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HEALTH OVERHAUL LAST MINUTE
VO: 30
A blizzard, jammed phone lines and unreliable websites failed to stop throngs of procrastinating Americans from 
trying to sign up for health coverage by the midnight Monday deadline for President Barack Obama's signature 
domestic policy initiative. In Louisiana, wait times for callers lasted up to two hours. Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Tennessee received nearly 1,900 calls by midday compared with about 800 the previous Monday. And in 
California, where enrollments surged toward the Obama administration's original projection of 1.3 million, the 
deadline day volume forced the state exchange to switch off a key function on its website and encourage people 
to finish their applications in the days ahead. Across the nation, the interest in getting health insurance and 
avoiding a federal tax penalty was made clear in interviews with enrollment counselors and consumers. "I have 
not had a physical in over 15 years," said Dionne Gilbert, a 51-year-old uninsured woman from Denver who waited 
in a 90-minute line to get enrollment assistance. "I told myself, `You need to do this. Your daughter loves you and 
needs you."'

CHILDREN-RACIAL GAP
VO: 30
A new report says that in every region in America, white and Asian children are far better positioned for success 
than black, Latino and American Indian children. The report is being released Tuesday by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, which for decades has worked to improve child well-being in the United States. The report looks at 12 
indicators measuring a child's success from birth to adulthood, including reading and math proficiency, high school 
graduation data, teen birthrates and employment prospects. Asian children scored the highest, followed by white 
children, Latino children and American-Indian kids. African-American children scored the lowest. Casey 
Foundation president Patrick McCarthy says the findings are "a call to action that requires serious and sustained 
attention from the private, nonprofit, philanthropic and government sectors to create equitable opportunities for 
children of color."  

DIET SODA MAY HURT THE HEART
VO: 26
Older healthy women who consume two or more diet drinks per day are at higher risk for heart attack, stroke and 
other cardiovascular problems, according to a new study presented this week at the American College of 
Cardiology's 63rd Annual Scientific Session in Washington D.C. These women were 30 percent more likely to 
experience a cardiovascular event and 50 percent more likely to die from a disease associated with heart 
problems than women who rarely -- or never -- drank artificially flavored beverages.  The study of 59,614 post-
menopausal women is based on data from the Women's Health Initiative Observational Study and is, thus far, the 
largest study conducted on heart health and diet beverage consumption. The researchers used questionnaires to 
assess consumption of diet drinks over the prior three months, and then administered a follow-up questionnaire a 

year later.  The researchers categorized the women into four groups based on the number of 12-ounce size 
beverages regularly consumed: two or more diet drinks a day, five to seven diet drinks per week, one to four diet 
drinks per week, and zero to three diet drinks per month. 

NEW ARIZONA ABORTION LAWS IN EFFECT TODAY
VO: 30
A new guideline on r-u-486, known as the abortion pill, goes into effect in arizona today . the rule was created 
under a state bill in 2012. doctors used to be able to prescribe the pill for women through the ninth week of 
pregnancy. under the new, tighter guideline, it can only be prescribed through the seventh week of pregnancy. last 
week, a federal judge denied planned parenthood's request for an injunction on the change.
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NOTHING TO REPORT

=====================================================

04/03/14

VITAMIN D BENEFITS
MARIA EUGENIA PAYAN -  MIAMI, FLORIDA
PKG: 1:30
A new report says you can cut your risk of cancer and heart disease by paying closer attention to a vitamin --
vitamin "d." it's a spring ritual: getting re-acquainted with the sun. and a critical one too the major new study of 
nearly one million people...finds the lower  your vitamin d levels, the higher  your risk for certain diseases... 
including a 35 percent increased risk of death from heart disease and a 14 percent increase in death from cancer 

vitamin d not only helps block a host of major illnesses...it can boost your  heartand even stregnthen your bones. 
this while an estimated two-thirds of the population isn't getting enough.

ORGANIC FOOD DOES NOT REDUCE WOMEN'S RISK OF CANCER
VO: 30 
Women who mostly or always eat organic foods have the same overall chance of developing cancer as women 
who never eat it, according to a new study from the UK's University of Oxford and published in the British Journal 
of Cancer that followed over 600,000 middle-aged women for nearly a decade. One of the investigators, Tim Key, 
professor of epidemiology and deputy director of the Cancer Epidemiology Unit at Oxford, says: "In this large 
study of middle-aged women in the UK we found no evidence that a woman's overall  cancer risk was decreased if 
she generally ate organic food." In the European Union, the US, Canada, Mexico, Japan and other countries, to 
produce and market organic food you have to obtain a special licence.  The word "organic" and the standards that 

apply to it are slightly different in various countries, but generally it forbids the use of synthetic pesticides and 
chemical fertilizers in the production of food. Outside the organic movement, pesticides are widely used in 
agriculture, and there are concerns that residues from these get into the food chain and could increase the risk of 
cancer. But so far, the evidence for this is not strong enough to give any clear answers.

CHRYSLER RECALLING 870,000 SUVS FOR BRAKE DEFECT
VO: 24
Chrysler is recalling nearly 870,000 SUVs because corrosion may make the vehicles' brakes harder to use. Jeep 
Grand Cherokee and Dodge Durango SUVs from the 2011 through 2014 model years are involved. Chrysler says 
crimp joints in the brake boosters can corrode if they're exposed to water. If the water freezes, the boosters won't 
aid braking as they usually do. Chrysler began investigating after some customers said their brakes felt too firm 

when pressed down. The company knows of one accident, but no injuries, due to the defect. Dealers will install a 
shield to protect the boosters for free and replace boosters that aren't working properly. Chrysler has since 
changed the design to make the boosters more corrosion resistant.  Chrysler will notify owners of the recall, which 
involves 867,795 vehicles.

=====================================================

04/04/14

CDC: E-CIGRRETES' LIQUID NICOTINE POISONING
VO: 35

Health officials are reporting a surge in the number of liquid nicotine poisonings from e-cigarettes. and children are 
particularly at risk. that's according to a centers for disease control and prevention report released thursday. the 
report reveals that calls to poison control centers about e-cigarettes have shot up... from about one per month as 
of september 2010... to approximately 215 per month as of this february. more than half of the february calls 
involved children age five or younger. poison experts warn that nicotine in its concentrated liquid form is 
significantly toxic, even in small doses.  e-cigarettes are not required to be childproof and with flavors like 
spearmint, banana and bubble gum -- they can be appealing to kids.  liquid nicotine poisoning can occur from 
ingestion, inhalation or skin absorption.

BRIGHT LIGHT - EARLY AND OFTEN - LINKED TO LOWER BMI, STUDY FINDS 
VO: 26
To maximize your chances of fighting flab, new research offers some simple advice: Wake up early and go 
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outside. People who loaded up on light exposure at the beginning of the day were most likely to have a lower body 
mass index, according to a study published Wednesday in the journal PLOS ONE. That relationship between 
morning light and BMI as independent of how many calories the study participants consumed. It may sound crazy, 

but there is sound scientific evidence to back up the link. Circadian rhythm plays an important role in regulating 
metabolism, and studies have shown that exposure to morning light can influence body fat and the hormones that 
regulate appetite. In one study, for instance, sleep-deprived subjects whose levels of the hormones leptin and 
ghrelin were out of whack saw those levels improve after being exposed to light for two hours  after waking up. In 
another study, obese women who were exposed to bright light for at least 45 minutes  between the hours of 6 a.m. 
and 9 a.m. dropped some of their body fat after three weeks.

=====================================================

04/07/14

OBAMACARE SURVEY
VO :27
A major new survey finds that a growing percentage of Americans gained health insurance as sign-up season for 
President Barack Obama's health care law drew to a close. The Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index, released 
Monday, finds that the share of adults without health insurance dropped from 17.1 percent at the end of last year 
to 15.6 percent for the first three months of 2014. That would translate roughly to more than 3.5 million uninsured 
people gaining coverage.  The trend accelerated in March, as the enrollment deadline loomed. The polling firm 
says the results indicate that the health care law appears to be accomplishing its goal of increasing the share of 
Americans with health insurance. Gallup surveyed more than 43,500 adults from January 2 to March 31. 

GM RECALL REPAIRS BEGIN MONDAY
VO: 22
General motors is about to start repairs on the millions of vehicles at the center of a controversial recall. the 
owners of six g-m models can bring their vehicles to a dealer to fix the ignition switch beginning monday. the first 
repairs are available for model years 2003 through 2007. the models include the chevy cobalt... the h-h-r... the 
pontiac g-5 and solstice...  and the saturn ion and sky. other models will be added at a later date. the faulty ignition 
switch is tied to at least 13 deaths.

=====================================================

04/08/14

MIDSIZE SUVS-CRASH TESTS

VO: 32
Only two of nine midsize SUVs got the highest rating in crash tests done by an insurance industry group. The 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety says General Motors' Chevrolet Equinox and GMC Terrain received its 
highest, or "good," rating. The Toyota Highlander got the second-best "acceptable" rating in tests of 2014 models. 
The institute says the Jeep Grand Cherokee, Toyota 4Runner and Ford Explorer got "marginal" ratings, while the 
Kia Sorento, Mazda CX-9 and Honda Pilot all were rated "poor." The SUVs generally performed well on six crash 
tests done by the institute, but only the Equinox and Terrain got "good" ratings in a front overlap crash. That test 
mimics what happens when a car's front corner collides with another vehicle or an object like a utility pole.

FORD RECALLS 435K VEHICLES 
VO: 25
The bigger recall impacts 386,000 Escape SUVs built between 2001 and 2004. According to Ford there may be a 
corrosion issue with the vehicles' subframe that would cause the lower control arm to separate, and potentially 
lead to diminished steering control. The automaker says it's aware of one crash that may be related to the 
problem. There were no injuries. Dealers will install a reinforcement crossbrace to resolve the issue. Most of the 
recalled vehicles are located in 20 states and the District of Columbia, where road salt is used throughout the 
winter.  The states are Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, West 
Virginia and Wisconsin.  About 37,000 of the Escapes are in Canada. 

SEVERE OBESITY ON KIDS
VO: 34
The decline of childhood obesity rates seen in a couple of recent studies    may be nothing more than an illusion, 
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according to a new study published Monday in JAMA Pediatrics. The researchers looked at data from more than 
26,000 children age 2 to 19 in the United States who participated in the National Health and Nutrition Examination 
Survey. They found that rates of overweight and obese children have been trending upward since 1999, with 

significant increases seen recently in the number of severely obese children. Severe childhood obesity rates have 
more than doubled since 1999, according to the study. In 1999-2000, less than 1% of children fell into the Class 3 
obesity category - meaning they had a body mass index 140% higher than their peers. In 2011-2012, 2.1% of 
children were in the same category. An additional 5.9% met the criteria for Class 2 obesity.

BLOOD PRESSURE ASPIRIN PRECLAMPSY
VO: 26
Now to a health alert tonight about women and pregnancy. word that a simple drug - probably in your medicine 
cabinet right now - can protect expectant mothers and their babies -- from a condition that strikes millions and can 
be deadly. abc's senior medical contributor -- a veteran  it was pre-eclampsia a life-threatening condition for both 
mother and babywhen the woman's  blood pressure is abnormally highit can mean organ failure, seizure,  preterm 

delivery even death you may remember it as the subject in "downtown abbey". obstetrician.

PARALYSIS TREATMENT
VO: 23
Three years ago, doctors reported that zapping a paralyzed man's spinal cord with electricity allowed him to stand 
and move his legs. Now they've done the same with three other patients, suggesting their original success was no 
fluke. Experts say it's a promising development but warn that the experimental treatment isn't a cure. When the 
implanted device is activated, the men can wiggle their toes, lift their legs and stand briefly. But they aren't able to 
walk and still use wheelchairs to get around. "There is no miracle cure on the way," said Peter Ellaway, an 
emeritus professor of physiology at Imperial College London, who had no role in the study. "But this could 
certainly give paralyzed people more independence and it could still be a life-changer for them." In a new study 
published Tuesday in the British journal Brain, researchers gave an update on Rob Summers, of Portland, 

Oregon, the first to try the treatment, and described successful results for all three of the other men who have tried 
it. All had been paralyzed from below the neck or chest for at least two years from a spinal cord injury. 

=====================================================

04/09/14

JAPAN-TOYOTA-RECALL
VO: 24
Toyota is recalling 6.39 million vehicles globally for a variety of problems spanning nearly 30 models in Japan, the 
U.S., Europe and other places. No injuries or crashes have been reported that are related to the recalls, but 

there've been two fires connected to a defective engine starter. Twenty-seven Toyota models are being recalled, 
as well as the Pontiac Vibe and Subaru Trezia, made in conjunction with Toyota. 

MATHEMATICS IN SUPERMARKET FOR KIDS
ANA CAQAS - NUEVA YORK
INTERVIEW 4:00
"New studies show that a sense of numbers and quantities starts to develop very early in life. Babies and toddlers 
begin to learn early mathematical concepts from conversations and interactions with their parents and caregivers. 
And much like learning new words, math concepts are best learned when parents and caregivers repeat them to 
children every day in conversation." "Children who begin elementary school without basic math concepts struggle 
to understand math as they age. In fact, recent research has shown that children who begin first grade with a 

numeracy gap have a hard time catching up to their peers."

=====================================================

04/10/14

EPIDURAL STIMULATION HELPS PARAPLEGICS 
DRA. CLAUDIA ANGELI - NEW YORK
INTERVIEW 4:00
Four paralyzed men who underwent an experimental treatment involving electric current were able to move their 
limbs and regain some control of their bowel and bladder function. The revolutionary new treatment is being hailed 
as "groundbreaking" by experts. They say the results of the study, which will be published today in the journal 
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Brain, are an important first step toward an eventual cure for spinal cord injury. Researchers say the electrical 
device's "zapping" of the spinal cord helps it receive simple commands from the brain - even though doctors had 
long assumed those connections were beyond repair. While the patients in the study still use wheelchairs and are 
only able to move their limbs while the electrical current is in place, they say that the ability to once again make 
voluntary movements has changed their lives.

=====================================================

04/11/14

NOTHING TO REPORT

=====================================================

04/14/14

MEN AND WOMEN ARE EQUALLY GOOD AT READING PARTNERS' SEXUAL SATISFACTION, NEW STUDY 
FINDS
VO: 30
Sally's very loud - and very fake - public orgasm in the film "When Harry Met Sally" was her emphatic way of 
proving that Harry has no clue if the revolving door of women he sleeps with are satisfied or not. Although the jury 
is still out on one-night stands, a new study of relationships  by Canadian psychologists has found that men and 
women are equally good at picking up on their partners' sexual satisfaction. If you're in a committed partnership, 
your lover already knows how much you're enjoying yourself in bed - so no need to start using Sally-esque 
theatrics to get your point across, in other words.  But, for better or worse, the study results also mean that you 
probably can't hide dissatisfaction with your sex life well, either.  The researchers surveyed members of 84 
heterosexual married or cohabiting Canadian couples on their own levels of sexual satisfaction, as well as what 
they perceived their partners' to be. 

=====================================================

04/15/14

TAXES DEADLINE
VO: 27
As millions of Americans race to meet Tuesday's tax deadline, their chances of getting audited are lower than they 
have been in years. Budget cuts and new responsibilities are straining the Internal Revenue Service's ability to 
police tax returns. This year, the IRS will have fewer agents auditing returns than at any time since at least the 
1980s. Taxpayer services are suffering, too, with millions of phone calls to the IRS going unanswered. "We keep 
going after the people who look like the worst of the bad guys," IRS Commissioner John Koskinen said in an 
interview. "But there are going to be some people that we should catch, either in terms of collecting the revenue 
from them or prosecuting them, that we're not going to catch." Better technology is helping to offset some budget 
cuts. If you report making $40,000 in wages and your employer tells the IRS you made $50,000, the agency's 
computers probably will catch that. The same is true for investment income and many common deductions that 
are reported to the IRS by financial institutions.

STUDY: DADS POSPARTUM DEPRESSION
VO: 31
According to a new study, men who become fathers at a young age can also develop symptoms of postpartum 
depression, Time reported. Published in the journal Pediatrics, the study tracked 10,623 young men for about 20 
years, keeping score of their depression symptoms. Men who entered fatherhood at around age 25 had a 68 
percent increase of depressive symptoms over their first five years of being dads if they lived in the same home as 
their children. Previous research has shown that depressed dads are more likely to neglect their kids- making it 
critical to identify depression symptoms in young fathers early, the researchers said.

STUDY: LITTLE WEIGHT AND OBESITY
VO:34
Women who gain either more or less weight than recommended during pregnancy may be more likely to have an 
overweight child, a new study has found.
Researchers looked at health records of 4,145 women, and the medical records of their children between ages 2 
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and 5. They found that among women who had a normal body mass index (BMI) before pregnancy, those who 
gained less than the recommended amount (of 25 to 35 pounds) were 63 percent more likely to have a child who 
became overweight or obese, compared with those who gained the recommended amount Familarly, women with 

a normal BMI before pregnancy who gained more weight than recommended were 80 percent more likely to have 
an overweight or obese child, according to the study published today (April 14) in the American Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology.

========================END OF PART 1============================
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