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Short Description (250 Characters):

The pandemic exposed stark inequalities around the world, especially in terms of vaccine access,
leading to the deaths of untold thousands in the global south. Amid ongoing challenges, activists
and scientists continue to push for broader healthcare equity, navigating patent barriers to ensure
fairer access to essential medicines.

Long Description:

At the beginning of the pandemic, we reported on the
extreme inequality of the vaccine rollout to low income
countries. Their access was hindered because of a patent
system imposed globally. At the time, activists tried to pass
TRIPS, which would have waived all patents related to
COVID. Not just for vaccines, but for all therapeutics and
protective equipment.

But as the world moved on from COVID, so did the efforts
for equity. The TRIPS waiver failed to provide access to
medicines, and poor countries never received the vaccines
they were promised.

What comes next is considering the global south, and by
extension all of our vulnerability to the next pandemic,
where profit takes precedence over public health and human
life. But the global south’s fight will not be stopped. On
today's show we look back at the failures of the early
pandemic and at new initiatives led by scientists and activists
to circumvent patents and create broader access to
medicines.

Learn more about the story and find the transcript on radioproject.org.




Making Contact is an award-winning, nationally syndicated radio show and podcast featuring
narrative storytelling and thought-provoking interviews. We cover the most urgent issues of our
time and the people on the ground building a more just world.

Featuring:

EPISODE FEATURES: Fatima Hassan, Human rights lawyer and founder of Health Justice
Initiative; Piotr Kolczynski, EU Health Policy & Advocacy Advisor for The People's Vaccine
Alliance; Achal Prabhala, Researcher and coordinator of the AccessIBSA project; Petro
Terblanche, Managing Director of Afrigen Biologics and Vaccines

MAKING CONTACT: This episode is hosted by Salima Hamirani. It is produced by Anita
Johnson, Lucy Kang, Salima Hamirani, and Amy Gastelum. Our executive director is Jina
Chung.

For More Information:

e Access IBSA
e The People's Vaccine Alliance

e Afrigen Biologics Vaccines — An Avacare IDC Health Company
e The Health Justice Initiative
e Pandemic Lessons Compendium

e Difference Between Biologics and Small Molecules
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Caption: Healthcare worker provides COVID-19 vaccination




Please call us if you carry us (510-239-3899) and we will list your station on our website. If you
excerpt, please credit early and often.

f VS~

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Advance Show
Alerts - Making Contact" group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to advance-
show-alerts+unsubscribe@radioproject.org.

To view this discussion on the web

visit https://groups.google.com/a/radioproject.org/d/msgid/advance-show-alerts/ CACwWE
%3D1C520Gu%3DAW-OCnOgNoU2byK rZTVIv8EKkmSL%3DVWHr7foQ
%40mail.gmail.com.




