
 

 

KGCW QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

1
st 

Quarter 2015 – January, February & March 

 

KGCW-TV programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 1st quarter of 

2015: 

 

Business / Employment 

Community 

Crime/Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Health/Healthcare 

Politics 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community 

issues: 

 

Local: 

Program Day Time 

Fox18 Nine O’clock News Encore Monday-Friday 2:30-3:00am 

 

All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, 

weather & sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   

 

Business / Employment  
 

Story Title: Local Nuclear Plants Could Be On Chopping Block Date:  01/08/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  The Illinois Commerce Commission looked into plant closures after 

Exelon Nuclear said it was looking at closing up to three of its less profitable nuclear power 

plants. Those are Clinton, Byron and the Quad Cities. The report says the Quad Cities plant is the 

least profitable among the three. If it were closed, the report says 2,400 jobs would be lost and 

$757-million would be chopped off the Quad Cities economy. Nuclear power has been suffering 

from a decline in electric prices, caused by a surge of renewables and a decrease in the price of 

natural gas. 

 

Story Title: Potential New Burlington Development Could Bring Jobs Date:  02/11/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  One hundred-twenty new jobs could be on their way to Burlington. The 

Greater Burlington Partnership says Silgan Containers Manufacturing has the city on its list of 

sites for a new plant. The company makes metal cans for canned food. It wants to build a $25-

million facility and is asking for state and city incentives to move in. The partnership President, 

Jason Hutcheson, says manufacturing has strengthened in Burlington over the last several years 

and that's cut the unemployment rate in half.  The city council will hold a special session 

tomorrow to consider giving the company a 20 year property tax exemption as well as free 



 

 

building permits but he says the city needs the jobs and will benefit without having to risk 

taxpayer dollars. 

 

Story Title: Burlington Approves Potential Can Manufacturing Plant Date:  02/12/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Burlington city leaders give the okay to try and bring in a new can 

manufacturing plant. The Greater Burlington Partnership revealed earlier this week it has been 

working for over a year to have Silgan Manufacturing Company build a new factory in the city. 

The council approved offering a 20-year tax exemption for the factory if built, and waive 

building permit fees. Assuming the factory was valued at $10-million, that means the city would 

forgo $7-million in property taxes but it would gain 120 jobs paying an average $21-an-hour. 

The Iowa Economic Development Board needs to give its approval to the project too. If it does, 

Silgan will still have to choose where to build its new factory but Burlington is in the final cut. 

 

Community / Environment  
 

Story Title: Warming Centers and Frostbite Concerns Date:  01/06/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  It's very cold if you're without heat or a place to go at all but there are a 

couple of warming centers available. During daytime hours the township buildings in both 

Moline and Rock Island are open for anyone in need. Local homeless shelters also offer 

assistance.  

 

Story Title: Touring the New Credit Island Lodge Date:  01/29/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Construction on the Credit Island Lodge in Davenport is in the final stages 

and there will be a sneak peak at the changes being made to the historic building. The Lodge was 

badly damaged by fire in May 2013. One of the biggest concerns from even before that was 

flooding but construction crews have now installed 50 vents throughout the bottom floor of The 

Lodge to allow water to flow through in the future. A cleaning crew is coming on Monday for 

finishing touches on the area that can be rented out and the city of Davenport says March could 

be the opening date. 

 

Crime / Law Enforcement  
 

Story Title: Former Aledo Cops Facing Charges  Date:  01/14/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Two former Aledo police officers appeared in court; both facing felony 

charges after the police department received a complaint of inappropriate contact with a minor. 

Seth Degelman, 30, and Steven Bonynge, 32, are charged in separate incidents. Degelman faces 

a charge of indecent solicitation, aggravated criminal sexual abuse. Bonynge faces a charge of 

aggravated criminal sexual abuse of a minor victim. In court this morning, BoBonyngeled not 

guilty. Degelman was in court with his lawyer but his first appearance before the judge is 

delayed. 

 

 



 

 

Story Title: Local Law Enforcement Warn Of Traffic Camera Ticket Scam Date:  01/27/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Traffic enforcement cameras catch speed and red light violators all the 

time. Now, scammers are using that as a way to target people for their money. This week two 

area law enforcement agencies are sending out warnings. Davenport police got a report of a 

caller contacting about an unpaid ticket from one of the city's many speed or red light cameras. 

There have also been reports of something similar in Clinton County. In some cases the caller 

even poses as a deputy and threatens an arrest if immediate payment isn't made. The person 

provides a badge number and instructs the resident to get a Green Dot Moneypak to pay off the 

fine. He says the first red flag is the fact that traffic enforcement cameras don't exist in Clinton 

County. Similar calls have gone out to people in Davenport though, where there are several. 

Both agencies say officers will never call to collect traffic fines. Officials say you can always 

hang up and contact the police to see if there really is a violation against you. If you do have a 

traffic camera violation you should get notices in the mail that includes information like the date, 

time, license plate number and pictures of the car in question. You should receive several notices 

like this over two to three months. If you think you've been contacted by a scammer you're 

encouraged to call police. 

 

Story Title: Davenport Hilltop Vandalism Caught On Camera Date:  02/11/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  It was caught on camera and we have exclusive video on a vandalism that 

happened on the Hilltop Campus area. Around 8:30 p.m., a man broke two store front windows 

on Harrison Street. The owners of I-Got-U Phone Repair say it was a black male with a goatee. 

He was wearing a noticeable Wile E. Coyote coat. The owner, Cynthia Benavidez, is working 

with Davenport police to find this suspect. Benavidez shop says there is just too much crime in 

the neighborhood and that she won't quit until this suspect is caught.  

 

Story Title: A/C Unit Thefts in East Moline   Date:  02/12/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  A recent string of commercial A/C unit thefts has police asking for your 

help. Two units were stolen two weeks ago in the East Moline Industrial Park, one at the East 

Moline School District building and one at World Class Industries. Over the weekend, another 

five units were stolen from a doctor's office on 35th Avenue in Moline. Police do have 

surveillance footage of the East Moline district building. They say a white sedan goes in first and 

preps the unit while a brown Chevy truck comes back shortly after and grabs it. "We could 

assume scrap value for the item itself it was disposed of, or at this point, both of these buildings 

are fairly new ," East Moline P.D. Lt. Darren Gault said. "The units were new. I'm sure they 

could be repurposed at another location." If you have any information, contact Moline or East 

Moline Police Departments or Crime Stoppers.  

 

Economy / Education  
 

Story Title: California Egg Law Could Impact QCA Prices Date:  01/02/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  A new California law took effect Thursday, increasing the space needed to 

raise chickens there. California producers have to add more space or decrease their flocks. Any 



 

 

egg producer in Iowa or Illinois that wants to sell to California has to follow the same rules. An 

Iowa State University researcher estimates the price of eggs will fluctuate for a while the markets 

determine the new price. An industry group says egg prices have risen 35 percent across the 

country in anticipation of the law. Egg Producers are moving away from cages. It's what the 

market is driving, people are more aware of what they're eating. Eggs taste differently depending 

on how the bird is raised.  

 

Story Title: President Proposes Free Community College Date:  01/09/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  A new proposal from President Obama could impact nine million 

Americans. He wants to make two-years at community college free for everybody willing to 

work for it. Students would have to maintain a 2.5 GPA and make steady progress to completing 

their education.  The idea is getting support locally.  Congress would have to approve legislation 

to pay for the program. Costs would be divided between federal and state funding. 

 

Story Title: Northeast Storm Impacts Local Businesses Date:  01/26/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Local businesses that depend on shipments from the northeast are 

especially concerned over the blizzard. The owner of the Great Midwest Seafood Company in 

Davenport, Dave Serrurier, says he has had to make other arrangements to get fresh and frozen 

fish delivered this week. Usually he gets two truck deliveries a week from Boston but he was 

told that the truck expected to arrive Wednesday may not make it because of the snow. "It all 

depends on logistics with whether they're able to ship out of Boston or not this week," he said. 

Even so, weather-related shipping headaches are not unusual for this time of year and this 

disruption is expected to be short-lived. 

 

Story Title: Potential Cuts Coming To Davenport Schools Date:  02/12/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  After months of talking about ways to close the gap, the Davenport School 

District is now considering a plan that cuts more than $8-million over two years. This was as 

Governor Branstad has proposed a budget for all schools in Iowa. Programs, teachers and staff 

could be eliminated. Superintendent Arthur Tate says it's because of a decrease in supplemental 

school aid. "We're looking at things such as closing schools," Tate said. "We're going to have to 

re-visit going from the block schedule to the traditional schedule, we're going to have to increase 

class sizes again." Music programs and the creative arts academy will also be considered on a 

long list of items that may be cut. 

 

Story Title: Clinton Schools Facing Budget Cuts  Date:  02/18/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Clinton school leaders must hack $1.2-million from the district's budget. 

They spent a combined three hours today listening to feedback from the public. Parents and staff 

members at the listening sessions opposed eliminating the activities director, reducing 

elementary teachers and cutting librarians. But many also told board members they didn't have a 

solution, they would share one if they did. Board members, and district employees took notes as 

they try to find a way to ease the pain of the cuts. "A lot of it is seeing if there is something we 

missed, something that we overlooked, maybe we don't have enough data, to make the right 



 

 

combination of decisions," Gregg Obren, Clinton School Board Member said. The school district 

must send a certified budget to the state of Iowa by April. 

 

Health / HealthCare  
 

Story Title: Iowa Lab On Flu Frontlines    Date:  01/07/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  With these cold temperatures it is no surprise that the flu is making 

thousands of people sick in the QCA. But a group of scientists in Coralville are on the front-lines 

identifying flu strains. Researchers are also helping to prepare next year's flu vaccine. The state 

lab tracks the state's flu activity and reports its findings to the CDC.  The CDC says the flu 

season is likely to get worse and could peak later this month. 

 

Story Title: Questions Remain Over Iowa Marijuana Law Date:  01/12/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Although possessing medical marijuana oil in Iowa is legal after 

legislation passed last year, families say there's no clear way to legally obtain it. The 

McDermott's have an 8-year old son named Ryan who suffers from a severe form of intractable 

epilepsy. They hope medical marijuana oil will help their son, but question the law's usefulness 

in getting it. "It gives me access to have it in my possession, but I can't buy it here so therefore 

unless I go somewhere and bring it back illegally that's the only way of doing it right now," Tina 

McDermott said. Representative Cindy Winckler agrees, saying the law is unworkable. She's 

unsure if there will be additional legislation this year, but says there's interest amongst 

lawmakers to continue expanding upon the law. 

 

Story Title: QCA Mumps Case Could Be Flu  Date:  01/26/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Local doctors are putting the word out about mumps and how the highly 

contagious virus could be popping up in the QCA. The Rock Island County Health Department 

says this year's strain of flu can produce mump-like symptoms. On Friday, John Deere Middle 

School confirmed a student may have the virus. Officials notified parents but today they believe 

this is an isolated case. The student was not tested for the flu or for mumps. Local doctors say 

vaccinations are the only way to protect from the virus. The CDC recommends children receive 

an MMR shot at 12 months then a booster at age 4 or 5. Adults born between 1957 and 1985 can 

benefit from a booster and those vaccinated from 1963 to 1967 should get two doses of the 

vaccine. 

 

Politics  

 

Story Title: Joni Ernst on Iowa Tour Date:  01/14/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  New U.S. Senator Joni Ernst will hit the road this weekend to visit all 99 

Iowa counties. She starts her 2015 tour this Saturday in her hometown of Red Oak.  The trip will 

mark the beginning of a plan to visit each county every year. Senator Chuck Grassley and 

Governor Branstad also make annual tours of the whole state.  Joni Ernst was just sworn in as the 

first woman to represent Iowa in Congress. 



 

 

 

Story Title: Joni Ernst Takes Center Stage With GOP Rebuttal Date:  01/19/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Iowa's newest Senator is getting ready to take center stage for the GOP 

rebuttal to the President's State of the Union Address, a move that's getting her national 

headlines.  Senator Joni Ernst will be the first, first-year Senator ever to give the GOP's rebuttal, 

her speech coming just two weeks after her oath of office.  Ernst was picked last week by 

Republicans to give the party's answer. She'll be the sixth Republican to do so during Obama's 

term.  Some are calling it a major opportunity for one of last year's breakout political stars.  "It 

definitely is a good political move by the Republican Party to build that connection back to Iowa 

because we all know in 2016, Iowa and New Hampshire are very important places," Assoc. 

Professor of Political Science at Augustana College, Dr. Christopher Whitt said. "So, I think it's 

good strategy."  Congressman Dave Loebsack says Ernst being picked is good for Iowa. He says 

it brings attention ahead of the 2016 Iowa Caucus.  

 

Story Title: Local Reaction to Senator Ernst's GOP Response Date:  01/21/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Iowa's freshman Senator Joni Ernst delivered the Republican response to 

the State of the Union and says the new GOP-led Congress will work to change the direction in 

Washington. "We'll work to correct executive overreach," she said. "We'll propose ideas that aim 

to cut wasteful spending and balance the budget - with meaningful reforms, not higher taxes like 

the President has proposed." Senator Ernst says while Republicans are willing to work with the 

President on some issues, the party will reject what it considers to be failed policies. Her speech 

also put the spotlight on Iowa with both positive and negative feedback around the nation.  

Reaction from Quad Citians was mixed. Some people didn't care for her speech, saying it was far 

from a rebuttal but others say it was a great representation of Iowa. 

 

Story Title: Iowa Fuel Tax Increase Could Be Coming Soon Date:  01/28/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:  Just when you were getting used to low prices at the pump, Iowa 

lawmakers are looking to increase the fuel tax by 10-cents-a-gallon. Senator Tod Bowman of 

Maquoketa says many of Iowa's roadways and bridges are in critical need of repair and the fuel 

tax would help generate $215-million per year to fix them. He says he hopes to introduce the bill 

as early as next week. "One of the difficulties of trying to tackle this problem is trying to figure 

out how to provide ongoing, reliable, predictable resources for our roads and bridges," he said. 

"We're trying to allow non-residents to help pay for the roads that they use while they're in 

Iowa." Iowa's fuel tax is currently at 22 cents per gallon. The last time it was increased was back 

in 1989.  

 

Story Title: Iowa Lawmakers Push for New Gun Laws for Minors Date:  01/28/15 

Program/Time:  Fox 18 Nine O’clock News  Duration of Segment:  

Detailed Description:   

New changes to gun laws could be coming to Iowa. Right now, anyone under 14 is not allowed 

to operate or even hold a pistol, revolver or ammunition. However, several lawmakers have 

introduced a bill that, if passed, would allow people under 14 to possess a pistol, revolver or 

ammunition as long as a parent, guardian or spouse who is at least 21 years old supervises the 



 

 

child. The instructors at the Quad Cities Youth Shooting Sports Association are sharing a similar 

message about safety at an informational session in Colona, Illinois. "Safety is the key to any 

type of firearm training," founder and president Bill Peterson said. “Before they are even 

introduced to a gun, we go through a full class of safety and the next week we hit on it real 

strong," Peterson said. "Then they get to handle the gun but there is no ammunition until the 

third week usually." Many students go on to compete in national competitions. The bill was 

introduced on January 27, 2015. 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming KLJB broadcast public 

service announcements related to the following issues:  

 

Big Brothers Big sisters of the Mississippi Valley  

Snowbird Softball Classic 

Co-ed Division, January 30-31, 2015; Men’s Division, February 6-8, 2015 

Produced public service announcements and web content to promote the 39th Annual Snowbird 

Softball Classic.  This tournament has become a winter tradition in the Quad Cities.  Teams from 

all over the midwest converge on the Dugout Sports Complex in Davenport for two weekends of 

fun, exercise and friendly competition. The annual tournament is hosted by the Dugout Sports 

Complex and coordinated by USSSA. Proceeds from the tournament support Big Brothers Big 

Sisters one-to-one mentoring programs in the greater Quad Cities area. Sponsors include: KLJB 

Fox 18, The Dugout Sports Complex, USSSA, MidWest Collectables, The Trophy King, QC 

Times, QC Threads. The psa was tagged with a Fox 18 logo and we cross promoted it on MeTV.  

The psa aired from Thursday January 8, 2015 to Tuesday, February 3, 2015. 

 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, March 14, 2015 - THE GRAND PARADE is the only bi-state St. 

Patrick's Day Parade in the USA and is viewed by tens of thousands of people along the route from 

Rock Island, Illinois across the Mississippi River through Davenport, Iowa. As a media partner, 

WHBF, KLJB, KGCW, This TV Quad Cities and Me TV Quad Cities produced and committed 

significant airtime to television announcements promoting this event. We also produced significant 

web content to support the event. From a news standpoint, we covered the event both on-air and 

online. 

 

Other psa that aired in January, February and March 2015 are: 

Iowa Sports Foundation – Winter IA Games :30   

Iowa Sports Foundation – Live Healthy Iowa :30    

HAVlife Foundation – Martini Shake Off :30    

Quad City Botanical Gardens – Beach Bum Bash :30   

NAB – Paul Simon Children Health Fund :30    

Partnership for Drug Free Iowa – Montez Family :30 

IAB – Governor’s STEM :30 

 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 

 

 


