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SUMMARY OF ISSUES 
1st Quarter 2021 

 
COMMUNITY/TRANSPORTATION & GROWTH ISSUES: As Tampa struggles to keep up 

with our growing population, the community continues to face issues such as urbanization, 
transportation, and expansion.  Some of the community-inspired news topics this quarter included 
local mask protocols, a proposed smoking ban for Florida beaches and parks, and an expansion 
for the Straz Performing Arts Center.   After winning the Super Bowl in February, the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers and fans celebrated with a boat parade, despite Covid fears.  The win was 18 years 
in the making.  Covid-related budget cuts put the brakes on the critical Westshore Interchange 
project, which could be a hit to Tampa’s local economy.   Florida’s senate president also wants to 
shift plans for one of three controversial toll road projects. The list of Covid-related cancellations 
and postponements grew throughout the quarter, with Tampa Riverfest being the latest.  In 
February, Governor Desantis included teachers, law enforcement officers and firefighters in with 
the group of senior citizens eligible to receive the vaccine.  In March, the country went to daylight 
savings time.  A proposal by Florida’s senators could make it a permanent change. The state and 
the Seminoles have been locked in a fight over designated player card games offered at many 
pari-mutuel facilities throughout Florida.  Governor Desantis says the issue will be resolved soon. 
 

CRIME/JUSTICE/CRIMINAL COURTS:  WTVT continues to explore issues of crime in the 

Tampa Bay area.  FOX13 News provided viewers with detailed information on community issues, 
enforcement, and prevention.   Some story topics covered illegal street racing, the Mikese Morse 
Case, and a crackdown on violent protests.  One of the biggest healthcare frauds in history has 
local ties.  Five men charged insurance companies for items that the consumer didn’t request or 
need, and all five men live here and face years in prison.  Several bars in Tampa were in 
jeopardy of losing their liquor licenses, or having them suspended.  The city says they failed to 
enforce the mask ordinance among their patrons despite several warnings.  Convicted felons in 
Florida have had to wait at least five years to become eligible to have their civil rights restored, 
but in March, state leaders removed that waiting period.  The decision opens the doors for 
thousands of so-called “returning citizens” and it will possibly wipe out a backlog of thousands of 
cases awaiting review.  Advocates support the move, saying it could even help prevent people 
from returning to prison.  Sheriff Grady Judd did not mince words when it came to a new bill 
proposed in the Florida Senate.  The bill lowers the amount of time some criminals would be 
required to serve in prison.  In a press conference, Judd said…”they want to dump hardened 
criminals back into your community so you can be victimized over and over…” 
 

ECONOMIC ISSUES: Economic pressures challenge cities across the nation and Tampa is no 

exception.  In the 1st Quarter 2021, FOX13 News focused on Tampa’s budget, the government’s 
stimulus packages, and the everlasting minimum wage debate.  In January, Governor Ron 
Desantis rolled out his budget proposal.  It’s a $96.6 billion dollar plan, which is about $4 billion 
more than last year.  He said, “Lockdowns do not work.  Florida schools are open.  Every 
Floridian has a right to work.  All businesses have a right to operate, and Florida is better for it….”  
When last year’s stay-at-home order ended, the housing market soared but millennials weren’t 
the one’s buying.  In March, experts were optimistic that the spring break travel season would still 
give the bay area an economic boost despite the pandemic. While millions of people saw their 
finances hit hard by Covid, millions of others became “accidental savers.”  The Florida Supreme 
Court struck down Hillsborough County’s transportation tax, but the money is still been being 
collected.  Residents want to know when it will stop and what will happen to all the money that 
has already been collected. 
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EDUCATION COVERAGE:  Quality education is a Florida priority affecting all levels. This 

quarter, WTVT’s FOX13 NEWS reported on the CDC school report, school testing and the future 
of the Bright Futures Scholarship.  Florida is touting rising graduation rates, but that may be 
thanks to the pandemic.  High school seniors were exempt from standardized tests after they 
were canceled due to Covid 19.  A bill in the legislature would relax testing and eliminate the use 
of test scores to keep third graders from being promoted or keep a high school student from 
graduating.  It would also cancel school grades this year.  High school seniors in some schools 
WILL be able to attend prom this year, but there will be no dancing.  There’s a push to get 
younger kids enrolled in Sex Ed and a lot of parents are very upset since they’re targeting 5 year-
olds.  Proponents say that at the kindergarten level, kids would learn about healthy relationships, 
body image and self-esteem.  Critics argue it will only complicate and confuse childrens’ 
understanding of human sexuality.  
 

HEALTH ISSUES: Health concerns for everyone from the youngest infants to the elderly are 

reported in FOX13 newscasts.  During the 1st Quarter 2021, WTVT’s coverage encompassed the 
Coronavirus.  With regular reports from the governor regarding vaccine eligibility requirements 
and the latest research information, Floridians stayed in the know regarding the pandemic that 
has been affecting us for the past year.  In addition to Covid information, Eli Lilly announced 
positive findings for its drug in the fight against Alzheimer’s disease, and a new survey found that 
one-third of Americans believe we’ll all be eating meat-free diets in the near future.  Two-
thousand people took part in the survey.  While many have high hopes for the diet, more than half 
of those surveyed didn’t think going on a plant-based diet is a realistic possibility for them.   
  

MINORITY/DISABLED ISSUES:  FOX13’s coverage of minority and disability issues during the 

1st Quarter 2021 included local charities and their efforts for the disabled, President Biden’s 
“Racial Equity Plan,” and the “Equality Act” for the LGBTQ community.  VA hospitals, realizing 
that women are the fastest growing group within the veteran population, began working to 
improve services such as expanding maternity care and creating a central office for women.  In 
March, members of the African American community criticized Governor Desantis’ vaccine roll 
out.  They say wealthy, affluent communities are prioritized by the governor over minority 
communities, who have felt the impacts of the pandemic the hardest.  A group of republican 
lawmakers traveled to the US-Mexico border to draw attention to what they call an “immigration 
crises” as President Biden prepared to re-open a migrant detention center in Homestead, Florida.  
The Vatican officially declared same-sex unions as “sinful.”  The church can still bestow blessings 
on gay people, but not their unions.   Finally, a controversial proposal would ban transgender 
students from competing in female high school and college sports.  Backers of the bill say 
biologically born female athletes need protection against unfair competitive advantages. 

 

POLITICAL ISSUES: During 1st Quarter 2021, one of the hottest political issues continued to be 

gun control as the country saw shootings in Colorado, Texas and Georgia.  State House and 
senate democrats criticized an anti-riot proposal from Governor Desantis, saying it is designed to 
silence protests over racial injustice.  GOP leaders say the legislation would protect Florida from 
mob revolts like the one in January in Washington.  Representative Randy Fine and State 
Senator, Joe Gruters, tried to boycott big tech companies for what they called “silencing 
conservatives….” when they shut down former President Trump’s Twitter accounts.   Tech 
companies argued that they have terms and conditions preventing users from inciting violence 
and they have the right to suspend accounts if the rules are broken.  With vaccines becoming 
more available, some workplaces are starting to make plans to bring people back to work.  Will 
that mean you “have” to get the vaccine?  Can employers require that?  In Florida, the answer is 
generally, yes.   
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PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES:  In this technologically advanced society, issues of public safety are 

often highlighted on FOX13 News.  Stories this quarter covered Florida’s anti-riot legislation, the 
latest safety protocols for the pandemic, and TSA changes. According to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, while the roads were emptier in 2020, people took advantage and 
drove faster and the rate of traffic-related deaths skyrocketed.  Nearly a dozen countries had to 
suspend their use of the Astrazeneca’s Coronavirus vaccine.  Some people who received the 
shot developed blood clots.  A new local system at the sheriff’s office is making a difference.  It 
allows a deputy to hear 911 calls at the same time as the 911 operator so they can respond 
immediately.  It’s expensive, but it saved two lives in the first month of operation.  Fire Station 13 
near Busch Gardens answers 911 calls nearly constantly.  The local firefighters union helped 
them get an additional engine company and rescue unit, but now they’re asking the mayor and 
city council to look at other areas where Tampa’s exploding growth is outpacing public safety.   
 

YOUTH & ELDERLY ISSUES:  As technological advances increase our life spans and alter our 

lifestyles, society struggles with modern-day issues affecting our elderly and our youth. In 1st 
Quarter 2021, FOX13 News focused on stories that highlighted the pandemic and how it’s 
affecting seniors and children.  A new website hires older adults to teach others in their same age 
group new skills, which really helps during the pandemic.  Health officials want to make sure 
seniors show up for their second doses of the vaccine and since so much of the process is 
technology-based, the new skills are coming in handy.  Another trend is called “Vaccine Angels.  
They are young people who are helping seniors make their vaccine appointments.  Betty Crocker 
and Barbie teamed up to form a new idea.  It’s an on-line baking “lab” which they hope will inspire 
girls to pursue their dreams in “STEM” careers.  Spring break happens annually in March, and 
with students out of school, some parents seek help feeding their children who normally have 
lunch at school.  A distribution center in Tampa helped with thousands of pre-packed lunches.  
Seniors on a fixed income can have a hard time keeping their homes in good repair.  The Centre 
for Women Home Improvement Programs has helped thousands of seniors get the repairs they 
need.  Finally, in March, Governor Desantis rescinded emergency orders dealing with nursing 
home visitors.  Visitors are now allowed, and they can touch their loved ones as long as the 
resident has been vaccinated.   
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OTHER:   In addition to the local stories mentioned herein, FOX13 News also covered national 

news stories and local stories that made national news.  The quarter began with the wrap up of 
the controversial November election, culminating with the inauguration and the storming of the 
capitol building.  In February, former President Trump was tried for impeachment, again, but 
again, prevailed.  A deadly string of shootings in Atlanta led to a larger discussion about 
discrimination and hate.  President Biden visited Atlanta three days after the shootings occurred 
in Asian-run massage parlors that left 8 dead. Community leaders say it’s the latest incident in a 
growing trend of hate crimes against Asian Americans.  Now, Georgia officials are facing 
increased pressure to label the shootings a hate crime, but investigators say there’s evidence the 
alleged shooter was suffering from sexual addiction and wanted to eliminate what he saw as a 
“temptation.”   In Miami, officials had to go the extreme to handle “out of control” spring breakers.  
They instituted an emergency curfew that lasts through April 12th.  The decision came after days 
of intense partying where unruly crowds gathered by the thousands, fought in the streets, 
destroyed property, and ignored masks and other Covid protocols.  At the end of March, ten 
victims, including a police officer were killed by a shooter in Colorado.  The shooter was later 
identified as 21-year-old Ahmad Alissa.  He was dressed in tactical gear and armed with an 
assault-style rifle and a semi-automatic handgun.  Some people escaped through a loading dock 
in the back of the store while others took refuge in nearby shops.  Alissa bought the assault rifle 
six days before the shooting. 
 
FOX13 News highlighted many different charitable programs during 1st Quarter, including Wheels 
to the Future Program, a program for kids aging out of foster care, Vaccine Angles, teens helping 
seniors work the Covid vaccine computer programs, and the ROTC’s food distribution program.  
In February, FOX13 News highlighted Black History Month with inspiring local stories.  In March, 
the FOX13 Care force teamed up with Metropolitan Ministries for the annual $13 for 13 
Campaign. 
 

FOX13 News routinely responds to community interests with regular news segments such as 
“What’s Right with Tampa Bay,” where FOX13 anchor Kelly Ring honors citizens excelling in 
community spirit, and “Money, Power and Politics,” which offers political guidance from news 
reporter, Craig Patrick.  FOX13’s Charley Belcher roves the bay area showcasing interesting, fun 
and educational places to visit.  FOX13 covers important medical issues through the Fox Medical 
Team and through regular visits from medical experts connected to premier hospitals and clinics 
in our area.  “Extraordinary Ordinary” is a regular segment highlighting everyday people doing 
remarkable things that make the Tampa area a better place to live.  “Made in Tampa Bay” 
showcases local businesses unique to our area, and Drone Zone features aerial videos showing 
unique places and people of Tampa Bay.        
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COMMUNITY/TRANSPORTATION & GROWTH ISSUES 
 

Title: Tampa Mask Ordinance Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/28/20, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Masks are now required outdoors in some of the busiest parts of Tampa.  Mayor Jane Castor 
issued an executive order today expanding the city’s mask mandate.  Last Sunday, as the Bucs 
secured a trip to the Super Bowl and fans gathered to celebrate, Ms. Castor said “The only thing 
they should take home with them are memories of a great game and not Covid-19.”  The order is 
in affect from now through at least Super Bowl Sunday.  FOX13’s Aaron Mesmer reported. 
 

Title: Fl Smoking Ban Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/27/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Under a bill approved by a senate committee this week, local governments could ban smoking at 
beaches and parks they own.  The state could also prohibit smoking in state parks.  Cigarette 
butts are the most common trash found on beaches and the bill sponsor, republican senator, Joe 
Gruters, says it will make beaches more beautiful.  Other lawmakers disagree.  They say they 
don’t want to go camping at a state park where they could have a campfire, but not a cigar.  
FOX13’s Chris Cato reported. 
 

Title: Super Bowl Parade Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/10/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
What better way to celebrate a Super Bowl win than in true Tampa fashion; with a boat parade.  
The Buccaneers boarded yachts and boats for a victorious trip down the Hillsborough River 
surrounded by fans who had waited 18 years for the moment.  FOX13 News reported live from 
the parade with extended coverage for community viewing.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring and Mark Wilson 
hosted. 
 

Title: Straz Expansion Money Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/10/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The Straz Performing Arts Center wants taxpayers to help pay for major upgrades.  It’s asking 
Tampa City Council for millions of dollars to expand and update the performance venue.  The 
lights have been dark for almost a year now, but once the shows return, the Straz wants guests to 
have the best experience possible.  FOX13’s Evan Axelbank reported. 
 

Title: Westshore Interchange Aired within FOX13 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/10/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
If you travel on one of Tampa Bay’s major bridges, a big traffic mess could be in store, and it 
could also hit our local economy.  Covid-related budget cuts are putting the brakes on a critical 
project.  FOX13’s Lloyd Sowers reported. 
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Title: Cancelled Events Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/23/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The list of events canceled because of Covid-19 is growing.  Tampa Riverfest is the latest; 
cancelled for the 2nd year.  Why cancel when we just had Super Bowl events?  Event organizers 
say, “Absolutely we considered other courses of action, including holding an event that required 
limited attendance, social distancing, other important safety protocols and even breaking with our 
tradition of hosting free events.”  They also felt scaling back Riverfest would be disappointing.  
Gasparilla organizers say they even considered a fully ticketed event with fencing and seating, 
but they felt the potential community impact outweighed what they could control.  FOX13’s Briona 
Arradondo reported. 
 

Title: Desantis Vaccine Groups Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/23/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Next Wednesday, four federally-run vaccination sites are set to open across the state, including 
one in Tampa.  The governor says he wants some teachers, law enforcement officers and 
firefighters to be able to get the Covid-19 shot at those locations.  Earlier this month, Desantis 
said that once 2.5 million seniors were vaccinated, the state would expand access to other 
groups.  As of this week, Department of Health data shows we have nearly hit that goal.  FOX13’s 
Catherine Hawley reported. 
 

Title: Toll Roads Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/26/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Florida’s senate president wants to shift plans for one of three controversial toll road projects.  It 
comes just months after saying funding for the projects could be cut.  Wilton Simson said today 
that the proposed northern extension of the Suncoast Parkway could be moved closer to US19, 
along the west coast.  That would lessen environmental impacts and bring the road closer to 
Tallahassee as it approaches interstate 10.  He also says it doesn’t make sense to have the 
parkway end as it now does, in a rural community about 70 miles north of Saint Pete.  FOX13’s 
Mark Wilson reported. 
 

Title: Sunshine Protection Act Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/11/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
This Sunday, we will spring ahead one hour, but a proposal by Florida’s senators could make it 
the last time we have to perform that ritual.  The Daylight Saving Time debate is on the rise again.  
For the fourth time, Florida senators Marco Rubio and Rick Scott and several other lawmakers 
have introduced the Sunshine Protection Act.  The bill would make Daylight Saving Time 
permanent across the country.  A political professor at USF says it may not be getting traction 
because it’s hard to change the status quo.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 
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Title: FL Gambling Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/19/20, 6p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Governor Desantis is considering the possibility of striking a gambling deal with the Seminole 
tribe.  He says the issue will be resolved or taken off the table once and for all within the next 
week or so.  The state and the Seminoles have been locked in a fight over designated player card 
games offered at many pari-mutuel facilities throughout Florida.  Those games led the Seminoles 
last year to stop making payments to the state that totaled at least $350 million annually.  
FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
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CRIME AND THE COURTS 
 

Title: Pharmacy Fraud Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/28/20, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
It’s being called the biggest health care fraud case in history, and it has ties to Tampa Bay.  In 
fact, five men involved in the scam live here and face years in prison.  How did they pull it off?  
They charged insurance companies for items that the consumer didn’t request or need.  FOX13’s 
Gloria Gomez reported.   
 

Title: Street Racing Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 01/28/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Burnouts, donuts and reckless driving.  Hillsborough County deputies are pumping the brakes for 
drivers involved in street racing.  They just arrested nine people, and more arrests could come.  
FOX13’s Briona Arrandondo reported live from the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s office. 
 

Title: Liquor License Suspension Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/21/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Several bars in Tampa are in jeopardy of losing their liquor licenses, or having them suspended.  
This includes Purple Heart Bar Lounge and Grill and The Ritz Ybor and Club Prana.  They will 
make their case tomorrow as Tampa City Council decides their fate.  The city says they’ve failed 
to enforce the mask ordinance among their patrons despite several warnings.  Tangra Nightclub 
and Ybor Cigars Plus have already had to close their doors for three days.  FOX13’s Haley Hines 
reported. 
 

Title: Mikese Morse Case Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/3/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The man accused of intentionally running over a father out on a bike ride with his sons has been 
found not guilty by reason of insanity.  It’s likely he will never go to prison.  The father did not 
survive.  Morses parents say they tried to get their son help for years, but the state’s resources 
just weren’t available.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Protest Crackdown Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/4/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
In the state capitol, republican lawmakers are pushing full steam ahead on controversial 
legislation to crack down on violent protests.  The proposed bill not only makes it more difficult for 
local governments to trim spending on law enforcement, but it enhances penalties related to riots 
and injuries to police officers.  Democrats say it’s politically motivated and would have a chilling 
effect on peaceful protests.  Critics also believe it will allow people to plow vehicles into those 
protests and avoid civil penalties if they hurt or kill someone.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
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Title: Felons Voting Rights Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/11/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Convicted felons in Florida have had to wait at least five years to become eligible to have their 
civil rights restored, including their right to vote.  As of yesterday, state leaders removed that 
waiting period.  This decision opens the doors for thousands of so-called “returning citizens” and 
it will possibly wipe out a backlog of thousands of cases awaiting review.  Advocates support the 
move, saying it could even help prevent people from returning to prison.  FOX13’s Russell 
Rhodes reported. 
 

Title: Desmond Meade Denied Pardon Aired within FOX13 Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/11/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Desmond Meade is a voting rights activist and executive director of the Florida Rights Restoration 
Coalition, but he still can’t cast a ballot himself.  Yesterday, the governor rejected Meade’s 
request for a pardon, marking the second time in six months that Meade’s appeal for clemency 
was denied.  Desantis pointed to Meade’s dishonorable discharge from the army three decades 
ago for his reasoning.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 
 

Title: James Hanson Case Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/10/21, 6p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
The man accused of kidnapping, carjacking and killing a bank customer is no longer facing the 
death penalty.  James Hanson attempted to take his own life at the jail weeks after his arrest.  He 
spent months recovering from his injuries.  And now, the state has withdrawn the death penalty 
notice.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Felons Released Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/24/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Sheriff Grady Judd is not mincing word when it comes to a new bill proposed in the Florida 
Senate.  The bill lowers the amount of time some criminals would be required to serve in prison.  
Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle are behind this bill, with one republican senator saying 
decreasing the prison population would help with a massive staffing shortage and allow the state 
to put more money into programs for inmates behind bars.  He adds that the only felons who 
would qualify are those who have committed non-violent offenses.  Sheriff Judd disagrees, saying 
“…They want to dump hardened criminals back into your community so you can be victimized 
over and over and over.”  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 
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ECONOMIC ISSUES 
 

Title: FL Least Popular for Millennial Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/8/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
When last year’s stay at home order ended, the housing market soared.  Real Estate experts 
called it a “seller’s market.”  But a new report shows that they were not selling homes to 
millennials.  According to “Lending Tree,” millennials did not buy many homes in Florida’s popular 
metro areas including Tampa and St. Pete.  Those born between 1981 and 1996 only accounted 
for 44% of loans for 2020.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes reported. 
 

Title: Donating Stimulus Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/7/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A second round of stimulus checks has gone out to many Americans, but there’s a movement 
among those who are “not strapped for cash right now” to use their checks to give back.  
FOX13’s Mark Wilson reported. 
 

Title: Desantis Budget Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/28/20, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Governor Ron Desantis just rolled out his budget proposal today in Tallahassee.  It’s a $96.6 
billion dollar plan, which is about $4 billion more than last year.  He says, “Lockdowns do not 
work.  Florida schools are open.  Every Floridian has a right to work.  All businesses have a right 
to operate, and Florida is better for it….”  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Desantis Budget Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/28/21, 6p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Governor Ron Desantis just approved a $94.6 billion dollar budget.  Of that plan, $2.6 billion is 
earmarked for Covid response.  There’s about $65 million in tax relief for families.  It also 
increases funding in key areas, like education and the environment, not to mention the $6.6 billion   
dollars in total reserves.  Some would say the budget is better than expected, given the financial 
turmoil we experienced last year.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Minimum Wage Debate Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/29/21, 6a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Back in November, Florida voters approved raising minimum wage to $15 an hour.  At least one 
state lawmaker wants to amend that decision and limit which workers actually get that raise.  
Under Jeff Brandes’ proposal, convicted felons and young adults who are still under 21 years old 
would be in the group he considers “hard to hire”.  If his proposal passes, these individuals would 
be paid less.  He argues that there’s already a 20% unemployment rate for these individuals and 
with an increased minimum wage, that unemployment rate is only going to grow.  FOX13’s 
Elizabeth Fry reported. 
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Title: Spring Tourism Aired within FOX13 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/20/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A huge economic driver for our region is just a couple weeks away; spring break.  Experts are 
optimistic that the spring break travel season will still give the bay area an economic boost 
despite the pandemic.  FOX13’s Justin Matthews reported. 
 

Title: Accidental Savers Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/1/21, 6a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Millions of people have seen their finances hit hard by Covid, but millions of others have become 
“accidental savers.”  A new study out of the UK found people who saw no change in work, 
besides going remote, have seen their bank accounts grow big time.  Commuting and travel costs 
are down, and they’re going out to eat less, giving them a lot more cash to spare.  FOX13’s 
Walter Allen reported. 
 

Title: Hills Transportation Tax Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/3/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Six days after the Florida Supreme Court struck down Hillsborough County’s transportation tax, 
it’s still being collected, and a lot of people are wondering when it will stop. An even bigger 
question is what will happen to all the money the county has already collected. FOX13’s Jennifer 
Holton reported. 
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EDUCATION ISSUES 
 

Title: Local Graduation Rates Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/8/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Florida is touting rising graduation rates, but that may be thanks to the pandemic.  High school 
seniors were exempt from standardized tests after they were canceled due to Covid-19.  Florida’s 
estimate says seven percent of its graduates this year benefitted from this exemption.  For 
Hillsborough, it was the highest graduation rate in district history.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes 
reported. 
 

Title: CDC School Report Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 01/27/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
After months of controversy, stress on teachers and parents, and children forced out of schools, a 
new CDC report puts an end to the debate.  Schools are safe.  Researchers wrote that their 
findings suggest that with proper mitigation strategies, K through 12 schools might be capable of 
opening for in-person learning with minimal in-school transmission.  But researchers also took 
three Florida counties to task for holding a wrestling tournament last month.  It became a super-
spreader event when dozens of attendees tested positive for Covid after the event.  FOX13’s 
Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: School Graduation Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 2/26/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Walking across the stage is the dream of most college seniors.  Unfortunately, the pandemic put 
a pause on in-person ceremonies for a lot of graduates last year.  Now, a few Florida schools are 
ready to resume ceremonies this year, with some changes.  FOX13’s Laura Moody reported. 
 

Title: School Testing Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/3/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
How much has the pandemic affected your child’s learning?  Some say a lot.  A bill in the 
legislature would relax testing.  It would eliminate the use of test scores to keep third graders from 
being promoted, or keep a high school student from graduating.  It would also cancel school 
grades this year. FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Future of Bright Futures Aired within FOX13 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/9/12, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The future is looking murkier for some high school students seeking a Bright Futures scholarship.  
Lawmakers are considering a proposal that would cut funding to the program.  For years, it has 
provided scholarships to eligible students, but lawmakers say the pandemic has strained the 
state’s budget.  FOX13’s Jordan Bowen reported. 
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Title: Prom Without Dancing Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/10/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
High school seniors in some schools WILL be able to attend prom this year, but there’s a catch.  
There will be no dancing.  There will be games with social distancing.  Masks must be worn and 
students will be grouped into pods, along with seating charts developed in case contact tracing is 
needed.  Only seniors are allowed.  Fox13’s Kimberly Kuizon reported. 
 

Title: Wifi in Schools Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/15/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Learning from home has proven to be a challenge for some students with unreliable internet 
access.  President Biden’s Coronavirus relief package is looking to solve that problem.  The 
package has set aside $130 billion for schools across the country.  Seven billion dollars is 
designated for what’s called “distance learning,” creating an opportunity to equip more students 
with the necessary tools to learn from home, like internet.  FOX13’s Mark Wilson reported. 

 
Title: School Social Distance Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/18/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Three feet or six?  Social distancing guidelines for schools is stirring up a debate this morning.    
The CDC is considering revising its classroom guidelines after a new study found no difference in 
infection rates between schools that separated students by six feet and those that opted for three 
feet, as long as masks were being worn.  This could be a way to get more students back into 
classrooms.  The American Federation of Teachers is strongly opposed to the idea.  It wants to 
see other measures taken first.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 

 
Title: Sex Ed in Kindergarten Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/22/20, 7a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
There’s a push to get younger kids enrolled in Sex Ed and a lot of parents are very upset.  That’s 
because we’re talking about kindergarteners – 5 year-olds.  The proposal is about much more 
than safe sex.  Instead, the focus is healthy relationships, body image, and self-esteem. For 
example, kids would learn that they get to decide who they hug and who hugs them.  Critics 
argue it will only complicate and confuse children’s understanding of human sexuality.  FOX13’s 
Jennifer Epstein reported. 
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HEALTH ISSUES: 
 
 

Title: Eli Lilly Alzheimer’s Drug Promising Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/12/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Eli Lilly has announced positive findings for its drug in the fight against Alzheimer’s disease.  The 
pharma giant says its “investigational antibody therapy” slowed cognitive decline by 32% 
compared to a placebo.  The drug meets the main objective, which is to slow decline within about 
18 months.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 
 

Title: Hillsborough Vaccines Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/12/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Phone lines are back open for seniors in Hillsborough County wanting to get a Covid vaccines.  
Officials hope the changes will make it easier to get an appointment.  This time around, 
scheduling your appointment depends on your age.  Seniors 65 and older are eligible to receive 
this vaccine.  Officials hope that by splitting the registration into age groups, things will go a little 
more smoothly than last time.  FOX13’s Elizabeth Fry reported. 
 

Title: Corona Asymptomatic Spread Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/12/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A study just released by the CDC finds more than half of Coronavirus cases are transmitted from 
people who don’t have any symptoms.  Some of those infections come from people who later 
developed symptoms, but other cases stem from Covid patients who stayed asymptomatic.  Dr. 
Mike from the Fox Medical Team reported. 
 

Title: Hillsborough Second Doses Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/26/20, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
This week, two bay area counties will start to administer booster shots for the Covid vaccine.  
Governor Ron Desantis says he feels great about being at the top of the pack in not just the most 
vaccinations for seniors, but getting through a higher percentage of our senior population faster 
than just about any other state.  Nationally, there’s been a lot of worry about whether or not a 
vaccine will actually be there once it’s time for a second dose, but that’s not something Governor 
Desantis says Floridians need to worry about.  FOX13’s Kellie Cowan reported. 
 

Title: Health Care Liability Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/10/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A Florida senate committee has approved a bill aimed at protecting healthcare providers from 
lawsuits related to the Coronavirus.  It protects hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities 
and doctors by making it harder for plaintiffs to win lawsuits stemming from Covid-19.  The 
legislation would raise the bar of proof from “Simple Negligence” to “Gross Negligence.:  FOX13’s 
Cynthia Smoot reported. 
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Title: Tracking SB Covid Infections Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/10/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Mask-wearing and distancing were urged throughout all of Tampa’s Super Bowl festivities, but 
now, there’s a nationwide effort to track positive Covid-19 cases connected to the event.  Dr. Jay 
Wolfson said, “Without masks, yelling, screaming, cheering, singing, that’s exactly the type of 
petri dish that creates the community spread.”  FOX13’s Catherine Hawley reported. 
 

Title: Pfizer Obesity Aired within FOX13’s News at Noon 

Date/Time: 3/1/21, 12p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
We’ve known since shortly after the pandemic hit the United States that weight plays a factor in 
who is more susceptible to the virus.  Now, we’re learning it may also play a role with the vaccine.  
Italian researchers released a study that shows the Pfizer vaccine may not be as effective with 
people considered obese.  They looked at healthcare workers and found that those who were 
obese had only about half the antibodies after the second dose.  FOX13’s Linda Hurtado 
reported. 
 

Title: TGH Doc Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/11/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
In the age of Coronavirus, getting back to normal means creating a herd immunity, and the 
vaccine is the way to go.  The governor is expanding who is eligible to get the shots, and efforts 
are working here in Tampa thanks to the work of a local epidemiologist.  FOX13’s Laura Moody 
reported. 
 

Title: Health Headlines Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/11/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A new survey finds that one-third of Americans think we’ll all be eating meat-free diets in the 
future, and the future may be closer than you think.  Two-thousand people took part in the survey.  
While many have high hopes for the future, more than half of those surveyed don’t think going on 
a plant-based diet is a realistic possibility for them.  Some say it’s just too expensive.  Others 
think it would be too time-consuming to learn the ins and outs of switching diets.  FOX13’s 
Jennifer Epstein reported. 



1st Qtr Issues Report 2021 
 
 

MINORITY & DISABILITY ISSUES 
 

Title: Racial Equity Plan Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/26/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
President Biden was busy with the pen today, signing more executive actions.  This time, he was 
focusing on racial inequity.  One plan takes steps to end racism in federal housing policies.  
Another attempts to quell xenophobia against Asian Americans, which he says has grown during 
the pandemic.  The administration also plans to introduce laws to increase funding for small 
businesses, investments in historically black colleges, and triple funding for title one schools.  
FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot reported. 
 

Title: Female Veteran Care Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/28/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
When it comes to health, VA hospitals across the country are working to improve services for 
female veterans.  They’re expanding maternity care and creating a central office for women. 
Women are the fastest growing group within the veteran population, and for far too long, services 
for them have been overlooked.  FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot reported. 
 

Title: MacDill Cemetery Service Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/23/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
It was forgotten when MacDill Air Force Base was built back in 1941.  The Port Tampa Cemetery 
remained unknown to the public until 2019.  Today, a memorial was held for the dozens of 
African-Americans buried there.  FOX13’s Jennifer Holton reported. 
 

Title: Equality Act Vote Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/25/10, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The house in Washington is expected to pass a bill that would extend all civil rights to the LGBTQ 
community.  It’s called the “Equality Act.”  It will prohibit discrimination based on sex, sexual 
orientation and gender identity.  President Biden has made passing the bill one of his top 
priorities and supporters say it will ensure every person is treated equally under the law of the 
land.  FOX13’s Linda Hurtado reported. 
 

Title: Crist Vaccine Inequities Aired within FOX13’s News at Noon 

Date/Time: 3/1/21, 12p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The new vaccine by Johnson and Johnson will make it available to millions of additional people.  
Members of the African American community are criticizing Governor Desantis’ vaccine roll out.  
They say wealthy, affluent communities are prioritized by the governor over minority communities, 
who have felt the impacts of the pandemic the hardest.  Pastors are asking the governor to open 
more pop-up sites in Black communities.  Congressman Charlie Crist is calling for a Department 
of Justice investigation into favoritism concerns after Governor Desantis opened a pop-up Covid-
19 vaccine site in Lakewood Ranch.  Desantis has denied any wrongdoing and said areas that 
are densely populated by seniors 65 and up are the priority.  FOX13’s Linda Hurtado reported. 
 
 
 
 



1st Qtr Issues Report 2021 
 
 

Title: Border Surge Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/15/10, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A group of republican lawmakers traveled to the US-Mexico border to draw attention to what they 
call an immigration crisis, but the Biden administration says it’s under control.  House Minority 
Leader, Kevin McCarthy led the GOP delegation.  He says the situation at the southern border is 
dire and wants the Biden administration to do more. Thousands of the surge in migrants trying to 
cross into the US are children.  The Biden administration has directed FEMA to shelter and take 
care of unaccompanied children for at least the next 90 days.  The Biden administration is also 
planning to re-open the migrant child detention center in South Florida, igniting a firestorm of 
controversy.  FOX13’s Mark Wilson reported. 
 

Title: Migrant Detention Center Aired within FOX13 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/15/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
In 2019, the migrant detention center in Homestead, Florida was shut down amid reports of 
abuse and a toxic environment.  President Biden is now preparing to re-open the facility, much to 
the shock of many of his fellow democrats who say this is not okay, and that they are extremely 
disappointed.  While the Biden administration says it is not separating families at the border, it is 
taking in migrant children who arrive without parents or family.  As more arrive, they’re running 
out of space, which is driving the decision to re-open.  FOX13’s Craig Patrick reported. 
 

Title: Vatican Same Sex Unions Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/14/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
It’s a tough blow for same sex couples looking to have their unions blessed by the Catholic 
Church.  The Vatican officially called those unions sinful.     The church can still bestow blessings 
on gay people, but not their unions, arguing they’re not part of God’s plan and should not be 
confused with marriage.    Some members of the church who identify as LGBT say they’re 
personally and professionally offended by the Vatican’s decision.  Fox’s Jonathan Hunt reported. 

 
Title: Trans Athletes Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/18/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A controversial proposal that would ban transgender students from competing in female high 
school and college sports passed a hurdle in the state legislature and opponents of the bill are 
not happy.   Backers of this bill say biologically born female athletes need protection against 
unfair competitive advantages.  They say it’s of great consequence when scholarships are on the 
line.  Opponents, though, question the need to even make a law and say it’s yet another attack on 
a small and already marginalized community.  FOX13’s Kellie Cowan reported.   
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POLITICAL ISSUES 
 
 

Title: Chaos Fallout Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/8/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The president is doing damage control with a video message posted on Twitter last night.  Mr. 
Trump finally said that he will leave office in two weeks, but some democrats want him gone even 
sooner.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes reported. 
 

Title: Dems Discuss Riot Bill Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/11/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
State House and senate democrats criticized an anti-riot proposal from Governor Desantis, 
saying it is designed to silence protests over racial injustice.  The governor first floated a version 
of the bill in 2020 following months of national unrest.  GOP leaders say the legislation would 
protect Florida from mob revolts like the one last week in Washington, but democratic lawmakers 
say linking the crackdown on protests with the assault on the capitol is a ruse.  FOX13’s Kelly 
Ring reported. 
 

Title: Impeach Update Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/12/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The US House is set to vote tomorrow on impeaching President Trump.  House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi says the only way that vote won’t happen is if the president reigns or Vice President Mike 
Pence initiates the process to remove him.  Yesterday, house republicans blocked an effort by 
democrats to formally call on the vice president to make that move.  The single article of 
impeachmenht says the president incited an insurrection.  Many critics, including Florida senator, 
Rick Scott, say this effort will only hurt the democrats and the next president.  FOX13’s Russell 
Rhodes reported. 
 

Title: Big Tech Ban Aired within FOX13 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/26/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Representative Randy Fine and State Senator, Joe Gruters, are trying to boycott big tech 
companies for what they call “silencing conservatives, including former President Trump.”  Tech 
companies argue that they have terms and conditions preventing users from inciting violence, 
and they have the right to suspend accounts if the rules are broken.  They claim that since they 
are private companies, the First Amendment doesn’t apply to them.  FOX13’s Chris Cato 
reported. 
 

Title: FL Constitution Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/27/20, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Florida lawmakers are looking to get rid of a panel that recommends changes to the state 
constitution every 20 years.  The 37-member “Constitution Revision Committee” was originally set 
up as part of the 1968 Florida Constitution.  It meets once every two decades and has the unique 
power to place proposed constitutional amendments on the ballot.  In a bi-partisan effort, state 
lawmakers say the commission is not directly accountable to voters and want it abolished. 
FOX13’s Chris Cato reported. 
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Title: Transportation Tax Money Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 2/26/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Half a billion dollars are in limbo!  What is the future all that tax money collected in Hillsborough 
County?  The money was meant for transportation improvement projects.  Those who supported 
the tax are now waiting on another ruling the state’s highest court has to make after they judged 
the tax unconstitutional. Now the Supreme Court needs to make a ruling on a class-action 
lawsuit.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Vote by Mail Targeted Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/11/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
There’s a move underway in Tallahassee to change some of the ways we vote, but some are 
wondering if it’s really necessary.  Lawmakers say they are preparing for what could happen in 
the future.  Senate “Bill 90” would cancel vote-by-mail requests that voters have already 
submitted for the next election.  It also bans supervisors of elections from using ballot drop boxes 
and limits requests for future cycles.    FOX13’s Justin Matthews reported. 

 
Title: Back to Work Vaccines Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/14/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
With vaccines becoming more available, some workplaces are starting to make plans to bring 
people back to work.  Will that mean you “have” to get the vaccine?  Can employers require that?  
In Florida, the answer is generally, “yes.”  Florida is an at-will employment state.  Unless you’re 
under contract or in a union, employees have few legal rights and can be terminated for just 
about anything.  However, if an employee can’t get the vaccine for health reasons, or because 
they have a disability, or for some religious reasons, then the employer has to engage in what is 
called the “interactive process” to see if there’s a reasonable alternative.  FOX13’s Haley Hinds 
reported.   
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PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES 
 

Title: Florida Anti-Riot Legislation Aired within FOX13’s 10:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/8/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Republican leaders in Florida have released legislation aimed at cracking down on violent 
protests.  GOP leaders in both chambers have rolled out an anti-riot proposal that would create a 
host of new crimes.  The measure would also crack down on protests, and make it difficult for 
local government officials to trim spending on law-enforcement.  Governor Ron Desantis rolled 
out a similar law and order plan in September, but democrats are point out that many Floridians 
remain unemployed due to the pandemic and, they argue, there are bigger issues to deal with in 
Florida right now.  FOX13’s Laura Moody reported. 
 

Title: Speeding Up Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/28/21, 7a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The pandemic might have put the brakes on drivers hitting the road, but many are still living in the 
fast lane.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, while the roads were 
emptier in 2020, people took advantage and drove faster, increasing the average speed in certain 
cities by 22%.  The rate of traffic-related deaths also skyrocketed.  Triple-A found that a driver 
can survive a crash at 40 miles per hour, but beyond that, it can be fatal.  FOX13’s Russell 
Rhodes reported. 
 

Title: Covid Latest Aired within FOX13 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/10/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Public health officials say we’re on the verge of containing the Coronavirus outbreak, with more 
than 31 million Americans fully vaccinated and new cases on the decline.  People are making 
plans and states are starting to re-open.  The CDC is also in the process of preparing new travel 
guidelines for those who have been fully vaccinated.  Fox’s Jonathan Serrie reported. 
 

Title: Speed Cameras Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/10/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
First came red light cameras, now it is speed cameras.  Florida lawmakers are considering a plan 
to allow cameras in school zones.  Violators caught speeding would face a huge fine, but 
supporters say it’s about safety, not money.  FOX13 Jennifer Holton reported. 
 

Title: TSA Changes Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/10/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
States across the country may be lowering their Covid-19 restrictions, but the TSA is not.  If you 
haven’t traveled for a while, here are some things to keep in mind: Limit the amount of objects 
you and your personal items come in contact with by putting your wallet, keys and cellphone in 
your carryon instead of in the bin, masks are still mandatory, even in states where rules are 
relaxed, and you can now carry up to one 12 ounce bottle of hand sanitizer.  FOX13’s Mark 
Wilson reported. 
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Title: Astrazeneca Vaccine Pulled Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/16/10, 8a Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Nearly a dozen countries have suspended their use of Astrazeneca’s Coronavirus vaccine.  
Reports last week stated that some people who received the shot developed blood clots.  So far, 
there’s no evidence the shot is responsible.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes reported. 
 

Title: Vaccine Hesitancy Campaign Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/16/21, 8a Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Everyone 60 years old and older can now register for the Covid vaccine here in Florida, but as 
more people become eligible, there’s concern about some hesitating to get the shot.  With that in 
mind, the federal government is launching a marketing campaign to fight skepticism and to build 
confidence.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes reported 
 

Title: Live 911 System Aired within FOX13 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/17/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
During emergencies like a house fire, we know that every second counts.  First responders are 
constantly trying to find new ways to cut down on response time.  A new local system at the 
sheriff’s office is making a difference.  It takes time to move a call from a 911 operator to a 
complaint taker to a dispatcher who eventually sends a deputy.  Now “Live 911” allows the deputy 
to hear emergency calls at the same time the 911 operator does, so they can respond 
immediately.  In the first month of operation, “Live 911” helped save the life of a choking child and 
a heart attack patient, but it all comes at a cost of about $80,000 per year.  FOX13’s Linda 
Hurtado reported. 
 

Title: Tampa Fire Station 13 Help Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/22/20, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Some much needed help as arrived for a Tampa fire station that ranks among the busiest in the 
nation.  Fire Station 13 near Busch Gardens answers 911 calls nearly constantly.  The local 
firefighters union helped get an additional engine company and rescue unit to ease their burden, 
but the union says the need goes much further.  Now they’re asking the mayor and city council to 
look at areas where Tampa’s exploding growth is outpacing public safety.  FOX13’s Jennifer 
Epstein reported. 
 

Title: Gun Laws Debate Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/24/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The call for more gun control grows louder after the Boulder shooting.  President Biden is pushing 
congress to pass new gun control measures in the wake of recent mass shootings, but the new 
momentum among democrats may only go so far.  They control the White House, but they still 
need some GOP supports.  The president is considering executive actions.  Fox’s Doug Luzader 
reported. 
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YOUTH & ELDERLY ISSUES 
 

Title: How to Explain to Kids Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 01/08/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The images and video of what happened at the capitol was disturbing for most adults, so imagine 
what imprint it left on our kids.  If you have a child, chances are you probably thought about how 
you or their teachers would address the events. Family therapists say it’s best to first reassure 
children that they are safe, then validate their concerns.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes reported. 
 

Title: Seniors Teaching Seniors Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 1/12/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A new online start up is gaining buzz among seniors in America.  It’s a website that hires older 
adults to teach others in their same age group new skills, all for free.  FOX’s Anita Roman 
reported. 
 

Title: Seniors Second Dose Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 1/27/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
It’s time for second doses for thousands of people in Hillsborough County who got the Covid-19 
vaccine earlier this month.  Health officials want to make sure they show up, especially seniors.  
Without that second dose, individuals are not fully protected.  FOX13’s Briona Arradondo 
reported. 
 

Title: Vaccine Angels Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 2/11/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
There’s a trend popping up in many states, including here in Florida.  People are helping seniors 
navigate the confusing steps for getting their vaccines.  They call themselves “Vaccine Angels,” 
and are reaching to every senior who needs a little help.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 
 

Title: Barbie Betty Crocker Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/5/21, 6a Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Betty Crocker and Barbie are cooking up a new idea; a baking “lab.”  The two brands are hoping 
to get young girls interested in “STEM.”  The labs are special recipes that incorporate chemistry.  
The foods include rock candy, ice cream in a bag and soda pop cupcakes.  The “Betty Lab” is 
part of the “Barbie Dream Gap Project” which inspires girls to pursue their dreams. FOX13’s 
Laura Moody reported. 
 

Title: Spring Break Lunches Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/11/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Spring Break in the bay area is almost here, and with students out of school, there is help for 
parents to keep their kids fed.  FOX13’s Matthew McClellan reported live from a distribution 
center in Tampa, where pre-packed lunches were being distributed. 
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Title: Remote Learning Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/18/21, 7a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
About 10% of kids ages four to 17 have ADD according to the Centers for Disease Control.  It’s 
even harder if they’re learning from home during this pandemic.  Doctor Richard Gallagher says 
many parents, whose children are learning remotely, are actually discovering for the very first 
time that their children have ADHD.  Fox’s Linda Schmidt reported. 
 

Title: Centre for Women in Workforce Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 3/23/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Seniors on a fixed income can have a hard time paying for costly home repairs, but thanks to a 
Hillsborough County program, their homes are getting the repairs they need.  The Centre for 
Women Home Improvement Program has helped thousands of seniors and was the focus of 
today’s “What’s Right with Tampa Bay” segment of the FOX13 News.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring 
reported. 
 

Title: Nursing Home Orders Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 3/22/20, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Governor Desantis has rescinded emergency orders dealing with nursing home visitors.  The 
industry has been told to follow federal guidelines, which means visitors are now allowed, and, 
they can touch their loved ones as long as the resident has been vaccinated.  According to the 
state, all of Florida’s nursing homes and long-term care facilities have been offered vaccines.  
FOX13’s Linda Hurtado reported. 
 
 
 
 


