
Below is a list of the significant issues reported by KCOW 1400-AM, 92.5FM, KAAQ 105.9FM, 
and KCNB 94.7FM in Alliance, Nebraska along with siginificant programming treatment on those 
issues for the Second Quarter April 1 - June 30, 2020

______________________________________________________________________________
__

Carhenge remains open, visitors urged to use social distancing...April 2...6am, 7am, 8am, 
12noon news...(Approx. 30 sec.) 
The City of Alliance has announced that Carhenge will remain open to the public and visitors are 
allowed to walk around the monument. Please practice social distancing guidelines for yourself 
and others’ safety. The Pit Stop Gift Shop will be closed until further notice and future plans will 
be reassessed in the coming weeks.

Governor orders Nebraska schools to remain closed to kids...April 3...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news...(Approx. 30sec.)
The governor has ordered Nebraska schools to remain closed to students through May 31 as 
officials reported that the state's COVID-19 death toll has risen to five. Students have been 
taking their lessons at home via online classes since schools began closing last month. Gov. Pete 
Ricketts' order Wednesday ensures the children won't be returning to the close quarters of 
their classrooms.

United Way of Western Nebraska launches COVID-19 community compassion fund...April 
3...6am...7am...8am...12noon news...(Approx. 30sec.)
United Way of Western Nebraska is launching a relief fund, the COVID-19 Community 
Compassion Fund, to help organizations and individuals most in need of assistance. This fund 
was made possible by a very generous $10,000 lead grant from First National Bank of Omaha. 
United Way of Western Nebraska is now accepting donations to this fund.

City Council addresses residents of Alliance with COVID-19 letter...April 6...6am, 7am, 8am, 
12noon news...6am...7am...8am...12noon news...(Approx. 30 sec.)
City Council members understand that the COVID-19 Pandemic and the Directed Health 
Measure (DHM) issued by Governor Ricketts continue to impact our community. Panhandle 
Public Health District and Region 23 Emergency Management, along with the State of Nebraska 
serves as advisory organizations in charge of the pandemic response to protect our 
community’s health and safety. To assist the public, City staff has compiled links to various 
resources at the state, local and federal levels specific to this emergency for the purpose of 
connecting people with available pandemic resources. Please visit www.cityofalliance.net to 
access these links. n addition, City staff has taken measures to continue to serve our community 
including: expanded accommodations for customers who have difficulties paying their utility 
bills due to the COVID-19 emergency; deferral of payments and suspension of interest on 
Economic Development Loans for three months; grab-and-go books and videos from the library; 
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grab-and-go meals for seniors from the Senior Center; as well as continuing to provide essential 
services.

Box Butte Co. Election Drop Box ready to be used...April 22...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news...(Approx. 30sec.)
The Box Butte County Election Drop Box arrived approximately 11:30 a.m. on April 21.
The Election Drop Box is located in the Alliance Police Department parking lot directly behind 
the Box Butte County courthouse.
"We have issued more ballots already than the total of ballots voted on in the May 2018 
Primary," said Judy Messersmith, Box Butte Co. Clerk/Election Commissioner. "Box Butte 
County residents are liking this voting by mail. The turn out is fabulous at this 
time."Messersmith stated it takes a team of county employees to make this primary election 
happen during uncertain times with the pandemic.

Alliance Police Department apprehends wanted suspect...May 4...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news...(Approx. 30sec.)
Rueben Mendez is wanted on multiple Scotts Bluff County warrants that include charges of 
stalking and domestic assault.   There are also pending charges following a pursuit that began at 
4:22pm in Minatare this afternoon.  A Minatare officer recognized Mendez, knew that he was 
wanted, and made a traffic stop on the vehicle he was driving.  After stopping briefly, Mendez 
fled the scene. A pursuit by the Minatare officer and Scotts Bluff County Deputies ensued with 
speeds reaching up to 100 mph. The pursuit was in rural areas east and north of Minatare, and 
was eventually terminated near County Road L and County Road 35 due to poor visibility. 
Scottsbluff County Sheirff Mark Overman said, We appreciate the efforts of the Alliance Police 
Department who arrested Rueben Mendez this morning without incident at a local motel. 
Although he initially denied his identity, the officers noted that his neck tattoo with his name 
was difficult to hide. Box Butte and Scotts Bluff County Deputies are working to return him to 
the Scotts Bluff County Detention Center.    

PPHD: Please continue important prevention as we move to a new phase...May 5...6am, 7am, 
8am, 12noon news...(Approx. 30sec.)
Today marks the “soft opening” of restaurants, salons, and other businesses and services that 
have been closed in an effort to stop the spread of COVID-19. Unified Command asks that we all 
remain extra cautious as we move to this new phase. Throughout the month of May, we are 
reminding people to respect the following to keep Nebraska healthy: Wear a mask when 
possible. Wash your hands frequently. Wash your hands with soap for at least 20 seconds and 
sanitize when available. Monitor your symptoms. If you experience a cough, fever, shortness of 
breath, headache, sore throat, chills, muscle pain, or loss of taste or smell call your doctor, 
clinic, or our 24/7 line at 308-262-5764 before going.

BNSF announces mechanical closures affecting Guernsey, Alliance...May 
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8...6am...7am...8am...12noon news...(Approx.30sec.)
A BNSF employee, on condition of anonymity, provided the following BNSF letter to Panhandle 
Post. The letter was released to employees on May 6. 
"In response to changing demand for service, BNSF has made the decision to close maintenance 
facilities in Glendive, Montana and Guernsey and the Donkey Creek facility in Wyoming. 
Additionally, other mechanical positions will be impacted in Alliance and Lincoln, Nebraska; 
Mandan and Minot, North Dakota; Topeka, Kansas; and Superior, Wisconsin."

Panhandle Drive-thru COVID-19 testing schedule...June 3....6am...7am...8am...12noon 
news...(Approx. 30sec.)
Testing avaible in Chadron, Alliance, Scottsbluff, Oshkosh, and Sidney. Go to 
panhandlepost.com for testing schedules. You can also sign up at testnebraska.com

Heritage Days in Alliance to continue with restrictions...June 5...6am...7am...8am...12noon 
news...(Approx. 30sec.)
Heritage Days 2020, Alliance Strong, will not be the traditional events we’ve done in the past.
Frazier Shows of America has terminated their contract this year due to COVID-19 and current 
Directive Health Measures.
There will also be no food vendors in the 300 block of Box Butte.
We still want to celebrate Alliance during this time and have come up with some alternate 
events.

City of Alliance to pick up tree branches from recent wind storm...June 
9...6am...7am...8am...12noon news...(Approx. 30sec.)
Due to the recent wind storm on Saturday, June 6 there are a lot of tree branches down around 
town. The City asks that you move these branches on to the parkade and we will have crews 
come by and pick them up.
Branch and limb pick up will continue until noon on Friday, June 12.
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