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SUMMARY OF ISSUES 
3rd Quarter 2021 

 
COMMUNITY/TRANSPORTATION & GROWTH/ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: As Tampa 

struggles to keep up with our growing population, the community continues to face issues such as 
urbanization, transportation, and expansion.  Some of the community-inspired news topics this 
quarter included concerns about Red Tide, building contracts, and the Riverwalk Expansion.  
Mayor Castor and other Tampa officials unveiled a revamped pumping station to help stop 
wastewater spills.  A mechanical failure last July caused more than 57,000 gallons of wastewater 
to overflow into the Hillsborough Bay. Hundreds of tons of dead fish have turned up in Tampa 
Bay.  How could a few changes lead to a healthier bay?  Construction costs have soared this 
year.  Now, many families who planned to build their dream homes are finding their dreams 
dashed as builders cancel their contracts for more money.  Ten thousand pounds of trash was 
removed from one bay area beach over the Labor Day holiday.  FDOT asks beachgoers to “take 
it home.”  If you enjoy the Tampa Riverwalk, get ready for double the fun.  Plans are moving 
forward to expand the Riverwalk so that it runs on both sides of the Hillsborough River.  In 
September, Mayor Castor unveiled city kiosks.  At the touch of a button, they provide maps and 
information to pedestrians, and promise to inject funds into downtown projects. 
 

CRIME/JUSTICE/CRIMINAL COURTS:  WTVT continues to explore issues of crime in the 

Tampa Bay area.  FOX13 News provided viewers with detailed information on community issues, 
enforcement, and prevention.   Some story topics covered challenges to Florida’s Anti-Riot Law, 
police reform, and The Innocence Project of Florida.  Speeding has become a real problem.  
Operation “Southern Shield” endeavored to stop speeding, distracted driving and other bad 
driving habits. Deputies in Hillsborough County have a new non-lethal tool at their disposal.  It’s a 
device that shoots out a tether that wraps around a person, subduing them from a safe distance.  
An 11-year old girl was shot multiple times during a quadruple murder over the weekend.  The 
man accused of shooting her and killing her family told detectives he was on meth and struggles 
with PTSD.  Project Lifesaver gives bracelets with a radio frequency to elderly residents and 
children and adults with disabilities.  If they wander off, the can be rescued in about 30 minutes.  
A federal lawmaker from the bay area wants to make sure those who kill law enforcement face 
the harshest penalties possible.  Congressman Vern Buchannan was joined by Florida Attorney 
General, Ashley Moody to advocate for his “Think Blue Line act. 
 

ECONOMIC ISSUES: Economic pressures challenge cities across the nation and Tampa is no 

exception.  In the 3rd Quarter 2021, FOX13 News focused on Tampa’s budget, raising rental 
rates, the work-from-home trend, and state finances.  A new report shows housing has become 
so expensive, a minimum wage worker can’t afford rent.  If the federal minimum wage was raised 
to fifteen dollars an hour, it still wouldn’t be enough.  As some employers continue to struggle to 
fill open positions, companies are trying new tactics, hoping it will attract a younger generation of 
workers.  Chipotle and Target are among a few businesses turning to social media for help.  
Florida’s leaders say our financial outlook is “solid” after reviewing a report from state economists.  
More than 10 million jobless Americans started off Labor Day with less cash in their pockets as 
the federal government slashed three coronavirus-related unemployment programs in 
September, and a report from The American Transportation Research Institute shows why we are 
suffering a truck driver shortage.    
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EDUCATION COVERAGE:  Quality education is a Florida priority affecting all levels. This 

quarter, WTVT’s FOX13 NEWS reported on school mask mandates, the transition from home-
schooling to going back to the classroom, and bus driver and substitute teacher shortages.  
Florida is aiming to improve childhood literacy.  The “New World’s Reading Initiative” offers free 
books to the homes of elementary school students who are below their expected reading level.  
Hundreds of students gathered outside Kathleen High School in September to rally against their 
new principal, Daraford Jones. Jones started his position as principal this year and students claim 
he’s being too strict.  Schools are seeing such a shortage in bus drivers, they’re asking more 
students to walk and one district is even offering to pay parents to transport their children 
themselves.  Schools are also suffering substitute teacher shortages.  The teacher’s union says 
about 200 teachers are out each day and they’re having to use non-teaching employees to man 
classrooms.  Students say that in some cases, classes without teachers are being combined in 
auditoriums or media centers. 
 

HEALTH ISSUES: Health concerns for everyone from the youngest infants to the elderly are 

reported in FOX13 newscasts.  During the 3rd Quarter 2021, WTVT was still mainly focused on 
Covid-related news stories.  Catching Covid this year could cost a lot more than last year.  Many 
insurance companies have stopped picking up much of the tab.  During a virtual news conference 
in July, doctors accused Governor Desantis of politicizing the virus while the positivity rate, 
hospitalizations and deaths were on the rise.  In August, the FDA granted full approval of the 
Pfizer vaccine, making it the first vaccine to transition from emergency use to fully authorized use.   
The president of WHO held a press briefing in September, calling for countries to delay booster 
shots until more low-income countries have enough supply to give their people regular vaccine 
doses.  Also in September Pfizer announced that their vaccine was safe and effective for kids 
ages 5-11.  Kids won’t be getting the same dose as adults.  In non-Covid related news, Pfizer 
recalled its popular anti-smoking drug “Chantix” over a possible cancer risk.  The FDA says 
there’s no immediate risk to people taking the medication, but long term use could pose some 
risks.   
 

MINORITY/DISABLED ISSUES:  FOX13’s coverage of minority and disability issues during the 

3rd Quarter 2021 included local charities and their efforts for the disabled, women in the 
construction industry, and The Florida Criminal Justice Task Force.  A federal judge has ruled 
that the DACA program protecting young immigrants is illegal, claiming President Obama didn’t 
have the authority to create the program because it circumvented congress.  The White House 
faced tough questions about why migrants aren’t required to show proof of vaccination but other 
foreigners who travel here must.  About 15,000 Haitians camped out at Del Rio Bridge last week.  
Homeland Security told reporters that they were not tested for Covid, even though some 
appeared to be sick.  In September, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers donated $50,000 worth of 
devices to students in need.  It’s part of the Buccaneers Youth Leadership program which 
focuses on bridging the digital divide and supporting STEM programs. 
 

POLITICAL ISSUES: During 3rd Quarter 2021, FOX13 News reported on the abortion debate, 

education dollars, and the US Government’s funding deadline.  In August, Florida led the country 
in new Covid cases and the number of hospitalized patients.  Meanwhile, Florida implemented 
bans on vaccine passports, vaccine mandates from private companies and mask mandates.  The 
situation led President Biden to call out Florida, saying governors who won’t help should “get out 
of the way.”  The 2020 Census was released in August.  Now, state lawmakers will use that trove 
of information to redraw Florida’s political map.  September was the month for new laws, 
including a law raising the legal smoking age to 21 and minimum wage increases.  September 
also included National voter Registration Day, a non-partisan civil holiday celebrating democracy. 
The county was out in full force, helping people register at more than a dozen location. 
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YOUTH & ELDERLY ISSUES:  As technological advances increase our life spans and alter our 

lifestyles, society struggles with modern-day issues affecting our elderly and our youth. In 3rd 
Quarter 2021, FOX13 News focused on stories that highlighted retirement statistics, seniors’ 
weight health, and young adult’s working habits.  While it’s still rare for kids to experience serious 
symptoms from Covid, doctors say children with health issues, like diabetes, are more likely to 
develop problems that could lead to hospitalization.  A new report from the AARP found that 
Florida leads the country for the most Coronavirus deaths among nursing home residents and 
staff.  In September, Facebook announced that it was pausing its plan to develop “Instagram for 
kids.”  They say they will put the idea on hold so they can work with parents and experts to 
address concerns.  This year, folks have been hit hard by natural disasters, and according to a 
new study, if global temperatures continue to rise at their current pace, today’s kids will 
experience three times the number of disasters as their grandparents did. 
 

OTHER:   In addition to the local stories mentioned herein, FOX13 News also covered national 

news stories and local stories that made national news.  In August, the US ended America’s 
longest war.  Planes full of people were taken out of Afghanistan.  The Department of Homeland 
Security was tasked with resettling thousands of Afghan refugees who arrived here in the United 
States.  President Biden participated in a number of press conferences concerning the event.  In 
September, authorities arrested several people in South Florida, saying they took advantage of 
the tragedy in Surfside.  Three people were taken into custody, accused of stealing the identities 
of victims impacted by the condo collapse last June.  The Biden Administration planned to sue 
Texas over the state’s new Abortion Law.  The new Texas law bans most abortions once a fetal 
heartbeat is detected, which is as early as six weeks.  That’s before most women even know 
they’re pregnant.  There are no exceptions for rape or incest.  The law also grants a $10,000 
minimum reward to private citizens who successfully bring lawsuits against anyone involved in 
aiding an abortion.  The White House argues that it could be unconstitutional. The official death 
toll from Hurricane Ida is 82.  Two people died of carbon monoxide poisoning while the others 
died of excessive heat during a power outage.  Gabby Petito, a woman from North Port, never 
returned from a cross-country trip.  Her boyfriend, Brian Laundrie, returned from the trip alone 
and is a person of interest in her disappearance.  A witness reported a domestic issue between 
the two of them in early August, but no criminal charges were filed.  Laundrie is being 
uncooperative with authorities, and by mid-September, he was on the run when authorities found 
Gabby’s body.  As of this wrap-up, he still had not been found. 
 
FOX13 News highlighted many different charitable programs during 3rd Quarter, including Masks 
and Meals, Governor Desantis’ “New World’s Reading Initiative,” and “NFL Green,” the NFL’s 
environmental program.   From July 22nd through August 2nd, FOX13 teamed up with Publix for 
“Tools for Back to School.”  Donations help students and teachers succeed in the upcoming 
school year.  In September, FOX13 sponsored and participated in “Tunnel to Towers,” a chance 
to support the Heroes of 9-1-1.  FOX13 also teamed up with the American Cancer Society for the 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walks.  On September 27th, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
donated $50,000 worth of devices to students in need. It’s part of the NFL’s “inspire Change” 
initiative, which focuses on bridging the digital divide and supporting STEM programs. 
 
FOX13 News routinely responds to community interests with regular news segments such as 
“What’s Right with Tampa Bay,” where FOX13 anchor Kelly Ring honors citizens excelling in 
community spirit, and “Money, Power and Politics,” which offers political guidance from news 
reporter, Craig Patrick. FOX13’s Charley Belcher roves the bay area showcasing interesting, fun 
and educational places to visit. FOX13 covers important medical issues through the Fox Medical 
Team and through regular visits from medical experts connected to premier hospitals and clinics 
in our area. “Extraordinary Ordinary” is a regular segment highlighting everyday people doing 
remarkable things that make the Tampa area a better place to live. “Made in Tampa Bay” 
showcases local businesses unique to our area, and Drone Zone features aerial videos showing 
unique places and people of Tampa Bay. 
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COMMUNITY/TRANSPORTATION & GROWTH ISSUES 
 

Title: Red Tide Sea Grass Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/19/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
As the race to remove hundreds of tons of dead fish from Tampa Bay continues, there’s concern 
about the sea grass in Tampa Bay.  It’s the foundation of life for many species in the bay and it’s 
being devastated by red tide. What’s being done to prevent things from getting worse?  FOX13’s 
Dan Matics reported. 
 

Title: New Pumping Station Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/21/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Officials unveiled a revamped pumping station to help stop wastewater spills.  Mayor Castor and 
other Tampa officials were there for the ribbon cutting ceremony along west San Carlos Street.  
The station underwent a $25 million renovation to increase its efficiency, performance and life 
cycle.  The original station had been running since 1981 and was drastically in need of a major 
overhaul.  The station couldn’t have been reopened at a better time.  Back on July 4th, a 
mechanical failure at a pump caused more than 57,000 gallons of wastewater to overflow into the 
Hillsborough Bay.  Wastewater contains the kinds of nutrients that contribute to algae blooms like 
Red Tide.  FOX13’s Mark Wilson reported. 
 

Title: Red Tide Forum Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/23/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Hundreds of tons of dead fish in Tampa Bay is a sure sign of a problem, but not so obvious is 
how the simple things we do in our everyday lives contributes to that problem. How could a few 
changes lead to a healthier bay?  FOX13’s Kimberly Kuzion reported. 
 

Title: Builders Cancel Contracts Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 8/5/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
It’s no secret that construction costs have soared this year.  Now, many families who planned to 
build their dream homes are finding their dreams dashed.  Builders are canceling their contracts 
and putting the homes back on the real estate market at much higher prices.  FOX13’s Walter 
Allen reported. 
 

Title: Water Quality Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/2/21, 11p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
The Red Tide crisis is not over.  Today, the FWC detected low to high concentrations of the algae 
bloom.  It continues to kill fish, turtles and other marine life, which messes up our beaches and 
hurts commercial fishing.  The state’s solution is to crack down on businesses and municipalities 
that discharge low-quality water into the bay.FOX13’s Justin Matthews reported. 
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Title: Litterbugs Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/15/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Officials are asking beachgoers to change their habits.  During Labor Day weekend, ten thousand 
pounds of trash was removed from one bay area beach.  It’s not just an eyesore, it’s bad for the 
environment and it’s a burden on state workers who can barely keep up with the mess.  FDOT 
says it has no plans to add more trash cans at this time and asks beachgoers to “take it home.”  
FOX13’s Jennifer Holton reported. 
 

Title: Home Buying Slowed Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/16/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Home buying appears to be slowing down a bit.  New numbers show that August had the fewest 
competing offers so far this year.  One reason for the sudden slow down; experts say that sellers 
cold be pricing their homes too high and potential buyers aren’t biting.  But this doesn’t mean the 
housing market has stalled out.  Loan applications actually jumped seven percent.  Apparently, 
potential buyers are being enticed by the recent rise in inventory.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein 
reported. 
 

Title: Tampa Riverwalk Expansion Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/17/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
If you enjoy the Tampa Riverwalk, get ready for double the fun.  Plans are moving ahead to 
expand the Riverwalk so that it runs on both sides of the Hillsborough River. The Transportation 
Planning Board just agreed to spend $24 million to extend the Riverwalk from south Tampa and 
Bayshore, through west Tampa and over to Tampa Heights.  It took four mayors and more than 
20 years to get here.  FOX13’s Walter Allen reported. 
 

Title: Kiosks in Tampa Aired within FOX13’s 10:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/26/21, 10p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Touchscreen kiosks are providing people with much needed information, and even giving local 
businesses a boost.  The next time you’re walking around the city of Tampa and looking for a 
good place to eat or something to do, the answer could be just a touch away.  Mayor Castor 
unveiled the new displays that will highlight attractions and maps of the downtown area.  There’s 
no cost to the city for the kiosk because it has revenue with ads, and profits can go back into 
projects downtown.  The info search is all from Google and based on your location.  FOX13’s 
Sorboni Banerjee reported. 
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CRIME/JUSTICE/CRIMINAL COURTS ISSUES 

 

Title: Operation Southern Shield Aired within FOX13’s 4:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/19/21, 4p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Speeding has become a real problem on I-75.  All it takes is one trip to notice some drivers need 
to slow it down.  This week, you may notice additional troopers and law enforcement officers on 
the interstate and local roads.  They’re trying to send a message that speeding, distracted driving 
and other bad driving habits need to stop. They’re calling it “Southern Shield.  FOX13’s Kim 
Kuizon reported. 
 

Title: Anti-Riot Lawsuit Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 7/26/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A hearing has been set for a federal lawsuit challenging Florida’s new “Anti-Riot” law.  It’s the first 
legal test for the controversial law, which aims to crack down on violent protests across the state.  
The judge will hear from multiple organizations, including the “American Civil Liberties Union” and 
the NAACP.”  Critics argue that the law is simply a way to silence “peaceful protesting.”  FOX13’s 
Jennifer Epstein reported. 
 

Title: Nation Crime Crisis Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 7/26/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Rising crime rates in America are becoming a major concern for Americans.  Prosecutors are 
now trying to come up with ways to get the problem under control before it gets even worse.  
Lawmakers from both sides of the aisle continue to work on police reform.  One of the lead 
negotiators says, “When you demonize police officers, when you defund the police and you start 
talking about this war on police and prosecution and not on crime? You’re going to have a 
reduction in forces…”  Fox’s David Spunt reported. 
 

Title: New HCSO Weapon Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 8/4/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Deputies in Hillsborough County have a new non-lethal tool at their disposal.  It’s called the Bola-
wrap.  It’s a device that shoots out a tether that wraps around a person, subduing them from a 
safe distance.  They’ve been testing them since April and are now ready to deploy 165 of them in 
the field.  Sheriff Chronister says they won’t be replacing anything like Tasers or batons, but they 
will give deputies another option.   FOX13’s Chris Cato reported. 
 

Title: Release After Wrongful Conviction Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 8/23/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Tonight, a Tampa man is free after serving more than 30 years behind bars. Tony Hopps’s 
robbery conviction was overturned by a judge today after an investigation by State Attorney 
Andrew Warren uncovered major problems with how it was handled.  Seth Miller, with The 
Innocence Project of Florida, was there when he walked free.  FOX13’s Jordan Bowen reported. 
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Title: PTSD and Quad Homicide Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/8/21, 5p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
An 11-year old girl was shot multiple times during a quadruple murder over the weekend.  She’s 
recovering, but has a broken leg and has undergone four surgeries.  As for the man accused of 
shooting her and killing her family, he told detectives he was on meth and struggles with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder.  Today, FOX13’s Ken Suarez spoke to experts to see if PTSD could 
really trigger something so heinous.   
 

Title: Duke Energy Scam Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/16/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
There’s a warning from police this morning.  They say men are going around knocking on doors 
posing as Duke Energy employees.  They’re not selling anything, but they are trying to find out 
when you’re not going to be home.  What do they want and how do you protect yourself?  
FOX13’s Mariah Harrison reported. 
 

Title: Project Lifesaver Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/16/21, 6a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
It’s called “Project Lifesaver.”  The sheriff’s office says those who sign up are given bracelets with 
a radio frequency that helps deputies find them, should they get lost.  The sheriff’s office says it’s 
common for elderly residents, children and adults with disabilities to wander off.  Thanks to this 
technology, the average rescue time is just 30 minutes.  FOX13’s Laura Moody reported. 
 

Title: Thin Blue Line Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/27/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A federal lawmaker from the bay area wants to make sure those who kill law enforcement face 
the harshest penalties possible.  Congressman Vern Buchannan was joined by Florida Attorney 
General, Ashley Moody, to advocate for his “Thin Blue Line” act.  FOX13’s Josh Cascio reported 
live with the story. 
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ECONOMIC ISSUES 
 
Title: Minimum Wage Rent Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/15/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A new report shows housing has become so expensive, a minimum wage worker can’t afford rent 
anywhere in the country.  If the federal minimum wage was raised to fifteen dollars an hour, it still 
wouldn’t be enough.  The report comes from the National Low Income Coalition.  FOX13’s Mark 
Wilson reported. 

 
Title: Rents Going Up Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/19/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Have you seen the price of rent recently?  If you are paying it, you already know it’s been 
climbing.  The cost is going up astronomically.  It’s especially true here in Tampa Bay.  FOX13’s 
Ken Suarez reported. 
 

Title: Companies Hiring on Social Media Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/19/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
As some employers continue to struggle to fill open positions, companies are trying new tactics, 
hoping it will attract a younger generation of workers.  Chipotle and Target are among a few of 
the corporations turning to the social media video app “Tik-Tok” to assist them in seeking out 
future employees.  FOX13’s Linda Hurtado reported. 
 

Title: Work from Home Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 8/4/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
When the pandemic struck a year and a half ago, millions of workers were forced to work from 
home.  At first, people seemed to miss the office and their co-workers, but then came 
acceptance, and some even enjoyed it.  Thousands of people are still wanting to work from home 
even though their employers have called them back into the office.  According to “Ladders Inc,” a 
career research website, they found that in March of 2020, there were only 7000 jobs that 
classified as “work from home.”  Now, there are more than 80,000.  FOX13’s Laura Moody 
reported. 
 

Title: State Finances Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/3/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Florida’s leaders say our financial outlook is “solid” after reviewing a report from state economists.  
The Joint Legislative Budget Commission accepted a report today known as the “Long-range 
Financial Outlook.”  The report shows increasing confidence that the economy is largely returning 
to normal after the state’s initial financial hit from the Covid-19 pandemic.  One factor that 
lawmakers say helped was the decision to reopen Florida’s economy while other states remained 
on pandemic lockdown.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
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Title: Jobless Aid Ends Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/6/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
More than 10 million jobless Americans started Labor Day off with less cash in their pockets as 
the federal government slashed three coronavirus-related unemployment programs today.  One 
of those gave millions of people an extra $300 a week on top of the standard unemployment 
checks they were already collecting.  Some said the additional $300 incentivized people to stay 
out of work but critics disagree.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Job Openings Aired within FOX13’s 4:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/8/21, 4p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The number of job openings in the US hit a record high for a fifth straight month in July, but the 
labor department’s job openings and labor turnover survey showed that actual hiring slipped 
slightly.  Also, nearly four million people quit their jobs, suggesting that many Americans are 
confident enough in their prospects to seek something new.  FOX13’s Chris Cato reported. 
 

Title: Affordable Housing Campaign Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/9/21, 4a Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
We all know it’s a tough housing market.  Home prices are high, inventory is limited and financial 
help during the pandemic is drying up.  That combination could lead to more families living out on 
the streets.  Here in Florida, the real estate industry was spending millions on a campaign to 
protect funding for affordable housing, but after pressure from politicians in Tallahassee, they’re 
halting that campaign.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 
 

Title: Budget Battles Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/16/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
President Biden is making his case before the American People to explain his economic vision for 
the middle class.  During remarks he made today, the president laid out why he believes raising 
taxes on the wealthy can foster more prosperity for the country, but there are still big questions 
over whether democrats will be able to pass his spending package.  Fox’s Madeline Rivera 
reported. 
 

Title: Trucker Shortage Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/20/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
While many companies are recruiting as hard as they can, one retired trucker told FOX13 that 
some things need to change to attract and keep drivers.     A report from The American 
Transportation Research Institute shows some top concerns among truckers are pay, the driver 
shortage, safety and detention time.  Detention time is the time spent waiting to load or unload.  
Drivers aren’t typically paid   for waiting during loading and unloading.  In the meantime, trucker 
shortages are affecting everyone’s bottom line.  FOX13’s Briona Arradondo reported.   
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EDUCATION ISSUES 
 

Title: Preparing for School Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/22/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
As kids get ready to head back to in-person classrooms, parents will want to pay attention!  There 
are things you can do now to make their transition easier.  Tour the building to see how things will 
look.  Learn the mask policies and safety protocols, and build predictability over the next few 
weeks by designing some routines that children ca count on.  FOX13’s Linda Hurtado reported. 
 

Title: Childhood Literacy Program Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/22/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Florida is aiming to improve childhood literacy among students who are struggling to read.  The 
“New World’s Reading Initiative” offers free books to the homes of elementary school students 
who are below their expected reading level.  They’ll be identified through their scores on 
standardized tests and the books will come from an approved list.  FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot 
reported. 
 

Title: Local School Masks Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 7/23/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
In Less than three weeks, most bay area students will be back in school, but there are still 
questions about how they’ll handle Covid precautions.  Before case numbers started to rise 
again, all local school districts said masks would be optional in the fall.  So far, several counties 
say they’re sticking to that plan.  One local county is sending out a poll to parents to find out how 
they feel.  FOX13’s Walter Allen reported. 
 

Title: Hillsborough County Covid Newser Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 8/4/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Today, Hillsborough County School Superintendent, Addison Davis, revealed the district’s 
reopening plan for the new school year, which starts next Tuesday.  One of the big questions on 
parents’ minds is how the district will handle quarantines.  The policy says that if an unvaccinated 
student comes into contact with someone at school who has the virus, they’ll have to quarantine 
for seven days and take a Covid test on day six.  If they’re vaccinated, they will not have to 
quarantine.  He also says that while masks are optional, they’re encouraging everyone to wear 
them.  FOX13’s Chris Cato reported. 
 

Title: Covid Slide Help Aired within FOX13’s 10:00 News 

Date/Time: 8/4/21, 10p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Parents and students are hoping for an easier school year than last year.  Many kids fell behind 
due to what’s been called the “Covid Slide.”  Now, tutors and lawmakers are extending a helping 
hand to get them back on track.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
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Title: USF Classes Begin Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 8/23/21, 11p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Today was the first day of the fall semester at the University of South Florida.  It marked the 
return to campus for many students who have been doing on-line classes since the pandemic 
began.  While masks are not required, it was reported that lots of people were wearing them.  The 
president of the faculty senate says it doesn’t make sense to go back to in-person classes with 
Covid numbers running so high.  FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot reported. 
 

Title: Bus Driver Shortage Aired within FOX13’s News at Noon 

Date/Time: 8/24/21, 12p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The pandemic has created a lot of changes to our economy and the job market.  Now, many 
school districts are seeing a shortage of bus drivers.  It’s getting so bad that some districts are 
adding thousands of dollars in bonuses to entice new drivers.  Other schools are asking more 
students to walk, and one district is even offering parents up to $700 to transport their children 
themselves.  FOX13’s Linda Hurtado reported. 
 

Title: Substitute Shortages Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/2/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
As the pandemic rages on, staffing shortages are also affecting classrooms and school bus 
routes.  The teachers union says about 200 teachers are out each day and they can’t find enough 
substitutes because of Covid.  The district is now having to use non-teaching employees to man 
classrooms, but students say that in some cases, classes without teachers are being combined in 
auditoriums or media centers.  FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot reported. 
 

Title: High School Protest Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/28/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Things got tense today at Kathleen High School.  Hundreds of students gathered outside the 
school yesterday morning to rally against their new principal, Daraford Jones.  Things got pretty 
heated.  Fourteen students are now facing charges.  Jones started his position as principal this 
year and students claim he’s being too strict.  FOX13’s Laura Moody reported. 
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HEALTH ISSUES: 
 

Title: Pfizer Recall Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 7/20/21, 7a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Pfizer is voluntarily recalling its popular anti-smoking drug “Chantix” over a possible cancer risk.  
The company says they found impurities that exceed levels of a compound known to cause 
cancer.  The FDA says there’s no immediate risk to people taking the medication, but long term 
use could pose some risks.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes reported.  
 

Title: Covid Waivers Insurance Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/22/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
In case you need another reason to get the Covid vaccine, how about this?  Catching Covid this 
year could cost you a lot more than last year.  Many insurance companies have stopped picking 
up much of the tab.  When the pandemic began, many health insurance companies voluntarily 
waived co-pays for medical treatment, ER visits and hospitalizations.  Federal law still requires 
insurance companies to pay for Covid tests and vaccines, but many insurance companies are 
dropping their cost-sharing waivers for treatment.  FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot reported. 
 

Title: Doctors vs Desantis Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 7/23/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A group of Florida physicians is criticizing Governor Desantis’ handling of the current Covid 
surge.  During a virtual news conference, the doctors accused the governor of politicizing the 
virus while the positivity rate, hospitalizations and deaths are all rising.  According to the White 
House, Florida accounts for 20% of all new cases nationwide, and nearly 100% of those who end 
up in the ICU aren’t vaccinated.  The governor says this a “seasonal” spike and that it happened 
last year.  Doctors who took part in the call say this surge is because of the extremely contagious 
Delta variant.  FOX13’s Walter Allen reported. 
 

Title: Lambda Variant Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/23/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
While the Delta Variant makes up the majority of Covid cases right now, a new variant has 
emerged.  The first case of the Lambda Variant has been reported in the United States.  It was 
first detected in Peru last December, but little is known about it.  The strain doesn’t appear to be 
as contagious as Delta, but health experts warn that it’s too early to determine its true threat.  
FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot reported. 
 

Title: Pfizer Vaccine Approval Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 8/23/21, 6p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
There’s a major step tonight in the fight against the Coronavirus.  The FDA has granted full 
approval of the Pfizer vaccine, making it the first vaccine to transition from emergency use to fully 
authorized.  FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
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Title: Who Pushes Against Boosters Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/9/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
As the White House continues to push for booster shots for all Americans starting September 
20th, the World Health Organization continues to push back.  The president of WHO held a press 
briefing Wednesday, once again calling for countries to delay booster shots until more low-
income countries have enough supply to give their people regular vaccine doses.  The 
organization’s director says he’s appalled by the notion that pharmaceutical companies don’t 
have enough vaccines for both booster shots and initial vaccinations in poorer countries.  
FOX13’s Walter Allen reported. 
 

Title: Pfizer Kid Vaccines Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/20/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Pfizer announced today that data from its clinical trials shows the Covid 19 vaccine is safe and 
effective for kids ages 5-11.  The company says the antibodies produced by kids in that age 
group were similar to those found in teens and adults.  Pfizer plans to ask the FDA for emergency 
use authorization by the end of the month.  Health officials want to be sure we know that kids 
won’t be getting the same dose as adults.  FOX13’s Cynthia Smoot reported.   
 

Title: FDA Booster Folo Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/20/22, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
To start giving the vaccine to kids, Pfizer will have to get approval from the same FDA panel that 
last week refused to recommend booster shots for the general population.  Today was the day 
President Biden hoped Americans could start signing up for a booster shot, but on Friday, the 
FDA advisory group rejected the plan.  Instead, it ruled boosters should only be given to select 
groups, such as seniors 65 and older or immune-compromised patients.  Health officials say the 
focus should still be on getting people to roll up their sleeves for their first two shots, which, they 
say, remain highly effective.  FOX13’s Chris Cato reported. 
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MINORITY & DISABILITY ISSUES 
 

Title: Judge Rules Against Daca Aired within FOX13’s 10:00 News 

Date/Time: 7/16/21, 10p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A federal judge ruled that the DACA program protecting young immigrants is illegal.  He ordered 
the Biden Administration to put a stop to new DACA applications.  For now the program remains 
intact for those already participating.  Nine states are part of the suit over the Obama era 
program, claiming President Obama didn’t have the authority to create the program because it 
circumvented congress. FOX13’s Kelly Ring reported. 
 

Title: Women Industry Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/8/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Many industries continue to face labor shortages brought on by the pandemic, and construction is 
one of them.  But in a field widely regarded as “male dominated,” a growing number of 
organizations are helping empower more women to fill the empty positions.  Currently, women 
make up roughly four percent of all skilled construction workers.  That number is slowly on the 
rise, but experts say breaking down barriers is difficult.  FOX13’s Linda Hurtado reported. 
 

Title: Florida Criminal Justice Task Force Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/16/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
In Colorado, the state attorney general says an investigation found a pattern of racially biased 
policing and excessive force.  It is cases like those that have the Florida Democratic Party eyeing 
criminal justice reform here.  They’re launching a task force that they hope will lead to new 
legislation and ordinances that will make Florida safer for everyone.  FOX13’s Walter Allen 
reported. 
 

Title: Vaccine Migrant Exemptions Aired within FOX13’s 10:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/20/21, Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The White House is facing tough questions about why migrants aren’t required to show proof of 
vaccination but other foreigners who travel here must.  The question came up during a White 
House press conference announcing the US is lifting a travel ban for international travelers who 
are vaccinated.  FOX News report, Peter Doocy, asked if migrants at the border were also 
required to show proof of vaccination, and that’s when the conversation got heated.   
 

Title: Migrants Covid Testing Aired within FOX13’s 11:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/25/21, 11p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Thousands of migrants camping out at the border was a hot topic this week, and now we’re 
learning that none of them were tested for Covid 19.  About 15,000 Haitians camped out at the 
Del Rio Bridge last week.  The Homeland Security secretary told reporters that they were not 
tested.  He admitted that some appeared to be sick, but more so from the elements like heat and 
dehydration.  FOX13’s Lloyd Sowers reported. 
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Title: Habitat House Built by Women Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/26/21, 8a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The sixth “women built” Habitat for Humanity house in Hillsborough County is a wrap, with 
Shalonda Granger getting the keys to her new home Saturday for her and her twin daughters.  
Granger worked alongside 16 teams of women volunteers to build her new home, putting in 300 
sweat equity hours to fulfill habitat’s requirements.  The women not only built the home, they 
worked to raise nearly $55,000 to cover construction costs.  This is the first time that a “women 
built” Habitat project was led by a female construction site supervisor.  FOX13’s Matt McClellan 
reported 
 

Title: Bucs Donate to School Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/27/21, 5p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
The Bucs are Super Bowl Champions on the field and winners off the field too.  Today, the team 
donated $50,000 worth of devices to students in need.  It’s part of the Buccaneers Youth 
Leadership program, where players and staff serve as mentors for 25 students at Young Middle 
Magnet.  Today’s donation is also part of the NFL’s “Inspire Change” initiative, which focuses on 
bridging the digital divide and supporting STEM programs. 
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POLITICAL ISSUES 
 

Title: Biden vs Desantis Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 8/5/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Florida continues to lead the country in new Covid cases and the number of hospitalized patients.  
Meanwhile, Florida has implemented bans on vaccine passports, vaccine mandates from private 
companies and mask mandates.  The situation led President Biden to call out Florida, saying 
governors who won’t help should “get out of the way.”  Yesterday, Governor DeSantis came out 
swinging with an attack on the President’s border policies.  FOX13’s Kellie Cowan reported. 
 

Title: Census Data Release Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 8/12/21, 5:00p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The 2020 Census was released today.  It’s the most detailed portrait yet of how the United States 
has changed over the past decade.  Now, state lawmakers will use that trove of information to 
redraw Florida’s political map. That will shake up the state and political races across the state.  
FOX13’s Political Editor, Craig Patrick reported. 
 

Title: Abortion Debate Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/3/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The Supreme Court’s latest ruling “not” to halt a controversial Texas law banning abortions puts 
the topic front and center in upcoming elections.  Democrats and republicans see the topic as a 
motivator for voters.  Some GOP led states are working to follow Texas.  FOX13’s Mark W ilson 
and Fox’s Lauren Blanchard reported. 
 

Title: Castor Education Aired within FOX13’s 10:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/20/22, 10p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
One local lawmaker says Florida schools are missing out on federal money; money that could 
really help students.  During a virtual town hall meeting tonight, US Representative Kathy Castor 
explained. 
 

Title: Funding Deadline Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/27/21, 6p Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
Congress is facing a big week as the house and senate move toward votes on legislation 
addressing government funding, the debit limit and President Biden’s domestic agenda.  Funding 
for the federal government is set to run out Thursday at midnight. Fox’s Madelene Rivera 
reported. 
 

Title: New laws – Vaping Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/28/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
This week, several new laws will take effect in our state, and one of them is the new legal age to 
vape and smoke tobacco.  The new law will raise the smoking age from 18 to 21, and some 
people are fuming over the change.  Also changing this week is minimum wage.  The state’s 
minimum wage will go from $8.65 an hour to $10.00.  Each year, minimum wage will continue to 
increase incrementally until reaching $15 an hour by 2026.  FOX13’s Elizabeth Fry reported. 
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Title: Voter Registration Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/28/21, 6a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Today in Hillsborough County, the supervisor of elections is celebrating National Voter 
Registration Day.  It’s a non-partisan civic holiday celebrating democracy.  The county will be out 
helping people register at more than a dozen locations.  You can also register on-line.  FOX13’s 
Laura Moody reported. 
 

Title: Smoking Age to 21 Aired within FOX13’s 6:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/31/21, 6p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A new law raises Florida’s smoking age to 21.  It’s an effort to reduce tobacco intake in young 
people, especially “vaping.”  You must now be 21 to buy, possess, smoke or use tobacco 
products in this state, including e-cigarettes.  This aligns with federal law.  Some fear Florida’s 
new law could lead to a rise in underage sales, ending up with less compliance.  FOX13’s Josh 
Cascio reported. 
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YOUTH & ELDERLY ISSUES 
 

Title: When to Retire Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 7/23/21, 9a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
The latest trend in money management is for people to retire as early as possible.  It’s called 
“FIRE,” which stands for “Financial Independence, Retire Early.”  For most people though, retiring 
at age 35 or 40 isn’t an option.  In fact, according to Money Talk News, the average age people 
call it quits is 64.  How much money will you need?  “Go Banking Rates.com” says for most 
people to live comfortably, they would need at least a million dollars.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes 
reported. 
 

Title: Cutting 200 Calories Helpful Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 8/5/21, 4a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A new study finds that cutting just 200 calories per day, combined with regular exercise, can 
boost heart health.  Researchers monitored overweight seniors and put each of them on a 
supervised fitness plan.  Some were instructed to cut either 200 or 600 calories per day.  
Researchers found that those who cut 200 saw a bigger improvement in vascular health and lost 
nearly the same amount of weight as those who cut back more drastically.  FOX13’s Jennifer 
Epstein reported. 
 

Title: Young Adults & Work Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 8/24/21, 9a Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
According to a new study, many young people believe they work harder than older generations.  
More than 25% are convinced they hustle harder than older people.  Meanwhile, one-third chose 
their college major based on their passions and have already put money in their pockets.  
FOX13’s Laura Moody reported.  
 

Title: Child Covid Cases Nearly 2M Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/16/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A new report shows Covid infections are on the rise.  According to the Pan American Health 
Organization, those cases have now topped one-point-nine million.  While it’s still rare for kids to 
experience serious symptoms, doctors say children with health issues, like diabetes, are more 
likely to develop problems that could lead to hospitalization.  FOX13’s Jennifer Epstein reported. 
 

Title: Florida Nursing Home Deaths Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/16/21, 5a Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
A new report from the AARP found that Florida leads the country for the most Coronavirus deaths 
among nursing home residents and staff.  That could be because less than half of Florida’s 
nursing home workers are vaccinated, and some residents haven’t received the shot either.  
There are urgent concerns about possible spread.  FOX13’s Briona Arradondo reported. 
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Title: Instagram for Kids Aired within FOX13’s 4:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/27/21, 4p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
Facebook announced today that’s it is pausing its plan to develop “Instagram for kids.”  The move 
comes after strong backlash from some parents and lawmakers.  Instagram Kids was going to be 
designed for children under 13 years old, but for now, the company says it will put the idea on 
hold so it can work with parents and experts to address concerns.  FOX13’s Chris Cato reported. 
 

Title: Dream Center Aired within FOX13’s 5:00 News 

Date/Time: 9/27/21, 5p Segment Duration: 2:00 

Source: Local  

 
From homework help to sports, arts and crafts and everything in between.  It’s all part of a “free” 
after-school program put on by Tampa’s “Dream Center.”  But where does the money come 
from?  FOX13’s Tony Sadiku reported 
 

Title: Disasters 4 Kids Aired within FOX13’s Good Day Tampa Bay 

Date/Time: 9/28/21, 7a Segment Duration: 1:00 

Source: Local  

 
This year, folks have been hit hard by natural disasters and according to a new study, if global 
temperatures continue to rise at their current pace, today’s kids will experience three times the 
number of disasters as their grandparents did.  FOX13’s Russell Rhodes reported. 

 


