
vWZRD Q4 Quarterly Issues

1 .Global warming (especially erratic weather patterns)

2. Inflation (especially gas prices)

3. Strikes (especially public sector workers like CTA workers starting relief to inflation

4. Conflicts (namely Palestinian-Israeli conflict)

5. Congressional paralysis (namely the looming shutdown

6. LGBTQIA rights (openly hostile stance from other presidential contenders)

7. Abortion rights ( namely in the South)

8. Censorship (namely after voicing support for Palestinians

9. Migrant crisis in Chicago (along with proposed construction of winter tent cities to alleviate such crisis)

10. General Election season (2024 presidential election)

11. Student debt

12. Chicago city budget deficit (how it affects public services)

13. Current status of DACA

14. Teacher shortage in Chicago (especially substitute teachers)

15. Cost of travel (especially the price of airline prices are rising)

Timestamp Name of Wizard Date aired Start Time End time Issue addressed

How did you log your 
informational 
programming on the 
program log Narrative Describe the content of your segment Narrative Describe how your segment is relevant to the issue you chose. Source ( included all relevant information ie website, publisher, author, title etc) Where?

12/31/2023 20:42:41
Monica 
Mazzaro 10/7/2023 8:20:00 AM 8:33:00 AM

International 
Conflict News Breaking News from a volatile region Surprise attack during Jewish Holiday

https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-hamas-rockets-airstrikes-tel-
aviv-11fb98655c256d54ecb5329284fc37d2

12/31/2023 20:53:57
Monica 
Mazzaro 10/7/2023 8:33:00 AM 8:36:00 AM Censorship News Update on previous story censoring certain productions of opera from the met season.

After pushback from the community, a local public radio station in North 
Carolina reinstated the entire season of the Met, with ALL productions of the 
season to be broadcast.

https://operawire.com/the-classical-station-reverses-course-will-now-broadcast-
entire-met-opera-2023-24-season/

12/31/2023 21:15:49
Monica 
Mazzaro 10/7/2023 9:06:00 AM 10:00:00 AM Migrants News multiple pieces covering the concept of sanctuary cities

The first aspect is a recorded press conference regarding the lawsuit against 
the city of Chicago housing migrants in public spaces. The next is an article 
on the history of sanctuary cities followed by what it means for the city of 
Chicago. Both are marked as GEN in the log

https://youtu.be/Za4Q3hCi3yM?si=Ujtk2Nyqgr6zA8qW

https://www.history.com/news/church-sanctuary-asylum-middle-ages

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/mayor/Office%20of%20New%
20Americans/PDFs/SanctuaryCitiesFAQs.pdf

12/31/2023 21:24:58
Monica 
Mazzaro 10/14/2023 8:25:00 AM 8:30:00 AM Climate News The impact of climate on migration Climate disasters displaced 43 million children over the past 6 years

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-disasters-displaced-43-
million-children-in-just-six-years/

12/31/2023 22:09:17
Monica 
Mazzaro 10/14/2023 8:30:00 AM 8:37:00 AM

Consumer 
protection News Biden Administration bring down costs for American consumers.

The FTC, CFPB, and the FCC are cracking down on junk fees and hidden 
fees and increasing competition.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-
releases/2023/10/11/biden-harris-administration-announces-broad-new-actions-
to-protect-consumers-from-billions-in-junk-fees/#:~:text=The%20FTC%
20proposed%20a%20rule,ons%20that%20have%20no%20benefit

12/31/2023 22:35:06
Monica 
Mazzaro 10/28/2023 8:13:00 AM 8:38:00 AM Insurrection News Local Law Enforcement members are also members of extremist organization

Mayor Brandon Johnson is investigating individuals within the Chicago Police 
Department that may be involved with extremist organisations like the Proud 
Boys and Oath Keepers that have ties to overthrow the government.

https://graphics.suntimes.com/extremism-ranks/2023/oathkeepers-proudboys-
extremism-mayor-brandon-johnson-chicago-police-investigation/

12/31/2023 22:23:32
Monica 
Mazzaro 10/21/2023 8:50:00 AM 9:28:00 AM

Toxic 
personalities Gen Toxic personalities and Gen Z men the wish to be like them

This Segment includes an article about how toxic personalities are rewarded 
in the corporate world and the 2nd article (used as a primer for an interview 
with the Director and lead actor in a local production of American Psycho) 
explains how some men in Gen Z misinterpret the character of Patrick 
Bateman as a hero, rather than villain.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0191886919307317

https://english.elpais.com/culture/2023-01-11/why-are-gen-z-men-obsessed-
with-the-main-character-of-american-psycho.html

12/31/2023 22:42:10
Monica 
Mazzaro 11/4/2023 8:14:00 AM 8:25:00 AM Unions News Multiple strikes occurring simultaneously

Article 1 discusses the latest development in the UAW strike, followed by a 
new strike with Scholastic workers, finished with the latest update on the 
Sag-Aftra strike

https://apnews.com/article/ford-plant-approves-tentative-contract-agreement-
uaw-strike-12e62184b7c321b502ca268ae30f7901

https://newsguild.org/scholastic-workers-walk-out-to-protest-glaring-hypocrisy-
by-the-childrens-publishing-powerhouse/

https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/sag-aftra-meet-studios-over-034016465.
html?fr=yhssrp_catchall

12/31/2023 22:48:39
Monica 
Mazzaro 11/11/2023 8:24:00 AM 8:57:00 AM Unions News Latest update for Sag-Aftra Sag-Aftra bargains deal with AMPTP, temporarily ending the strike

https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/business/story/2023-11-08/actors-
strike-sag-aftra-amptp-contract-deal-ai-streaming

12/31/2023 22:53:44
Monica 
Mazzaro 11/11/2023 8:28:00 AM 8:33:00 AM Abortion News Ohio votes on Abortion

Ohio votes to allow abortion and republicans plot to work around the will of 
the people

https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/2023/11/08/ohio-republicans-
make-plans-after-voters-approve-issue-1-issue-2/71498030007/

12/31/2023 23:00:44
Monica 
Mazzaro 11/18/2023 8:23:00 AM 8:26:00 AM

1st 
Amendment/Cen
sorship News Supreme Court makes ruling Supreme Court rejects Florida's attempts to restrict Drag shows

https://apnews.com/article/supreme-court-drag-shows-florida-desantis-
lgbtqhnmmwnsaz-88c6624e2e8a8be812e6eb63161a2631

12/31/2023 23:14:40
Monica 
Mazzaro 11/25/2023 9:25:00 AM 9:30:00 AM LGBTQIA+ News Macy's Parade transgender "controversy"

Stephen Miller sues Macy's the week of the thanksgiving parade for publicity 
and raising funds https://abovethelaw.com/2023/11/stephen-miller-sues-macys/

12/31/2023 23:17:46
Monica 
Mazzaro 12/2/2023 8:12:00 AM 8:26:00 AM Environment News Toxic gases Oil companies burn fuel and pollute air https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-67522413

12/31/2023 23:23:18
Monica 
Mazzaro 12/9/2023 8:32:00 AM 8:44:00 AM

Humanitarian 
concerns News Humanitarian crisis in the Middle East

ICRC representative asks both Israel and Hamas to cease conflict and 
discusses how rules of engagement saves lives https://www.arabnews.com/node/2421386/middle-east

12/31/2023 23:30:06
Monica 
Mazzaro 12/16/2023 8:35:00 AM 9:17:00 AM Abortion News a deep dive into multiple stories regarding abortion

Several articles covering issues from several locations within the United 
states where women's lives are at risk and another woman is being charged 
after a miscarriage. A recorded piece is also included with a Catholic 
perspective where "Mary had a choice"

https://apnews.com/article/abortion-lawsuit-kentucky-texas-arizona-
42776ba0bc37394f86dc779be98e0949
https://youtu.be/RzPAZD5mcyg?si=84aQtGry8TF36_Hn
https://jezebel.com/ohio-woman-faces-abuse-of-a-corpse-charge-for-miscarr-
1851075340

https://thehill.com/business/4360255-texas-abortion-challenge-businesses-
economy-bumble-amicus-brief/

12/31/2023 23:38:03
Monica 
Mazzaro 12/23/2023 8:09:00 AM 8:31:00 AM Migrants News Deep dive into the latest information regarding migration 

This segment begins with a local story about child dying from a medical 
emergency staying in the pilsen migrant shelter, a vigil was held for the boy 
and local NGO's feel like they are being more including in the local 
humanitarian crisis and pivoting to Florida's businesses are faltering due to 
migrants fleeing the state and turning to child labor to fill the gap.

https://news.wttw.com/2023/12/19/no-evidence-outbreak-pilsen-migrant-shelter-
after-5-year-old-boy-died-medical-emergency

https://abc7chicago.com/chicago-migrant-crisis-migrants-vigil-mayor-brandon-
johnson/14205474/

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2023/12/18/2211980/-As-migrants-flee-Florida-
GOP-pushes-to-ease-child-labor-laws-to-deal-with-shortage-of-workers

12/31/2023 23:46:35
Monica 
Mazzaro 12/30/2023 9:02:00 AM 9:27:00 AM Gender Roles Gen Gender history is wrong

The perception of men being the hunters and women being gatherers is 
incorrect based on scientific evidence. This is a very thorough examination 
on gender roles in the past and misogynistic scientists in our recent past 
have distorted and hindered anthropological studies on gender.

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-theory-that-men-evolved-to-hunt-
and-women-evolved-to-gather-is-wrong1/

1/1/2024 17:08:39 Miles Sennett 9/30/2023 9:00:00 PM 10:00:00 PM

DIY car repair, 
self sufficient 
vehicle 
maintenance,  
consumer 
protection Gen

Interviewed Ry Kochman, a local mechanic. Discussed how to look out for auto repair scams 
and DIY repair Direct conversation with someone in the field. ryankochman2@gmail.com 

1/1/2024 18:31:53 Meagan Panici 12/14/2023 12:45:00 PM 1:00:00 PM PET clause News

"Every ten minutes, a child is killed by Israeli military airstrikes led by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in Gaza. This means that every ten minutes, there is a child who will 
never get to fulfill their dreams. A child who will never get to fulfill their childhood, their teenage 
years, or their adult years, and a family that will never get to watch their kid grow up."

A petition from Move-On.org to remind us that Israeli Military airstrikes are 
still happening. It's relevant because it's very important world news that is 
going on as we speak

https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/no-tax-dollars-for-bombing-civilians?
akid=371364.19550979.4PuLBv&rd=1&source=mo&t=2

Audacity (Office 
Computer) MP3

1/3/2024 4:05:13 Trudy Leong 10/30/2023 10:00:00 PM 10:30:00 PM Conflicts PA

WZRD Interview 10/30/2023, 10 AM

Rowan Richards, Director of Business Coaching, discussed how Allies for Community 
Business would help a prospective client in the North of Howard area in Rogers Park,  initially 
assesses new client entrepreneurs, 35 entrepreneurial milestones, funding, business building 
acquisition and investment and the Chicago Investment Corporation (CIC), referrals and 
contractors, collaborative spaces and the Hatchery in East Garfield Park, and more.

Rowan Richards' discussion addressed the conflicts facing small business 
owners.

https://a4cb.org

https://youtu.be/7gDhOU4OUZ4?si=OBMI4oS2NqV4Y0In

Recorded on 
Zoom and aired 
interview live, 
using CRPC, 
Studio A 
computer, and 
the soundboard.

1/3/2024 4:10:06 Trudy Leong 10/30/2023 11:00:00 AM 11:08:00 AM Conflicts News

WZRD News 10/30/2023
Radon poses 'big risk,' at schools, experts say. But few follow testing recommendation
Jake Griffin
Updated
10/23/2023 10:37 AM
Despite recommendations that schools be tested for radon every five years, 85 out of 100 
suburban school districts have not done so -- and more than half of the 15 that did found 
elevated levels of the radioactive gas in at least one building.
Even among districts that tested, most did not test all their buildings as recommended.
 that is according to a Daily Herald investigation into the 100 districts' compliance with an 
Illinois State Board of Education recommendation that school buildings be tested every five 
years for the gas that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Surgeon General's 
office estimate is responsible for more than 21,000 lung cancer deaths annually.
"I wouldn't be surprised if this is the first time some of these school districts are hearing the 
word 'radon,'" said Patrick Daniels, a health physicist and radon program manager for the 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency. "Radon is a very big risk most people aren't aware 
of, or don't understand."
The radon testing recommendation was part of a 2009 legislative package that also "requires" 
school districts to report test results to IEMA, though compliance with this aspect of the law 
appears scattershot as well.
Radon exposure is more likely to affect teachers more so than students. That's because 
teachers and other district staff are apt to remain in the same room year after year.
Teacher unions back the ISBE recommendation.
The Illinois Radon Policy Task Force is looking to draft legislation that would change radon 
testing from a recommendation to a requirement. The group formed less than two years ago 
and was already successful in passing legislation requiring landlords to test for radon in rental 
units, which goes into effect in 2024.
"We've known that radon kills for 30 years now," Dan Potter, who operates DuPage Radon 
Contractors and also runs the Illinois Radon Policy Task Force, said. "We're trying to get a 
mandate for school testing."
Source: Daily Herald, October 23, 2023.

The segment "Radon poses 'big risk,' at schools, experts say. But few follow 
testing recommendation" addressed the conflicts and issues facing school 
children from radon.

https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20231021/radon-poses-big-risk-at-schools-
experts-say-but-few-follow-testing-recommendation-

https://youtu.be/C1j_KENgpeI?si=S97zOgYrMIj0S2na

Aired the 
recording via 
the Studio A 
computer

1/3/2024 4:16:01 Trudy Leong 10/30/2023 12:50:00 PM 12:56:00 PM Global warming News
Governor Pritzker Waives Penalties and Interest for Cook County Taxpayers Affected by 
Severe Weather and Flooding

The article "Governor Pritzker Waives Penalties and Interest for Cook County 
Taxpayers Affected by Severe Weather and Flooding" addressed the 
conflicts and ramifications of severe weather and global warming. https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.27217.html Live

1/3/2024 4:30:51 Trudy Leong 10/30/2023 2:00:00 PM 2:43:00 PM Conflicts Gen “Maiden Without Hands” horror story
“Maiden Without Hands” reflects the conflicts between the natural and 
supernatural worlds. https://sonicsociety.org/tag/scattered-sounds-productions/

Aired the 
recording via 
the Studio A 
computer

1/3/2024 5:22:35 Trudy Leong 11/6/2023 10:00:00 AM 11:01:00 AM
Teacher shortage 
in Chicago PA

WZRD Interview 11/6/2023, 10 AM

Tony Johnston, President of CCCTU Local 1600, Cook County College Teachers Union, 
discussed instructor and non-instructor union members, union dues, COPE Committee on 
Political Education member fund donations, work toward an elected City Colleges of Chicago 
Board of Trustees, who is against an elected Board of Trustees, the percentage of adjunct 
instructors versus full-time instructors, the non-tenure track full-time instructor members, how 
funding is being skewed more toward the administration rather than instructors, the 3 top goals 
of CCCTU Local 1600, supporting migrant students, and more.

Tony Johnston's discussion addressed some CCC Board issues that may 
contribute to a teacher shortage in community colleges.

https://www.ccctu.org

https://youtu.be/3uNTwgX7bII?si=s6XCRC41HG32ae7f

Recorded on 
Zoom and aired 
interview live, 
using CRPC, 
Studio A 
computer, and 
the soundboard.

https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-hamas-rockets-airstrikes-tel-aviv-11fb98655c256d54ecb5329284fc37d2
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-hamas-rockets-airstrikes-tel-aviv-11fb98655c256d54ecb5329284fc37d2
https://operawire.com/the-classical-station-reverses-course-will-now-broadcast-entire-met-opera-2023-24-season/
https://operawire.com/the-classical-station-reverses-course-will-now-broadcast-entire-met-opera-2023-24-season/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-disasters-displaced-43-million-children-in-just-six-years/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/climate-disasters-displaced-43-million-children-in-just-six-years/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/11/biden-harris-administration-announces-broad-new-actions-to-protect-consumers-from-billions-in-junk-fees/#:~:text=The%20FTC%20proposed%20a%20rule,ons%20that%20have%20no%20benefit
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/11/biden-harris-administration-announces-broad-new-actions-to-protect-consumers-from-billions-in-junk-fees/#:~:text=The%20FTC%20proposed%20a%20rule,ons%20that%20have%20no%20benefit
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/11/biden-harris-administration-announces-broad-new-actions-to-protect-consumers-from-billions-in-junk-fees/#:~:text=The%20FTC%20proposed%20a%20rule,ons%20that%20have%20no%20benefit
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/10/11/biden-harris-administration-announces-broad-new-actions-to-protect-consumers-from-billions-in-junk-fees/#:~:text=The%20FTC%20proposed%20a%20rule,ons%20that%20have%20no%20benefit
https://graphics.suntimes.com/extremism-ranks/2023/oathkeepers-proudboys-extremism-mayor-brandon-johnson-chicago-police-investigation/
https://graphics.suntimes.com/extremism-ranks/2023/oathkeepers-proudboys-extremism-mayor-brandon-johnson-chicago-police-investigation/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/business/story/2023-11-08/actors-strike-sag-aftra-amptp-contract-deal-ai-streaming
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/business/story/2023-11-08/actors-strike-sag-aftra-amptp-contract-deal-ai-streaming
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/2023/11/08/ohio-republicans-make-plans-after-voters-approve-issue-1-issue-2/71498030007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/2023/11/08/ohio-republicans-make-plans-after-voters-approve-issue-1-issue-2/71498030007/
https://apnews.com/article/supreme-court-drag-shows-florida-desantis-lgbtqhnmmwnsaz-88c6624e2e8a8be812e6eb63161a2631
https://apnews.com/article/supreme-court-drag-shows-florida-desantis-lgbtqhnmmwnsaz-88c6624e2e8a8be812e6eb63161a2631
https://abovethelaw.com/2023/11/stephen-miller-sues-macys/
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-67522413
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2421386/middle-east
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-theory-that-men-evolved-to-hunt-and-women-evolved-to-gather-is-wrong1/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-theory-that-men-evolved-to-hunt-and-women-evolved-to-gather-is-wrong1/
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/no-tax-dollars-for-bombing-civilians?akid=371364.19550979.4PuLBv&rd=1&source=mo&t=2
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/no-tax-dollars-for-bombing-civilians?akid=371364.19550979.4PuLBv&rd=1&source=mo&t=2
https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.27217.html
https://sonicsociety.org/tag/scattered-sounds-productions/


1/3/2024 5:27:05 Trudy Leong 11/6/2023 11:00:00 AM 11:08:00 AM Inflation PA
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9 free things you can get with a Chicago Public Library card
A library card can get you much more than just books.

Jeffrey Mai

Thursday August 3 2023

We all know a Chicago Public Library card gets you an endless supply of books (and the 
occasional movie). But the perks do not stop there. Cardholders can save hundreds, and even 
thousands, of dollars by taking advantage of programs and services offered to all. 

Digital museum passes

Chicago has a wealth of world-class museums, and you can explore many of them for free with 
a library card. You can now reserve a pass for a specific date online. Attractions include the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Chicago Botanic Garden, Chicago History Museum, Field Museum, 
Museum of Science and Industry and Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago. Most offers also 
do not require a child to be in the group.

eBooks, audiobooks and digital magazines

A library card not only provides you with paperback books to read, but access to a large 
selection of ebooks, audiobooks, digital comics, movies, music, and magazines through 
hoopla, OverDrive and Flipster. The services can be used on a variety of devices.

YOUmedia Chicago
This youth learning space that focuses on digital media and the maker movement is available 
at 29 different Chicago Public Library locations. Teens can hang out and create music, video, 
photos, 2D and 3D projects and more using laptops, cameras and other tech. 
It is a dynamic environment designed to help students develop their skills in STEM, with 
guidance from mentors.

CDs and vinyl
In addition to movies, you can check out CDs and even vinyl to spin on your turntable.

Maker Lab
Located on the third floor of Harold Washington Library Center, Maker Lab is a public space 
that offers introductory workshops and an open shop for personal projects. You can use 
equipment like sewing and knitting machines, 3D printers and laser cutters, as well as design 
software.

Digital newspaper archives
With a library card, you can access the full texts of all articles from Chicago Tribune and 
Chicago Sun-Times, with archives that span back decades. You can also read stories from the 
New York Times and Wall Street Journal.

Music practice rooms
For musicians, the eighth floor of the Harold Washington Library Center has a chamber 
rehearsal room, which contains a baby grand piano and can accommodate three-to-ten 
people. There are also six practice rooms equipped with upright pianos that fit up to three 
people. All rooms can be reserved online.

Printing
Upload or email your documents and have them printed at a local library. It is 15 cents per 
page for a single-sided print, and 25 cents per page for a double-sided print, but the first $1.50 
in printing is free.

Wi-Fi hotspot
Enjoy free internet on the go by checking out a Wi-Fi hotspot from select libraries. 

Source: Timeout Chicago, August 3, 2023.

The segment "9 free things you can get with a Chicago Public Library card" 
addressed how one can alleviate inflation by accessing Chicago Public 
Library resources with a library card.

https://www.timeout.com/chicago/attractions/9-free-things-you-can-get-with-a-
chicago-public-library-card

https://youtu.be/zDDNhhGTsS0?si=gMAkKjNX37z9j6Km

Aired the 
recording via 
the Studio A 
computer

1/3/2024 5:32:46 Trudy Leong 11/13/2023 12:03:00 PM 1:18:00 PM
Chicago city 
budget deficit PA

WZRD Interview 11/13/2023, 12 PM

Andrea Raila, principal at Raila & Associates, P.C. and property tax reform advocate, 
discussed how the Cook County Assessor's office can be run more efficiently, how land values 
should not be arbitrarily assigned, how property parcels are considered as assets now, how 
Assessor Fritz Kaegi wants to eliminate the State Property Tax Appeal Board, how California, 
Texas, and Florida found alternative streams of tax revenue, the Land Value Study by Traen, 
Inc., certificates of error for Cook County homeowners rejected by the Assessor's office, units 
of government recapturing tax refunds through an amendment sneaked into a state bill by 
bypassing committee review, the importance of an Illinois Constitutional Review to address the 
legislative process, the organizations representing homeowners and organizations 
representing commercial property owners, and more.

Andrea Raila's insight on property taxation sheds light on how inefficient 
taxation might contribute to the Chicago city budget deficit.

https://railapc.com/about-raila-assoc...

https://www.traeninc.com

https://www.cookcountypropertyinfo.com

https://youtu.be/QQBK0tRSqis?si=juMDPyApPuPS2kSX

Recorded on 
Zoom and aired 
interview live, 
using CRPC, 
Studio A 
computer, and 
the soundboard.

1/3/2024 5:38:48 Trudy Leong 11/13/2023 11:05:00 AM 11:13:00 AM Conflicts News

WZRD News: 11/13/2023

Election offices are sent envelopes with fentanyl or other substances. Authorities are 
investigating

BY CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY, ED KOMENDA AND GENE JOHNSON

Updated 7:31 PM CST, November 9, 2023

WASHINGTON (AP) — Authorities were hunting on Thursday, November 9, 2023, for whoever 
sent suspicious letters — including some containing fentanyl — to elections offices in at least 
five states since Election Day, November 7, delaying the counting of ballots in some local 
races in the latest instance of threats faced by election workers around the country.

The letters were sent to elections offices in the presidential battlegrounds of Georgia and 
Nevada, as well as California, Oregon and Washington, with some being intercepted before 
they arrived. Four of the letters contained fentanyl, the FBI and U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
reported.

Among the offices that appeared to be targeted was Fulton County in Georgia, which includes 
Atlanta and is the largest voting jurisdiction in one of the nation’s most important presidential 
swing states. Authorities were working to intercept the letter. Officials were sending the 
overdose-reversal drug naloxone to the office as a precaution.

An incident in Lane County, Oregon, prompted officials to close the office and delayed an 
afternoon pickup of ballots. 

Authorities in Washington state said four county election offices had to be evacuated as 
election workers were processing ballots cast in Tuesday’s election, delaying vote-counting.

The election offices received envelopes containing powders. Local law enforcement officials 
said the substances in King and Spokane counties field-tested positive for fentanyl. In at least 
one other case, the substance was baking soda.

One letter contained a warning about the vulnerability of “ballot drops” and demanded ending 
elections. The sender’s political leanings were unclear.

Elections offices in two Washington counties received suspicious envelopes while processing 
ballots during the August primary, and a letter sent to King County tested positive for traces of 
fentanyl. Those letters remain under investigation by the U.S. Postal Inspection Service and 
FBI.

Fentanyl, an opioid that can be 50 times as powerful as the same amount of heroin, is driving 
an overdose crisis deadlier than any the U.S. has ever seen as it is pressed into pills or mixed 
into other drugs. Briefly touching fentanyl cannot cause an overdose, and researchers have 
found that the risk of fatal overdose from accidental exposure is low.

Jeanmarie Perrone, director of the Center for Addiction Medicine and Policy at the University 
of Pennsylvania said studies simulating exposure from opening envelopes containing powders 
showed that very little, if any, of the powder becomes aerosolized to cause toxicity through 
inhalation.

Fulton County, Georgia, Commission Chairman Robb Pitts, said the county’s election workers 
had been under threat since at least when two of them were singled out following the 2020 
presidential election, with then-Republican President Donald Trump, attorney Rudolph Giuliani 
and others falsely alleging that election workers were stuffing ballots to aid Democrats. 
Democrat Joe Biden narrowly won the state.

Part of the Fulton County prosecution that indicted Trump, Giuliani and 17 others includes 
criminal charges focusing on statements and acts made against election workers.

Pitts said he believes that in 2024 Georgia’s most populous county will be the “focal point” of 
election scrutiny.

Many election offices across the United States have taken steps to increase the security of 
their buildings and boost protections for workers amid an onslaught of harassment and threats 
following the 2020 election and the false claims that it was rigged.

Source: Associated Press, November 9, 2023.

The segment "Election offices are sent envelopes with fentanyl or other 
substances. Authorities are investigating" is relevant to conflicts regarding 
presidential elections.

https://apnews.com/article/election-offices-letters-evacuations-fentanyl-threats-
5d39155be4b2fcd5481b570cc109cb9c

https://youtu.be/saPuIP7n0wA?si=Ud0crz8yvScAqd50
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WZRD News 11/20/2023

Public school advocates celebrate end of controversial Invest in Kids scholarship program

Jillian Moore, Reporter
November 15, 2023

The Illinois General Assembly did not extend the Invest in Kids Scholarship Tax Credit 
Program at its Nov. 9, 2023 fall veto session. The program, which provides indirect state 
support for qualifying students attending non-public schools, will end as scheduled on Dec. 31.

Passed in 2017, the Invest in Kids Act offers individuals and businesses which contribute to 
state-approved Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs) a 75% income tax credit. To be 
eligible, students must come from a household with an income below 300% of the federal 
poverty level.

Many Evanston-area lawmakers have criticized the tax credit program for diverting funding 
from the state’s coffers — funding which could otherwise go toward the public education 
system.

Illinois Federation of Teachers President Dan Montgomery released a statement Nov. 9 
commending the termination of what he called a “voucher-like” program.

The Department of Revenue’s report for the 2022-2023 year showed over 45% of students 
who received scholarships were white, with a significant number of schools reporting only 
white students utilized the program or not reporting the racial breakdown of enrolled students 
at all.

While State Rep. Kelly Cassidy (D-Chicago) declined to comment, her team’s email newsletter, 
sent on Nov. 12, claimed the report cut into what support existed for Invest in Kids.

“These programs are little more than an elaborate tax dodge for wealthy donors for whom the 
regular tax deduction for charitable gifts wasn’t sufficient,” the newsletter read.

Alex Moore, the communications director for U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowksy (D-Ill.), said 
Schakowsky led the Illinois Congressional Delegation in a Nov. 6 joint statement urging state 
lawmakers to oppose extensions to the Invest in Kids program.

The statement claimed the tax credits “perpetuate and deepen the education inequities that 
plague Illinois” by indirectly supporting non-public schools, which may discriminate against 
students “on the basis of disability status, gender identity, sexual orientation, if they are 
pregnant or parenting, or immigration status.”

The end of the act could jeopardize educational plans for thousands of students. A Nov. 10 
press release from the Save My Scholarship Coalition said over 9,500 students statewide 
could lose their scholarships, causing them to leave their “best-fit schools.”

Anthony Holter, president of Empower Illinois — an SGO that received over $50 million in 
contributions through Invest in Kids — said in the release that he questioned why a 
compromise bill with bipartisan support was not called for a vote. He added the SGO will 
continue working for quality education for students across the state, despite a potential drop in 
funds.

The Illinois Education Association, said the group was grateful the program ended, as funds 
went primarily to white students.

“The voucher system was intentionally created with a lack of oversight and accountability, 
leaving us with no data to measure its effectiveness. Public money belongs in public schools 
and we are glad our lawmakers believe that, too.”

Source: Daily Northwestern, November 15, 2023.

The segment "Public school advocates celebrate end of controversial Invest 
in Kids scholarship program" brings insight to the conflicts between public 
schools and charter schools.

https://dailynorthwestern.com/2023/11/15/city/public-school-advocates-
celebrate-end-of-controversial-invest-in-kids-scholarship-program/

https://youtu.be/J9cVVd2ZODo?si=MfUj0xkLc_YtRw4c
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 Why You Should 
Embrace 
Mediocrity by 
Crispin Thurlow Gen

Crispin Thurlow talks about how companies selling premium products that are not exactly what 
customers would think is an improved version of the product, this leads to what Thurlow calls 
"symbolic violence" because other people would feel excluded from the premium product. So 
the speaker proposes to enjoy the averageness in everything that surrounds us.

 This issue is relevant and inspires others to create conscience in the 
consuming society in which we live. We should not have the best products 
because sometimes products are already good as they are, and sometimes 
we don't even need them at all. Crispin Thurlow Ted Talks Daily

1/3/2024 20:42:31 Trudy Leong 11/20/2023 12:00:00 PM 1:01:00 PM Conflicts PA

WZRD Interview 11/20/2023, 12 PM

Denise Avant, President, Chicago Chapter of National Federation of the Blind of Illinois, 
discussed Braille and audio announcements on Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) trains and 
buses and Access Living's lawsuit, advocating for bus signs that include bus number and 
direction and free-standing signs, some bus shelters that have bus arrival announcements, 
meeting with the CTA ADA Advisory Committee, CTA ADA Advisory Committee meetings, 
PACE para transit rides, PACE cab rides, enforcement of the Americans with Disabiities Act 
(ADA) and the Department of Justice (DOJ), and more.

Denise Avant's interview revealed how the needs of persons who are visually 
challenged conflict with CTA accessibility.

www.nfbofillinois.org

https://youtu.be/lN7tfzhPoO4?si=y9BZBvw41Cm0tEsF

Recorded on 
Zoom and aired 
interview live, 
using CRPC, 
Studio A 
computer, and 
the soundboard.
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WZRD Interview 12/4/2023, 10 AM

Kathy Powers, 2021 Everyday Heroes Tobey Prinz-Dovie Thurman Awardee, discussed 
accessibility on the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)'s trains and buses, including crowded 
buses, an average of 11 broken elevators per day, bus drivers pulling away before a person 
with disabilities has been seated, drivers reluctant to lower ramps, her walker becoming stuck 
on the escalator at the Roosevelt Station causing her to fall backwards, CTA response to her 
concerns on the CTA website feedback form, more Broadway 36 buses now, and more.

Kathy Powers discussion about several accessibility issues in the Chicago 
Transportation Authority (CTA) reflected conflicts between persons with 
disabilities and the CTA.

https://www.transitchicago.com/contact

https://youtu.be/LNRZTT0GlmU

Recorded on 
Zoom and aired 
interview live, 
using CRPC, 
Studio A 
computer, and 
the soundboard.
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WZRD News: 12/4/2023

Chicago’s City Council is tightening public access amid a slew of chaotic meetings
PSA: Audition Dates for Spring 2024 Stage Center Theatre Productions

By Mariah WoelfelNov 29, 2023, 6:00am CT In 2023, unruly attendees interrupted the Chicago 
City Council’s business by shouting at one another and at council members making floor 
speeches. Some have become fixtures at nearly every meeting, at times using offensive 
language to express opposition to the ongoing influx of migrants.

Over the past six months, some alderpersons say they have also received emailed threats, 
one has been accosted at a public event, and the city has had to, on more than one occasion, 
clear the council chambers. 

The team in charge of security for City Council says it is instituting new rules in an effort to 
keep meetings in order, including limiting access to the City Council’s second floor.

During his first six months in office, Mayor Brandon Johnson and his progressive council allies 
have pushed an agenda, including a wage increase for tipped workers, a ballot measure on a 
new funding stream for homeless prevention, expanded paid leave for workers, along with his 
first, $16.7 billion budget.

Opponents, too, have pushed their own agenda, using parliamentary maneuvers to try to delay 
those proposals, and on one occasion holding a special meeting of their own.

This has led to an unusual number of council meetings and, with that, more opportunities for 
public comment, during Johnson’s first term.

Security at council meetings is overseen by the Sergeant at Arms and his team, who report to 
the council’s Committee on Committees and Rules.

Under new protocols outlined to WBEZ by the committee, only people who have been invited 
by a public official or have otherwise coordinated a special visit to a City Council meeting — 
such as a school field trip — will be allowed in the open, second floor gallery of the council.

That space includes rows of chairs situated directly behind council members. That space is 
normally filled by members of the public on a first-come-first-serve basis.

Instead, members of the public who sign up to speak, or come to watch council proceedings 
without an invitation will sit on the third floor balcony above the chambers, which is closed off 
by a glass barrier.

The Rules Committee said that policy, which has not been published publicly, will remain in 
place indefinitely. 

Committee chairmen are now starting meetings by reading aloud a set of guidelines for public 
spectators — reminding them they are banned from things like using profanity or shouting over 
others. 

That will give the Sergeant at Arms firmer ground to stand on when they need to remove 
spectators from the chambers.

Keeping meetings in order is also the responsibility of the mayor, who has been reluctant to 
have disruptive spectators removed from the public gallery. One good government advocate 
says that allowing more public comment, even if at times unruly, is good for the city’s 
democratic process.

Ald. Rossana Rodriguez-Sanchez, who has received an emailed death threat, said while she 
has not felt physically threatened in chambers, members of her staff have. 

After numerous unruly meetings where her staff have been targeted and screamed at during 
council meetings, they now walk in groups together around City Hall.

“I think the times are changing, and we are in a very polarized political moment,” she said.

Source: WBEZ, November 29, 2023.

The segment "Chicago’s City Council is tightening public access amid a slew 
of chaotic meetings" reported on the conflicts among the public at city council 
meetings and conflicts between audience members and the council.

www.wbez.org/stories/chicago-city-hall-has-new-security-protocols/b7259cc0-
a6aa-47fb-9c52-c782f2d0e06c 

https://youtu.be/BxOdYgINuYg
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Audition Dates for Spring 2024 Stage Center Theatre Productions

Stage Center Theatre welcomes all actors from Northeastern Illinois University’s community at 
all experience levels for Spring 2024’s unique collaborative production with Silk Road Rising 
(SRR). SRR is Chicago’s and one of the nation’s leading theatre and multimedia companies 
that centers its mission on “Pan Asian, North African, and Muslim experiences.” Siik Road 
Rising’s website is www.silkroadrising.org.

This collaboration will bring three professional actors from Silk Road along with director, 
Bramble Theatre founding member, Jonathan Shaboo to NEIU to join our students in a one of 
a kind experience.  

The segment "Audition Dates for Spring 2024 Stage Center Theatre 
Productions" shared opportunities for our NEIU student community. https://youtu.be/BxOdYgINuYg
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computer
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At Issue on WBBM Newsradio 
A conversation with Inspector General Deborah Witzburg
12/10/2023
WBBM Political Editor Craig Dellimore sits down with Inspector General Deborah Witzburg to 
discuss what exactly her office does, how they handle certain topics within the city & more.

Deborah Witzburg was appointed Inspector General in 2022.

The segment "A conversation with Inspector General Deborah Witzburg'" 
discussed the conflicts between public servants and her investigative arm 
deriving from political corruption.

https://player.fm/series/at-issue-on-wbbm-newsradio-1511301/a-conversation-
with-inspector-general-deborah-witzberg

Aired the 
recording via 
the Studio A 
computer
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Clarfying Chicago Transit Authority CTA surveys

On some Red Line trains, there is the advertisement,  CTA wants to hear from you!

Help us better serve riders like you by filling out an onine survey about your experience on the 
CTA, and get a chance to win up to $500 in prizes!To participate in the survey, go to research.
net/r/surveyCTA

When a user visits the website, the user sees the following:

Thank you for your interest in providing feedback to CTA!

We're not currently administering a survey. New surveys will be posted several times a year 
and will be open for a few weeks at a time. 

If you are interested in participating in a future CTA survey, please provide your contact 
information below and we will reach out to you when the next survey is live. You can also 
check back soon for the next survey.

Your email will only be used to contact you for future studies and will not be used for any other 
purpose.

Our feedback surveys solicit information on customer travel preferences and satisfaction with 
CTA services to help us gather insights about key issues facing our riders to improve our 
transit system. 

Thank you for helping us to better serve our riders!

If you have a question or would like to provide more immediate feedback, please visit:
www.transitchicago.com/feedback 
Or call our service hotline/main switchboard:
1-888-YOUR-CTA

CTA Market Research stated, “The sign [on the train] is used to recruit respondents for 
customer surveys that run periodically throughout the year. 

The most  on 10/30/2023 and closed on 11/17/2023. If you are interested in being contacted 
about future surveys, please provide your contact information in the form.

Thank you for reaching out and for your interest in providing feedback to CTA.

After a user submits name and email at the link in the Red Line train ad, but clicks on the link 
from the ad again, there is this message: 
You have already taken this survey.

In other words, the user completes the survey by submitting name and email for future surveys 
about rider preferences and satisfaction.

This is an original WZRD news. 

The segment "Clarifying Chicago Transit Authority CTA surveys," an original 
WZRD news story, reported on the conflicts that may arise when CTA riders 
go to a survey where they are asked for their email for future surveys that 
may open. https://youtu.be/ok1gvbsJc3g?si=r0dpM3Mf-85Ixsu-

Aired the 
recording via 
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computer
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WZRD Interview 12/11/2023, 12 PM

Saxophone player Frank Catalano discussed how the saxophone found him, visiting jazz clubs 
in Chicago in junior high, connecting with musicians like Von Freeman, Jimmy Chamberlin, 
and Mike Garson, his many mentors, jam sessions and lucky breaks, when the saxophone 
became second nature, jody mouthpieces, his artist evolutions in 2-year spurts, his previous 
residence in Rogers Park and creativity, and more.

Frank Catalano discussed conflicts that arose in his career as a saxophone 
player, including his experience of playing at jazz clubs when he was still a 
minor and when he had a major accident with one of his fingers.

https://catalanomusic.com

https://youtu.be/5PT6VfesB70?si=oP00BTQbDZ0jZ2vQ

Recorded on 
Zoom and aired 
interview live, 
using CRPC, 
Studio A 
computer, and 
the soundboard.
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10/28/23, 3-8 pm
The Right to Grieve in Community-An Ofrenda Honoring the Loved Ones of the Incarcerated 
Community

The inability to mourn in community can make the grieving process more difficult and can have 
a lasting impact on the physical, mental, and spiritual health of any human being. Due to their 
confinement, incarcerated individuals are impacted by policies and practices that prevent them 
from mourning in community with their loved ones.  

In collaboration with UIC-Jane Addams College of Social Work students and Northeastern 
Illinois University NEIU students, students of the Prison+Neighborhood Arts/Education Project 
at Stateville Correctional Center will pay tribute to their departed loved ones with a community 
altar to be displayed at the National Museum of Mexican Art event-Día de los Muertos Xícago. 
Please join us!

This is a free event featuring poetry, artwork, essays and more!
With live music and food vendors.
Learn more about community grieving as a human right.
 At the National Museum of Mexican Art
1852 W. 19th Street
Chicago, IL 60608

On Saturday, 10/28/23, 3-8 pm.

The segment "The Right to Grieve in Community-An Ofrenda Honoring the 
Loved Ones of the Incarcerated Community" is relevant to conflicts faced by 
incarcerated persons who cannot properly grieve while incarcerated. https://youtu.be/qmKfYTBeLgU?si=D5DX4NNpFdvB1XHB
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recording via 
the Studio A 
computer

https://youtu.be/BxOdYgINuYg
https://player.fm/series/at-issue-on-wbbm-newsradio-1511301/a-conversation-with-inspector-general-deborah-witzberg
https://player.fm/series/at-issue-on-wbbm-newsradio-1511301/a-conversation-with-inspector-general-deborah-witzberg
https://youtu.be/ok1gvbsJc3g?si=r0dpM3Mf-85Ixsu-
https://youtu.be/qmKfYTBeLgU?si=D5DX4NNpFdvB1XHB
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WZRD News 12/29/2023

Food Stamps: 4 Major Changes to SNAP Coming in 2024

Yaёl Bizouati-Kennedy
Mon, December 25, 2023 at 2:00 PM CST

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is the largest federal nutrition 
assistance program, which provides benefits to eligible low-income individuals and families via 
an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) card.

The USDA adjusts SNAP maximum allotments, deductions and income eligibility standards at 
the beginning of every federal fiscal year. 

The fiscal year begins on Oct. 1, and the changes are based on changes in the cost of living — 
the amount of money needed to support a basic standard of living.

In November 2023, SNAP benefits increased, yet, eligibility requirements changed, following 
the Fiscal Responsibility Act (FRA) signed by President Joe Biden in June.

Here are some of the changes.

The FRA gradually increases the age of what the USDA calls “able-bodied adults without 
dependents” (ABAWD) time limit and adds new groups of individuals who are excepted from 
the ABAWD time limit.

Prior to September 2023, ABAWDs’ 18 to 50 had work requirements, which included working 
at least 80 hours a month, participating in a work program at least 80 hours a month or 
participating in a combination of work and work program hours for a total of at least 80 hours a 
month.

As of Oct. 1, these work requirements expanded to age 52, and requirements will expand to 
age 54 starting in October 2024.

You are excused if you are unable to work due to a physical or mental limitation, if you are 
pregnant, if you are a veteran, are homeless, or age 24 or younger and in foster care on your 
18th birthday.

You are eligible for SNAP benefits if you do not exceed the following gross monthly income 
limit — 130% of the federal poverty level — qualifications:

For a Household Size of 1, in IL, the gross monthly income limit is $1,580.

For a Household Size of 4, in IL, the gross monthly income limit is  $3,250.

For every Additional Member over a Household Size of 8, the gross monthly income limit for 
that additional member is $557.

According to the cost of living adjustments (COLA) for 2024, maximum allotments have 
increased for the 48 contiguous states and the District of Columbia, Alaska, Guam and the U.
S. Virgin Islands.

The maximum allotment for a family of four in the 48 states and D.C. will be $973.

The minimum benefit for the 48 states and D.C. is unchanged from 2023 at $23.

Here are the maximum allotments for SNAP in the 48 contiguous states and D.C. — Oct. 2023 
to Sep. 2024:

Household size of 1: $291

Household size of 4: $973

Every additional person over a household of 8: $219

Source: Yahoo! Finance, December 25, 2023.
The segment "Food Stamps: 4 Major Changes to SNAP Coming in 2024" 
addressed the conflicts facing the food insecure.

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/food-stamps-4-major-changes-120021102.
html?
guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20v&guce_r
eferrer_sig=AQAAAMqcbSxnhRi0Q5pM6BrV1GK6cOacngvcWhvM2e-
Qbn8NHepEMv3hg2Ug7eKvoFEZY1wGi4-
rBNJidUSaOgvRHOlP6bFGX2vwh2Upo9ZJbXR57rd6KEScS1KVvrpc8qfJxGl0b
0CsBpE-l-mvqj5gvGRvlK2GMRWECaVUA1kxOOYw

https://youtu.be/eMgiAwZSudE?si=hZr10OugEwm0K2D0
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on automation 
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WZRD News: 12/28/2023

A child’s race, ethnicity and/or neighborhood may influence survival after cardiac arrest

American Heart Association Scientific Sessions 2023, Abstract 458

DALLAS, Nov. 6, 2023 — Children’s survival and recovery after a cardiac arrest may be 
impacted by their race, ethnicity and/or the neighborhood where they live, according to 
preliminary research presented at the American Heart Association’s Scientific Sessions 2023. 

“We continue to see racial, ethnic and socioeconomic differences in cardiac arrest survival 
despite the current strategies we have implemented to improve cardiac arrest survival,” said 
study lead author Cody Gathers, M.D.

While relatively rare, more than 7,000 infants and children have an out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrest per year in the United States. 

Cardiac arrest in children and teens can occur after a blow to the chest in a football or baseball 
game. 

Additional causes of a cardiac arrest in infants and children include respiratory issues, such as 
pneumonia, aspiration, smoke inhalation or drowning. 

Infectious factors like sepsis or meningitis, as well as cardiac factors including arrhythmias and 
enlarged hearts, may contribute to these events.

Previous research has found racial, ethnic and socioeconomic disparities in the aftermath of 
adult cardiac arrest, with worse survival outcomes among Black adults and adults of other 
races or ethnicities in a lower socioeconomic status.

Researchers evaluated data from the CARES registry to evaluate racial, ethnic and 
socioeconomic disparities in the number of nontraumatic out-of-hospital cardiac arrests per 
year and disparities in survival outcomes.

The rate of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest in Black children was more than four times higher 
than in white or Hispanic children. 

The majority of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests occurred in children younger than five years old.

Hispanic and white children had similar odds of survival and neurologically favorable 
outcomes. 

Black children were 26% less likely to survive to hospital discharge and 36% less likely to 
survive without neurological issues that impaired them to resume their daily activities.

41% of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests occurred in the highest-risk neighborhoods.

Compared to children in the highest-risk neighborhoods, those from the lowest-risk 
neighborhoods were 45% more likely to survive to hospital discharge, and 65% more likely to 
survive with little or no neurological impairment.

“While much more work is needed to determine why we see these disparities, previous studies 
have shown that Black children receive less CPR after cardiac arrest. 

CPR is an important determinant in cardiac arrest survival,” Gathers said. “The persistence of 
these disparities demonstrates a need for increased resources for CPR programs in higher-risk 
communities.”

Source: American Heart Association Scientific Sessions 2023, Abstract 458, November 6, 
2023.

The segment "A child’s race, ethnicity and/or neighborhood may influence 
survival after cardiac arrest" is relevant to the conflict between marginalized 
children and adequate health care and access to CPR.

https://newsroom.heart.org/news/a-childs-race-ethnicity-andor-neighborhood-
may-influence-survival-after-cardiac-arrest

https://youtu.be/TDCt8nHvJkA?si=VNIJNwJa7eX4JmEG
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WZRD News 12/27/2023

Eviction Expectations in the Aftermath of the Pandemic Moratoria
PSA: Apna Ghar Housing Services

December 19, 2023
Brian Gaines, Jason Mazzone, Robin Fretwell Wilson

As national, state, and city moratoria on eviction expired in 2021, many predicted an ensuing 
housing crisis, maybe especially severe for non-white renters. 

Census Bureau survey data from 2020 through 2023, however, reveal little evidence of that 
expected chaos. 

Non-white renters remain more likely to be in arrears than their white counterparts, but the 
proportions of renters behind on payment have been falling for all groups. 

Anxiety about near-term eviction among renters, nationally, and in three midwestern states 
(Illinois, Indiana, and Missouri), is broadly similar across racial groups, and has fallen gradually 
as the moratoria recede into history.

Source: WBBM Newsradio, December 26, 2023, 10:06am, and University of Illinois System, 
Institute of Government and Public Affairs, December 19, 2023.

The segment "Eviction Expectations in the Aftermath of the Pandemic 
Moratoria" reports on the conflict between eviction predictions and responses 
of those affected by rental challenges. https://youtu.be/_-OwYITCrVs?si=9Glack9ZUIE6ohdB

Prerecorded 
segment aired 
on automation 
computer.
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WZRD News 12/26/2023

Illinois SNAP benefit fraudsters draining Link cards of food funds; experts say more security 
needed

Wednesday, May 17, 2023

Illinois SNAP benefit fraudsters draining Link cards of food funds

CHICAGO (WLS) -- Since the ABC7 Chicago I-Team uncovered issues with Illinois food stamp 
fraud and Link card draining in 2022, others said the same thing happened to them.

Laura Downs said her Link card was drained by a purchase in New York. She said she had her 
physical Link card with her and never shares her PIN. She went to the Illinois Department of 
Human Services to report the fraud, got a new card and a new PIN, but was told she would not 
get her money back.

Haywood Talcove, CEO of the government branch of the data analytics company LexisNexis 
Risk Solutions, said that in the first part of 2023, there have been nearly 250,000 police reports 
nationwide involving SNAP benefit fraud.

"The same groups that were pilfering money from unemployment insurance are now pilfering 
money from the SNAP program."

He said criminals are installing skimmers onto card machines, which allows them to steal card 
information. Thieves are also stealing funds through phishing attacks, when scammers trick 
users into clicking links that allow thieves to tap into people's SNAP accounts.

He said until the government requires merchants to have more sophisticated machines, adds 
chips to SNAP cards, and puts in place a two-factor verification system, he believes this type 
of fraud could be catastrophic.

The Illinois Department of Human Services launched a SNAP fraud unit in Dec 2022 to track 
reports of card skimming.

The USDA, which oversees the federal SNAP program, said it is pursuing multiple approaches 
to fraud protection, including educating states and grocery stores about how skimming works.

Some states are exploring adding chips to the SNAP cards.

Meanwhile, Downs said her food benefits still have not been returned by the state.

To protect yourself, LexisNexis said you should change your PIN every time you use your 
card. While they acknowledge it is tedious, they say it is necessary until a real solution is 
implemented.

As for reimbursement, Congress passed a law in 2022 requiring the USDA to replace SNAP 
benefits to people whose funds were stolen. The law only allows victims two reimbursements 
per year, but the rollout of the process is taking some time.

The USDA said if someone thinks they are the victim of card skimming, they should contact 
their local SNAP office. USDA encourages SNAP participants to take actions that may help 
prevent card skimming such as avoiding simple PINs, beware of phishing, and checking their 
EBT account regularly for unauthorized charges. 

IDHS stated that it is always considering best approaches to handling LINK card security, and 
that the decision to add a chip to an EBT/LINK card involves many factors such as cost-benefit 
analysis, State and Federal regulations, EBT contractor technologies, and retailer adoption.

Source: ABC7 Chicago, May 17, 2023.

The segment "Illinois SNAP benefit fraudsters draining Link cards of food 
funds; experts say more security needed" addressed the conflicts arising 
from Link card fraud. https://abc7chicago.com/illinois-snap-benefits-link-card-food-stamps/13262458/
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Listen to Christmas carol rediscovered after 90 years
Barnsley Museums has recorded a new version of a Christmas carol from 1933, written by 
Barnsley man Arthur Godfrey

Barnsley Museums

Rosemary Collins

Published: December 14, 2023 at 4:05 am
A forgotten Christmas carol written in 1933 has been rediscovered by Barnsley Museums.

Michael Hardy, Barnsley Museums’ Digital Engagement Curator, found the carol while 
searching for newspaper articles about the opening of Barnsley Town Hall, which was opened 
by Edward, Prince of Wales in December 1933.

He found that on 23 December 1933 the Barnsley Chronicle published the music and lyrics of 
a new carol, ‘Christmas Eve’, written by Barnsley man Arthur Godfrey.

According to census records, Arthur Godfrey was born around 1873 in Barnsley. The most 
recent record of him before 1933 is the 1921 census, which shows him living in Barnsley with 
his wife Jane and their six children, aged between 1 and 17. He gives his profession as a glass 
bottle finisher at Debron & Nall glass bottle makers.

To celebrate the 90th anniversary of Barnsley Town Hall opening and the publication of the 
carol, Tegwen Roberts, a member of the museum team, has recorded herself singing the 
carol.

The lyrics of the carol are:

The chime of bells inspires the midnight breeze,
And greets with fond caress the whispering trees;
The moon-white hills around, in snow-shine splendour crowned,
With pealing joys resound of Christmas Bells

CHORUS: Glad tidings of the Saviour bring;
Peace reigneth as ye gaily ring;
Ring on, ring on, ring on while the
Merry breezes sing of Christmas Bells

From out the ageless Deep, where sleepeth Time,
Steal silvery dreamings of the deathless chime,
Heard long ago by men, whose wandering souls were then
Refreshed once more again by Christmas Bells

The child who to the earth the Father gave,
From maze of Darkness human souls to save,
Speak to mankind this hour, from every belfry tower
His voice the vibrant power of Christmas Bells

The echoes softly die within the night
But brighter shine the rays of Christmas Light
For lands and rolling seas, all nationalities
Sing to your harmonies Sweet Christmas Bells

Source: Who Do You Think You Are Magazine, December 14, 2023. 

The segment "Listen to Christmas carol rediscovered after 90 years
Barnsley Museums has recorded a new version of a Christmas carol from 
1933, written by Barnsley man Arthur Godfrey" reported on a Christmas carol 
neglected since 1933.

https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/news/christmas-carol-
barnsley-museums

https://youtu.be/sAt1EyHR3JE?si=BNJs71RWtpZR9oH5
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Gmail And Photos Content Deletions Will Start December 1, Google Says

Davey Winder
Senior Contributor
Co-founder, Straight Talking Cyber

Nov 13, 2023,06:36am EST

Google is to start deleting certain personal Google accounts on December 1, 2023. This purge 
will include: Gmail messages, Google Photos libraries, Google Calendar appointments, and 
Google Docs archives.

In July, Google sent emails warning that these account deletions would start in December. 
Those emails stated that any account that is considered to be inactive will receive "several 
reminder emails" before any action is taken. 

Notification emails will also be sent to any recovery email address on record. The first 
accounts to be targeted in December will be those that were created but never actually used 
again since.

This purge, undertaken for security reasons according to Google, only applies to inactive 
personal accounts, or users who have not signed into their Google accounts for at least two 
years. 

If you have read or sent an email using Gmail, stored something in Google Drive, downloaded 
an app from the Google Play Store, added a photo to Google Photos, or even performed a 
Google search while logged into your Google account, your content is safe. Google business 
accounts are not affected.

Source: Forbes, November 11, 2023.

The segment "Gmail And Photos Content Deletions Will Start December 1, 
Google Says" reported on the Gmail deletion conflicts between Gmail users 
and Google.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/daveywinder/2023/11/13/gmail-and-photos-
content-deletions-will-start-december-1-google-says/?sh=81fb6434e01e

https://youtu.be/mIunf87etq4?si=82sTbI8yJ102H3NF
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More than half of U.S. counties have no access or very limited access to local news

EVANSTON, ILL. – The loss of local newspapers accelerated in 2023 to an average of 2.5 per 
week, leaving more than 200 counties as “news deserts” and meaning that more than half of 
all U.S. counties now have limited access to reliable local news and information, researchers 
at the Medill School of Journalism, Media, Integrated Marketing Communications at 
Northwestern University have found.

Another 228 counties are at high risk of losing local news. In creating a “Watch List,” Medill 
researchers and data scientists applied the characteristics of current news deserts to counties 
with only one news source.

Medill’s annual “State of Local News Project” report counts about 550 digital-only local news 
outlets, 700 ethnic media organizations and 225 public broadcasting stations producing 
original local news. Most of the digital-only startups are based in metro areas, exacerbating the 
divide in America between news-haves and have-nots.

The State of Local News Project and Microsoft, generated a “Bright Spots” map showing all 
local news startups in the U.S. as they have appeared over the past five years. The map also 
highlights 17 local news outlets — both startups and legacy organizations — with promising 
new business models for the future.

“The significant loss of local news outlets in poorer and underserved communities poses a 
crisis for our democracy,” said Medill visiting professor Penny Abernathy, a co-author of this 
year’s report who has been studying local news deserts for more than a decade. 

Of the 3,143 counties in the U.S., more than half, or 1,766, have either no local news source or 
only one remaining outlet, typically a weekly newspaper.

The loss of local newspapers ticked higher in 2023 to an average of 2.5 per week, up from two 
per week in 2022. 

Since 2005, the U.S. has lost nearly 2,900 newspapers. The nation is on pace to lose one-third 
of all its newspapers by the end of 2024. There are about 6,000 newspapers remaining, the 
vast majority of which are weeklies.

The country has lost almost two-thirds of its newspaper journalists, or 43,000, during that same 
time. Most of those journalists were employed by large metro and regional newspapers.

There are about 550 digital-only local news sites, many of which launched in the past decade, 
but they are mostly clustered in metro areas. In the past five years, the number of local digital 
startups has roughly equaled the number that shuttered.

Based on the demographics and economics of current news desert counties, Medill’s modeling 
estimates that 228 counties are at an elevated risk of becoming news deserts in the next five 
years. Most of those “Watch List” counties are located in high-poverty areas in the South and 
Midwest, and many serve communities with significant African American, Hispanic and Native 
American populations.

Tim Franklin, who directs the Medill Local News Initiative and serves as the John M. Mutz 
Chair in Local News, said this year’s report provides some optimism for the future. 

“With our ‘Bright Spots’ map, we’re able to highlight where local news growth has occurred, 
and we profiled in detail 17 news outlets that are providing inspiration through new models for 
news.”

Source: Northwestern Medill, November 16, 2023.
The segment "More than half of U.S. counties have no access or very limited 
access to local news" addressed the conflicts arising from news deserts.

https://www.medill.northwestern.edu/news/2023/more-than-half-of-us-counties-
have-no-access-or-very-limited-access-to-local-news.html

https://youtu.be/z5Ljx94mkXo?si=eaaD3beC426TMP1Z
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Appeals court strikes down key tool used to enforce Voting Rights Act

Fredreka Schouten, CNN
Mon, November 20, 2023 at 5:32 p.m. CST·

A federal appeals court on Monday, November 20, 2023, ruled against a key tool used to 
enforce the Voting Rights Act – likely setting up another Supreme Court showdown over one of 
the nation’s landmark civil rights laws.

In a ruling that springs from an Arkansas redistricting case, the 8th US Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that private entities cannot bring lawsuits under a provision of the law, known as Section 
2. If it stands, the decision would dramatically weaken what remains of the Voting Rights Act, 
passed in 1965 to counter racial discrimination in elections.

In a 2-1 decision, the judges said the “text and structure” of the voting rights statute shows that 
Congress did not give private plaintiffs the authority to sue. The appellate panel affirmed a 
2022 ruling by a Trump-appointed federal judge in Arkansas that held only the US Justice 
Department can bring Section 2 lawsuits.

That ruling runs counter to decades of legal practice.

The vast majority of cases brought under the Voting Rights Act – which prohibits election rules 
that have the intent or effect of discriminating on the basis of race – are brought by private 
plaintiffs, with the Justice Department facing strained resources and other considerations that 
limit the number of such cases it files to, at most, a few every year.

“When the government discriminates against people, they should have a right to fight back in 
court,” Paul Smith, senior vice president of the nonpartisan Campaign Legal Center, said in a 
statement.The center had submitted a friend-of-the-court brief in the case, arguing that private 
lawsuits are critical to enforcing the Voting Rights Act.

The US Justice Department’s voting section – which enforces federal voting laws – simply 
does have not enough lawyers “to be everywhere in the nation at once,” said David Becker, 
executive director of the Center for Election Innovation & Research. He worked as an attorney 
in the DOJ’s voting section during the Clinton and Bush administrations.

“That’s why over the course of over 50 years, private plaintiffs have also brought those cases 
so that residents of a small county in Arkansas are just as well protected as residents of the 
entirety of the state of California,” he added.

The case at hand centers on a challenge originally brought by the Arkansas chapter of the 
NAACP and the Arkansas Public Policy Panel to Arkansas’ state House map.

The ruling immediately affects the seven states covered by the 8th Circuit: Arkansas, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota.

Arkansas Attorney General Tim Griffin, a Republican, said. “This decision confirms that 
enforcement of the Voting Rights Act should be handled by politically accountable officials and 
not by outside special interest groups.”

Circuit Judge David Stras, a Trump appointee writing for the majority, said the text of the 
Voting Rights Act does not spell out a “private right of action” or the ability of a private citizen to 
sue.

The matter ultimately is expected to end up before the nation’s high court, in part because a 
panel from another appellate court, the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, recently came to a 
different conclusion.

Recently in 2023, in a high-profile Alabama redistricting case, the US Supreme Court 
reaffirmed the use of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act in ordering the state to redraw its 
congressional map to guarantee more political power for Black voters. 

The decision surprised many legal observers, given that the high court in 2013 weakened the 
law by defanging a separate provision of the law that determined which states needed 
approval from the US Department of Justice or a federal court before they could make 
changes to their voting procedures and laws.

Source: CNN and Yahoo, November 20, 2023.
The segment "Appeals court strikes down key tool used to enforce Voting 
Rights Act" addressed the conflicts arising from alleged voter suppression.

https://ca.style.yahoo.com/appeals-court-strikes-down-key-183217852.html

https://youtu.be/KKboNzJEf1A?si=VNoQQAsE5jwGDj-g
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The pilgrims didn't invite Native Americans to a feast. Why the Thanksgiving myth matters.

Kinsey Crowley

On the holiday known by many as Thanksgiving but recognized by Native American 
communities as the National Day of Mourning, indigenous activists and scholars are 
advocating for the recognition of the Wampanoag's true history. They say that must be 
grounded in the fact that they existed far before and long after the pilgrims' first harvest feast.

"You can't argue with people coming together and celebrating family, good fortune and being 
thankful. That's an important holiday to have," scholar and Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
member Paula /Peters said. "But it is also a platform that we as Indigenous people have to 
step on and remind people of the significance of our story and the myths that are perpetuated 
by the Thanksgiving holiday."

The Plymouth colonists and the Native American Wampanoag people "shared an autumn 
harvest feast that is acknowledged as one of the first Thanksgiving celebrations in the 
colonies" in 1621, according to the History Channel.

The History Channel says that the pilgrims invited the Native Americans to the feast, but that 
part is a myth.

The pilgrims were celebrating their first harvest when they fired off muskets repeatedly, a form 
of entertainment for the settlers.

Hearing the blasts, the Wampanoag thought it was a threat. The supreme leader Massasoit 
Ousamequin assembled a small army of approximately 90 warriors and approached the 
settlement, much to the surprise of the pilgrims.

After deescalating the situation, the pilgrims and the Wampanoag feasted together, though 
historical texts do not indicate what they might have eaten besides deer hunted by the 
Wampanoag, as Paula Peters writes in an introduction to "Of Plimoth Plantation."

"The contemporary holiday perpetuates the myths of the Wampanoag and Pilgrim relations," 
Peters writes. "It further buries the truths of kidnappings, pestilence and subjugation and 
ignores the scant details of the tense encounter."

Peters said that the years leading up to the arrival of the Mayflower and the first harvest are 
just as important as what followed. The pilgrims were aided by a couple of Indigenous men 
who remarkably knew how to speak English, including a man named Squanto.

His acquired tongue was not a miracle, but a byproduct of tragedy. In 1614, he was part of a 
group of Native Americans lured onto a ship and sold into slavery in Spain.

When he returned in 1619, his home village of Patuxet had been ravaged by a great plague. 
The settlers who came to that same land had to move decaying bodies to make the village that 
later became Plymouth.

Peters said that story is rarely told, and demonstrates an example of the erasure of Indigenous 
histories.

That erasure exists in part to gloss over the ugly parts of American history, said Joseph Gone, 
an enrolled member of the Aaniiih-Gros Ventre Tribal Nation of Montana and a professor at 
Harvard who researches the intersections of coloniality and mental health in American Indian 
communities.

That can have an impact on those whose stories are not being told, he said.

Although the Wampanoag and the pilgrims did not exist as harmoniously as many are taught, 
many tribal members still take the holiday to celebrate family.

Jordan Marie Brings Three White Horses Whetstone of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe in South 
Dakota said she hopes that as people sit with the truth, they feel inspired to take action. She 
suggested the following:
Changing language to reflect the history of the day by calling it "Truthsgiving" or 
"Thankstaking"

Incorporating more indigenous foods into Thanksgiving mealsDonate or participate in local 
action events

Source: USA Today, November 22, 2023.
The segment "The pilgrims didn't invite Native Americans to a feast. Why the 
Thanksgiving myth matters." addressed conflicts arising from erasure.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2023/11/22/thanksgiving-story-
native-american-history/71563811007/

https://youtu.be/C-ILVzK6EbA?si=dtxhhgMYoWqYZ7YL
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A Trojan Horse in a House Intel Committee Bill Massively Expands FISA 702 Surveillance
PSA: Spanish Coalition for Housing

December 8, 2023 / Greg Nojeim, Jake Laperruque

Tucked away near the end of a bill headed to President Joe Biden’s desk (H.R. 6611, the 
“HPSCI bill”) is a provision that would expand surveillance under Section 702 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act (“FISA 702”), which sunsets on December 31, 2023, and will be 
extended until mid-April 2024. 

Section 504 of the bill would expand the types of entities that can be compelled to disclose 
internet communications whether in storage or in transit.

FISA 702 permits the U.S. government to compel communication service providers to disclose 
for foreign intelligence purposes the communications of persons reasonably believed to be 
non-U.S. persons abroad. 

No warrant is required; a belief that the communications relate to U.S. foreign affairs or 
national security is sufficient.  Entities that provide communication services like email, calls, 
and text messaging can be compelled to disclose these communications. 

The HPSCI bill enables the government to compel anyone with mere access to the equipment 
on which such communications are stored or transmitted to disclose those communications.  

That could include personnel at businesses, hotels, and AirBNBs that offer WiFi to their 
customers and large data centers that rent out computer server space to their clients.

Because FISA 702 does not merely give the government power to compel production of 
communications but rather requires that businesses “provide the Government with all 
information, facilities, or assistance necessary to accomplish the acquisition,” the government 
could use this new section to compel changes to the infrastructure and operations of some 
business entities. 

The expansion would likely facilitate compelled  “Upstream” collection from these business 
entities, a technique in which the government demands access to the entire stream of 
communications data, rather than obtaining only the communications to and from surveillance 
targets. 

It may be difficult for businesses to ensure that only the data of Section 702 targets is turned 
over to the government. They may be compelled to turn over entire communication streams or 
permit the copying and dragnet scanning of all the data on a server they host.

By expanding the obligation to assist with warrantless surveillance, some large U.S. players in 
the data business are at risk. 

Their global customers, knowing that this expansion of the law will subject the data they store 
with U.S. businesses to warrantless government access, will find other equipment providers in 
other countries with whom to store their data.

Source: Center for Democracy & Technology, December 8, 2023, and The Hill, December 14, 
2023.

The segment "A Trojan Horse in a House Intel Committee Bill Massively 
Expands FISA 702 Surveillance" addressed conflicts arising from 
governmental surveillance.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2023/11/22/thanksgiving-story-
native-american-history/71563811007/

https://youtu.be/-kXNcqZjv74?si=h7xBNxhDWz64AUHj
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Google, IBM make strides toward quantum computers that may revolutionize problem solving

60-minutes
BY SCOTT PELLEY

DECEMBER 3, 2023 / 7:17 PM EST / CBS NEWS

IBM announced an entirely new kind of computing--one that may solve problems in minutes 
that would take today's supercomputers millions of years. 

The quantum computer pushes the limits of knowledge--new science, new engineering-- all 
leading to a processor that computes with the atomic forces that created the universe. 

Not even a million or a billion of supercomputers connected together could do the calculations 
of these future machines. 

Computers began processing information on transistors, getting faster as more transistors 
were squeezed onto a chip--billions of them today.

But it takes that many because every transistor holds information in only two states. It's either 
on or it's off-- like a coin-- heads or tails. Quantum abandons transistors and encodes 
information on electrons, which behave in a way so that they are heads and tails and 
everything in between. 

A classical computer calculating how a mouse navigates a maze has to map every single left 
turn, right turn, left turn, right turn before it finds the goal. Now a quantum computer scans all 
possible routes simultaneously. 

According to physicist Michio Kaku, China, IBM, Google, Microsoft, and Honeywell are in a 
race to create a workable, operationally efficient quantum computer because the nation or 
company that does this, will rule the world economy.

Qubits are short for quantum bits. They hold electrons and act like artificial atoms. Unlike 
transistors, each additional qubit doubles the computer's power. 20 transistors are 20 times 
more powerful than one. Twenty qubits are a million times more powerful than one.

In a Google lab, a processor that holds the qubits chills the qubits to what physicists call near 
absolute zero, about 460 degrees below zero Fahrenheit, almost as cold as possible.

That temperature, inside a sealed computer, is one of the coldest places in the universe. The 
deep freeze eliminates electrical resistance and isolates the qubits from outside vibrations so 
they can be controlled with an electro-magnetic field. The qubits must vibrate in unison, called 
coherence.

Coherence is fleeting. In all similar machines, coherence breaks down constantly--creating 
errors.

Scientists want to mitigate those errors and extending coherence time while scaling up to 
larger machines.

There are problems that classical computers can never solve.
Quantum could give answers to impossible problems in physics, chemistry, engineering and 
medicine. 

Health care would be transformed if quantum computers can model the behavior of proteins- 
the molecules that regulate all life.

The people using quantum machines use a regular laptop and write a program very much like 
writing a traditional program. But when clicking "go" and "run," it runs on a very different kind of 
computer.

In 2024 the U.S. will publish new standards for encryption because quantum is expected one 
day to break the codes that lock everything from national secrets to credit cards. 

IBM’s Quantum System Two has the room to expand to thousands of qubits.

Michio Kaku said, “Processing information with subatomic particles is how the universe works. 
The language of the universe is the language of the quantum.

Learning that language may bring more than inconceivable speed. Reverse engineering 
nature's computer could be a window on creation itself.”

Source: CBS News, December 3, 2023.

The segment "Google, IBM make strides toward quantum computers that 
may revolutionize problem solving" addressed the conflict between the 
coherence in current and quantum computers.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/quantum-computing-google-ibm-advances-60-
minutes-transcript/

https://youtu.be/gaFdsTErWQI?si=C-Cz_TYnWREX1U4w
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New Illinois laws that will impact motorists, transit users in 2024

By James Neveau • Published December 18, 2023 • Updated on December 18, 2023 at 11:22 
am
 
The state of Illinois passed more than 300 new laws that will go into effect in 2024, and many 
of them could have an impact on how you commute, how you charge your cars or even how 
you stay safe on roadways.

HB 2389: No vehicle shall be stopped or searched by law enforcement solely because of a 
violation of driving with any object placed or suspended between the driver and front 
windshield, rear windshield, side wings, or side windows.

HB 2431: Videoconferencing while driving will now be prohibited.

HB 2582: Motorcycle licenses will no longer be offered to residents under the age of 18, with 
specific exceptions.

HB 3876: Residents of Illinois who buy vehicles in another state must apply for registration and 
certificate of title no less than 45 days after the purchase of the vehicle.

SB 0896: Auxiliary lighting on motorcycles may not emit blue lights. Auxiliary lights may only 
emit red light if they are actively braking.

SB 1251: Operators of ambulances or other rescue vehicles must have specified training in the 
operation of that vehicle. In municipalities with population of under one million residents, sirens 
and lamps must be in operation at all times when pedestrians and other drivers are present, 
and when that vehicle has been called to a bona fide emergency or has been directed to 
disregard traffic laws in the operation of the vehicle. The ambulance must slow down at red 
lights to achieve safe operation.

SB 1526: The Department of Transportation must develop a mobile app that provides 
motorists with updated travel conditions.

SB 1653: The Department of Transportation and local authorities must institute a pilot program 
to erect and maintain hazard bars, or visual signs and additional signage, for all viaducts and 
underpasses with a clearance of less than 15 feet. Hazard bars must hang at the same 
clearance level as the viaduct or underpass, and be located at least 500 feet in front of them.

SB 2028: Requires best practices on stranded motorists to be included in Illinois Rules of the 
Road publications.

HB 1342: A massive transit bill, the law will explore expanded reduced-fare service, require 
transit agencies to purchase emission-free buses, and will provide free transit to victims of 
domestic violence.  

SB 1892: Public transit benefits provided to a person with a disability by the Regional 
Transportation Authority shall automatically renew unless it is discontinued by that individual. 
The individual will need to submit proof of Illinois residency.

Source: NBC5 Chicago, December 18, 2023.

The segment "New Illinois laws that will impact motorists, transit users in 
2024" addressed the conflicts that could result from motorists unaware of the 
new laws.

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/chicago-politics/these-19-new-illinois-
laws-will-impact-motorists-transit-users-in-2024/3305994/

https://youtu.be/SgZTBLiae3o?si=Tzy99B41b_OCgX3Z
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FCC to comply with a court order requiring the agency to conclude its still-pending 2018 
quadrennial review of its local broadcast ownership rules and other broadcast news

By David Oxenford & Keenan Adamchak on November 12, 2023

The FCC has until December 27, 2023, to comply with a court order requiring the agency to 
conclude its still-pending 2018 quadrennial review of its local broadcast ownership rules 
including local radio ownership limits, the restrictions on combinations of two of the Top 4 TV 
stations in any market, and the dual network rule forbidding common ownership of two of the 
Top 4 TV networks.  

With that deadline in sight, lobbying at the FCC on how the FCC should conclude the 
proceeding has increased.  Gray Television recently told the FCC that it should not tighten its 
television ownership rules due to the negative impact it would have on small and rural 
television markets.  

The National Association of Broadcasters urged the FCC to relax its radio ownership rules to 
enable radio broadcasters to better compete with digital audio platforms through greater scale 
and economic efficiencies.  

Music industry groups told the FCC that the current radio ownership restrictions should be 
maintained to preserve and promote not only ownership diversity, but viewpoint diversity 
through music and lyrics.  

An individual who formerly worked as a  broadcaster urged the FCC to use its broadcast 
ownership rules to promote more small, local, and minority ownership in radio.  

An automotive industry group published a blog article in opposition to the AM Radio for Every 
Vehicle Act now pending in Congress– an Act which would mandate the installation of AM 
radios in all new cars, including electric vehicles.  

The blog article cited a study claiming that compliance with such a mandate would cost 
automakers $3.8 billion.  The NAB responded stating that the Congressional Budget Office 
released a report which estimated that compliance would actually cost automakers only a 
fraction of that amount.

The White House’s recent executive order regarding Artificial Intelligence encourages the FTC 
to exercise its authority to promote a fair, open, and competitive AI system.  

The FTC announced that it will consider at its open meeting whether to initiate a proceeding 
examining how to use its authority to protect consumers from AI-enabled voice cloning harms, 
such as fraud and the broader misuse of biometric data and creative content.  

The FTC also filed comments in the Copyright Office’s proceeding exploring the copyright 
implications of AI which stated that the FTC might consider AI’s impact on the creative 
community to be an unfair trade practice, which would be an interesting suggested expansion 
of the FTC’s usual regulatory focus.

Source: Broadcast Law Blog, November 12, 2023.

The segment "FCC to comply with a court order requiring the agency to 
conclude its still-pending 2018 quadrennial review of its local broadcast 
ownership rules and other broadcast news" addressed the conflicts arising 
from broadcast ownership.

https://www.broadcastlawblog.com/2023/11/articles/this-week-in-regulation-for-
broadcasters-november-6-to-10-2023/

https://youtu.be/sJGiDuj4pec?si=LmtzL2oB7Zbqfi8w
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Get headaches from drinking red wine? Study offers clue about why

By Kristen Rogers, CNN

Updated 3:25 PM EST, Wed November 22, 2023

A flavonol naturally occurring in red wines may interfere with the body’s ability to metabolize 
alcohol, causing an accumulation of toxins that can lead to swift headaches, suggests a study 
published in the journal Scientific Reports.

Quercetin, the flavonol, is a plant compound found in fruits and vegetables including grapes, 
berries, onions and broccoli.

“When (quercetin) gets in your bloodstream, your body converts it to a different form called 
quercetin glucuronide.” “In that form, it blocks the metabolism of alcohol.” 

Red wine has a tenfold higher amount of phenolic compounds, especially flavonoids, than 
white wine, which makes the beverage a “primary contender responsible” for headaches.

Headaches after imbibing just one or two glasses of red wine can even happen to people who 
do not get headaches from other alcoholic beverages. 

Researchers studied how the flavonol may affect a genetic variant of an enzyme called ALDH2 
that is involved in the body’s metabolism of alcohol.

Nearly 8% of the global population has a variant of the enzyme that is not particularly active, 
and the deficiency is highly prevalent among people of East Asian descent — affecting around 
40% of this population.

When people drink, the alcohol is broken down in the liver by the enzyme alcohol 
dehydrogenase, which turns it into the compound acetaldehyde — a “well-known toxin, irritant 
and inflammatory substance.” 

The presence of acetaldehyde in the body is supposed to be short-lived since the enzyme 
ALDH2 transforms it into acetate, which is less toxic.

Using lab tests, the study authors found that a derivative of quercetin — quercetin glucuronide 
— inhibited the enzyme variant. The interference, they hypothesized, would lead to a buildup 
of the toxin acetaldehyde — and headaches — in people who are more susceptible.

Experts who were not involved said, “The study was only done in a lab, and the substances 
were tested outside the human body in concentrations several times higher than that in blood 
after a few glasses of wine.”

Tests from humans to verify this mechanism is especially important since, in natural contexts 
in the human body, the quercetin derivative the authors used is something generated in the 
liver and excreted by the kidneys.

To minimize headaches, you can try wines made by a variety of producers and grape varieties 
since the “levels of compounds that may trigger headache in red wine vary substantially 
between different wines.”

Quercetin is produced by grapes in response to sunlight. “If you grow grapes with the clusters 
exposed, such as they do in the Napa Valley for their cabernets, you get much higher levels of 
quercetin. In some cases, it can be four to five times higher.”

As a result, you may have better luck with cheaper red wines or with white wines, which have a 
lower flavonol content overall.

Source: CNN, November 22, 2023.

The segment "Get headaches from drinking red wine? Study offers clue 
about why" addressed the conflict often arises between red wine and red 
wine drinkers.

https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/22/health/red-wine-headache-cause-study-
wellness/index.html%C3%82%C2%A0

https://youtu.be/dxBB7F_CdIQ?si=qbS0uvT1y0_igxxR
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Feds Plan to Let Convicted Felons, Fraudsters, Perjurers Investigate Housing Discrimination

As part of the Biden administration’s governmentwide initiative to give criminals a second 
chance, a federal agency plans to eliminate restrictions that prevent convicted felons from 
conducting investigations that often lead the Department of Justice (DOJ) to take legal action. 

It involves fair housing testers who help federal authorities gather evidence of bias and 
discrimination by going undercover in housing transactions that can expose wrongdoing. 
Housing testers play a key role in government housing probes, and they are supposed to be 
carefully vetted.

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) wants to remove existing criminal 
conviction regulations for fair housing testers to make its “programs as inclusive as possible for 
people with criminal records.” 

The agency proposes eliminating the restrictions for Fair Housing Initiatives Program grantees 
and Fair Housing Assistance Program agencies that forbid FHIP and FHAP recipients from 
using fair housing testers with prior felony convictions or convictions of crimes involving fraud 
or perjury. 

The proposed rule will ensure that HUD can “fully investigate criminal background screening 
policies that are potentially discriminatory under federal civil rights laws by using testers with 
actual criminal backgrounds.”

The DOJ’s Civil Rights Division uses information gathered by fair housing testers to enforce 
the Fair Housing Act, which prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, national 
origin, sexual orientation and gender identity, disability and familial status. 

In cases where investigations yield evidence of a pattern or practice of illegal housing 
discrimination, federal prosecutors file lawsuits. Since 1992 the DOJ has resolved 111 cases 
with evidence directly generated from the Fair Housing Testing Program. 

It has led to the recovery of more than $15.3 million, including over $2.3 million in civil 
penalties and north of $13 million in other damages. 

“The vast majority of testing cases filed to date are based on testing evidence that involved 
allegations of agents misrepresenting the availability of rental units or offering different terms 
and conditions based on race, and/or national origin, and/or familial status,” according to the 
DOJ. 

Allowing convicted criminals to participate in federal housing investigations are part of a 
broader push by the Biden administration to “help people who were formerly incarcerated 
reenter society.”

“Because of significant barriers to employment, economic stability, and successful reentry into 
society, nearly 75 percent of people who were formerly incarcerated are still unemployed a 
year after being released.”

Source: Judicial Watch, November 6, 2023.

The segment "Feds Plan to Let Convicted Felons, Fraudsters, Perjurers 
Investigate Housing Discrimination" reported on a step to resolving the 
conflict between felons and their work as housing testers.

https://www.judicialwatch.org/felons-investigate-discrimination/

https://youtu.be/H7LoHfDK9MY?si=h7UQq_72Is4lpbGU
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The term 'White Lung' is spreading, but there's really no such illness: health professionals
PSA: Hispanic Americans and Alzheimer's
 
 By Andy Dahn
WBBM Newsradio 780 AM & 105.9 FM
12/14/2023

(WBBM NEWSRADIO) -- A local doctor is weighing in on rising cases of COVID, flu and RSV 
-- as well as a mysterious illness you may have read about on social media.

Dr. Colleen Nash of Rush University Medical Center said she’s seeing plenty of young 
Illinoisans with RSV, but the concerns don’t stop there.

“We’re also seeing quite a bit of COVID and more severe COVID in children,” she said.
“We’re also starting to see increases in influenza, all in the background of some other, routine 
wintertime viruses.”

That uptick has prompted the Illinois Department of Public Health to urge healthcare facilities 
to beef up mitigation measures such as masking and social distancing.

Vaccines remain the key to fighting off infection, she said.

As for a purported condition sometimes called “white lung” disease, Nash said there’s really no 
such thing.

“I think it’s more a descriptor of what a lung or lungs can look like if imaging like a chest X-ray 
is taken on a patient,” she said.

The University of Rochester Medical Center says the non-medical term has been used in 
media reports and social media to describe some cases of pneumonia.

Source: WBBM Newsradio 780, December 14, 2023.

The segment "The term 'White Lung' is spreading, but there's really no such 
illness: health professionals" addressed the conflicts arising from the 
misnomer of "white lung" disease.

https://www.audacy.com/wbbm780/news/local/white-lung-is-not-really-an-
illness-doctor-says

https://youtu.be/RJBjl1LLnFk?si=inOUMvHNK0jFAq_j
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Illinois in the middle of the road nationally on traffic safety
PSA: Tellin' Tales Theatre: I Am Who I Am

By  Kaitlin Washburn   Dec 5, 2023, 5:50pm CST

Illinois gets a mixed score in a new nationwide report on the strength of the state’s roadway 
safety laws.

The report, by the group Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety, rated every state based on 
whether it has certain traffic safety laws in place.

Illinois fell short for its lack of a motorcycle helmet requirement, child passenger safety rules 
and teen driving regulations. The state drew good marks for having comprehensive distracted-
driving laws and automated speed enforcement.

In 2022, over 1,200 people died in traffic crashes in Illinois, according to data from the Illinois 
Department of Transportation. In 2019, 1,010 people died.

The Advocates report shows that roadway safety laws have not kept pace with growing safety 
problems, said Joseph Schwieterman, a DePaul University professor who studies public policy 
and transportation.

The report identified 16 traffic safety laws proven to reduce crashes, injuries and deaths. 
Illinois has eight of the 16 on its books.

“Illinois did well for enacting primary enforcement laws that require passengers in both the front 
and back seats to wear seat belts, which is the most important first line of defense.” 

The state scored well on distracted driving for restricting cell phone use behind the wheel.

The state is behind the curve on laws aimed at protecting motorcyclists and kids and teens in 
cars.

Illinois is one of only three states that does not have a law requiring motorcyclists to wear 
helmets.

States without helmet requirements see nearly 10 times as many un-helmeted motorcyclists 
die in crashes than states with such laws.

Illinois does not require kids ages 12 and younger to ride in the back seat, though the 
transportation department does recommend it under its child passenger safety guidelines.

The report recommends the state bolster its graduated driver’s license program by requiring:

Beginning teen drivers be 16 to obtain a learner’s permit. 
Teen drivers obtain at least 70 hours of supervised driving before getting their license. 

A nighttime driving restriction that starts at 8 p.m. 
Only family passengers ride with a teen driver without an adult in the car. 

Source: Chicago Sun-Times, December 5, 2023.
The segment "Illinois in the middle of the road nationally on traffic safety" 
addressed the conflict arising from lack of traffic safety.

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2023/12/5/23988132/illinois-traffic-safety-
advocates-for-highway-auto-safety-report%C3%82%C2%A0

https://youtu.be/Yo2fq09SADY?si=DkE3qIvMiALfp2-O
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Mr. Bocanegra Goes to Washington: Chicago Anti-Violence Pioneer Joins DOJ

Erica Gunderson | February 12, 2022, 5:30 pm

A longtime pioneer of Chicago’s anti-violence movement has been tapped by the Biden 
administration to help address the nation’s gun violence epidemic.

Eddie Bocanegra began his work in Chicago as an outreach worker at the Chicago-based 
violence prevention program Ceasefire. He went on to start the Urban Warriors program with 
the YMCA, connecting youth with military veteran mentors. 

As a senior director at Heartland Alliance, Bocanegra began READI Chicago, which offers 
intensive resources for people at high risk for violence.

Bocanegra has taken leave from Heartland Alliance to take a position as senior adviser for the 
Community Violence Intervention office at the U. S. Department of Justice.

Bocanegra sees his appointment to this new advisory role as an indicator that the Biden 
administration is serious about addressing gun violence.

Bocanegra said. “The administration is allowing someone with my lived experience — also 
coupled by the experience that I have by implementing these programs — [allowing] us to 
inform some of the decisions that we could make, that would engage policy issues, and where 
we could allocate our resources to have a bigger bang for our buck.”

The Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS Office) is the component of the U.
S. Department of Justice responsible for advancing the practice of community policing by the 
nation's state, local, territorial, and tribal law enforcement agencies through information and 
grant resources.

The COPS Office awards grants to hire community policing professionals, develop and test 
innovative policing strategies, and provide training and technical assistance to community 
members, local government leaders, and all levels of law enforcement. 

Since 1994, the COPS Office has been appropriated more than $20 billion to help advance 
community policing.

As personal and property crime rises all over the United States, the public demands more 
action from local law enforcement. 

So do the country’s business communities, which the National Retail Federation reports not 
only have lost an estimated $112.1 billion in 2022 due to smash-and-grab raids and other 
incidents of theft or malicious property damage, but also are concerned about the safety of 
their employees endangered by such crimes. 

Source: WTTW, February 12, 2022, Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS 
Office), and World Security Report The segment "Mr. Bocanegra Goes to Washington: Chicago Anti-Violence 

Pioneer Joins DOJ" addressed countering the conflict of violence.

https://news.wttw.com/2022/02/12/mr-bocanegra-goes-washington-chicago-anti-
violence-pioneer-joins-doj 
https://cops.usdoj.gov/aboutcops 
https://www.worldsecurityreport.com 

https://youtu.be/_i_L9RTJ3Pg
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Scientists raising concerns about 'monstrous' giant goldfish wreaking havoc on Great Lakes
 
WWJ Newsradio 950
December 12, 2023
2:04 pm

(WWJ) — Scientists are sounding the alarm as giant goldfish are popping up in the Great 
Lakes, causing harm to the freshwater ecosystems.

A report from Smithsonian Magazine says “monstrous invasive goldfish measuring more than 
a foot in length” have been spotted not only in the Great Lakes, but other freshwater sources 
across the U.S.

They are “gobbling up native species and sometimes wreaking havoc on local ecosystems,” 
according to Smithsonian’s Margaret Osborne.

Scientists and researchers believe the goldfish — a common first pet for many — were 
released into the wild by owners who did not think they would do any harm.

But the five-inch fish, belonging to the same family as carp, can grow to 19 inches long and 
weigh up to nearly 10 lbs. While not all grow this big, even the small ones can cause problems 
and spread diseases.

The Smithsonian report says abandoned goldfish have been known to root up plants in the 
Great Lakes, contribute to harmful algal blooms and consume native vegetation.

Scientists believe there are millions, if not tens of millions, of goldfish in the Great Lakes.

They are issuing pleas to pet owners to not abandon them outdoors.

“It doesn’t matter whether it’s a snake, a turtle, a bird or a fish, you just can’t put it into the 
wild,” one aquatic ecologist said, according to the Smithsonian story. “It’s often going to be 
harmful to that animal because they’re not adapted to that place, but also we’re going to harm 
our local animals and plants.”

Source: WWJ Newsradio 950, December 12, 2023

The segment "Scientists raising concerns about 'monstrous' giant goldfish 
wreaking havoc on Great Lakes" described the conflict between giant 
goldfish and freshwater ecosystems.

https://www.audacy.com/wwjnewsradio/news/local/scientists-concerned-about-
monstrous-goldfish-in-great-lakes

https://youtu.be/JRdwrYMlOAo?si=BRNohda8ZaFC64E4
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Pritzker signs law giving driver’s licenses to noncitizen immigrants

by: John Clark

Updated: Jun 30, 2023 / 01:33 PM CDT

CHICAGO, Ill. (WTVO) — Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker signed a bill into law that allows 
undocumented immigrants to get a standardized driver’s license.

The license will replace the current Temporary Visitor Driver’s License (TVDL).

House Bill 2883 would allow noncitizen residents to receive a standard driver’s license with the 
wording “Federal Limits Apply” printed on top. 

Those eligible for a TVDL must have lived in Illinois for more than a year and do not have a 
Social Security number.

Individuals must provide their U.S. immigration documentation, a passport or a consular card – 
requirements that remain the same under the new proposal.

Applicants for a standard driver’s license would be required to follow the same process as 
applying for a TVDL. 

The license they receive would be the same as one issued to any other Illinoisan whose ID 
does not comply with federal REAL ID guidelines.

House Bill 2883 goes into effect on January 1, 2024.

Source: WGN9 Chicago, June 3, 2023.
The segment "Pritzker signs law giving driver’s licenses to noncitizen 
immigrants" addressed the conflict of noncitizen immigrant resources.

https://www.mystateline.com/news/local-news/pritzker-signs-law-giving-drivers-
licenses-to-noncitizen-immigrants/

https://youtu.be/CJFG4QrJuBA?si=cyIAcAaKBEUk88WS
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Pritzker signs law giving driver’s licenses to noncitizen immigrants

by: John Clark

Updated: Jun 30, 2023 / 01:33 PM CDT

CHICAGO, Ill. (WTVO) — Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker signed a bill into law that allows 
undocumented immigrants to get a standardized driver’s license.

The license will replace the current Temporary Visitor Driver’s License (TVDL).

House Bill 2883 would allow noncitizen residents to receive a standard driver’s license with the 
wording “Federal Limits Apply” printed on top. 

Those eligible for a TVDL must have lived in Illinois for more than a year and do not have a 
Social Security number.

Individuals must provide their U.S. immigration documentation, a passport or a consular card – 
requirements that remain the same under the new proposal.

Applicants for a standard driver’s license would be required to follow the same process as 
applying for a TVDL. 

The license they receive would be the same as one issued to any other Illinoisan whose ID 
does not comply with federal REAL ID guidelines.

House Bill 2883 goes into effect on January 1, 2024.

Source: WGN9 Chicago, June 3, 2023.
The segment "Pritzker signs law giving driver’s licenses to noncitizen 
immigrants" is relevant  to the Issue "Migrant crisis in Chicago."

https://www.mystateline.com/news/local-news/pritzker-signs-law-giving-drivers-
licenses-to-noncitizen-immigrants 

https://youtu.be/CJFG4QrJuBA?si=JLLJ7P8_IHP7O-WF
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Why Time Feels Faster as We Age: The Science Behind Faster Years

PSA: Be a Y-CAP Peer Advocate 

Exploring Professor Adrian Bejan’s Insightful Theory on How and Why Our Perception of Time 
Accelerates as We Grow Older: A Journey from Mind Time to Clock Time Nucleus_AI 1241 
Stories 

Friday October 13, 2023

A groundbreaking paper from Professor Adrian Bejan of Duke University delves into the 
physics behind the phenomenon of why as adults, years appear to zip by in a flash. 

While clocks measure time consistently (24 hours a day, every day), our personal experience 
of it varies. This is the difference between "mind time" and "clock time". 

As we age, the way our brain processes what we see changes. When younger, we constantly 
take in and process new visuals, making time feel lengthy. As we age, this process slows, 
making time feel like it is racing. 

Tiredness affects how our eyes move and process visual data. When athletes are exhausted, 
they often struggle because their sense of timing is disrupted. 

As our brain becomes more intricate with age, the pathways that data travel on become more 
complex. This change in how our brain processes information alters our perception of time's 
flow. 

As we grow older, our brains deteriorate, affecting our perception of time. Studies have shown 
elderly people process visual information slower, making them feel as though time is zooming 
by. 

Bejan's interest in this topic started in his youth. As a basketball player, he realised that games 
played earlier in the day, when players were less rested, usually had worse performances. The 
significance of rest and its impact on the perception of time became evident. 

While we cannot control the clock, we can influence our perception of time. Emulating healthy 
habits, like good sleep, can alter how we experience the passage of time. 

A study conducted on people of various age groups found differences in how time is perceived. 
While younger children felt longer durations during action-packed events, adults felt the 
opposite, with uneventful durations feeling longer. 

As we grow, our understanding of time changes from being event-driven to being more 
absolute. In essence, time's perception is both a matter of physics and our cognitive 
processes. 

While time might always seem to fly, understanding why can make us more present in each 
passing moment.

Source: YourStory, October 13, 2023.
The segment "Why Time Feels Faster as We Age: The Science Behind 
Faster Years" is relevant to the conflict between reality and perception.

https://yourstory.com/2023/10/science-behind-time-perception-aging

https://youtu.be/jT1crZRX30w
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School districts are using AI to detect guns in class

PSA: Digital Museum Passes: Reserve Online 

 By Joe Hiti, Audacy
WWJ Newsradio 950

While at first it seemed artificial intelligence and school would not mix well, as students could 
use it to cheat on assignments, school districts have recently found a better use for the 
technology that could increase safety.

The ZeroEyes’s gun detection artificial intelligence software will be installed into Louisiana’s 
Iberville Parish’s existing cameras, helping protect from potential threats, the district’s 
superintendent, Louis Voiron, told Fox News.

“There’s no way with us having 800 cameras in our school district that one or two people can 
see what’s happening on every single camera in the district,” Voiron said.

ZeroEyes co-founder Sam Alaimo said that the software spots possible firearms and alerts the 
company’s analytical team, which, like the rest of the company, is made up of former law 
enforcement and military members.
“The algorithm sends a still-frame image [of a possible firearm] to our operating center. Our 
analyst looks at it and says if it is a gun, ‘I am going to dispatch it,’” Alaimo said.

Analysts alert school staff and local police, telling them where the gun was detected and its 
location. The team is also prepared to handle false alarms when the AI gets it wrong.

“If we can tell very obviously it’s not a genuine threat, we do not dispatch the client. We’ll just 
give them a friendly phone call or an email saying, hey, you want to be aware of a child with a 
Nerf gun that looks very much like the real thing is over here, you might want to take care of 
that,” Alaimo said.

Currently, the software is installed in more than 100 schools across 35 states.

Source: Audacy, December 7, 2023.
The segment "School districts are using AI to detect guns in class" is relevant 
to the conflict between privacy and public safety.

https://www.audacy.com/wbbm780/news/national/school-districts-are-using-ai-
for-security 

https://youtu.be/zG5jcsvc_i0
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Chicago Transit Authority Partners with Google to Launch Multilingual Chatbot for Commuter 
Assistance
PSA: Brainfuse: Homework Help Free with your library card.

By Jo Marquez
Published on December 05, 2023

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) announced a new partnership with Google Public Sector 
to roll out a chatbot for their website, transitchicago.com.

This virtual assistant aims to give commuters a seamless experience when it comes to 
reporting problems or giving feedback about the transit system.

The Chat with CTA bot is expected to modernize customer interaction by providing simple, 
one-step support and quick solutions to common queries.

Tthe chatbot will converse in English, Spanish, Polish, Simplified Chinese, and 
Filipino/Tagalog, reflecting the linguistic fabric of the area it serves.

While this virtual assistant is aimed at easing customer service processes, it will not replace 
human hands during crises.

It is designed to address basic travel questions and collect feedback on service quality.

The chatbot will not field emergency issues. Customers still need to call 911 in life-threatening 
situations or directly contact a CTA employee for urgent safety concerns.

Despite being a major move towards leveraging technology, the chatbot marks just the 
beginning of an all-encompassing customer service ecosystem that the CTA plans to 
introduce. 

It builds on Google Public Sector's existing relationship with Illinois, previously seen with the 
state's Department of Employment Security. 

The chatbot is projected to launch in early 2024, complementing the suite of existing channels 
for customer communication, which includes phone, email, and a web feedback form. This 
indicates CTA's ambition to not just match but to significantly exceed commuter expectations.

Source: Hoodline, December 5, 2023.

https://hoodline.com/2023/12/chicago-transit-authority-partners-with-google-to-launch-
multilingual-chatbot-for-commuter-assistance 

Brainfuse: Homework Help Free with your library card.Get help with your homework online 
from 2 p.m. to 11 p.m. daily. 

Get expert help with:
Writing assignments
Math, science and social studies subjects
Spanish homework
English as a second language lessons

Available in English and Spanish for early elementary through advanced college prep students. 

Practice tests (including ACT/SAT), a writing lab, video content and other resources are 
available 24/7.

More information at www.chipublib.org/resources/learning

The segment "Chicago Transit Authority Partners with Google to Launch 
Multilingual Chatbot for Commuter Assistance" addresses resolving the 
conflict in communication between riders and the CTA.

https://hoodline.com/2023/12/chicago-transit-authority-partners-with-google-to-
launch-multilingual-chatbot-for-commuter-assistance 

https://youtu.be/HaG26TAhGn4
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New Just Cause Ordinance hopes to ensure housing equitability for tenants

Ella Jeffries, Print Managing Editor October 17, 2023

After months of review by Evanston’s Just Cause task force, the city’s new proposed Just 
Cause Ordinance is ready to be reviewed by the Housing and Community Development 
Committee. 

The Just Cause task force was created in August 2023 after councilmember Devon Reid, the 
lead sponsor of the amendments, made a recommendation for a committee to be put together 
to review the ordinance. 

If passed, the new ordinance will create specific guidelines for when and how an individual can 
be removed from their unit, including seven reasons for what is termed as a “just cause for 
eviction,” Reid said. 

Currently, there are no guidelines that landlords and housing providers must follow to evict a 
tenant. The new provision outlines nonpayment, planned renovations, the sale of the building 
and material noncompliance as grounds for eviction or nonrenewal. 

The ordinance has received backlash from local landlords who say this is an infringement on 
their property rights. Task force member, Managing Broker of Northshore Apartments and 
Condos Eric Paset, hoped to generate another solution.

Paset believes that increased regulation will cause local landlords to sell their buildings to large 
out-of-state investors who are strictly focused on profits and do not have a stake in caring for 
the local community. 

He said properties in San Francisco and Portland, Oregon — where ordinances like this are 
already in place — no longer have local landlords, are often not maintained and have 
dramatically increasing rent prices. 

After the ordinance is reviewed by the Housing and Development Committee, members will 
choose whether to recommend it to City Council. 

In an earlier Housing and Community Development meeting this year, community member 
Loren Berlin addressed the opposition from landlords. 

“The system works very well for people with enough. It just does,” Berlin said. “My guess is we 
all have housing, my guess is we’re not at risk of being evicted, and I just want to say that 
some of this is about thinking about people who are not in that position.”

Source: Daily Northwestern, October 17, 2023.

The segment "New Just Cause Ordinance hopes to ensure housing 
equitability for tenants" addresses the conflict between tenants and landlords 
regarding eviction.

https://dailynorthwestern.com/2023/10/17/city/new-just-cause-ordinance-hopes-
to-ensure-housing-equitability-for-tenants

https://youtu.be/14vg5hU6BHg
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Cook County launches program to provide free cell phones to survivors of domestic violence, 
human trafficking

PSAs Addressing Anti-Indigeneity (Reading Circle) and Revitalización de las lenguas 
indígenas como un proyecto comunitario y no desde el Estado*

By Nate RodgersPublished November 8, 2023 4:34PMCook County

COOK COUNTY - Cook County has launched a new program aimed at aiding survivors of 
domestic violence and human trafficking, offering them a chance to regain their independence 
and rebuild their lives.

In partnership with the 911 Cell Phone Bank, the initiative is designed to provide free or 
refurbished cell phones to individuals who have been affected by domestic violence or human 
trafficking. 

The program recognizes the significance of connecting survivors, especially women and 
children, with their families and the support services they need.

In many instances, these survivors find themselves without phones or other electronic devices, 
often having had their belongings confiscated by their abusers.

In 2021, the Cook County Sheriff's Office assisted approximately 100 survivors of domestic 
violence and human trafficking, offering housing, food, clothing, and various other essential 
resources. Nearly 40% of these survivors lacked access to cell phones.

Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart emphasized the importance of providing these cell phones as a 
lifeline for survivors to connect with necessary services while ensuring their abusers remain 
unaware of their actions.

The donated cell phones come equipped with Wi-Fi capability and include unlimited minute 
plans for at least 60 days. After this initial period, survivors will be subject to a minimal monthly 
fee.

Source: Fox 32 Chicago, November 8, 2023.

https://www.fox32chicago.com/news/cook-county-program-free-cell-phones-survivors-
domestic-violence-human-trafficking 

PSA: Please join Let’s Talk About It: Solidarity Work Luncheon Part 2

Addressing Anti-Indigeneity (Reading Circle) on Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023, 
1:30-2:30 p.m. at the Pedroso Center, (B-159), at Northeastern Illinois University, 5500 N St. 
Louis Ave.

PSA: You are invited to Revitalización de las lenguas indígenas como un proyecto comunitario 
y no desde el Estado*

Revitalization of indigenous languages as a community project and not from the State, on 
Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Pedroso Center, (B-159), at Northeastern Illinois 
University, 5500 N St. Louis Ave.

The segment "Cook County launches program to provide free cell phones to 
survivors of domestic violence, human trafficking' addresses the conflict 
between safety and poverty for victims of domestic abuse.

https://www.fox32chicago.com/news/cook-county-program-free-cell-phones-
survivors-domestic-violence-human-trafficking 

https://youtu.be/0EI48C86UoE
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Right turn on red? With pedestrian deaths rising, US cities are considering bans

JEFF MCMURRAY

A dramatic rise in accidents killing or injuring pedestrians and bicyclists has led to a myriad of 
policy and infrastructure changes, but moves to ban the legal prerogative for a driver to turn 
right after stopping at a red light, have drawn some of the most intense sentiments on both 
sides.

Washington, D.C.’s City Council in 2022 approved a right-on-red ban that takes effect in 2025. 
Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson’s transition plan called for “restricting right turns on red,” but 
his administration has not provided specifics. 

Jay Beeber, executive director for policy at the National Motorists Association, an advocacy 
organization for drivers, cited an upcoming study by his association that analyzed California 
crash data from 2011-2019 and found that drivers turning right on red accounted for only about 
one pedestrian death and less than one bicyclist death statewide every two years.

“What’s really behind this movement is part of the agenda to make driving as miserable and as 
difficult as possible so people don’t drive so much,” Beeber said.

Safety advocates counter that official crash reports are often mislabeled, undercounting the 
dangers.

The United States is one of few major countries that generally allow right turns on red. 
Concerned that cars idling at stop lights could compound an energy crisis, the U.S. 
government warned states in the 1970s that they could risk some federal funding should cities 
prohibit right on red, except in specific, clearly marked areas. Although another energy-
conscious provision capping speed limits at 55 mph has long been abandoned, right on red 
has endured.

Right on red has never been allowed across most of New York City, where large signs alert 
Manhattan’s visitors that the practice is prohibited there. But it was the default policy practically 
everywhere else in the U.S. until last year’s vote in the nation’s capital.

Safety advocates who pushed for the change in Washington, D.C., are bracing for blowback 
from drivers, particularly if the city also allows the so-called Idaho Stop in which cyclists are 
permitted to go through a red light after stopping to make sure the coast is clear.

Critics argue that banning right on red will not only inconvenience motorists but also slow down 
commuter buses and deliveries. The United Parcel Service has not taken an official position on 
right on red but has long directed its drivers to avoid left turns whenever possible, viewing 
them as inefficient.

Priya Sarathy Jones, deputy executive director at the Fines and Fees Justice Center, is 
concerned penalties from right-on-red bans will fall disproportionately on lower-income drivers 
who have to drive to work because they cannot afford housing near public transit. 

If there is more enforcement at red lights, more cameras are certain to follow, she said. In the 
Chicago area, any discussion of red light policy often conjures up memories of the region’s 
vilified red-light camera program, which spurred bribery charges against public officials.

There are no recent, nationwide studies of how many people are hurt or killed by right-turning 
drivers.

According to a national report by the Governors Highway Safety Association, more than 7,500 
people walking were struck and killed by automobiles in 2022, the highest number since 1981. 

The spike, which included all accidents — not just those involving right turns on red, was 
attributed in part to an increase in larger vehicles such as SUVs and pickup trucks on the road.

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety found that the odds a pedestrian would be killed 
when struck by an automobile turning right were 89% higher when the vehicle was a pickup 
and 63% higher when it was an SUV, due to larger blind spots and the deadlier force 
associated with heavier models.

Much of the research looking directly at the impact of right-on-red policies is years if not 
decades old, but both sides argue it is still relevant.

The NHTSA in a 1994 report to Congress looked at four years of crash data from IN, MD and 
MO and 3 years of data from Illinois, counting a combined 558 injury crashes and four fatalities 
stemming from right turns on red. Advocates of a ban point out that study came before the 
nation’s vehicle fleet grew much larger and more lethal.

But Beeber said the National Motorists Association study of California found that even when 
there was an accident associated with right turns on red, at least 96% of the injuries sustained 
by pedestrians or cyclists were minor.

AP: 11/4/2023

The segment "Right turn on red? With pedestrian deaths rising, US cities are 
considering bans" addresses the conflict between right turns and 
pedestrians.

https://apnews.com/article/red-light-turn-pedestrian-bicyclist-deaths-
7f5bdee9c7b3f4cbf005f1844f486123

https://youtu.be/TMKzUiyWSJk
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$20,000 grant from CHA puts homeownership within residents’ reach
A single mother who earlier this month closed on an East Garfield Park single-family home 
became the CHA’s new down payment program’s first recipient.

By  Elvia Malagón   Oct 28, 2023, 5:30am CST

Samantha Stokes, 38, closed on her first home for herself and her 14-year-old daughter. She 
started exploring buying a home earlier in 2023 after she learned her housing choice voucher 
through the Chicago Housing Authority would likely phase out because a recent job promotion 
increased her income.

Stokes was in the process of securing a home through the agency’s Choose to Own program 
when the agency told her about the new Down Payment Assistance Program they were 
launching that would provide a grant of up to $20,000 for a down payment and closing costs. 
Stokes said it felt like a perfect storm — in a good way.

Stokes is the agency’s first participant to close on a home as part of the new down payment 
assistance program. The $20,000 will be forgivable after 10 years.

There are already more than a dozen other participants behind Stokes who have been 
deemed eligible for the grant and are in the process of purchasing a home.

The agency projects it will be able to help about 100 participants in the program’s first year. 
The program is funded through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

While Stokes had a housing voucher through the housing authority, the program is open to 
anyone — including those living outside Chicago — as long as the home purchased is within 
the city’s boundaries.

The program does include other eligibility requirements, such as being a first-time homebuyer 
who will use the property as the primary residence. Recipients’ income should not exceed 80% 
of the area median income.

That means a single adult’s income should be at or less than $61,800, and a family of three 
must have a household income of or less than $79,450. Participants should have at least 
$3,000 in savings.

The housing authority would like the program to assist voucher holders who are nearing 80% 
of the area median income, meaning they are receiving less assistance but may be wary of 
seeking homeownership.

CHA residents who make just over the 80% threshold because of changes to their income 
should still apply, especially because they are likely on the brink of losing a voucher or housing 
assistance.

The program comes as mortgage rates continue to increase across the country. The rate for a 
30-year home loan rose to 7.57% in October 2023, the Associated Press reported.

Stokes received $20,000 from the new housing authority program, in addition to another 
$10,000 from another assistance program. She also used $5,000 from her own savings to 
purchase the West Side, contemporary single-family home, which meant in total she had just 
over 15% of the total cost of the home.

She previously lived in a small two-bedroom apartment, but the new home offers more space 
for herself and her daughter. 

Source: Chicago Sun-Times, October 28, 2023.
The segment "$20,000 grant from CHA puts homeownership within residents’ 
reach" addresses the conflict between homeownership and poverty.

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2023/10/28/23933565/chicago-housing-authority-
cha-downpayment-assistance-program-voucher-homeowner-real-estate-market 

https://youtu.be/HiEaON7PjQM
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Community Composting Pilot Program

PSA:  Hablemos de todo un poco

The Department of Streets and Sanitation (DSS) has partnered with NeighborSpace on six 
small-scale community garden compost sites located throughout Chicago. 

The pilot locations are on NeighborSpace-protected community garden sites and will accept 
certain organic waste materials from area residents. 

The goal of the pilot is to demonstrate that organic material can be diverted from the waste 
stream by community residents at the local level and returned to productive use as compost to 
nourish the soil at the gardens. A three-bin compost system is provided at each location for 
processing organic materials. 

The six community gardens included in the pilot program are:

Stockyard Garden 
In the Community Area of New City

El Paseo Garden
In the Community Area of Lower West Side
Merchant Park Community Garden
In the Community Area of Irving Park

Hermitage Street Community Garden
In the Community Area of Englewood

Fulton Street Flower and Vegetable Garden
In the Community Area of West Garfield Park

Montrose Metra Community Gardens
In the Community Area of North Center

Important: please cut or break everything into small pieces so that decay is accelerated!
Acceptable Materials For Composting 
Fruit and vegetable scraps, 
Eggshells
Coffee grounds (and paper filters)
Teabags

Not Accepted for Compost
Produce stickers, twist-ties, food clips
Meat
Bones
Dairy products
Cooking oils

The composting operations will be managed by compost stewards from each garden, and the 
opportunity to participate in the pilot program will first be made available to the gardeners at 
each location. Once education, best practices, and routines for accepting food scraps from the 
gardeners have been established, participation will be open to nearby residents not affiliated 
with the garden. 

The start dates for accepting food scraps will vary for each location.

Anyone interested in participating in the Community Composting Pilot Program should 
complete the interest form. 

Please contact NeighborSpace at info@neighbor-space.org for more information.
Source: Chicago.gov
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/chicago-recycles/home/compost.html 

The next meeting of Hablemos de todo un poco will take place on Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023, at 6 
p.m. via Zoom. Latin American Literatures and Cultures graduate student Andrea Ramírez will 
lead a discussion for advanced speakers titled "That's For Women: A Conversation About the 
Changing Roles of Women in Society." Advance sign-up is requested for Zoom access. Please 
join us and let us hear your voice!

Hablemos de todo un poco is a conversation space that was created with the purpose of 
establishing informal and interactive conversations in Spanish between Northeastern Illinois 
University (NEIU) students and the broader community. This project aims to address current 
issues in a friendly environment that encourages the practice of Spanish and the exploration of 
Latin American culture among those who identify with it or want to learn more about it.

For more information contact Brandon Bisbey, Ph.D. at b-bisbey@neiu.edu.
The segment "Community Composting Pilot Program" is relevant to 
addressing global warming deriving from unrecycled organic material.

www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/chicago-recycles/home/compost.html 

https://youtu.be/JPSqwiB41IA
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Why are migrants coming to Chicago? Newly arrived asylum seekers seek resettlement here

By Liz Nagy and Blanca Rios 
Friday, October 20, 2023

Why are migrants coming to Chicago?

A delegation of Chicago officials spent the week visiting border towns in Texas to learn why 
migrants are traveling to Chicago and about strategies to help them resettle.

BROWNSVILLE, Texas (WLS) -- The first rough and tumble steps inside the United States that 
most migrants and asylum seekers take are on a path that is dusty and strewn with trampled 
clothes, shoes that have been abandoned and personal items tangled in barbed wire.

Many who have crossed are trying to make it 1,400 miles north to Chicago, but Chicago 
leaders who visited the border tried to inform them that their life in Chicago may not be as easy 
as they think it will be.

Late into the night border patrol keeps guard at an unofficial crossing site near Brownsville. 
Agents say migrants often arrive en masse in the pitch dark.

When they finally make it through to the first step of immigration processing at the border many 
have declared Chicago as their desired city.

"Even though we might say Chicago is cold or it's going to be hard to find, that's not going to 
stop someone who now has the hope that there's possible work," said Deputy Mayor of 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights Beatriz Ponce de Leon. 

Every one of them has legal papers that they visibly hold close, but this is just the beginning of 
a complicated legal process that even seasoned immigration lawyers in Chicago are still 
learning to help navigate.

"Immigration can issue them a notice to appear in Chicago. That doesn't necessarily mean that 
it's been filed with the court order, that he's gotten to the court in Chicago, or that the court 
system in Chicago recognizes them. 

They're given this address, and there's lots of different addresses in Chicago that people are 
given. They're coming to Chicago with hopes of entering the system; however the system is 
quite backed up," said Ellen Miller, pro bono manager for National Immigrant Justice Center.

Brownsville is just a way-station, and the border city has honed a quick plan to get migrants 
connected to legally declared sponsors.

"It's a process that we do to make sure that they are not going to your shelters, they are not 
going to your police stations, anywhere that you have designated as a shelter in your area," 
said Rene Tabarez, emergency management administrator. "We're not passing our issues, our 
city, to our receiving city. That's the last thing we want."

Chicago city leaders said it has become clear through multiple stops in multiple cities that 
Texas is a temporary stop for migrants after crossing the border. They are also not part of the 
state's efforts to send buses of migrants to Chicago.

"The main theme is everything is federally funded here and their operations are very tight in 
terms of the timeline," said Deputy Chief of Staff Cristina Pacione-Zayas.

With a migrant population of more than 18,000 and counting, and a small fraction of the federal 
funds these border cities have access to, Chicago's challenge is more permanent.

Source: ABC7 Chicago, October 20, 2023.

The segment "Why are migrants coming to Chicago? Newly arrived asylum 
seekers seek resettlement here" is relevant to the Issue "Migrant crisis in 
Chicago."

https://abc7chicago.com/how-to-help-migrants-in-chicago-texas-why-are-
coming-venezuela/13946461 

https://youtu.be/WAdZRQMEqSo
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High-dosage tutoring can help kids recover from pandemic learning loss. Tutoring Chicago is a 
free program stepping up to help.

By Darcel Rockett

Published: Oct 27, 2023 at 5:00 am

Tutoring Chicago is a 58-year-old nonprofit whose mission is to offer free one-on-one tutoring 
and social-emotional programming to first through 10th grade students, in person or virtually.

CPS CEO Pedro Martinez said recent data shows improvement in the average Illinois 
Assessment of Readiness scores, the state’s federally mandated measurement of students’ 
mastery of Illinois Learning Standards in English language arts and math for grades three 
through eight in public school districts. 

It indicates some rebound from pandemic learning loss, but not enough to match levels prior to 
2020. The disparities that continue in math and literacy for low-income students and students 
of color indicate that more support is needed.

“Research is pointing to the fact that students are not on track to catch up to where they would 
have been before the pandemic,” said Sonia Lal, Naperville resident and founder of education 
consulting practice Ivy League Potential, which has been providing tutoring and educational 
services since 2011. “The learning loss from the pandemic … we haven’t recovered from it, but 
we have found that high-dosage tutoring is very effective in helping to reverse pandemic 
learning loss.”

High-dosage tutoring is intensive tutoring where educators meet with students at least three 
times a week during the school day for a minimum of 30 minutes — either one-on-one or in 
small groups. Lal said her business created a new division to conduct high-dosage tutoring 
virtually called Common Ground Tutors. She said high-dosage tutoring is more effective than 
tutoring done after school or once a week.

Lal said. “Research is finding if you do tutoring during the school day, students’ attendance is 
better, engagement is better. And that’s where you see the real difference in helping to recover 
from the pandemic, but research is showing that less than 10% of students get intensive 
tutoring. There’s a teacher shortage and schools are struggling to find tutors.”

Tutoring Chicago Program Director Ravi Shah said the nonprofit is serving students from 
nearly 300 schools throughout Chicagoland with the help of program managers, part-time site 
coordinators and volunteers. Whereas certified teachers help educate kids for Common 
Ground, volunteers help educate youths with Tutoring Chicago.

Tutoring Chicago trains its volunteers on its curriculum and the volunteers tend to stay for 
years, often with the same student. The tutors know their students, work with the school 
curriculum and get input from parents.

Shah said students and tutors stay together for years, building mentorship and another support 
system.

Laura Reber, founder and CEO of Chicago Home Tutor, said the efficacy of tutoring is just as 
much about the skills of the tutor as the tutor-student relationship, building trust, and feeling a 
sense of safety to be able to make mistakes and have that be a learning experience.

When students know there is a caring adult, that makes a huge difference in their academics, 
Lal said. “We use the curriculum that teachers are using but we add social-emotional learning. 
That helps to build their overall well-being because we all have gone through trauma, and we 
all need that kind of healing relationship. Education really should be healing.”

Adem Aluka, founder and executive director of the nonprofit Youth For a Better Future, said 
now is the time for people to help support groups like his who are ensuring youths have 
options. He said it’s necessary to drive the movement forward with more volunteers, funding 
and spaces in which to do the work.

We need people who are capable and willing and committed to helping move the needle.”

Source: Chicago Tribune, October 27, 2023.

The segment "High-dosage tutoring can help kids recover from pandemic 
learning loss. Tutoring Chicago is a free program stepping up to help." is 
relevant to the conflict between academic success and education loss 
deriving from the pandemic.

www.chicagotribune.com/education/ct-tutoring-chicago-students-0930-
20231027-a7urdl3c4ndddkdcn4d73jtxtq-story.html 

https://youtu.be/MWXPbIzz-Zk
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Governor Pritzker Waives Penalties and Interest for Cook County Taxpayers Affected by 
Severe Weather and Flooding

Incident near Northeastern Illinois University Main Campus Foster entrance

CHICAGO – Gov. JB Pritzker announced that individuals and businesses impacted by the 
severe weather and flooding in Cook County on September 17, 2023, may request waivers of 
penalties and interest on state taxes if they cannot file their returns or make payments on time. 

Those impacted Cook County taxpayers are eligible to request a waiver of penalties and 
interest for income, withholding, sales, specialty, and excise taxes.

Taxpayers seeking waivers of penalties and interest for taxes should send a brief written 
explanation of why they cannot timely file or pay to the Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR). 

They should provide their full name, account number (if using a Social Security number, 
include only the last four digits), mailing address, and an estimate of when they believe they 
can file or pay their taxes.

Requests may be sent electronically to REV.DisasterRelief@illinois.gov or via postal mail 
using the address on the return. 

Taxpayers who mail their request to IDOR should write “Severe Storm – September 17, 2023” 
on the top of the return in red and include their explanation for penalties and interest 
abatement request.

Property owners who may have been impacted by severe weather should contact the Cook 
County Assessor’s Office if they wish to file an appeal due to any property damage.

Source: State of Illinois, October 30, 2023.

Incident near Northeastern Illinois University Main Campus Foster entrance

A shooting took place a few steps from the Northeastern Illinois University Foster and Central 
Park campus entrance at approximately 8:51 p.m. on Thursday, October 26, 2023.

Northeastern Illinois University Police issued an emergency notification due to gunfire that was 
heard near the fence line at the Foster Access Road. 

Northeastern Illinois University Police, the Chicago Police, and the Cook County Sheriff 
responded, and the situation was resolved and all suspects were taken into custody. At 9:44 p.
m., Northeastern Illinois University Police issued an all-clear campus alert. 

This is an ongoing investigation by the Chicago Police Department. No Northeastern Illinois 
University students were involved in this incident.

Source: Northeastern Illinois University, October 27, 2023.

The segment "Governor Pritzker Waives Penalties and Interest for Cook 
County Taxpayers Affected by Severe Weather and Flooding" addresses the 
conflict between severe flooding and the lack of resources of homeowners to 
repair damage caused by the flooding. https://youtu.be/Oltz-4LuHzM
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CVS will no longer sell medications that contain phenylephrine as the only active ingredient
PSA: MARC U-STAR Program information session 10/31/2023

By Amanda Musa, CNN

Updated 10:18 AM EDT, Fri October 20, 2023

CVS is removing some over-the-counter allergy and cold medicines from their shelves after an 
independent advisory committee to the US Food and Drug Administration declared that 
phenylephrine, a popular ingredient in these medications, is ineffective when taken orally.

CVS will continue to sell other “oral cough and cold products” in order to “meet consumer 
needs,” the statement continued.

A Walgreens spokesperson told CNN, “Walgreens follows FDA regulations. We are closely 
monitoring the situation and actively partnering with the Walgreens Office of Clinical Integrity 
and suppliers on appropriate next steps.”

While the FDA has found that the ingredient is safe to use, many doctors have questioned 
phenylephrine’s effectiveness for years. These products generated nearly $1.8 billion in sales 
in 2022 alone, according to data from the FDA that was presented to the Nonprescription 
Drugs Advisory Committee during the committee’s two-day meeting in September when, the 
advisory committee voted no on the specific question: “Do the current scientific data that were 
presented support that the monograph dosage of orally administered phenylephrine is effective 
as a nasal decongestant?”

The FDA told the committee it would take its advice into consideration, although it did not give 
a timeline. The agency has not issued a final decision regarding phenylephrine and has not 
asked manufacturers or retail pharmacies to remove products containing the ingredient from 
store shelves.

The Consumer Healthcare Products Association, which represents makers of over-the-counter 
medicines and dietary supplements as well as consumer medical devices and opposes a 
change, previously said in a statement that it was disappointed in the committee’s decision.

The group encouraged the FDA, before it made any regulatory changes, to “be mindful of the 
totality of the evidence supporting this long-standing OTC ingredient, as well as the 
significantly negative unintended consequences associated with any potential change in oral 
PE’s regulatory status.”

A CHPA spokesperson, Logan Ramsey Tucker, told CNN, “Until FDA makes a determination 
on the committee’s recommendation, oral PE remains a Category 1 OTC ingredient, which is 
generally recognized as safe and effective (GRASE).”

Source: CNN, October 20, 2023.

https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/19/health/cvs-to-stop-selling-some-phenylephrine-
medicines/index.html

Join the MARC U-STAR Program for an information session from 3:05-4:05 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Oct. 31, 2023, on the Main Campus in Room BBH 102 at Northeastern Illinois University 
(NEIU). Dr. Christina Roman, Program Manager in the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, 
Division of Biological Sciences at the University of Chicago, and graduate students from 
various STEM fields, will discuss their career journeys and paid graduate and summer 
research programs at the university.

The segment "CVS will no longer sell medications that contain phenylephrine 
as the only active ingredient" addresses the conflict about the effectiveness 
of phenylephrine.

https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/19/health/cvs-to-stop-selling-some-phenylephrine-
medicines/index.html

https://youtu.be/50dcFbdg1Zo
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WZRD News 10/26/2023

Illinois Has 3 of the Most Bed Bug Infested Cities in the U.S.

Connor Kenney
Published: October 20, 2023

Bed bugs are back in the news again. The Paris bed bug has been a huge problem in Europe 
but experts say they are coming to the U.S.

Three cities in Illinois already have a terrible bed bug problem with one of those cities having 
the worst problem in the entire country.

Throughout the summer and into the fall, bed bugs have become a major issue in Paris and 
they are spreading all over the place. Bed bugs have been found not just in homes, hotels, and 
other places where you may find mattresses. 

There are reports of bed bugs being found in Parisian schools and trains. Bed bugs have been 
found on passenger ships leaving France and going to other parts of the world.

Earlier in 2023, Orkin reported the top 50 cities in the U.S. that have the worst bed bugs.

The pest control company found that three of those cities are in Illinois. 

48. Peoria
11. Champaign
1. Chicago

This is the third year in a row that Chicago has topped the list of the cities with the worst bed 
bug problem.

That problem could get really bad if we are not careful. If you plan to visit areas with bed bugs 
during this crisis, those little bugs can travel back with you.

Source: B100 Quad Cities, October 20, 2023.
The segment "Illinois Has 3 of the Most Bed Bug Infested Cities in the U.S.' 
reports on the conflict between rats and a sanitary city.

https://b100quadcities.com/illinois-has-3-of-the-most-bed-bug-infested-cities-in-
the-u-s/?utm_source=tsmclip&utm_medium=referral 

https://youtu.be/KWIW6gYfb-0

Prerecorded 
segment aired 
on automation 
computer.

1/6/2024 7:17:31 Trudy Leong 10/25/2023 8:59:00 AM 9:07:00 AM Conflicts News

WZRD News 10/24/2023

Kim Foxx's office no longer objects to waiving court fees for low-income defendants
PSA: K(NO)W More and CCICS presents Domestic Violence Awareness Healing Circle

By Allison Novelo Published June 6, 2023

CHICAGO - The Cook County state’s attorney’s office no longer objects to waiving court fees 
for low-income defendants, a move it said was aimed at reducing racial disparities in the 
criminal justice system.

"One of the tragedies of the criminal justice system is that a disproportionate amount of its 
financing is shouldered by people of color and those living in poverty," State’s Attorney Kim 
Foxx said. “Fees and fines perpetuate the cycles of racial disparities and criminalization."

Fines and fees are used to cover court expenses.

The office said the policy is in line with other measures it has taken, including not prosecuting 
cases involving driving with a suspended license or possessing small amounts of narcotics and 
expunging cannabis convictions.

"These financial burdens too often exacerbate poverty," First Assistant State’s Attorney Risa 
Lanier said.

Source: Fox 32 Chicago, June 23, 2023.
https://www.fox32chicago.com/news/cook-county-kim-foxx-waiving-court-fees-low-income-
defendants 

K(NO)W More and CCICS presents Domestic Violence Awareness Healing Circle on Monday, 
10/30/2023, 6:00pm - 8:00pm at the NEIU Carruthers Center for Inner City Studies (CCICS) at 
(700 E Oakwood Blvd)

The segment "Kim Foxx's office no longer objects to waiving court fees for 
low-income defendants" reports on addressing the conflict between onerous 
court fees and impoverished defendants, especially marginalized defendants.

https://www.fox32chicago.com/news/cook-county-kim-foxx-waiving-court-fees-
low-income-defendants 

https://youtu.be/f5-wMJRx2Do
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WZRD News 10/24/2023

Backdoor Malware Found on WordPress Website Disguised as Legitimate Plugin

PSA: Panel + Discussion: Native American Representation and Resistance to Contemporary 
U.S. Genocidal Practice in Tommy Orange's There There

A backdoor deployed on a compromised WordPress website poses as a legitimate plugin to 
hide its presence.

By Ionut Arghire
October 12, 2023

A threat actor has deployed a WordPress backdoor that can hide its presence by posing as a 
legitimate plugin, according to WordPress security firm Defiant.

Identified during the cleanup of a compromised site, the backdoor was designed to run in the 
context of WordPress, thus having access to all the functions a normal plugin would have.

To avoid raising suspicion, the code also presented the user with a “professional looking 
opening comment implying it is a caching plugin.”

Once installed, the malware adds specific filters so that it would not show in the list of activated 
plugins, while providing the attackers with a variety of functions, including the ability to create 
an admin account.

Able to operate as a standalone script and as a plugin, the backdoor also contains pinging 
functionality so that the threat actor can check if it is operational, and can activate and 
deactivate other plugins remotely.

The script can create an account with the username ‘superadmin’, with the role set as 
administrator, and with a hardcoded password. It also contains code to remove the account 
when it is no longer needed.

A bot detection function in the code allows the malware to serve malicious content to users, 
based on specific filters.

“One common thread shared by these infection scenarios is that site owners find their site 
looks fine to them but their visitors have reported issues such as seeing spam or being 
redirected to dubious sites. Others report that their site looks and behaves completely normally 
but only shows spam content when visiting from a search engine.”

Such malware typically serves the malicious content to search engines, so it can be indexed, 
to drive traffic to the infected website.

The backdoor also contains a hook to check if the current user is an administrator, and 
performs other checks as well, to serve them the unmodified site content. If these conditions 
are not met, the user is served malicious content instead, and other functions are invoked to 
insert spam on pages.

“The malware contains other cleanup functions that allow it to remove malicious content from 
the database in addition to the admin user deletion.”

The security firm identified specific malware functions that allow the attackers to remotely 
control and monetize the victim websites.

Source: Security Week, October 12, 2023.

https://www.securityweek.com/backdoor-malware-found-on-wordpress-website-disguised-as-
legitimate-plugin 

Please join the Panel + Discussion: Native American Representation and Resistance to 
Contemporary U.S. Genocidal Practice in Tommy Orange's There There, on Monday, 
10/30/2023, 5:00pm - 6:30pm in the Pedroso Center (B-159), at Northeastern Illinois 
University, 5500 N St. Louis Ave. and on Zoom. Refreshments provided. Please contact 
Shireen Roshanravan at s-roshanravan@neiu.edu for the Zoom link.

The segment "Backdoor Malware Found on WordPress Website Disguised 
as Legitimate Plugin" reports on the conflict between computer users and 
malware.

https://www.securityweek.com/backdoor-malware-found-on-wordpress-website-
disguised-as-legitimate-plugin 

https://youtu.be/vJd4sVkicg4
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WZRD News 10/19/2023

Ald. Jim Gardiner Fined $20K For Violating Ethics Ordinance by Slapping Critic with 
Unfounded Tickets

PSA Palenque LSNA

Heather Cherone | October 16, 2023 6:16 pm

The Chicago Board of Ethics fined Ald. Jim Gardiner (45th Ward) $20,000 on October 23, 
2023, for retaliating against a frequent critic and political foe by directing a city employee to 
issue “unfounded citations” that could have forced the Jefferson Park man to pay more than 
$600 in fines.

The board found Gardiner committed 10 total violations of Chicago’s Governmental Ethics 
Ordinance, five violations of his fiduciary duty to the city and five violations for unauthorized 
use of city property.

The board levied the maximum fine of $2,000 for each individual violation of the ordinance, in 
accordance with the terms of the Governmental Ethics Ordinance that was in effect in 
September 2019, when the violations took place.

Inspector General Deborah Witzburg’s determination that Gardiner violated the city’s 
Governmental Ethics Ordinance is the “first-ever finding of probable cause in an inspector 
general ethics investigation of a sitting member of City Council”.

Witzburg said, “It should and does send a message that bad actors will be held accountable,” 
Witzburg said. “Those who abuse positions of public trust will be punished for doing so.”

Gardiner is accused of targeting Jefferson Park resident Pete Czosnyka, who has frequently 
criticized the alderman and his ally Ald. Nicholas Sposato (38th Ward) both on social media 
and by filing complaints with the inspector general and the Board of Ethics.

Czosnyka transformed the front yard of his Jefferson Park home with insect- and 
environmentally-friendly native plants he purchased in 2011 from the city.

In September 2019, the city slapped Czosnyka with fines totaling more than $600, alleging he 
had failed to maintain the parkway, causing rodent problems, and had weeds taller than 10 
inches. Czosnyka challenged the tickets, and they were tossed out by a judge. 

The inspector general’s probe found that Gardiner “conceived the idea to issue citations” with 
two employees of the Department of Streets and Sanitation “at the alderman’s ward office and 
proceeded with the plan even after being informed that plants at the critic’s property were 
legal.”

Gardiner was reelected in April 2023, despite facing a number of investigations and lawsuits.

A federal judge ruled on Sept. 25 that Gardiner violated the First Amendment by blocking six 
critics from his official Facebook page in 2021, including Czosnyka. 

Gardiner now faces a trial to determine whether he should pay those critics’ damages.

Chicago taxpayers paid $100,000 to resolve a lawsuit filed by a man who claimed he was 
wrongfully arrested at Gardiner’s request after finding a cell phone that belonged to a close 
associate of the alderperson. 

That associate is now facing charges he tried to sell an illegal machine gun while working for 
the city.

Gardiner has been accused of leaking improperly obtained court records that showed James 
Suh, a frequent critic who ran against him, had been charged with unlawful use of a weapon in 
2008.

The Cook County Circuit Court Clerk requested that the office’s watchdog probe how Gardiner 
got those records.

WTTW News reported in September 2021 that federal agents are probing whether Gardiner 
took bribes and demanded payments before taking official actions. He has not been charged.

Source: WTTW, October 16, 2023.

https://news.wttw.com/2023/10/16/ald-jim-gardiner-fined-20k-violating-ethics-ordinance-
slapping-critic-unfounded-tickets 

Palenque LSNA Liberating Spaces through Neighborhood Action holds Palenqueritos La Salita 
every Tuesday, 3-5pm, at 2840 N Milwaukee Ave, for young adults ages 13-19. This is a free 
afterschool space where teens can engage with other youth, do homework, and create art.
Please contact Prisila Tito at ptito@palenquelsna.org for more information.

The segment "Ald. Jim Gardiner Fined $20K For Violating Ethics Ordinance 
by Slapping Critic with Unfounded Tickets" addresses the conflict between 
elected officials and ethics.

https://news.wttw.com/2023/10/16/ald-jim-gardiner-fined-20k-violating-ethics-
ordinance-slapping-critic-unfounded-tickets 

https://youtu.be/60baXWqc-Wc

Prerecorded 
segment aired 
on automation 
computer.

1/6/2024 7:31:24 Trudy Leong 10/19/2023 8:59:00 AM 9:07:00 AM Conflicts News

WZRD News 10/19/2023

First measles case in Illinois since 2019 confirmed in Cook County

PSA: An NEIU 10/23/2023 event

The suspected case was reported on Oct. 10 by the Cook County Department of Public Health 
and confirmed the next day by IDPH.

Published October 13, 2023 • Updated on October 13, 2023 at 6:06 pm

The first measles case reported in Illinois since 2019 has been confirmed in Cook County, the 
Illinois Department of Public Health announced on October 13, 2023.

The suspected case was reported on Oct. 10 by the Cook County Department of Public Health 
and confirmed the next day by IDPH. The case involved an unvaccinated person with 
exposure internationally.

"The case’s rash onset was identified as Oct. 9; therefore, the infectious period would be 
between Oct. 5 through Oct. 13," IDPH said.

The department noted that most people are routinely vaccinated in childhood and are not at 
high risk. Those who have not been vaccinated and think they were exposed should check 
with their doctor about vaccination.

IDPH Director Dr. Sameer Vohra said, “Two doses of measles vaccine are 97% effective in 
preventing measles. Measles still can affect those who are unvaccinated. I urge everyone to 
make sure they and their family members are up-to-date on measles/mumps/rubella (MMR) 
vaccine and all other age-appropriate immunizations.”

Symptoms of measles include rash, high fever, cough, runny nose and red, watery eyes and 
can take seven to 21 days to show up. Anyone who develops symptoms of measles should 
call or email their doctor before going to a doctor's office or hospital to prevent spread.

CCDPH Chief Operating Officer Dr. LaMar Hasbrouck said, "According to the CDC, one dose 
of MMR vaccine is 93% effective against measles and two doses are 97% percent effective, if 
exposed."

IDPH noted measles can "cause serious complications such as pneumonia and encephalitis 
(swelling of the brain). Measles is easily spread through the air when someone coughs or 
sneezes. 

People can also get sick when they come in contact with mucus or saliva from an infected 
person."

Source: NBC 5 Chicago, October 13, 2023.

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/first-measles-case-in-illinois-since-2019-confirmed-in-
cook-county/3250622

Please join Filipino American Heritage Month Zoom Lecture + Discussion on Monday, 
10/23/2023, at  5:30pm - 6:30pm on Zoom. Please contact Shireen Roshanravan at s-
roshanravan@neiu.edu for the Zoom link. The segment "First measles case in Illinois since 2019 confirmed in Cook 

County" addresses the conflict deriving from the unvaccinated..

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/first-measles-case-in-illinois-since-
2019-confirmed-in-cook-county/3250622

https://youtu.be/_69JFDHNzSI
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WZRD News 10/18/2023

Chicago residents file lawsuit to stop using public buildings to house migrants

2 NEIU 10/19/2023 events

More than 17,000 migrants have been bussed to the city of Chicago since August 2022

By Sun-Times/ NBC Chicago • Published October 5, 2023 • Updated on October 5, 2023 at 8:
12 am

South Shore residents have re-filed a lawsuit that aims to stop the city from housing asylum-
seekers in public buildings such as police stations and schools.

The lawsuit, filed on Sept. 26, 2023, by Chicago residents, seeks wider relief in addition to their 
initial case filed in May, which sought to stop the former South Shore High School from being 
turned into a shelter for migrants. It names the city of Chicago, Mayor Brandon Johnson and 
Chicago Public Schools as defendants.

The residents voluntarily dropped the first lawsuit after learning the former high school would 
not be used to house asylum-seekers, who have been arriving by bus from Texas since 2022.

But after hearing that thousands of migrants would continue to be sent to Chicago, the South 
Shore residents filed a broader lawsuit in Cook County circuit court, said Frank Avila, an 
attorney representing the residents.

Chicago has scrambled to find housing for the more than 17,000 migrants who have arrived in 
the city since August 2022. 

The lawsuit argues that the use of public buildings as migrant housing is a nuisance to the 
community, and it also accuses the city of violating zoning ordinances around the former high 
school and other public areas.

The suit calls for an audit of city funding used for migrants and related housing.

“The city does not comment on pending litigation,” law department spokesperson Kristen 
Cabanban said.

The new lawsuit adds claims that the city’s move to turn police stations into makeshift shelters, 
where migrants have been sleeping on floors for months, violates federal Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration standards.

Some people in South Shore, along with residents in other neighborhoods such as Woodlawn, 
feel they have been excluded from providing input on the city’s plan to use public buildings for 
migrant housing.

“This is a pro-migrant, pro-immigrant message,” Avila said of the plaintiffs’ intentions. “[M]y 
clients …feel that they’ve been underrepresented, underinvested and they want a similar 
investment into their community.”

The shuttered South Shore High School has not been converted into housing for migrants 
despite a city contract with Chicago Public Schools to do so.

“For that extent we have been successful, but we don’t want to let our guard down,” Avila said. 
“[W]e want these people to be taken care of properly.”

“We want to help these people, but they should not be primarily in the two cities of Chicago 
and New York or a few places,” Avila said. “There’s 300-plus municipalities in the United 
States, as well as small towns, suburbs, rural areas, military bases etc and we should spread 
people out where not one city is bearing the brunt of the cost.”

A hearing on the case is scheduled for Nov. 27.

Mayor Brandon Johnson said that a team with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security is 
currently in Chicago, assessing the severity of the ongoing crisis.

Source: Chicago Sun-Times and NBC5 Chicago, October 5, 2023.

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/chicago-residents-file-lawsuit-to-stop-using-public-
buildings-to-house-migrants/3243213/?amp=1 

Please join the International Pronoun Day 1-Page Zine Workshop on Thursday, 10/19/2023, at 
12:00pm - 2:00pm in the Pedroso Center (B-159), at Northeastern Illinois University, 5500 N. 
St. Louis Ave.

You are invited to Mexico City Chicago Writers, the English Department, and World Languages 
and Cultures Present “Lit & Luz with Maricela Guerrero,” on Thursday, 10/19/2023, at 3:00pm - 
4:00pm in the Pedroso Center (B-159), at Northeastern Illinois University, 5500 N. St. Louis 
Ave.

The segment "Chicago residents file lawsuit to stop using public buildings to 
house migrants" is relevant to the Issue "Migrant crisis in Chicago."

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/chicago-residents-file-lawsuit-to-stop-
using-public-buildings-to-house-migrants/3243213/?amp=1 

https://youtu.be/sZoJJBi9t3A
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WZRD News 10/17/2023

Illinois Employers Required to Provide Public Transit Benefits in 2024

NEIU 10/18/2023 event

September 12, 2023

By Timothy J. Stanton and Hillary M. Sizer

Many employers with at least fifty employees in the six-county Chicago area will have to 
provide their full-time employees with pre-tax public transit benefits starting January 1, 2024, 
under a new Illinois law.

The Transportation Benefits Program Act, enacted on July 28, 2023, makes Illinois one of a 
handful of U.S. jurisdictions to mandate employee transportation benefits, along with the San 
Francisco Bay Area, Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., Seattle, New York City, and New Jersey.

The act applies to employers with at least fifty full-time employees working in certain 
geographic areas in Illinois that offer a public transit system operated by the Regional 
Transportation Authority.

Beginning January 1, 2024, employers will need to provide the benefit to all full-time 
employees after 120 days of employment.

The transit benefit must comply with federal rules for qualified transportation fringe benefits.

Illinois’s Transportation Benefits Program Act applies to employers that: (1) are located in one 
of thirty-eight specific counties and townships in Illinois, and (2) employ fifty or more full-time 
employees in one of the specified geographic areas at an address that is located within one 
mile of a fixed-route transit service run by the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA). 

The RTA oversees transit systems in the six-county Chicago area.

The act requires covered employers to provide a commuter benefit to all full-time employees, 
beginning with the first full pay period after 120 days of employment. “Full-time” means working 
at least thirty-five hours per week and receiving compensation on a full-time basis. 

The benefit must allow employees to elect pre-tax salary reductions to be used to reimburse 
transit pass expenses. The act defines “transit pass” to include tokens, fare cards, and 
vouchers entitling a person to transportation on a public transportation system within the 
jurisdiction of the RTA or the Chicago Transit Authority. 

Employers are not required by the law to make any contributions to employees for commuter 
benefits, but they are allowed to do so under federal tax laws.

The transit benefit must satisfy the federal requirements and limitations for qualified 
transportation fringe benefits contained in Internal Revenue Code Section 132(f). This includes 
the monthly maximum election amount, which is subject to annual cost-of-living adjustments. 

The maximum amount per month in 2023 is $300. 

The Internal Revenue Service has not yet published the monthly maximum amount for 2024. 
This maximum amount applies whether transportation benefits are funded by employee salary 
reductions, employer contributions, or a combination of both. 

Federal law also allows employers to provide reimbursement benefits for vanpooling, parking, 
and bicycle commuting expenses, though this is not required under the Transportation Benefits 
Program Act.

Source: Ogletree Deakins, September 22, 2023.

https://ogletree.com/insights-resources/blog-posts/illinois-employers-required-to-provide-
public-transit-benefits-in-2024 

The community is invited to Queer and BIPOC Politics in Children’s Literature,” with Dr. Isabel 
Millán, on Wednesday, 10/18/2023, at 5:00pm - 6:30pm on Zoom. Please contact Shireen 
Roshanravan at s-roshanravan@neiu.edu for the Zoom link.

The segment "Illinois Employers Required to Provide Public Transit Benefits 
in 2024" reflects the conflict between employees and employers.

https://ogletree.com/insights-resources/blog-posts/illinois-employers-required-to-
provide-public-transit-benefits-in-2024 

https://youtu.be/vcmfqaxO0vE
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WZRD News: 10/12/2023

Walmart says users of weight loss drugs are buying less food

Two NEIU 10/13/2023 events

The retailer used anonymized data on shopping patterns, based on customers who pick up 
prescriptions and buy groceries at its stores.

Oct. 5, 2023, 10:35 AM CDT / Source: NBC News

By Marley Jay

Walmart says people who get weight loss drugs like Wegovy at its pharmacies are buying a bit 
less food at its stores.

Walmart's U.S. CEO, John Furner, told Bloomberg News that the company is seeing signs that 
people taking GLP-1 agonist appetite suppressant medications are buying "less units, slightly 
less calories."

GLP-1 agonists include semaglutide, which is sold under the name Ozempic as a Type 2 
diabetes treatment and Wegovy as a weight loss drug; as well as Mounjaro and Victoza.

The retail giant is comparing shoppers who pick up a prescription for those medications at its 
pharmacies to shoppers who are otherwise similar but are not filling those scripts at Walmart. 
Using anonymized data, it is looking for patterns in the spending of those groups, and it says 
the first group is buying less food.

Doug McMillon, CEO of Walmart, Inc., said that the growing popularity of the drugs was 
helping its sales.

According to Trilliant Health, prescriptions of those medications quadrupled from late 2020 to 
2022, with 9 million prescriptions filled in the last three months of 2022.

Walmart previously recorded stronger grocery sales when high inflation was driving wealthier 
shoppers to its stores. In summer 2022, after inflation had topped out at 9.1%, the company 
said it saw more customers in higher income brackets shunning expensive grocery stores in 
favor of Walmart's lower prices.

Source: NBC News, October 5, 2023.

https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/ozempic-drug-users-are-buying-less-food-
walmart-says-rcna119000 

The community is invited to “Disability 101” with Doug Lawson, Director of Student Disability 
Services, on Friday, 10/13/2023, at 11:30am - 1:00pm in the Pedroso Center (B-159), at 
Northeastern Illinois University, 5500 N. St. Louis Ave. 

The community is invited to K(NO)W MORE's Domestic Violence Awareness Presentation at 
CCICS, on Friday, 10/13/2023, at 1:00pm - 3:00pm in the Carruthers Center for Inner City 
Studies at 700 E Oakwood Blvd

The segment "Walmart says users of weight loss drugs are buying less food" 
addresses one of the conflicts deriving from weight loss drugs.

https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/ozempic-drug-users-are-buying-
less-food-walmart-says-rcna119000 

https://youtu.be/AQJsPwb3sEU
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WZRD News 10/11/2023

Chicago Public Schools shows off training program for students with disabilities — and 
considers opening more

By Reema Amin
Sept 25, 2023, 5:20pm CDT

Chicago Public Schools officials are considering expanding the model at Southside 
Occupational Academy High School and a handful of other so-called specialty schools, which 
are meant to help students with more challenging disabilities transition into the real world, 
according to Chicago Public Schools CEO Pedro Martinez. 

If the district decides to grow the program, it would need to lobby the state for more funding, 
Martinez said.

The district has seven specialty schools that together enroll about 1,800 students with mild to 
moderate cognitive disabilities, said Sylvia Barragan, a spokesperson for Chicago Public 
Schools. Three schools are early childhood programs that serve younger students with 
disabilities. The remaining four — including Southside — are for older students and have a 
focus on vocational and life skills. 

Unlike traditional high schools, the district assigns students to these schools, Barragan said. 

Some students with disabilities who look for work after graduation may benefit more from going 
through a specialty program first, Martinez said. He believes the need is enough to warrant 
doubling the number of specialty schools. 

These programs have drawn some criticism for segregating students with disabilities, instead 
of allowing students to build skills next to peers who do not have a diagnosed disability. 

Southside Principal Joshua Long has said his school model allows students to have the 
specialized attention they need. 

At Southside, nearly 88% of students came from low-income families in 2022. Chicago Board 
of Education member Mary Fahey Hughes said the programs hone skills that these young 
adults may otherwise miss out on, potentially leaving them stuck at home without work. 

High school students can attend Vaughn Occupational High School and Northside Learning 
Center High School, both on the Northwest Side. Southside, in Englewood, and Ray Graham 
Training Center, in the South Loop, serve students who have met graduation requirements but 
still need “transition supports and services,” as determined by the team that creates their 
Individualized Education Program, according to the district. 

At these two schools, students are typically ages 18-22. 

At Southside, where 360 students enrolled in 2022, students learn about various potential jobs 
and responsibilities they will need in the real world. Most students are exposed to every class, 
and some do internships, such as with the Museum of Science and Industry, said teacher 
Kristen Dimas. 
Among the classrooms at Southside are the horticulture class, a mock grocery store, a 
broadcast studio with a green screen, a garage where students learn to wash cars, and a café 
— complete with a bakery display case.

There is the laundry room, where students learn how to wash clothes and learn a mental 
checklist on basic hygiene. 

In a supply room, a laminated document lists rules for folding a T-shirt.
The school works to help students understand the career options that are right for them and to 
reach those goals, Long said.

Source: Chalkbeat Chicago, September 25, 2023.

The segment "Chicago Public Schools shows off training program for 
students with disabilities — and considers opening more" reports on CPS 
addressing the lack of resources for students with disabilities.

https://chicago.chalkbeat.org/2023/9/25/23890046/chicago-public-schools-
specialty-programs-students-with-disabilities-job-training  

https://youtu.be/wm6OexDrVYg
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WZRD News 10/10/2023

Illinois Homeowner Assistance Fund Program Closing on Oct. 31
Homeowners struggling to stay current with housing payments due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
have until Oct. 31 to apply for free aid.

Two NEIU 10/11/2023 events

CHICAGO – The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA)’s Illinois Homeowner 
Assistance Fund (ILHAF) will no longer accept applications beginning at 11:59 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2023. ILHAF supports qualified homeowners with grants of up to $60,000 for 
past-due mortgage payments, property taxes, property insurance and homeowner and/or 
condo association fees. Any application submitted prior to closing will be reviewed to 
determine eligibility and a submitted application is not a guarantee of approval. Eligible Illinois 
homeowners can apply online at www.illinoishousinghelp.org.

“Any homeowner struggling to make their monthly payments due to lingering fallout from the 
pandemic should not hesitate and reach out to see if you are eligible for this free assistance,” 
said IHDA Executive Director Kristin Faust. “There is no guarantee of additional funding from 
Congress, so do not miss out on this opportunity and visit www.illinoishousinghelp.org today to 
see if IHDA or any other state of Illinois resources can help.”

Originally launched in April 2022, ILHAF has provided more than $246 million to help 13,730 
Illinois homeowners impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic avoid foreclosure and remain in 
their homes while they regained their financial footing. The average grant amount is $17,988 
per household and more than 69 percent of ILHAF funds have gone to socially disadvantaged 
areas throughout Illinois.

ILHAF was created to help homeowners avoid mortgage default and foreclosure after 
experiencing a financial hardship related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Payments are made 
directly to the mortgage servicer, taxing body or other eligible entity once a homeowner’s 
application has been approved. To qualify for ILHAF, Illinois homeowners must meet the 
following criteria:

Be past due on one or more of mortgage loan, property tax, property insurance and/or 
HOA/condo association fee payments.
Have a household income at or below 150 percent Area Median Income.
Own and occupy a home in Illinois as a primary residence.

Experienced a financial hardship after Jan. 21, 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
(including a hardship that began before Jan. 21, 2020 but continued after that date).

Proof of citizenship is not required to apply and receive ILHAF assistance. ILHAF assistance is 
not a public charge benefit.

IHDA has partnered with housing counseling agencies and community-based organizations 
across the state to assist households with assembling the required documents and completing 
their applications. This assistance is free and available in more than 37 languages, including 
American Sign Language. A list of these agencies offering assistance can be found online at 
www.illinoishousinghelp.org or by calling 866-454-3571.

Source: Illinois Housing Development Authority, September 1, 2023.

The Justice Studies Teach-In: Movement for Indigenous Peoples’ Day Chicago: Building 
Solidarity Across the Diaspora will take place on
10/11/2023 at 12:00pm - 1:30pm in the Pedroso Center (B-159) at Northeastern Illinois 
University, 5500 N St. Louis Ave.

The National Coming Out Day Queer Prom (Theme Costume Party) will happen on 10/11/2023 
at 5:00pm - 8:00pm in Alumni Hall at Northeastern Illinois University, 5500 N St. Louis Ave.

The segment "Illinois Homeowner Assistance Fund Program Closing on Oct. 
31
Homeowners struggling to stay current with housing payments due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic have until Oct. 31 to apply for free aid." reports on aid to 
help resolve the conflict between homeowners and mortgage payments. https://youtu.be/gaf7Vhf8qUE
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Grant program for Black women entrepreneurs blocked by federal appeals court

BY ALEXANDRA OLSON
Updated 6:37 PM CDT, October 1, 2023
Share

NEW YORK (AP) — A grant program for businesses run by Black women was temporarily 
blocked by a federal appeals court in a case epitomizing the escalating battle over corporate 
diversity policies.

The 2-1 decision by the Atlanta-based 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals temporarily prevents 
the Fearless Fund from running the Strivers Grant Contest, which awards $20,000 to 
businesses that are at least 51% owned by Black women, among other requirements.

The Atlanta-based Fearless Fund said it would comply with the order but remained confident of 
ultimately prevailing in the lawsuit. 

The case was brought by the American Alliance for Equal Rights, a group run by conservative 
activist Edward Blum, who argues that the fund violates a section of the Civil Rights Act of 
1866, which prohibits racial discrimination in contracts. 

The order reversed a ruling by U.S. District Judge Thomas W. Thrash which denied the 
American Alliance’s request to halt the program. The majority on the three-judge panel wrote 
that the Fearless Fund’s program is “racially exclusionary” and that Blum’s group is likely to 
prevail.

In his dissent, Judge Charles R. Wilson said it was a “perversion of Congressional intent” to 
use the 1866 act against the Fearless Fund’s program, given that the Reconstruction-era law 
was intended to protect Black people from economic exclusion. Wilson said the lawsuit was 
unlikely to succeed.

The case has become a test case as the battle over racial considerations shifts to the 
workplace following the U.S. Supreme Court’s June 2023 ruling ending affirmative action in 
college admissions.

The grant contest is among several programs run by the Fearless Fund, which was 
established to bridge the gap in funding access for Black female entrepreneurs, who receive 
less than 1% of venture capital funding. To be eligible for the grants, a business must be at 
least 51% owned by a Black woman, among other qualifications.

The Fearless Fund has enlisted prominent civil rights lawyers, including Ben Crump, to defend 
against the lawsuit. The attorneys have argued that the grants are not contracts, but donations 
protected by the First Amendment.

In its majority opinion, the appellate panel disagreed, writing that the First Amendment “does 
not give the defendants the right to exclude persons from a contractual regime based on their 
race.

Source: Associated Press, October 1, 2023.

The segment "A grant program for businesses run by Black women was 
temporarily blocked by a federal appeals court in a case epitomizing the 
escalating battle over corporate diversity policies." reports on the conflict 
between corporations and diversity.

https://apnews.com/article/black-women-businesses-federal-court-
ae4ed6a9b298d7e00ff9e4c16324a32b 

https://youtu.be/0xFKXQ9lnNs
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NEIU Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion events and Sandra Cisneros book reading

Happening at Northeastern Illinois university (NEIU), 5500 N St. Louis Ave is:

Barbershop Talks - Honest Student Conversations in Community

On Wednesday, 10/4/2023 (and every following Wednesday): 4:30pm - 6:30pm in the Pedroso 
Center (B-159). Dinner provided. 

 K(NO)W MORE Presents “How to Date: Relationship Tips Everyone Should Follow”

On Wednesday, 10/4/2023 (and every following Wednesday):  3:00pm - 4:00pm in the 
Pedroso Center (B-159)

 "New Suns" Documentary Screening and Discussion: Building a Campus to Challenge Mass 
Incarceration

On Wednesday, 10/4/2023: 4:30pm - 6:00pm in the Pedroso Center (B-159)
Refreshments provided.

Sandra Cisneros, poet, short story writer, novelist, essayist, performer, and artist, will visit 
Disney II Magnet High School, 3800 N Lawndale Avenue, on Tuesday, October 10, 2023.

3:00-3:45 PM is the student-only event with a bilingual book reading and bilingual Q & A.

The book signing and meet & greet will happen from 5:00-5:45 PM,  for the Open Community 
Event. 

Please enter at Byron and Ridgeway. First come, first served 

For the safety of the students, please line up after 4 PM. 

The segment "NEIU Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion events and 
Sandra Cisneros book reading" addresses resolving conflicts deriving from 
lack of diversity and inclusion. https://youtu.be/a7HtlA8yyEI
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Robocalls Mislead on Welcoming City Amendment

Anonymous robocalls poll recipients’ support for Ald. Ray Lopez’s (15th) proposed amendment 
to the Welcoming City Ordinance, but understate the scope of Lopez’s proposal

by Wendy Wei
September 22, 2023

An unknown number of Chicago residents received anonymous robocalls that claimed to be 
polling support for a proposed amendment to the Welcoming City Ordinance that could allow 
Chicago police to cooperate with federal immigration authorities. The robocalls contained 
misleading statements about the content of the amendment, proposed by 15th Ward Alderman 
Raymond Lopez, who denies having sent the call. 

The pre-recorded messages claim that the amendment’s goal is to “allow the police to 
cooperate with federal officials so that criminal [immigrants] can be picked up by the 
government and deported after they complete their jail time in Chicago.” The call ends by 
asking recipients to demonstrate their support for the proposal by pressing one, or to “press 
two if you do not support it.” 

The Office of Alderman Raymond Lopez stated that their office has also received the robocall.

The federal Telephone Consumer Protection Act prohibits robocalls or prerecorded voices to 
mobile phones unless the recipient has provided prior express written or oral consent, though 
calls to landlines are allowed without prior consent.

Sarah Bates, who is a resident of Rogers Park, says she received the robocall at 6:29pm on 
September 12—on her cell phone—from a (708) 740-7002 number. Bates stated that she has 
never lived in Lopez’s ward and is not subscribed to his newsletter, and is unclear on how a 
caller seeking her opinion on Lopez’s proposal got her number. 

The calls that residents have received do not explicitly identify the caller or provide a contact 
phone number. Calls made back to the caller number do not go through. The Federal 
Communications Commission’s TCPA rules requires “all prerecorded calls, including market 
research or polling calls, to identify the caller at the beginning of the message and include a 
contact phone number.” 

Lopez has stated that he intended to introduce the amendment to the City Council during the 
City Council Meeting on September 13th, but did not end up doing so. 

Lopez told ABC 7 News that his proposal would allow the city to work with ICE if “new arrivals 
engage in four areas of specific criminality, which include gang-related activity, drug-related 
activity, prostitution-related activity and sex crimes against minors.”

Fred Tsao, senior policy counsel at Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (ICIRR), 
said, “Lopez’s proposal covers people who have been arrested and charged with certain 
offenses without even requiring a conviction beyond reasonable doubt. [It would apply] to 
anyone in this city who is not yet a citizen.”

Under the Welcoming City Ordinance, Chicago’s agents and agencies, including the police, 
cannot work with nor share information with federal immigration authorities. City agents and 
agencies can not grant ICE agents access to a person who has been detained. 

Xanat Sobrevilla, who leads Organized Communities Against Deportations (OCAD), said, “The 
Illinois TRUST Act limits state and local law enforcement’s participation in federal immigration 
enforcement. 

Chicagoans who have received this robocall or other unwanted calls can file complaints with 
the FCC by going to fcc.gov/complaints. 

Source: South Side Weekly, September 22, 2023.
The segment "Robocalls Mislead on Welcoming City Amendment" is relevant 
to the Issue "Migrant crisis in Chicago."

https://southsideweekly.com/robocalls-mislead-on-welcoming-city-amendment

https://youtu.be/EcSwrS3tZlU
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As SAFE-T Act goes live, murder suspects previously eligible to post bond are held in jail

Tuesday, September 19, 2023

Hearings have been longer, more deliberative – resembling federal detention proceedings

By BETH HUNDSDORFER
& HANNAH MEISEL

In courtrooms around Illinois after September 18, 2023, judges conducted the first hearings 
under a new system that determines whether a defendant will be jailed while awaiting trial 
based on dangerousness and risk of fleeing prosecution, rather than their ability to post bail.

The abolition of cash bail was included in the SAFE-T Act criminal justice reform of 2021 and 
originally slated to take effect Jan. 1, though court challenges delayed its implementation.

In St. Clair County Circuit Court, where nearly 2,000 felony cases and more than 3,400 
misdemeanors are filed annually, at least one person was released from jail to await trial on 
the second day the SAFE-T Act’s bail reform provisions were in effect.

The new law entitled defendants held in lieu of bail prior to the September 18, 2023 effective 
date to petition to have their cases moved to the new system.

The hearings resembled detention hearings held in federal court – which has not used cash 
bail as a detention method since 1984 – with testimony focusing on whether the person is a 
flight risk or a danger to the public or a specific person.

Bond hearings have historically been quick affairs, often with no defense attorneys present for 
indigent defendants who would not get assigned a public defender until later in their case.

But detention hearings in Kane County on the Monday afternoon of September 18, 2023, took 
about 15 minutes each. Both the state’s attorney and the public defender assigned to handle 
the week’s hearings laid out their cases for whether the defendant should continue to be held 
in Kane County Jail or released.

All parties and the judge also had access to the defendants’ criminal history, a practice that is 
not new in either Kane or St. Clair county courts, but is a novel development in many counties 
that have been working with the Office of Statewide Pretrial Services, which has been staffing 
up to compile those reports for the better part of a year.

Two murder suspects in St. Clair County were found ineligible for release and held until trial. 
Judge John O’Gara told the defendants that they had the right to appeal his decisions and, if 
they could not afford an attorney, a public defender would be appointed for them.

St. Clair County Public Defender Cathy MacElroy filed motions for detention hearings under 
the SAFE-T Act for all the clients she represents who were jailed in lieu of bail prior to Monday. 
She anticipates there will be hundreds of hearings in the coming month.

“It’s day one and I can already see that I will need more help,” MacElroy said.

In addition to the detention hearings, defendants that are detained must be tried within 90 days 
– 30 days shorter than the previous 120-day speedy trial requirement. Extensions requested 
by the defense do not count against that timeframe.

St. Clair County Chief Judge Andrew Gleeson said that he expects more hearings and that he 
set aside a courtroom for those hearings and reassigned a judge from traffic and misdemeanor 
court to preside over detention hearings.

The SAFE-T Act was a response to the cash bail system, which the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights found disproportionately impacts minorities.

The random alcohol testing order is an example of a condition Kane County Chief Judge Clint 
Hull said he expected to see less frequently under the SAFE-T Act, given the law’s mandate 
that defendants be placed under the least-restrictive conditions necessary while still ensuring 
they show up to court.

While Hull said he’s heard concerns from law enforcement predicting fewer opportunities to 
reach those who may need drug or alcohol treatment, he said he understands one of the 
SAFE-T Act’s many goals is to limit judges giving “conditions just for conditions’ sake.”

“This is the biggest criminal justice change since the code was written in 1963, so there's a lot 
of things that we don't know,” Hull said.

A misdemeanor domestic battery charge — one of the so-called “detainable offenses” laid out 
under the new law, is the type of case Hull predicted would be the most common to appear in 
detention hearings.

Source: Capitol News Illinois, September 19, 2023.

The segment "As SAFE-T Act goes live, murder suspects previously eligible 
to post bond are held in jail" illustrates the conflict deriving from 
misconceptions about the SAFE-T Act's ramifications.

https://capitolnewsillinois.com/NEWS/as-safe-t-act-goes-live-murder-suspects-
previously-eligible-to-post-bond-are-held-in-jail

https://youtu.be/vMW1bZavxEE
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Newest migrant arrivals, others excluded from speed up of work authorization

Lecture: Dr. Juan Dalmau, Secretary General, Puerto Rican Independence Party, on The 
Struggle for Puerto Rico’s Independence: Past, Present, and Future

By  Michael Loria  Updated Sept 25, 2023, 8:55pm CDT

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s announcement about the extension and 
redesignation of Venezuela for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for 18 months, due to 
extraordinary and temporary conditions in Venezuela that prevent individuals from safely 
returning, will affect potentially hundreds of thousands of migrants around the country, 
protecting them from deportation and accelerating their work authorizations.

Though that includes a majority of the 15,000 migrants who have arrived in Chicago, 
thousands are still excluded.

The expansion of Temporary Protected Status, extended to Venezuelans arriving on or before 
July 31, 2023.

Almost a quarter of all arrivals came after Aug. 2, 2023, according to data from the city’s Office 
of Emergency Management and Communications; and many of those here were not 
Venezuelan, including a quarter of the 8,300 in city shelters.

Roughly 40% of all arrivals would not get any relief from the new TPS, leaving them in the care 
of the city, which pushed for the expanded special status because it would allow people to 
become independent.

The city has projected that without that change, it would have to spend hundreds of millions to 
care for recent arrivals ineligible to work. Those expenses include a $29.3 million contract with 
GardaWorld to help set up the “winterized base camps” Mayor Brandon Johnson proposed to 
house the migrants. But GardaWorld has been cited for the mistreatment of migrants, including 
children, in Texas and in Canada.

The pace of arrivals is only growing. Over the weekend, 12 more busloads arrived, more than 
in any two-day period since the crisis began in August 2022.In August, there were almost 
233,000 encounters at the Southwest border. Between October 2022 and August, there were 
more than a million encounters with non-Venezuelans.

From 2013 through 2019, nearly two-thirds of all economic activity in Venezuela disappeared, 
according to an estimate from the International Monetary Fund. By comparison, during the 
Great Depression in the U.S., the economy shrunk less than a third.

“That’s not right. The 31st of July — why that day?” said Marioxi Leon, who was an elementary 
school teacher in Venezuela, seated outside a police station with her three daughters and their 
dog, Cookie. “I need work, too. to help take care of these four.”

Source: Chicago Sun-Times, September 25, 2023 and the Department of Homeland Security, 
September 21, 2023.

The segment "Newest migrant arrivals, others excluded from speed up of 
work authorization" is relevant to the Issue "Migrant crisis in Chicago."

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2023/9/25/23889339/migrant-crisis-chicago-work-
permits-venezuela-latin-central-south-america-exclusions 

https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/09/20/secretary-mayorkas-announces-
extension-and-redesignation-venezuela-temporary 

https://youtu.be/cCYRpWi7aVk
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Women Make Movies Presents “A Woman on the Outside” Panel Discussion, Caring 
Collaborations: What Social Workers Can Learn from Families Impacted by Incarceration

The team behind the award-winning documentary A Woman on the Outside invites you to the 
panel discussion: Caring Collaborations: What Social Workers Can Learn from Families 
Impacted by Incarceration, on Wednesday September 27, 2023, 6-7:30 pm CST.

Moderated by author and journalist Roxanna Asgarian and featuring film participant Kristal 
Bush, this dialogue between justice-impacted families and social workers aims to advance 
holistic engagement and preserve crucial kinship networks. The panel discussion will be 
followed by a Q&A.

Panelists include Moderator Roxanna Asgarian, independent journalist & author of “We Were 
Once a Family: Love, Death, and Child Removal in America”

Panelist & Film Participant Kristal Bush, former social worker, criminal justice system reform 
advocate and community activist

Panelist Darlene Burke, Founder & Executive Director of Ten Toes In

Panelist Xochitl Guerrero, LCSW and PhD Candidate & Adjunct Instructor, University of Illinois 
Jane Addams College Social Work, and the Prison+Neighborhood Arts/Education Project

Panelist Angela Tucker, author, consultant, and founder of The Adopted Life

Special guests include Director/Producer Zara Katz, Director/Producer Lisa Riordan Seville, 
and Producer/Writer Kiara C. Jones.

Film Synopsis:
After watching nearly every man in her life disappear to prison, Kristal Bush channels that 
struggle into keeping families connected, both as a social worker and through her van service 
that transports riders–mostly women–to visit loved ones in faraway prisons. 

But when her father and brother come home after decades behind bars, Kristal confronts the 
challenge of rebuilding her family and making a home for her nephew, Nyvae. 

Interweaving intimate vérité with Kristal’s own archive, A Woman on the Outside is a tender 
portrait of a family striving to love in the face of a system built to break them.

The film premiered at the 2022 SXSW Film Festival and was honored at the American Black 
Film Festival, Mammoth Lakes Film Festival, and the Woods Hole Film Festival, among others.

Hosted by: Women Make Movies

For the Zoom event registration link, the Film Trailer Link, and 
Film Social Media, please contact Xochitl Guerrero at yadame1@uic.edu. That is, 
yadame1@uic.edu.

The segment "Women Make Movies Presents “A Woman on the Outside” 
Panel Discussion, Caring Collaborations: What Social Workers Can Learn 
from Families Impacted by Incarceration" addresses the conflicts deriving 
from the isolation of inmates from their families. https://youtu.be/gDQO8Qsi9nU
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Illinois Discontinues Statewide Testing of Freshwater Fish for Organochlorine Pesticides
Low levels of pesticides in state fish population demonstrate effectiveness of environmental 
regulations

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), in conjunction with the 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and the Illinois Department of Agriculture, has 
announced the discontinuation of statewide testing for organochlorine pesticides, such as 
DDT, in fish from Illinois lakes and rivers.

Organochlorine pesticides, including DDT and other similar chemicals, have been banned for 
decades, but the state had tested for them since 1974 because they are “environmentally 
persistent” and can build up in the tissue of fish and other animals. 

But the levels of these pesticides found through that testing has diminished to near zero over 
the past nearly 50 years, allowing the state to discontinue testing for those chemicals.

Testing for other contaminants in fish, including methylmercury and polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), will not be affected by these changes.
Illinois EPA Director John J. Kim said. “Data clearly shows that these organochlorine 
pesticides are no longer prevalent in our waters or the fish that live in those waters, which is a 
testament to the achievements made through the Clean Water Act.”

In the early 1970s, the state implemented the Illinois Fish Contaminant Monitoring Program, a 
protocol of testing fish from the state’s lakes, rivers, and streams. 

Lake Michigan is sampled annually, with samples drawn from rivers and large streams every 
five years, along with periodic testing of other public lakes. 

The testing measures whether fish samples contain pesticides, metals, or other dangerous 
chemicals at a level that would render them unsafe to eat.

In its early days, testing from state waterways indicated concerning levels of DDT, chlordane, 
and dieldrin in bottom feeding fish such as carp and catfish. Levels of chlordane were detected 
at rates making the fish unsafe to eat until the mid-1970s; DDT was found at unsafe levels until 
the early 1980s. 

Dieldrin, another organochlorine pesticide, was detected in levels deemed to be unsafe to eat 
as recently as the early 1990s. Since then, however, the pesticides are no longer found in 
unsafe amounts. 

With those chemicals no longer in use, continuation of the testing program for those pesticides 
is no longer necessary, saving both time and money.

Fish consumption advisories are issued annually by IDPH when certain chemicals are found in 
fish at levels that make it advisable to limit consumption of those fish. Advisories and 
associated resources can be found at the IDPH Fish Advisories website.

Source: State of Illinois, September 18, 2023.

The segment "Illinois Discontinues Statewide Testing of Freshwater Fish for 
Organochlorine Pesticides
Low levels of pesticides in state fish population demonstrate effectiveness of 
environmental regulations" reports on resolving the conflict between 
organochlorine pesticides and Illinois lakes and rivers. https://youtu.be/d_a6Pb9oNaY
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US suicide deaths reached record high in 2022, CDC data shows

By Kanishka Singh

August 10, 20238:04 PM CDTUpdated a month ago

WASHINGTON, Aug 10 (Reuters) - The number of people who died by suicide in the U.S. hit 
an estimated record 49,000 in 2022, a 2.6% increase over the prior year, government data 
showed on August 10, 2023.

Over half of all U.S. suicides in 2022 involved firearms, according to figures from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

"Nine in 10 Americans believe America is facing a mental health crisis. The new suicide death 
data reported by CDC illustrates why," U.S. Health Secretary Xavier Becerra said in a 
statement.

He added that many people still believe that asking for help is a sign of weakness.

The suicide rate in 2022 — 14.9 deaths for every 100,000 people — is 5% higher than the 
previous record high of 14.2 deaths for every 100,000 people from 2018.

Suicide deaths rose from 48,183 in 2021 to an estimated 49,449 deaths in 2022, CDC said.

Reporting by Kanishka Singh in Washington; Editing by Cynthia Osterman

Source: Reuters, August 10, 2023.
The segment "US suicide deaths reached record high in 2022, CDC data 
shows" is relevant to the conflicts deriving from suicide.

www.reuters.com/world/us/us-suicide-deaths-reached-record-high-2022-cdc-
data-shows-2023-08-11

https://youtu.be/nIXYp5TYEck
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Illinois Families for Public Schools: Vouchers—An Attack on Public Schools!

Legislators will head back to Springfield on October 24th, 2023, for Veto Session, and they 
must make a decision about the future of the State of Illinois voucher program before the end 
of the 2023 calendar year.

Public school supporters around the state are working to make the public case that Illinois’ 
Invest in Kids voucher program funds discrimination, hurts children, violates the Establishment 
Clause and will crush our state’s ability to ever adequately fund our public school system if 
kept as public policy.  

People who have been talking to their state reps and senators report that many legislators 
think it is ok to continue using public dollars to pay for kids to attend private schools—schools 
that teach creationist science and 'Lost Cause' Civil War history; force students to work off 
their tuition costs; and discriminate massively against nearly every protected class of student, 
staff and families. 

These legislators are seemingly more concerned about subsidizing wealthy donors' financial 
support for private schools’ bottom lines than the short-term finances and long-term survival of 
the bedrock of democracy in Illinois: our public schools.

For more information, please reach out to the Illinois Families for Public Schools at info@ilfps.
org

Source: Illinois Families for Public Schools, September 12, 2023.

The segment "Illinois Families for Public Schools: Vouchers—An Attack on 
Public Schools!" reflects the conflict between public schools and charter 
schools. https://youtu.be/RN9HERtDCkk
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States are weakening their child labor restrictions nearly 8 decades after the US government 
took kids out of the workforce

Published: June 26, 2023 8.22am EDT
AuthorsJohn A. Fliter Associate Professor of Political Science, Kansas State University

Betsy Wood Assistant Professor of American History, Bard Colle

A movement to weaken American child labor protections at the state level began in 2022. By 
June 2023, Arkansas, Iowa, New Jersey and New Hampshire had enacted this kind of 
legislation, and lawmakers in at least another eight states had introduced similar measures.

The laws generally make it easier for kids from 14 to 17 years old to work longer and later – 
and in occupations that were previously off-limits for minors.

Scholars of child labor find the arguments politicians are using today to justify undoing child 
labor protections echo older justifications made decades ago.

Many conservatives and business leaders have long argued that federal child labor rules are 
not necessary. Some object to the government determining who cannot work. Cultural 
conservatives say working has moral value for young people and that parents should make 
decisions for their children. Many conservatives say that teens could help fill empty jobs in tight 
labor markets.

Opponents of child labor observe that when kids under 18 work long hours or do strenuous 
jobs, it can disrupt childhood development, interfere with their schooling, and deprive them of 
the sleep they need. Expanding child labor can encourage kids to drop out of school and 
jeopardize young people’s health through injuries and work-related illnesses.

Child labor protections, such as making many kinds of employment for children under 14 illegal 
and restricting the hours that teens under 18 can spend working, are guaranteed by the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938. U.S. law also does not treat 16- and 17-year-olds as adults. The 
federal government deems many occupations to be too hazardous for anyone under 18.

Until that law took effect, the lack of a federal standard always obstructed progress in the 
states toward keeping kids in school and out of mines, factories and other sometimes 
hazardous workplaces.

Both federal and state laws govern the employment of minors, and all states have compulsory 
school attendance laws. Federal laws set a floor of regulations in youth employment that cover 
maximum hours, minimum ages, wages, and protections from hazardous jobs.

If states pass tougher laws, the stricter standards govern workplace practices. School 
attendance requirements vary by state, but once someone turns 18, they are no longer 
covered by the Fair Labor Standards Act’s restrictions.

Federal law does not require minors to obtain work permits or employment certificates, but 
most states mandate such documentation.
With the exception of New Jersey, these efforts to weaken child labor laws are being led by 
Republicans.

Democrats in Colorado introduced a bill that would allow injured children to sue employers for 
child labor violations. Gov. Jared Polis signed it into law on June 7, 2023.

Having child labor laws on the books at both the federal and state levels is only half the battle. 
Enforcement is another matter. Many violations in recent years have involved children who 
immigrated to the United States without their parents, only to wind up working long hours, 
sometimes in dangerous jobs, at young ages.

Source: The Conversation, June 26, 2023.

The segment "States are weakening their child labor restrictions nearly 8 
decades after the US government took kids out of the workforce" reports on 
the conflict between federal child labor laws and states.

https://theconversation.com/states-are-weakening-their-child-labor-restrictions-
nearly-8-decades-after-the-us-government-took-kids-out-of-the-workforce-
205175 

https://youtu.be/eoSLMmYc_ZQ
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Evergreen Park residents baffled by bug infestation

BY MARYBEL GONZALEZ
SEPTEMBER 11, 2023 / 10:15 PM / CBS CHICAGO

EVERGREEN PARK, Ill. (CBS) – A mysterious swarm of insects was bugging Chicago area 
residents over the September 9th and 10th weekend.
Dozens of the residents took to social media to ask neighbors what they were.
"I was surprised to see that they were kind of everywhere," said resident Lee Harwig.
In Evergreen Park, social media groups were filled with pictures of tiny, black, and winged 
insects swarming pools and pillows. Piles of them were on the street.

Harwig said, "As soon as I looked out the backdoor, that's all I could see back here."
Harwig was one of the residents bugged by the infestation. It was her dogs who first altered 
her to the swarms.

"When I Iet them back in, I noticed there were bugs on both of them," she said. "So I grabbed 
paper towels and started smooshing them."
Her pool was clear on Monday, but some of the bugs were still floating on the edges.

CBS 2 took some photos to University of Illinois entomologist Chris Dietrich.
"I can't see quite enough detail from these photos to tell for sure what they are," said Dietrich.
But he did have some theories based on the time of year.

"There are soybean aphids that migrate out of the soybean field," Dietrich said. "They're 
wingless so they don't fly, but towards the end of the season, they develop a wing form."
But they could also be gnats. There are different types that live in the Chicago area.
"They can be quite abundant at different times of year," Dietrich said.
The other possibility? Ants.

"There are lots of different bugs out there, and they aren't easy to predict," he said. "Especially 
when you have swings in the weather like we've had."
The good news is while they might be annoying, they are pretty harmless and probably will not 
be buzzing round too much longer.
"It's really something we just have to deal with," said Dietrich. "Fortunately, these kinds of 
swarms only last for a few days.

Source: CBS2 News Chicago, September 11, 2023.
The segment "Evergreen Park residents baffled by bug infestation" is 
relevant to conflicts between people and insects.

www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/evergreen-park-bug-infestation

https://youtu.be/DU-5EXu4LdA
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What the Fight Against Classroom Censorship is Really About

Leah Watson,

Senior Staff Attorney,

ACLU's Racial Justice Program

September 7, 2023

The ACLU is leading the fight to end classroom censorship and protect the right to learn by 
filing the first case in the country to challenge a law that censored instruction about systemic 
sexism and racism in Oklahoma, surviving a motion to dismiss in New Hampshire, and 
obtaining an injunction to block the State of Florida from enforcing the higher education 
provisions of the Stop W.O.K.E. Act.

Efforts to silence discussions about race also invalidate the lived experiences of Black, 
Indigenous, (and) People of Color BIPOC students. Leah Watson, former high school teacher 
and ACLU lawyer, said, “Instruction about racism and sexism…equips students to process the 
world around them and to live in a multicultural society.”

The push for classroom censorship ignited as backlash to progress towards racial justice 
following the protests in 2020 sparked by the murder of George Floyd. To curtail efforts to 
expand instruction and materials about racial justice and our discriminatory history, 45 states 
introduced bills to limit instruction about racism and sexism. These bills passed in 17 states. By 
January 2022, 35 percent of all primary and secondary (K-12) students, or 17.7 million 
students, attended school in districts that experienced some form of a local campaign to end 
“critical race theory” in classrooms. 

To date, almost 700 efforts to exclude “critical race theory” have been identified at the local, 
state, and federal levels. In 2022, nearly 40 percent of classroom censorship bills targeted 
higher education.

In a 2022 study, 87 percent of parents agreed that “lessons about the history of racism prepare 
children to build a better future for everyone as opposed to feeling that lessons about racism 
are harmful to children.” Another study from 2021 found that more than 70 percent of 
Americans agreed that high schools should teach the impacts of slavery (78 percent) and 
racism (73 percent).

All forms of race-conscious instruction have been erased from classrooms, despite their 
documented benefits for students. This includes instruction about racism and discrimination 
(distinct from critical race theory) and culturally-relevant teaching techniques designed to build 
upon students’ lived experiences. 

Educators report that they have restricted classroom discussions, curriculum, or content as a 
result of the laws, despite a desire from students to learn about censored topics. They 
described a culture of fear and intimidation in schools, marked by constant surveillance, 
scrutiny and second-guessing.

In accordance with Florida’s Stop W.O.K.E. Act, which prohibits instruction on systemic racism 
and sexism, the Florida State Board of Education introduced African-American history 
standards that rewrite and whitewash history. 

These standards require teachers to instruct students that enslaved people developed skills 
that could be used for their personal benefit, blame enslaved people for violence during 
massacres, and misrepresent the role of the Founding Fathers in perpetuating slavery.

Judge Mark Walker, who heard the case in the Northern District of Florida, described the Stop 
W.O.K.E. Act as “positively dystopian” because it limits instruction to the viewpoints approved 
by the State, regardless of truth.

Source: ACLU, September 7, 2023.
The segment "What the Fight Against Classroom Censorship is Really About" 
reports on the conflicts deriving from classroom censorship.

www.aclu.org/news/free-speech/what-the-fight-against-classroom-censorship-is-
really-about

https://youtu.be/vcmXTsu6nzM
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Gift cards are convenient, and you don’t have to worry about the size. However, they are a 
perfect fit for scammers.

According to a Better Business Bureau BBB study, payment by gift card is a common thread 
among many scams, including government impersonators, business email compromise frauds, 
tech support frauds, romance scams, fake check scams, prize, and sweepstakes scams.

If you are asked to make payment via gift card for whatever reason, you almost certainly are 
dealing with a scam.

Gift cards do not carry the same protections as credit or debit cards, so funds spent on gift 
cards are funds you cannot get back.

There are red flags that signal a scam. Government agencies do not demand payment by gift 
card.

When challenged, the scammer will claim that paying by gift card is the safest choice.

Source: WBBM NEWSRADIO 780 AM & 105.9 FM, September 9, 2023.

The segment "Gift cards are convenient, and you don’t have to worry about 
the size. However, they are a perfect fit for scammers." reports on the issues 
and conflicts deriving from gift card scams.

www.audacy.com/wbbm780/news/local/tip-off-to-the-rip-off-how-gift-cards-are-
used-to-scam

https://youtu.be/6LtGli2ZDTU
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Angel Shots: Protecting Customers from Sexual Assault

When someone orders an "Angel Shot," though it sounds like a drink order, angel shots are 
not drinks at all – they are a discreet cry for help.

These orders are usually requested in the presence of someone else who puts the customer in 
a dangerous position or makes the customer feel uncomfortable.

Customers can get help who are at risk of:
Trafficking
Sexual assault
Abduction
Physical assault
Or any other possible threats

Regardless of age, race, gender, intoxication level, or any other factors, an angel shot 
indicates that the customer feels unsafe and needs help removing themselves from the 
situation.

Things do not need to seem escalated or heated for an angel shot to be ordered. It is the 
bartender's responsibility to take the words "angel shot" seriously, regardless of how the 
situation seems.

If you are wondering whether or not to order an angel shot and if someone makes you feel 
unsafe in any way, you should put your safety first and ask for help. 

Depending on the type of assistance needed, some people who order an angel shot may use 
various additional terms to indicate what they need from the bartender.

Here are the other terms people may use and what they may mean:

Straight Up or Neat – The customer is requesting an escort to their car

On Ice or On the Rocks – The customer is asking the bartender to arrange for a taxi or 
rideshare vehicle discreetly

With a Twist/Lemon/Lime – The customer believes they are in immediate danger and requests 
that the police be called

When a customer orders an angel shot, it is the responsibility of the bartender to believe they 
are in an unsafe situation. Some customers may be smiling and seem in good humor or even 
appear to be joking to make the situation seem normal and not alarm the potential threat. If 
someone orders an angel shot, bartenders should take immediate action and may do any of 
the following:

Alert the authorities
Order a ride for the requestor
Distract the person or group of people away from the ordering customer
Escort the customer to their vehicle

If a customer orders an angel shot without further directions, you need to choose how to 
handle the situation. You can ask the customer how they like their shot. They may reply "with 
lime" or another variation. This indicates the level of help they need.

Most bartenders will serve a customer a shot glass or drink with water, juice, or soda while 
waiting on authorities to arrive or until they have a chance to escort someone to their ride. This 
makes the appearance that the person ordered a drink and will not alert the potential abuser to 
take action and remove them from the situation.

Some customers may understand the concept of an angel shot without knowing or 
remembering how to request their specific needs in the order. It is best to smile and appear to 
accept the order. Look for a way to get the person alone to ask them what they need. If you 
cannot find a way to speak to the person, alert the authorities.

As a bartender, the safety of a customer comes above everything else. Taking the appropriate 
action when someone uses the term "angel shot" could save their life.

Source: GetTips.com
The segment "Angel Shots: Protecting Customers from Sexual Assault" 
reports on addressing the conflicts between bar customers and their abusers.

www.gettips.com/blog/angel-shots

https://youtu.be/B1kNUq3c3qw
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9 free things you can get with a Chicago Public Library card
A library card can get you much more than just books.

Jeffrey Mai

Thursday August 3 2023

We all know a Chicago Public Library card gets you an endless supply of books (and the 
occasional movie). But the perks do not stop there. Cardholders can save hundreds, and even 
thousands, of dollars by taking advantage of programs and services offered to all. 

Digital museum passes

Chicago has a wealth of world-class museums, and you can explore many of them for free with 
a library card. You can now reserve a pass for a specific date online. Attractions include the Art 
Institute of Chicago, Chicago Botanic Garden, Chicago History Museum, Field Museum, 
Museum of Science and Industry and Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago. Most offers also 
do not require a child to be in the group.

eBooks, audiobooks and digital magazines

A library card not only provides you with paperback books to read, but access to a large 
selection of ebooks, audiobooks, digital comics, movies, music, and magazines through 
hoopla, OverDrive and Flipster. The services can be used on a variety of devices.

YOUmedia Chicago
This youth learning space that focuses on digital media and the maker movement is available 
at 29 different Chicago Public Library locations. Teens can hang out and create music, video, 
photos, 2D and 3D projects and more using laptops, cameras and other tech. 
It is a dynamic environment designed to help students develop their skills in STEM, with 
guidance from mentors.

CDs and vinyl
In addition to movies, you can check out CDs and even vinyl to spin on your turntable.

Maker Lab
Located on the third floor of Harold Washington Library Center, Maker Lab is a public space 
that offers introductory workshops and an open shop for personal projects. You can use 
equipment like sewing and knitting machines, 3D printers and laser cutters, as well as design 
software.

Digital newspaper archives
With a library card, you can access the full texts of all articles from Chicago Tribune and 
Chicago Sun-Times, with archives that span back decades. You can also read stories from the 
New York Times and Wall Street Journal.

Music practice rooms
For musicians, the eighth floor of the Harold Washington Library Center has a chamber 
rehearsal room, which contains a baby grand piano and can accommodate three-to-ten 
people. There are also six practice rooms equipped with upright pianos that fit up to three 
people. All rooms can be reserved online.

Printing
Upload or email your documents and have them printed at a local library. It is 15 cents per 
page for a single-sided print, and 25 cents per page for a double-sided print, but the first $1.50 
in printing is free.

Wi-Fi hotspot
Enjoy free internet on the go by checking out a Wi-Fi hotspot from select libraries. 

Source: Timeout Chicago, August 3, 2023.

The segment "9 free things you can get with a Chicago Public Library card
A library card can get you much more than just books." addressed resolving 
conflicts from the expense of resources.

www.timeout.com/chicago/attractions/9-free-things-you-can-get-with-a-chicago-
public-library-card

https://youtu.be/zDDNhhGTsS0
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Civic Reporting Fellowship

If you are a strong writer and chronically inquisitive person who wants a hands-on learning 
experience in community-engaged, civic journalism, the Civic Reporting Fellowship opportunity 
is for you. 

City Bureau Civic Reporting Fellows typically have a demonstrated interest in journalism and 
civic issues (i.e. community organizing, civic engagement, policy, etc.) through personal 
projects, previous training/school, internships, etc. No professional experience is required.

Journalists specializing in any medium may apply to be Reporting Fellows, but please note that 
the program focuses on growing fellow’s reporting tools, writing and engagement skills.

Special consideration will be given to applicants who have worked closely with South and West 
Side communities. Applicants must be living in or around Chicago to participate. 

Due to the demands of the fellowship, we do not recommend full-time students apply for this 
position. On rare occasions we make exceptions for students who can demonstrate their ability 
to manage multiple time obligations well.

Reporters will commit to 15 hours of work per week for 16 weeks and will be paid a $6,000 
stipend in 2-week increments. The weekly time requirements include:

Mondays, 6 to 8 p.m. — Virtual learning session

Wednesdays, 6 to 9 p.m. — In-person workshop sessions at City Bureau’s Bronzeville office, 
dinner included

Weekly two-hour meeting with your team  — Time and location to be determined by your team

Eight additional hours per week (flexible based on your own schedule) of 
reporting/research/writing/editing and communicating with your reporting team

Fellows can miss up to four required sessions during their 16 weeks, however, they will be 
asked to make up their time commitment during adjacent weeks.

For any questions regarding the expectations or your application, please email 
fellowship@citybureau.org.

The segment "Civic Reporting Fellowship" is an opportunity for journalistic 
instruction and experience, receive a stipend, while not incurring any student 
debt.

www.citybureau.org/fellowship-application

https://youtu.be/9ijggs1oJX8
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OSHA Enforcement Suspended

By Editor Filed in News July 22nd, 2023 @ 2:25 pm
Full enforcement of the Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) ceased as of April 28, 
2023. 

On April 28, 2023, a little known and tiny federal agency called the Occupational Safety and 
Health Review Commission (OSHRC), lost its quorum and can no longer conduct any official 
business. 

The OSHRC issues orders that enforce OSHA citations that have been contested. The cases 
handled by the OSHRC typically involve the most important enforcement actions undertaken 
by OSHA. 

Under the OSHA statute, enforcement of OSHA health and safety standards begins in the 
Department of Labor. OSHA employs compliance officers who inspect workplaces. When 
OSHA finds a violation, a citation and penalty is issued against the employer with a deadline 
for the hazard to be abated. 

The employer has the right to contest the citation, penalty, and the abatement order. If it does 
so, the contested case leaves the jurisdiction of OSHA in the Department of Labor, and goes 
to a separate, independent agency, the OSHRC, for adjudication. 

Until the OSHRC issues a final order that affirms the citation or the abatement order, the 
employer is not required to correct the hazard. 
The hazard can go legally uncorrected and the workers’ exposure continues until the OSHRC 
issues a final order adjudicating the case.
 
When the Review Commission lacks the statutory minimum quorum of two Commissioners, as 
is the case now, no cases can be decided, although one Commissioner can direct a case for 
review. 

“For over two thirds of its existence, the Commission has been so paralyzed by frequent 
vacancies that it has been unable to do its job.” 

A more frequent occurrence is when one seat remains vacant on the Commission for a 
prolonged period. 

Because the OSHA statute dictates that action may only be taken by the affirmative vote of two 
members of the Commission, any disagreement on any point renders a two-member OSHRC 
incapable of taking action, resulting in a stalemate. 

Under President Biden, OSHA head Doug Parker has been attempting to arouse an agency 
that was laid dormant and rudderless by the Trump Administration. 

The number of newly filed contests rose from 1,368 in 2021 to 1,579 in 2022. These new 
cases are in addition to the existing back log of approximately 1,200 cases each year. 

In March 2021, two months after the Biden Administration took office, Commissioner James 
Sullivan resigned and rejoined the law firm of Cozen O’Connor in order to represent employers 
“on high stakes matters before all three branches of government.” 

Sullivan left behind Commissioner Amanda Wood Laihow and Chairman Cynthia Attwood. 
Before becoming a commissioner, Laihow had served as Sullivan’s chief counsel and came to 
the OSHRC from the National Association of Manufacturers where she served as director of 
labor and employment policy. 

Even though two of the three seats remain vacant, President Biden has yet to nominate either 
a worker representative or a lawyer with a union background to the Review Commission.

Historically, Congress has been non-responsive to the needs of the American worker unless 
pushed by organized labor. In 1970 the labor movement’s top priority was the passage of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act. 

Source: Corporate Crime Reporter, July 22, 2023, and Capitol Hill Citizen July/August 2023.

The segment "OSHA Enforcement Suspended" reports on the conflict 
between Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) enforcement and 
quorum of a little known and tiny federal agency called the Occupational 
Safety and Health Review Commission (OSHRC), which lost its quorum and 
can no longer conduct any official business. "The OSHRC issues orders that 
enforce OSHA citations that have been contested."

www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/osha-enforcement-suspended

https://youtu.be/5QilMAI1c1A
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Spoken word artist Kao Ra Zen discussed art and music exhibitions in Wicker Park and 
Englewood, battle rapping, Non Op(era)'s commission of him for L’sGA : Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address, working with Marianna Buchwald and other artists in the U. S. and in Europe, 
teaching, the origin of his stage name "Kao Ra Zen," and more.

Kao Ra Zen addressed how his work in L’sGA : Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address 
addressed racism and marginalization.

www.KaoRaZen.com

www.linkedin.com/in/kenya-fulton/

www.facebook.com/events/298219699792992

www.nonopera.org/WP2/voices/lsga

https://youtu.be/UL-gXLbe3Eo
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Given what's been happening in Israel. This past week I thought it would be important to reflect 
on how we got there, but more importantly focusing on peace and bringing us together.

I found several news segments and discussions that looked at various 
aspects of the conflict, I then played music about peace and much of it from a 
group called playing for change that brings together musicians from around 
the world to reinvent classic hits.

Youtube - The rise of Hamas
Youtube - How Israel stole Palestine
Youtube - Israel Palestine Conflict Explained
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Live Audio from AP news on youtube of shelling with me reading the article over it. Disclaimer 
was given beforehand.

I tried to give context to the article with audio to get an idea what people are 
going through, it was heartbreaking and i was hearing having difficulty putting 
words to what i was feeling. Live Artillery shelling sounds like horror and 
sadness

Common dreams.com, Jake Johnson, oct 13, 2023 "this is not what fighting 
Hamas looks like: Israel orders all of Northern Gaza to evacuate.
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Educational 
Support: The 
40th Chicago 
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Children's film 
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Interview with Diedre Searcy, Program director of the 40th CICFF, a graduate of NW 
university, she helped to organize  and reach out to target audiences in the Hispanic (Logan 
SQ) and black (Westside) communities through programming that inspires grit, critical thinking 
and audience engagement.  

It is relevant because CICFF is all about making a difference in the world 
through media literacy education Diedre Searcy, Program director.
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