June 20/5:00am 
Length:  28:30 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Diane Mouser, transportation coordinator for SEMO Alliance for 
Disability Independence.  Ms. Mouser discusses the group’s shuttle service which services 
disabled residents in Cape Girardeau and Scott counties, as well as the costs and hours when the 
shuttle is available, which people are qualified to use the shuttle and how they can get registered. 
 Another service is the Shopping Shuttle, which offers disabled residents travel to various stores 
at a discounted price on predetermined days.  Also discussed is safety, emergency training for the 
drivers and shuttle operations during periods of inclement weather. 
 
 

ISSUE:  YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  June 3/9:07pm 
Length:  1:05 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at the Triple-D dance troop, made up of young girls in the Caruthersville, 
Mo., area.  Coach China Fonda says it’s intended to give them something positive that will help 
keep them out of trouble.  She adds that since the program began, she has seen many of the girls 
grow into strong, confident young women.  The girls practice two hours a day, five days a week.  
Craig Rodgers, owner of the practice facility, says he is happy to be able to help support youth in 
the community and this program helps the girls have a mentor, rather than a parole officer. 
 

 

ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

 
Program:  Ag PhD 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  Saturdays, April 4-June 27/8:00am 
Length:  30:00 
Source:  Syndicated 
Description:  This weekly half-hour series provides information to farmers about money-making 
and money-saving ideas to make their farms more successful.  Each week, the show offers 
information on topics in which the farmer can control, such as: how to pick the proper herbicides 
and fertilizers, and how to stop crop damaging insects and diseases. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  Continued 

 
Program:  Business Today – Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce Membership Drive 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  April 17/7:27am & 10:52am 
Length:  2:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Brenda Newbern 
to discuss the details of a membership drive for the Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce 
taking place April 17th through the 30th. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  June 1/9:02pm 
Length:  2:07 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Due to a strong interest in gambling businesses, the city of Carbondale, Il., has 
decided to grant licenses to five locations where the main source of revenue comes from slot 
machines.  Mayor John Henry says although there was a large number of applicants, he still has 
reservations, so the city will start with only five gambling businesses.  Mayor Henry adds that 
although he voted in favor of the expansion, he still has concerns over the effect these 
establishments will have on the city.  One such business, Lucky 13, has already opened a month 
ago, and patron Josh Stegel says he prefers playing there so he can avoid the bar scene, where 
slot machines were already allowed.  City leaders expect these businesses will add about 
$100,000 in revenue to the city’s budget next year. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  June 10/9:04pm 
Length:  1:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A look at a new program designed to help young people learn the needed skills to 
become an entrepreneur.  A meeting was held tonight in DuQuoin, Il., for Creating 
Entrepreneural Opportunities, or CEO, which invites young people to work with local businesses. 
 Perry County CEO President, Josh Huite, says the program is designed to help grow local 
businesses and talent.  He adds that it’s important to help develop and encourage future business 
leaders to help the Southern Illinois region grow.  Students from the DuQuoin and Pinckneyville 
high schools were selected to participate in the program, in which they will develop and carry out 
their own business plans. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMIC/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 23/9:12pm 
Length:  1:08 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The Missouri Department of Transportation is supporting an effort to increase 
barge shipping.  The plan would use barges to ship containers, thereby reducing the number of 
trucks on the highways, which would also relieve traffic congestion.  However Don Overbey, 
executive director of the SEMO Port Authority, says there is some down sides to the plan.  One 
is the speed.  An eleven hour trip by truck, from St. Louis to New Orleans, would take fifteen 
days by barge.  Plus they found it’s actually cheaper to use trucks.  The port has already looked 
into the possibility of using barges to ship cargo containers, and found that many businesses were 
not interested in paying the additional costs. 
 
  

ISSUE:  RELIGION 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  April 6/9:04pm 
Length:  0:41 
Source:  Local 
Description:  A Southern Illinois pastor is working on creating a support group for mothers and 
family members who have experienced the loss of an unborn or newborn child.  Pastor Robert 
Morwell, of the First United Methodist Church in Carterville, has dealt with this type of loss 
himself and saw the need for a support group in the area.  Pastor Morwell says this type of grief 
is different because you are not grieving for what you had lost; instead you grieve for what you 
could have had. 
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Dates/Time:  May 30/9:06pm 
Length:  1:00 
Source:  Local 
Description:  According to a recent survey, fewer young women are attending church.  The 
survey states that the number of 12th grade girls, who said they never attended church, has 
increased by 125% over the past four years.  Another survey states that overall people who claim 
to be Christian has declined by 8%.  According to Pastor’s Assistant Jared Sparks, of the 
Christian Covenant Fellowship in Carterville, Il., while the numbers may show a decline, the 
Christian message is still alive; and he knows of numerous young men and women who are 
working with their churches to help change their community. 
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION  
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 1/9:05pm 
Length:  1:57 
Source:  Local 
Description:  If passed, proposed budget cuts for the state of Illinois could mean the loss of over 
$30-million for Southern Illinois University.  Spokeswoman Rae Goldsmith says if there are cuts, 
they hope they aren’t at that size; but they still need to be prepared.  The hardest hit will be the 
Salukis athletic programs, which could lose $600,000.  Other areas affected are the student-ran 
TV station, counseling center and small business development programs.  One program, which 
could lose half of its funding, is the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute.  Director David Yepsen 
says it would be hard to survive, which is unfortunate since it’s his type of program which helps 
contribute to the full university experience.  
 

Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 3/9:02pm 
Length:  1:59 
Source:  Local 
Description:  In response to proposed state budget cuts, Southern Illinois University President 
Randy Dunn announced he is supporting a 6% tuition hike for incoming freshmen.  While SIU 
had been known for its lower cost, the hike will put it on par with other Illinois universities.  
Students Zach Barrett and Sarah Costello say one the reasons they came to SIU was the lower 
cost; and while they understand the reason for the rate hike, if they had to make a decision now 
on where they would go, they may have decided on a different school.  
 

Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 4/5:02am 
Length:  7:52 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Neil Glass, assistant superintendent for Cape Girardeau Public Schools, discusses a 
proposed $20-million school bond issue that will be up for vote on April 7th.  The funds from the 
bond will help finance renovations to the Junior High building, including dismantling the old 
gymnasium to make room for new administration offices and a new practice gym.  The funding 
will also help pay for additions to the Career and Technology Center, which will allow an 
increase in the number of available classes, and renovating the heating and air conditioning 
systems in the school buildings.  
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 9/9:05pm 
Length:  2:10 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Several parents gathered in protest at the Caruthersville High School following an 
incident in which one of the students was put in a chokehold.  Father Luther Robinson says he 
was shocked and angry when he learn of what happened, and still has not been told why it 
happened.  Superintendent J.J. Bullington says the school district doesn’t condone the teacher’s 
actions; and after an investigation, the teacher was put on suspension for five days.  Police Chief 
Tony Jones says he is still continuing his investigation, and once complete, the information will 
be sent to the Pemiscot County Prosecuting Attorney who will decide if any charges will be filed.  
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 23/9:33pm 
Length:  2:37 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Several Sikeston, Mo., parents believe their children are being punished because 
the parents refused to allow their children to take part in the statewide MAP test.  Their biggest 
issue is that they weren’t informed until after the tests were finished, that the children who opted 
out would not be allowed to participate in various rewards and celebrations, such as a pizza 
party.  One parent, Lisa Russell, says this wasn’t the case last year.  Some parents believe tests 
such as the MAP test are unconstitutional and do not want their child to participate. 

 

Program:  Business Today – Color Me Cape 5K Fun Run 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 24/7:27am & 10:52am 
Length:  2:00pm 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI’s daily local business spotlight featured an interview with Leau Deckard, 
with Quest Promotions, to promote the Color Me Cape 5K Fun Run, to be held May 2nd.  The fun 
run is being held to support the Quest Scholarship Program which was established to provide 
financial assistance to area high school seniors who have chosen to continue their education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 
 

ISSUE:  EDUCATION  Continued 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 25/5:02am 
Length:  7:09 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with A.J. Henderschott, outreach and education supervisor for the 
Missouri Department of Conservation.  Mr. Henderschott discusses the Cape Girardeau 
Conservation Campus and Nature Center, which has the goal of helping people connect with 
nature and the land, and help expose children to the outdoors.  Studies have shown that children 
who spend time outdoors tend to be better adjusted, have more control over their behavior and 
have lower difficulties with attention deficit disorders.  The center offers programs such as bird 
watching classes, frog walks and “discover nature” schools, which encourages children to go 
outside and learn more about what they find.  The Nature Center will hold a 10th anniversary 
celebration on May 2nd, where people can learn more about topics such as canoeing and archery. 

 

Program:  Focus on Southeast 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 13/5:02am 
Length:  10:24 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Dr. Debbie Below, Vice President of Enrollment Management and 
Dean of Students at Southeast Missouri State University.  Dr. Below discusses a number of 
topics concerning student life at the university, including Camp Redhawk, which targets first year 
students by helping them adjust to being a part of campus life.  She also discusses the 
university’s Task Force of Diversity Education, a student lead council designed to help create 
ways to address cultural diversity issues throughout the campus, including residents’ life, 
admission and financial services. 

 

Program:  Focus on Southeast 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 27/5:02am 
Length:  7:07 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Suzanne Omran, assistant director of International Educational 
Services for Southeast Missouri State University, discussing the purpose of her department to 
assist international students who come to the university to further their higher education.  Ms. 
Omran’s group assists international students from registration to graduation, starting with helping 
with visas and immigration issues, to helping them with orientation issues when they arrive on 
campus, whether it’s adjusting to American food or living arrangements, or learning to adapt to a 
different style of studying and education methods.  Ms. Omran’s group also works with domestic 
students who want to further their education by studying abroad, where also they will assist with 
obtaining the proper visas and papers, while advising them on any cultural issues that may arise 
in the country they will be visiting. 

 

 



16 
 

ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT 

 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 4/5:10am 
Length:  10:27 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Cape Girardeau County Commissioner Charlie Herbst discusses a project to help 
rehabilitate and consolidate some of the county’s facilities following the input of a citizen’s 
committee, which used information provided by an architectural firm which surveyed current 
buildings owned by the county, as well as projections of county needs during the next twenty-five 
years.  Recommendations by the committee include the construction of a new courthouse to 
replace the existing administration building, construction of a parking garage, and renovations to 
the courthouse in Jackson.  Not only would the project create more working space; but would 
also alleviate safety concerns and access for handicapped persons.  Mr. Herbst adds that the 
committee also suggested financing the project with a one-percent use tax, which will be on the 
April 7th ballot. 
 
Program:  This Week in Missouri Politics 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 5-June28/10:00am 
Length:  30:00 
Source:  Syndicated 
Description:  Produced by The Missouri Times, this weekly half-hour series features interviews 
and panel discussions with a variety of political leaders and newswriters from around the state, in 
order to give deeper insight into the political processes and policy-making in the state capitol. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 6/9:14am 
Length:  8:14 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Cape Girardeau Assistant City Manager Molly Hood to discuss the 
city’s Transportation Trust Fund, a half-cent sales tax to fund infrastructure and transportation 
needs.  The next round of the T.T.F. will come up for a vote soon, and Ms. Hood invites 
residents to a series of public meetings to observe what the T.T.F. has financed during the past 
couple of decades, and the plans for what the next round of the fund will target.  While the T.T.F. 
has in the past been used to finance large city street projects, this next round is expected to differ 
in that it will largely go towards maintenance of already existing roads and streets. 
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ISSUE:  GOVERNMENT  Continued 

 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 22/9:07pm 
Length:  0:54 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The city of Mt. Vernon, Il., has earmarked thirteen condemned buildings for 
destruction.  City representative Nathan McKenna says some of the buildings have been vacant 
for more than five years, and adds that the city has already demolished 85 buildings since 2008, 
in an effort to discourage trespassing and crime that is attracted to vacant buildings.  
Neighborhood resident Frank Shram says he’ll feel more secure after demolition is completed, 
and it will allow new houses or businesses to build in the location. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 25/9:03pm 
Length:  1:38 
Source:  Local 
Description:  The city of Marion, Il., has joined the digital world with its own app.  People who 
use the app can report problems around the city, such as potholes, cracked sidewalks and graffiti. 
 Since its launch in April, about 90% of the problems reported through the app have been fixed.  
Marion’s Information Technology Director, Terance Henry says the app was designed to help 
residents have better access to city leaders, and so far it has worked well.  Plus people can report 
problems 24 hours/7 days a week, and know that it will get to the proper person.  The app also 
provides contact information to all departments, allows residents to pay their water bill and stay 
up to date on city events. 
 
Program:  News at 9 on FOX23 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 26/9:04pm 
Length:  2:19 
Source:  Local 
Description:  After the Supreme Court ruled that same-sex marriage is legal, a look at how local 
governments are adjusting.  In Kentucky, at the McCracken County court house, as soon as they 
learned of the decision, marriage license forms were adjusted, no longer asking for the names of 
the bride and groom; instead it now asks for “First Party” and “Second Party.”  McCracken 
County Deputy Clerk Lyne Dickey says they already received some curious callers; but so far no 
one has turned in a completed form.  In Missouri, local county clerks say they are not yet 
accepting license applications, citing a statement from the state’s Recorders office saying that a 
Supreme Court order takes twenty-five days to go into effect, and that counties may issues 
licenses; but are not yet required.  In the meantime, county clerks are being asked to review their 
procedures and paperwork before being in compliance by the twenty-five day deadline. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
The following miscellaneous items aired on KBSI during the quarter.  While not fitting into one 
of the previous listed issues, they did provide information of a public service nature to the 
viewers. 
 
Program:  Cape Chronicle 
Broadcast Date/Time:  April 18/5:19am 
Length:  7:02 
Source:  Local 
Description:  Interview with Chris Hrabik, owner of Apple Creek Metal Works in 
Sedgewickville, Mo.  Mr. Hrabik discusses how he began doing metal work in spite of an 
accident that has left him confined to a wheelchair and limited use of one arm.  Examples are 
shown of metal sculptures and custom work that he has created for local businesses and friends.  
He also discusses how he has also become involved in racing rally cars, and how he tries to use 
his experiences to try to inspire other accident victims, as well as speaking at high schools about 
road safety. 
 
Program:  River Campus Summer Arts Festival PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 6-25/various 
Length:  10-20 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  KBSI produced and aired PSAs to promote the annual River Campus Summer Arts 
Festival, including the production of the musical, “Seussical.” 
 
Program:  Tunes at Twilight PSAs 
Broadcast Date/Time:  June 3-19/various 
Length:  5 sec 
Source:  Local 
Description:  In conjunction with Old Town Cape, KBSI produced and aired spots supporting the 
organization’s annual summer tourism project of free music concerts held in downtown Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


