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Three year old boy back with 
family after going missing 
 News 10/3/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A three year old boy is back 

with his family in Deerbrook 

today after being missing 

for nearly 20 hours overnight 

in a cornfield.  Hundreds of 

volunteers joined law 

enforcement and others in 

the search for Dyton 

Logalbo late Saturday 

afternoon.  He was found 

yesterday morning around 

10:30, sitting cross-legged, 

cold, scared but healthy.  

The search covered more 

than 80 acres behind the 

family home.   

 

The destructive emerald 

ash borer has been found in 

Rhinelander and another 

Oneida County community.  

According to the State 



Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection, the insect was 

discovered in trees 

downtown as well as the 

town of Crescent.   Many of 

the trees are infected and 

will have to come down, 

mainly in the area between 

Trig’s and the post office in 

the city.   
 

Wisconsin cranberry 

growers are expecting an 

above-average crop yield 

this year because of nearly 

ideal growing conditions.  

It’s been a great year for 

growing because there has 

been plenty of sun without 

extreme heat.  According 

to the Wisconsin State 

Cranberry Growers 

Association, cranberry 

production in Wisconsin is a 

nearly $1 billion industry and 

employs about 3,000 

people in the state.   About 

250 farmers in 20 Wisconsin 



counties grow cranberries 

on 21,000 acres.  The 

majority of the crop is 

grown in the central part of 

the state.   Nearly two-thirds 

of the nation's cranberry 

crop comes from Wisconsin. 

 

In sports, the Brewers 

wrapped up their season 

with a 6-4 win over 

Colorado, ending with a 73-

89 record and fourth place 

in the NL Central in their first 

rebuilding year.   
 

  
State lawmakers battle on 
retirement funds News 10/3/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Two Republican state 

lawmakers will try for a third 

time to force local 

governments to save 

money for the retirement 

benefits offered to future 

employees.  Two previous 

bills from Wauwatosa 

Senator Leah (vook meer) 

and Fond du Lac 

Representative Jeremy 

(thees' felt) did not go 

anywhere.  But Vukmir says 

the problem gets more 



urgent as the statewide 

amount jumps for unfunded 

health benefits for retirees, 

so she and Thiesfeldt will 

reintroduce their measure 

next year.  

Hillary Clinton's former 

Democratic primary 

opponent will campaign for 

her in Wisconsin this week.  

U-S Senator Bernie Sanders 

of Vermont will appear with 

Democratic Senate 

candidate Russ Feingold 

Wednesday afternoon in 

Madison, and Green Bay 

talking the econmy, climate 

change, student loans and 

the justice system.  

Republican candidate 

Donald Trump's son, Donald 

Junior is scheduled to 

campaign for his father the 

same day in Brookfield. 

Wisconsin's archery deer 

hunting season is underway 

and the D-N-R has started a 

new program to encourage 

more hunters to get into the 



woods.  It's called "R" Three -

- recruitment, retention and 

reactivation, and the goals 

are to get new groups of 

people involved in deer 

hunting -- and bring back 

those who've stopped for 

some reason.  The D-N-R's 

Keith Warnke says the state 

can no longer just rely on 

families to continue their 

hunting traditions.  There 

are about one million deer 

hunters in the Badger State 

-- but only two thirds buy 

licenses each year and the 

state wants to bring back 

those who have not hunted 

in a long time. 
 

  
Downtown Rhinelander 
streetscape a bit behind 
schedule News 10/4/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 An emotional meeting of 

the Wausau School Board 

last night ended with a vote 

allowing transgender 

students to use restrooms 

and locker rooms matching 

their gender identity.  The 

special meeting was met 

with both tears and anger 

during discussion with 



people on both sides of the 

issue.  Board president 

Lance Trollop said the 

matter can be reviewed in 

the future.   

Three year old Dyton 

Logalbo is playing and 

doing just fine today 

according to his father.  The 

youngster was the object of 

a massive search of a corn 

field over the weekend 

near Antigo where he spent 

20-hours before being 

found Sunday morning.  

Troy Logalbo said the family 

is doing alright but things 

are still a little unsettled.  

Law enforcement and 

hundreds of volunteers took 

part in the search.   

A weekend boating 

accident claimed the life of 

a man on Lake Dubay 

south of Wausau Sunday 

night.  The unidentified 46-

year reportedly hit his head 

on the railroad trestle while 

boating beneath a bridge.  



Investigators said he was 

knocked out and later died 

of his injuries.   

Downtown Rhinelander’s 

Streetscape project is a little 

behind schedule but city 

officials say the first phase 

will be complete by the 

end of the month.  It also 

comes at a slightly 

increased cost due to 

expanding the work a block 

by the fire and police 

departments and in front of 

the library.  The $10-million 

project updated the below 

ground utilities, widened 

sidewalks and left space for 

trees and planters.  Next 

year the decorative phase 

of the project takes place 

 
Adams Co. getting 
assistance after flooding News 10/4/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Adams County has been 

added to the list of places 

getting state assistance due 

to the September floods in 

Wisconsin.  Governor Scott 

Walker included Adams in 

his recent declaration for a 

state of emergency.  



Fourteen counties are now 

eligible for state cleanup 

and repair funds to fix roads 

and other public 

infrastructure, after more 

than ten inches of rain 

caused floods and 

mudslides that killed two 

people and destroyed 50. 

State and local officers 

continue to investigate the 

death of a 53-year-old man 

in a weekend traffic mishap 

near Ashland.  The victim 

was identified yesterday as 

Scott Bender of Odanah.  

Ashland County sheriff's 

deputies say his truck 

veered into a ditch 

Saturday night on Highway 

Two and a passerby 

stopped to help him.  

Bender then walked across 

the roadway and was 

struck by another vehicle. 

Officials say it was dark and 

foggy at the time and 

visibility was limited. 

 A fire that destroyed 34 



school buses in Waukesha 

County is being 

investigated as arson.  The 

U-S Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms, and 

Explosives joined the probe 

into Sunday's fire and 

explosions at Dousman 

Transport at North Lake.  

Cell phone video showed 

large plumes of smoke 

before the explosions could 

be heard.  An 

environmental firm is 

cleaning up soil from 

ditches around the bus 

yard, after diesel fuel 

leaked from the burning 

buses.  Dousman Transport 

provides school bus service 

to a number of school 

districts in southeast 

Wisconsin -- and buses were 

said to run on time 

yesterday.   
 

  
Rhinelander Chamber of 
Commerce looking for a new 
leader News  10/5/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Rhinelander Area 

Chamber of Commerce is 

looking for new leadership.  

The board released 



executive director Bill Clow 

Monday after less than a 

year in the position.  Board 

president Eric Britton will 

handle the day-to-day 

operations while the search 

for a new director begins.   

Rhinelander’s city council 

did not violate the state’s 

open meeting law in 

dismissing city administrator 

Kristina Aschenbrenner.  

Oneida county DA Michael 

Schiek will not prosecute six 

council members, accused 

by Aschenbrenner in a 

complaint following her 

termination last month.  In 

related news,  Public 

Administration Associates of 

Oshkosh, the company that 

helped hire Aschenbrenner 

a  year ago, will aid in 

finding her replacement.     

The Langlade County 

Sheriff’s department 

reported yesterday a body 

was found in home 

destroyed by fire Monday 



night.  Just before 8:00 

firefighters were called to a 

barn fire on Hwy H in the 

Town of Summit.  During the 

mop up operation the body 

was discovered.  Arson 

investigators are looking 

into the cause while an 

autopsy will identify the 

victim and determine the 

cause of death.   

Last January, Caterpillar 

announced the closing of 

its forest products division in 

Prentice, idling over 200 

workers.  The plant got new 

life this week as the facility 

was purchased by 

Minnesota-based RITALKA, 

a privately held small 

business holding company.  

While many employees 

took a relocation package 

with CAT, those remaining 

will keep their jobs, with 

company officials saying an 

additional 50 will be hired.  

Details of the sale were not 

disclosed by the company 



that operates several other 

heavy equipment plants in 

Minnesota and South 

Dakota. 
 

  
Fewer traffic deaths in the 
state this month from last  News 10/5/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Two groups who 

sued against Wisconsin's 

voter I-D law asked a judge 

to either drop the 

requirement for November 

or make sure votes are 

counted for those who 

have trouble getting I-Ds.  

One Wisconsin Now and 

the Citizen Action 

Education Fund asked 

Federal Judge James 

Peterson to take action 

yesterday.  That's after the 

Vote Riders group found 

state motor vehicle 

employees gave the wrong 

information to those 

applying for I-Ds -- either 

rejecting requests without 

birth certificates or not 

guaranteeing their I-Ds 

would be sent to them in 

time for the election, 

although the state 



promised deliveries in six 

days. 

 Wisconsin had almost two 

dozen fewer traffic deaths 

in September than in the 

same month the previous 

year -- and officials say 

heavy rain may have kept 

some people off the roads.  

The state D-O-T says 45 

people died in accidents 

statewide, tied for the 

lowest September death toll 

since World War Two in the 

1940s.  

When Bernie Sanders was 

running for president he 

excited a lot of young 

voters in Wisconsin.  

Democrats hope that 

continues as he travels 

across the state 

campaigning for Hillary 

Clinton today.  Polls show 

Clinton not attracting 

young voters with only 34% 

of voters under 30 

supporting her.  Sanders 

addressed that topic 



yesterday in Minneapolis 

and Duluth where he told 

voters to consider the 

candidates’ issues and not 

their personalities.   

State support for K-12 public 

schools increased a bit.  

Yesterday’s report from the 

nonpartisan Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau shows last 

year’s support was 62.7%, 

up fourth-tenths of a 

percent from 2014 and 62% 

from 2013.   
 

  
Body found in burned 
building in Summit News  10/6/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The victim found in a 

burned out home Monday 

night in the town of Summit 

may have taken their own 

life after starting the blaze.  

The Langlade County 

Coroner expects to release 

details later today about 

the person found at a 

home on Hwy H, whose 

body was discovered after 

the fire was controlled. 

 

The DNR reminds residents 

and hunters in Forest, 



Oneida and Vilas counties 

of the feeding and baiting 

ban for deer and 

conservation wardens are 

hoping for voluntary 

compliance to avoid 

prosecution.  The move was 

taken after chronic wasting 

disease was detected in 

Oneida County.  Wisconsin 

now has baiting and 

feeding restrictions in 41 of 

its 72 counties.   

 

The debate schedule is set 

for the candidates in the 7th 

Congressional District, but 

not without some 

controversy.  Incumbent 

Republican Sean Duffy and 

Democratic challenger 

Mary Hoeft will meet 

November 3rd at 

Northcentral Technical 

college in Wausau and the 

4th at the high school in 

Hayward.  Hoeft says those 

dates were set by Duffy’s 

campaign without her input 



but a spokesman for the 

congressman said they 

have the paperwork 

showing she agreed. 

 

Donald Trump Junior says 

the presidential election is a 

"referendum for change."  

He also told interviewers in 

Brookfield and Wausau 

yesterday he doesn’t buy 

the claims his father is too 

temperamental to be 

president, saying the G-O-P 

nominee could not have 

been such a successful 

businessman if he didn't 

know when to have calm 

and careful deliberations.  

His father is expected to 

campaign in Wisconsin 

Saturday.   Former 

candidate Bernie Sanders 

campaigned for Democrat 

Hillary Clinton yesterday in 

Madison. 
 

  
Local business expands to 
new site News 10/6/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Expera Special Solutions’ 

expansion into the vacant 

Printpack building on Kemp 



Street in Rhinelander is a 

done deal.  The state 

signed off on the $15 million 

trust fund loan allowing 

both the move and 

renovation.  The high tech 

plant will manufacture 

coated paper products for 

the aerospace industry 

among other applications. 

A number of parents pulled 

their youngsters from Fond 

du Lac High School after a 

heated lunchroom 

argument, a threat on 

social media and rumors of 

more threats.  It all 

happened the past two 

days -- and the situation 

reportedly died down 

yesterday afternoon when 

more police were called in.  

Officials say angry 

comments were made 

Tuesday in the lunchroom 

at Fond du Lac High -- and 

on Wednesday, a photo 

was shared on Snapchat 

that mentioned a 



"revolution" during the lunch 

hours.  School officials say 

they immediately 

addressed the situation and 

the student involved in the 

threat is "no longer in 

school."  Fond du Lac 

school health and safety 

coordinator Marian 

Sheridan said the social 

media post led to rumors of 

more threats and it's 

unfortunate that 

information was put out 

which she said frightened 

people. 

Speakers from both major 

parties told Wisconsin voters 

to remember how the U-S 

Supreme Court might be 

affected, as a result of who 

they choose for president.  

Republican Donald Trump's 

son, Donald Junior, brought 

up the subject when he 

visited Milwaukee and 

Wausau yesterday.  So did 

U-S Senate Democratic 

candidate Russ Feingold, 



when he appeared with 

Bernie Sanders in Madison 

and Green Bay.   
 

  
Body in burned building 
identified News 10/7/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The body of a man 

discovered after a 

Langlade County fire 

Monday night is that of 48-

year old Robert Bathke.  

The Sheriff’s Office reports 

the fire was intentionally set, 

first in a barn on the 

property in the town of 

Summit, then to the home.  

Bathke then took his own 

life with a firearm.   

The DNR’s identified 128 

parcels of land 

recommended for sale to 

the Natural Resources 

Board for review.  The last 

biennial state budget 

directed the agency to 

offer 10,000 acres of land 

for sale by next year to 

repay outstanding public 

debt related to the 

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

program.  Of the land 

identified, 33 parcels 



totaling just over 1100 acres 

will be offered to the public 

.  The remainder are for 

government sale and 

adjoining landowners.  

More information is 

available on the DNR 

website. 

Wisconsin agricultural and 

consumer protection 

officials are warning about 

the safety of food grown in 

flooded fields.  Specialists 

say flood water contains 

pathogens, chemicals or 

both, which can 

contaminate produce 

directly or indirectly.  Food 

safety spokesman Peter 

Haase at the Department 

of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection says if 

flood water has touched 

the produce it shouldn't be 

sold or consumed.  Officials 

caution producers who use 

well water to wash produce 

before it's sold should also 

pay attention to the 



condition of their well.  

Contamination can occur if 

flood water enters the top 

of the well or migrates 

underground to a well from 

a neighbor's flooded well. 

And in sports, Clay 

Matthews plays his first 

game in three weeks when 

the Packers host the Giants 

Sunday night. 
 

  
Donald Trump to appear in 
state News 10/7/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 White House nominee 

Donald Trump will appear in 

Elkhorn tomorrow with three 

of Wisconsin's top elected 

officials, in an apparent 

show of unity 31 days 

before the election.  Trump 

will join House Speaker Paul 

Ryan, U-S Senator Ron 

Johnson and Governor 

Scott Walker.  Ryan's office 

announced the 

appearance and it's the first 

time he'll be on a stage with 

Trump, after the speaker 

endorsed him but remained 

critical of some of the 

nominee's stronger 



comments.  Johnson has 

been supportive of Trump 

but has not endorsed him -- 

and Walker recently 

appeared with Trump for 

the first time in West Bend 

and helped running mate 

Mike Pence prepare for this 

week's vice presidential 

debate.  Recent polls 

showed Trump trailing 

Democrat Hillary Clinton by 

two points -- and state 

Senate G-O-P leader Scott 

Fitzgerald says tomorrow's 

event shows Wisconsin is 

"again in play." 

 Meanwhile, Democrat 

Hillary Clinton will have two 

more people campaigning 

for her in Wisconsin the next 

couple days, including her 

husband.  Former President 

Bill Clinton is scheduled to 

appear in Milwaukee 

tomorrow to talk about the 

economy -- although a 

time and place have not 

been announced.  Today, 



former Arizona House 

Democrat Gabrielle 

Giffords will highlight a 

Milwaukee rally that will 

focus on curbing gun 

violence and encouraging 

supporters to vote early.  

Giffords was wounded in an 

Arizona shooting in 2011 

that killed six people -- and 

she has since traveled the 

country to push for gun 

control. The appearances 

by the candidates come 

right before Sunday night's 

second presidential 

debate. 
 

  
A West Allis man dies in 
weekend ATV crash News 10/10/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 40-year old West Allis 

man died in a weekend 

ATV crash.  Tony LePage 

was the operator of the 

machine, traveling on 

Smarb Road off of Bridge 

Road in the Town of 

Tomahawk Saturday night 

when it left the pavement 

and struck a tree.  He was 

not wearing a helmet and 

was pronounced dead at 



the scene.   

The Lincoln County sheriff’s 

department also reported a 

20-year old Tripoli man was 

injured early Saturday 

morning when he fell 

asleep while driving on Hwy 

Z in the town of Scott, 

crashing his vehicle.  He 

was treated at Ascension 

Good Samaritan Hospital in 

Merrill then transferred to 

Aspirus Wausau Hospital.   

Senator Ron Johnson is in 

Wausau today and may 

face questions raised by his 

opponent.  Democrat Russ 

Feingold, reacting to 

Donald Trump’s lewd 

comments about women 

leaked online Friday, 

challenged Johnson to stop 

supporting Trump for 

president.  While Johnson 

said Trump’s comments are 

completely indenfensible, 

he has not withdrawn his 

support.  On Saturday, 

House Speaker Paul Ryan 



disinvited the nominee from 

a Republican Rally in 

Elkhorn, drawing anger from 

supporters waiting to see 

him.  Governor Scott Walker 

also focused on campaigns 

involving party members 

and didn't refer to Trump by 

name, a man many 

Republicans have said 

should step aside.  Vice 

presidential candidate Mike 

Pence, who was invited, 

decided not to attend. 

Forty sworn sheriff's deputies 

from Dane County and the 

surrounding area are in 

North Dakota to help deal 

with protesters at Dakota 

Access pipeline 

construction sites.  Protests 

are springing up at many 

locations along the pipeline 

as it crosses four states.  
 

  
Politics in the state ramp up News  10/10/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 None of Wisconsin's top 

political leaders of either 

party gave immediate 

reactions to last night's 

Trump/Clinton debate.  Like 



many Wisconsinites, 

Governor Scott Walker 

appeared more interested 

in the Green Bay Packers' 

home victory against the 

New York Giants, as his 

personal Twitter account 

had photos of the Packers' 

two touchdowns in their 23-

16 win at Lambeau Field 

posted close to the times 

the scores came.  Walker, 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville and U-S Senate 

Republican Ron Johnson 

say they continue their 

support of Trump -- while 

denouncing the 2005 video 

in which Trump was seen 

making lewd comments 

about women. Trump 

downplayed the video 

during the debate, 

repeating his initial claim 

that it was "locker room 

talk."  A number of other 

Republicans around the 

country called on Trump to 

leave the race as a result of 



the video's emergence. 

The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 

completed its review of the 

state's most recent flood 

damage from late last 

month. Tod Pritchard of 

Wisconsin Emergency 

Management says the 

state's preliminary damage 

estimates will probably 

change once the final 

numbers are added up this 

week.  State officials 

recently said there was 14-

million dollars in damage to 

flooded roads and other 

public infrastructure in 

roughly the western half of 

Wisconsin.  Pritchard says 

some of the earlier damage 

reported did not qualify for 

general FEMA aid because 

it was covered either by 

another relief fund -- or by 

insurance.  The final 

damage total will be sent 

to Governor Walker, who 

will then decide whether to 



seek FEMA assistance. 
 

  
Forest Co. officials break up 
a marijuana grow operation  News 10/11/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Forest County officials 

arrested three people, 

breaking up a sizeable 

marijuana operation in 

Armstrong Creek.  The 

Sheriff’s Drug Task Force 

executed a search warrant 

on the outdoor growing 

operation and netted over 

600 pounds of the plants.  

51-year old Dennis Pratt of 

Waukesha, 32-year old 

Steven Wasechek of 

Milwaukee and 35 year old 

Kevin Hying of Big Bend are 

in the Forest County Jail 

and all face charges of 

possession, manufacturing, 

possession with intent to 

deliver and possession of 

cocaine.  The investigation 

began following a tip from 

a concerned citizen.   

In October of 2009, 15-year 

old Kayla Berg of Antigo 

was dropped off at a 

friend’s house in Wausau 

and was never seen again.  



Now, acting on an online 

video, Antigo Police are 

investigating what may be 

a connection to the case.  

The video, posted two 

months to the day Kayla 

disappeared, features a 

man talking about meeting 

a new girl and ends with 

him showing a woman 

screaming and bound on a 

bathroom floor.  Anyone 

with information is asked to 

contact Antigo police.   

The 224-thousand 

Wisconsinites who get 

health insurance from the 

Affordable Care Act will 

pay an average of almost 

16-percent more for their 

premiums next year.  

Insurance Commissioner 

Ted Nickel says some 

consumers could be paying 

up to 31-percent more.  He 

says people should take a 

fresh look at their coverage 

options due to the 

increases and recent 



refusals by a number of 

insurers to continue taking 

part in the federal 

purchasing exchange.   
 

  
Flu season in the state News 10/11/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The flu season is underway 

in Wisconsin.  And with 

some people hospitalized 

already, state health 

officials say it's time to get 

your flu shot.  October and 

November are said to be 

the best times for people to 

get vaccinated -- 

especially those who are 

most likely to get the flu like 

seniors, young children, 

pregnant women, diabetics 

and others with chronic 

conditions.  State 

epidemiologist Tom Haupt 

says those who choose not 

to get vaccinated are at 

risk of infecting friends, 

relatives, coworkers and 

others around them.  Haupt 

says it's too early to tell how 

severe the flu will be this 

winter. 

We've known for years that 



Wisconsin relies more on 

manufacturing than the 

vast majority of states.  

Now, a new national survey 

shows Wisconsin is one of 

the best places for factory 

workers to make a living.  

The finance website Smart 

Asset ranks Marinette as the 

sixth best place in the 

nation for factory workers -- 

and they make up 38-

percent of all employees in 

that area, after Marinette 

Marine won a huge 

contract to build Navy 

littoral ships and various 

factories popped up to 

supply equipment for the 

large ships.  The Watertown-

Fort Atkinson area is ranked 

eighth, making Wisconsin 

and Texas the only states in 

the Smart Assey survey with 

two markets in the national 

Top Ten.  Appleton is 17th, 

Wausau 23rd, and 

Richmond-Berea, Kentucky 

the top ranked U-S market 



for factory workers. 

In sports, the Cubs lost their 

first game of the playoffs, 

losing to the Giants 6-5 in 13 

innings.  Game four is 

tonight. 
 

  
Local school president 
resigns News 10/12/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Last month Crescent 

Elementary school principal 

Kelly Huseby was placed on 

paid administrative leave.  

This week, she resigned with 

no explanation from the 

school board or 

superintendent Kelli 

Jacoby.  Huseby held the 

job since July of 2013, 

coming from the 

Tomahawk district.  Kari 

Volk, a speech and 

language teacher with 

administration certification 

is the interim principal.   

A 43-year old Merrill man is 

in the Lincoln County Jail 

facing multiple charges 

involving children.  Not 

being named until after his 

court appearance this 

afternoon, the investigation 



revealed a relationship with 

a child using social media.  

Pending charges include 

sexual assault, child 

enticement, exposure, use 

of a computer to facilitate 

a sex crime and possession 

of child pornography.  He 

may also be charged with 

similar crimes in Marathon 

county.   

Police in Antigo dismissed 

the chances that an online 

video had anything to do 

with the disappearance of 

15-year old Kayla Berg 

seven years ago.  Those 

involved with the 

production were all 

identified and authorities 

determined it was fake and 

in no way pertained to the 

case.   

A high speed chase by 

Price County law 

enforcement ended with a 

deadly head-on collision 

Monday night.  A sheriff’s 

deputy pulled over a 



pickup for speeding on Hwy 

13 just after 11:00 and when 

he approached the driver 

took off, eventually running 

into the vehicle of 50-year 

old Julie Petty of Catawba, 

who died at the scene.  The 

name of the other driver 

has yet to be released.   

And in sports, the Cubs 

eliminated the San 

Francisco Giants 6-5 last 

night to advance to the 

National League 

Championship Series.   
 

  
State voter ID law back in 
the news News 10/12/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Federal Judge James 

Peterson of Madison hears 

testimony today on a 

request to throw out 

Wisconsin's photo I-D law for 

voting. Foundations for One 

Wisconsin Now and Citizen 

Action made the request, 

after they won part of their 

federal lawsuit in July which 

told the state to make sure 

people can vote in 

November by getting quick 

approval for I-Ds, even if 



they don't have birth 

certificates. Since then, 

there have been reports 

motor vehicle personnel 

around the state have 

given the wrong 

information to some 

who recently applied for I-

Ds.  And they did not 

receive their cards within six 

days after applying, which 

the state had promised the 

court it was doing. 

 A survey of Wisconsin 

school superintendents 

shows small rural districts are 

being hurt as they lose 

teachers to larger, higher 

paying districts.  It's 

dubbed "free agency," 

similar to pro athletes 

moving to other teams to 

cash in -- and it's one of the 

biggest effects of the Act 

Ten limits on public union 

bargaining adopted five 

years ago.  85-percent of 

lower paying school districts 

are losing teachers more 



often, compared to 57-

percent of districts that pay 

more -- and schools with 

declining enrollments have 

either cut or reversed the 

growth of salaries for 

teachers.  Governor Scott 

Walker says he'll try to help 

small districts by possible 

giving them more funds for 

busing.  But if residents don't 

agree to approve 

referendums for tax hikes, 

Walker says smaller schools 

will have to get more 

creative, like offering more 

attractive course 

assignments for teachers 

than the bigger schools do.  
 

  
Drug arrests in Forest Co.  News 10/13/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Continuing drug 

investigations by Forest 

County law enforcement 

lead to more arrests.  46-

year old Germaine 

Robinson of Milwaukee and 

28-year old Olivia Wagnitz 

of Mole Lake are held on 

multiple felony drug 

charges after a search 



turned up the drugs, 

manufacturing equipment 

and a large sum of cash.  

Three people were arrested 

earlier in the week and 

more are expected as the 

investigation continues.    

Potential expansion plans at 

the Granite Peak Ski Resort 

on Rib Mountain are called 

into question.  More than 

1700 signatures on a 

petition to the DNR seek to 

stop the work citing noise, 

lights and water run-off.  

The resort is looking to 

expand by 150-plus acres, 

taking in some public 

access hiking trails the 

petitioners want preserved.   

State attorneys and lawyers 

for the liberal advocacy 

group One Wisconsin 

Institute meet this morning 

to work out a plan to 

maintain the voter ID law.  

US District Judge James 

Peterson was asked to 



block the law after reports 

of wrong information being 

given to people and 

delayed mailing of cards.  

Peterson said he wants the 

parties to come up a better 

public outreach program so 

voters know exactly how 

the process works.   

A record number of hunting 

dogs were killed by gray 

wolves in the recent bear 

hunting season that ended 

Tuesday.  The DNR notes at 

least 40 dogs were 

confirmed dead, up 

significantly from the 

previous high of 23.  Some 

blame the federal court 

decision ending the state’s 

wolf hunt almost two years 

ago.  The DNR is 

investigating the matter. 

 

  
Sex offenders back in area News 10/13/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Two registered sex 

offenders have served their 

sentences and will be 

released to the area.  41-

year old Brian Pate is 



already living on Back Bay 

Road in Minocqua having 

served time since being 

convicted of 2nd degree 

sexual assault of a child in 

1996.  38-year old Hans 

Powell will be freed the 25th 

of this month in the Merrill 

area.  He was convicted of 

multiple sexual assaults of a 

child in 1998 and 99.  Both 

men will be on supervision 

with the Wisconsin 

Department of Corrections. 

Yesterday we told you 

about a 43-year old Merrill 

man facing multiple sexual 

assault charges involving 

children.  Scott Schug 

made his initial 

appearance in Lincoln 

County Court and remains 

jailed on a $100,000 cash 

bond for a dozen felonies.  

He’s back in court on the 

27th.   

In an effort to settle some of 

the upheaval in the 

Rhinelander City Council, 



president George Kirby 

withdrew his ethics charge 

against alderman Steve 

Sauer.  In August Sauer 

publicly complained online 

about tearing down the 

hockey rink at Pioneer Park.  

Kirby claimed unethical 

allegations were made 

including a posted 

comment containing a 

threat.  He said the decision 

was made by former 

administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner, who was 

dismissed in August.  Her 

release is still the subject of 

two other complaints filed 

against Sauer and fellow 

alderman Tom Gleason 

who are alleged to have 

violated the city’s ethics 

code when they released 

priveledged information 

about her performance 

evaluation.  A hearing on 

that issue is now set for the 

regular city council meeting 

next month.   
 



  
           

  
A more expensive winter to 
heat homes in the state News  10/14/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The U-S Energy Department 

expects people in the 

Midwest to pay 150-dollars 

more than last winter to 

heat their homes with 

natural gas. But Wisconsin 

utilities say the increase 

won't be that high. The 

federal government blames 

a 30-percent rise in Midwest 

natural gas bills, due to 

higher fuel costs and a 

colder winter than last 

year's extremely mild 

season. We Energies, which 

provides natural gas to 

most of Wisconsin, says its 

preliminary findings show 

much smaller increases 

than what the federal 

government is saying -- and 

Wisconsin Public Service 

expects about a ten-

percent increase. Propane 

and heating oil customers 

can also expect price hikes, 

but officials say they'll be 

smaller than the average 



for the past five years.  

The Bierman Family 

Foundation in Merrill has 

funded a number of large 

scale projects in the 

community and has now 

joined the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s department in the 

war on drugs.  Sheriff Jeff 

Jaeger hopes by spring, 

two K9 units will be 

operating out of his 

department, thanks to their 

generous donation.  The 

dogs will not only be used 

for narcotics detection but 

search and rescue as well.  

Donald Trump will make 

campaign stops in Green 

Bay and West Allis Monday.  

In the latest Marquette poll, 

Trump trails democrat Hillary 

Clinton by seven points 

among likely voters.   

Preliminary numbers from 

the recently closed bear 

hunting season in Wisconsin 

are encouraging.  More 

than 4600 bears were 



registered, very close to the 

quota of 4750.   

And in sports, eighth ranked 

Wisconsin takes on number 

two Ohio State tomorrow 

night at Camp Randall. 
 

  
Gov. Walker to propose 
increase in road funding  News 10/14/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker says 

he'll propose an eight-and-

one-half-percent increase 

in funding for town roads, 

as part of the next state 

budget he'll give lawmakers 

in February.  Last month, the 

D-O-T proposed a nearly 

nine-million dollar hike in 

state transportation aid for 

town governments -- and 

the Republican Walker told 

a meeting of town officials 

this week he would add 14-

point-six million dollars to 

that pot.  The governor has 

promised higher road aid 

for all types of local 

governments, but he has 

not specified how much 

more counties, cities, and 

villages would get.  The 

increase for towns is 



announced at a time when 

the governor and 

lawmakers disagree on 

whether taxes should be 

raised for road work.  

Walker says he wants to 

show that "we do not need 

to raise taxes or fees to 

maintain a safe and strong 

transportation network." 

The tight U-S Senate race in 

Wisconsin will be on full 

display tonight when 

incumbent Ron Johnson 

and challenger Russ 

Feingold meet in a one 

hour debate.  The Wisconsin 

Broadcasters Association is 

sponsoring the debate, 

which will originate from 

Green Bay and broadcast 

statewide.  The Republican 

Johnson, an Oshkosh 

businessman, unseated the 

incumbent Democrat 

Feingold six years ago. 

 Green Bay Police are 

again urging Packers' fans 

to be careful about where 



they buy their game tickets.  

Officials say a number of 

fans were turned away 

after they bought fake 

tickets from unauthorized 

sellers, especially on 

Craigslist.  The N-F-L 

promotes its Ticket 

Exchange through 

Ticketmaster as the only 

source that electronically 

verifies resale tickets. 
  

 

 
Early morning T-storms 
trigger a fire News 10/17/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A series of early morning 

thunderstorms triggered a 

fire in Rhinelander and 

power outages across parts 

of the North.  Firefighters 

were called to a home on 

Monico Street in the city 

when lightning may have 

struck a utility pole shortly 

before two.  The rapidly 

moving storms rolled into 

Vilas County with reports of 

heavy rain and some hail.  

Nearly 800 residents lost 

power in Eagle River and St. 



Germain areas.  The 

second wave hit just before 

4:00 with downpours and 

lightning.  More of the same 

is expected early tonight.   

Two children reported 

missing in Wisconsin Rapids 

late yesterday afternoon 

are back safe at home.  12 

year old Ronan 

Waddington and his 8-year 

old sister Feya were playing 

at a neighbor’s and were 

supposed to be home at 

five.  They were found 

several hours later playing 

with friends at another 

home.   

Lincoln County Sheriff Jeff 

Jaeger called a news 

conference for tomorrow 

morning to share 

information from the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Justice regarding an officer 

involved shooting in July.  

50-year old Scot Minard 

was fatally shot after firing 

at an Antigo Policeman, 



then leading authorities on 

a high speed chase and 

standoff, July 26th.  Autopsy 

results found he was high 

on a number of drugs and 

alcohol.  All the officers 

involved in the incident 

acted appropriately under 

the circumstances and no 

criminal charges will be 

filed.   

GOP presidential 

candidate Donald Trump is 

in Green Bay today, but 

canceled his stop in West 

Allis.  It’s the second time a 

Trump event has been 

canceled in recent days.   
 

 
Merrill man arrested on drug 
charges News 10/17/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A 20-year old Merrill man 

was arrested on drug 

charges early this morning.   

A Lincoln County sheriff’s 

deputy stopped the man 

just before midnight driving 

without the headlights on.  

A backpack containing 

marijuana and drug 

paraphernalia was noticed 

and he was arrested and 



awaits a bond hearing.   

A Menasha man was 

injured in a weekend ATV 

crash.  The 48-year old was 

taken to Ascension Sacred 

Heart Hospital with non life 

threatening injuries 

following the accident in 

the Town of Harrison 

Saturday afternoon.   

 An Army soldier from 

Janesville has finally been 

buried in his home city, 

almost 66 years after he 

went missing in action 

during the Korean War.  The 

remains of Corporal Donald 

Hendrickson stayed in an 

unmarked grave in North 

Korea until they were finally 

identified this year -- and 

Hendrickson's family was 

notified.  He was 19 when 

he went missing in 

December of 1950 in the 

aftermath of heavy fighting 

in Korea's Battle of Chosin 

Reservoir.  About 70 people 

attended a church service 



Saturday. Hendrickson was 

later buried will full military 

honors at Janesville's Oak 

Hill Cemetery. 

Twenty military veterans 

took their own life every 

day of 2014 in this country 

and almost one of every 

five in Wisconsin that year 

involved a vet.  Now, a new 

program will help identify 

veterans who may think of 

committing suicide.  The 

Zero Veteran Suicide 

Initiative is sponsored by the 

state Veteran’s Affairs 

Department to help family 

members, medical 

personnel, veteran’s 

organizations and others 

learn how to detect 

problems and where to 

seek help.   
 

 
Trump pulls a big crowd in 
Green Bay News 10/18/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Judging from the turnout in 

Green Bay last night, you 

wouldn’t know there was 

any controversy following 

the presidential candidacy 

of Donald Trump.  



Thousands showed up as he 

again pushed the claim 

that a conspiracy is at work 

to keep him out of office.  

He continued the familiar 

themes of retaining jobs, 

limiting immigration and 

repealing the affordable 

care act.  Absent were all 

of Wisconsin’s top 

Republicans, citing prior 

commitments. 

Democrats, meanwhile 

spend the day around 

Green Bay explaining why 

Hillary Clinton should get 

the job.  Senator Tammy 

Baldwin and 8th 

Congressional District 

candidate Tom Nelson kept 

alive the charges of 

harassment toward women 

leveled against Trump in 

recent days.  Both say the 

stakes are high for women 

in this election. 

A federal judge approved 

the distribution of new 



handouts explaining how 

Wisconsin residents who 

need a photo ID for voting 

can obtain credentials that 

will be accepted at polling 

places.  U.S. District Judge 

James Peterson ordered 

the state Department of 

Transportation last week to 

clarify the process for 

applying for an ID when 

someone is missing key 

documents, such as a birth 

certificate, or may face 

difficulty because of other 

issues.  

Investigators with the 

Washburn County Sheriff’s 

Department are looking for 

three suspects accused of 

breaking into a home in 

Stone Lake.  Reports show a 

woman came home Friday 

about 5:30 to find a man 

and two women inside, 

apparently forcing their 

way in through a locked 

door.  The woman said one 

of them threatened her.  



Deputies tracked them to 

an abandoned vehicle and 

continue to examine leads. 

 

 
State high school grad rates 
are top 6 in nation News 10/18/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin has the nation's 

sixth highest graduation 

rate for high school 

students, but it also has the 

country's widest gap 

between black and white 

students.  The U-S Education 

Department finds 88-point-

four percent of Wisconsin 

seniors earned their 

diplomas in the standard 

four years -- five-percent 

more than the national 

average.  

As Wisconsin's population 

gets older, almost two 

dozen G-O-P state 

lawmakers are working on a 

package of bills to boost 

the numbers of health care 

professionals, especially in 

rural areas.  Assembly 

Republican Ed Brooks of 

Reedsburg wants to 

improve a health care 



workforce that's getting 

older by adding more 

experts in mental health, O-

B G-Y-N and other areas 

with the biggest needs.  

Twenty-three G-O-P 

lawmakers plan to 

introduce three-point-five 

million dollars in the next 

session to address rural 

health care, as part of the 

Rural Wisconsin Initiative.  

Brooks says younger 

residents are leaving rural 

areas and they'll need 

incentives to help 

communities thrive. The 

state's hospital association 

says nearly a quarter of the 

state's residents live in rural 

areas. 

 A second and final 

statewide debate will be 

staged tonight for 

Wisconsin's U-S Senate 

candidates.  Republican 

incumbent Ron Johnson 

and former Senate 

Democrat Russ Feingold will 



square off in a 90 minute 

forum beginning at 8:30 

from Milwaukee's 

Marquette Law School.  It 

will be broadcast 

statewide.  The two are in a 

tight contest, as the latest 

Marquette poll has Feingold 

with a two point lead, a 

statistical dead heat when 

the poll's margin of error is 

figured in. 

 

 
Minocqua listens to thoughts 
on new fire equipment News 10/19/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Minocqua’s Town Board 

reviewed estimates and 

drawings for a new fire 

department last night, a 

process that’s been eight 

years in the making.  The 

location, just south of the 

bridge on Hwy 51 would 

provide over 14,000 square 

feet of space, nearly 

double that of the existing 

station downtown.  

Tomorrow, residents get a 

look at the $3.4-million 

project before voting 

whether or not to approve 



it.  Last year they okayed 

the $375,000 purchase of 

four acres of land, next to 

the Chamber.  That 

meeting takes place at 6 at 

the Minocqua Town Hall. 

The final debate between 

Senator Ron Johnson and 

Democrat Russ Feingold last 

night was lively.  With three 

weeks to go before the 

elections both squared off 

for 90-minutes fielding 

questions on everything 

from the nasty presidential 

race to the abuse of 

opioids in Wisconsin.  

Feingold accused Johnson 

of not doing enough as 

senator to tackle issues such 

as fighting terrorism, 

immigration reform and 

campaign finance laws.  

Johnson says as a 

businessman he is more in 

touch with what Wisconsin 

residents want, while 

Feingold is a career 

politician who thinks 



problems can be solved 

with more government 

programs. 

The Granite Peak Ski Resort 

on Rib Mountain will host its 

first public meeting in 

December on their 

proposed expansion plans.  

Planners hope to get more 

public input on the plans 

that call for adding over 

500 acres to the resort.  

They got a taste of that 

input from a meeting last 

night from the newly 

formed group, leave rib 

mountain alone, who are 

working to preserve the 

park.   

   
 

 
Casino flap in the state News 10/19/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Nearly two years ago, 

Governor Scott Walker 

generated controversy  

when he rejected a new 

Menominee tribal casino in 

Kenosha.  Now, two 

competing tribes accuse 

the Republican Walker of 

setting a double standard 



by staying silent while the 

Ho-Chunk Nation 

expands its existing casino 

with a new hotel at 

Wittenberg, 30 miles east of 

Wausau.  The administration 

says the two situations are 

vastly different -- because 

the Kenosha casino would 

have been far away from 

the Menominee reservation, 

while the Ho Chunk 

expansion is in line with the 

state tribal gambling 

compact it negotiated in 

2003.  The neighboring 

Stockbridge Munsee and 

Menominee tribes disagree, 

saying it no longer makes 

the Wittenberg site an 

"ancillary facility" under its 

compact -- and they say 

Walker should make all 

eleven Wisconsin Indian 

tribes approve the Ho 

Chunk expansion, just like 

he demanded for the 

Kenosha project.  Walker's 

office says it will continue 



the requirement, but only 

for off reservation casinos. 

Harley Davidson will lay off 

225 salaried employees 

before the end of this year.  

About 70 of its contractors 

will also be affected by the 

layoffs, which come amid a 

seven-percent drop in U-S 

motorcycle sales during the 

past year.  The company 

has not said which facilities 

or positions would be cut.  

Lakeland High School 

received their annual 

contribution from the 

Marshfield Clinic to benefit 

sports, activities and clubs 

at all levels.  The $2500 goes 

a long way to sustain these 

activities according to 

Athletic Director Don 

Scharbarth.  Marshfield 

Clinic also contributes 

scholarship funds to support 

students pursuing careers in 

the health care field.   
 

 
Wausau man to spend life in 
prison  News 10/20/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Convicted of fatally 

stabbing 8th grader Isaisah 



Powell last February in 

Wausau, 16-year old Dylan 

Yang will spend time in 

prison.  Yang was 

sentenced yesterday in 

Marathon County court to 

13 years and another 17 on 

extended supervision.  

Despite being tried as an 

adult, Yang was 15 at the 

time of his arrest, the start of 

his sentence will be at 

Lincoln Hills, the state’s only 

youth prison.  He will 

receive credit for the nearly 

year and a half he’s 

already been in custody.   

Now, it’s up to the voters.  

The final debate between 

Hillary Clinton and Donald 

Trump lived up to its billing 

as a brawl, dead serious 

from the start.  From 

questions on the Supreme 

Court to the Second 

Amendment and abortion 

the candidates slowly 

returned to attack mode 

with Clinton starting in on 



Trump’s alleged sexual 

assault allegations to his 

firing back about the 

Wikileaks emails showing 

her level of corruption.  The 

election is November 8th.   

One of the co-chairs of the 

Legislature’s audit 

committee says an audit of 

the Wisconsin Veterans 

Home in King will provide a 

clearer look at the facility 

than a recent federal report 

that gave it a glowing 

review.  The veteran’s home 

has been under scrutiny 

following complaints and 

news reports that raised 

issues about poor living 

conditions and inadequate 

staffing levels.  The audit is 

due out early next year. 

Rhinelander Police Chief 

Michael Steffes is headed 

to Madison.  Heading the 

department since 2007, 

Steffes has accepted a job 

with the State Department 

http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/neglecting-wisconsin-s-vets-residents-suffer-at-king-home-while/article_845f89d8-34d1-5896-a6cb-d341052201bb.html


of Justice.  His resignation is 

effective November first. 

 

 
State republicans in the 
news News 10/20/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Republicans got 

part of what they wanted, 

when the final presidential 

debate had a larger 

discussion of the issues than 

the first two.  But Donald 

Trump stole the show when 

he refused to say if he 

would accept the results of 

the November eighth 

election, telling anchor 

Chris Wallace he would 

keep him "in suspense."  The 

Washington news website 

The Hill says Trump's remarks 

were a stark contrast to 

those made by his running 

mate Mike Pence and his 

daughter Ivanka, who is 

campaigning for her father 

today in Wauwatosa and 

Eau Claire.  Earlier 

yesterday, the Trump 

campaign staged a 

conference call in which 



state Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald and 

House Republican Glenn 

Grothman both said Trump 

needed to stick to the issues 

during the debate -- and 

indeed, Trump and 

Democrat Hillary Clinton 

spent more time on things 

like taxes, immigration, gun 

control and foreign policy. 

Most polls have Clinton 

leading in Wisconsin, but 

Fitzgerald says Trump can 

win if he shores up support 

in southeast Wisconsin. 

The fourth annual signup 

period begins November 

first for Wisconsinites who 

want new health insurance 

as part of the Affordable 

Care Act.  In Wisconsin, 

average monthly premiums 

for the 224-thousand 

Obamacare clients are 

going up by an average of 

16-percent -- and some 

could pay 31-percent 

more.  The Obama 



administration says tax 

subsidies should cover most 

of the increases for the 

eight of every ten people 

eligible for tax breaks.  

Open enrollment ends 

December 15th and the 

enrollment deadline is 

January 31st for coverage 

that begins next spring. 
 

 
Minocqua fire station 
approved News 10/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The proposed Minocqua 

fire station was approved 

by voters last night.  The 

$3.4-million dollar project 

will be built on four acres 

purchased last year just 

south of the bridge on Hwy 

51.  The new building 

replaces the outdated 

existing facility downtown.  

Bids will be let over the next 

several months for 

construction. 

Two proposals are being 

reviewed by the Wausau 

Economic Development 

Committee for the empty 

Sears building in the 

Wausau Center Mall.  In a 



news release from the 

mayor’s office, both options 

would bring significant 

taxable value to the city.  

Both Micon Theaters and 

HOM Furniture have 

expressed interest in 

purchasing the location 

from the city and would like 

to begin construction early 

next year.  At last night’s 

committee meeting 

members said they hope to 

have a decision by next 

month or early December. 

State election agency data 

shows about 30 percent of 

all absentee ballots cast in 

Wisconsin so far have come 

from the state's most 

heavily Democratic 

counties.  The latest data 

from the Wisconsin Elections 

Commission shows ballots 

cast in Milwaukee and 

Dane counties are far 

outpacing those that have 

come from the 

conservative suburban 



counties of Washington, 

Waukesha and Ozaukee.  

Just under 184-thousand 

ballots were cast statewide. 

Absentee ballots must be 

returned by November 8th.   

A Madison man pleads 

guilty to charges of 

attempting to provide 

material support to the 

Islamic State.  Federal 

authorities arrested 34-year-

old Joshua Van Haften on 

charges after he traveled 

to Turkey in 2014 and tried 

to cross into Syria.  He was 

arrested attempting to 

return to the U.S.  

 

 
State Republicans wonder 
aloud about Donald Trumps 
claim News 10/21/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Most of Wisconsin's top 

Republicans mused as 

diplomatically as they 

could about Donald 

Trump's contention that he 

might not accept the results 

of the November eighth 

election. The G-O-P White 

House nominee said in 

Wednesday night's debate 



that he would keep people 

"in suspense," and in Ohio 

Thursday, Trump said he 

would accept the results if 

he wins -- but he might not 

concede if he loses, saying 

he reserves the right to 

challenge what he calls a 

"questionable result." In 

Green Bay Thursday, 

Governor Scott Walker 

stopped short of 

condemning Trump's stand 

-- but he says Trump has 

little to gain from it. U-S 

Senate Republican Ron 

Johnson's campaign says 

we need to respect the 

Election Day results, but he 

put that in the context of his 

own reelection battle 

against Democrat Russ 

Feingold. House Speaker 

Paul Ryan simply referred to 

his comment from last 

weekend that the states 

would "carry out this 

election with integrity" -- 

and House Republican 



Glenn Grothman of 

Campbellsport says he 

trusts the election process, 

but he does believe there's 

fraud. 

Unused or expired medicine 

can be safely disposed of 

tomorrow across Oneida 

County.  The police 

departments in 

Rhinelander, Three Lakes 

and Minocqua along with 

the Oneida County Landfill 

will collect and dispose of 

the drugs and bring 

attention to the potential 

for abuse and 

consequesces of improper 

storage and disposal of the 

medications.  Officials will 

take prescription and over 

the counter medications, 

ointments, patches, 

inhalers, non-aerosol sprays, 

creams, vials and pet 

medications.  The Drug 

Take Back day runs from 10 

until two.   
 

 News 10/24/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 A 17-year old Three Lakes 



A Three Lakes boy killed in 
car accident 

High School senior was 

killed in a one car crash 

Saturday night.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s department 

was notified he was missing 

shortly before midnight he 

didn’t return home from a 

trip into town.  He was 

found shortly after 1:00, 

thrown from the vehicle on 

Hwy C and Tenderfoot 

Road.  Investigators say the 

vehicle hit the shoulder, the 

driver overcorrected, 

crossed the centerline and 

rolled into the trees.  The 

name has not officially 

been released.   

 

No one was hurt after fire 

destroyed a mobile home 

in Weston yesterday 

afternoon.  Officials said 

two people were inside the 

home, just off Schofield 

Avenue around 4:00 when 

they noticed the fire.  They 

left to get a fire extinguisher 

from a neighbor but the 



blaze spread quickly, 

reportedly started by a 

burning candle.   

 

Chelsea Clinton will be in 

Wisconsin tomorrow, 

campaigning for her 

mother in LaCross, Stevens 

Point and Madison.   

 

Attorney General Brad 

Schimel may look into a 

conservative activist group 

after two undercover 

videos potentially outlined 

a case for voter fraud.  The 

videos were recorded by 

the group, Project Veritas 

Action, featuring several 

interviews with Scott Foval 

whose explicit comments 

describe what he and his 

Madison-based 

consultancy company, The 

Foval Group LLC, does and 

how they get paid as on 

the ground operatives from 

the Democratic National 



Committee. 

Wisconsin lost nearly 400 

dairy farms last year 

according to figures from 

the Agriculture Department.  

But state officials say that’s 

a low number, compared 

to previous years when 

losses were near 1000. 

 

 
Rhinelander boy killed in car 
wreck News 10/24/16 12n,5p 1:30 

17 year old Michael Wanty 

of Rhinelander died in a 

weekend crash.  He was 

alone in the car just before 

midnight Saturday when it 

apparently hit the shoulder, 

crossed over the centerline, 

rolling into the ditch and 

throwing him from the 

vehicle.  He was found 

about an hour later and 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The accident 

happened on Hwy C and 

Tenderfoot Road.   

 Wisconsin public schools 

will lose two-point-four-



million dollars in state funds 

this year, as more than 200 

students with special needs 

use tax vouchers to go to 

private schools.  Some 

observers say there was 

more interest in the 

program than expected 

and lawmakers will have to 

address a funding squeeze 

in the next session.  Many of 

the vouchers were given to 

students already in private 

schools.  Lake County 

Lutheran High School in 

Hartland received 108-

thousand additional state 

tax dollars for nine special 

needs students -- five of 

whom were enrolled there 

before. 

Twenty-five Wisconsin 

school districts will ask voters 

next month to raise millions 

in taxes to keep their 

programs going.  In 

Madison, two school board 

members blame state 

Republicans and their 2011 



Act Ten union bargaining 

limits for having to seek 26-

million dollars above state 

revenue limits for the next 

four years.  Eau Claire has 

the largest revenue cap 

exemption request -- 88-

million dollars for 15 years. 

County authorities remind 

people heading into the 

woods to cut boughs for 

Christmas decorations to 

stay off private property 

and get a permit before 

cutting on county land.  

Those are available at the 

Forestry Department.   
 

 
Athens man busted in sex 
sting operation News 10/25/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A sting operation targeting 

online predators soliciting 

children yields an arrest.  35-

year old Dustin Zernicke of 

Athens responded to an 

online posting from the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department, acting as a 

15-year old girl.  Zernicke 

arranged to meet her in 

Rhinelander where he was 

arrested.  He’s jailed on a 



$10,000 cash bond and also 

has child enticement 

charges pending in 

Marathon County.   

The USDA is awarding over 

$4.7-million to use 

communication technology 

to expand healthcare in 

rural areas.  Ministry Health 

Care received a grant of 

more than $432,000 for their 

telemedicine program 

covering Clark, Forest, 

Lincoln, Marathon, Portage, 

Vilas and Waupaca 

counties.  The project will 

allow rural clinics and 

hospitals in these areas to 

secure additional staff and 

avoid closing a facility.  It 

also allows medical 

professionals to 

communicate directly with 

physicians in other areas to 

consult on cases and 

provide direction when 

necessary.   

Richland Center Wisconsin 

could put itself on the map 



this week and become the 

pumpkin capitol of the 

world.  Organizers hope to 

carve four-thousand 

pumpkins by Saturday.  

Then line them up on 

Sunday.  That'd be the most 

pumpkins ever placed in a 

single line.  It's an actual 

record currently held by a 

city in Japan.  They lined up 

just over two-thousand 

pumpkins.  Organizers say 

carving starts Thursday and 

everyone is welcome to 

come out and carve on 

Saturday. 

And in sports, the season’s 

over for two more Packers 

as Jared Abbredaris and 

Chris Banjo were both 

placed on injured reserve.  

And the Cubs and Indians 

open the World Series in 

Cleveland tonight. 
 

 
Wisconsites can start 
shopping for Obamacare News 10/25/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsinites can start 

shopping for next year's 

Obamacare coverage, 

after the federal Healthcare 



Dot Gov exchange 

reopened yesterday.  

Clients can browse, but 

they cannot sign up for 

anything until next Tuesday.  

Health officials say 

premiums will go up 25-

percent nationally, as a 

number of insurers left the 

program because not 

enough younger and 

healthier people paid 

enough to support older 

and less healthier clients.  In 

Wisconsin, officials say the 

average premium hike is 16-

percent -- an estimated 37-

thousand state residents will 

lose their current 

Obamacare. 

 Green Party presidential 

candidate Jill Stein will 

speak a rally at U-W 

Madison Thursday.  She's 

scheduled to speak at 

noon at the campus 

Memorial Union.  The Four 

Lakes Green Party chapter 

of Madison says Stein will 



talk about her proposals to 

boost the economy and to 

cancel student debt and 

offer tuition feee public 

college educations.  In the 

last Marquette Law School 

poll, Stein had three-

percent support, one 

percent more than the 

previous Marquette survey 

in mid September. 

U-S Senate candidate Russ 

Feingold has his vote in the 

can.  The Democrat cast an 

absentee ballot yesterday 

in his hometown of 

Middleton.  Feingold said 

the numbers of early voters 

in the Democratic 

strongholds of Madison and 

Milwaukee were 

encouraging in his effort to 

win back the Senate seat 

he lost to Republican Ron 

Johnson six years ago.  The 

conservative super-PAC 

"Let America Work" 

released a poll yesterday 

showing the two in a 



"statistical tie" considering 

the margin of error, with 

Feingold leading Johnson 

48-to-46-percent   
 

 
Chelsea Clinton makes stop 
in state News 10/26/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Chelsea Clinton and Reince 

Preibus made separate 

stops in Stevens Point 

yesterday campaigning on 

behalf of candidates in 

their parties.  Clinton 

stopped at the UW campus 

on behalf of her mother, 

Democratic presidential 

nominee Hillary Clinton 

saying, "I think whatever it is 

that people care about, it's 

on the ballot.  Whether 

that's higher education 

affordability, our economy, 

fighting climate change, 

and so I hope that people 

will just realize that there's 

no excuse to stay home,” 

Clinton said encouraging 

people to get out and vote.  

Two weeks remain until the 

presidential election on 

Nov. 8.  Preibus, the 

Republican National 



Committee chairman, 

stopped at the Republican 

headquarters to discuss the 

RNC's field program ahead 

of the election. 

Meanwhile, Donald Trump 

says his first presidential act 

would be to repeal the 

Affordable Care Act.  He 

told supporters yesterday it 

would be easy to get rid of 

given the fact the average 

premium is expected to 

jump over 25%.  Some 

states are seeing triple digit 

increases and the 

Republican nominee says 

he’d give people more 

choices over their insurance 

plans.   

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court will be hearing oral 

arguments in three cases at 

the Bayfield County 

Courthouse in Washburn 

today.  The visit is part of the 

court's "Justice on Wheels" 

outreach program that 



gives people around the 

state an opportunity to 

observe the court at work 

without having to travel to 

Madison.  Bayfield County is 

the 27th location where the 

court has held arguments 

since the program started in 

1993.  

 

 
Gas prices in state News 10/26/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Two Wisconsin 

congressional leaders 

asked the Pentagon to stop 

collecting old enlistment 

bonuses were mistakenly 

given to veterans. G-O-P 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville wants the 

collections suspended until 

Congress can protect 

service members from what 

he calls "lifelong liability" for 

the Defense Department's 

"mistakes." Senate 

Homeland Security 

chairman Ron Johnson said 

officials should stop what he 

called "harassment of the 

finest among us."  The 



Pentagon made waves 

when it told ten-thousand 

California National Guard 

members to give back 

reenlistment bonuses 

granted ten years ago, 

after a federal investment 

found that bonus and 

student loan payments 

were improperly awarded. 

The statewide average for 

regular unleaded gas is 

$2.14 but in a sign of things 

to come, over a dozen 

stations in the Milwaukee 

area are now below $2.00 a 

gallon.  The Wisconsin Triple 

A reports gasoline prices 

are nearly a quarter a 

gallon cheaper today than 

they were at this time last 

year.  Industry experts 

expect prices to be stable 

and don’t see them going 

above $3 for at least two 

years.   

 If you're interested in 

spearing for giant sturgeon, 

you don't have much time 



to apply.  The deadline is 

Monday to buy licenses for 

next February's spearing 

season on Lake Winnebago 

and its connected lakes up 

the Fox River.  Almost 14-

thousand people got 

licenses to spear last year -- 

and 703 fish were taken, 

including 19 that were 100 

pounds or larger.  

And in sports, the 

Milwaukee Bucks open their 

49th NBA season at home 

tonight against the 

Charlotte Hornets.   
 

 
Merrill teacher convicted in 
sex case News 10/27/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Found guilty of sexual 

assault in Lincoln County 

court, a former Merrill High 

School teacher will serve jail 

time.  26-year old Chase 

Tonar, a choir teacher at 

the school will also have 

three years probation and 

15 years on the sex offender 

registry.  Court documents 

show Tonar had sex with a 

student while he taught at 

Merrill and after he resigned 



last May. 

 

In Price County, one of 

three men who fled police, 

leading to an hours long 

manhunt took a no contest 

plea yesterday.  23-year old 

Daniel Schoonover of 

Orlando, Florida is charged 

with a felony for escaping 

criminal arrest and two 

misdeameanors of resisting 

and drug possession.  He’ll 

see jail time and pay 

restitution to the court.  He 

and two others were in a 

car stopped by police in 

Park Falls when they 

noticed LSD.  The trio ran 

into the woods prompting a 

multi-jurisdictional man 

hunt.  The other two 

suspects have court dates 

in the coming months.   

 

The Marathon County 

Board recently approved a 

wheel tax that goes into 

effect in December, 



expecting to collect over 

$3-million for road repairs.  

Voters in Wausau vote next 

month whether or not to 

add another $20 to that in 

a vehicle registration fee to 

work on city streets.  The 

county tax, unless it’s 

extended is supposed to 

run until next December.  

The Wausau measure would 

run three years, netting 

about $650,000 per year, 

which is still short of the 

maintenance budget.   

 

And in sports, the Bucks 

dropped their home 

opener last night to 

Charlotte 107-96.   
 

 
Donald Trump’s son stumps 
for his dad in the state News 10/27/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Donald Trump's son Eric 

stumped for his father in 

Bayside and Wauwatosa 

yesteday.  Meanwhile, 

Green Party presidential 

candidate Jill Stein 

canceled a visit to Madison 

today due to illness, but the 

rally is still on.  And 



Democrat Hillary Clinton's 

website shows her running 

mate Tim Kaine is planning 

events in Madison and 

Appleton next week to 

encourage Democrats to 

vote early. 

As state lawmakers work to 

address a shortage of rural 

doctors, Wisconsin health 

care institutions say they're 

dealing with it.  U-W 

Madison has had its 

Academy for Rural 

Medicine since 2007 -- and 

the school was just 

awarded a four year, 675-

thousand dollar federal 

grant to create more 

residency physicians in rural 

areas on a rotating basis.  

The Medical College of 

Wisconsin is training rural 

doctors at its new 

campuses in Green Bay 

and Wausau -- and the 

Marshfield and Monroe 

clinics, Aurora Health Care 

and Gundersen of La 



Crosse are all in various 

stages of developing new 

or expanded rural 

residency programs.  

Another 31-hundred-80 

acres of public land are 

about to go up for sale.  

The Natural Resouces Board 

approved the action 

yesterday, completing a 

requirement from G-O-P 

lawmakers that the D-N-R 

sell ten-thousand acres by 

next summer.  The mandate 

was part of the state 

budget passed in 2013, 

when Republicans 

expressed concerns about 

rising debt obligations from 

Wisconsin's Stewardship 

program that borrows 

money to preserve outdoor 

lands.  Of the seven-

thousand acres up for sale 

since 2014, a D-N-R official 

says it arranged contracts 

to sell about 900 of those 

acres for about one-million 

dollars.   



 

 
 

 
Wausau woman arrested News 10/28/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Three months ago 39-year 

old Mark Spietz of Kaukana 

was found guilty of burglary 

and theft at the home 

where teenage Ashley 

Martinson killed her parents 

last March.  Oneida County 

Court records show Spietz 

said he was securing the 

property following the 

crime for an asset 

management company 

that hired him.  Numerous 

items belonging to the 

deceased couple were 

taken before he was 

arrested.  He was 

sentenced yesterday to 30-

days in jail with work release 

privileges and 18 months 

probation.   

The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s department 

arrested the woman who 

left custody and cut off an 

ankle monitor following a 



doctor’s appointment.  34-

year old Macey Hardt of 

Wausau was in jail in a child 

support case and other 

crimes and removed the 

device yesterday, 

disappearing for about two 

hours before authorities 

caught up with her.   

Votes for Snoopy or Donald 

Duck won’t be counted in 

this year’s presidential 

election,  but the names of 

at least eight write-in 

candidates for that office 

will.  State law requires 

election clerks to only count 

write-in votes for 

candidates who file the 

paperwork to be registered.  

This is the first presidential 

election under that 2014 

law.  The deadline for 

candidates to submit the 

required paperwork was 

Tuesday and eight 

candidates met that 

deadline.  A ninth person 

may be on the ballot as 



well if their registration form 

was postmarked early 

enough.  The write-in 

candidates are Evan 

McMullin, Cherunda Fox, 

Michael Maturen, Marshall 

Schoenke, Chris Keniston, 

Laurence Kotlikoff, Tom 

Hoefling and Joseph 

Maldonado.  Write-in 

candidates for other offices 

have until Nov. 4th to 

register. 

 

 
State youth facilities in Irma 
under scrutiny News 10/28/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Advocates for young 

offenders say the state 

should close its juvenile 

correction facilities at Irma.  

Youth Justice Milwaukee 

says the Lincoln Hills boys' 

school is part of a "failed 

model that just can't be 

fixed." The majority of 

offenders at the Lincoln 

County facility and the 

adjacent Copper Hills girls' 

school are from Milwaukee 

County -- and the group 

says those young people 



should be rehabilitated in 

community settings near 

their homes.  Two federal 

investigations continue into 

alleged abuses of young 

offenders and civil rights' 

violations at Lincoln Hills.  

State officials say they've 

made large reforms and 

the governor and 

Legislature to spend an 

extra three-point-three-

million in the next two years 

to continue the reforms. 

It was one year ago 

tomorrow when 236 U-S 

House members chose 

Janesville Republican Paul 

Ryan as their speaker.  He 

called for a unity among his 

fellow Republicans that has 

yet to materialize, as 

evidenced by his rifts with 

his party's presidential 

nominee, Donald Trump.  

While still endorsing Trump, 

Ryan has kept his distance 

as he tries to convince 

voters to keep both houses 



in Republican hands -- and 

instead of campaigning 

with Trump, he's been 

pushing the conservative G-

O-P agenda House 

Republicans crafted a few 

months ago.  Conservative 

members who support 

Trump are upset about that, 

and they're now talking 

about replacing Ryan as 

speaker. 

Wisconsin utility regulators 

gave preliminary approval 

to rate increases of more 

than three-percent for Xcel 

Energy's electric and 

natural gas customers.  Xcel 

Energy's Wisconsin 

operation serves roughly 

the northwest quarter of the 

Badger State.  
 

 
Rusk Co. law officer dead News 10/31/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Rusk County sheriff’s 

deputy is dead and after a 

manhunt the suspect is in 

custody.  43-year old Doug 

Nitek was arrested at his 

home near Ladysmith 

yesterday morning, 



following the shooting 

Saturday night of 33-year 

old Dan Glaze, a seven 

year veteran law 

enforcement officer.  He 

was investigating a 

suspicious vehicle in a field 

when he was shot.   

 

Senator Ron Johnson took 

advantage of the Clinton 

campaign problems with a 

stop in Rhinelander over the 

weekend.  Johnson, facing 

the man he beat for the 

position, Russ Feingold in 

next week’s election, said 

there’s a system of justice 

for them and the Obama 

administration and one for 

the rest of us.  He also 

weighed in on local issues 

including broadband, 

wolves and logging.    
 

The state Republican Party 

announced presidential 

candidate Donald Trump 

and running mate Mike 



Pence will be in Eau Claire 

tomorrow night for a rally.   

Trump has made several 

visits to Wisconsin in recent 

months, where polls have 

shown him consistently 

behind Democratic 

nominee Hillary Clinton.  

Also on Tuesday, 

Democratic Vice 

Presidential candidate Tim 

Kaine will attend campaign 

events in Appleton and 

Madison. Clinton herself has 

not visited Wisconsin since 

before the April primary. 

Deer hunters in the state 

are reminded more than 40 

Wisconsin counties have a 

feeding ban, including 

Forest, Oneida and Vilas 

counties.  The ban is an 

effort to combat chronic 

wasting disease, which was 

discovered in two deer 

near Three Lakes.  Feeding 

and baiting can include 

leaving out corn, apples, 



salt and even mineral 

blocks.   

 

 
Lincoln Co. officials busy 
over the weekend  News 1/31/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Lincoln county sheriff’s 

deputies were busy over 

the weekend.  A 21-year 

old woman from merrill is in 

custody following a single 

vehicle crash early 

Saturday morning.  Callers 

reported the accident just 

after 5:00 on Hwy 64 and 

Snow Hill Road.  She was 

ticketed for a first offense 

OWI.   

Sunday morning a 51-year 

old Merrill woman was 

similarly cited when her car 

crashed just after one on 

County W and Deer Run 

Avenue.  A short time later 

a 34-year old Tomahawk 

man picked up a second 

OWI after being seen 

crossing the center line on 

Hwy A while driving.   

Russ Feingold's U-S Senate 

campaign announced it 



will give back 45-thousand 

dollars to donors who 

reportedly got bonuses 

from their bosses for giving 

to Democrats.  The Boston 

Globe reported the 

founding partner of Boston's 

Thornton Law Firm, his wife, 

and two top attorneys 

gave a total of one-point-

six million dollars to 

Democrats from 2010 

through 2014.  

Richland Center has a lot to 

be proud of on this 

Halloween. The small 

southwest Wisconsin city 

smashed a world pumpkin 

record yesterday, when 39-

hundred-75 pumpkins -- 

carved with faces -- 

touched each other in a 

long, curvy line at the city's 

Krouskop Park. Guinness 

judge Jimmy Coggins 

inspected the pumpkins to 

make sure one touched the 

next, as required.  It took 

him 90 minutes to verify the 



achievement and land 

surveyor Scott Warner 

certified the line and 

measured it at 34-hundred-

33 feet.  The new record is 

almost twice as much as 

the old mark of two-

thousand-15 pumpkins set 

one year ago in Hokkaido, 

Japan.  
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No motive in death of county 
sheriff News 11/1/16 6a,7a,8a  1:30 

There’s still no motive known 

behind the shooting of a 

Rusk County Sheriff’s deputy 

Dan Glaze.  The 33-year old 

was killed Saturday night 

investigating a suspicious 

vehicle in a field.  

Authorities arrested 43-year 

old Doug Nitek Sunday 

morning near Ladysmith 

and he’s awaiting charges.  



Law enforcement officers 

and community members 

gathered yesterday for a 

memorial.   

A 75-year old man died 

after being pulled from a 

burning car yesterday 

morning in Wausau.  Police 

reported the crash of a car 

in a parking lot across from 

Eastbay, causing the fire.  

Two people pulled the man 

out and were treated for 

burns.  The victim died later 

in the hospital.   

With a week to go before 

the presidential election, 

Governor Scott Walker will 

join Republican nominee 

Donald Trump when he 

campaigns in Eau Claire 

tonight.  House Speaker 

Paul Ryan is working for 

other GOP candidates out 

of the state and will not 

attend and Senator Ron 

Johnson hasn’t said 

whether or not he will join 



those at the rally.  

Democratic nominee Hillary 

Clinton meanwhile has 

been in Ohio, centering on 

gun control and accusing 

Trump of selling out to the 

gun lobby.   

Meanwhile Clinton 

supporters in Wisconsin 

accuse FBI Director James 

Comey of being 

irresponsible in revealing 

the agency reopened its 

investigation into her 

private email server.  US 

Senator Tammy Baldwin 

said even Comey admits he 

doesn’t know all the facts 

and whether the 

information is significant or 

not.  The emails were found 

on a computer used by 

Clinton aide Huma Abadein 

and her estranged 

husband, Anthony Weiner.   

 

  
Rhinelander woman speaks 
from prison News 11/1/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A Rhinelander teen who 

killed her mother and 

stepfather says she's happy 



in prison and believes her 

three younger sisters are 

safe because their parents 

are dead.  Ashlee 

Martinson tells the national 

syndicated T-V show "Crime 

Watch Daily" her stepfather 

Thomas Ayres was a 

"monster" and she wishes 

people could have seen 

how he was -- and she also 

insists she feels "free" to 

finally express her own 

thoughts.  The show 

interviewed Martinson by 

phone from the state 

women's prison at 

Taycheedah and it plans to 

air the segment today.  Her 

case made national news 

because she used to write 

a blog about death stories 

with the pseudo name 

"Vampchick."  She was 17 

when she shot Ayres to 

death and stabbed her 

mother more than 30 times 

before she locked her three 

younger sisters in a 



bedroom and fled with her 

boyfriend who was not 

charged in the deaths but 

was convicted of having 

sex with an underage girl. 

A fallen deputy has been 

honored with a long law 

enforcement procession 

from Saint Paul, Minnesota 

past his sheriff's office in 

Ladysmith.  A church 

service is planned Friday for 

Deputy Dan Glaze in his 

hometown of Cameron in 

Barron County.  A 

candlelight vigil is planned 

Friday night in Ladysmith 

where Glaze served as a 

Rusk County officer.  He was 

shot and killed Saturday 

night south of Ladysmith 

while checking out a 

suspicious vehicle near the 

home of the alleged killer, 

43-year-old Douglas Nitek.  

Charges have not been 

filed in the case as of early 

this morning. 

 



  
Wis. Is a key state in election News 11/2/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin is becoming key 

in the presidential election.  

Hillary Clinton’s running 

mate, Tim Kaine was in 

Appleton yesterday telling 

voters it’s critical for 

Democrats to keep the 

White House.  Polls have 

consistently shown Clinton 

leading Republican Donald 

Trump in the state.  

Meanwhile, on the other 

side of the state in Eau 

Claire, Trump said if early 

voters have what he called, 

“buyer’s remorse”, given all 

the scandals surrounding 

Clinton’s campaign, early 

votes can be re-cast.  

Wisconsin is one of a 

handful of states that allows 

ballots to be changed.  

Election officials show over 

half a million votes have 

already been cast here.   

 

Driving through Rhinelander 

will be tied up two more 

weeks as the downtown 



construction is a bit behind 

schedule.  Weather delays 

and some added work 

pushed things back to 

November 18th.  Officials 

hope to have all streets 

open by the end of next 

week. 

 

As Rhinelander searches for 

a new police chief with 

Michael Steffes resigning, 

Merrill will get a new chief 

as well.  Ken Neff 

announced his retirement 

earlier this year effective in 

mid-March after 35 years of 

service.  Now, Captain 

Corey Bennett will take the 

position in a move 

approved by the Police 

and Fire Commission. 

 

Protests of the Dakota 

Access Pipeline will affect 

prices at the pump soon.  

An explosion late yesterday 

at a line that delivers about 

a third of the fuel used on 



the east coast will 

dramatically affect prices.  

Over $10-million has already 

been borrowed to police 

the protests where 

thousands of American 

Indians and others are 

trying to stop construction 

of the four state pipeline.   
 

 Tomahawk man charged in 
death of infant 
 News 11/2/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A 20-year old Tomahawk 

man faces several felony 

charges following the 

death of a 23-day old 

infant.  Henry Hughes is in 

custody as Tomahawk 

police wrap up their 

investigation.  Chief Al Elvins 

says further charges may 

be forthcoming.  Hughes is 

presently charged with first 

degree reckless homicide, 

physical abuse of a child 

and battery.  Online court 

records show Hughes also 

awaiting sentencing for an 

injury auto accident and 

possession of drug 

paraphernalia.   

The five-year-old son of a 



Rusk County sheriff's deputy 

had a happy Halloween, 

despite losing his father last 

Saturday.  About 40 area 

police officers, sheriff's 

deputies, state troopers 

and D-N-R wardens took 

young Levi Glaze trick or 

treating in his hometown of 

Cameron in northwest 

Wisconsin.  State trooper 

Jodie Kummet, who 

organized the event, said 

homes had blue lights on to 

honor Deputy Dan Glaze, 

who was killed while 

checking out a suspicious 

vehicle south of Ladysmith.  

Kummet said the response 

was overwhelming and it 

made the day special for 

young Levi amid sadness in 

his family and his 

community.  A church 

service is planned Friday to 

honor Dan Glaze and the 

suspect in the case -- 

Douglas Nitek -- still did not 

have charges listed on the 



state's online court records 

as of early this morning. 

A longtime paper industry 

executive will be in charge 

of keeping Wisconsin forests 

in top shape.  The D-N-R 

named consultant Fred 

Souba, Junior as the state's 

new chief forester, 

replacing Paul DeLong -- 

who left to become a 

senior vice president with 

the American Forest 

Foundation.  
 

  
Oneida Co. deputy arrested News  11/3/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A nearly year long 

investigation by the Wood 

and Portage County 

sheriff’s departments ended 

with the arrest of a veteran 

Oneida County deputy.  40-

year old Sara Welcenbach, 

formerly Sara Gardner 

faces two counts of 

misconduct in public office, 

accused of stealing money 

from confidential funds 

connected to the drug unit 

that she ran between 2010 

and 2014.  A detective 



sergeant, she was a 14-year 

member of the 

department.  Sheriff Grady 

Hartman a trust was 

violated and steps have 

been taken to ensure 

something like this never 

happens again.  The 

Attorney General’s office is 

expected to prosecute the 

case. 

Vice President Joe Biden 

will campaign for Hillary 

Clinton in Wisconsin 

tomorrow.  While a time 

and location hasn’t been 

released yet, staffers say 

he’ll attend a rally in 

Madison and keep pushing 

the party line for early 

voting.  In the final 

Marquette Law School poll 

released last night, Clinton 

maintains her lead over 

Republican Donald Trump 

by six points and sees 

Wisconsin’s long 

democratic tradition going 

in her favor.  Trump, 



meanwhile has not taken 

the bait in recent days as 

Democrats have tried to 

once again put this 

treatment of women at the 

center of his campaign. He 

has not addressed the 

matter, instead focusing on 

criticisms of The Affordable 

Care Act and the 

investigation into Clinton's 

private email server. 

And for the first time in over 

a century, the Chicago 

Cubs are world champions, 

beating the Cleveland 

Indians through a rain delay 

and extra innings last night, 

winning the World Series 8-7. 
 

  
Rhinelander alderman 
cleared of charges News 11/3/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Two Rhinelander aldermen, 

accused of violating the 

state’s open records law 

have been cleared.  

Oneida County DA Mike 

Schiek ruled Tom Gleason 

and Steve Sauer actually 

had permission from former 

city administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner to release 



information regarding her 

evaluation.  Alderman Mark 

Pelletier brought the 

complaint after the two, in 

violation of a gag order on 

the proceedings, released 

their evaluations.  

Aschenbrenner was 

released from her position in 

August with Gleason and 

Sauer the only two council 

members voting against the 

termination.   

Donald Trump's support has 

grown a little among his 

fellow Republican voters in 

Wisconsin.  But a new 

Marquette Law School poll 

still shows one of every five 

G-O-P voters do not plan to 

choose their party's 

nominee for president on 

Tuesday.  That's opposed to 

one of every ten Democrats 

who won't vote for Hillary 

Clinton and the extra 

support in her own party is 

one reason she's leading in 

the Badger State by 46-to-



40 percent.  The final 

Marquette poll before the 

election shows Trump still 

has a 12-percent lead 

among rural voters, while 

Clinton has a 27-percent 

edge in cities and suburbs. 

Half of Wisconsin's 

registered voters in the 

Marquette poll say they're 

bothered by Democrat 

Hillary Clinton's use of a 

private email server as 

secretary of state -- and 68-

percent still won't describe 

her as honest, while 61-

percent don't trust the 

Republican Trump. Still, 

Clinton has led in all 13 

Marquette polls this year. 

Those numbers also show 

the US Senate race with 

incumbent Republican Ron 

Johnson and Democrat 

Russ Feingold statistically 

tied. 
 

  
One person dead following 
single car crash News 11/4/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 One person is dead 

following a single vehicle 

crash yesterday morning.  



The Vilas county Sheriff’s 

department reported the 

incident just before 7:30 

when a pickup left 

Sundstein Road in the town 

of Lincoln and struck a tree.  

The driver was pronounced 

dead at the scene and the 

name has not yet been 

released.   

Storm damage to some 

Oneida county roads last 

month have doubled the 

estimated repair costs.  

Washouts to Cross Country, 

Spafford and Tenderfoot 

roads in the town of Stella 

caused over $21,000 worth 

of damage.  The town has 

applied for state aid to help 

with the costs.   

Incumbent Congressman 

Sean Duffy met his 

challenger, Mary Hoeft in a 

debate in Wausau last 

night.  Nearly a dozen 

topics were discussed in the 

90-minute meeting ranging 

from the presidential 



candidates, rising 

healthcare costs and gun 

control to the Trans Pacific 

Partnership, minimum 

wage, immigration and 

student loans.  Duffy’s been 

in Washington since 2011.  

Hoeft is a UW-Barron 

County communications 

professor.   

The Wisconsin based Kohl's 

Department Store chain will 

not follow the lead of those 

who plan to close on 

Thanksgiving and save its 

Black Friday bargains for 

that day.  Company 

officials in Menomonee Falls 

say they'll offer "doorbuster" 

type deals the entire 

holiday week and its stores 

will open at six o'clock 

Thanksgiving night. Retailers 

have taken criticism in 

recent years from those 

upset that shoppers and 

store employees are being 

pulled away from their 

families on Thanksgiving. 



The Mall of America in 

neighboring Minnesota said 

a few weeks ago it would 

shut down for the Thursday 

holiday. 
 
 

  
Presidential candidate to 
make one more stop In state News  11/4/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Republican Donald Trump 

plans to return to Wisconsin 

Sunday to make a final 

pitch to voters in advance 

of Tuesday's presidential 

election.  His campaign 

says Trump will speak in 

West Allis, but no other 

details were immediately 

released.  The G-O-P 

nominee has made several 

visits in recent weeks to 

campaign for the state's 

ten electoral votes -- which 

have gone to the 

Democrats since 1988.  The 

Trump visit comes on the 

heels of a new Marquette 

Law School poll in which he 

trails Democrat Hillary 

Clinton by six percentage 

points in the Badger State -- 

and Vice President Joe 



Biden campaigns for 

Clinton today in Madison. 

There's a growing buzz in 

Washington that the first U-S 

House speaker from 

Wisconsin may soon leave 

that post.  The D-C news 

outlet "The Hill" says at least 

four House Republicans 

expect Paul Ryan of 

Janesville to step down 

from the post after 

Tuesday's elections.  They 

say it will be very difficult for 

him to get a House majority 

of 218 votes in January that 

he'll need to win another 

two year term.  Ryan said 

this week he's fully 

confident he'll keep his 

post.  

The DNR will continue 

collecting deer heads 

through the upcoming gun 

season in Oneida, Vilas and 

Forest counties in their effort 

to combat chronic wasting 

disease.  This is in response 

to two deer harvested in 



Oneida County testing 

positive for the disease late 

last year.  This is in addition 

to the feeding ban already 

in place.  Samples will be 

collected at locations in 

Rhinelander, Three Lakes, 

Eagle River and Crandon. 
 

  
Body of man found in house 
fire News 11/7/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The body of a man was 

discovered in the remains 

of a home destroyed by fire 

over the weekend in Clark 

County.  The fire was 

reported to Owen police 

around three Saturday 

morning on the 400 block of 

Bjornstad Street.  The house 

was engulfed in flames 

when firefighters arrived 

and the body was found 

later.  The state fire marshal 

is investigating and the 

victim has not been 

named. 

A drug bust in Wausau early 

Saturday morning led to the 

arrest of two men.  A search 

warrant was executed 



about 5:30 at a home on 

the 1300 block of North 3rd 

street where police 

discovered marijuana, 

mushrooms and 

methamphetamine.  The 

two are facing numerous 

drug charges.   

Two people were seriously 

hurt in a motorcycle crash 

in Marathon County 

yesterday.  The Sheriff’s 

department reported the 

accident just before 4:00 at 

the highways 29 and 97 

intersection.  Few details of 

the crash were available 

but one of the victims was 

airlifted to Marshfield.   

The last time Wisconsin 

voters split their choices for 

the two offices was in 1968, 

when they endorsed G-O-P 

President Richard Nixon and 

Senate Democrat Gaylord 

Nelson.  When the 

presidency and the U-S 

Senate are on the ballot, 



Wisconsinites most often 

elect people of the same 

party to those posts.  It may 

happen tomorrow as polls 

show Democrat Hillary 

Clinton still leading 

Republican challenger 

Donald Trump and 

Democrat Russ Feingold is 

one slim point ahead of 

GOP incumbent Senator 

Ron Johnson in the Senate 

race.   

And in sports the Packers 

drop to third in the division 

with a 31-26 loss to the 

Colts. 
 

  
Wis. A key state in 
presidential election  News 1/7/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin could be one of 

three to four states that 

decide tomorrow's 

presidential election.  Iowa 

Republican strategist Steve 

Grubbs says Donald Trump's 

winning scenarios all seem 

to have the Badger State as 

being pivotal.  Virginia 

poltical analyst Larry 

Sabato says Hillary Clinton 

appears to be holding her 



own throughout the Rust 

Belt -- including Wisconsin, 

where last week's 

Marquette Law School poll 

gave her a six point lead.  

Clinton's running mate, Tim 

Kaine, campaigned Sunday 

in La Crosse, Green Bay, 

and Milwaukee, while 

Trump called off a visit to 

West Allis.  Clinton herself 

has not been in Wisconsin 

since the April primary -- 

and if she doesn't make a 

last minute appearance, 

Clinton would be the first 

major White House 

candidate since 1972 to 

stay away. 

DNR Secretary Kathy Stepp 

and Deputy Secretary Kurt 

Thiede will be in Minocqua 

this week for the Governer’s 

Northern Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Summit.  They’ll join other 

cabinet members for 

several stops Wednesday 

through Friday.  Agenda 



items include broadband 

expansion, forestry, 

revitalizing the Wisconsin 

River, ATV trails and more.  

Also, the city of Rhinelander 

is being recognized for the 

work done on the Pelican 

Rapids boat landing.   

Rhinelander Police will 

again take part in the, 

“Shop With A Cop” 

program.  Joined by city 

firefighters, officials take a 

group of area third graders 

Christmas shopping.  

Designed for hard working, 

less fortunate children, the 

day, which is December 

10th, begins with breakfast, 

shopping and gift 

wrapping.  The program is 

supported through 

donations and contributions 

from the public and area 

businesses.   
 

  
Election clerks took in record 
number of absintee ballots in 
the state News 11/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Election clerks in Wisconsin 

took in record numbers of 

absentee ballots.  The 

Wisconsin Elections 



Commission reported 

almost 798-thousand ballots 

were been returned as of 

yesterday.  That's well 

above the previous high of 

659-thousand in the 2012 

presidential contest.  

Absentee voters have until 

the end of today to return 

their ballots to clerk's offices 

or polling places.  On 

Friday, Republican state 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos said he wanted to 

scale back early voting 

again, to give big cities and 

small towns an equal 

chance to vote absentee.  

Critics immediately 

accused Vos of trying to 

suppress Democratic votes.  

Republicans downplayed a 

partisan impact from the 

absentee voting.   

Wisconsin public schools will 

ask their taxpayers to 

approve almost one-and-

one-quarter-billion dollars 

for building projects and 



operational tax increases.  

Almost 70 school 

referendums are on the 

ballots today.  There are 42 

proposals to borrow money 

for new and remodeled 

buildings, totaling more 

than one-billion dollars.  

Twenty-six districts are also 

asking people to give their 

schools more than the state 

mandated revenue limits to 

keep their programs 

operating.  

The Vilas County Sheriff’s 

department identified the 

victim of a one vehicle 

crash last week in the town 

of Lincoln.  56-year old 

Michael Dempsey died 

when his pickup left 

Sundstein Road and struck 

a tree. 

Gas prices average $2.16 a 

gallon across the north and 

the Triple A indicates it 

could drop to $2 in the not 

too distant future.  Crude oil 

prices tumbled to six week 



lows last week due to 

record high inventories in 

the US. 
 

  
7/10 adults voted in election News 1/8/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Almost seven of every ten 

Wisconsin adults will have 

voted in today's elections, 

including the nearly 800-

thousand who voted early. 

Republicans will try to win 

the state's ten presidential 

electoral votes for the first 

time since Ronald Reagan 

in 1984 and Donald Trump is 

trying to become only the 

third Republican since 1960 

to carry the Badger State.  

Polls give Democrat Hillary 

Clinton a slight lead in 

Wisconsin -- and the state's 

U-S Senate contest is so 

close, it's considered a 

tossup by some pundits.  

Incumbent Ron Johnson is 

trying to become the first 

state Republican since Bob 

Kasten in 1980 to win a 

Senate post in a 

presidential year -- and if 

Democrat Russ Feingold 



defeats Johnson, he would 

be the first since 1934 to win 

back any U-S Senate seat 

after losing it six years 

earlier.  State officials 

expect a record three-

point-one million 

Wisconsinites to vote and 

the polls are open until 

eight tonight. 

Wisconsin will get at least 

one new U-S House 

member after today's 

elections.  Voters in the 

northeast part of the state 

will choose a replacement 

for Republican Reid Ribble, 

who's stepping down after 

six years.  Former veteran 

and Walker presidential 

campaign aide Mike 

Gallagher of Green Bay has 

had a spirited contest 

against Democrat Tom 

Nelson, a former state 

Assembly Speaker and 

current Outagamie County 

executive.  

Rhinelander’s Police and 



Fire Commission named 

Captain Ron Luenburg 

interim chief as they begin 

the search to replace Mike 

Steffes who resigned to 

work with the Justice 

Department in Madison. 
 

  
State voters play a big part 
in presidential election  News 11/9/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin figured 

prominently in Donald 

Trump’s ascent to the 

presidency.  Those 10 

electoral votes put him over 

the 270 mark, beating back 

the long and often bitter 

challenge in the race 

against Hillary Clinton.  In his 

speech early this morning 

he said it wasn’t a 

campaign as much as it 

was a movement by the 

people.  The last time a 

GOP candidate won 

Wisconsin was in 1984 with 

Ronald Reagan.  House 

Speaker Paul Ryan, who 

easily won re-election in his 

district, called the president 

elect with congratulations.   

7th District Congressman 



Sean Duffy was re-elected 

and in the 8th District, where 

Republican Reid Ribble 

stepped down, GOP 

candidate Mike Gallagher 

was elected, defeating 

Tom Nelson.   

Closer to home in the US 

Senate race, Republican 

Ron Johnson beat Russ 

Feingold a second time, 

having unseated the three 

term Democrat in 2010. 

State Senate Republican 

Tom Tiffany of Hazelhurst 

wins a second term.  And 

for a third time, State 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen returns to 

Madison. 

In the Oneida County 

Clerk’s race, Tracy Hartman 

beat back the write-in 

campaign of Kerri Ison. 

The municipal referendum 

in Lake Tomahawk passed 

by a large margin while 

Three Lakes had two 

questions, approving 



expansion of their library 

and saying “no” by a dozen 

votes to replace their town 

office, police department 

and community building.  

The Elcho School District 

says “yes” to two proposals 

before voters.   

In the 85th Assembly district, 

Pat Snyder defeated 

Mandy Wright and in the 

35th, Incumbent Mary Czaja 

keeps her seat, defeating 

Democratic challenger 

Renea Frederick.   
 

  
Gov. Walker lauds the 
presidential winner News 11/9/16 12n,5p 1:30 

  Governor Scott Walker 

calls Donald Trump's 

presidential victory a "win 

for taxpayers and a win for 

America." Walker -- the first 

of 17 Republican White 

House candidates to drop 

out of the race -- 

encouraged his party 

leaders to look to Wisconsin, 

tweeting that the G-O-P 

should "make the decisions 

needed to enact serious 

reforms, just like in the 



Badger State." Last Sunday, 

former G-O-P House 

Speaker Newt Gingrich said 

that if Trump wins, the 

nation would go through an 

assault on labor unions like 

Wisconsin saw five years 

ago with Walker's Act Ten 

public union limits -- and 

Gingrich predicted massive 

protests similar to what 

Madison had. But that 

didn't sway Wisconsin voters 

who went with Trump, 

reelected U-S Senate 

Republican Ron Johnson, 

and increased the 

Republican majorities in the 

state Legislature with their 

largest majorities in 

decades as the G-O-P 

continues the nearly 

complete control it's had in 

state government since 

2011.  

 Wisconsin public school 

voters were in a generous 

mood, as many of the 

state's largest building and 



tax increase referendums 

were approved. But in 

Chippewa Falls, voters said 

no to Wisconsin's largest 

proposal -- 159 million 

dollars of borrowing for a 

new high school, a rebuilt 

elementary school, and 

renovations of other 

facilities.   Voters in Elcho 

approved not one but two 

school referenda, the first 

seeking $18-million to help 

repair the district building 

inside and out.  The second 

allows the revenue limits to 

be exceeded by half a 

million the next three years 

for operational expenses. 
 

  
State politician resigning in 
Jan.  News 11/10/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Department 

of Veterans Affairs secretary 

John Scocos is resigning in 

January.  Governor Scott 

Walker made the 

announcement yesterday.  

A news release did not 

state why the secretary was 

resigning, but Scocos 

stated, "We have made an 



unprecedented difference 

for Wisconsin's veterans 

over the last six years, and I 

thank Governor Walker for 

the opportunity to serve.” 

Turnout for the presidential 

election in Wisconsin 

appears to be a 20-year 

low.  Based on unofficial 

results, turnout in Tuesday's 

election was about 66 

percent of the voting age 

populations.  Nearly all 

precincts were reporting 

yesterday morning.  More 

than two-point-nine million 

people voted in Wisconsin's 

Senate race, about three-

thousand more than did in 

the presidential.  The 

Wisconsin Elections 

Commission predicted 

about three-point-one 

million would cast ballots, 

which would have been 

roughly a 69 percent 

turnout.  If that number 

holds, it will be the lowest 

since 1996 when turnout 



was 58 percent. 

Despite last summer’s 

storms that severely 

damaged roads and trails 

across northern Wisconsin, 

most trails are open and 

work continues to clear the 

damage and make repairs.  

Some trail sections will be 

closed when winter gets 

here and the DNR notes 

those closures will only be 

where necessary for safety 

reasons.  Most of the work is 

being done in Ashland, 

Bayfield and Sawyer 

counties.  All trails will be 

open in Douglas County.  

Most of the repairs are 

done by local and federal 

agencies with the help of 

clubs and volunteers.  

People are encouraged to 

check conditions online at 

travelwisconsin.com. 

 

  
More funding is on the News 1/10/16 12n,5p 1:30  More money for private 



agenda for the state in 2017 schools and state highways 

are among the items on the 

G-O-P's plate going into the 

next year's Wisconsin 

legislative session.  That's 

according to Assembly and 

Senate leaders who were 

both given larger 

Republican majorities in 

Tuesday's elections.  Senate 

G-O-P leader Scott 

Fitzgerald says he'd like to 

come up with a 

compromise to the party's 

internal disagreements 

about road funding -- 

perhaps by raising taxes for 

highway projects while 

cutting taxes elsewhere.  

And he might push for more 

limits on "prevailing wage" 

laws that set minimum pay 

scales for contractors that 

build roads and public 

buildings.  There's also 

renewed talk of doing 

away with the state's 

longtime minimum market 

laws, regulating high 



capacity water wells and 

letting teachers carry 

concealed weapons in 

their school buildings. 

The head of Wisconsin's only 

major independent 

statewide poll says a 

subcommittee in his industry 

will crunch the numbers 

and find out why so many 

polls were so far off.  The 

Marquette Law School poll 

had Democrat Hillary 

Clinton leading by six points 

just one week before 

Tuesday's elections -- but 

the actual results gave 

Donald Trump a four point 

victory.  Charles Franklin tells 

said a late surge of Trump 

voters might have been a 

problem for the forecasters.  

He cited exit polls showing 

that 14-percent of voters 

did not make up their minds 

until the final week -- and 

almost six of every ten of 

those went for Trump.  

And in sports, the 



Milwaukee Bucks close out 

their two game season 

series with New Orleans 

tonight at home. 
 

  
Milwaukee Co. sheriff could 
wind up in D.C.  News 11/11/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Milwaukee County Sheriff 

David Clarke could wind up 

in Washington, D-C soon.  

Politico is reporting he is a 

possible candidate to 

become Homeland 

Security secretary under 

President-elect Donald 

Trump.  Another possibility 

for the post is reported to 

be New Jersey Governor 

Chris Christie.  Clarke is in his 

fourth term as Milwaukee 

County sheriff and is a 

registered Democrat, 

though he campaigned for 

Trump and spoke at the 

Republican National 

Convention this year.  

Governor Scott Walker’s 

name has also come up for 

a cabinet post but 

yesterday in Minocqua, 

Walker said he’s staying 

home.  He was asked at the 



Northern Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Summit if he’d accept a 

position in the new 

administration.  Walker 

stated next year he’s chair 

of the Republican 

Governor’s Association and 

can do more for the state 

and the country as 

Governor. 

A Wisconsin appeals court 

voided a nearly $300,000 

judgment for demonstrators 

who were cited for holding 

signs during massive 

protests at the state Capitol 

over Gov. Scott Walker's 

collective bargaining 

restrictions in 2011.  Six 

protesters filed a lawsuit 

alleging state regulations 

prohibiting displaying a sign 

without a permit in areas of 

the Capitol violated clearly 

established free speech 

rights.  A Dane County 

judge awarded the 

protesters $289,812.  The 4th 



District Court of Appeals 

tossed out the judgment 

yesterday.  The court found 

that it wasn't clearly 

established at the time of 

the protests the state's 

regulations weren't valid 

restrictions on time, place 

and manner of speech.  

The protesters' attorney, 

didn't return a message left 

at his office. 

 

  
A new state initiative for 
workers in the sate News 11/11/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 In an effort to address a 

growing shortage of 

workers in the North and 

other rural areas, Governor 

Scott Walker announced a 

new $10-million initiative 

yesterday.  At the Northern 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Summit in 

Minocqua Walker said the 

plan is designed to help 

businesses create more jobs 

for low and moderate 

income workers.  A training 

component is also 

included.   



The final numbers are in 

from this week's public 

school referendums in 

Wisconsin, as voters 

approved 55 of 67 

proposals to borrow for new 

buildings and raise taxes 

beyond state limits to keep 

programs going. All told, 

voters approved 980-million 

dollars in bonding and local 

tax hikes.  The Wisconsin 

Taxpayers Alliance noted 

the referendum approvals 

show the public has a 

better knowledge of the 

financial restraints put on by 

state lawmakers of both 

parties in recent years. 

State officials say more than 

half of the 424 Wisconsin 

public school districts have 

had local referendums 

approved over the last four 

years. 

The final step for Expera 

Specialty Solutions taking 

ownership of the former 

Printpack building in 



Rhinelander comes on 

Tuesday as Oneida county 

board supervisors meet at 

the plant for the check 

presentation, handing over 

the keys and a tour of the 

plant.  The company filed 

for a conditional use permit 

to modify parts of the 

facility but couldn’t formally 

pursue anything until they 

actually owned it.   

Another Wisconsin tree is 

headed to the Blue Room 

at the White House for 

Christmas.  A cutting 

ceremony is set for next 

week at the Whispering 

Pines Tree Farm in Oconto.   
 

  
President Trump makes 
moves within his staff News 11/14/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 President-elect Donald 

Trump named Republican 

Party Chairman Reince 

Priebus as his White House 

chief of staff and 

conservative media 

executive Stephen Bannon 

as his senior counselor.  The 

moves are Trump's first as he 

sets about putting together 



his administration.  In 

selecting Priebus, Trump is 

turning to a Washington 

veteran with deep ties to 

Republican leadership, 

particularly House Speaker 

Paul Ryan.  Bannon ran the 

conservative website 

Breitbart before joining 

Trump's presidential 

campaign during the 

general election.  Neither 

has significant governing 

experience.   In a 

statement, Trump said 

Priebus and Bannon are 

"highly qualified leaders 

who worked well together 

on our campaign." 

About 3.6 million 

smoke/carbon monoxide 

detectors are being 

recalled because the alarm 

could fail to work.   The 

recall involves Kidde 

NightHawk talking combo 

smoke or carbon monoxide 

alarms sold at electrical 

distributors, home centers 



nationwide and online at 

Amazon.com from June 

2004 through December 

2010.  The products have 

the model number KN-

COSM-IB.  The alarm can 

fail to continue to chirp 

when it reaches its seven-

year end of life if the 

batteries are replaced, 

leading consumers to 

believe it is still working.  

That means there’s a risk 

that customers would not 

be alerted to a fire or 

carbon monoxide incident 

in their home. 

The Milwaukee Brewers 

extended the contract of 

manager Craig Counsell 

through the 2020 season.  

Counsell became the 19th 

manager in franchise history 

last May, replacing Ron 

Roenicke, who was fired 

after the Brewers got off to 

a 7-18 start that season.  

The Brewers started a 

rebuild of the franchise 



shortly after Counsell joined 

the team. 
 

  
Merrill teen injured in 
accident  News  11/14/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A 19-year old Merrill 

woman was injured 

yesterday morning in a one 

vehicle accident.  Just after 

9:00 a cell call to the 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department reported a 

vehicle left the road and 

rolled on County FF, just 

east of Hwy 107.  The driver 

refused medical transport. 

Rhinelander’s city council 

debates the new budget 

tonight and despite 

expenditure increases and 

other factors, property 

values also went up and 

that led to a drop in the mill 

rate to city residents.  On 

average it’s a $7 drop per 

$100,000 for homeowners.   

Gas prices in Wisconsin are 

about 13-cents below the 

national average.  The state 

Triple-A this morning found 

the price per gallon sliding 

toward the $2.00 mark.  The 



statewide average is $2.03 

with stations across the 

North running about $2.13 

for unleaded regular.  Gas 

Buddy dot come finds the 

drops are a national trend 

and the only stations with 

prices below $2 right now 

are in the Milwaukee area.   

Wisconsin's Scott Walker will 

be elected as the new 

chairman of the Republican 

Governors Association this 

week and he admits a 

tough challenge in 

boosting G-O-P leadership 

around the country.  Thirty-

three of the 50 states will 

have Republican governors 

next year, the most since 

the 1920s -- and two states 

will have gubernatorial 

contests in 2017, with 36 

others in 2018.  Walker says 

the futures of G-O-P 

statehouse leaders will 

hinge greatly on the 

policies adopted by 

President Elect Donald 



Trump and his fellow 

Republican majorities in 

both houses of Congress.  
 

  
Former director of Mercer 
Chamber free on bond  News 11/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The former director of the 

Mercer Chamber of 

Commerce is free on bond 

after an investigation 

revealed missing money 

and identity theft.  45-year 

old Tina Brunell is accused 

of three felonies for 

allegedly stealing 

thousands of dollars from 

the organization.  A 15-year 

employee at the Chamber, 

the last six as its director, 

Brunell was fired last month.  

In a letter to its members, 

board president Vic 

Ouimette said insurance 

should cover the losses and 

business continues in 

supporting their members.  

She’ll be back in Iron 

County Court next month. 

There won’t be a new 

softball field at Pioneer Park 

in Rhinelander in the near 



future.  The city council last 

night cited the lack of a 

contract with the School 

District for additional uses.  

The current pact only 

applies existing facilities.  

The district approached the 

city earlier this year about 

building a new field at 

Pioneer, which met 

immediate criticism from 

the Hodag Farmer’s Market 

and Oneida County Fair.  

The council also approved 

a budget that, as reported 

yesterday, will drop the mill 

rate in the city for next year.   

Southbound traffic on Hwy 

51 was tied up early this 

morning following the crash 

of a semi truck.  Shortly after 

12:30 emergency crews 

were dispatched to the 

intersection of 51 and Hwy 

29 where the trailer was 

blocking two lanes.  No 

word on the cause of the 

accident of condition of 



the driver.   

U-W Madison researchers 

will try to find out how the 

state's voter I-D law 

affected the low turnout in 

last Tuesday's presidential 

elections. 
 

 
Obamacare still a hot topic News 11/15/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Republicans may have to 

tread more carefully than 

expected as they vow to 

end Obamacare.  That's 

because 59 of the state's 72 

counties that President 

Elect Donald Trump carried 

last week generally have 

higher percentages of 

people who get their 

required insurance from the 

Affordable Care Act.  Many 

are in rural areas, especially 

in the north where Vilas 

County has almost ten 

percent of its residents on 

Obamacare -- much higher 

than the statewide average 

of four percent.  State 

Senate Republican Tom 

Tiffany of Hazelhurst says the 



big question is where 

people will get their 

catastrophic health care -- 

and he says it would help to 

cut regulations and give 

incentives to smaller 

clinics for preventative 

care.  Last week, Trump said 

he would consider 

keeping a mandate that 

insurers cover those with 

preexisting conditions -- but 

health advocates say it 

would put a squeeze on 

insurers' revenues, as 

younger people would no 

longer have to buy 

coverage and help pay to 

treat older and sicker 

residents. 

More of us will hit the road 

next week for Thanksgiving. 

 The Triple-"A" finds 48-point-

seven million Americans will 

go at least 50 miles from 

home sometime during the 

Thanksgiving weekend -- a 

one-point-nine-percent 

increase from last year.  The 



Triple-"A" no longer gives 

state travel estimates, as it 

examines a wider array of 

traffic trends -- but if 

Wisconsin follows the 

national increase, almost 

979-thousand state 

residents will go away for 

Thanksgiving, based on last 

year's numbers. The auto 

club credits the national 

jump to stronger consumer 

confidence, rising wages, 

and higher spending.  
 

 
Accidental shooting victim News 11/16/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

In what’s being called an 

accidental shooting, a 4-

year old Antigo boy 

remains in intensive care in 

Marshfield after being shot 

in the head.  Micha 

Zahringer found the 

weapon last week and shot 

himself at his home.  He’s in 

stable condition with a 

serious brain injury.   

 

Rhinelander’s Streetscape 

project downtown is about 

to head into the winter on 



hold.  A review yesterday 

determined most of the 

major work is complete with 

replacing utilities, new 

pavement and sidewalks.  

But delays will push the rest 

of it to next year.  Several 

roads need to be finished 

and the decorative work 

done, including along the 

Davenport Street bridge, 

which will close again and 

that’s expected to resume 

next spring.  In the 

meantime, the project is 

being blamed for flooding 

to the basement of the 

State Theater.  Owner Mike 

Rouman filed a claim with 

the city that’s now well over 

$100,000 since mold is 

rapidly expanding in the 

building.  The contractor 

and subcontractors deny 

responsibility, as does the 

city.  Several other claims 

were filed against the city 

but were denied. 

 



State Senator Tom Tiffany 

called on Congress to pass 

US Senator Ron Johnson’s 

bill to remove the gray wolf 

off the endangered species 

list.  In a news release the 

Hazelhurst Republican said 

the federal government has 

failed residents of the Great 

Lakes region on this issue.  

Wisconsin is one of about a 

dozen states with a large 

population of wolves that 

are allegedly affecting the 

number of wildlife and farm 

animals.  Tiffany said the bill, 

which was introduced last 

November, would return 

control of the animals to 

the states.   
 

 
Wis. Schools could get more 
state funding News 11/16/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin public schools 

would get an extra 707-

million dollars in the next 

two years, under a budget 

request from State 

Superintendent Tony Evers.  

Governor Scott Walker said 

he would invest more in the 

next state budget to help 



"every child succeed" -- 

and Evers asked Walker 

yesterday to provide more 

equal school funding 

throughout the state with a 

greater emphasis on 

schools in rural areas and 

those with high poverty.  

Evers, who now has four 

challengers in a primary for 

reelection next February, 

also expressed concerns 

that richer school districts 

are getting ahead of 

poorer ones as the result of 

more local referendums in 

which voters approved 800-

million dollars in tax hikes 

and building improvements 

last week alone.  Evers' 

budget request would raise 

state funding for public 

schools by two-point-seven-

percent next year and five-

point-four-percent the 

following year.  Among 

other things, he wants 

funding boosts for special 

education and English 



classes. 

If you’re a frequent flyer out 

of the Central Wisconsin 

Airport in Mosinee, long 

security lines could be a 

thing of the past.  

Enrollment in the TSA 

PreCheck is underway and 

ends Friday.  Applicants 

can sign up on CWA’s 

website or try a walk-in 

appointment.  Approved 

travelers can get through 

security faster and can 

leave items like shoes and 

jackets on while being 

screened.  You’ll need 

proper identification and 

answer some questions 

when applying.  The 

process will also set you 

back $85 but successful 

applicants have five years 

of faster boarding.   

And in sports, the Bucks 

take on the Hawks in 

Atlanta 

 
Former Wis. Politician has 
passed away News 11/17/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Former Wisconsin 

congressman 



and defense secretary 

Melvin Laird has died at 

age 94.  Laird, from 

Marshfield, was a 

decorated sailor in World 

War II, state senator, U.S. 

congressman and secretary 

of defense under President 

Richard Nixon in the late 

1960s and early 1970s.  He 

died at a hospital in Florida. 

Senator Tammy Baldwin is 

the new Senate 

Democratic Conference 

Secretary.  That 

appointment was 

announced by Minority 

Leader Chuck Schumer 

yesterday.  Baldwin, from 

Madison, is in her first term in 

Washington and the 

leadership position comes 

just before she’s up for re-

election in 2018. 

A traffic accident yesterday 

morning injured a 

Rhinelander woman and 

her young child.  Just after 



10:30 the Oneida County 

Sheriff’s Department was 

notified of the crash of a 

single vehicle on Hwy 45, 

just north of Old 26 Road 

south of Monico.  The 

northbound driver crossed 

the centerline, and rolled 

the vehicle into the ditch.  

She and her four year old 

child had to be extracted 

and were treated at 

Ministry St. Mary’s Hospital 

for non-life threatening 

injuries.  The cause of the 

crash is still under 

investigation.   

Of the six candidates 

applying for the open seat 

on the Minocqua Town 

Board, businessman Bill 

Stengl was chosen to fill the 

post of Bryan Jennings.  He 

was killed in September by 

a lightning strike.   Stengl is 

the vice president and 

general manager of Stengl 

Marine, south of Minocqua.  

He will be sworn in today, 



serving a two year term. 

And in sports, a comeback 

fell short for the Milwaukee 

Bucks, losing 107-100 in 

Atlanta. 

 

 
Hayward man due in court  News 11/17/16 12n,5p 1:30 

More than 82 percent of 

public schools and 

91 percent of districts 

earned three or more stars 

on the state’s 2015-16 

report cards, meaning they 

met or exceeded 

expectations for educating 

students.  Overall, 329 

schools earned fivestar 

ratings, 624 had four-stars, 

635 schools earned three 

stars, 243 schools earned 

two stars, and 99 schools 

earned one star.  Another 

162 public schools 

achieved satisfactory 

progress and 22 public 

schools need improvement 

through alternate 

accountability.   In this area 

the Lakeland school district 

was the only one to 



significantly exceed the 

requirements.  Districts 

exceeding them included 

White Lake, Northland Pine, 

Three Lakes and 

Tomahawk.  While Antigo, 

Merrill, Rhinelander and 

Wausau all met them.  

Elcho meets few 

requirements.   

A Hayward area man is due 

in court Tuesday, for 

allegedly causing a police 

chase before being shot 

and wounded by a 

Washburn County deputy.  

Twenty-one-year-old Tyler 

Ladwig of Exeland is 

charged in Sawyer County 

with reckless 

endangerment, threatening 

an officer, fleeing, and bail 

jumping for violating bond 

conditions in an earlier drug 

case.  

A big storm heading east 

into Minnesota is supposed 

to dump up to a foot of 

snow, but forecasters say it 



will die out before it gets to 

Wisconsin.  The National 

Weather Service has not 

issued any watches or 

warnings for the Badger 

State, but winds of up to 50 

miles per hour could blow 

throughout much of 

Wisconsin tomorrow night 

and Saturday.  Up to two 

inches of snow are 

predicted in the far western 

part of the state as far east 

as Eau Claire and as far 

north as Rice Lake.  
 

 
Fire depts.. called to car 
rollover News 11/18/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Willow and Little Rice fire 

departments were 

dispatched to a one 

vehicle roll over early this 

morning.  Just before three 

the call came in from Hwy 8 

and East End Road east of 

Tripoli.  The driver is believed 

to be uninjured.   

An autopsy is scheduled for 

today in Madison on a 

badly decomposed body 

found yesterday at Rib 

Mountain State Park.  Two 



small game hunters 

discovered it quite a ways 

off the Lower West Yellow 

Trail.  Witnesses said a tree 

was laying across the body.  

Officials with the Marathon 

County Sheriff’s 

Department said it will be a 

while before identification is 

made and the cause of 

death.   

More than 600,000 

Wisconsin deer hunters are 

gearing up for the nine day 

gun season that opens 

tomorrow.  The DNR is 

alerting hunters to some 

changes, including the new 

state laws that allow blaze 

pink clothing and the end 

of a requirement that 

hunters wear back tags.  

Also, carcass tags will be 

made of paper instead of 

plastic and the DNR 

reminds hunters to keep 

them dry and to note the 

time and date their deer 

was killed.  Hunters were 



hoping to get some 

tracking snow this 

weekend, — but there’s 

only a chance of snow 

showers.  The temperatures 

however will be well below 

normal.  As are the license 

sales, estimated down 

about 13,000 from last year 

according to the state.  

Area sport shops are also 

reporting a slow start, 

attributing it to license 

availability online and the 

feeding ban in Forest, 

Oneida and Vilas counties. 

 

 
State ranks high in small 
business activity News 11/18/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A new report finds 

Wisconsin the second most 

active state in the nation for 

small business activity, 

one place higher than last 

year.  The Kauffman 

Foundation of Kansas City 

came out with its annual 

"Main Street 

Entrepreneurship Index" -- 

and found about 700 of 



every one-thousand 

Wisconsin businesses are 

well established small 

companies with 50 

employees or fewer and 

have been open for at least 

five years.  The report also 

shows a little more than half 

of businesses that open in 

the Badger State make it 

through their first five years -

- there's a relatively high 

rate of ownership, as six-

point-five percent of 

Wisconsin adults own 

businesses as their main 

jobs.  Aaron Hager of the 

state's Economic 

Development Corporation 

says the figures show a 

strong culture for small 

business in Wisconsin, with 

resources available that 

can help. The Kauffman 

Foundation is the same one 

that earlier rated Wisconsin 

last in the nation for small 

business startups. 

Governor Scott Walker says 



the first thing Donald Trump 

should do as president is 

rescind his predecessor's 

executive orders.  Walker 

said he should start 

repealing what Democrat 

Barack Obama did without 

approval from Congress.  

The governor specifically 

mentioned the E-P-A's limits 

on greenhouse gas 

emissions from smokestacks, 

saying that move and 

others would put Wisconsin's 

economy at risk.  Walker 

also said Trump should 

repeal the Affordable Care 

Act and give more power 

to the states. Walker, has 

said he could help Trump 

the most by encouraging 

states to work together with 

Republicans in Washington, 

and that's why he's not 

seeking a post in the 

president's new cabinet. 
 

 
1

st
 brush with winter arrived 

over the weekend  News 11/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The first brush with winter 

arrived with a vengeance 

over the weekend with 



record breaking winds, 

snow, accidents and power 

outages.  Sustained winds 

of 35 mph and gusts near 

60 were reported at many 

locations, dropping trees on 

power lines and cutting 

power to thousands.  A 

large section of the towns 

of Corning and Scott in 

Lincoln County were 

without power for hours 

beginning Friday night.  

Nearly every county 

reported traffic accidents 

with vehicles sliding off ice 

covered roads.  A car early 

Sunday morning clipped off 

a power pole near Eagle 

River.  Trace amounts of 

snow were reported across 

much of the North with 

several inches in the 

snowbelt.  Cold weather 

and more snow is forecast 

for the week.   

Several volunteer 

departments responded to 

a fire in Harshaw Saturday 



afternoon.  Firefighters were 

dispatched to a home on 

Lakewood Road shortly 

before 1:30.  The two elderly 

residents were able to 

escape unharmed.   

Dozens of people delivered 

holiday meals to families in 

need over the weekend.  

Coordinated by George 

Rouman of the Rouman 

Amusement Company in 

Rhinelander, owners of the 

movie theaters in the city, 

traditional Thanksgiving 

meals have been delivered 

to thousands of families the 

past 11 years.  Yesterday 

cinema employees, their 

families and friends served 

85 families in need, 

identified by the Oneida 

County Department of 

Social Services.  Monetary 

donations fund the 

program the provides the 

meals that includes the 

turkey, gravy, corn and 

potatoes.   



And in sports, the Packers 

are now tied for the third 

worst record in the NFC at 

4-6, losing their fourth 

straight at Washington last 

night 42-24. 
 

 
Deer hunt numbers down 
across the state News 11/21/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin deer hunters shot 

almost ten-percent fewer 

animals than last year on 

the first day of the nine day 

gun season.  According to 

preliminary D-N-R totals, 68-

thousand-756 deer were 

taken Saturday -- down 

from 76-thousand-223 on 

the opening day of 2015.  

Hunting conditions and 

local harvest totals 

improved Sunday because 

strong winds from Saturday 

died down.  Still, there 

appeared to be fewer 

hunters in the woods, as the 

D-N-R sold almost 551-

thousand gun licenses by 

late Friday -- 17-thousand 

fewer than at the same 

time a year ago.  The 

opening day buck harvest 



was down by about 22-

hundred from 2015 and the 

antlerless harvest fell by 53-

hundred -- even though 

more areas of northern 

Wisconsin were open to 

doe hunting this year with 

only ten counties closed 

instead of 19 from last 

season. 

Wisconsin food shoppers 

are paying their lowest 

Thanksgiving dinner prices 

in six years.  The state's Farm 

Bureau Federation finds it 

costs 47-dollars and 91-

cents to serve a traditional 

holiday turkey dinner for ten 

people.  That's almost two 

dollars cheaper than the 

national average and two 

dollars and 17 cents lower 

than last year in the Badger 

State.  Turkey accounts for 

three fourths of the price 

drop -- but everything else 

also went down a little 

except for pie shells and 

cube stuffing. T he Farm 



Bureau says a 16 pound 

bird is almost one dollar 

and 50 cents cheaper than 

in 2015, because turkey 

supplies grew by around 

eight percent as the 

industry recovered from last 

year's avian flu outbreak in 

the Upper Midwest. 
 

 
Fire at business in Laona News 11/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Traffic on Hwy 8 through 

Laona was rerouted for 

more than five hours last 

night as firefighters battled 

the flames and cold at the 

Silver Lake Inn.  Multiple 

departments responded 

around 6:00 as fire and 

smoke worked through the 

roof of the popular supper 

club.  No injuries were 

reported and the cause is 

still unknown.   
 

A panel of federal judges 

ruled Wisconsin’s 2011 

legislative redistricting 

resulted in maps that are 

unconstitutional. In a 2-1 

decision, a federal court in 

http://wispolitics.com/1006/161121Ruling.pdf
http://wispolitics.com/1006/161121Ruling.pdf


Madison determined the 

Republican-drawn maps 

created gerrymandered 

districts favoring the GOP 

by diluting the voting 

strength of Democrats.   The 

maps are redrawn every 10 

years, based on census 

results.  Voters who 

challenged the maps last 

year argued they create 

what’s known as an 

“efficiency gap” – a 

situation in which the 

weight carried by 

Democratic votes 

statewide is reduced by 

splitting them up in districts 

drawn to favor 

Republicans.  The result is 

Democrats win a handful of 

races with large margins, 

while Republicans are able 

to win more seats with 

smaller margins. 

The first winter weather 

advisory for the season 

goes into effect at nine 

http://www.wrn.com/2016/05/wisconsin-redistricting-lawsuit-could-set-new-standard-for-challenges-audio/


tonight for north central 

and northwest wisconsin.  

Wet snow is expected to 

arrive this evening and mix 

with rain by tomorrow.  Two-

to-four inches are possible, 

depending on how much 

rain mixes in.   

With the colder weather 

comes the need for warmer 

clothing and the monthly 

“Warm for Winter” 

campaign opens again this 

weekend.  Saturday from 

10-noon warm clothes, 

bedding and more is 

available free to area 

families at 900 Boyce Drive 

in Rhinelander.   

 

 
A man sentenced in killing 
case News 11/22/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A northern Wisconsin man 

gets life in prison for killing 

another man while both 

were riding in a car on a 

freeway in Milwaukee.  A 

judge agreed to give 32-

year-old Andrew Scholz of 



Phillips a chance at 

freedom, by letting him be 

considered for a supervised 

release as early as 42 years 

from now.  A jury convicted 

Scholz of first degree 

intentional homicide and 

illegal firearm possession for 

an argument in which he 

shot and killed 25-year-old 

Randall Radtke in April of 

last year.  Officials say the 

driver, 33-year-old Claytin 

Krimmer, then left the 

freeway -- and they 

dumped Radtke's body 

near an intersection.   

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

justices say it's not their job 

to investigate leaks from a 

secret John Doe probe.  On 

a 3-1 vote yesterday, the 

court said no to appointing 

a "special master" to find 

out how the Guardian 

newspaper obtained more 

than 13-hundred pages of 

secret John Doe testimony.  

Three justices did not take 



part in the ruling -- but those 

who did say it's a job for the 

executive branch, not the 

judicial branch and the 

state Justice Department 

says it's still doing its own 

investigation of the matter.  

The former John Doe probe 

looked into whether 

Governor Scott Walker and 

other G-O-P recall election 

candidates broke the law 

by working with an outside 

group that secretly raised 

funds for those candidates.  

The State Supreme Court 

ended the Doe probe last 

year, saying there was no 

wrongdoing -- and the U-S 

Supreme Court refused to 

consider prosecutors' 

requests to reopen the 

investigation. 
 

 
Today is the busiest travel 
day of the year News 11/23/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Today is the busiest travel 

day of the year in Wisconsin 

and thousands of motorists 

will trudge through snowy 

and icy conditions to see 

their families for 



Thanksgiving.  The National 

Weather Service has winter 

weather advisories posted 

into tonight for much of the 

northern half of the Badger 

State, where one to five 

inches of snow are 

predicted.  Although it's not 

a major storm, it could still 

be a dangerous one for 

Wisconsin drivers because 

many won't be in their 

winter driving habits yet.  

Four people died over the 

holiday period last year. 

 

In September the 

Rhinelander School Board 

placed Crescent 

Elementary School principal 

Kelly Huseby on paid leave, 

the position was filled on an 

interim basis.  Huseby then 

resigned but we still don’t 

know why.  Next week a 

new principal will take over.  

Gayle Daniel arrives 

December first bringing 

administration credentials 



from 16 years in the 

Northland Pines District in 

Eagle River. 

 

Taxes are going up a bit for 

residents in Wausau.  The 

city council approved a 

new budget that will add 

about $24 per 100-

thousand of assessed 

valuation of a home.  Part 

of the budget includes 

some $26-million for road 

and infrastructure 

maintenance, something 

that would have been 

covered if the Wheel Tax 

had passed on election 

night.   

A federal court blocked 

implementation of a 

regulation making an 

estimated 4 million more 

higher-earning workers 

eligible for overtime pay.  

The nationwide preliminary 

injunction yesterday 

prevents the Department of 

Labor from implementing 



the changes until the rule's 

legality can be further 

examined.   

 

 
1

st
 noteworthy snow to hit 

state News 11/23/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Getting home for 

Thanksgiving will not be 

easy for hundreds of 

thousands of Wisconsinites.  

The first noteworthy snow of 

the season began last night 

in the northern half -- and a 

second wave is moving 

through this afternoon with 

advisories posted into the 

evening.  Sleet and freezing 

rain are possible at times in 

the state's midsection, as 

temperatures hover around 

the freezing mark.   A 4” 

average fell across the 

North with parts of the 

northwest getting up to six 

inches by late tonight 

 A family of five has 

escaped unharmed from a 

fire that ravaged a building 

in downtown Clintonville 

early this morning.   Crews 

were called to the China 



King restaurant around two 

a-m, with reports of heavy 

smoke from the second 

floor.  Officials say the 

family who escaped was 

alerted by a smoke 

detector, and the local Red 

Cross is now helping them. 

No one else was in the 

building when the fire broke 

out. 

 If you go to a Milwaukee 

Brewers' baseball game 

next year, you'll have to 

leave your smokeless 

tobacco at home.  City 

aldermen voted yesterday 

to ban things like snuff and 

chewing tobacco at Miller 

Park and the tailgating 

areas around it.  Chewing 

has long been a tradition 

among players and 

Alderman Michael Murphy 

says banning it will send a 

message to young fans.  

The Brewers, Major League 

Baseball and health 

advocates support the ban 



-- but the players' union is 

not on that list and some 

critics say baseball is 

getting local governments 

to do what the players 

won't. 
 

 
People arrested in Shawano 
burglary ring News 11/24/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Four people have been 

arrested as of last night as 

Shawano County sheriff’s 

deputies broke up a 

burglary ring.  More than 60 

weapons were recovered 

as detectives executed a 

search warrant after 

monitoring activities in 

Mattoon.  Dozens of 

hunting rifles, shotguns and 

handguns, many thought to 

be stolen, were found in the 

raid.  Officials said the 

group can be tied to at 

least 30 cases so far and 

more arrests are possible as 

the investigation continues. 

Election lawyers and 

computer experts have 

suggested Hillary Clinton 

seek recounts of her losses 



in Wisconsin, Michigan, and 

Pennsylvania.  New York 

Magazine reports those 

who advocate the recount 

believe the voting systems 

in those states may have 

been hacked, as 

evidenced by seven 

percent fewer votes in 

counties with electronic 

balloting as opposed to 

those with paper ballots. 

Wisconsin gives 

municipalities the option of 

electronic voting.  The state 

Elections Commission says 

there's no sign of problems 

with the Badger State's vote 

count. Also, reports say the 

Clinton campaign is not 

seriously considering 

recounts, even though she 

has until Friday to ask for 

one in Wisconsin.  

Downhill skiers and 

snowboarders get an early 

shot at the season as the 

Granite Peak Ski Resort in 

Rib Mountain will open this 



weekend.  The facility has 

been making snow and the 

addition of a wet, heavy 4” 

snowfall through yesterday 

helped firm up the base.  

Only one main run will be 

open along with the 

beginner’s area Saturday 

and Sunday.  They’ll close 

again Monday through 

December 3rd hoping for 

more snow while making 

their own as temperatures 

drop.   

 

 
More training for guards at 
state youth facility News 11/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin's embattled 

juvenile corrections facility is 

starting to get more highly 

trained guards and 

supervisors have been 

taught to be more 

effective.  State 

administrator John Paquin 

says the new guards must 

go through a seven week 

"pre service academy" 

before they can work at the 

Lincoln Hills boys' school 

and Copper Lake girls' 



facility near Irma in Lincoln 

County.  Paquin says the 

first class of 24 guards 

completed their academy 

training in October and 

everyone who supervises 

the guards have been 

shown how to 

communicate better, put a 

lid on volatile situations and 

respond better to incidents. 

Two federal investigations 

continue at the Irma 

institutions, amid numerous 

allegations of inmate abuse 

and other misconduct, 

along with alleged civil 

rights violations.  

Corrections Secretary Jon 

Litscher ordered the 

changes after virtually all 

former officials responsible 

for the youth facilities either 

quit or were let go. 

There's snow on the ground 

and it got much colder in 

the past week. But that's 

not stopping a Packers' fan 

from wearing shorts both 



outdoors and in, until his 

team wins a game.  Glenn 

Seefeldt of Merrill says 

people think he's "nuts" for 

exposing his legs to 

temperatures in the 20s and 

30s -- but he often wears 

shorts and he told his family 

early in the Packers' current 

four game losing streak that 

he would wear them until 

they win.  He later got into 

a 100-dollar bet that he 

wouldn't give in.  Las Vegas 

oddsmakers have bad 

news for Seefeldt, as the 

Packers are a four point 

underdog on tonight at 

Philadelphia. 
 
 

 
Police looking for people 
involved in snowball incident News 11/28/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Oneida County sheriff’s 

department is looking for 

two people who injured two 

children Saturday afternoon 

west of Rhinelander.  

Reports show a vehicle was 

struck by a snowball nearly 

the Hwys K and N 

intersection shortly after four 



when the driver stopped 

and accosted the two 

boys, aged 13 and 10.  The 

vehicle is described as a 

silver/gray four door sedan 

with a black patch on the 

passenger side front fender 

with Wisconsin 

handicapped plates.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact the 

sheriff’s department. 
 

A missing Lincoln County 

man has been found safe.  

He was reported missing 

from a cabin off of Camp 

Ave early Saturday morning 

in the town of Harding.  He 

had been drinking and was 

off needed medication for 

several hours.  The 60-year 

old, known only as Jim, is in 

the early stages of 

dementia.  He was found 

by deputies several hours 

later about seven miles 

from the cabin and 

appeared to be in good 



health.   
 

A meeting is scheduled for 

today between Milwaukee 

County Sheriff David Clarke 

and president-elect Donald 

Trump.   A Trump aide 

confirmed the meeting.   

Clarke has been mentioned 

as a possible appointee to 

lead the Department of 

Homeland Security, even 

though he is a Democrat.   

A spokeswoman for Clarke 

wouldn't confirm the 

appointment.   Clarke has 

called for American citizens 

suspected of being terrorists 

to be treated as enemy 

combatants, who could be 

questioned without an 

attorney, arrested and held 

indefinitely.   He says 

America is at war and the 

cases should be handled 

by military tribunals. 
 

 
President Trump claims 
voter fraud in some states News 11/28/16 12n,5p 1:30 

President Elect Donald 

Trump now claims there 

was "serious voter fraud" in 



Virginia, New Hampshire 

and California where 

Democrat Hillary Clinton 

won -- and he capped off 

a series of tweets yesterday 

by accusing the media of 

"serious bias" by not 

highlighting it.  The 

Republican Trump also 

blasted Clinton for 

backtracking on her 

promise to accept the 

November eighth results by 

getting involved in the 

Wisconsin recount that's 

expected to begin 

Thursday -- the first of three 

recounts sought by Green 

Party candidate Jill Stein 

and independent Rocky De 

La Fuente with the others in 

Michigan and 

Pennsylvania.  

Wisconsin Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos gave his 

Republican colleagues a list 

of options to solve the 

state's transportation 

funding problem.  In a 27 



page document called "No 

Easy Answers," Vos spelled 

out the possibilities that can 

be considered when the 

party starts holding public 

hearings one week from 

tomorrow on a nearly one-

billion-dollar road shortfall in 

the next two year state 

budget.  The possible plans 

include one-dollar increases 

in vehicle registration and 

driver license fees -- a one 

cent jump in the gas tax -- 

efforts to eliminate future 

roundabouts, bike paths, 

large Interstate waysides, 

and bicycle paths -- and 

being more efficient, which 

G-O-P Governor Scott 

Walker favors with no 

increase in taxes or fees.  

Vos says transportation is a 

bigger concern for job 

creators than tax breaks or 

cuts in environmental 

regulations.  The speaker 

says he prefers not to 

negotiate by drawing what 



he calls "hard lines in the 

sand." 

And in sports, it’s the 

Packers and Eagles in 

Monday night football. 
 

 
A second softball field is on 
the agenda for Rhinelander News 11/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A second softball field at 

Pioneer Park is on the 

December agenda for the 

Rhinelander City Council.  

The plan has been debated 

nearly a year and there’s 

not total support for the 

project, presented to the 

council by the Parks 

committee on a split vote.  

The Oneida County Fair 

and Farmer’s Market are 

against the plan and the 

issue of parking is a 

concern, which hasn’t 

been addressed.  

Supporters say there’s 

funding for the project and 

having it could raise money 

for the city through 

tournaments.  The meeting 

is December 12th. 

Many state and county 

funded ATV trails will be 



closing for the 2016 season 

tomorrow.  Oneida, Lincoln 

and Langlade county 

systems shut down 

tomorrow at 5pm.  Trails in 

Vilas County have been 

closed since October 31st 

with the exception of the 

railroad corridor within the 

city limits of Eagle River, 

which is open all year.  Most 

trails reopen, weather 

permitting, in early to mid-

May. 

The troubled Veteran’s 

Affairs Medical Center in 

Tomah called a news 

conference for this 

afternoon to discuss what 

they call an important 

announcement.  The facility 

has been under federal 

and state investigations for 

a number of problems 

ranging from drugs to 

patient deaths.   

The State Elections 

commission voted 

yesterday to reject Green 



Party presidential 

candidate Jill Stein’s 

request for a hand recount 

of ballots.  She’s filed suit in 

Madison to force the issue, 

which will delay Thursday’s 

start.  The federal deadline 

to complete recounts is 

December 13th.  Michigan 

and Pennsylvania are 

included in the process. 
 

 
State DNR to announce 
state deer hunting numbers News 11/29/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The D-N-R will announce 

today how successful deer 

hunters were in the nine 

day gun season that ended 

Sunday.  Strong winds were 

blamed for a ten-percent 

reduction in the opening 

day's harvest from the 

previous year -- but by 

Tuesday, hunters found 

greater success as they cut 

the season deficit down to 

two-and-one-half percent.  

No new figures have come 

out since then, but we do 

know the season was 

relatively safe with no 

hunting fatalities.  



Governor Scott Walker is 

calling on the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture 

to help Wisconsin farmers 

who suffered crop losses 

last spring.  Walker has 

requested a Secretarial 

Disaster Designation from 

the USDA for Chippewa, 

Columbia, Eau Claire, 

Jackson, Jefferson, Pierce, 

Polk, Sauk, St. Croix and 

Trempealeau Counties.  

Producers in those 10 

counties lost perennial 

crops that had begun to 

blossom or bud when 

freezing temperatures were 

recorded May 13th and 

14th. Many farmers 

experienced harvest losses 

of 30 percent or greater for 

apples, asparagus, 

blueberries, hops, and 

strawberries. 

Move over Black Friday, 

Small Business Saturday and 

Cyber Monday. This is 

"Giving Tuesday" and more 



service institutions in 

Wisconsin are using the 

occasion to kick off their 

charitable events for the 

holidays. The Belfer Center 

for Innovation and the 92nd 

Street Y-M-C-A in New York 

City started "Giving 

Tuesday" in 2012 -- and 

those groups and others 

have used social media to 

publicize opportunities to 

donate and serve.  In 

Wausau, a group headed 

by former school 

psychologist Tracy Hougum 

will hand out yard signs and 

window decals tonight 

which seek to promote 

"connection, unity, and 

respect." 
 

 
Statewide recount to begin 
tomorrow in presidential 
election  News 11/30/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A statewide recount is set to 

begin tomorrow for the 

Wisconsin presidential contest -- 

and counties will not be required 

to count the ballots by hand. 

Dane County Circuit Judge 

Valerie Bailey Rihn heard both 

sides of that issue yesterday 



evening, and she ruled there was 

not evidence to show that a hand 

recount would uncover clear and 

convincing evidence of fraud or 

the alleged computer ballot 

hacking which the state denies. 

Jill Stein's Green Party campaign 

paid the state Elections 

Commission's fee of three-point-

five million dollars late yesterday 

to do the recount.  

 

The Wisconsin Supreme Court 

says a sheriff's deputy was within 

his rights when he chased a driver 

into his garage without a warrant 

over a broken taillight. According 

to the 4-3 ruling, Richard Weber 

fled from Wood County Sheriff's 

Deputy Calvin Dorshorst after 

Dorshorst tried to stop him in 

2012. Dorshorst pursued Weber 

into his garage and arrested him. 

The court ruled Dorshorst's 

actions were reasonable. He was 

in hot pursuit, had probable cause 

to believe a crime had been 

committed and performed a 

limited entry into the garage to 



prevent escape.  

 

Wisconsin's home grown Culver's 

restaurant chain will have a new 

man in charge on New Year's 

Day. The company that's based in 

Prairie du Sac has named Joseph 

Koss as its new president and C-

E-O, replacing Phil Keiser who 

died October 15th. Culver's has 

almost 600 mostly franchised 

restaurants in 24 states, with 

more than 20-thousand 

employees. 

  

 
 

 
President Trump adds state 
politician to transition team  News 11/30/16 12n,5p 1:30 

President Elect Donald 

Trump has added Wausau 

House Republican Sean 

Duffy to his transition team. 

Duffy is one of five new 

members of the team's 

executive committee, 

bringing the total to 20. 

 Duffy was an outspoken 

supporter of Trump during 



the campaign. 

 

An outbreak of salmonella 

that's resistant to several 

drugs has been linked to 

dairy bull calves sold in 

Wisconsin. The U-S Centers 

for Disease Control says 21 

people in eight states were 

infected from January 

eleventh through October 

24th -- and Wisconsin had 

the most cases with 12 in 

eight counties. Of the 21 total 

cases, eight people were 

hospitalized and no deaths 

have been reported. State 

Veterinarian Paul McGraw 

has urged farmers to take 

precautions, so people don't 

give salmonella to their 

animals. Neighboring 

Minnesota had two cases 

along with South Dakota -- 

and neighboring Iowa was 

among five states with one 

case each, stretching as far 



away as California. 

 

 The Packers' Monday Night 

victory at Philadelphia has 

made lots of Cheeseheads 

happy, including a Merrill 

man who can wear long pants 

again. Glenn Seefeldt vowed 

to wear shorts both outdoors 

and inside, as long as Green 

Bay's losing streak 

continued. It ended at four 

games -- but Seefeldt told a 

local TV station he'll keep 

wearing the shorts for now, 

saying they bring good luck 

to the Packers.  
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Traffic accident leaves one 
dead in Oneida Co.  News 12/1/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON 



LEFT ONE PERSON DEAD IN 

ONEIDA COUNTY. THE 

SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT 

REPORTS THAT A CAR 

CROSSED THE CENTER LINE 

AND CRASHED HEAD-ON 

WITH A SEMI-TRUCK ON 

HIGHWAY 8 JUST WEST OF 

RHINELANDER NEAR THE 

TOWN OF CRESCENT. THE 

LONE OCCUPANT OF THE 

CAR WAS DECLARED DEAD 

AT THE SCENE, WHILE THE 

DRIVER OF THE TRUCK WAS 

TAKEN TO A HOSPITAL 

WITH UNDISCLOSED 

INJURIES. NO NAMES HAVE 

BEEN RELEASED.  

 

 

Poll workers in locations all 

across the state of Wisconsin 



begin recounting the vote for 

president later this morning.  The 

Milwaukee County work is being 

done at a warehouse under 24-

hour surveillance from the 

sheriff's department.  A people 

will be running the 440-thousand 

ballots through scanning 

machines.  Write-in votes will be 

counted by hand.  State officials 

say they hope to have the 2-point-

9-million ballots counted in 12 

days.  The Electoral College will 

meet December 19th to formally 

elect the next president. 

 

The state Department of Natural 

Resources is ready to begin its 

long awaited reorganization 

which will have direct effects on 

how water, air, and wildlife are 

protected. The agency unveiled 

its plans yesterday, vowing to 

keep personnel changes to a 

minimum, while making 

"significant changes" for five 

percent of the agency's 25-

hundred full time employees. 

Some changes would need 

legislative approval while others 

would not. Secretary Cathy Stepp 



calls it a plan that should help 

protect the D-N-R from future 

budget cuts, and make the 

shrunken agency workforce more 

efficient and happier. 
 

 State republican party to file 
federal complaint 
 News 12/1/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The state Republican Party will 

file a federal complaint against 

those behind the recount of the 

Wisconsin presidential vote that's 

underway across the state. The 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel says 

a draft complaint to the Federal 

Elections Commission accuses 

Green Party candidate Jill Stein 

of improperly raising almost 

four-million dollars to pay for the 

recount, because the only person 

who could benefit is Democrat 

Hillary Clinton, who lost to 

Republican Donald Trump in 

Wisconsin by 22-thousand votes. 

The party said Clinton had a 

direct role in the recount by 

intervening in a lawsuit to seek a 

full hand recount that a judge 

rejected, but which at least 56 

counties still plan to do anyway.  

 

After absorbing budget cuts in 10 

of the last 12 years, chancellors in 



the University of Wisconsin 

System are hoping lawmakers 

will give them a little more 

money this time.  The system is 

asking for an additional 42-

million dollars from the state.  U-

W-Madison Chancellor Rebecca 

Blank pointed out that the system 

wasn't even given money for 

maintenance last year, meaning if 

a steam pipe breaks, the money to 

fix it comes from educational 

funds.  Governor Scott Walker 

will submit his budget in January. 

 

 

In Duluth-Superior, more people 

have succumbed to drug 

overdoses since Thanksgiving, 

and officials blame it on a new 

batch of heroin with questionable 

quality and potency. Paul Stein, a 

deputy medical examiner in 

Superior, says there are fewer 

drug deaths after firefighters were 

recently trained to administer the 

heroin antidote Narcan. 
 

  
Crash victim details released News 12/2/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Officials have released the 

name of the victim of a car-

truck crash 



Wednesday near 

Rhinelander. According to 

the Oneida County Sheriffs 

Office, 45 year old Daniel 

Erickson of Merrill was 

killed when the car he was 

driving crossed the center 

line and hit a semi-truck head 

on. The accident happened 

early Wednesday afternoon 

on Highway 8 just West of 

Rhinelander near the town of 

Crescent. Erickson, who was 

the only person in the 

vehicle, was declared dead at 

the scene. The driver of the 

semi-truck was taken to a 

hospital with undisclosed 

injuries. 

 

Wausau police are calling a 

26-year-old woman arrested 

this week a “high-volume 

marijuana distributor.  

Officers seized nearly 100-

thousand dollars worth of 

illegal drugs, most of it 



marijuana, while arresting 

Kimberly Bungert.  They 

report they also found about 

18-thousand dollars in cash 

and three guns.  Police are 

recommending Bungert be 

charged with crimes 

including manufacturing 

marijuana and maintaining a 

drug trafficking place.   

 

A state D-N-R official says 

the numbers of Wisconsin 

deer hunters will keep 

dropping as baby boomers 

leave the woods, and more 

efforts are made to get new 

people interested. Keith 

Warnke, a big game 

specialist who now works in 

the D-N-R's hunter 

recruitment program, says the 

numbers of annual gun deer 

licenses could drop to 470-

thousand by 2030. That's 

well below the nearly 600-

thousand licenses sold for the 



recent nine day gun season -- 

and that was the lowest since 

1976.  
 
 

  
A deer hunter who drowned 
has been identified News 12/2/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A deer hunter who drowned in a 

north central Wisconsin river has 

been identified 76-year-old 

William Storm of the Merrill 

area. The Lincoln County 

coroner's office says Storm was 

reported missing for almost six 

hours on Wednesday before his 

body was found in a wooded area 

in the town of Pine River. 

Wisconsin's gun deer hunt ended 

last weekend, but archery and 

muzzleloading seasons continue. 

 

The next president and vice 

president have started a "Thank 

You Tour" in battleground states 

that helped elect them. 

Republicans Donald Trump and 

Mike Pence spoke during a rally 

in Cincinnati on Thursday -- and 

Governor Scott Walker is 

guessing they'll visit Wisconsin 

in the next couple weeks. 

Meanwhile, Walker told reporters 

in Seymour Thursday that the 



statewide recount of the 

presidential ballots is "nothing 

more than a fundraising scheme 

for the Green Party." The 

governor said Stein has acted 

within her rights -- but he says 

county clerks have other things to 

do after a busy year, like getting 

property tax bills out to home and 

business owners. 

 

 U-S House Speaker Paul Ryan 

and Senate Homeland Security 

chairman Ron Johnson are 

demanding more accountability at 

the Tomah V-A Medical Center. 

The hospital that was heavily 

criticized two years ago for 

prescribing too many painkillers 

is now telling almost 600 patients 

that a dentist may have infected 

them with hepatitis or H-I-V 

because he kept using his own 

equipment rather than sterile and 

disposable items as required by 

V-A policy. Officials at Tomah 

say an employee filling in as a 

dental assistant noticed the 

violation and reported it -- and 

the V-A has sent the case to its 

inspector general for 



consideration of possible charges 
 

  
Snowfall not causing many 
problems News 12/5/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Main highways across 

much of Northern Wisconsin 

are in good shape this 

morning from yesterday’s 

snowfall.  Backroads 

however are another story.  

A light freezing rain early left 

a sheet of ice on many 

surfaces, especially across 

central parts of the state 

where crews were out early 

to plow and salt roads.  

Highway department 

officials remind drivers to 

slow down and allow plenty 

of room for the plows.  

Several injury accidents 

were reported over the 

weekend due to the 

weather and road 

conditions.   

A majority of those 

attending a public meeting 

over the weekend are in 

favor of creating a lake 

district on Squash Lake, 

west of Rhinelander.  Unlike 

a lake association, districts 



are a local governmental 

body that can tax property 

owners to help preserve the 

water.  Supporters said this 

would continue the work to 

continue controlling 

invasive species and 

maintain water quality.  A 

committee will complete its 

report and present it to the 

Oneida County Board in 

February.   

The Army Corps of 

Engineers will not allow the 

Dakota Access Oil Pipeline 

to be built under Lake 

Oahe, a Missouri River 

reservoir where construction 

of the $3.8 billon, four state 

project has been on hold.  

In a statement yesterday 

the Corps encouraged 

developers to explore 

alternative routes in 

denying the easement.  For 

months, protesters have 

picketed the site arguing 

the pipeline threatens the 

water source and cultural 



sites of the Standing Rock 

Sioux Tribe.  The federal 

government ordered them 

to leave by today but 

demonstrators say they’re 

prepared to stay.   

And in sports, the Packers 

dropped Houston 21-13.   
 

  
A public  hearing takes place 
in Madison today News 12/6/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 With a public hearing 

scheduled for Today in 

Madison, Republicans on 

both sides of the state's 

highway funding debate 

made their cases in more 

graphic ways yesterday.  

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos, who says tax and fee 

hikes may be needed, 

released a video of a 

Burlington ambulance ride 

he took, showing 

equipment rattling as the 

vehicle hits potholes and 

other bumps.  Meanwhile, 

Senate Republican Chris 

Kapenga of Delafield says 

Wisconsin has a spending 

problem, not a revenue 

problem.  Kapenga and G-



O-P Senator Duey Strobel of 

Saukville say the gas tax 

would have to jump by 28 

cents per gallon to cover all 

of Wisconsin's road building 

needs without borrowing.  

Governor Scott Walker, 

who's against raising any 

taxes or fees for road 

improvements, says it's a 

promise he made to the 

voters and he'll keep it 

despite the estimated one-

billion dollar shortfall for 

projects in the next budget. 

 A clash between 

Milwaukee County’s sheriff 

and city leaders continues 

to grow.  Some officials are 

calling for Sheriff David 

Clarke to resign following 

deaths at the jail.  In 

October, reports surfaced 

publicly that four deaths 

happened inside the 

Milwaukee County jail this 

year.  The next day the 

sheriff called chief medical 

examiner Brian Peterson 



threatening to get his 

license revoked.  In an 

email sent to county 

executive Chris Abele on 

October 29th, Peterson said 

he was subjected to some 

20 minutes of yelling and 

threats against his license 

for no good reason.  Abele 

says the county executive 

office stands behind the 

medical examiner's 

decision to release 

information.  Milwaukee 

County is taking a closer 

look at medical care inside 

the jail. 

 

  
Presidential recount 
continues on  News 12/6/16 12n,5p 1:30 

  Five days down, seven to 

go in the Wisconsin 

presidential recount -- and 

there's been virtually no net 

change so far.  The state 

Elections Commission found 

all 72 counties are on track 

to complete their recounts 

by the panel's deadline of 

eight p-m next Monday -- 

unless Federal Judge James 



Peterson halts the tally on 

Friday at a court hearing for 

an injunction sought by 

Trump supporters.  They're 

trying to preserve 

Republican Donald Trump's 

22-thousand vote victory in 

Wisconsin, using the same 

legal strategy that elevated 

George W. Bush to the 

White House in a challenge 

to Florida's votes in 2000. 

A central Wisconsin man will 

spend seven more years in 

prison for killing his brother.  

Fifty-seven-year-old Ronald 

Horan of Wisconsin Rapids is 

at the state correctional 

instutition in Oshkosh for a 

previous case -- and Wood 

County Circuit Judge Todd 

Wolf added the new 

sentence, plus eight years 

of extended supervision 

when he gets out. A jury 

earlier convicted Horan of 

second degree reckless 

homicide in the death of his 

52-year-old brother Tracy in 



August of 2014. Horan told 

jurors he argued with his 

brother, and slammed a 

door on him right before he 

fell down a set of stairs -- 

and he said he did not 

mean to injure him.  
Oneida County Judge 

Patrick O’Melia was named 

Deputy Chief Judge for the 

9th Judicial Administrative 

District, serving a dozen 

north central Wisconsin 

counties.  He was 

appointed to Branch 1 of 

the court in 2007 and re-

elected twice.   
 

  
Wis. Road chief speaks up  News 12/7/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin's transportation chief 

defends his boss' demand for no 

new road taxes or fees -- but he 

warns that Governor Scott 

Walker's stance could lead to 

more crumbling roads and more 

debt later on. At a day long 

hearing yesterday, Mark Gottlieb 

told an Assembly panel that in 

eleven years, 42-percent of 

Wisconsin's federal, state, and 

Interstate highways will be in 



poor shape if new revenues or 

other solutions are not found. He 

also said 25-cents of every 

highway tax dollar would 

eventually go toward debt under 

Walker's plan to borrow one-half 

billion dollars for road work in 

the next two years. G-O-P 

Assembly finance chair John 

Nygren called it a 

"disinvestment" in roads.  

 

 Medicare's future could be 

decided in a political battle 

between President Elect Donald 

Trump and House Speaker Paul 

Ryan of Janesville. According to 

the Washington news outlet The 

Hill, the Republican Ryan still 

defends his longtime plan to give 

seniors a set amount to buy 

coverage from private insurers or 

to stick with Medicare if they 

choose. Trump, meanwhile, 

vowed during the campaign not 

to overhaul Medicare, and Vice 

President Elect Mike Pence says 

that's still the case -- even though 

Trump's transition team now 

writes of a "modernizing" of the 

seniors' entitlement program. 



 

Four Wisconsin cities are among 

the nation's Top Ten where 

residents have the highest credit 

scores. The Experian credit 

bureau's seventh annual survey 

says Green Bay and Wausau 

share the state's top honor for the 

highest personal credit scores at 

704.  
 

  
75

th
 anniversary of Pearl 

Harbor News 12/7/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 On this 75th anniversary of the 

Pearl Harbor attack, Wisconsin 

remembers its 56 native sons and 

daughters who were among the 

24-hundred Americans killed. 

Among them was Viroqua native 

Gerald Cox -- who was set to 

play the clarinet as the U-S-S 

Arizona was about to play the 

national anthem at eight a-m on 

December seventh of 1941. The 

band never did perform that day, 

as Japanese bombers swooped 

down just moments before -- and 

every band member was killed 

after they ran to their battle 

stations on their ship. The 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel says 

it's one of the least known stories 

from the Pearl Harbor attack 



which spurred the nation's 

involvement in World War Two. 

 

The state Elections Commission 

says it's confident that the 

presidential recount in Saint 

Croix County is accurate, despite 

broken warranty seals on voting 

machines. The commission 

released an affidavit Tuesday 

from a technician who said he 

broke the seals to make sure that 

modems on the scanners were 

working properly. The 

commission says small 

discrepancies and human errors 

have been found in more than 20 

counties -- but no more than 35 

votes were affected in any one 

place, and it appears that Trump 

still has virtually all of his 22-

thousand vote Election Night lead 

intact. 

 

Sixty-three members of the U-W 

Madison marching band got sick 

while they were at the Big Ten 

Conference championship 

football game in Indianapolis. W-

I-S-C T-V says some 

musicians had nausea, diarrhea, 



and vomiting just before the 

game. Health officials are still 

trying to figure out what 

happened, but they suspect food 

poisoning.  
 

  
State recount continues on  News 12/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 By the time Donald Trump 

supporters get a court 

hearing tomorrow  to stop the 

Wisconsin recount, it could be 

close to finished with almost no 

change in Trump's winning 

margin. The state Elections 

Commission says 70-percent of 

the two-point-eight million 

presidential ballots were 

recounted by late Tuesday -- and 

Clinton has cut into Trump's 

original victory total by 82 votes. 

The Elections Commission says 

the tally is on track to finish on 

time by Monday night. The city 

of Milwaukee says it's done, and 

the state says 34 of the 72 

counties were finished by late 

Tuesday as the process continues 

in other large counties.  

 

Milwaukee County Sheriff David 

Clarke insists he did not 

campaign across the country for 



Donald Trump in order to win a 

job in his new administration. 

Trump's transition team met with 

Clarke last week, reportedly to 

check him out as the new 

Homeland Security secretary. But 

reports say the job will go instead 

to retired Marine General John 

Kelly, and Clarke tells the 

Journal Sentinel he likes the 

appointment.  

 

The numbers of Wisconsinites 

losing their jobs to mass layoffs 

are expected to be down this year 

from 2015. The state Department 

of Workforce Development says 

almost ten-thousand people were 

the victims of mass layoffs last 

year, the highest since 2009 when 

the Great Recession was at its 

peak. This year, Wis Business 

Dot Com says only seven 

thousand such layoffs have been 

reported -- and unless there are 

several large job cuts in 

December, this year's figure will 

not come close to last year's.  
 

  
State has a squabble over 
road improvements News 12/8/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The Wisconsin Senate's minority 

leader says her party will let 



majority Republicans fight it out 

among themselves to come up 

with a way to pay for new and 

improved highways. Jennifer 

Shilling says the G-O-P "needs to 

govern".  Governor Scott Walker 

and majority senators oppose a 

tax or fee hike that Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says might be 

necessary to avoid more 

crumbling roads and long 

construction delays. Shilling says 

she agrees that a long term 

funding mechanism is needed -- 

and her party worked with the 

Assembly G-O-P in the 

last session to finalize all of the 

borrowing authority for roads 

that's in the current state budget.  

 

It's been more than five weeks 

since a U-W Stout student from 

Saudi Arabia was killed in 

downtown Menomonie. Dunn 

County District Attorney Andrea 

Nodolf says there is not a final 

autopsy report yet, and the Eau 

Claire Leader Telegram says she 

has asked Menomonie Police to 

do more investigating. Police 

have recommended charges of 



felony murder and substantial 

battery against the unnamed 

suspect in the beating death of 

24-year-old Stout junior Hussain 

Alnahdi early on October 30th. 

Menomonie Police Chief Eric 

Atkinson says his officers do not 

believe it was a hate crime. 

 

Brendan Dassey's lawyers have 

urged a federal appeals court not 

to reinstate his conviction for the 

2005 killing of Teresa Halbach in 

Manitowoc County. The state is 

appealing a magistrate judge's 

ruling from August that threw out 

his guilty verdict. The state's 

response is due December 21st to 

the Seventh Circuit Court of 

Appeals in Chicago.  
 

UW system raising fees on 
out of state students News 12/9/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 U-W students who are not from 

Wisconsin will pay some hefty 

tuition increases next fall at a 

number of campuses, along with 

degree candidates in the 

university's professional schools. 

The Board of Regents voted 

overwhelmingly in favor of the 

tuition hikes yesterday, with most 

coming at the Madison campus 



where the second phase of a hike 

for out of staters will add two 

thousand dollars to their bills for 

each of the next two years. 

Tuition is also going up at the 

Milwaukee, Green Bay, Eau 

Claire, La Crosse, and Stout 

campuses plus the 13 U-W two 

year colleges -- and the Regents 

asked the state to budget 78-

million dollars for U-W 

employee pay raises. 

 

 President Elect Donald Trump's 

"Thank You Tour" comes to 

Wisconsin next week. He's been 

traveling around the country 

thanking voters -- and he plans to 

do the same Tuesday night in a 

rally at the State Fair Expo 

Center in West Allis. Trump is 

scheduled to be joined by Vice 

President Elect Mike Pence, on 

the same day the state must finish 

certifying its votes following a 

recount that's on pace to end 

Monday. Trump won the Badger 

State by 22-thousand votes, 

capturing all ten of the state's 

electoral votes as he became the 

first Republican to carry 



Wisconsin since Ronald Reagan's 

second term in 1984. 

 

 A-B-C has announced 30 

contestants to compete for 

Waukesha native Nick Viall's 

heart on the new season of "The 

Bachelor" -- and one of the 

women is also a Wisconsin 

native. She's 31-year-old Danielle 

Maltby, who grew up in Colgate 

but has since moved to Nashville. 

A-B-C says Viall and Maltby talk 

about their Wisconsin roots on 

the season premiere January 

second.  
 

  
Heavy snow in very northern 
Wis.  News 12/9/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 For the first time this fall, 

places close to Lake Superior 

in far northern Wisconsin are 
getting dumped with snow. 

Gile in Iron County had 12-
point-four inches from 

Wednesday night through 
Thursday evening. Winchester 

in Vilas County had eleven 
inches, and ten inches fell at 

nearby Manitowish Waters. 
Inland communities in the far 

north got much less -- about 
two inches in Eagle River and 

Rhinelander. The National 
Weather Service says an 



approaching low pressure 

system could dump five to nine 
inches in central Wisconsin 

Saturday afternoon through 
Sunday, and two to four inches 

in southwest areas with lesser 
amounts elsewhere in the 

Badger State. 
 

The head of a neighborhood 
association in Green Bay has 

filed a petition seeking to have 
Mayor Jim Schmitt removed 

from office. Scott Vanidestine 
filed the verified petition with 

the city clerk's office Thursday, 
saying the fourth term mayor 

should have been removed as 
soon as he was convicted 

for campaign finance 
violations. Schmitt was fined 

four-thousand dollars Monday, 
after he pleaded guilty to three 

misdemeanor charges of 
election fraud and taking ten-

thousand dollars of improper 

campaign gifts. Three fourths 
of city council members would 

have to vote to 
remove Schmitt. 

  

 The Duluth Trading Company 



will move its Wisconsin 

headquarters closer to Duluth, 
but not much. The firm that 

makes rugged work clothes will 
move its corporate staff from 

Belleville in southern Dane 
County to a new five story 

office building in Mount Horeb, 
a few miles up the road and 

next to the Highway 151 
expressway to Madison. 

Officials say the project adds 
100 to 150 jobs.  
 

  
Very cold air to hit the state 
tonight  News 12/12/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Winter doesn’t officially 

arrive until Wednesday of 

next week but beginning 

tomorrow you’d never 

know it.  Brutal arctic air 

drops in tonight bringing 

bitterly cold temperatures 

and the potential for wind 

chills to 30-below.  

Temperatures for week will 

average at least 25-

degrees below normal.  

Forecasters are also 

watching a developing 

system toward the 

weekend that may bring 

significant snow. 

Wisconsin will soon join 



more than 30 states 

allowing drivers to display a 

“Choose Life” license plate 

on their vehicle.  The plate 

benefiting Choose Life 

Wisconsin, Incorporated 

was proposed and sent to 

the Legislature’s 

transportation panel.  While 

more than two dozen 

objections were raised 

during 30-day public review 

period, the Republican-

controlled committee did 

not ask the Division of Motor 

Vehicles to conduct a 

further review.  The plate, 

along with five other new 

designs, will be available to 

vehicle owners within the 

next year.  

Manufacturers say they 

have the good-paying jobs 

available, but they can't 

find skilled workers.  

Everyone agrees schools 

need to educate students 

in the lucrative fields.  The 

http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/new-plates.aspx?utm_source=Media+List&utm_campaign=4422e4c840-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_12_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dcc62cd283-4422e4c840-80415897
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/new-plates.aspx?utm_source=Media+List&utm_campaign=4422e4c840-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_12_07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dcc62cd283-4422e4c840-80415897


problem is a lack of 

educators qualified to 

teach.  Schools say 

experienced technical 

education teachers are 

retiring and colleges aren't 

producing enough to fill the 

high school openings.  

Some companies are 

apparently considering 

moves out of Wisconsin to 

areas where they can get 

the workers they need.  

With more than a dozen 

openings for tech-ed 

teachers, some who are 

certified in one discipline 

are returning to college to 

get the credits they need -- 

so they can teach those 

classes. 

 
 

 
Wis. Presidential recount will 
finish today News 12/12/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's presidential 

recount will finish today, 

one full week before the 

Electoral College registers 

the state's ten votes for 



Republican Donald Trump.  

As of Friday, all but seven of 

the 72 counties were done.  

That does not include Dane 

County, which completed 

its tally Saturday night in 

Madison and only about 

150-thousand of the state's 

nearly three million ballots 

had not been counted.  

There continued to be 

virtually no change from 

the election night tally, as 

14-hundred votes were 

added to the statewide 

total and Democrat Hillary 

Clinton gained only 25 net 

votes on Republican 

Donald Trump -- but that 

difference looked to be a 

little wider this  morning, as 

Clinton gained 172 votes 

while Trump stayed the 

same.   

Right after a change at the 

top, the Wisconsin based 

Culver's restaurant chain 

opened its 600th U-S 

restaurant.  The milestone 



was reached earlier this 

month when the frozen 

custard and burger chain 

based in Prairie du Sac 

opened eateries in Illinois, 

Arizona, Tennessee, 

Georgia, and Florida.  

Culver's will have opened 

43 restaurants this year -- 

and it's planning to open 44 

more in 2017.  The chain 

recently named its top 

financial officer, Joseph 

Koss, as its C-E-O after 

previous leader Phil Keiser 

died in October. 

Oneida County’s new 

mapping web application 

has been running almost a 

year and will be 

discontinued in early 

January.  The county land 

information office will 

demonstrate the new 

system tomorrow and next 

Tuesday at the courthouse 

at 3:00.  More information is 

available by contacting the 

land information office. 
 



  
Rhinelander rejects plan for 
2

nd
 softball field  News 12/13/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s City Council 

last night rejected plans for 

a second softball field at 

Pioneer Park.  The 6-2 vote 

ends nearly a year of 

meetings, public hearings 

and passionate pleas from 

those for and against the 

project.   

With winter finally arriving, 

snowmobilers are getting 

revved up.  While Price and 

Iron Counties have trail 

sections open, Vilas county 

officials announced their 

trails will open this week.  

While marshes are still soft 

and no lake trails are 

marked yet for safety 

concerns, recent snows 

and the now frigid 

temperatures are key 

ingredients for the system, 

which opens Thursday 

afternoon.  Oneida County 

expects trails to open next 

week.   

The YMCA of the 

Northwood’s aquatic 



center will be closed for 

maintenance soon.  From 

December 28th into mid-

January the pool area will 

shut down to allow for new 

lighting, ventilation and 

other needed 

improvements.   

Rhinelander’s Police 

Department joins other law 

enforcement agencies in 

the, Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over campaign.  The 

national event kicks off 

Thursday and runs through 

New Year’s Day.  Officers 

will be out in force to arrest 

drunk drivers before they or 

someone else is killed in an 

accident that could have 

been prevented.   

Authorities also remind ice 

anglers and hikers that lakes 

are not safe.  Several 

reports of incidents 

involving people in and 

around area waters 

prompted the warning of 

thin ice.  On average two 



inches of ice is needed to 

support a person’s weight 

and while some bays and 

sheltered areas are getting 

close, conditions can 

change rapidly over short 

distances.   
 

  
Wis. Goes from warm to very 
cold in weeks News 12/13/16 12n,5p 1:30 

  In just a matter of weeks, 

Wisconsin turned from a 

September mild to a 

January deep freeze. The 

mercury plunged to 13 

below by six this morning at 

Cumberland in northwest 

Wisconsin, with subzero 

temperatures as far south 

as Viroqua in the coldest 

morning of the season by 

far.  Wind chills were as low 

as minus 20 in Phillips and 

Medford.   

Wisconsin already tallied its 

first fatality as a Burlington 

man went through thin ice 

on Lake Como near Lake 

Geneva.  Local officials 

across the North remind 

people the temptation to 

get out on the ice in these 



cold temperatures 

shouldn’t get in the way of 

common sense.   Several 

counties have snowmobile 

trails open and more, like 

Vilas County, are opening 

this week but no lake trails 

are marked for good 

reason as the ice isn’t safe.   

Bernie Sanders says Donald 

Trump's presidential victory 

in Wisconsin reflects the 

"pain" and desperation of 

voters in the middle class.  

M-S-N-B-C put on a 

televised town hall meeting 

in Kenosha last night, where 

the Vermont senator and 

former Democratic White 

House hopeful said places 

like Wisconsin have 

"massive levels" of income 

inequality -- and the middle 

class has been 

"disappearing" for the last 

40 years.  Trump continues 

his national "Thank You Tour" 

tonight with a rally in West 

Allis, one day after a 



statewide recount showed 

he gained 131 votes on 

Democrat Hillary Clinton 

while preserving a 22-

thousand vote victory 

among three million ballots 

cast.  
 

  
Winter storm watches go 
across the state News 12/14/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Winter storm watches have 

already been posted for 

parts of Central Wisconsin 

as Arctic air pushes in, 

dropping windchills to 30-

below zero.  Adams, Clark, 

Juneau and Taylor counties 

could pick up at least six 

inches of new snow 

beginning Friday afternoon.  

Most of the state is under a 

wind chill advisory from six 

tonight into late tomorrow 

morning.  The storm is still 

taking shape and most 

areas will see significant 

snowfalls with the potential 

for more across the 

snowbelt.    

The cold weather has 

delayed work on the River’s 

Edge Trail on Wausau’s 



north side.  Yesterday 

workers placed the 80-foot 

bridge that will connect the 

trail along the Wisconsin.  

While the overall project is 

set to open in spring, 

officials hope the bridge will 

be useable by the end of 

the month.   

Downtown Rhinelander’s 

Streetscape project doesn’t 

pick up again until next 

year but officials are 

working on fine tuning 

what’s already finished, 

especially traffic patterns.  

A survey may still come this 

month for feedback on 

making Brown Street one 

way, allowing for angle 

parking on both sides.   

The Oneida County 

Humane Society expects to 

break ground next year to 

expand their facility east of 

Rhinelander.  At a news 

conference yesterday, 

plans were detailed 

showing the new layout, 



adding many efficiencies to 

the building they’ve 

already outgrown.  Last 

year the PETCO Foundation 

awarded a $100,000 grant 

to begin the project and 

there have been other 

large donations along the 

way.  About $250,000 is still 

needed to complete the 

expansion and officials 

hope those donations will 

be available by spring.   
 

  
Weather is a big issue in the 
state News 12/14/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Unlike yesterday morning, it 

was above zero 

everywhere in Wisconsin 

today.  But forecasters say 

the respite won't last long as 

another round of arctic air 

pushes its way into the 

Badger State.  By tomorrow 

morning, lows are supposed 

to get down to 15 below 

with wind chills as cold as 

minus 30.  Then on Friday, 

the National Weather 

Service says all of Wisconsin 

will get another dose of 

snow -- and up to eight 



inches predicted in the 

western part of the state 

into Saturday, on top of a 

nine inch storm from last 

weekend.  

A state Republican wants 

to make all Wisconsin high 

school students take 

random drug tests if they're 

in extra curricular activities, 

or if they park on school 

grounds.  Oconomowoc 

Representative Joel 

Kleefisch is drafting the 

measure for the next 

session.  It's one of a 

number of proposals 

considered by a panel 

Kleefisch formed to look for 

new ways to fight heroin 

use -- and that group 

includes lawmakers, police, 

educators, religious leaders 

and health care 

employees.  The drug 

testing bill would only apply 

to those in voluntary school 

activities -- and is in line with 

a U-S Supreme Court 



decision in 2002 which 

legalized random drug tests 

for high school youngsters in 

voluntary activities.  Some 

school districts in the 

Badger State already have 

their own similar policies – 

including Northland Pines. 

Republican President-elect 

Donald Trump offered his 

thanks to Wisconsin voters, 

during a stop in West Allis 

last night. Thousands turned 

out to see the first 

Republican presidential 

candidate to win Wisconsin 

since 1984.  
 

  
Wind chill advisories 
continue across the state  News 12/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wind chill advisories 

continue this morning as 

gusty west winds and 

temperatures well below 

zero will drop readings to 

better than 30-below.  On 

top of that, winter storm 

watches are now in effect 

for much of the state for 

significant snow beginning 

tomorrow night into 

Saturday.  Generally across 



the North 6-9 inches is 

expected with more in the 

snowbelt.  The bulk of this 

storm will hit Central and 

Western Wisconsin.  

Hazardous travel conditions 

are expected as are travel 

delays at airports across the 

state.  Several schools are 

closed or delayed today 

and those are found on this 

station’s website.   

The body of 47-year old 

Luann Beckman was found 

near a snowmobile trail in 

Phelps last May and the 

Vilas County Sheriff’s 

Department now reports 

she was strangled to death.  

Investigators said she was 

not sexually assaulted and 

the case is still open.  If 

anyone has information 

about the incident you’re 

asked to contact the Vilas 

County Sheriff. 

Many college students cut 

courses or drop out all 

together before reaching 



graduation because of 

financial constraints.  To 

help combat that, 

Northcentral Technical 

College in Wausau was 

awarded more than 

$181,000 in a college 

completion grant from the 

Great Lakes Higher 

Education Gurarnty 

Corporation.  NTC is one of 

14 schools getting the 

grant.  The college will 

identify students who’ve 

completed 75 or more 

percent of the credits 

needed to graduate but 

are at risk due to financial 

and other barriers.    

The DNR invites public 

comment on the new 

Chronic Wasting Disease 

Response Plan beginning 

next Tuesday.  The 

information’s available on 

the department website. 
 

  
Credit users shouldn’t have 
to worry about a huge hike in 
charges News 12/15/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The C-E-O of the Wisconsin 

Bankers Association says 

credit users should not have 



to worry about a large hike 

in their interest payments.  

That's after the Federal 

Reserve increased the rate 

banks pay for overnight 

loans by one-quarter-of-

one-percent -- only the 

second such rise in ten 

years, with three more 

increases to come in 2017.  

Rose Oswald Poels of the 

state bankers' group says 

any loans tied to the prime 

rate -- like credit cards, 

home equity accounts, and 

variable rate mortgages -- 

will see interest costs rise 

only a little.  And she says 

consumer borrowing will 

stay at "historically" low 

rates while savers will only 

get a small hike in interest 

payments.  

After 20 years of talks, the 

Forest County Potawatomi 

and U.S. Forest Service 

signed an agreement 

yesterday to allow for more 

cooperation and 



government-to-

government.    The 

agreement recognizes the 

Potawatomi as a sovereign 

nation and affirms the 

Forest Service’s 

commitment to this 

relationship.  This includes 

natural resource 

management, forest and 

wildlife management, 

invasive species, water and 

air quality management; 

access to each other’s 

lands, roads and trails; 

historic preservation and 

cultural resource 

management; and training 

and education. 

The DNR reports the deer 

herd in wisconsin’s northern 

forests are beginning to 

rebound.  The buck kill in 

the northern management 

zones was up 30% during 

last month’s nine day gun 

season.  The DNR’s 

restricted the antlerless hunt 

across the north the last 



two years to help the herd 

recover from severe 

winters.  The overall hunt 

was down 6% from last 

year. 
 

 
Light snow may cause some 
problems for the morning 
commute News 12/16/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Light snow this morning may 

cause some problems for 

the morning commute but it 

will be downright hazards 

later today as a winter 

storm takes aim on 

Wisconsin.  Warnings for 

heavy snowfalls this 

afternoon stretch into early 

Sunday morning with much 

of the area getting 6-12 

inches with the highest 

amounts in Vilas County 

and south and east of 

Merrill.  Strong winds will 

make visibility difficult and 

add to an already brutal 

wind chill through the 

weekend.   

A Prentice woman pleads 

guilty to stealing money 

from the mail.  47-year old 

Belinda Chizek made the 

plea in Federal Court in 



Madison yesterday after a 

grand jury returned an 

indictment against the 

former rural route mail 

carrier.  According to the US 

Attorney’s office, Chizek 

stole about $500 in cash 

from the mail she was 

assigned to deliver on 

routes in Phillips in February 

and March of this year.  

She’s back in court for 

sentencing February 14th.   

Five cases of pertussis or 

whopping cough have 

been confirmed at 

Rhinelander High School.  

The Oneida County Health 

Department reminds 

parents to make sure 

families are up to date on 

their vaccinations.  Typically 

symptoms include a runny 

nose and mild cough that 

can progress into more 

severe coughing and lead 

to complications including 

pneumonia and seizures, 

especially in young 



children.   

Through January 20th, the 

Rhinelander Rotary Club is 

accepting funding requests 

from area community 

groups, projects and non-

profit organizations for 

grants.  The funds support 

projects addressing unmet 

needs in the area including 

health and safety, 

recreation, arts and culture 

and basic human needs.  

Information is available on 

their website.   
 

 
Heavy snow expected in 
parts of the state over the 
weekend News 12/16/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin is supposed to 

get four to 12 inches in a 

snowstorm this  afternoon 

through Saturday.  The 

National Weather Service 

issued winter storm warnings 

for the entire state and 

they'll continue into 

Saturday night.  East central 

Wisconsin along Lake 

Michigan could be hit the 

hardest, with 10-12 inches. 

Central, east, and northeast 

areas may get 8-12 inches -



- Madison, Milwaukee, and 

southern Wisconsin can 

expect seven to eleven -- 

the far southwest and parts 

of the northwest could see 

as little as four and 

forecasters say we'll be 

back in the deep freeze 

Sunday and Monday 

mornings. 

Wisconsin is the nation's 

20th healthiest state, 

according to the annual 

"America's Health Rankings" 

from the United Health 

Foundation. The Badger 

State rose four spots from 

last year, tied for the 

nation's second largest 

increase in its overall rank -- 

but U-W Madison health 

expert Patrick Remington 

says Wisconsin used to be a 

national health leader, sixth 

best as recently as 1992.  

Wisconsin's obesity rate 

remains at almost 31-

percent, and only 18 states 

are fatter. The report also 



says the Badger State is the 

second worst for its 

excessive drinking, but it 

also had the nation's sixth 

biggest decline in smoking, 

with close to a one-percent 

drop. 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he will wait until after he 

signs the next state budget 

in late June before 

announcing if he'll seek a 

third term in 2018. The 

Republican Walker says he 

wants to focus his time and 

energy on Wisconsin's 

budget. 
 

 
Christmas break starting 
early for Rhinelander 
students News 12/19/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Christmas break is 

starting several days early 

for the Rhinelander School 

District.  Lead by an 

outbreak of pertussis or 

whooping cough, classes 

were cancelled beginning 

today.  The district and 

Oneida County Health 

Department have alerted 

parents to the symptoms 

and dangers of the highly 



contagious respiratory 

disease.  All after school 

events including practices 

and games have been 

cancelled also.  Classes 

resume January 2nd.  More 

information is available on 

the district’s website or by 

contacting the health 

department. 

 Despite public pressure, 

Republican electors say 

they're still going to vote for 

Donald Trump today when 

they cast their official 

ballots in Madison.  One 

elector says he has 

received more than 48-

thousand e-mails, another 

100 letters or postcards and 

at least 30 phone calls.  

Republicans have the first 

chance to cast electoral 

votes for their candidate in 

Wisconsin for the first time in 

32 years.  Opponents need 

three dozen electors to 

change their minds and, so 

far, only one has said he 



won't vote for Trump. 

The state funded 

snowmobile trail system in 

Oneida County opens 

tomorrow at noon.  While 

trails will be in good early 

season condition, officials 

warn operators to stay on 

the marked sections and 

use caution.  All lake trails 

remain closed and 

considered unsafe until 

they’ve been clearly 

marked by a local 

snowmobile club.  

Despite the frigid start to 

the day, milder weather is 

expected this week, 

tempered by the wind.  

Temperatures near freezing 

are expected by tomorrow 

with a chance for more 

snow on Wednesday.   

And in sports, a last second 

field goal lifted the Packers 

over the Bears, 27-24.   
 

 
Tomahawk man in jail in 
Lincoln Co.  News 12/19/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A 67-year old Tomahawk is 

in the Lincoln County Jail 

facing a felony and 



misdemeanor charge in the 

Town of Birch after deputies 

investigated a theft 

complaint.  Saturday, a 

resident in the town of 

Bradley reported their 

driveway was plowed by a 

stranger and had a ladder 

stolen.  A home security 

system caught the events.  

The man was found and 

arrested for burglary and 

theft.   

 Wisconsinites are flocking 

to post offices today to get 

their Christmas cards and 

packages sent.  This is the 

busiest mailing day of the 

year, according to the U-S 

Postal Service -- and 

officials expect five million 

Americans to visit their local 

post offices or satellite 

facilities.  In central 

Wisconsin, more than ten 

thousand people will have 

the stamps on their cards 

canceled with a special 

"Rudolph the Red Nosed 



Reindeer" design from the 

Rudolph Post Office in 

Wood County.  To make 

sure your greetings to get to 

people on time, the Post 

Office recommends you 

should get first class cards in 

the mail by tomorrow, with 

Priority Mail going out by 

Wednesday and Priority 

Express Service Friday.  On 

Christmas Eve, many postal 

locations will be open -- but 

a lot of them will close at 

noon Saturday. 

A Wisconsin man helps 

provide the impetus for a 

bill passed by Congress to 

help those with eating 

disorders and their families. 

Nathan Libbey of Burlington 

began pushing for extra 

insurance coverage for 

conditions like the bulimia 

that killed his wife Jennifer. 

Wisconsin Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin 

cosponsored the measure, 

which improves insurance 



coverage for education, 

training and treatment of 

eating disorders.  
 

 
State considering reopening 
a case at youth facility News 12/20/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin's attorney general 

now says he'll consider 

reopening the state's 

investigation into alleged 

youth inmate abuses at 

Lincoln Hills. Brad Schimel 

told the Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel last week he had no 

idea about the progress of 

two federal probes at the 

troubled facility near Irma in 

Lincoln County. State and 

federal investigators have 

spent the last two years 

looking into numerous 

allegations at Lincoln Hills -- 

including inmate abuse, 

sexual assault, strangulation, 

intimidation of witnesses, 

and tampering with public 

records.  

 

State funded snowmobile 

trails in Oneida County will 



officially open at noon today. 

The Oneida County Forestry, 

Land and Outdoor Recreation 

Department recommends that 

riders stay on clearly marked 

trails, which will be in rough, 

early season condition. All 

lake trails in Oneida County 

remain closed and are 

considered unsafe until they 

have been clearly marked by 

a local club.  

 

All ten Wisconsin Electoral 

College members cast their 

votes yesterday for 

Republican Donald Trump, 

while dozens of protestors 

stood outside the State 

Capitol in the cold. State G-

O-P chairman Brad Courtney 

ran the meeting, and 

announced their ten votes for 

Trump as required by state 

law after Trump won the 

Wisconsin popular vote by 

almost 23-thousand on 



November 8th. The Electoral 

College vote is normally a 

non-event, but it became a 

big deal during the recent 

national attempt by Trump 

opponents to get 37 electors 

to change their votes. 
 

 
Talk in the state about 
amending the constitution News 12/20/16 12n,5p 1:30 

There's more talk in Wisconsin 

about a convention to amend the 

U-S Constitution. Republican 

Governor Scott Walker was 

asked about it during a recent 

telephone town hall meeting. 

Despite disagreements from some 

law professors, Walker says he's 

convinced a convention could 

limit itself to issues the states 

want to raise -- namely, controls 

on federal power like term limits 

and requiring balanced federal 

budgets.  A couple years ago, 

state Senate Republican Chris 

Kapenga of Delafield said he was 

looking into a constitutional 

convention with a limited agenda 

-- but Democrats condemned the 

move, saying it could suggest 

other constitutional changes like 

limiting free speech and dissent. 



 

 A northwest Wisconsin man has 

been pardoned for forging postal 

money orders almost 35 years 

ago. Joseph Swies of Frederic 

was among 78 convicts President 

Barack Obama pardoned Monday 

while on a holiday family 

vacation in Hawaii. Swies spent 

three years on probation and was 

ordered to pay almost 13-hundred 

dollars in restitution upon his 

conviction in 1984 -- and his 

pardon means he can vote again, 

hold public office, and sit on a 

jury. Obama also shortened the 

sentences of 153 more criminals 

Monday. 

 

Wisconsin Realtors have sold a 

record number of existing houses 

during November. The Realtors 

Association said yesterday  its 

members sold almost 58 hundred 

homes last month, a 19-percent 

increase from last year's total for 

the month of almost 49 hundred. 

For the year as a whole, sales and 

the average selling price both 

rose by almost six percent. The 

Realtors' Association says 



Wisconsin remains on pace for its 

strongest housing year since 

2005, when the group 

recalibrated its system for 

recording home sales. 
 

 
Gov. Walker asks President 
Trump about states taking 
more control with refugees News 12/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker has 

asked President Elect Donald 

Trump to give states more control 

in deciding how many refugees it 

can accept from nations 

connected to terrorism. In a letter, 

the Republican Walker said states 

have become "provinces of an all 

powerful federal government in 

Washington," and "now is the 

time to reverse that trend." 

Walker also asked Trump to let 

Wisconsin require drug tests for 

childless adults to get federal 

food stamp, and the governor also 

called on the president elect to let 

the state charge more for 

Medicaid premiums for recipients 

who don't practice healthy 

lifestyles. 

 

Wisconsin G-O-P Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos expects his 

chamber to ban the sale of 

aborted fetal tissue to scientists 



early in next year's session. 

During his year-end interviews 

with State Capitol media outlets, 

Vos said he wants the bill to 

make sure the U-W can continue 

its studies. He also said Tuesday 

there's no need for lawmakers to 

consider changes in legislative 

districts, even though a federal 

judicial panel struck down the G-

O-P's controversial 2011 maps. 

Vos also says he's not interested 

in forcing those in high school 

extra curricular activities to pass 

drug tests --  schools should make 

their own decisions on 

transgender bathrooms -- and he's 

open to a proposed second 

increase in state park admission 

and camping fees to reduce a 

park deficit. 

 

The V-A hospital in Madison has 

the highest health care quality 

rating among Wisconsin's three 

federal veterans' medical centers. 

The V-A has released the ratings 

for its 146 facilities around the 

country. The Madison hospital 

had a four-star rating out of five 

on June 30th, the same as last 



December. The Milwaukee 

hospital slipped from four stars to 

three ,and the Tomah V-A had 

three star ratings in both periods.  
 

 
Pertussis outbreak in the ara 
schools  News 12/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

In the wake of increasing 

cases of pertussis in Vilas 
County, the Northland 
Pines School District 
administrators have 
cancelled classes today and 
tomorrow, leading up to the 
scheduled holiday vacation 
starting Friday.  The early 
closing of classes in the 
Northland Pines District  
follows the cancellation of 
classes in  Rhinelander due 
to confirmed cases of 
Whooping Cough in that 
district. Meanwhile, the 
Vilas County Health 
Department urges anyone 
who has the symptoms of 
pertussis to seek medical 
care and practice social 
distancing to avoid 
spreading the disease.  



Wisconsin's population is 

growing slower than the 

nation as a whole. A new 

report from the U-S Census 

Bureau estimates that the 

Badger State has five-

million, 778-thousand-708 

residents as of July first -- an 

increase of two-tenths-of-

one-percent from the 

previous year, while the 

nation as a whole grew by 

seven-tenths-of-one-percent. 

Wisconsin remains the 20th 

most populous among the 50 

states. Only 15 states grew at 

a slower pace than the 

Badger State in the past year 

-- and Utah had the fastest 

growth, the only state with a 

population growth of more 

than two-percent since 2015. 

The Wisconsin National 

Guard says its armories 

throughout the state are in the 

process of having lead 

removed. And until the work 



is finished, facilities will not 

be rented to community 

groups. The Wisconsin State 

Journal of Madison says 18 

armories in the state had 

much higher lead levels than 

federal guidelines. It's a 

concern because many 

armories either have indoor 

shooting ranges -- or they 

used to have them. 
 

 
State schools will see 
increase in state funding  News 12/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin’s K-12 public 

schools will see a sizeable 

increase in state aid in 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

new budget.  He said rural 

schools are specifically 

being targeted using the 

sparsity aid program as 

these districts face higher 

transportation costs 

because of their size and 

distance of travel.  Details 

will be available after he 

submits the new two year 

spending plan to 

lawmakers in February.   

Walker also, in a letter to 



president elect Donald 

Trump, wants Wisconsin to 

have a broader role in 

placing refugees in the 

state and where they come 

from. 

The Rhinelander Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

has new leadership.  

Maggie Steffen of 

Rhinelander was 

announced as the new 

executive director by the 

board yesterday.  She has 

more than 16 years of non-

profit experience, most 

recently as the executive 

director of Downtown 

Rhinelander, Incorporated, 

in addition to other working 

experience.  She begins her 

duties January 2nd.   

Snowmobile trails across the 

North are either open or just 

about to but the weather 

isn’t cooperating again.  

Operators are urged to 

check local conditions 

because the recent and 



continuing mild 

temperatures are changing 

conditions rapidly.  Few 

lake trails are marked yet.  

The more than 400 miles of 

trails in Forest county open 

tomorrow morning.  Overall, 

riding is considered fair to 

good.   

Several weeks ago two 

Rhinelander area children 

were accosted by a driver, 

whose passing car was hit 

by snowballs.  In Wausau, 

that toss could cost $114.  

Police say the law’s been 

around for a while and 

while they typically issue 

warnings, they also write 

tickets.  As long as that 

snowball stays in your yard, 

there’s no problem. 
 

 
State colleges asked to 
review courses to make sure 
they are legit News 12/22/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The head of the state 

Assembly Colleges 

Committee isn’t interested 

in micromanaging the U-W -

- but told his staff to review 

course offerings to make 

sure they're "legit."  



Greenville Republican Dave 

Murphy says a Madison 

class this spring called "The 

Problem With Whiteness" is 

not legitimate -- and unless 

it's canceled, he and other 

Republicans say it could put 

additional state funding for 

the university system in 

jeopardy for next year.  The 

U-W says the non required 

course is an examination of 

white culture throughout 

the world and will lead to a 

"deeper understanding" of 

racial issues.  But Murphy 

says the class adds to the 

"polarization of the races in 

our state," and the instructor 

should be fired. 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he's not wild about making 

high school students pass 

drug tests if they want to be 

in extra curricular activities 

or park their cars at school.  

Lawmakers want to push for 

the requirements next year 

as part of a 



recommendation by 

various leaders to fight 

heroin abuse. But Walker 

said he had not heard the 

drug testing idea discussed 

anywhere else -- and he 

wants to focus on things 

that "seem to have the 

most universal attention" in 

the upcoming legislative 

session.  

By the hundreds they lined 

up at Lambeau Field in 

Green Bay this morning to 

shovel snow.  It’s been 18 

days since the Packers 

played at home and a lot 

of snow was covering the 

bleachers.  Shovelers got 

$10/hour to get the seats 

ready for Saturday’s game 

against Minnesota. 
 

 
Rhinelander man in jail on 
child porn charges News 12/23/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Rhinelander man is back 

in court just after the new 

year on charges of child 

pornography.  60-year old 

Roger Krutke is accused of 

taking photos and videos 

and improperly touching a 



young girl.  The complaint 

alleges the events were 

taking place over a two 

year period.   

 

The US Coast Guard has 

weighed in on the unsafe 

ice conditions across the 

state.  The warming 

temperatures this weekend 

can pose safety issues on 

Lake Michigan as well as 

most inland lakes, rivers, 

streams and ponds.  An 82-

year old man dropped his 

truck into Lake Wisconsin 

yesterday but he was able 

to escape.  Officials warn 

ice thickness can vary 

greatly in a small area and 

advise people to stay away 

from crack, seams, pressure 

ridges, slushy and dark 

areas.  Few lakes across the 

North are fully marked yet 

for snowmobiles and 

operators are urged to stay 

on the marked trails.  The 

weather this weekend 



won’t help conditions as 

one-to-three inches of 

slushy snow is forecast 

today with freezing rain in 

some areas tomorrow night 

with a rain/snow mix on 

Christmas Day, Sunday.   

 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

been opposed to tax or fee 

increases to pay for roads 

unless other parts of the 

budget get cut.  But he says 

park and camping fees are 

different because people 

have a choice whether or 

not to go there.  So he says 

it’s reasonable to charge 

more.  The DNR included 

fee hikes in their budget 

proposals but Walker said 

he probably wouldn’t 

include all them, but some 

adjustments would be 

made. 
 

 
Gov. Walker has doubts 
about a state funded 
junvenile prison  News 12/23/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker now 

says he doubts the state will 

help pay for a new juvenile 

prison in Milwaukee County.  



The Republican Walker 

recently said he was open 

to helping the county pay 

for a 36 bed facility to 

house offenders who would 

normally go to the state's 

Lincoln Hills facility near 

Irma which the federal 

government is investigating 

for alleged prisoner abuses 

and civil rights violations.   

 Globe University plans to 

shut down all seven of its 

Wisconsin locations by the 

end of the month.  That's 

after a judge in Minnesota 

ruled in favor of that state's 

attorney general, who 

alleged the profit making 

Globe schools used 

deception to enroll students 

in criminal justice programs 

-- and federal officials 

revoked access to student 

aid programs, which Globe 

is appealing while saying 

there are no issues with the 

education it provides.  The 

school has a campus in 



Wausau.  Globe said its 

students could arrange to 

complete their classes with 

Broadview University of 

Utah. 

A four day weekend begins 

today for people whose 

employers normally close 

on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day.  The Triple 

"A" estimates more than 

two-point-one-million 

Wisconsin residents will 

travel at least 50 miles or 

more to a holiday 

destination between now 

and January second.  That's 

up from last year's Christmas 

and New Year's period -- 

and the Triple "A" says it's 

due to lower gas prices, an 

improved economy and 

more consumer optimism.  

That drive won't be easy this 

weekend with a mix of 

snow, freezing drizzle, rain, 

and thunderstorms in the 

forecast through Sunday.  
 

 News 12/26/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 After a night of freezing rain 



Weather conditions not good 
across the area 

and sleet, roads early this 

morning are ice-covered 

and very slippery.  The 

temperature is forecast to 

drop into the 20s as the day 

wears on and wind gusts 

over 40-mph and 

intermittent snow showers 

are expected to make 

matters worse.   

A Mosinee family had their 

home destroyed by fire 

yesterday.  At least six 

departments responded to 

the blaze on Otter Lane 

shortly after 1:00.  The family 

was away visiting for the 

holiday when the blaze was 

reported, apparently 

starting in the basement.  

The exact cause isn’t 

known.   

 Some northern Wisconsin 

loggers are delaying timber 

harvests in the hopes 

the market will improve.  

Prices for timber products 

have dropped over the 

past eight months and an 



oversupply of raw material 

on the market is leading 

some to consider their 

options.  Officials say larger 

mills don't have as much 

need for wood since they 

have full inventories and 

delaying harvests has 

increased uncertainty for 

northern Wisconsin counties 

that aren't paid for timber 

sale contracts until the 

wood is harvested.   

Weather is also an issue 

because the soft ground 

prohibits heavy equipment 

from gaining access to 

timber land. 

The January 1st showdown 

between the Green Bay 

Packers and Detroit Lions 

has been "flexed," with the 

starting time at Ford Field 

moved from noon to 7:30 p-

m.  No matter what Detroit 

does in tonight's game at 

Dallas, the New Year's Day 

game in Detroit will 

determine the winner of the 



N-F-C North and their first 

playoff game at home.   
 

 
Ice storms across the state 
cause problems  News 12/26/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Counties across much of 

the North endured the 

problems caused by the ice 

storm, depositing as much 

at 3/4ers of an inch in some 

locations.  Trees were 

cleared from town roads 

into the night and 

Tomahawk firefighters 

responded to a transformer 

explosion shortly before 

1030 last night on a power 

pole on County A at the 

entrance to South Country 

Courts, that ignited the 

pole.  Sagging power lines 

have also been an issue 

with outages this morning 

mostly in the areas around 

Deerbrook, Bryant, Eagle 

River and St. Germain.   

The deadline for 

applications to fill the police 

chief vacancy in 

Rhinelander is Friday.  To 

date, 14 applications have 

been received and the 



Police and Fire Commission 

meets early next month to 

review them and decide 

how to involve a consultant 

to pare down the search.  

Police Chief Mike Steffes 

resigned in November and 

Capt Ron Luenburg has 

been holding the position 

since then.   

Lincoln County deputies 

reported a normal 

Christmas holiday with one 

of the biggest complaints 

involving disputes over child 

custody.  Most of them 

involved parents without 

the proper or current 

paperwork signed by a 

judge clarifying placement 

for the holidays.  Without, 

law enforcement must refer 

the incidents back to the 

court. 

The leader of Democrats in 

the state Assembly has no 

plans to run for governor.  

Representative Peter Barca 

of Kenosha says he's 



focused on his job leading 

minority Democrats. While 

he’s not interested, he 

noted that several other 

Democrats have been 

mentioned as potential 

candidates for 2018.   
 

 
Storms create problems over 
the weekend  News 12/27/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The high winds and ice 

storm created problems for 

power crews over the 

holiday weekend.  As of 

early this morning all but 23 

customers of Wisconsin 

Public Service had their 

power restored as the 

combination dropped 

power lines and caused 

transformers to fail.  The ice 

snapped tree limbs and 

sparked several fires, 

blocked roads and small 

branches littered everything 

from sidewalks to 

driveways.  Wind gusts 

peaked over 50 miles per 

hour in Marshfield.  Across 

much of the North those 

winds easily topped 45 

miles an hour on average.  



Temperatures will hover 

below normal today but 

moderate as the weekend 

draws near. 

The cause of death is 

unknown, as is the cause of 

a fire in a Wisconsin Rapids 

apartment yesterday 

afternoon.  The body of a 

59-year old man was 

discovered about 3:30 as 

firefighters arrived.  No 

other information is 

available. 

The state Supreme Court is 

expected to rule tomorrow 

whether the state Justice 

Department has to turn 

over training videos 

featuring Republican 

Attorney General Brad 

Schimel to the Wisconsin 

Democratic Party.  The 

party filed a lawsuit in 2014 

seeking videos of 

presentations Schimel, then 

the Waukesha county DA, 

gave at D-O-J seminars in 



2009 and 2013 on how to 

prosecute sexual predators.  

The Democrats alleged 

Schimel may have made 

inappropriate remarks 

during the seminars.  

Rhinelander homeowners 

may be eligible for no 

interest loans for repairs.  If 

qualified, property owners 

receive the funds through 

the Community 

Development Block Grant 

program.  The funds are 

limited and applications are 

available at the City Hall.  

 

 
State lawmakers want to all 
options open to work on 
huge road fun deficit News 12/27/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Assembly Republicans say 

all options should be on the 

table while they work on 

closing a billion-dollar 

deficit in Wisconsin's 

transportation fund.  

Governor Scott Walker has 

said it's okay to consider 

raising gas taxes or vehicle 

registration fees to pay for 

the state's roads, but they 

will have to figure out a 



way to off-set the money 

Wisconsin residents will be 

paying.  Republican 

Speaker Robin Vos says he's 

not advocating a tax 

increase, but all options 

should be considered so 

Wisconsin roads don't fall 

apart and the state's debt 

doesn't go higher. 

Strong winds in the Mosinee 

area knocked trees onto 

power lines and started a 

fire yesterday morning.  No 

injuries were reported, but 

Wisconsin Public Service 

work crews spent about 

four hours restoring 

electricity to customers.  

Also yesterday Michigan’s 

two peninsula’s were 

reunited when the 

Mackinac Bridge 

reopened.  Falling ice from 

the cables and towers of 

the nearly five mile span 

prompted closing the 

bridge on Christmas day 



into early Monday.   

Authorities rescued 10 

anglers left stranded after 

the ice floes they were on 

broke off on 

Chequamegon Bay in Lake 

Superior.  The Ashland Fire 

Department reported the 

incident happened just 

before 8:30 yesterday 

morning in the Bono Creek 

area between Washburn 

and Ashland.  Ashland Fire 

Capt. Scott Thimm says as 

rescuers responded, they 

learned from dispatchers 

there were actually two 

groups of people stranded.  

Thimm says the first group of 

five was rescued, and then 

the second group.  All were 

returned safely to shore and 



no injuries were reported. 

 

 
Snowmobile death in Vilas 
Co.  News 12/28/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The young snowmobile 

season has its first fatality as 

Vilas County authorities 

report the death of a 63-

Illinois man.  The Sheriff’s 

Department got a 911 call 

about 8:30 about the crash 

along Vandercook Road in 

Arbor Vitae.  The machine 

hit a tree, with the driver 

reported dead at the 

scene.  The cause of the 

crash is still under 

investigation. 

The Fox River Mall in Grand 

Chute, near Appleton was 

evacuated last night as 

authorities searched for a 

man with a weapon.  Just 

after 6, police received a 

call of a man, sitting in a 

car in the parking lot with a 

gun, threatening to start 

shooting.  The suspect, 28-

year old Christopher 

Hawkins is still at large and 



considered armed and 

dangerous.   

A 25-year old Wausau man 

is in the Marathon County 

Jail facing 10 felony counts 

of possessing child 

pornography.  Seth Menting 

is accused of having an 

online account where 

investigators found more 

than 3000 files, hundreds of 

which allegedly included 

children.  He’s back in court 

January third. 

Repeat drunken drivers will 

face tougher penalties in 

Wisconsin starting with the 

new year.  The new law 

makes a fourth drunk 

driving offense a felony 

regardless of when it's 

committed.  It also 

increases the maximum jail 

sentences for numerous 

offenses. 

The Rhinelander Salvation 

Army ended its bell ringing 

campaign, raising nearly 

$33,000.  The majority of 



those funds stay for local 

programs to help people in 

short-term emergency 

situations.  83 people 

volunteered this year to ring 

at the three locations in 

city.  Donations are still 

welcome. 
 

 
State DOT will be under new 
leadership in the new year News 12/28/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The state Department of 

Transportation will be under 

new leadership next year, 

as it gears up for what’s 

expected to be a 

contentious state budget 

process.  DOT Secretary 

Mark Gottlieb will step 

down from his position on 

January 6th.  Department 

of Safety and Professional 

Services Secretary Dave 

Ross will then take over the 

agency on January 7.  A 

spokesman for the 

governor’s office said 

Gottlieb “expressed his 

intent to retire and spend 

more time with his family.”  

Gottlieb’s departure from 

the agency comes just 



weeks after he appeared 

before an Assembly 

committee. During that 

hearing, he told lawmakers 

that a budget plan offered 

by the agency would lead 

to roads in the state 

continuing to deteriorate.  

Gottlieb told lawmakers 

that the number of 

Wisconsin roads in poor 

shape would double in the 

next decade if new 

revenues are not found. 

The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court this morning ruled 

Department of Justice 

training videos of Attorney 

general Brad Schimel will 

not be released.  The state 

Democratic party sued for 

them alleging he made 

inappropriate remarks 

during talks about sexual 

predators. 

 A new analysis concludes 

Wisconsinites have the fifth 

http://www.wrn.com/2016/12/transportation-budget-plan-faces-tough-questions-in-assembly-hearing/
http://www.wrn.com/2016/12/transportation-budget-plan-faces-tough-questions-in-assembly-hearing/


lowest amount of credit 

card debt in the country.  

The study, done by 

CreditCards.com, found 

the average credit card 

debt for a Wisconsin 

resident was $34,600.  The 

average credit card 

balance for state residents 

was $4,693.  North Dakotans 

carry the least amount of 

credit card debt, with 

residents of Iowa, 

Minnesota, Massachusetts, 

and Wisconsin rounding out 

the top five.  The states with 

the highest average debt in 

the nation were Alaska and 

New Mexico. 

 

 
More details are becoming 
available of firing of 
Langlade Co. sheriff News 12/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

More details are coming to 

light surrounding the 

sudden retirement of 

Langlade County Sheriff Bill 

Greening.  The Marathon 

County District Attorney is 

investigating a former 

Langlade county human 

http://www.creditcards.com/credit-card-news/states-debt-burden.php


resources director but the 

reasons are unknown.  That 

person resigned last year.  

Greening was critical of the 

county board in his 

resignation that comes two 

years early. 

Newbold First Responders 

were dispatched to a 

snowmobile accident 

yesterday afternoon. 

 About 1:30 the crash was 

reported at 7169 Rainbow 

Lake Road near Rainbow 

Shores Bar off the flowage 

where a woman sustained 

a head injury.  No other 

information was available. 

Snowmobile trails are open 

for the most part by local 

clubs still advise caution.  

Systems crossing swamps 

are still finding open water 

and many lakes are not 

marked yet.  Groomers in 

the Minocqua area 

yesterday are still finding 

spots with only 4-inches of 

ice and urge riders never to 



cross unmarked water.  

Overall trails across the 

North are in fair to good 

early season condition.   

A Rhinelander man already 

charged with sexual assault 

of a child in Oneida County 

faces additional charges.  

60-year old Roger Krutke is 

accused of possessing child 

pornography and taking 

video of the assaults.  He 

now has two more counts 

against him in Wood 

County.  Krutke remains 

jailed on a $50,000 cash 

bond and is due in court 

early next month.    

The Newbold Outdoor 

recreation Area hiking and 

snowshoe trail opens 

tomorrow, just north of 

Rhinelander on Ole Lake 

Road.  The site is the future 

home of a championship 

18-hole disc golf course, set 

to open next fall.   
 

 
Gov. Walker in Cuba today News 12/29/16 12n,5p 1:30 Governor Scott Walker is in 



Cuba today at the 

Guantanamo Bay U-S naval 

station.  The state's National 

Guard invited the 

Republican Walker to meet 

with troops from 

Milwaukee's 32nd Military 

Police Company, 

supporting a detention 

camp for prisoners 

captured in the Middle East 

as part of the nation's 

terrorist fighting efforts.  

Earlier this month, Walker 

traveled to the Middle East 

to see Wisconsin troops 

serving in Afghanistan and 

elsewhere. 

Former governor Tommy 

Thompson, also a past U-S 

health secretary, met with 

Donald Trump on the 

dismantling of Obamacare 

-- but neither indicated 

what was talked about at 

their meeting yesterday. 

The Republican Thompson 

supported the repeal of 

Barack Obama's Affordable 



Care Act when he ran 

unsuccessfully for the U-S 

Senate in 2012 -- and he 

also spearheaded the start 

of Badger Care, the state's 

Medicaid health insurance 

program for the poor.  

Older Wisconsinites appear 

to be the most affected by 

the flu this winter.  State 

health officials say that 161 

cases have been 

confirmed statewide -- and 

almost half of all flu cases 

infected those 50 and 

older.  Ninety-five people 

were sick enough to be 

hospitalized -- and of those, 

63-percent were at least 65. 

 State health officer Karen 

McKeown says it's not too 

late to get a flu shot -- and 

it's still one of the most 

effective ways to protect 

you, your family and friends 

and acquaintances from 

getting sick.  McKeown also 

says good hygiene habits 

help -- like washing your 



hands, covering your 

coughs and not share your 

drinking cups and straws. 
 

 
Former Oneida Co. officer 
facing charges News 12/30/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Former Oneida County 

Sheriff’s detective Sergeant 

Sara Welcenbach faces 

two felony counts and 

dismissal from the 

department.  Online 

records using the last name 

of Gardner, she’s accused 

of stealing money from a 

fund used for undercover 

drug investigations, a 

division she headed.  She’s 

been on unpaid leave 

since August of 2014.  

Wednesday documents 

were drawn up 

recommending her firing.  A 

pre-trial conference is set 

for January 18th.    

Wausau on the Water, the 

new downtown riverfront 

development project 

opened yesterday.  The 

sprawling entertainment 

complex features a sports 



bar and restaurant, arcade 

with 40 games and 6,000 

square foot multi-level laser 

tag room.  An outdoor 

patio on the riverfront 

opens next year.  The 

project will also include a 

climbing wall, giant chess 

board, kayak launches and 

exercise area.  City officials 

are working to attract and 

keep young professionals 

and their families in the 

area and believe this is a 

big first step in that 

direction.   

Governor Scott Walker will 

deliver his State of the State 

address to lawmakers 

January 10th.  He’s 

requested a joint session of 

the Legislature for that 

Tuesday at 7 p.m. to deliver 

the annual speech, which 

he’ll use to outline his 

priorities for the coming 

year, as lawmakers return to 

the Capitol with larger 

Republican majorities in 



both the Senate and 

Assembly.  

And in sports, the eighth-

ranked Wisconsin Badgers 

are eight point favorites to 

beat Western Michigan in 

Monday’s Cotton 

Bowl…and, with a division 

title on the line, the Packers 

are still resting key players 

ahead of their game with 

Detroit Sunday night. 
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Wisconsin is about to 

finish one of its warmest and 

wettest years.  The National 

Weather Service finds 2016 

is the fourth warmest on 

record. Rhinelander set a 

new record for its total 

annual precipitation with 

42-point-seven-five inches 

of precipitation.  That's no 

surprise, considering virtually 

all regions of the state had 

places with massive 

downpours and flooding 

this summer.  Much of far 

northern Wisconsin had at 



least one inch of new snow 

yesterday and Gile in Iron 

County had three-point-

three inches.  Forecasters 

predict light snow and 

freezing rain for much of the 

state tonight and tomorrow. 

Nineteen states will raise 

their minimum wages at 

the start of the New Year, 

but Wisconsin won’t be one 

of them.  Washington state 

and Massachusetts will 

have the nation's highest 

minimums, at eleven dollars 

per hour. Wisconsin's 

minimum wage remains at 

seven-dollars and 25-cents -

- same as the national 

minimum wage that was 

last raised in 2009.  

Majority Republicans 

side with business groups 

which say raising the 

minimum wage will reduce 

jobs and raise prices. In 

September, a statewide 

Marquette Law School poll 

found 51-percent of those 



surveyed favored a 15-

dollar minimum wage in the 

Badger State -- and 23-

percent of Republicans 

supported it. 

A study committee is voting 

by mail whether to 

recommend more specific 

rules to protect Wisconsin's 

Indian burial mounds.  

Ballots are due today on a 

proposal by a Legislative 

Council study panel that 

more clearly determines 

when the State Historical 

Society can protect burial 

mounds from development.  

Tribal leaders say the 

mounds are religious and 

cultural sites that must be 

preserved.  
 

 

 


