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RELIGION  

HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Oct 5 
30 minutes 
Preserving the Past 

One of the earliest revelations given to Joseph Smith was DC 21:1 wherein it says, Behold 

there shall be a record kept among you…” Former LDS Church Historian, Elder Marlin K. 

Jensen said, "A historic site is a record in a sense. There are many ways to keep that record, 

and one of the ways is to preserve a place, a building, an artifact that represents history." 

This episode of History of the Saints is about saving that history.  

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Oct 12 
30 minutes 
The Return of Martin Harris 
Martin Harris was the man who was there from the beginning. He helped Joseph 
Smith get to Harmony, assisted with the scribing, helped finance the printing of the 
Book of Mormon and became one of the three witnesses of the Book of Mormon. It 
was Martin who helped choose the first Quorum of the Twelve Apostles in 1835. 
Martin did much for the work, but then he fell away from the faith for nearly 40 
years. This is the touching story of Martin’s return to the Church.  

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Oct 19 
30 minutes 
The Rise of the Latter-day Saint Music Tradition 
It was July 1830 when Emma Smith, the wife of Joseph Smith the Prophet, was 
commanded to “make a selection of sacred hymns, as it shall be given thee, which 
is pleasing unto me, to be had in my Church. For my soul delighteth in the song of 
the heart.” Just as Mormonism came out of obscurity and established its own 
religious tradition, so too did that happen with music. Over the decades the Latter-
day Saints have developed their own unique music tradition. This is the story of the 
development of that tradition. 

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Oct 26 
30 minutes 
The Latter-day Saints and the Civil War  
One of the darkest times in American history was the Civil War. It lasted from 1861-
1865. It led to the death of approximately 600,000 people and scarred the lives of 
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millions. While the nation came apart in the east, the Latter-day Saints, in the West, 
watched with keen interest. This episode of History of the Saints is about the 
beginnings of the Civil War and the Latter-day Saint’s perspective on that War.  

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Nov 2 
30 minutes 
The Latter-day Saints and the Civil War Part Two Public Opinion 
The Civil War swept up the United States and poured forth hate and destruction 
across the continent. It forever altered the United States, ideologically and 
politically. Over 1 million casualties resulted from the war, with soldier deaths 
estimated between 600 and 800,000. The war even reached into the American 
West and involved those states and territories around Utah. Yet, Utah as a territory 
and as a people, for the most part, sat out the war—watched from the sidelines. 
The question is—why? It may be shocking for some to realize but the Latter-day 
Saints of 1861 were suspected of being secessionists—just like southerners. This 
episode describes the low opinion the nation had of the Latter-day Saints. 

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Nov 9 
30 minutes 
The Latter-day Saints and the Civil War Part Three Involvement and Impact 
The Civil War was the most devastating conflict in American history. And while the 
Latter-day Saints as a Church maintained neutrality in the conflict there were those 
who did fight, on both sides. This would be the first national struggle that would see 
Latter-day Saints fight and die in battle. Yet for all of the War’s pervasive reach into 
every corner of American society, only one unit of Latter-day Saints was ever called 
up. 

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Nov 16 
30 minutes 
Polygamy in Utah 
The Holy Bible makes it plain that there were times when the Almighty commanded 
his people to live in Polygamy. When Joseph Smith inquired of the Lord as to how 
that could be just, he was given a revelation now known as DC 132. In accordance 
with that the Latter-day Saints came to practice plural marriage. In Nauvoo it was 
introduced. During the Exodus more entered it into the practice and it was lived 
more openly. It 1852 it was announced to the world. This episode of History of the 
Saints answers various questions about life in plural marriage in early Utah.  

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Nov 23 
30 minutes 
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HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Nov 30 
30 minutes 
The War on Polygamy 
“It is the duty of Congress to prohibit in the territories those twin relics of barbarism, 
polygamy and slavery” That was the key plank of the newly formed Republican 
Party, delivered June 17, 1856 at Music Fund Hall in Philadelphia. Within a short 
time the nation was plunged deep into Civil War to decide the question of slavery, 
and we know what happened. In this episode of History of the Saints we tell the 
story of the war that subsequently went forth against the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints and its members to eradicate their practice of plural marriage.  

 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Dec 7  
30 minutes 
Railroad, Relief Society, and Retrenchment 
“That the Church may stand independent above all other creatures beneath the 
celestial world.” That revelation given to Joseph Smith in March 1832 received a 
renewed emphasis among the Latter-day Saints in the decades of 1860’s and 
1870’s. Self-sufficiency became the call and the Saints responded. There were 
challenges however to that ideal. One of the greatest of those was posed by the 
coming of the railroad. With the railroad as a catalyst a series of events followed 
that proved a great blessing to Latter-day Saints across the world. 

 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Dec 14 
30 minutes 
 
D-03 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Dec 21 
30 minutes 
The Last Days of President Brigham Young 
President Young left St George in January of 1877 with renewed life and 
determination. Over the next eight months he traveled the length and breadth of the 
territory setting the Church in order. As soon as it was complete he returned to Salt 
Lake, took sick, and passed away. The course that President Young set for the 
Church in the summer of 1877 is still largely the Church’s plotted course to this day.  

 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS 
Air Date: Dec 28 
30 minutes 
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The St. George Temple 
It is the oldest operating temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
and the first one built in the intermountain west. Though the Salt Lake Temple was 
under construction at the time the St George Utah Temple would be the first to be 
dedicated. And therein lies the great story. The St. George Temple is a temple of 
many firsts, built by many—for one purpose.  
 
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Oct 5 
30 minutes 
Episode #14 
Assassins in Zarahemala 
Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates the account in the Book of Mormon recounting 
the rising of the Gadianton robbers among the Nephites and looks for similar 
threats to our liberty today.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Oct 12 
30 minutes 
Episode #14 
Assassins in Zarahemala 
Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates the account in the Book of Mormon recounting 
the rising of the Gadianton robbers among the Nephites and looks for similar 
threats to our liberty today.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Oct 19 
30 minutes 
Episode #15 
Threats from within 
Journalist Ryan Fisher explores the history of the Nephites which recounts their 
worst enemy, themselves and looks for parallels to events in America today.  
  
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Oct 26 
30 minutes 
Episode #16 
A Society built on Plunder 
Exploring the cliff dwellers of southern Utah, Ryan Fisher and company search for 
evidence that the Gadianton robbers once infested these lands.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Nov 2 
30 minutes 
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Episode #17 
Governor Lachoneus and President Lincoln 
Author Tim Ballard and Journalist Ryan Fisher investigate parallels between the 
Nephite Governor Lachoneus and Abraham Lincoln to try to determine if president 
Lincoln took a page from Governor Lachoneus’ play book in handling the civil war.  
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Nov 9 
30 minutes 
Episode #18 
The Gathering 
Faced with total annihilation the Nephites gather to the center of their lands and 
build forts. Archeologist Wayne May takes us on an exploration of forts that may 
have been built at this time.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Nov 16 
30 minutes 
Episode #19 
Spiritual Battle Lines 
Journalist Ryan Fisher meets with historians to discuss the patterns between the 
Nephite Civil war and the American Civil war.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Nov 23 
30 minutes 
Episode #20 
The entrenched Village 
Ryan Fisher and Wayne May explore a fort that may have been built by Governor 
Lachoneus and the Nephites 2000 years ago.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Nov 30 
30 minutes 
Episode #21 
Debt and Taxes- Gadiantons of today 
Ryan Fisher discusses the warnings of the Book of Mormon with authors and 
scholars to try to understand what we need to know today.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Dec 7 
30 minutes 
Episode #22 
Ancient Oaths 



 

LARRY H. MILLER COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 

Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates a 2-4000 year old effigy pipe that may offer 
insights to the secret oaths administered by the Jaradites and Nephites.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Dec 14 
30 minutes 
Episode #23 
The awakening 
Journalist Ryan Fisher discusses with authors and scholars what we must do to 
save our liberty as recounted by Book of Mormon prophets.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Dec 21 
30 minutes 
Episode #24 
The rising generation 
Are there parallels between the youth of the Nephites and our youth today? Ryan 
Fisher discusses this question with LDS scholars and authors.  
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:  Dec 28 
30 minutes 
Episode #25 
Faith or perish  
Facing total destruction the Nephites make one last stand and put their faith on the 
line.  


