
Below is a list of the significant issues reported by KCOW 1400-AM, 92.5FM, KAAQ 105.9FM, 
and KCNB 94.7FM in Alliance, Nebraska along with siginificant programming treatment on those 
issues for the First Quarter January 1 -  March 31, 2020

______________________________________________________________________________
___

Prescribed fire workshops scheduled in January....Jan. 9...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon news 
(Approx. 30 sec) 
A series of workshops across the state will provide information for completing safe and 
effective prescribed fires. Workshops, scheduled for 9 a.m.-4 p.m., will be held Jan. 15 at the 
Red Cloud Community Center, Jan. 16 at Lincoln’s Lancaster County University of Nebraska-
Lincoln Extension, Jan. 17 at Thedford’s Upper Loup Natural Resources District (NRD), Jan. 21 at 
Scottsbluff’s North Platte NRD, and Jan. 23 at Norfolk’s Northeast Community College Lifelong 
Learning Center. 

Nebraska voters can soon request early primary ballots...Jan. 13...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec)
Nebraska voters who want to cast an early ballot in the upcoming primary election can request 
their ballot as early as next week. The Nebraska secretary of state's office says Monday is the 
first day to request an early ballot for the May 12 election. Secretary of State Bob Evnen says 
counties that receive requests for early ballots will maintain a list, and those ballots will be 
among the first ones mailed on April 6.

United Way holding 'Warm Feet Happy Heart Sock Drive'...Jan. 15...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec )
United Way Sock Drive! Drop off new socks at: Alliance -Box Butte Public Employees Federal 
Credit Union, Western Heritage Federal Credit Union, Consumers Cooperative Federal Credit 
Union. Hemingford,- Hemingford Federal Credit Union, Scottsbluff - Western Heritage Federal 
Credit Union, Sugar Workers Federal Credit Union

Lake McConaughy patrons oppose changes to limit visitors...Jan. 20...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec. ) 
Hundreds of people showed up for a meeting at the Lake McConaughy Visitor Center in Ogallala 
to protest proposed changes that would drastically limit overnight campers and beachgoers at 
the lake. The proposal discussed at Thursday's meeting came from the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission following complaints about overcrowding and rowdy behavior last Fourth of 
July. The proposal goes far beyond what locals and lake visitors had in mind when they called 
for change. Most people at Thursday's meeting said they wanted more law enforcement and 
greater attention to checkpoints, not a crackdown to limit access to the lake. Critics say the 
commission's plan would deliver an economic blow to local businesses.
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Poverty in Box Butte County continues to rise...Feb. 10...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon news 
(Approx. 30 sec)
Box Butte County, with 11,000 residents, has about 1,200 people living in poverty, according to 
PovertyUSA.org.  5.3% of our population live in deep poverty, which means they earn less than 
half the amount the government defines as the poverty threshold. Women are more than twice 
as likely to live in poverty in Box Butte County than men are.  And almost three thousand of our 
county’s children live in poverty! Luckily, there are programs that help, and there are caring 
people in our community seeking answers.  Alliance has a Task Force on Poverty, with members 
from local churches, government, community agencies, and other volunteers. In June this group 
will be hosting a national program, Bridges out of Poverty, a research-based framework of 
concepts, tools, and resources that equip people to reconsider how they approach their clients, 
their constituents, their neighbors, and their community. Bridges out of Poverty has been 
offered in Scottsbluff and Chadron in the past few years, with tremendous results.

Gering police seek information on missing teen...Feb. 19...6am...7am...8am...12noon news 
(Approx. 30 sec)
The Gering Police Department is seeking information from the public on missing teen Danielle 
Berger. Berger was last seen Feb. 14 on Country Club Road in Gering. The public is asked to call 
the Gering Police Department is you know the whereabouts of Berger. 

Alliance council vote to have 1/2 ¢ sales tax increase, citizens will decide on May ballot...Feb. 
19...6am...7am...8am...12noon news (Approx. 30 sec)
*Alliance City Manager Jeff Sprock spoke on-air on KCOW*
The Alliance City Council voted once again to allow the placement of an additional 1/2 ¢ sales 
tax on the ballot for the May primary election.
At the beginning of Feb. council voted the first sales tax resolution down because that money 
would only be allocated for street projects. With this new proposal 75% of the money would be 
used for street projects while the other 25% will be used for future infrastructure projects. 
"The whole time the council has been deliberating about this, council has always been in favor 
of putting forth a 1/2 ¢ sales tax. There was some differences among council on how that sales 
tax would be used," said Alliance City Manager, Jeff Sprock. "Council was able to come up with a 
compromise. 75% of the those funds would go into the streets projects. 25% of those funds 
would go into streets or if there was a super majority of council, 25% could be used on some 
other infrastructure project. Things like streets, water mains, sewer mains, storm sewer mains, 
upkeep of our city buildings...those type of things." 

Authorities looking for two missing people in the panhandle...Feb. 25...6am, 7am, 8am, 
12noon news (Approx. 30 sec)
The Scottsbluff Police Department and the Scotts Bluff County Sheriff’s Office are investigating 
missing person reports that may be related.
The Scottsbluff Police Department received a report of a missing 18-year-old female, Maci Baily 
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on Friday February 21st, 2020. In this report Maci was last seen on or about Tuesday February 
18th, 2020 in Scottsbluff, NE. The Scotts Bluff County Sheriff’s Office received a report of 29-
year-old male Beau Gealy on Saturday February 22nd, 2020. Beau has also not been seen or 
heard from for several days prior to this report. Beau was last known to be in Scottsbluff on 
Tuesday February 18th.

BBGH: Keep calm and wash your hands, COVID-19 tips...March 4...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec)
Just like with these illnesses, the main and best defense against the virus that causes COVID-19 
at the moment is frequent hand hygiene. Washing your hands for at least 20 seconds with soap 
and water is one of the easiest and most effective things you can do to prevent illness. If soap 
and water aren’t available, an alcohol-based hand sanitizer is the next best option. Both the 
Center for Disease Control and Panhandle Public Health District strongly urge frequent and 
thorough hand hygiene to help prevent the spread of illnesses, including the virus causing 
COVID-19.

NDOT delays Alliance 3rd Street Project due to high bids, railroad underpass 
continues...March 4...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon news (Approx. 30 sec)
*Alliance City Manager Jeff Sprock spoke on-air on KCOW*
The Alliance City Council had a long discussion on March 3 on the Alliance 3rd Street Project and 
railroad underpass. The Nebraska Department of Transportation planned for improvements to 
3rd Street/Highway 2 from Cody to Elkhorn this fiscal year, but due to higher than anticipated 
contract bids NDOT made the decision to delay the majority of the project. NDOT will continue 
with repairs to the railroad underpass on west 3rd Street between WESTCO and Wonderful 
Kitchen restaurant. The State of Nebraska will be paying for the complete construction project 
for the railroad underpass. "The One and Six Year Street Plan shows to the state what we have 
planned for street improvement," said Alliance City Manager, Jeff Sprock. " On the One Year 
Street plan we had the 3rd Street Project...the Cody East Project is what we've been calling it. 
That was a major overlay project partnering with the State of Nebraska to get 3rd street 
redone. It's important to know how much the control the city has and how much control the 
state has when it comes to city government. We [City of Alliance] don't have a lot of control on 
3rd Street...3rd Street is a state highway. That is their [State of Nebraska] jurisdiction. They have 
complete control over improvements on that section of street."

City of Alliance to close facilities briefly...March 11...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon news (Approx. 
30 sec)
The City of Alliance will be closed Thursday morning March 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. for 
an all employee meeting.

PPHD: Remain calm, protect yourself and your community...March 12...6am, 7am, 8am, 
12noon news (Approx. 30 sec)
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The risk for contracting COVID-19 remains low in the Panhandle. There are no known cases at 
this time. We recommend that you call Panhandle Public Health District (308-262-5764) if you 
develop a fever and symptoms of respiratory illness, such as cough or difficulty breathing, and 
have been in close contact with a person known to have COVID-19 or have recently traveled to 
an area with ongoing spread. Chadron Community hospital asks that you call 308-432-5586 
before seeking health care. It is important that health care providers know you are coming so 
that proper precautions can be in place.

Eagle Radio studios in Alliance, Chadron closed to public...March 19...6am, 7am, 8am, 12noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec)
The spread of the COVID-19 virus has changed daily life for virtually all Americans. Social 
distancing has become the order of the day as homes, schools and businesses do what's needed 
to make health and safety a priority. At our Eagle Radio offices and studios in Alliance and 
Chadron, we have enacted some steps for the safety of our staff and members of the 
community who interact with our radio stations and website. As of today, our Alliance and 
Chadron studios are closed to guests. Those who would ordinarily visit our studios for an 
interview or other recording will be rescheduled, or call in for an interview.
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