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Motorist flown to hospital 
after accident  News 7/1/16 6a,7a,8a `1:30 

A motorcyclist was flown to 

Wausau Aspirus Hospital 

yesterday after a traffic 

accident near Eagle River.  

The Vilas County Sheriff’s 

department reported the 

crash about 8:30 just east of 

the city on Hwy. 70.  As a 

car was attempting to turn 

into a gas station, the biker 

hit the car, throwing the 

driver from the machine.  

No other information is 

available. 

Today is one of the largest 

single travel days in the 

state with the opening of 

the July Fourth holiday and 

in Rhinelander, opening the 

gates to the Hodag 

Country Festival.  Law 

enforcement officials stress 



patience especially in the 

construction zone along 

Hwy 51 to Minocqua and 

the rerouted traffic through 

downtown Rhinelander. 

River Road to the festival 

grounds already has 

campers lining the route 

into the festival grounds in 

advance of Saturday’s 

opening.  Parades 

celebrating the holiday will 

also slow down or change 

traffic patterns.    It’s also a 

busy weekend on the water 

as local and DNR patrols will 

be out ensuring safe 

boating.  The DNR issued 

289 OWI citations last year 

and 16 of the 115 boating 

accidents involved alcohol.  

Eleven of the 21 fatalities 

also involved drinking and 

contributed to dozens 

more.  Officials encourage 

people to drink responsibly 

and like with a vehicle, 

make sure a sober driver is 

running the boat.   



Gas prices are the lowest 

they’ve been in 11 years, 

averaging $2.38 at the 

pump.  It’s $2.42 across 

much the North.  Wisconsin 

AAA recommends leaving 

on your road trip in the 

morning since peak times 

will be this afternoon and 

again Monday. 
 

  
Mosinee man dies in 
weekend crash News 7/4/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 While most Wisconsin 

School Districts will benefit 

from an increase in state 

aid for the upcoming year, 

schools across the North 

weren’t so lucky.  General 

school aid increased by 

about $108-million in figures 

released by the 

Department of Public 

Instruction.  The Wausau, 

Merrill and Antigo districts 

will see small increases while 

districts in Rhinelander, 

Lakeland, Tomahawk, 

Eagle River and Lac du 

Flambeau will see 

reductions from 15 to 65%.  

The Mercer district aid was 



cut to zero.  The agency 

figures show aid was cut 

across the board by 1.4% to 

pay for 7800 students 

enrolled in charter schools 

at a cost of about $64-

million.   

 

A 49-year old Mosinee man 

died in a weekend crash.  

The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s office reported 

Randall Corazalla rolled his 

vehicle on Hwy Y in the 

Town of Reid Saturday night 

and was thrown out.  He 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene. 

 

Fire yesterday afternoon 

destroyed a barn on Hwy N 

near Edgar.  No one was 

home at the time and 

firefighters said no animals 

were inside the structure.  

The cause remains 

unknown. 

 

There’s a new invasive plant 



in the state with toxic sap 

that can burn human skin.  

The DNR reported giant 

hogweed plants have 

shown up in southeastern 

parts of the state.  The plant 

can grow as high as 20-feet 

and sprout 3-foot leaves.  

The sap contains glucosides 

that react with the sun and 

can severely burn skin, 

cause blisters or temporary 

blindness.  Officials sprayed 

more than 800 plants with 

herbicide to control the 

spread. 
 

  
People celebrated the 4

th
 of 

July in style News 7/5/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 No matter where the 

parades or fireworks were 

yesterday, people were 

ready to celebrate the 

Fourth of July.  From small 

towns to the city of 

Rhinelander, where 

thousands lined the streets 

along the adjusted parade 

route due to the downtown 

construction.  The weather 

cooperated into the 

evening putting an end to 



a rare perfect extended 

holiday weekend.   

However in Wausau, the 

wind picked up enough for 

officials to cancel the 

evening fireworks display.  

The fire department 

determined the situation to 

be a safety hazard.  The 

pleasant weather ends 

tonight as showers and 

storms move in and some 

may be severe. 

A homeless man has been 

arrested in Italy, charged 

with killing 19-year old Beau 

Solomon.  The UW student 

from Spring Green was 

found in the Tiber River.  He 

left last week to study 

abroad at John Cabot 

University.  Police say he 

went out with friends 

Thursday night and wasn’t 

at orientation Friday, 

prompting the search.  The 

family said Solomon’s credit 

cards were used heavily 

since he disappeared. 



For the third time, the North 

Central Regional Planning 

Commission will try for a 

federal grant to get rail cars 

for loggers to use.  A 

spokesman said the funds 

would develop a new fleet 

of cars to transport logs 

across the Great Lakes 

forest areas.  Officials say a 

lack of private investment 

has hurt the industry.  Two 

previous attempts for 

federal transportation 

grants were refused.  This 

funding is one of the only 

ways cities, metro region 

and transit agencies can 

apply directly for federal 

money, bypassing the state 

DOT. 
 

  
4

TH
 OF July fireworks called 

off in Wausau News 7/5/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 Spring Green salutes native 

son Beau Solomon.  About 

200 people attended a 

candlelight vigil last night at 

River Valley High School, just 

hours after they learned 

that the 19-year-old U-W 

Madison student was found 



dead in Rome where he 

was in a summer study 

program. Word came 

overnight that a 40-year-old 

Italian homeless man was 

arrested in the death. 

Winds blew in the wrong 

direction in Wausau, forcing 

a last minute cancellation 

of the city's July Fourth 

fireworks.  Fire Lieutenant 

Steve Robers says it would 

have been too much of a 

safety hazard for the show 

to go on -- because the 

winds were strong enough 

to blow hot debris onto the 

crowd at Wausau's 

Marathon Park.  Fire crews 

did some test shots before 

announcing about 9:20 the 

show was off. City media 

reported lots of 

disappointment -- and 

spectators vented their 

frustrations on social media. 

 Both U-S Senate 

candidates in Wisconsin 

chose the northern two 



thirds of the state to court 

voters at July Fourth 

parades and events. 

Republican incumbent Ron 

Johnson tweeted about his 

appearances in 

Rhinelander, Tomahawk, 

Minocqua, and Phillips -- 

where he was joined by 

Wausau House Republican 

Sean Duffy and state 

Senate Republican Tom 

Tiffany.  Democrat Russ 

Feingold, who's trying to win 

back the U-S Senate seat 

he lost to Johnson six years 

ago, spent his holiday in the 

Oshkosh area.  The most 

recent Marquette Law 

School poll indicated voters 

are starting to focus on the 

contest, one of the top 

races targeted by 

Democrats as they try win 

back control of that 

chamber. 

 

  
Rhinelander FD called out to 
church center News  7/6/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Shortly before 3:30 

yesterday Rhinelander 



firefighters were called to 

reports of smoke at the 

Bethesda Lutheran 

community life center on 

Pelham Street.  Initially it 

was believed to be in a 

dumpster but officials 

searched the facility for the 

source but couldn’t find it.  

An electrical problem may 

have been at fault but was 

not considered a danger.   

 

The same family foundation 

behind the new community 

pool in Merrill is also the 

main funding source for a 

$3-million project to rebuild 

much of Jay Stadium at the 

high school.  Ground was 

broken yesterday for the 

project that will include 

artificial turf, a new 

drainage system, 

concessions, restrooms and 

more.  School officials 

expect to have the work 

finished when the season 

kicks off in late August. 



 

A 92-year old Wausau man 

will spend the rest of his life 

in prison, sentenced to 20-

years for repeatedly 

sexually abusing children in 

complaints that date back 

to the 1960s.  Edward 

Heckendorf didn’t 

apologize when one of his 

victims asked in court 

yesterday.  Most of the 

children were family 

members.   

 

The Aspirus FastCare Clinic 

in Wausau is closed.  Inside 

the Shopko, the walk-in 

facility treated simple 

illnesses and minor injuries.  

Officials cited a lack of 

business as the reason and 

said there are other options 

for patients who visited the 

clinic.   

 

Wausau native Gregory 

Strasser is Marathon 

County’s new circuit judge.  



Governor Scott Walker 

made the appointment of 

the longtime litigator 

replacing Judge Greg Grau 

who retired, serving since 

1995.   

 

And storms are 

redeveloping, with a slight 

chance today but later 

Thursday and Friday look 

wet. 
 

  
Lincoln Co. wraps up 
burglary case News 7/6/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Lincoln County deputies 

wrapped up a burglary 

investigation in the town of 

Bradley and recovered 

over $1000 in stolen 

valuables.  The owner of a 

seasonal cabin north of 

Tomahawk reported the 

break in back in April where 

numerous items like power 

tools were taken.  A 33-year 

old man and 21-year old 

woman, both from Exeland 

are facing charges. 

Western and southern 

Wisconsin had damage 

from heavy storms that 



blew through the Upper 

Midwest yesterday.  There 

were no immediate reports 

of injuries.  One person was 

trapped and rescued when 

a fireworks tent blew down 

near La Crosse, where 

winds hit 68 miles per hour -- 

and the Lone Rock area 

reported homes, cars, and 

trees damaged.  Highways 

were flooded at Elmwood 

in Pierce County -- and 

trees were down in parts of 

Dane, Sauk, Iowa, and 

Pierce counties.  

More than ten-thousand 

electric customers were 

without power this morning 

in the wake of heavy wind 

storms.  The Madison area is 

the hardest hit, with almost 

68-hundred Madison Gas 

and Electric customers in 

the dark as of early this 

morning.  Alliant Energy had 

31-hundred customers out, 

mostly in Dane, Richland, 

Rock, and Sauk counties. 



The state's three other large 

utilities only had about 300 

customers out. 

After the July 4th break, 

road construction season is 

back in full swing.  

Rhinelander’s downtown 

work is ahead of schedule 

while Hwy 51 has traffic 

slowed south of Minocqua 

and Hwy 45 between 32 

and the Michigan line is 

down to one lane for at 

least a week. 
 

  
Rhinelander streetscape 
continues moving forward 
and on budget News 7/7/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Rhinelander 

Streetscape project 

continues ahead of 

schedule and on budget.  

In fact, the Public Works 

department determined 

there’s room in that budget 

to add the area between 

Frederick and Rives Streets 

for utilities, surfacing and 

lighting.  The city council 

needs to approve the plan 

but the extra work will not 

set back anything, 

including funding.   



The state Department of 

Transportation reported 51 

people died in traffic-

related crashes last month,  

the fourth safest month of 

June in the state since 

World War II.  The number of 

traffic deaths so far this year 

is about nine-percent 

higher than it was during 

the same period in 2015.  

Early numbers from this 

month show the Fourth of 

July holiday weekend was 

a deadly one in the state, 

with 10 people killed in 

traffic crashes between July 

first and fourth. 

Plans to open a therapy 

center in Rhinelander for 

people with autism have 

come to a stop.  The 

project, headed by 

InterACT centers of 

Wisconsin was to provide 

day care, preschool and 

therapy for youngsters but is 

now on hold because the 



clinical director backed 

out.  Officials say the center 

cannot legally open 

without a director and it 

may take months, if at all to 

find a replacement. 

The 39th annual Hodag 

Country Festival opens 

tonight with main stage 

entertainment including 

Maddie & Tae and Hall of 

Famer Mickey Gilley.  

Thousands are already on 

the grounds with organizers 

saying it’s one of the 

biggest for early attendees, 

probably due to the 4th of 

July being on a Monday.  

Performances begin at 7:00. 
 

  
Hwy 47 north of 
McNaughton shut down 
yesterday because of crash News 7/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Hwy 47 just north of 

McNaughton was closed 

several hours yesterday for 

a three vehicle, head-on 

crash.  The Oneida County 

Sheriff’s department 

reported the accident 

shortly after 4:00 near Fox 

Road with one person 

trapped in their vehicle.  



One woman was 

medevac’d from the scene 

to St. Joseph’s Hospital in 

Marshfield with serious 

injuries.  Several others 

involved in the crash were 

not hurt.  Police in Woodruff 

were dispatched to a one-

vehicle accident early this 

morning.  About 2:30 a car 

reportedly left the road and 

hit a tree.  One person was 

hurt and no other 

information is available. 

A moose frequently seen in 

the Lakeland area was shot 

by a tribal member of the 

Lac du Flambeau band this 

week.  In an online 

statement the tribe wrote 

they do not condone the 

action and the matter has 

been turned over to the 

tribe’s natural resource and 

conservation departments 

and the tribal attorney.  The 

Wisconsin DNR noted tribal 

government has jurisdiction 

since the animal was killed 



on the reservation.   

While the risk of showers 

and storms are still in the 

forecast off and on today, 

the worst that blew through 

the northern half of the 

state early this morning 

never made it to 

Rhinelander, much to the 

relief of the thousands of 

people at the Hodag 

Country Festival, in the 

second day of its weekend 

run.   

The Central Wisconsin 

branch of the Medical 

School of Wisconsin is now 

open to classes.  The 3-year 

school, at the Aspirus 

Wausau Hospital, is part of 

the statewide system with 

campuses in Milwaukee 

and Green Bay.   
 

  
House fire on Rhinelanders 
east side damages house News 7/11/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A house fire early yesterday 

morning damaged a home 

on Rhinelander’s east side.  

Pelican and Pine Lake 

departments were 

dispatched to a structure 



fire on Hwy P shortly before 

6:00.  First responders 

reported the fire was in the 

kitchen and the owner said 

there was a large amount 

of ammunition in the home.  

No other details were 

available.   

A contentious issue in the 

Lincoln County town of 

Skanawan comes to a vote 

today.  The Town Board 

votes on whether or not to 

approve a conditional use 

permit to allow gravel 

mining.  A year ago, a local 

land owner allowed access 

to 45-acres of the property 

off Hwy S, to County 

Materials Corporation for 

non-metallic mining.  

Neighbors and others 

concerns about the 

operation immediately 

opposed the plan.  Since 

then another company 

expressed interest in 

digging there.  Critics 

maintain the pits and 



numerous trucks will drop 

property values and create 

safety hazards.  Operators 

say pits would be dug in 

small increments and 

reclaimed immediately with 

topsoil, new trees and 

native plants.  The 

Skanawan Town Board 

meets at 7 tonight. 

Rhinelander’s Downtown 

Utility and Streetscape 

project hits a milestone 

where a final decision for 

the finished appearance of 

the Brown and Davenport 

Street intersection is 

needed.  The original study 

promoted a more 

elaborate concrete 

pavement but a new plan 

is necessary because of 

underground vaults that 

cannot be relocated.  The 

city council is expected to 

act on one of four new 

proposals tonight.   

Traffic around Rhinelander 

will be busy today as 



campers leave from the 

nine-day run of the annual 

Hodag Country Festival.   
 

  
Presidential candidates so 
far not advertising heavily in 
the state News 7/11/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 It's still very early, but the 

presidential candidates 

and special interests have 

stayed away from 

Wisconsin in their 

advertising. And it could 

mean that the state is losing 

the battleground status it 

had for the past several 

White House contests. 

According to the 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 

Hillary Clinton's Democratic 

campaign and a political 

action committee that 

supports Clinton have 

bought ads in nine other 

states -- and the only ads 

on Trump's behalf, from the 

National Rifle Association, 

are in six of those nine. 

Clinton leads Trump in 

Wisconsin -- and U-W 

Madison political 

advertising analyst Ken 

Goldstein says that if the 



state was truly competitive, 

we'd see ads by now. 

Wausau House Republican 

Sean Duffy says Trump 

would most likely need 

strong G-O-P support from 

southeast Wisconsin to win -

- but Kenosha native 

Reince Priebus, who heads 

the Republican National 

Committee, says Wisconsin 

is definitely in play, and his 

party has a pre convention 

record of 50 staff members 

in the state. 

Sheriff's deputies continue 

to investigate the apparent 

drowning death of a Green 

Bay woman in Marinette 

County. Deputies say the 

26-year-old woman broke 

away from a group of inner 

tubers late Saturday 

afternoon on the Peshtigo 

River in Crivitz. A local 

resident who was taking 

part in the search found her 

about three hours later, 

submerged in the river -- 



and she died at the scene. 

Officials say there was no 

evidence of foul play. The 

victim's name was not 

immediately released. 

In sports, the brewers are off 

until Friday for the All Star 

break. 
 

  
Bad weather across the 
state early this morning News 7/12/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A line of heavy 

thunderstorms crossed the 

state early this morning with 

winds over 50mph knocking 

down trees and cutting 

power to more than 13,000 

WPS customers.  

Accompanying the wind 

was torrential rain and ½-

inch hail stretching from 

Wausau to the UP.  As of 

4:00 more than 2000 were in 

the dark in Minocqua, over 

1800 in Rhinelander, 1400 in 

Lake Tomahawk, 1500 in 

Hazelhurst and over 1300 in 

Tomahawk.  Flood 

advisories were posted for 

prone areas of Vilas and 

northwestern Lincoln and 

Oneida Counties.  WPS 



officials hope to have things 

restored by 1:00 this 

afternoon.   

A Schofield man is in 

custody following a 

weekend robbery.  

Tomahawk Police reported 

yesterday 26-year old 

Nathan Fisher is in the 

Lincoln County Jail after 

allegedly robbing the 

Crossroads Mobile Mart on 

East Somo Avenue in the 

city early Sunday morning.  

Wisconsin joins a growing list 

of states where lawmakers 

are introducing a "Blue Lives 

Matter" bill to make 

targeting law enforcement 

officers a hate crime in the 

wake of the Dallas shooting 

that killed five officers last 

week.  Rep. David Steffen, 

a Green Bay Republican, 

announced his proposal 

yesterday.  Louisiana 

became the first state to 

enact such legislation in 

May, allowing prosecutors 



to seek stronger penalties 

when police, firefighters 

and emergency medical 

crews are intentionally 

targeted because of their 

professions.   Lawmakers in 

at least nine other states 

and at the federal level 

have floated similar 

proposals.  Activists are 

criticizing the growing 

effort, saying professions 

don't belong alongside the 

other characteristics 

protected under hate 

crime laws, like a victim's 

race, religion or disability. 

  
 

  
Major hiways closed over 
night due to heavy rains News 7/12/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 Some major highways were 

closed overnight after 

heavy rains hit far northwest 

Wisconsin.  The National 

Weather Service reported 

U-S Highway Two was shut 

down near Cedar in Iron 

County, as up to four inches 

of rain fell in the region.  

Highway 13 was also closed 



near Marengo in Ashland 

County, as well as Highway 

137 near Ashland in Bayfield 

County.  There were also 

flash floods near Solon 

Springs in Douglas County, 

and several large trees 

went down about 2:30 this 

morning near Tomahawk.  

The storms were more 

severe to the west in 

Minnesota, where 

tornadoes were reported in 

Stearns and Meeker 

counties -- and Hinckley 

had eleven inches of rain 

yesterday.  Late this 

morning there were still 

more than 10,000 Wisconsin 

Public Service customers 

without power.   

The chairwoman of the 

state's new Ethics 

Commission says she’s 

owned up to her ethics 

violation from 12 years ago 

when she was the attorney 

general.  Peg 

Lautenschlager was 



elected yesterday to chair 

the six member panel that 

will investigate ethics 

violations, after Republicans 

decided to split the 

nonpartisan Government 

Accountability Board into 

politically appointed ethics 

and elections' agencies.  

Lautenschlager was caught 

driving drunk in a state 

owned car on her way 

home from Madison to 

Fond du Lac -- and in 2004, 

the Democrat was fined 

250-dollars plus 672-dollars 

in mileage reimbursements 

for not paying back 

taxpayers for her personal 

use of the vehicle.  

Lautenschlager now says 

she never meant to violate 

the law, but she admits she 

did.  The commission chose 

safety agency budget 

analyst Brian Bell as its first 

administrator. 
 

  
Storms overnight claim one 
Wis. Man  News 7/13/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Storms early Tuesday 

claimed one life in Northern 



Wisconsin.  56-year old 

Mitchell Koski of Montreal 

was killed but specifics were 

not released by the Iron 

County Sheriff’s 

Department.  Heavy rains 

washed out roads and 

knocked out power 

Monday.  Locations in 

Douglas, Burnett and 

Washburn counties had four 

to five inches of rain.  Parts 

of Highways 2 and 13 were 

closed and the Ashland 

County Sheriff's Department 

is advising no travel, with 

many local roads closed 

due to flooding.    

Wausau’s City Council 

unanimously passed an 

ordinance prohibiting open 

containers of alcohol on 

the 400-block downtown 

during daytime hours until 

next October as a means to 

cut down on misconduct.  

They also settled an ethics 

complaint with former 

alderman Keene Winters 



who will receive a $97,000 

payment in exchange for 

dropping the matter.    

Over $7.5 million was sent to 

school districts with above 

average transportation 

costs.  128 districts were 

eligible for the funding from 

the Dept of Public 

Instruction’s, High Cost 

Transportation Aid Program.  

The statewide average per 

student is $418.87.  Area 

schools meeting the 

funding criteria include 

Antigo receiving just over 

$6100, Elcho over $88-

thousand, Lac du 

Flambeau more than 

$120,000, Merrill $106,000, 

Minocqua $109,000, 

Northland Pines $146,000.  

Others included Phelps, 

Phillips, Prentice, Three 

Lakes, Tomahawk, Wabeno, 

White Lake and Woodruff 

totaling over $371,000 in 

aid.   

National campaign offices 



are springing up across the 

state with Hillary Clinton 

setting up all across 

Wisconsin including a site in 

Wausau.  Donald Trump 

supporters are housed in 

Milwaukee and Appleton.  

The offices will serve as hubs 

for organizing activities 

throughout the state. 
 

  
Homes and businesses 
cleaning up after heavy 
storms across the state News 7/13/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 Home and business owners 

across the North are 

cleaning up from the 

severe storms that crossed 

the area.  And in those 

areas hardest hit, door-to-

door contractors promising 

quick help at a great price 

are seldom legitimate.  The 

Wisconsin Dept of 

Agriculture, Trade and 

consumer protection warns 

people to be wary of the 

so-called “storm chasers” 

who typically either perform 

subpar work or simply take 

the money and run.  The 

Department advises people 

to contact authorities to 



verify any contractor’s 

work.   Governor Scott 

Walker declared a state of 

emergency in eight 

counties across the North 

where the storms killed one 

man, destroyed dozens of 

boats at Saxon Harbor on 

Lake Superior harbor, 

dumped ten inches of rain 

and washed out roads and 

highways. 

A former state Senate 

Democrat who's 

considering a run for 

governor in 2018 says 

Republican Scott Walker 

should have done more to 

respond to the problems at 

Lincoln Hills.  Tim Cullen says 

Walker should have been 

at the state boys' 

correctional institution right 

after he learned about 

numerous allegations of 

abuse and neglect of 

residents and employee 

misconduct.  Cullen, a 

longtime senator and state 



health official, said Walker 

should have seen the 

problems for himself once 

they started being made 

public last December.  

Walker spokesman Tom 

Evenson says the governor 

has not visited the facility in 

Irma but has stayed on top 

of the matter and has 

made sure the Corrections 

Department is resolving the 

problems as a federal 

investigation continues.  

Cullen expects to 

announce by the end of 

the year if he'll run for 

governor. 
 

  
Antigo policeman honored News 7/14/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Antigo Police officer 

credited for saving the lives 

of students at the prom in 

April was honored by the 

department yesterday.  

Andrew Hopfensperger was 

providing security that night 

when he heard the shots 

and came running, 

engaged the suspect and 

stopped the threat.  He 



received a medal for valor 

for what police chief Eric 

Roller termed an act that 

was measured in 19-

seconds and remembered 

by four lives.  Two students 

were wounded in the 

shooting but recovered.  

Hopfensperger was on paid 

administrative  leave for 

two months following the 

incident and returned to 

work last Friday. 

The Lac du Flambeau Tribal 

Council passed a resolution 

and emergency rule 

prohibiting the killing of 

protected animals within 

the reservation boundaries.  

The action comes after a 

moose was shot and killed 

last week.  Previously the 

tribe said it did not 

condone the action, 

recognizing the rarity of 

that animal in this region.   

One of the largest 

developments in Wausau’s 

history is underway as the 



city council approved 

nearly $6-million to help 

fund the East Waterfront 

project that includes six 

townhouses, 52 apartments 

plus office and retail space 

along First Street.   

Eighteen Wisconsin projects 

were awarded nearly $3-

million for energy related 

programs.  The funds are 

part of the Rural Energy for 

America Program and used 

to make energy efficient 

improvements and install 

renewable energy systems.  

The projects include 

installing solar systems, 

updating lighting with LED 

systems and replacing old, 

inefficient grain dryers to 

deliver energy and cost 

savings while preserving 

higher yields.  The program 

is administered by the 

USDA. 
 

 
 

  News 7/14/16 12n,5p 1:30  Democrat Hillary Clinton 



Hillary Clinton retains early 
lead in state voter polls 
 

maintains her narrow lead 

over Republican Donald 

Trump in the latest poll of 

Wisconsin voters.  The 

Marquette Law School Poll 

results show Clinton ahead 

of Trump, 43-to-37 percent 

in a head-to-head 

matchup, with 11 percent 

saying they will vote for 

neither.  The results show 

Wisconsin will again be a 

battleground state in the 

November 8th election.  

Democrat Russ Feingold 

continues to hold a narrow 

lead in Wisconsin's U.S. 

Senate race, according to 

the Poll.  Feingold led 

incumbent Republican 

Senator Ron Johnson 51-41 

among registered voters in 

June and results from the 

latest talley conducted 

over the weekend show 

him still ahead with a seven 

point margin at 48-41.  

At least five Wisconsin 

politicians are slated to 



speak at the Republican 

national convention next 

week.  Speaker Paul Ryan, 

Gov. Scott Walker, U.S. Rep. 

Sean Duffy and Milwaukee 

County Sheriff David Clarke 

are all scheduled to speak 

at the convention that 

begins Monday in 

Cleveland.  Republican 

National Committee 

Chairman Reince Priebus, a 

Wisconsin native, is also 

speaking. 

The RNC released the list of 

speakers today.  Walker is 

one of several former Trump 

presidential rivals who will 

speak.  Others include 

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, New 

Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, 

Ben Carson, Mike 

Huckabee and Rick Scott.  

Republican Sen. Ron 

Johnson is skipping the 

convention because of his 

tough re-election fight with 

Democrat Russ Feingold.  

Democrats will be 



gathering in Philadelphia for 

their convention the last 

week of the month. 

 

In sports, two Wisconsinites 

are in the hunt for the British 

Open with Steve Stricker 

and Jordan Niebrugge 

among the leaders.   
 

  
A northern Wis. Man dies 
from earlier week floods News 7/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Ashland County 

Sheriff’s department reports 

a third person died as the 

result of the flooding from 

storms earlier this week.  82-

year old Elmer Lippo was 

found in his pickup near the 

bridge in the floodwaters of 

the Marengo River in the 

Town of White River.  

Several roads, including 

Hwy 2 between Ashland 

and Hurley are still closed.  

Flooding has also closed 

the Chequamegon 

National Forest and Beaver 

Lake campground near 

Mellen.  Members of the 

state's Congressional 

delegation are calling on 



President Obama for 

disaster assistance.  

Congressman Sean Duffy 

and Senator Ron Johnson, 

both Republicans, sent a 

letter to the President this 

week.  On Tuesday, 

Governor Scott Walker 

declared a state of 

emergency in Ashland, 

Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, 

Iron, Sawyer, Washburn and 

Price counties.    

The body of an Iowa man 

was found Wednesday 

night in the UP’s Hageman 

Lake near the Wisconsin 

border.  56-year old Brian 

Mennecke, a business 

professor at Iowa State 

University must have fallen 

out of his boat Saturday 

afternoon.  The Iron County 

Sheriff’s department 

received a report of a 

driverless boat crashing into 

a dock. 

The DNR has reviewed 

information received from 



more than 40 communities 

across the North regarding 

the possible relocation of 

the Division of Forestry 

headquarters.  Rhinelander, 

Hayward and Wausau have 

been chosen as the 

preferred locations, should 

the decision be made to 

move the office from 

Madison.  The department 

is now taking public 

comment on the plan until 

August 5th with the draft 

proposal and comment 

section available on the 

DNR website.   
 

  
No charges to be filed 
against Antigo police man 
involved in shooting  News 7/15/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 According to the state 

Justice Department no 

charges will be filed against 

Antigo police officer 

Andrew Hopfensperger, 

who killed an armed 

teenager who opened fire 

outside the high school 

prom in April.  The state 

released the results of its 

investigation of the incident 

yesterday, one day after 



the Antigo City Council 

honored Hopfensperger for 

his quick response.  The 

officer returned to work last 

Friday after being on 

administrative leave for 

more than two months for 

his killing of Jakob Wagner.  

Police Chief Eric Roller says 

the officer saved four 

students' lives, when 

Hopfensperger rushed to 

the front of the school as he 

was patrolling the parking 

lot. Hopfensperger says he 

only did what he was 

trained to do. 

 Iron County estimates ten-

point-six million dollars in 

damage from Monday's 

rains and flooding in 

northern Wisconsin -- and 

that's just for tax funded 

facilities like Saxon Harbor.  

The salvaging of four 

sunken boats started today 

and the U-S Coast Guard 

says the main concern is 

pollution from the fuel and 



oil aboard the 85 boats 

damaged or destroyed.  

Sawyer County reports 70-

thousand in damage to 15 

homes, plus 365-thousand 

to public infrastructure -- 

and officials say the Nelson 

Lake Dam at Hayward is 

not at risk of failing.  

Damage estimates  in the 

hundreds of thousands 

were reported by Douglas, 

Burnett and  Chippewa 

Counties.   Many roads 

have reopened -- but it 

could be up to five months 

to fix two washed out 

bridges on Highway 13 at 

Highbridge south of 

Ashland, and Highway 63 in 

Hayward.  Highway Two 

remains closed. 
 

  
Two Merrill men charged in 
drug bust News 7/18/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Two Merrill men have been 

indicted for conspiring to 

possess and distribute 

methamphetamine.  David 

Brandenberg and Matthew 

Drake, both 26, were 

among a dozen people 



indicted on federal drug 

charges by the Department 

of Justice.  Both men face 

life terms in prison.  The 

charges are part of an 

ongoing investigation by 

numerous federal, state 

and local law enforcement 

agencies. 

The American Red Cross 

has been active in Northern 

Wisconsin since the 

devastating storms last 

week cause extensive 

damage across Ashland, 

Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, 

Iron, Price, Sawyer and 

Washburn counties.  Red 

Cross services are providing 

clean up supplies, bottled 

water and connecting one-

on-one with affected 

families needing shelter, 

health or other immediate 

disaster relief.  An Incident 

Integrated Care and 

Condolence team is also 

working with the families of 

the three fatalities.  All 



efforts are coordinated with 

state, county and local 

governments.   

Meanwhile, people can 

find out more about DNR 

properties affected by the 

flooding in the region with 

an updated current 

conditions page on the 

DNR website.  With more 

than 10” of rain in some 

locations, many facilities 

were closed.  Copper Falls 

State Park is back open but 

several campgrounds and 

trails are not.  Road closures 

also make getting to places 

difficult.   

U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson of 

Wisconsin will speak at the 

Republican National 

Convention after all.  He 

planned to skip the 

Cleveland convention to 

keep campaigning against 

challenger Russ Feingold 

but said he accepted the 

invitation as chair of the 

Senate Homeland Security  



Committee out of growing 

concerns about 

international terrorism.  He 

speaks Tuesday. 

 
 

  
Damage estimates from last 
weeks heavy rains News  7/18/16 12p,5p 1:30 

  Damage estimates 

exceed 30-million dollars 

from last Monday night's 

rain and wind storms in far 

northern Wisconsin and a 

lot has not been tallied.  

Three counties have not 

reported any home or 

business damage yet -- 

Burnett, Douglas and Iron 

County which has eleven-

million dollars in damage to 

public facilities including 

the destroyed Saxon 

Harbor. The Bad River Indian 

tribe near Ashland has the 

most residential damage so 

far, more than one-million 

dollars -- and the Red Cross 

is providing meals to tribal 

residents. The region's major 

roadway, Highway Two, is 

now open except at the 



Kakagon River near 

Odanah -- and that's 

expected to reopen by the 

end of the week. Highway 

63 remains closed in parts 

of Bayfield and Burnett 

counties -- along with 

Highway 13 near Ashland, 

35 at Riverside in Bayfield 

County, and Highways 122 

and 169 in Iron County. 

A 56 year old Rhinelander 

man was arrested 

yesterday afternoon after a 

road rage incident in the 

Town of Merrill.  Just after 

2:00 a motorist reported 

having contact with a 

reckless driver as they 

traveled on Hwy 17.  The 

caller reported the other 

driver was holding and 

displayed what appeared 

to be a handgun.  An 

officer from the Merrill 

Police Department spotted 

the vehicle coming into the 

city and stopped it.  Law 

enforcement recovered an 



airsoft pistol which 

resembled a handgun.  The 

man was brought to the 

Lincoln County Jail where 

he was charged with 

disorderly conduct.  He was 

released a short time later 

after posting a cash bond.   
 

  
Wausau police man will not 
be charged in shooting  News 7/19/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A Wausau police officer will 

not be charged after fatally 

shooting a man following a 

domestic dispute.  Officer 

James Martin was trying to 

arrest 42-year old Oswald 

Mattner April 30th after he 

came at him with a knife.  

That day Mattner beat his 

fiancé and threatened 

several other people at an 

apartment complex on 

Gilbert in Wausau.  The 

Marathon County DA’s 

office ruled the shooting 

justifiable and self defense.   

The Northern Wisconsin 

storms last week claim a 

fourth victim, a woman who 

drove her car around 

barricades on a washed 



out highway.  The Bayfield 

County Sheriff’s department 

reported the crash about 

9:30 yesterday morning 

when the unidentified 

woman  drove around two 

sets of “road closed” signs 

on Hwy 63 just north of 

Grand View.  Her car fell 

more than 50-feet to the 

bottom of the wash out.  

She was airlifted to a Duluth 

hospital where she was 

pronounced dead.   

The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency will 

tour the storm damage next 

week to see if the area 

qualifies for disaster aid.  

Governor Scott Walker 

asked the agency to assess 

the damage to 

government and tribal 

facilities, including roads 

and bridges.  Several roads 

are still closed since last 

Monday’s storms dumped 

nearly a foot of rain in the 

northwest part of the state.  



Damage estimates exceed 

$30-million.  The FEMA 

assessment will take several 

days beginning next 

Monday.   

And former Green Bay 

quarterback Brett Favre will 

be honored again at 

Lambeau, this time for his 

induction into the pro 

football hall of fame at a 

ceremony in October.   
 
 

  
Republican convention in 
Cleveland News 7/19/16  12p,5p 1:30 

 It’s the second day of the 

Republican National 

Convention in Cleveland 

amid what party chairman 

Reince Priebus calls 

"troubling times."  The 

Kenosha native kicked off 

the gathering with a 

moment of silence to 

honor the recent fallen 

police officers he called 

"genuine heroes."  Last 

night's speeches were 

about making the U-S safer 

and more secure.  Tonight's 

speakers include U-S 



Senator Ron Johnson of 

Wisconsin and House 

Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville.  

The state’s major farm crops 

are in good shape on a 

statewide basis, despite a 

lot of damage in the far 

north where heavy rains fell 

eight days ago.  The 

National Ag Statistics 

Service says low lying fields 

along waterways are a 

total loss in Ashland and 

Iron counties -- and many 

crops in low areas have 

turned yellow due to 

excessive moisture.  But in 

west central Wisconsin, a 

Trempealeau County 

observer says last week's 

corn progress was 

"outstanding," even though 

it's a challenge to make dry 

hay. Eighty-six-percent of 

the Wisconsin corn is rated 

good to excellent, with 12-

percent fair -- and farmers 

say last week's heat and 



moisture were welcome 

outside the damaged 

areas.  

Northern Wisconsin is 

getting some early help 

from Washington to fix 

washed out roads and 

bridges from the heavy 

rains last week.  The state D-

O-T says it has been 

awarded two-point-five-

million dollars in "Quick 

Release" funds from the 

Federal Highway 

Administration -- and 

officials say it will cover 

about one quarter of the 

ten-million dollars in 

estimated damages to 

state and federal roads.  
 

 
State voting rules  News 7/20/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Federal Judge Lynn 

Adelman yesterday issued 

a ruling to allow state 

residents who lack a photo 

ID to vote in November.  

The preliminary injunction 

allows people without one 

to vote if they sign an 

affidavit stating why they 



couldn’t get identification.  

The option won’t be 

available  for the August 

primary. 

Gov. Scott Walker joined 

Wisconsin Republicans and 

national party members in 

officially nominating Donald 

Trump for president.   

Walker's short nomination 

speech came about 20 

minutes after Trump 

clinched the presidential 

nomination.  Donald 

Trump's son Donald Jr. cast 

the final votes his father 

needed to become the 

Republican nominee. 

While Donald Trump 

officially becomes the GOP 

candidate for president we 

learn of another candidate.  

At a news conference 

yesterday, Rhinelander’s 

Hodag entered the race.  

Chamber exec Bill Clow 

said the Hodag is pushing 

to make vacations great 



again.  Downtown 

businesses are offering 

bumper stickers, pins and 

yard signs to bring people in 

during the construction 

there.  City officials said the 

current race could use 

some levity.  

Nearly 250 feet of new 

sidewalk is being replaced 

as work continues on the 

Rhinelander Streetscape 

project downtown.  The 

stretch runs nearly the entire 

block between Rives and 

Davenport streets and is 

being replaced at no cost 

to the city for being sloped 

toward the buildings.   

State officials are reminding 

people to not neglect pets 

and livestock this week with 

the extreme temperatures.  

The national wx service 

issued an excessive heat 

watch for parts of central 

Wisconsin thru Friday and 

until 9 tomrorow night in 

Price County.  The heat 



index will be in the 100’s. 

 

 
Heatwave to reach 
Wisconsin  News 7/20/16 12p,5p 1:30 

The much talked about 

heat wave will soon reach 

Wisconsin.  The National 

Weather Service issued 

excessive heat watches 

statewide tomorrow into 

Friday night.  A large band 

of hot and humid air is 

coming from the west and 

forecasters say the heat 

index could reach 115 in 

some places tomorrow with 

actual readings in the high 

80s and 90s.  State and 

local officials join the 

weather service in 

reminding Wisconsinites 

heat exposure can cause 

illnesses -- and young kids, 

the elderly, and pets are 

most susceptible.  Officials 

urge people to find cool 

shelters, keep an eye on 

those without air 

conditioning and avoid 

outdoor activities tomorrow 

afternoon and early 



evening.  The weather 

service says thunderstorms 

will gradually cool things off 

Friday and possibly on the 

weekend. 

Garry Marshall has died, 

after a long Hollywood 

writing and directing career 

in which he made 

Wisconsin the backdrop for 

two of T-V's most famous 

comedies.  The 81-year-old 

Marshall died Tuesday from 

complications of 

pneumonia, after having a 

stroke.  He helped create 

"Happy Days," which 

chronicled a Milwaukee 

family, teenage friends, and 

a classic diner -- and 

"Laverne and Shirley," which 

starred Marshall's sister 

Penny and Cindy Williams 

juggling work and 

Milwaukee's bowling culture 

and single life.  He shifted 

his attention to movies in 

the 1980s and directed 

such films as "Pretty 



Woman" while starring in 

some features.  Henry 

Winkler, whose Fonzie 

character from "Happy 

Days" is immortalized by a 

statue in downtown 

Milwaukee, tweeted that 

Marshall is "larger than life, 

funnier than most, wise, and 

the definition of a friend." 
 

 
Very hot and humid for the 
next few days News 7/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The combination of heat 

and humidity the next 

couple days may result in 

hazardous health 

conditions.  Especially for 

the young,  disabled and 

elderly, high temperatures 

can be life threatening 

within minutes.  Several 

facilities are open 24/7 

providing a cool place to 

rest according to Oneida 

and Vilas County 

Emergency Management.  

In Rhinelander they are the 

Riverwalk Center Mall and 

WalMart Supercenter.  In 

Minocqua, the 70 West 

Center, WalMart and main 



entrance to the Howard 

Young Medical Center.  In 

Eagle River it’s Trig’s and the 

entrance to Eagle River 

Memorial Hospital.  Animals 

outdoors should also be 

attended to. 

The troubled Wausau 

Center Mall will now fall 

under the ownership of a 

bank as the current owner, 

CBL & Associates, is 

returning almost $18 million 

in loans to lenders.  City 

officials are working with 

the unidentified bank to 

find a new owner.  CBL has 

owed the city rent since 

2013, as the facility sits on 

city property.  The 

company is also being 

investigated by the 

Securities and Exchange 

Commission for providing 

false income statements.  

The Mall had been a major 

employer but has been 

losing money for years.  

A familiar name returns to 



LaCrosse today as Old Style 

beer returns to the place it 

began in 1902.  Pabst 

Brewing Company, which 

owns the Old Style brand 

unveils a new label and a 

new blend, Old Style 

Oktoberfest today, brewed 

by City Brewery in LaCrosse.  

It’s the first new product in 

15 years.  Old Style was 

owned by G. Heileman 

Brewing Company in 

LaCrosse for nearly a 

century.   
 

 
Fast moving storms rolled 
across the state this morning News 7/21/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A strong series of fast 

moving storms led the hot 

weather across the North 

early this morning as 

torrential rain, nickel-sized 

hail and winds to 70-mph 

damaged homes and 

buildings, dropped trees 

and cut power to 

thousands.  Over 21,000 

were in the dark as of 8:00 

this morning.  Areas hardest 

hit included Eagle River, 

Gleason, Harshaw, 



Marathon, Pickerel, Summit 

Lake, Three Lakes and 

Tomahawk.  The possibility 

for more rain and storms 

remains in the forecast the 

rest of the day. 

Meanwhile, Hwy "E" 

between Ashland and 

Bayfield will be closed for 

several months because a 

major culvert has to be 

replaced.  Parts of 

Highways Two, 13, 63, 122, 

and 169 remain closed in 

the wake of up to eleven 

inches of rain in the region 

last Monday night.  

After having his jobs record 

slammed by Donald Trump 

in March, Governor Scott 

Walker gave full support to 

the G-O-P White House 

nominee during his 

primetime convention 

speech. Walker, in his first 

national T-V appearance 

since his own bid for 

president, called Trump a 

leader who's "not afraid to 



take on the mess in 

Washington." But most of 

the governor's speech was 

an attack on Democrat 

Hillary Clinton, coordinated 

with delegate signs that 

read, "America Deserves 

Better" -- and Walker used 

that phrase numerous times 

as he said he wouldn't trust 

Clinton with the password 

to his iPhone. But Walker did 

toe the line for Trump, unlike 

the candidate he 

supported in the April 

primary. Ted Cruz was 

booed by delegates as he 

refused to support Trump 

and told Americans to vote 

their "conscience" in 

November. 
 

 
Donald Trump accepts 
republican nomination for 
president News 7/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Republicans now have a 

full time candidate for the 

presidency as Donald 

Trump accepted their 

nomination last night as the 

GOP convention wrapped 

up.  That sets the stage for 

democrats, whose party 



kicks off Monday in 

Philadelphia.  US 

Representative Gwen 

Moore of Wisconsin’s 4th 

congressional district is the 

only state official to address 

delegates on a list of more 

than 60 speakers over the 

four days.  Presumptive 

nominee Hillary Clinton 

could announce her 

choice of a running mate 

today and insiders say 

Virginia Senator Tim Kaine is 

at the top of the list.   

Wausau’s regional 

chamber of commerce has 

new leadership.  David 

Eckmann takes over early 

next month as president 

and CEO.  He replaces 

Aaron Kapellusch who 

resigned in May.  In making 

the announcement the 

board of directors noted 

Eckmann’s experience in 

working with businesses, 

economic and workforce 

and entrepreneurial 



development.  Most 

recently he was the Special 

Assistant for economic 

development to the 

chancellor of UW-Stevens 

Point.  

Governor Scott Walker says 

he’ll announce his 

appointment to the 

Wisconsin supreme court 

within soon, possibly today.  

The three finalists for the 

seat are 2nd District 

Appeals Court Judge Mark 

Gundrum, 3rd District 

Appeals Court Judge 

Thomas Hruz and attorney 

Dan Kelly.  The 

appointment will fill the 

vacancy left by the retiring 

of Justice David Prosser. 

As of early this morning 

there were still 1600 people 

without power from a line of 

storms that blew through 

the state.  Utility crews are 

working overtime to restore 

power in advance of 



weather that will see the 

heat index rise into triple 

digits later today.   

 

 
Gov. Walker speaks on the 
republican presidential 
nominee News 7/22/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker says 

it would have been good 

for Donald Trump to tone 

down his rhetoric as he 

accepted the Republican 

nomination for president.  

But Trump came out 

swinging last night as he 

vowed to fix what he 

described as a nation in 

decline -- promising a fast 

end to crime, terrorism, 

Obamacare, high taxes, a 

trade imbalance that took 

away American jobs, and 

what he called "roaming" 

immigrants.  Before Trump's 

convention speech, Walker 

said people find it 

"refreshing" that a White 

House nominee speaks his 

mind -- but they also want 

"comfort" that Trump can 

actually be president. 

Nearly ten-thousand 



electric customers 

throughout Wisconsin were 

without power this morning, 

in the wake of the 

latest storms.  About 68-

hundred homes and 

businesses are waiting to 

get their power back after 

three waves of 

thunderstorms yesterday 

morning in northern and 

central Wisconsin.  In the 

south, more than three-

thousand customers were in 

the dark as of 6:30 a-m, 

after heavy rains and 

flooding.  Northern 

Wisconsin was hit hard 

again as Ashland had 75 

mile per hour winds and 

four campers had minor 

injuries at a camp in the 

Chequamegon Nicolet 

National Forest. 

The power losses couldn't 

come at a worse time, as 

much of the state faces a 

third straight day of 

extreme heat. Forecasters 



say the heat index is 

expected to go back 

about 100.  Wisconsin's first 

excessive heat warning 

since 2012 continues in the 

southwest part of the state 

and heat advisories 

continue in southern areas 

that include Madison and 

Milwaukee.   
 

 
Sport UTV vehicle accident 
sends six to the hospital in 
Shawano co.   News 7/25/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Shawano County authorities say a 

crash involving two sport utility 

vehicles sent six people to area 

hospitals over the weekend.  Several of 

the injured were children.  

Investigators say the vehicles were 

carrying a group of Boy Scouts.  One 

S-U-V was towing a trailer.  When it 

went out of control near Bonduel 

Saturday morning, it was hit by the 

second S-U-V and both ran off the 

road.  One adult was airlifted to a 

Green Bay hospital for treatment of a 

head injury.   

 

Federal officials are investigating the 

cause of a small plane crash at Wittman 

Regional Airport in Oshkosh, where 

the week long E-A-A Air Venture 

show begins today. An E-A-A 

spokesman says the craft went down a 



little after six p-m last night, and it 

never left the north/south runway 

where it landed. The pilot was said to 

be conscious and alert when taken to a 

hospital. The east/west runway 

reopened for about one hour Sunday 

evening, but the other main runway did 

not reopen before the airport's 

scheduled closing time of eight. A 

number of planes scheduled to land at 

the site were diverted to other airports 

in the area. 

 

Wisconsin Democrats will cast a split 

vote for president at their party's 

convention in Philadelphia this week. 

But by the time it's all over, they 

expect to be more unified behind 

Hillary Clinton than Republicans were 

in giving Donald Trump his send off 

last week. Senate Democrat Tammy 

Baldwin says she expects a more 

upbeat message that focuses more on 

what the Democrats have to offer. 

Bernie Sanders received almost 57-

percent of the vote and Clinton 43-

percent in Wisconsin's April fifth 

Democratic primary. But the state's 

convention vote is expected to be be 

much closer, with 49 for Sanders and 

47 for Clinton, as uncommitted party 

leaders known as "super delegates" 

helped reduce the margin. 

 



 
Death in Forest Co. accident 
this morning News 7/25/16 12n,5p 1:30 

An early morning accident in 

Forest County has killed the 

driver of the vehicle. Sherriff’s 

deputies report that a women 

driving an SUV on County 

Highway H in Blackwell 

township around 7:30 this 

morning missed a curve. The 

vehicle traveled down an 

embankment and overturned, 

killing the driver and injuring a 

female passenger, who was 

transported to a hospital.  Names 

have not immediately been 

released. 

The parents of a Stevens Point 

Marine who died from a mix of 

medications at the V-A Hospital 

in Tomah say they hope to have a 

private meeting with President 

Barack Obama. The president 

signed a bill Friday that tightens 

prescription guidelines at Tomah 

and other V-A hospitals -- and it 

was named in his honor. The 

Marine's parents say their son 

will go down in history as 

someone who will make a 

difference to veterans throughout 

the nation. They also say they 

want to hold an event in central 



Wisconsin to remember their son 

and celebrate the accomplishment 

of the new law. 

After a hot and stormy week, 

Wisconsin is getting some big 

time relief. The National Weather 

Service says no place in the 

Badger State will get any hotter 

than the mid 80s today, after 

another hot day Sunday in which 

the heat index rose to 115 degrees 

in the Milwaukee area. 

Meanwhile, the lights are all back 

on in northern Wisconsin where 

thousands were without power 

from heavy storms last Monday 

night and Thursday morning. 

After muggy nights last week, 

tonight's  lows are expected to be 

in the 50s and 60s, with more rain 

moving into the 

northwest tomorrow. 
 

 
Injured Pilot at EAA crash in 
Oshkosh has been identified News 7/26/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 

A pilot injured in a crash upon arriving 

at the E-A-A's Air Venture Show in 

Oshkosh has been identified as 39-

year-old Richard Maisano of 

Pennsylvania. He was taken to a 

Neenah hospital with non-life 

threatening injuries, after the crash 

occurred Sunday night on a runway at 

Wittman Regional Airport where the 



week long E-A-A show began 

yesterday. A federal aviation official 

says the small craft stalled while 

approaching the runway. Dozens of 

events are being held on the first day of 

the AirVenture show, which runs 

through next Sunday with about 500-

thousand people expected. 

 

 Milwaukee House Democrat Gwen 

Moore says the results could be 

"drastic" if Bernie Sanders' delegates 

don't get behind Hillary Clinton. 

Sanders himself made the case last 

night when he spoke to the Democratic 

National Convention in Philadelphia, 

but his plea for unity was met by a 

chorus of boos. Moore spoke to the 

Wisconsin delegation earlier yesterday, 

in advance of her speech to the full 

convention tonight. Sanders said 

Clinton would be a far better president 

than Donald Trump -- but Sanders' 

delegate Matthew LaRonge of Portage 

County says he has tried to encourage 

the so called "Bernie or Bust" delegates 

to support the ticket and they won't.  

 

Meanwhile, Donald Trump's running 

mate is expected to make his first solo 

campaign appearance tomorrow in 

Waukesha. The campaign has not made 

it official yet, but W-I-T-I T-V in 

Milwaukee says Republican Mike 

Pence will hold a rally at the Waukesha 

Expo Center. Trump first announced 

on July 15th that the Indiana governor 



would be his running mate, and 

Republicans nominated him last week 

at their national convention. Robin 

Moore, who heads the Republican 

Women of Waukesha County says she 

believes Pence will help attract voters 

who heavily endorsed Ted Cruz in the 

April primary. 
 

 
Armed suspect shot and 
killed east of Merrill this 
morning News 7/26/16 12n,5p 1:30 

An armed suspect was shot and killed 

this morning just East of Merrill, after 

shots were fired at a police officer.  

WSAW TV-7 reports that investigators 

said the suspect shot at an officer 

during a traffic stop in Antigo. A high 

speed chase was stopped  by spike 

strips on Hillview Road near Highway 

64 and Highway 17 in Merrill. 

According to a news release from the 

Lincoln County Sheriff, the suspect 

remained armed during an hour long 

stand off.  

Lincoln County lead the response, with 

assistance from Marathon County, 

including deployment of the SWAT 

team. 

 

 

Wisconsin Democrats could face 

another long decade as a political 

minority if they don't win the 

governor's office in 2018. That warning 

comes from Virginia Governor Terry 



McAuliffe, a former leader of the 

Democratic National Committee. He 

told Wisconsin's convention delegates 

how crucial it is for Democrats to have 

the majority in at least one house of the 

Legislature, when lawmakers start 

redrawing Assembly and Senate 

districts after the 2020 Census. 

McAuliffe says it's most important for 

his party to win the 2018 governor's 

election. Republican Scott Walker has 

not said yet whether he would run for a 

third term. 

 

Wisconsin crops are still in good shape, 

despite a second straight week of 

thunderstorms that damaged at least 

some farm buildings and fields. The 

National Ag Statistics Service says the 

corn and soybean crops grew nicely 

last week in response to the hot and 

humid weather. Eighty-six-percent of 

the Wisconsin corn and soybeans are 

rated good to excellent, while only nine 

percent of fields are short of moisture. 

And three percent of the Wisconsin 

potato crop has been harvested, with 

94-percent of the spuds rated good to 

excellent. 
 

 
Arm suspect shot and killed 
yesterday News 7/27/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

An armed suspect was shot and 

killed by law enforcement this 

yesterday morning, after a police 

chase and a standoff in north 

central Wisconsin. It started in 

Antigo, where police say they 



stopped a vehicle for a traffic 

violation -- and the driver shot at 

the officer who stopped him. That 

started a high speed chase, which 

ended to the west near Merrill 

when the driver reportedly got 

stuck after police spikes flattened 

the offender's tires. The Lincoln 

County sheriff says the suspect 

stayed armed during a one hour 

standoff -- which ended after an 

officer killed that person. Jim 

Palmer, head of the state police 

union, told W-S-A-W T-V in 

Wausau that no officers were 

injured. The state Justice 

Department is investigating. 

 

U-S Senator Tammy Baldwin 

announced Wisconsin's 

presidential nominating votes 

during Tuesday's roll call at the 

Democratic National Convention. 

None of the ten superdelegates 

who got to choose their 

candidates changed their minds at 

the last minute -- and the Badger 

State cast 49 votes for its primary 

winner Bernie Sanders and 47 for 

nominee Hillary Clinton. In 

announcing the vote to the 



Philadelphia gathering, Baldwin 

called Wisconsin "a state where 

workers still make things from 

ships, tools, and paper to cheese, 

brats, and beer." She also called 

the state the home of the 

Milwaukee Bucks and Brewers, 

and the Green Bay Packers whom 

she called "America's team." 

History was made, as Clinton was 

named as the first woman 

nominated by a major political 

party for president. 

 

If you plan to head to the beach 

today, better skip Eagle Lake 

Beach north of Eagle River, at 

least for the time being. The Vilas 

County Public Health department 

has closed Eagle Lake Beach off 

Chain O’ Lakes road north of 

Eagle River, due to the presence 

of bacteria, leading to unsafe 

swimming conditions. The beach 

will remain closed until further 

notice. 
 

 
Political parties speak to the 
voters News 7/27/16 12n,5p 1:30 

On the same night Vice President Joe 

Biden speaks at the Democratic 

convention, a Republican who wants to 

take his place will make his case in 

Waukesha. Indiana Governor Mike 



Pence will make his first solo 

appearance as Donald Trump's running 

mate, in a rally that begins at seven p-

m at the Waukesha Expo Center. In a 

conference call with reporters 

yesterday, Wausau House Republican 

Sean Duffy said the turbulence Trump 

faced at last week's G-O-P convention 

was minor compared to what he called 

the "disarray" of this week's 

Democratic convention.  

 

Wisconsin is one of 26 states which 

have had law enforcement officers die 

on duty this year. The National Law 

Enforcement Officers' Memorial Fund 

includes Salem Public Safety officer 

Michael Ventura in its latest report. He 

died July eighth after his patrol car 

veered into a ditch while he was 

responding to an emergency -- and 

Ventura was the fourth officer 

nationally to die in a single vehicle 

crash this year. The report says 32 

police, sheriff's, state, and federal 

officers were killed by gunfire from 

January through June -- 78-percent 

more than in the first half of 2015. 

Traffic mishaps are the second leading 

cause of officer deaths, and they were 

down 17 percent from the same time 

one year ago. 

 

Aaron Rodgers has always made it a 

policy to keep his personal and family 

life out of the public eye as much as 

possible. So it was no surprise that the 



Packers' quarterback took a pass 

Tuesday in talking about his brother 

Jordan -- who's one of two finalists to 

win the heart of Jo Jo Fletcher on A-B-

C's "The Bachlorette." Earlier this 

month, Jordan Rodgers said on the 

show that his relationship with his star 

brother was "complicated”. At the first 

day of Packer Training Camp, Aaron 

Rodgers said he has not seen the reality 

series. He would not discuss his 

relationship with Jordan, saying it's 

"inappropriate to talk about some 

family matters" -- but he wishes him 

well on the show, and the winner will 

be announced on the season finale 

Monday night. 
 

 
Man who was killed near 
Merrill identified News 7/28/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A man killed by law enforcement after 

a chase near Merrill was identified as 

50-year-old Scot Minard of Eagle 

River. Also, Lincoln County officials 

disclosed that Minard shot at officers, 

and then four officers fired back and 

killed the suspect. It all started around 

6:20 Tuesday morning, when he was 

stopped by an officer in Antigo for a 

traffic violation -- and Minard shot 

back and led police on a chase 

westward into Lincoln County, where 

his tires were punctured to make him 

stop. An hour long standoff ensued 

before the final shooting episode. None 

of the officers were injured.  

 

Two Waukesha girls who allegedly 

stabbed a classmate to please the horror 



character Slender Man will continue to 

be charged as adults. The state Court of 

Appeals in Waukesha yesterday upheld 

a circuit judge's decision not to move 

Morgan Geyser and Anissa Weier to 

juvenile court -- where their lawyers 

say they would have a better chance of 

getting treatment for psychological 

issues. A status conference in the case 

is set for August 19th. Geyser and 

Weier are both charged with attempted 

homicide for allegedly stabbing Payton 

Leutner 19 times during a birthday 

sleepover in May of 2014 -- and both 

defendants were 12 at the time.  

 

Wisconsin will need an extra 939-

million dollars in the next state budget, 

just to match the road building and 

maintenance they approved in the 

current budget. That's according to the 

non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau. 

The higher costs have rekindled a 

debate over whether the state should 

increase revenues by implementing a 

gas tax or license plate fees. G-O-P 

Assembly finance co-chair John 

Nygren says the state has "kicked the 

can down the road long enough," and 

he prefers a higher gas tax because it's 

paid by visitors as well as residents. 

Governor Scott Walker issued a 

statement repeating his long opposition 

to tax and fee hikes. The Republican 

Walker says the D-O-T will need to be 

more efficient so the state can live 

within people's means. 



 

 
Deaths in the state from the 
recent high heat and 
humidity News 7/28/16 12n,5p 1:30 

At least two people died in this 

month's high heat and humidity 

in Wisconsin. The state Health 

Services Department said 

Wednesday it confirmed one heat 

related death from the first week 

of July in Iron County in the far 

north. Also, the Milwaukee 

County medical examiner's office 

said a 60-year-old man died early 

Wednesday afternoon, who 

reportedly had a body 

temperature of 103 degrees. The 

heat index was 90 degrees in 

Milwaukee around the noon hour 

Wednesday, and the combined 

effects of temperatures and 

humidities have been as high as 

115 in parts of Wisconsin at 

various times during the month. 

 

Wisconsin's local unemployment 

rates are generally higher than the 

previous month, but lower than 

one year ago. According to newly 

released state figures, all 12 

Wisconsin metro areas saw their 

seasonally unadjusted jobless 

rates go up from May to June -- 

but all 12 rates were lower than 



the previous June. The Racine 

metro was the highest at five-

point-five percent, and Madison's 

rate was the lowest at three-point-

four. Only four of Wisconsin's 72 

counties had higher 

unemployment this June than last, 

and all were in the northwest 

quarter of the state in Douglas, 

Pierce, Taylor, and Saint Croix.  

 

 Some Wisconsin veterans at the 

attack on Pearl Harbor saw an 

aerial recreation of that event in 

an air show Wednesday at the E-

A-A Air Venture in Oshkosh. 

Planes used in the 1970 movie 

"Tora Tora Tora" were featured 

during the air show. It brought 

back memories for veterans like 

94-year-old Lou Conter, who said 

he was the only quartermaster 

who survived on the U-S-S 

Arizona on that fateful December 

seventh of 1941. The week long 

E-A-A Air Venture continues 

through Sunday at the show 

grounds in Oshkosh. 
 

 
Murder – suicide in 
northwestern Wis. News 7/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 An elected official in northwest 

Wisconsin has been killed in an 

apparent murder/suicide. Sawyer 



County sheriff's deputies say 56-year-

old Claudia Burgan, the county clerk of 

courts, was shot in the chest 

Wednesday night at her home about 12 

miles east of Hayward -- and she died 

later at a hospital. Fifty-eight-year-old 

Dennis Meyer, who lived with Burgan, 

was found dead from an apparent self 

inflicted gunshot wound. The state 

Justice Department is helping Sawyer 

County sheriff's officials investigate.  

 

 Wisconsin's Tammy Baldwin praises 

Hillary Clinton's record on health care, 

while Milwaukee's Gwen Moore slams 

Donald Trump's descriptions of 

women. Both federal lawmakers from 

Wisconsin made their remarks to the 

Democratic National Convention on its 

final night in Philadelphia. Appearing 

with a group of Senate women, 

Baldwin told how her grandparents had 

to pay for three months of hospital bills 

as a child, because she had a 

preexisting condition and nobody 

would cover her -- and Baldwin said 

she entered politics so other kids could 

get affordable care. Clinton accepted 

the Democratic presidential nomination 

Thursday night, and Moore said the 

former Secretary of State would fight 

for women "each and every day." 

 

Steven Avery says he would not be in 

prison if his two trial lawyers would 

have done any investigating into his 

case. Avery wrote the allegation in a 



new letter to In Touch Weekly. He and 

his nephew Brendan Dassey were 

convicted of raping, burning, and 

shooting Teresa Halbach in 2005 at the 

Avery family auto salvage yard in 

Manitowoc County. It's one of the most 

notorious crimes in modern Wisconsin 

history, because D-N-A evidence freed 

Avery from prison for a rape he didn't 

commit, however it helped convict him 

of murder just a few years later. A new 

lawyer, Chicago area attorney Kathleen 

Zellner is handling another request by 

Avery for a new trial. 
 

 
Two men remain 
hospitalized after plane 
crash near FonDuLac News 7/29/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Two men from Santa Fe, New Mexico 

remain hospitalized after their single 

plane crashed at the Fond du Lac 

County Airport. Sheriff's officials say 

78-year-old David Spencer has life 

threatening injuries, and his 71-year-

old passenger Rafael Chaves has lesser 

but serious injuries. According to the 

Fond du Lac County sheriff's 

department, the small plane had a 

mechanical problem right after it took 

off Thursday morning -- and when it 

tried to come back to land, the pilot 

apparently lost control during a quick 

banking maneuver. Fond du Lac is 

among the airports which have a large 

increase in traffic this week due to the 

E-A-A's Air Venture Show at nearby 

Oshkosh. 

 

 Waukesha County officials say it was 

not their decision to remove a 



Washington Post reporter from 

Wednesday night's campaign rally with 

G-O-P vice presidential nominee Mike 

Pence. Deputies say they were backing 

up the Secret Service and private 

security staffers at the Waukesha Expo 

Center, and their only involvement was 

to pat down Post reporter Jose DelReal 

to see if he had a cellphone on him. 

Officials say DelReal arrived late, after 

a security sweep of the media area -- 

and Waukesha County sheriff's 

inspector Torin Misko says deputies 

had no idea why an event staffer 

escorted DelReal out of the building. 

The Post has been denied media passes 

for White House nominee Donald 

Trump's campaign events, but the 

paper's reporters normally get in with 

the general public. Pence's campaign 

promised to look into the incident. 

 

The Wisconsin State Fair opens next 

Thursday in West Allis with something 

it never had before -- metal detectors at 

the gates. Interim C-E-O Kathleen 

O'Leary says recent worldwide terrorist 

incidents have made safety a top 

priority at the State Fair. She says 

visitors will not need to remove their 

belts or shoes like they do at U-S 

airports. Fairgoers with larger bags, 

strollers, and wagons will be checked 

with wands. O'Leary says visitors 

should allow more time to enter the 

eleven day State Fair, which runs from 

August fourth through 14th. 
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Accident in Marathon Co.  News 8/1/16 6a,7a,8a  1:30 

A federal judge in Wisconsin 

has declared multiple 

Republican-authored 

election laws unconstitutional 

in a sweeping ruling.  Two 

liberal groups filed a lawsuit 

in May challenging the laws, 

including a requirement that 

voters show photo 

identification.  U.S. District 

Judge James Peterson issued 

the ruling that upheld the 

voter ID law but struck down 

a number of GOP-written 

statutes and policies that 

restricted voting.  He ordered 

the state to quickly issue 

credentials valid for voting to 

anyone trying to obtain a 

free photo ID for voting. He 

struck down a restriction 



limiting municipalities to one 

location for in-person 

absentee voting, time limits 

on in-person absentee 

voting, an increase in 

residency requirements from 

10 to 28 days and a 

prohibition on using expired 

but otherwise qualifying 

student IDs to vote. 

An accident yesterday 

afternoon left one person 

injured.  The Marathon 

County Sheriff’s office 

reported the single vehicle 

crash about 12:30 on Hwy 51, 

just north of Hwy 34 in 

Mosinee.  Officials said the 

vehicle had tire problems 

and left the road, backing 

up traffic for about an hour.  

The driver was treated and 

released from a local 

hospital.   

Weather permitting, the 

Bearskin Trail Bridge over Hwy 

51 in Hazelhurst will be closed 

tomorrow night and traffic on 



the highway will be rerouted 

using Hwys 8 and 47.  The old 

bridge is being removed and 

the Department of 

Transportation plans to have 

the highway open to traffic 

again by 6am Wednesday.  

Motorists are asked to plan 

ahead and allow for extra 

travel time.   

 

  
Low voting turnout for 
primary expected News 8/1/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The lack of any hotly 

contested statewide races 

on the ballot is expected to 

keep turnout for Wisconsin’s 

August 9 primary relatively 

low.  Only about 16 percent 

of voting age adults 

statewide are expected to 

cast a ballot in the primary, 

according to the state 

Elections Commission.  

The primary ballot features 

mostly congressional and 

state legislative primaries, 

with the only statewide race 

coming from the U.S. Senate. 

Democrats Russ Feingold 

and Scott Harbach are both 

http://www.gab.wi.gov/sites/default/files/page/candidates_on_ballot_aug_9_partisan_primary_after_20612.pdf


vying to take on incumbent 

Republican Sen. Ron 

Johnson in November.  voters 

will still have to comply with 

the current photo ID 

requirement when they head 

to the polls a week from 

Tuesday. 

The Wisconsin Medical 

Examining Board wants 

physicians to consider the 

risks of addiction before 

putting patients on opiods, to 

inform the patients of those 

risks and prescribe the lowest 

possible dose.  The board 

was given the authority 

earlier this year to establish a 

new set of guidelines for 

prescribing opioids in 

reaction to increasing heroin 

use in the state.  Prescription 

opioids can lead to heroin 

addiction when the 

prescriptions run out.  The 

board adopted the 

guidelines last month. 

Fundraising is expected to 



take a year, with 

construction on a new, 20-

million dollar expansion at 

the National Railroad 

Museum taking another two 

years.  When the new 

building is finished, all the 

trains will be indoors, 

protecting them from the 

weather.  Seventy rail cars, 

cabooses and engines are a 

part of the 100-thousand 

items the museum in 

northeast Wisconsin has in its 

inventory.  The original 

museum buildings will remain. 
 

  
Voter I.D.s back in question News 8/2/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin Attorney General 

Brad Schimel asked the 

federal appeals court to 

block a ruling allowing voters 

to cast ballots without a 

photo ID.  Last month the 

court issued an injunction 

allowing people without 

identification to vote in 

November if they sign an 

affidavit.  State attorneys 

appealed but were turned 

down.  Now the Department 



of Justice asked the 7th 

Circuit Court of Appeals to 

stay the ruling arguing it’s 

necessary to avoid confusion 

at the polls.  This ruling is 

separate from a decision 

issued last week loosening 

the voter ID requirements.    

Donald Trump is headed to 

the state.  The GOP 

presidential nominee will 

campaign in Green Bay 

Friday.  Trump has faced 

bipartisan criticism for 

engaging in an emotionally 

charged feud with the 

bereaved parents of a 

decorated Muslim Army 

captain killed by a suicide 

bomber in Iraq.   

A new survey from Nicolet 

College in Rhinelander hopes 

to determine new ways to 

meet the changing needs of 

the aging Northwoods 

population.  Nicolet 

Executive Director Sandy 

Kinney said the lifestyles and 

interests of the 50-plus age 



group are evolving as baby 

boomers retire.  The survey 

includes questions about job 

skills training, career 

advancement and other 

areas and is available 

through the month on the 

Nicolet website. 

The reconstruction of the 

Indian Bowl in Lac du 

Flambeau has a contractor.  

LDF-CCI Construction was 

awarded the contract to 

build the new 

Waaswaaganing Indian Bowl 

Living Arts and Culture 

Center.  Grounbreaking for 

the 10,000 square foot facility 

and redesign is set for 

Thursday afternoon.   
 

  
Names in fatal shooting have 
been released News 8/2/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office today released the 

names of the officers 

involved in the fatal shooting 

of an Eagle River man a 

week ago.  They’re identified 

as Sgt. Investigator Brian 

Kingsley, a 24-year veteran of 

the department and Sgt. 



Investigator Randy Ruleau II, 

with the office for nine years.  

The officers returned fire after 

50-year old Scot Minard shot 

at them.  The incident started 

with a traffic stop in Antigo 

last Tuesday morning.  The 

Department of Justice 

investigation continues.   

A 15-year-old Wausau boy is 

being charged as an adult in 

an attack on his 

grandmother last month in 

Plover.  Dylvan Carver is 

accused of stabbing the 60-

year-old woman five times, 

then stealing her car.  Carver 

is charged with attempted 

first-degree intentional 

homicide and two 

misdemeanors.  He is 

scheduled to return to 

Portage County court later 

this month.  Carver 

apparently destroyed the 

woman's phone before 

driving away.  She went next 

door and the neighbor 

called police. 



Governor Scott Walker tells 

all state agencies they 

should assume there will be 

zero funding growth for them 

in the next Wisconsin 

budget.  Those agencies are 

on the clock, needing to 

have their proposals to the 

governor's office by 

September 15th.  Walker says 

he wants to extend the 

freeze on tuition at schools in 

the U-W System for two more 

years.  There have been no 

increases in the cost of 

higher education for students 

since 2013.  The U-W Board of 

Regents will be discussing the 

budget at its next meeting in 

two weeks. 
 

  
Bond set for Gleason man  News 8/3/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Bond is set at $15,000 cash 

for a 42-year-old Gleason 

man charged with sexually 

abusing two girls over the 

course of several years.  Jeff 

Last was charged yesterday 

in Marathon County with four 

counts including first degree 

sexually assaulting a child.  



Suspects are charged in the 

county where the alleged 

crimes occur.  An 

investigation began in April 

where investigators 

developed a timeline of the 

alleged abuse using dates of 

events the girls remembered.  

One of the alleged victims 

believed she was first sexually 

assaulted when she was 6-

years-old.  Last is back in 

court in September.  

U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson says he 

doesn't expect to join GOP 

presidential nominee Donald 

Trump on a Wisconsin 

campaign stop in Green Bay 

Friday.  Johnson said 

yesterday his schedule was 

set ahead of time and he 

honors his commitments.  

Trump has been locked in a 

feud with Khizr and Ghazala 

Khan, parents of a Muslim 

U.S. Army captain killed in 

Iraq.  Johnson issued a 

statement Monday praising 

the Khans but didn't mention 



Trump.  

Meanwhile, Trump may be 

withholding his endorsement 

from House Speaker Paul 

Ryan, but Ryan says he never 

sought it in the first place.  A 

spokesman for the Wisconsin 

Republican said neither Ryan 

nor anyone associated with 

his re-election ever asked for 

Trump's backing, adding the 

Ryan team was "confident in 

a victory next week 

regardless."  Ryan faces a 

challenge from Paul Nehlen 

in the Aug. 9 primary.  

Trump's refusal to back the 

incumbent is a breach of 

political decorum that 

comes after a convention 

designed to showcase party 

unity. 

 

 
 

  
Missing boy found News 8/4/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Over a dozen county and 

local agencies combed the 

woods and water around the 



Buffalo Lake Campground in 

Woodruff last night for a 

missing four year old boy.  

Just before 8:00 his mother 

called Woodruff Police.  He 

was found safe about 2-1/2 

hours later by a DNR warden 

near a snowmobile trail 

nearly six miles away.   

At their meeting in Ashland 

yesterday, the state natural 

resources board announced 

a couple land deals.  

Hopefully settling a 

controversial issue, the 

agency agreed to trade two 

acres of public land along 

Rest Lake in Manitowish 

Waters to the Uihlein family, 

where they own an 

apartment complex.  In 

exchange the state will get 

about 43 acres on Mann 

Lake in Boulder Junction.  The 

deal didn’t go without 

objection as opponents 

voiced concerns it could 

potentially eliminate public 

access to the lake.  A 



spokesman for the family, 

large donors to Governor 

Scott Walker, said there are 

no development plans.  The 

board also approved the $2 

million purchase of nearly 

1000 acres along the 

Chippewa River in Dunn 

County.  Both deals still need 

legislative approval. 

Developers of Wausau’s 

riverfront project expect to 

have an entertainment 

complex open this fall.  

Wausau on the Water as it’s 

called includes riverfront 

dining, patio seating for 200, 

an arcade and more.  

Additional activities are 

planned later as owners work 

to help revitalize the 

downtown.  This is one of 

several projects for 

development along the 

Wisconsin River.   

The Oneida County Fair 

opens its weekend run this 

afternoon at Pioneer Park in 

Rhinelander.  Since 1896 the 



family event is all fun and 

food and runs through 

Sunday. 
 

  
Vice President candidate to 
make stop in Milwaukee News 8/4/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The Hillary Clinton campaign 

says vice presidential 

candidate Tim Kaine will 

discuss plans to build an 

economy that "works for 

everyone, not just those at 

the top."  Kaine is making a 

stop at Milwaukee's Lakefront 

Brewery tomorrow afternoon 

at 1:00 p-m, with doors 

opening two hours before 

that.  Kaine is a U-S Senator 

from Virginia.  He's in 

Wisconsin on the same day 

Republicans Donald Trump 

and Mike Pence are to be 

featured at a rally in Green 

Bay.  He will tell the crowd 

Hillary Clinton is planning to 

make the largest investment 

in job creation since World 

War Two. 

When Republican 

presidential candidate 

Donald Trump campaigns in 

Green Bay tomorrow, he's 



sure to draw a big crowd, 

but three powerful state 

politicians won't be there.  

Trump and House Speaker 

Paul Ryan are involved in a 

mini-feud over 

endorsements.  Governor 

Scott Walker, another 

Wisconsin Republican, says 

he's "100 percent with Paul 

Ryan" and he needs to go to 

the northern part of the state 

to view flood damage any 

way.  U-S Senator Ron 

Johnson's office says he has 

prior commitments. 

The Wisconsin attorney 

general has asked for an 

emergency stay of a federal 

judge's ruling which struck 

down several provisions in 

the voter I-D law.  U-S District 

Judge James Peterson said 

the restrictions were 

unconstitutional.  State 

Department of Justice 

attornies say Peterson's ruling 

would force changes in 

election procedures and 



could cause confusion for 

voters.  Lawyers representing 

groups opposing the voter I-

D law have filed their own 

notice of appeal. 
 

  
Fire damages Rhinelander 
home  News 8/5/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Fire damaged a Rhinelander 

home yesterday afternoon.  

City firefighters were assisted 

by Pelican and Pine Lake 

volunteers at the home on 

the corner of Dwight and 

Glenwood streets on the 

city’s north side shortly after 

3:00.  No one was home at 

the time and officials quickly 

contained the blaze to the 

basement.   

Yesterday’s storms intensified 

as the moved across state, 

one destroying a barn in 

Colby.  Trees and power lines 

were dropped in the area as 

well.  Wisconsin Public 

Service crews dealt with 

outages quickly. 

Back in May Marathon 

County administrator Brad 

Karger attended a political 

rally in support of a fair 



sentence for Dylan Yang, the 

Wausau teen convicted of 

stabbing 13-year old Isaiah 

Thomas to death in February 

of last year.  That got Karger 

suspended without pay and 

now the county’s executive 

committee has released 

information about the move.  

Three documents, released 

yesterday, explain the law, 

the action of the county 

board and the terms of his 

suspension, which expires 

August 23rd.   An 

independent investigation 

report on the incident is 

expected in a couple weeks. 

Brett Favre goes into the Hall 

of Fame tomorrow.  The 

former Packers quarterback 

already has a legion of fans 

in Canton, Ohio for the 

ceremony where his locker 

display will not only feature 

his Green Bay jersey but that 

of the Minnesota Vikings as 

well.  Over his 19 year NFL 

career he’s passed for nearly 



72,000 yards and 508 

touchdowns.  He’ll be back 

in Green Bay in October for a 

half-time ceremony marking 

the honor.   
 

  
Marinette takes in suspect in 
murder for hire case News 8/5/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Marinette County authorities 

have reportedly taken one 

person into custody in what is 

being described as a 

murder-for-hire case.  The 

arrest was made during a 

sting operation at a bar in 

Porterfield earlier this week.  

The name of the person 

arrested hasn't been 

revealed.  The Marinette 

County Sheriff's Office is 

working with the Wisconsin 

Department of Justice on the 

case.  Few details have been 

released because the 

investigation is still active. 

Authorities haven't identified 

the target. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan 

says he still supports Donald 

Trump's candidacy for 

president.  Ryan said Trump 

won the delegates and won 



the party's nomination "fair 

and square."  He indicated 

he wasn't troubled by Trump's 

non-endorsement for his run 

for re-election.  The Janesville 

Republican said the only 

endorsement he wants 

would come from his 

"employers" in the First 

Congressional District, the 

constituents.  Ryan has been 

critical of the way Trump has 

been campaigning.   

Wisconsin gets another turn 

in the spotlight of the 

presidential race today, with 

both Republican Donald 

Trump and Democrat Hillary 

Clinton's campaigns stoping 

in the state. Trump and his 

running mate, Indiana 

Governor Mike Pence, will 

both be at a rally tonight in 

downtown Green Bay, while 

Democratic vice presidential 

candidate Tim Kaine 

appeared at a brewery in 

Milwaukee this morning.  

Clinton herself has not 



announced plans to appear 

in Wisconsin.  The most 

recent Marquette University 

Law School poll showed 

Clinton with just a five point 

lead over Trump among 

Wisconsin voters, although 

that was before both party’s 

held their national 

conventions last month. 
 

  
Emergency services 
knocked off in Wood Co.  News 8/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Loss of a backup power 

system knocked out 

emergency and non-

emergency phone systems 

at the Wood County Sheriff’s 

Department last night.  No 

incidents were reported over 

the nearly hour the system 

was down as surrounding 

counties picked up the 

service between 6:30 and 

7:15. 

The top Republican in the 

Wisconsin Assembly says he’s 

embarrassed to have Donald 

Trump as the GOP 

presidential nominee.  In 

an open letter to fellow 

http://www.rightwisconsin.com/opinion/perspectives/vos-welcome-to-wisconsin-mr-trump


Republicans, state Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos questions 

whether he’s proud of the 

GOP nominee, and said the 

answer is so obvious it hurts. 

“No.”  

Perfect weather marked the 

end to a couple annual 

events as Pig in the Pines in 

St. Germain closed a 

successful run Saturday night.  

Rib vendors from across the 

country come to compete 

for bragging rights while 

families enjoyed a host of 

activities.  Family was also 

the word as the Oneida 

County Fair wrapped up last 

night after its four-day run.  

For well over 100 years the 

event provides the food, fun 

and festival atmosphere that 

drew thousands to Pioneer 

Park in Rhinelander.   

His speech was much like the 

way he played quarterback 

for the Green Bay Packers.  

Unscripted.  Brett Favre was 



formally inducted into the 

Pro Football Hall of Fame, 

Saturday with the capacity 

crowd mostly wearing green 

and gold.  In an odd twist, 

the NFL’s Hall of Fame game 

between the Pack and 

Indianapolis was cancelled 

after the wrong paint was 

used on the field, with the 

league, citing safety 

concerns for the players.   

Green Bay opens their 

preseason this Friday hosting 

Cleveland. 

 

  
State patrol investigating 
interstate crash News 8/8/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The State Patrol continues to 

investigate an Interstate 

crash that killed two people 

and injured another.  It 

happened late yesterday 

morning on I-90-94 near 

Lyndon Station in Juneau 

County.  Troopers say a car 

was going southeast when it 

struck a "U" Haul trailer, 

crossed the median and 

collided with an oncoming 

semi truck.  The car driver, an 



86-year-old woman from 

Hayward, died at the scene 

along with her 45-year-old 

female passenger from 

Hayward -- and the truck 

driver, a 31-year-old 

suburban Chicago man, was 

taken to a Mauston hospital 

with non life threatening 

injuries.  The victims' names 

were not immediately 

released. 

A Green Bay man has his 

prosthetic leg back, after he 

lost it on a fishing trip this 

summer.  Elliot Fuller of 

Germantown and his friend 

Jason Franklin found the 

artificial limb last week while 

canoeing on a creek near 

Wabeno in Forest County.  

Fuller says he thought he saw 

part of a dead body at first, 

but he later realized it was a 

prosthetic leg that was 

sticking out of a dam for 

beavers.  They managed to 

reach the owner who posted 

it was lost online.  The two 



men were paid them 50 

dollars for giving it back. 

The Davenport Street bridge, 

the main link into downtown 

Rhinelander is expected to 

reopen this week.  Once the 

signals go up on the corner 

of Davenport and Courtney, 

city officials will give the 

green light to reopen the 

bridge, as the downtown 

Rhinelander streetscape 

project continues.   
 

  
Local boy dies after being hit 
by car News  8/9/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A five year old boy died 

yesterday morning after 

being hit by a vehicle in his 

driveway.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s department 

reported the accident just 

before 10:00 at a home on 

Guthrie Lane in Newbold.  

The mother was moving the 

vehicle when the youngster 

was struck.  He was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

A 44-year old Wabeno man 

was killed in a crash early 

yesterday morning.  The 



Forest County Sheriff’s 

department was notified of a 

vehicle that left the road, 

striking a large tree on Hwy 

32 about 1:30.  Authorities 

say speed was a factor.  The 

driver’s name has not been 

released. 

Following the recent closing 

of a beach in Eagle River, 

the Vilas County Health 

Department reminds people 

to take precautions to enjoy 

area waters.  Beaches can 

get contaminated by a 

number of means, from birds 

and animals, storm water 

runoff or bacteria.  People 

also play a role due to poor 

sanitation, broken pipes or 

failing septic systems.  

Officials advise not drinking 

lake water, don’t allow 

children to eat beach sand, 

take a shower after 

swimming and if you can’t, 

at least wash your hands.  

Vilas County began weekly 

monitoring of swimming 



beaches in 2002 in 

partnership with UW-Oshkosh.   

It’s primary day in Wisconsin 

and officials expect a low 

turnout, except in areas with 

high profile contests, like the 

Congressional race 

downstate for 

Representative and Speaker 

of the House Paul Ryan is 

challenged by Paul Nehlen.  

Three Republicans are vying 

for the empty 8th district seat.  

Many local races are also on 

the ballot. 
 

  
Voters will have to show I.D. 
to vote in primaries News 8/9/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Virtually all Wisconsin voters 

will have to show 

acceptable photo I-Ds to 

cast ballots in today's 

partisan primaries.  The state 

Elections Commission notes 

even some reporters have 

questions, despite the fact 

that Federal Judge James 

Peterson said a few weeks 

ago there would be no 

changes in the I-D law for 

today.  He ruled on a lawsuit 

July 30th by ordering 



changes in photo I-D and 

other voting laws -- but the 

state appealed that decision 

and Peterson earlier said the 

ruling would come too late 

to make changes for this 

day.  Also, Federal Judge 

Lynn Adelman has ruled 

voters don't need to show I-

Ds if they sign sworn affidavits 

about their identities -- but he 

made it clear it would not 

take effect until November.  

The state expects 712-

thousand people to vote 

today for a 16-percent 

turnout, and the polls are 

open until eight p-m. 

No one was injured as fire 

broke out on a Union Pacific 

train early this morning.  Fire 

fighters from Kronenwetter 

battled the flames shortly 

before 4:00 on the corner of 

Old Hwy 51 and Happy 

Hollow Road.  Sources say 

the fire started when the 

engine overheated and 

ignited the oil reservoir.  The 



train was hauling 144 box 

cars of coal. 

The U-W System could seek a 

42-and-one-half million dollar 

increase in state funding in its 

next two year budget, as 

well as ending a four year 

tuition freeze for Wisconsin 

residents.  University system 

president Ray Cross gave a 

partial sneak preview 

yesterday. Republican 

Governor Scott Walker told 

the U-W not to expect any 

additional state dollars in the 

next budget.  
 

 Voter turnout about what 
was expected at primaries 
 News  8/10/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Voter turnout was about as 

expected across the state for 

yesterday’s primary.  Some 

local races of note found 

Congressman Sean Duffy 

now facing Mary Hoeft in the 

7th District.  In the 8th District, 

Mike Gallagher will face Tom 

Nelson for the open seat.  In 

the 34th Assembly Race, 

Matthew Michaelsen meets 

incumbent Rob Swearingen 

in November.  Tracy Hartman 



defeated Kerri Ison for 

Oneida County Clerk and 

Martha Milanowski beat 

Derek Dominquez in the GOP 

primary for district attorney in 

Vilas County.  With national 

significance, State 

Representative and House 

Speaker Paul Ryan easily 

beat challenger Paul Nehlen.  

He will face Iraq War veteran 

and former Army Officer, 

Ryan Solen, of Mount 

Pleasant in the November 

general election.  And it’s 

now official, Democrat Russ 

Feingold and Republican U.S. 

Senator Ron Johnson will 

face each other once again 

in November.  Feingold easily 

won against Scott Harbach. 

Both of the major party 

candidates for vice president 

have return trips to Wisconsin 

planned in the next week.  

Republican presidential 

nominee Donald Trump’s 

campaign says running mate 

Mike Pence will be in 



Wisconsin Thursday afternoon 

for a town hall forum in La 

Crosse.  The Indiana 

governor will appear at a 

rally in 

downtown Milwaukee later 

that night.  Meanwhile, 

Democratic presidential 

nominee Hillary Clinton’s 

campaign says her running 

mate, Virginia Senator Tim 

Kaine, will appear next 

Tuesday at a private 

fundraiser being held at a 

home in Madison.  Tickets for 

the event will cost between 

$400 and $20,000.  Kaine also 

campaigned in the state last 

Friday in Milwaukee. 

 

  
Crash in Boulder Jct. claims 
two lives News  8/10/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A head-on collision claimed 

two lives last night in Boulder 

Junction.  The crash, just 

before 7:00 was near the 

intersection of Hwys M and N.  

The Vilas Co Sheriff’s 

department reported it 

appears one vehicle crossed 

https://www.donaldjtrump.com/schedule/register/la-crosse-wi1/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/schedule/register/la-crosse-wi1/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/schedule/register/milwaukee-wi1/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/events/tickets/BGZNDN2MHY57F5K5/?raiser=2125336
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/events/tickets/BGZNDN2MHY57F5K5/?raiser=2125336


the center line.  One driver 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene while the other 

died at the Howard Young 

Medical Center.  Names 

have not been released.   

 President Barack Obama 

has approved federal 

disaster aid for eight northern 

Wisconsin counties hit by 

heavy rains and floods last 

month.  Governor Scott 

Walker said the declaration 

will help local governments 

get assistance for up to 75-

percent of repair costs for 

washed out roads and 

bridges -- plus tax funded 

facilities like the Saxon 

Harbor in Iron County, where 

dozens of boats were 

damaged. Up to 12 inches of 

rain caused more than 25-

million dollars in public 

infrastructure damage.  

Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, 

Douglas, Florence, Iron, 

Sawyer, and Washburn 

counties are eligible for the 



disaster relief -- along with 

the Bad River tribe east of 

Ashland.  Aid was turned 

down for Price County, which 

did not have enough 

damage to be eligible. 

 Voters in Marshfield said no 

to higher property taxes for 

street reconstruction and 

repairs.  The margin was 

almost two to one yesterday 

to reject a five year tax hike, 

which would have paid for 

nine rebuilding projects plus 

new asphalt on other streets.  

New road funding has been 

scarce statewide, due to 

lower gas tax revenues 

caused by less urban driving 

and more efficient vehicles 

that save on gas. 
 

  
Fire this morning by Presque 
Isle News 8/11/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Several volunteer fire 

departments were 

dispatched early this morning 

to a structure fire on North 

Star Road between Presque 

Isle and Winchester in Vilas 

County.  The call came in 

shortly before 3:30.  No other 



information is available.  

 

Rhinelander is renewing the 

archery season for deer 

within the city limits.  The hunt 

opens September 17th, 

running until November 18th,  

closing for the gun and 

muzzleloader seasons.  Then, 

running from December 8th 

to January 8th.  The 

application deadline is 

September 9th at City Hall.  

More information is available 

at the city clerk’s office. 

 

A three sentence news 

release from the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s department 

indicates an investigation is 

underway, looking into 

allegations regarding Merrill 

High School band instructor 

Kevin Short.  No other 

information was provided as 

the probe is ongoing. 

 

A Marquette University Law 

School poll finds most 



Wisconsin voters don’t care 

for either presidential 

nominee.  65% have an 

unfavorable view of 

Republican Donald Trump 

while 53% say they don’t like 

Democrat Hillary Clinton.  The 

latest numbers show Clinton 

leading in the state by 10 

points among registered 

voters, up four points from a 

similar poll last month. 

 

The new home for the iconic 

T-Bird bridge panel is above 

the main entrance to 

Lakeland High School.  The 

school board last night 

approved the location last 

night, pending proper 

permits and funding from the 

local group working to save 

the landmark.  The old bridge 

over Hwy 51 south of 

Minocqua was recently 

replaced.  Fundraising efforts 

are already underway.   
 

  
Flash flood warnings in 
effect for the western part of News 8/11/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Flash flood watches are in 

effect for much of the 



the state  western half of Wisconsin 

through early tomorrow and 

some places could get up to 

five inches of rain.  A moist 

airmass pushed at least two 

rounds of thunderstorms 

across the Badger State 

today.  Each wave 

producing at least two 

inches of rain, plus intense 

downpours of up to two 

inches per hour -- but the 

flood watches do not extend 

to the far northwest part of 

the state.  Street flooding 

was reported from 

Rhinelander to Medford.  The 

storms are likely to continue 

tonight but the temperatures 

and high humidities should 

finally break. 

State health officials say 18 

Wisconsinites have been 

confirmed with the Zika virus, 

all from traveling elsewhere 

to places where infected 

mosquitoes bit them.  The 

Health Services Department 

notes there are no signs 



Wisconsin has any bugs that 

could transmit the Zika virus 

locally.  And it's not likely that 

two types of mosquitoes 

carrying the disease will 

make it this far north.  Still, 

state and local health 

agencies are watching for 

those bugs.  The U-W 

Madison Medical 

Entomology Lab continues to 

study and monitor mosquito 

populations. 

A federal judge has thrown 

out a large lawsuit from a 

Green Bay man who 

threatened to sue at least 46 

companies.  33-year-old 

Cory Groshek applied for 562 

jobs -- and if a company did 

not disclose its intent to 

perform a background 

check on him, he threatened 

a class action lawsuit if the 

firm didn't pay him a 

personal settlement.  The last 

two years he’s collected 230-

thousand dollars from 20 

companies.   
 



  
Securities fraud trial for two 
local men continues News 8/12/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The securities fraud case 

against Brian and David 

Elisaon of St. Germain will 

continue in Vilas County 

Court.  The brothers face 10 

felony counts in a scheme 

that cost investors over $3-

million.  Those charges 

contend the men failed to 

disclose the poor condition 

of their business that sold 

investments in commercial 

and residential properties in 

2009.  The date for a 

preliminary hearing is 

supposed to be set today.   

 

The two people killed in a 

head on crash near Boulder 

Junction Tuesday night have 

been identified.  83-year old 

John Burlingame of Sayner 

and 64-year old William 

Vukos of Arbor Vitae died in 

the accident at the 

intersection of highways M 

and N shortly before 7:00. 

 

Earlier this week the Lincoln 



County Sheriff’s office 

announced an investigation 

into Merrill High School band 

director Kevin Short.  Now we 

know why.  According to 

court documents, Short, who 

is now suspended with pay, 

allegedly sent hundreds of 

online messages to a 16-year 

old girl.  A restraining order 

was granted because the 

girls’ mother accused him of 

harassing the family.  Short is 

the fourth employee of the 

Merrill School District to be 

placed on administrative 

leave this year.   

 

Rhinelander is looking for 

someone to run the 

restaurant at the Northwood 

Golf Course, just west of the 

city.  In a news release, city 

administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner said they’re 

looking for proposals to 

operate the business as a 

year round destination, citing 

the development of the 



largest, four season silent 

sports trail system in the area 

adjacent to the golf course.   
 

  
Wheel taxes could come into 
play News 8/12/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Several Wisconsin cities are 

considering local "wheel 

taxes" on vehicles to help 

pay for road repairs.  Green 

Bay, Portage and Wausau 

are studying annual vehicle 

taxes of ten to 20 dollars for 

residents and businesses, on 

top of the state's vehicle 

registration fees -- and 

Wausau is also thinking about 

ending a requirement that 

city voters approve a 

referendum for a wheel tax.  

The actions are being 

examined as a way to help 

make up for cuts in federal 

and state road aid.  About 

one dozen counties and 

cities in Wisconsin now 

charge wheel taxes. 

The city of Rhinelander and 

its community partners will 

host an input session next 

month to examine the use of 

the city’s parks.  The meeting, 



September 8th hopes to get 

ideas from brainstorming and 

problem solving activities 

regarding use of the parks.  

The outcome of the sessions 

will be reviewed by parks, 

buildings and grounds 

committee for any 

recommendations.   

Antigo residents 

remembered Kayla Berg last 

night, who's been missing 

since 2009.  Kayla was 15 

when she was last seen in 

Wausau seven years ago 

yesterday.  Each of the 700 

balloons released includes a 

photo and information how 

to contact investigators if 

someone knows something.  

The state building 

commission yesterday 

approved plans to build a 

4500 square foot education 

and outreach center at the 

Kemp natural resources 

station in Woodruff.  The 

building will include two 

classrooms and a small 



support kitchen.  Current 

facilities on the grounds are 

uninsulated, limited their use.  

Commission member, 

Representative Rob 

Swearingen said the 

approval will now allow for 

year round activity.   
 

  
State guard units sent into 
Milwaukee to quell violence News 8/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

activated the Wisconsin 

National Guard after a night 

of violence in Milwaukee.  

Fires were set and gunshots 

heard hours after an incident 

in which an officer shot and 

killed an armed suspect 

during a foot chase in the 

city’s Sherman Park 

neighborhood Saturday 

afternoon.  Walker said 125 

first responders were 

activated to assist the 

Milwaukee Police 

Department and the 

Milwaukee County Sheriff’s 

Office.  Milwaukee police say 

the suspect took off on foot 

after being pulled over and 

was carrying a handgun.  



After the shooting, crowds 

gathered at the scene 

smashing the windows of 

squad cars and setting fire to 

vehicles and buildings, 

including a BP gas station.  

Calm had returned the area 

Sunday morning. 

A Minnesota man died as the 

result of a motorcycle crash 

Friday night in Vilas County.  

The Sheriff’s department 

reported 61-year old David 

Keller was killed when his 

machine left Hwy N on a 

curve and struck a tree.  He 

was pronounced dead at 

the scene. 

Authorities in Shawano 

County continue their 

investigation into what is 

thought to be an explosive 

device, found in an 

apartment in Gresham 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

area was evacuated while 

they removed the suspected 



device.     

Donald Trump is back in 

Wisconsin this week, with a 

pair of fundraisers Tuesday, in 

La Crosse and Milwaukee. 

The Trump campaign has not 

released many details.  The 

latest Marquette University 

Law School poll has 

Democratic presidential 

nominee Hillary Clinton with 

a 10-point lead over 

Republican Donald Trump 

among registered voters and 

a 15-point advantage 

among likely voters. 

 

  
A second night of violence in 
Milwaukee News 8/15/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 An 18-year-old man and at 

least one police officer were 

hurt in a second night of 

violence in Milwaukee's 

Sherman Park neighborhood, 

where a police officer killed 

armed suspect Sylville 

Smith Saturday afternoon.  

Police say the teen was 

hospitalized with a gunshot 



wound, the officer was hurt 

after a rock hit a squad 

car, and a T-V crew aboard 

a news helicopter saw a 

second officer get injured by 

a flying object.  T-V reports 

also said 150 people blocked 

an intersection, a car was 

started on fire, a group 

confronted officers at a 

police station and several 

arrests were made before 

things settled down around 

two this morning. Meanwhile, 

hundreds of people spent 

yesterday cleaning up 

Saturday night's violence in 

which six businesses were 

damaged or destroyed, four 

officers were hurt, and 17 

arrests were made.  One of 

the sisters of the shooting 

suspect said the 23-year old 

should have been subdued 

by a taser, if anything, 

although officials said Smith 

was carrying a gun with 23 

rounds in it when he ignored 

police orders to put it down, 



and he was shot by an 

unnamed officer following a 

traffic stop.  

A 34-year-old Milwaukee 

man has drowned in the 

Little Wolf River in east 

central Wisconsin. Waupaca 

County sheriff's deputies say 

the victim fell into the river 

about 5:45 Sunday afternoon 

near New London in the 

town of Mukwa. Officials did 

not say how it happened. 

Firefighters and volunteers 

found the body underwater 

a short time later. His name 

was not immediately 

released, as an investigation 

continues. 
 

 
Barn destroyed yesterday in 
Marathon Co.   News 8/16/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A barn was destroyed by fire 

late yesterday afternoon in 

rural Marathon County.  

Several volunteer 

departments responded to 

the call on Hwy A near the 

Town of Hamburg just before 

5:00.  No people or animals 

were injured and the cause 

has not yet been 



determined.   

Forest County’s continuing 

crackdown on drugs 

continues with four people 

facing felony charges.  39-

year old Diana Alvarado and 

26-year old Kole McGeshick 

of Crandon join a Wausau 

couple in jail, 43-year old 

Tony and 38-year old Karen 

Quntana after controlled 

buys for methamphetamine, 

oxycodone and marijuana 

were made by members of 

the Forest County Drug Task 

Force along with the WI Dept 

of Justice in a multi-state 

investigation that included 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

Native American Drug and 

Gang Initiative and 

Marathon County Sheriff’s 

office.  Multiple charges 

include possession, delivery, 

keeping a drug house and 

bail jumping.   

Random drug testing goes 

into effect this fall at 

Northland Pines High School 



and officials hope more than 

half the parents will support 

the program.  Administrators 

say families can opt out of 

the tests but once permission 

is granted, it’s good until they 

graduate.  The school board 

has had debated the issue 

for some time and hope this 

will help stop students from 

using drugs or other harmful 

substances.  The testing will 

be done by an outside firm.  

Parents will be notified of the 

result and positive tests will 

be dealt with on a case-by-

case basis.   

The NFL is threatening 

suspensions for Clay 

Matthews and Julius Peppers 

if they don’t cooperate with 

the league’s investigation 

into the use of performance 

enhancing drugs.  
 

Presidential candidate 
comes to Wis.  
 News 8/16/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The presidential race focuses 

on Wisconsin today with 

appearances by Donald 

Trump and Clinton running 

mate Tim Kaine.  Trump, the 



Republican nominee, has a 

private fundraiser in La 

Crosse before he holds two 

public appearances in the 

Milwaukee area -- where the 

latest Marquette poll shows 

he's had trouble getting 

support in traditional 

suburban G-O-P strongholds.  

Trump will appear at a forum 

at Milwaukee's Pabst Theater 

with Fox News commentator 

Sean Hannity and a rally in 

West Bend.  Also tonight, 

Kaine -- the Democratic vice 

presidential candidate -- is at 

a fundraiser in Madison. 

 Milwaukee's mayor and 

police chief say the mood in 

the Sherman Park 

neighborhood was "very 

encouraging" late last night, 

following two nights of 

violence spurred by a police 

shooting death.  Chief Ed 

Flynn said he was gratified by 

a positive response from 

neighborhood residents -- 

and pastors from the area 



gathered for a Monday 

evening prayer session near 

the B-P gas station that was 

destroyed Saturday night.  

Broadband service in Oneida 

County got a boost from the 

state public service 

commission.  More than 

$180,000 in grant money was 

awarded to expand across 

some 310 square miles of the 

county covering nearly 8000 

households.  The funds, 

handled by the economic 

development corporation 

will help build towers and 

infrastructure impacting 

Crescent, Newbold, Sugar 

Camp, Harshaw and Three 

Lakes.   

Red Cross volunteers from 

northeastern Wisconsin are 

on their way to Louisiana, to 

help people impacted by 

historic flooding in Baton 

Rouge that has killed at least 

seven people and forced up 

to 10,000 people to stay in 



shelters over the weekend.  
 

 
Donald Trump delivers 
speech in the state News 8/17/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Donald Trump delivered his 

“law and order” speech in 

Wisconsin last night in heavily 

Republican Washington 

County, but much of his 

focus was on Milwaukee.  

“The violence, riots and 

destruction that have taken 

place in Milwaukee is an 

assault on the right of all 

citizens to live in security and 

to live in peace,” Trump said.  

He appealed to African-

American voters, who he 

says Democrats have failed.  

Earlier in the day he had a 

private meeting with 

Milwaukee County Sheriff 

David Clark.   Trump was 

introduced by Governor 

Scott Walker, marking the first 

time the Republican 

governor has appeared at a 

campaign event with his 

party’s presidential nominee.  

We may not have the Zika 



carrying varieties, but 

mosquitoes remain a 

concern in Wisconsin.  

Conditions have been ideal 

for mosquitoes this summer 

and Stephanie Smiley with 

the Department of Health 

Services says repellent 

remains your best defense. I f 

you don't like them, covering 

your exposed skin is the next 

best thing.  Health officials in 

Vilas County reported a 

dead crow last week tested 

positive for the West Nile 

virus, spread to humans 

through the bite of a 

mosquito.  The insects 

acquire the disease by 

feeding on infected birds.  It 

was the first bird testing 

positive for West Nile this 

year.   

As rural school districts 

continue to struggle with 

ever shrinking budgets, the 

legislative fiscal bureau 

shows 32 of the 38 schools in 



the state’s 12th senate district 

have lost more than 10% of 

their general aid since 2010, 

some $24 million.  The district 

covers Forest, Lincoln, 

Oneida and Vilas counties.   

 

 
Presidential candidates visit 
the state News 8/17/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Hillary Clinton's Democratic 

running mate accuses 

Wisconsin Republicans of 

making it harder to vote.  

Virginia Senate Democrat 

Tim Kaine spoke to supporters 

yesterday in Madison, before 

heading to a private 

fundraiser.  Kaine referred to 

a recent federal judge's 

ruling striking down part of 

the state's voter I-D 

requirement and restrictions 

on early voting that were 

passed by Republicans since 

2011.  Kaine says anyone 

who believes their vote 

doesn't matter is wrong, 

claiming Republicans have 

worked hard to make it more 

difficult to vote -- and Kaine 



asked, "If it matters that 

much to them, shouldn't it 

matter at least that much to 

you?"  G-O-P Governor Scott 

Walker recently called voter 

I-D "a reasonable measure to 

protect Wisconsin voters 

against cheating and make 

sure every vote counts." 

Meanwhile, Republican 

Donald Trump used his rally in 

West Bend to focus on urban 

crime and other problems in 

nearby Milwaukee.  In a 

speech last night, Trump said 

African Americans would 

have a "much better future" if 

they elect him.  He said there 

are not enough officers in 

the nation's poorest 

communities and those who 

believe police are a "racist 

force" share in the 

responsibility for the recent 

violence in Milwaukee's 

Sherman Park area.  Trump 

promised safe 

neighborhoods if elected 

and said, "We have to obey 



the laws or we don't have a 

country."  

Expansions to three Wisconsin 

Indian casinos run by the Ho 

Chunk Tribe begin next 

month.  Casinos near the 

Dells, Black River Falls and 

Wittenberg get upgrades in 

hotel, gaming and dining 

areas. 
 

 
Ashlee Martinson back in 
court News 8/18/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Rural school districts in the 

state will share nearly $18 

million in sparsity aid for 

general operations.  For the 

coming school year, the aid 

is based on enrollments of 

745 or fewer students and 

less than 10 pupils per square 

mile of the district’s 

geographic area.  In this 

area, Lakeland High School 

gets the largest amount, 

totaling over $203,000.  Other 

districts include Elcho, 

Florence, Lac du Flambeau, 

Minocqua and Woodruff J1, 

North Lakeland, Phelps, 

Prentice, Three Lakes, 

Wabeno and White Lake.  A 



total of 141 districts qualified 

this school year across the 

state.   

Ashlee Martinson was back in 

Oneida County Court 

yesterday for a restitution 

hearing in the 2015 killing of 

her mother and step father, 

Thomas Ayers.  His sister is 

seeking $10,000 for funeral 

and other expenses.  

Martinson testified she has no 

opportunity to make money 

while in prison and her 

release isn’t until 2038.  

Judge Michael Bloom opted 

to delay a decision pending 

life insurance claims that 

could be used to cover some 

of the costs.   

More problems for the Merrill 

School District as the board is 

accused of violating the 

state open meetings law.  

The board went into closed 

session at their May meeting 

to discuss a personnel matter 

without the proper notice of 

the subject matter.  What 



was discussed hasn’t been 

made public.  A formal 

complaint was filed by the 

Lincoln County District 

Attorney. 

Packers wide receiver Jordy 

Nelson won’t play tonight 

against against Oakland, but 

did pass his physical 

yesterday, clearing him to 

practice.  He’s been out 

since last August with a torn 

ACL. 
 

 
Missing man found in Vilas 
Co.  News 8/18/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A 79-year-old missing 

Minnesota man was found in 

Vilas County yesterday 

afternoon.  The sheriff’s 

department reports dispatch 

received a call reporting a 

vehicle had been in the 

ditch near the end of Golf 

Course road since early 

Tuesday.  After law 

enforcement checked the 

registration to the vehicle, 

they discovered a missing 

person alert had been sent 

out for the car's owner by 



police in New Brighten, MN.  

Authorities launched a 

search of the area using K-

9's, boats, an airplane and 

ATV's.  The sheriff's 

department says the man 

was found by a K-9 unit 

around 1 p.m. not far from 

the car.  He was taken to a 

nearby hospital for an 

evaluation.  The man's name 

has not been released. 

Developers still plan to open 

new businesses close to 

Milwaukee's Sherman Park 

neighborhood where 

violence broke out last 

weekend.  The head of a 

local business development 

group says national news 

reports of the burning and 

looting which followed a 

police shooting death can 

bring a bad reputation to the 

entire city -- and officials 

must be ready to answer 

questions.  But the Save a Lot 

grocery chain won’t stop 

plans for a new supermarket.  



There are also at least two 

large proposals for new 

apartment building still in the 

works as well.    

Olympic medal winners don’t 

only get accolades when 

they return home, they also 

get a tax bill.  Now, state 

lawmakers want to make 

sure the medals and cash 

awards that come with them 

are left alone.  A bill is set for 

assembly consideration next 

year.   

 

 
Missing man found in Vilas 
Co. has died News 8/19/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Minnesota man reported 

missing earlier this week and 

found in Vilas County 

Wednesday, has died.  The 

unidentified 79-year old was 

discovered by a K-9 search 

unit near his abandoned car 

in Sayner.   

Marathon County Board 

administrator Brad Karger 

returns to work next week 

after serving a 30-day 

suspension without pay.  

Yesterday, after meeting for 



hours, a board vote to 

reconsider the action failed 

17-15.  Karger was disciplined 

for taking part in a rally for a 

teen convicted of murder.   

Governor Scott Walker says 

no decision has been made 

yet how his budget will 

address the future of a 

University of Wisconsin tuition 

freeze.  Walker has indicated 

he wants to continue the 

freeze, while System 

President Ray Cross wants to 

end it during the next 

biennium. The governor said 

yesterday, he has not yet 

made a decision on what 

direction his budget will go 

in, while also floating the 

possibility of a tuition 

reduction.  

The new Kwik Trip location on 

Rhinelander’s north side is 

showing signs of life with the 

building already roughed in.  

Plans are to have the 

business open in fall, joining 

the first location on the city’s 



east side that opened two 

years ago.  The company 

also got approval for a 

location in Eagle River, on 

Hwy 45 adjacent to 

downtown.  The multi-million 

dollar project will include 

reworking the intersection 

with Wall Street, better 

opening access to the 

Children’s Museum and park 

on the city’s west side.  

Construction is expected to 

begin next spring.   
 

 
Officials in western Wis. Are 
looking for financial help to 
take care of recent flooding News 8/19/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Officials in far western 

Wisconsin still hope to get 

state disaster relief, after 

federal aid was rejected to 

fix public facilities in last 

week's floods. Up to seven 

inches of rain fell in parts of 

Buffalo and Trempealeau 

counties.  Buffalo County 

officials say the Federal 

Emergency Management 

Agency needed to find at 

least eight-million dollars in 

damage to 

public amenities there and in 



surrounding counties before 

it could consider naming it a 

disaster area.  Reports say 

there was two-million dollars 

in damage to things like 

roads and bridges.  Officials 

are now looking to the state's 

Disaster Fund and the 

Wisconsin D-O-T for repair. 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he's thinking about asking 

lawmakers to keep freezing 

U-W tuition for just one year 

instead of two in his next 

state budget. The 

Republican Walker has also 

responded to speculation 

that he might suggest lower 

tuition as part of his budget 

package next February. The 

governor says it's "on the 

table," but he's not proposing 

it right now. Walker's 

comments came after U-W 

President Ray Cross says that 

if the state continues to 

"avoid investing" in the U-W, it 

would be threatening the 

school's quality and in his 



words, "it has to end." 

The DNR is offering seven 

state-owned parcels of land 

for public auction next 

month.  Bidding closes 

September 15th for the land 

located in Adams, Bayfield, 

Dunn, Florence, Green Lake 

and Lincoln Counties.  

Parcels run from just over four 

to 40 acres.  Information is 

available on the DNR 

website using the key words, 

land sales. 
 

 
Body of man found in lake in 
Adams Co.  News 8/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The body of a Kewaskum 

man was found yesterday 

afternoon in Lake Camelot in 

Adams County Town of 

Rome.  25-year old Paul 

Anderson went into the 

water Saturday afternoon 

around 2:00, to swim out to a 

pontoon boat but never 

made it.  A DNR crew found 

the body. 

The man shot and killed by 

New London police last 

Friday morning pointed a 

realistic-looking toy gun at 



them according to the 

Department of Justice 

investigation.  31-year old 

Kole Knight was reportedly 

suicidal and knew if he drew 

a weapon, police would 

respond.   

Meanwhile, the DOJ is 

seeking anonymous tips 

related to the officer-

involved shooting death of a 

23-year-old man in 

Milwaukee's Sherman Park 

neighborhood.  There’s  a 

new page on its website for 

people to submit information 

and using the form "will not 

send the police or initiate a 

radio call."  Sylville Smith was 

killed August 13th when 

police say he tried to run 

from a traffic stop and 

turned toward officers with a 

gun in his hand. 

The Wisconsin Public Service 

Commission reports the 

state’s high electric rates 

could force manufacturers to 

move.  Rates are the highest 



among eight Midwest states 

for the first time in a decade 

and comments submitted to 

the commission say industry is 

finding it hard to compete. 

Nearly 1300 anglers from 13 

states broke the participation 

record for the 31st annual 

National Championship 

Musky Open in Eagle River.  

185 fish were caught and 

released.  Hunter Mathison of 

Eagle River took top honors 

catching five muskie for a 

total of 191.5 inches.   
 

 
Health care premiums could 
raise next year for people on 
Obamacare News 8/22/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The 239-thousand 

Wisconsinites who get their 

health insurance from 

Obamacare may see some 

big increases in their 

premiums next year.  Some 

of the largest national 

insurance companies have 

pulled out of the Affordable 

Care Act -- and Wisconsin 

insurers told the federal 

government they expect to 

raise premiums anywhere 

from five-to-38 percent, with 



the larger hikes expected for 

those who don't get federal 

subsidies.  Experts say there 

are several reasons for the 

higher premiums -- only half 

as many Americans as 

expected have Obamacare 

coverage and sick people 

make up a larger 

percentage of the clients.  

That's apparently because 

many young and healthy 

adults refuse to enter 

Obamacare, opting instead 

to pay the fines for not 

having their required 

insurance. 

 Newly retired State Supreme 

Court Justice David Prosser 

says he's "quite 

uncomfortable" with the big 

money and negative sniping 

in elections for the state's 

highest court.  Prosser said 

the Supreme Court should 

have justices who are 

"impartial and not totally 

predictable" -- but in the 

1990s, people wanted "utter 



predictability" from the court, 

and they started donating to 

candidates based on how 

they knew they were going 

to vote.  Prosser called that a 

"mistake," and he's not 

certain how it should be 

changed.   

The 2nd annual ATV/UTV 

Championship derby 

wrapped up its weekend run 

with the finals yesterday and 

Noah Mikelson of Whitehall, 

WI captured the ATV title 

while Green Bay’s Zach 

Szymik took the UTV side by 

side honors.  Saturday’s rain 

postponed races several 

hours before resuming 

around 5:00.  
 

 
Hwy 29 near Wausau closed 
for a bit this morning due to 
accident News 8/23/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin was among 13 

states suing over the Obama 

administration policy 

allowing transgender public 

school students to use the 

restrooms of their current 

gender identities.  A federal 

judge blocked the move 



yesterday.  Attorney General 

Brad Schimel said a federal 

court again rejected the 

President’s efforts to "rewrite 

federal law without 

congressional approval." 

Hwy 29 east of Wausau was 

closed for a short time early 

this morning for an accident.  

Police report a car was 

slowing for a deer crossing 

the road when it was hit from 

behind by a truck, which 

rolled off the pavement.  

One person was hurt.  The 

crash occurred near 72nd 

Avenue just before 1:00. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department is investigating 

the theft of several 

campaign signs along Hwy 8.  

Stealing or defacing the signs 

is a crime and the 

department reminds people 

to respect the rights of 

others.  People placing signs 

are also reminded signs 

cannot be placed on public 



property or highway rights of 

way. 

School buses are also 

headed to the roadways 

and law enforcement 

advises people of new 

regulations.  Bus drivers will 

now activate their amber 

lights to alert drivers before 

turning on the flashing red 

lights to board or release 

students.  The new rule went 

into effect a week ago 

today.   

Expect delays south of 

Rhinelander beginning 

Thursday as the Department 

of Transportation begins work 

on several intersections on 

Hwy 8.  The pavement and 

traffic signals at the corners 

of Hwys 17 and G will both 

be improved during the 

$424,000 project and drivers 

can expect lane closures into 

early October.   

 

 
Wis. Minimum markup law is News 8/23/16 12n,5p 1:30 Wisconsin's minimum markup 



being challenged in court law is being challenged 

again in court. The 

conservative Wisconsin 

Institute for Law and Liberty 

filed suit yesterday in Vilas 

County.  The 1939 law was 

designed to protect mom 

and pop stores from being 

priced out of business by 

large firms that can afford to 

undercut smaller ones.  There 

have been several efforts to 

get rid of the markup law in 

recent years from those who 

say Wisconsin shoppers miss 

out on bargains offered in 

other states -- and in 2009, 

Milwaukee Federal Judge 

Rudolph Randa struck down 

the law by saying it violates 

antitrust policies, although 

another court reinstated the 

law the following year. 

Expanded early voting will still 

be allowed in Wisconsin this 

fall, under a ruling yesterday 

from a three judge federal 

appellate panel in Chicago.  

The panel rejected the 



state's request to put the 

expansion of early voting on 

hold, while the appeals court 

considers bringing back limits 

to absentee voting 

approved by the G-O-P in 

2011. 

There are strong reactions to 

the announcement Planned 

Parenthood will close its 

abortion clinic near 

Appleton, leaving no place 

north of Milwaukee and 

Madison where the 

procedure will be performed.  

Opponents blame intense 

political rhetoric, recent G-O-

P restrictions on abortion and 

the repeal of a state 

requirement that public 

schools have sex education. 

Planned Parenthood says the 

Appleton closure has more 

to do with the "changing of 

hearts and minds" about 

getting abortions -- and 

politics had little to do with it. 
 

 
Former Printpak building 
may have new tenants News 8/24/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The former PrintPack building 

on Kemp Street in 



Rhinelander may have a 

new tenant if the city’s 

development plan goes 

through.  Along with Oneida 

County, the city would 

borrow $15-million from the 

state for the Northeast 

Wisconsin Development 

Corporation to assist 

Rhinelander Coated 

Products in taking over the 

property.  The company is 

the silicone coating arm of 

Wausau Paper.  A 

spokesperson said a major 

growth opportunity exists at 

this time and they wish to 

expand to Rhinelander.   

 

The Marathon County Board 

approved a $25 wheel tax 

yesterday.  The charge 

would be added to vehicle 

registration fees to help pay 

for road maintenance.  

Meanwhile the Wausau City 

Council is going to let voters 

decide on the charge with a 

referendum in November.  



The county tax will take 

effect next year.   

 

Governor Scott Walker was in 

Wausau yesterday to 

address how he’s working to 

make college more 

affordable.  Speaking at 

NorthCentral Technical 

College he detailed plans for 

creating a student loan 

specialist position in the 

administration.  He also 

touched on the UW tuition 

freeze,  a scholarship 

program for high schoolers in 

technical education courses 

and increasing grants for 

tech and independent 

colleges.  State 

Representative Katrina 

Shankland, a Stevens Point 

Democrat said with 

Republicans controlling 

Madison little has been done 

for education, specifically 

citing Walker’s opposition to 

a student loan refinancing 

plan.  The Republican Walker 



said Democrats were 

responsible for tuition 

increases before the freeze 

and that taxpayers shouldn’t 

be responsible for help pay 

student loans. 

 

In sports, the Brewers won 

three in a row, dropping 

Colorado 6-4 last night at 

home.   
 

 
Southwestern Wis. Dealing 
with heavy rains  News 8/24/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Southwest Wisconsin is 

dealing with the types of 

heavy rains and floods that 

hit western and far northern 

areas recently.  Steuben in 

Crawford County had five 

point six inches of rain last 

night and early this morning 

and other parts of the region 

had two to four inches. Much 

of the rain has cleared out, 

but rivers and other flood 

waters were still on the rise.  

 A 16-year-old Wausau boy 

convicted as an adult in the 

murder of another teen is 

having his sentencing 

delayed a second time.  



Dylan Yang was supposed to 

sentenced early next month -

- but his lawyer says he needs 

more time to prepare due to 

"unforeseen circumstances," 

so the sentencing was 

pushed back to October 

19th.  A jury convicted Yang 

of reckless homicide in the 

stabbing death of 13-year-

old Isaiah Powell last 

February after a 

confrontation online that 

involved two groups of teen 

boys.   

Wisconsin's attorney general 

will not try to prevent an 

earlier start to the absentee 

voting for November's 

presidential election.  Brad 

Schimel's office says it did not 

have many options, after a 

three judge federal 

appellate panel refused this 

week to block a judge's 

ruling granting more early 

voting.  The state could have 

asked the U-S Supreme Court 

to restore the Republicans' 



two week limit on early 

absentee voting with other 

restrictions -- but that won't 

happen, so Wisconsin 

communities can start setting 

times and places for their 

absentee voting.  Federal 

Judge James Peterson threw 

out the G-O-P's restrictions as 

part of a lawsuit challenging 

a number of voting laws. 

 

 
Vilas Co. man arrested in 
shooting incident  News 8/25/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 48-year old Vilas County 

man was arrested last night 

and faces criminal charges 

after a shooting incident.  

Deputies were notified the 

man threatened to harm 

himself, armed with a 

handgun and two 

magazines.  When they 

arrived at the home 

between Eagle River and 

Phelps they heard shots with 

some going over their heads.  

The suspect left the 

residence and fled into the 

woods.  People in the home 

and several surrounding 



homes were evacuated.  The 

man threatened to shoot 

officers if he saw any.  Using 

a drone, he was found a 

short time later  intoxicated 

and passed out near Spirit 

Lake.  No one was hurt and 

no other information is 

available.   

 

The DNR is looking for help 

with several deer illegally 

shot Tuesday.  Conservation 

Warden Tim Ebert was 

notified of two bucks and 

fawn killed along Hwy 47 

between Walter Drive and 

Forest Trail in the Town of 

Woodruff.  They were 

probably killed between 4 & 

5:30 that morning.  Deer 

season isn’t open and it’s 

illegal to shoot from the road 

in Wisconsin.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact the DNR either by 

phone or online. 

 

Nearly 3,000 people in parts 



of Lincoln and Marathon 

counties were without power 

early this morning.  Wisconsin 

Public Service crews repaired 

the outage that lasted about 

two hours.  The first report 

came in just before two.  No 

cause has been determined.   

 

Merrill’s new, multi-million 

dollar stadium makes its 

debut tomorrow.  The 

remodeled Jays Stadium 

boasts new turf, scoreboard 

and soon new fencing and 

ticket booths.  The facility is 

used for both football and 

soccer.   
 

 
Overnight fire in northeast 
Wis. Landmark News 8/25/16 12n,5p 1:30 

An overnight fire was 

contained early this morning 

at a 121-year-old landmark in 

northeast Wisconsin.  The 

Caldwell Cafe in downtown 

Oconto Falls was damaged, 

along with several 

apartments on the second 

floor of a building 

constructed in 1895 as a 

hotel.  One person was hurt 



and about 10 were 

displaced.  The Red Cross 

has been called to help 

them. 

 A judge entered not guilty 

pleas for a 75-year-old 

Wabeno man accused of 

dragging his dog with his car.  

James Merschdorf stood 

mute during his court 

appearance yesterday on 

Forest County misdemeanor 

charges of animal 

mistreatment and leading an 

animal with a car.  He's due 

back in court September 

28th for pretrial matters.  

According to prosecutors, 

Merschdorf claimed he didn't 

know he was dragging his six-

year-old beagle Josephine 

until he stopped at a gas 

station on June 29th.  

Officials say the dog was tied 

to a mirror on the car's 

passenger side and a 

veterinarian said the pet had 

"major road rash" on the right 

half of her body. 



An astronaut from northwest 

Wisconsin sets a new U-S 

record for the most time 

spent in space. J effrey 

Williams of Winter logged his 

520th career day in orbit 

yesterday, breaking the old 

mark set by Scott Kelly.  

Williams and two Russian 

cosmonauts have been 

orbiting the earth since mid 

March in the International 

Space Station, conducting 

numerous experiments in a 

weightless environment. 

They're due to return 

September fifth, when the 58-

year-old Williams will have 

logged 534 total days -- 

mostly in four long journeys 

on the International Space 

Station.  
 

 
Oldenburg sells off some 
properties News 8/26/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Milwaukee-based 

Oldenburg Group, which 

operates a plant in 

Rhinelander has sold off its 

mining equipment and 

defense businesses.  J.F. 

Lehman & Co, a private 



investment firm will not close 

any of the operations which 

also include plants in 

Ironwood and Kingsford in 

upper Michigan.  CEO 

Wayne Oldenburg said there 

will be no changes made as 

part of the deal.  Lehman 

typically invests in the 

aerospace, defense and 

maritime industries.  

Financials were not 

disclosed.  The Rhinelander 

plant employs about 250 

people.   

 

Formal charges are pending 

against 48-year old Mark 

Mayo of Eagle River after an 

armed standoff earlier this 

week.  The Vilas County 

Sheriff’s office reports Mayo is 

in jail awaiting his first court 

appearance and was drunk 

when we fired his handgun, 

threatened officers and 

saying he was going to shoot 

himself in the altercation 

Wednesday.  He was later 



found in the woods near 

Spirit Lake, passed out.   

 

The corporate operations of 

Aspirus Hospitals in Wausau is 

moving.  In a joint news 

release yesterday the health 

care provider and Liberty 

Mutual Insurance 

announced Aspirus will buy 

40-acres of land from the 

insurance company and 

acquire all four of its buildings 

across the street from the 

hospital.  Liberty Mutual will 

stay in two of them while 

Aspirus will renovate the 

other two for their offices 

which will open more room 

for patients at the hospital.   

 

And in sports, the Badgers 

named senior Bart Houston 

as their starting quarterback 

for the season and Aaron 

Rodgers will start as the 

Packers take on San 

Francisco tonight. 
 

 News 8/26/16 12n,5p 1:30 A new report finds many of 



Smaller Wis. Towns still 
feeling the pinch of the 
recession  

Wisconsin's small towns still 

feel the effects of the Great 

Recession.  With an older 

population and more people 

moving to bigger cities, the 

state Taxpayers Alliance says 

half the places with fewer 

than one-thousand residents 

have yet to see any major 

job growth or new 

construction since the 

recession.  The report shows 

local governments have had 

a nearly 13-percent cut in 

state funds in the four years 

ending in 2014, while total 

revenues grew by just two-

percent not accounting for 

inflation.  The tax alliance 

says cities have maintained 

their police and fire response 

times despite the funding 

cuts -- and while local debt 

has grown and things like 

snow plowing are slower, 

residents are still generally 

satisfied with their local 

services.  The report was 

prepared for the League of 



Wisconsin Municipalities, 

whose director Jerry 

Deschane also sounded an 

alarm for civic engagement 

as fewer people run for local 

offices. 

The state Elections 

Commission is scheduled to 

act Tuesday on a plan to tell 

up to one-and-one-half-

million unregistered voters 

how to sign up in time for the 

November presidential 

contest.  Postcards will be 

sent by late September to 

Wisconsin adults who are not 

registered to vote -- and give 

them information how to do 

it.  It's part of a state law 

passed earlier this year in 

which Wisconsin joined a 

multi state effort to identify 

people who are eligible to 

vote but have not registered.  

The Electronic Registration 

Information Center requires 

states to conduct the 

outreach every two years 

before October. 
 



 
85 year old woman free on 
signature bond in death of 
hiway worker  News 8/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

An 85-year-old Antigo woman is 

free on a signature bond, after 

being charged in the death of a 

highway worker in north central 

Wisconsin. Mary Robinson faces 

one felony count of homicide by 

negligent driving in the death of 

50-year-old Marcus Wydeven (wy' 

dev en). She's due back in court 

September 15th to determine how 

and when the case will proceed. 

Officials say Wydeven was 

directing traffic through a 

construction zone on Highway 17 

near Merrill when he was struck 

and killed in July of last year. 

 

The refusal by the 7th U-S Circuit 

Court of Appeals to reconsider two 

rulings on Wisconsin's voter I-D 

law means it's likely no changes 

will be made before the election in 

November.  The federal appeals 

court decided unanimously Friday 

not to have the full panel of judges 

hear the appeals.  The only way 

any changes will be made to the 

Wisconsin law is if the U-S 

Supreme Court agrees to 

intervene.  The way it stands now, 

Wisconsin voters will have to show 



an acceptable I-D to cast a ballot. 

 

A New Jersey woman has sued the 

Milwaukee Brewers, claiming she 

might suffer permanent eye injuries 

after being hit by a foul ball at 

batting practice. Dana Morelli says 

and her lawyer Michael Sperling 

accuse the Brewers of violating 

Wisconsin's "safe place law" that 

requires property owners to do 

what's reasonably necessary to 

protect visitors and employees. 

Major League teams extended their 

protective netting this year after a 

number of fan injuries at 

Milwaukee and other parks . But 

Sperling says the warnings are not 

enough to meet Wisconsin law, and 

baseball should do more to protect 

fans at batting practice when 

players hit from cages and fans 

think they're safer.  
 

 
Man still in jail in Milwaukee 
waiting trial  News 8/29/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A man accused of plotting a terrorist 

attack at Milwaukee's downtown 

Masonic center is still in jail while his 

case keeps stalling. Twenty-four-year-old 

Samy Hamzeh is charged with five 

counts of possessing machine guns and a 

silencer he allegedly bought from 

undercover F-B-I agents. The charges 

were filed in January, but the case has 



gone nowhere as the defense receives 

and translates numerous government 

recordings made in Arabic. Lawyer Craig 

Albee will get eight more weeks to 

prepare various pretrial requests 

including one to release Hamzeh on 

bond, and the next hearing is set for 

October 28th. His case does not include 

terrorism charges, but prosecutors say 

Hamzeh tried protecting Islam by hoping 

to kill 30 Masonic members. 

 

The Republican lawmaker who 

represents the state Veterans' Home at 

King in Waupaca County joins 

Democrats who want a state audit of the 

facility. Luther Olsen says he also wants 

to know if another agency should take 

over the home from state Veterans' 

Affairs department -- and that's after the 

Madison Capital Times said employees 

and residents were among those who say 

staffing shortages and cost cutting have 

hurt some of the home's most vulnerable 

veterans. The Walker administration and 

the vets' agency deny it, pointing to high 

federal rankings for being a model for 

top quality care. Olsen wants to know if 

enough is invested at King to maintain a 

high caliber of care. 

 

About one of every seven state 

government employees received a merit 

pay increase or catch up payment during 

the fiscal year ending in July. The 

Wisconsin State Journal says the 

payments went to 46-hundred agency 



workers, or about 15-percent of 

that workforce. The payments totaled 

nine-point-seven million dollars. That's 

about two point five times what was paid 

out the previous year, when a number of 

payments were held up due to budget 

issues. Most of this year's payments went 

to workers in the departments of Natural 

Resources, Corrections, and 

Transportation. 
 

 
Gov. Walker issues state of 
emergency to help with state 
flood victims News 8/30/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker's office has 

issued a state of emergency to help 

residents and local governments 

recover from floods August tenth 

and eleventh. The order applies to 

Buffalo, Trempealeau, and Eau 

Claire counties in western 

Wisconsin. Five to eight inches of 

rain fell during the two day period, 

and a number of state highways 

closed by the flooding have since 

reopened -- and Walker has asked 

the Federal Highway 

Administration to help fund road 

repair costs of around one-point-

eight million dollars. Yesterday 

order does not apply to a second, 

smaller round of heavy rains 

August 19th that flooded some of 

the same homes as on the tenth and 

eleventh. 



  

A trial date of November ninth is 

set for a Sheboygan Falls mother 

who reportedly claimed that 

"voices" caused her to kill her two-

year-old son. Twenty-seven-year-

old Katlyn Kinateder pleaded 

insanity yesterday to first degree 

intentional homicide, and hiding a 

child's corpse. The Sheboygan 

County District says Kinateder will 

have one or more psychiatric 

exams. The defense wants to either 

move the trial, or bring in an 

outside jury due to heavy media 

coverage of the case -- and the 

court scheduled a hearing for 

October 24th to give Kinateder a 

chance to change her plea.  

 

University of Wisconsin officials 

aren't happy that the flagship 

Madison campus is ranked first on 

a list of the nation's top party 

schools. The ranking released 

today (Monday) comes from the 

Princeton Review, a New York-

based tutoring and test prep 

company that surveys thousands of 

students and rates colleges in a 



number of categories each year. A 

statement from the school made no 

mention of the ranking, instead 

calling alcohol use on campus a 

"pressing public health concern" 

that hurts academic achievement 

and makes schools less safe. They 

noted that incoming students go 

through mandatory programs 

educating them about the dangers 

of alcohol. 
 

 
Wrongful death suit filed in 
case of military man  News 8/30/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A wrongful death suit has been filed by 

the family of Jason Sim ca kos ki, the 

Marine whose death sparked the 

controversy about the prescibing of pain 

medications at the Tomah V-A Medical 

Center. The lawsuit says the Veterans 

Administration accepted responsibility 

for "action or inaction" that led to the 

death of the 35-year-old Stevens Point 

Marine -- but the family says the V-A 

has "failed to follow its words with 

deeds," and it seeks unspecified 

damages. The suit was filed in federal 

court in Madison. The V-A facility later 

responded by reassigning its medical 

director, firing its chief of staff for 

prescribing excessive pain medications, 

and creating a multi-step improvement 

plan at Tomah. 

 

Democratic U-S Senate candidate Russ 

Feingold says his party's nominee for 

president is "reliable and trustworthy." 



But after a campaign appearance in 

Madison, Feingold reaffirmed that 

Hillary Clinton should think about 

shutting down the controversial Clinton 

Foundation if she wins. It's an issue in 

her campaign, amid reports that 

numerous people who met with Hillary 

Clinton when she was secretary of state 

gave money to the foundation. Feingold 

is in his own campaign against Senate 

Republican Ron Johnson -- and the 

Democrat leads Johnson by eleven points 

among likely voters in the latest 

Marquette poll with a new one coming 

out tomorrow. 

 

Wisconsin native Gene Wilder is being 

remembered as one of the most 

accomplished actors to come from the 

Badger State. His nephew says the 83-

year-old Wilder died late Sunday at his 

home in Stamford, Connecticut from the 

Alzheimer's disease. He was born in 

Milwaukee as Jerome Silberman in 1933 

and graduated from the city's 

Washington High. Wilder performed on 

Broadway before his first movie role as a 

hostage in "Bonnie and Clyde" in 1967. 

Wilder also starred as a nervous 

accountant in "The Producers," the candy 

man in "Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 

Factory," and an obsessed scientist in 

"Young Frankenstein."  Wilder returned 

to Milwaukee back in 1991 to be 

inducted into the Wisconsin Performing 

Arts Hall of Fame. 
 



 
Questions circulating around 
firing of Rhinelander City 
Administrator News 8/31/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Questions are still circling 

around the Rhinelander City 

Council’s terminating 

Administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner Monday 

night.  No reason was given, 

just that she was given a 

directive to move the city in 

a different direction and that 

wasn’t achieved.  

Aschenbrenner said she was 

blindsided by the move.  The 

action comes just a few days 

short of a year on the job.   

The search for a man missing 

in the Wisconsin River in 

southern Marathon County 

resumes this morning.  The 61-

year old was reported 

missing about 7:30 last night, 

last seen trying to move his 

pontoon boat off a sand bar 

in the area of Bean's Eddie 

Landing off Range Line Road 

in Mosinee. 

Schools are opening 

tomorrow and with that 

comes the need for drivers to 

be aware.  Lincoln County 



Sheriff Jeff Jaeger reminds 

motorists to slow down, 

watch for kids and school 

buses and obey the school 

speed limit zones.   

The final report of the 

Speaker’s Task Force on 

Youth Workforce Readiness 

was released yesterday.  It 

includes recommendations 

for the state assembly to help 

encourage Wisconsin youth 

to enter careers in the trades, 

manufacturing industry and 

technical fields.  Task force 

member, Representative Rob 

Swearingen said the state 

needs to expose more 

students to the options 

available through technical 

colleges and to keep them 

not only in the state but local 

communities.   Among other 

recommendations the 

Rhinelander Republican said 

the report details the need to 

modify the school report 

cards to value technical 

education, encourage high 



school entrepreneurship 

programs and provide one-

time exemptions to levy limits 

for equipment purchases for 

technical education 

programs. 
 

 
Questions surrounding the 
firing of a city administrator News 8/31/16 12n,5p 1:30 

While Rhinelander’s city 

council is being tight lipped 

about the firing of 

administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner this week, 

we’ve learned there were 

several issues concerning 

alderpersons that led to her 

termination Monday night.  

One of the biggest was 

allegedly ignoring the task of 

taking the city in a different 

direction.  Aschebrenner says 

she did nothing wrong and 

was blindsided by the 

decision, being only days 

short of having the position 

for a year.  This is also part of 

what could be a bigger 

problem within city hall as 

they now grapple with 

finding a replacement, the 

budget, union negotiations, 



the downtown streetscape 

project and the controversy 

about the use of Pioneer 

Park.   

The Marathon County 

Sheriff’s department 

reported this morning 

they’ve recovered the body 

of that 61-year old man 

reported missing on the 

Wisconsin River near Mosinee 

yesterday.  He was 

apparently trying to push his 

pontoon boat off a sandbar 

when he went under.  No 

other information is available. 

The troubled Wausau Center 

Mall now has new guidance 

with Mid-American Asset 

Management taking over 

from CBL Associates who 

essentially walked away from 

the job earlier this year, 

deeply in debt.  Officials 

expect more aggressive 

marketing and a push to find 

new tenants.  And yesterday 

the city may buy the Sears 

store for future development.  



Younkers is the only anchor 

store in the Mall that now has 

about 50 stores, kiosks and 

restaurants.  JC Penney 

pulled out about two years 

ago with no replacement.  

As this happens Taco John’s 

recently closed and 

Packerland Plus is pulling out 

by the end of September.    
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Harley Davidson to lay off 
workers at Tomahawk plant News 9/1/16 6a,7a,8a  1:30 

A nationwide layoff of 

workers at Harley Davidson 

has affected the plant in 

Tomahawk.  39 union 

employees will lose their 

jobs in a move that 

surprised local officials and 

comes as the city prepares 

for the annual fall ride 

which draws thousands to 

the area.  The layoffs begin 



in October.  The company 

cited changes in the 

industry and market in 

making the decision.  The 

Tomahawk plant produces 

windshields, composite and 

plastic parts for the bikes.   

The Emerald ash borer has 

been found in Sawyer 

County, the second most 

northern location in the 

state.  As a result a 

quarantine is in place, 

prohibiting ash wood 

products and firewood from 

leaving the county until 

further notice.   

Meanwhile a two month 

old unvaccinated filly in 

Forest County is the first 

Wisconsin horse infected 

with Eastern Equine 

Encephalitis this year.  The 

animal was euthanized last 

week.  The disease is 

caused by a virus 

transmitted by mosquitos 

and can be contagious to 

humans.  It is fatal to horses 



in 90% of the cases.  The last 

major outbreak of the 

disease was 2011 when 

more than 30 cases were 

reported across north 

central Wisconsin.   

No word yet on what 

caused a fire at Jammers 

sporting goods store in 

Antigo yesterday morning.  

Minor damage was 

reported and no one was 

hurt.   

The two biggest races in the 

state are tightening up 

according to the latest 

Marquette University Law 

School Poll.  Democrat Russ 

Feingold’s lead over 

incumbent Republican 

Senator Ron Johnson is 

down to three points while 

Hillary Clinton’s lead over 

Donald Trump is down to 

five.   
 

  
State voters think illegal 
immigrants should stay in 
the state and get legalized News 9/1/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 A new poll shows almost 

two thirds of Wisconsin's 

registered voters want 

illegal immigrants to stay 



and get a path to 

citizenship.  Sixty-two 

percent in the Marquette 

Law School poll favor letting 

undocumented immigrants 

who are now in the U-S 

eventually become citizens.  

Nineteen percent of 

respondents say they 

should only be temporary 

guest workers and 15-

percent want them 

deported.   In a major 

immigration speech in 

Phoenix yesterday, 

presidential candidate 

Donald Trump said he 

would appoint a task force 

to deport what he calls the 

"most dangerous, criminal, 

illegal immigrants in 

America." 

The man who drowned in 

central Wisconsin Tuesday 

night has been identified as 

60-year-old James Bohn of 

Mosinee.  A man who tried 

saving Bohn says the victim 

and his wife were on a 



pontoon boat trip when the 

craft got stuck in a sandbar 

on the Wisconsin River near 

Mosinee.  Marathon County 

sheriff's deputies say Bohn 

fell underwater while trying 

to push the boat off the 

sandbar.  

The world's largest round 

barn begins its second 

century at the Central 

Wisconsin State Fair in 

Marshfield.  It was 

rededicated in a 100th 

anniversary ceremony as 

the fair opened yesterday. 

The round barn was built for 

17-thousand dollars, is 70 

feet tall and 150 feet in 

diameter.  State Assembly 

Republican Bob Kulp called 

the rededication a 

"celebration of ordinary 

people who did 

extraordinary things."  

During the fair, the round 

barn is a home base for 

Wood County Four "H" 

youngsters as they have 



their cows judged. It has 

also hosted dances, forums, 

religious services, and more. 
 

  
Stabbing in Forest Co.   News 9/2/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 One person is in custody 

and another in the hospital 

following a stabbing in 

Forest County.  The incident 

was reported about 10 

yesterday morning in Laona 

where the victim was found 

with stab wounds in the arm 

and chest.  Other suspects 

are being sought and 

anyone with information is 

asked to contact the Forest 

County Sheriff’s 

Department.   
 

Three people, including an 

infant were severely hurt in 

a crash north of Marshfield 

yesterday morning.  The 

accident on Hwy 97 near 

Staadt Avenue in the town 

of McMillan closed the 

highway for several hours.  

A logging truck and SUV 

collided, sending debris 

onto two other passing 



vehicles.  No word on the 

condition of the victims.   

 

School referendums are 

finding their way to voters in 

November.  The Marshfield 

district seeks a four year, 

$12-million boost to 

continue a previously 

approved increase that’s 

expiring.  Administrators say 

the funds impact all facets 

of the district.  In Elcho, 

taxpayers will see an $18-

million request to update 

aging buildings.   

 

Libertarian presidential 

candidate Gary Johnson 

made his first stop in 

Wisconsin last night.  

Speaking to supporters in 

Milwaukee, Johnson laid 

out his vision for an 

economy driven by choice 

and proposed a shake-up 

for federal tax policy. 

 

Rhinelander is hosting a 



community input event next 

week to develop a master 

plan for using city parks.  

Because a recent survey 

lacked response this forum 

will allow direct discussion 

of ideas and address 

challenges regarding the 

park system.  The meeting is 

at the Quality Inn with both 

a morning and afternoon 

session.  More information is 

available at the city clerk’s 

office.   
 

  
A State resident may have 
the west nile virus News 9/2/16 6a,7a,8a  1:30 

 A second person is 

hospitalized in Wisconsin 

with a possible infection 

from the West Nile virus.  

State officials say a 

probable case turned up in 

Saint Croix County in the 

Hudson area, after the 

year's first case was 

confirmed in Sawyer 

County in August.  West Nile 

is transmitted by mosquitoes 

and only one of every five 

people notice symptoms. 

Last year, Wisconsin had 



seven human cases 

including one death -- and 

47 birds and one horse died 

from the virus.  This year, 17 

birds and two horses died 

from West Nile and local 

health agencies reported 

three deaths of crows this 

week in Washburn and 

Brown counties. 

 U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

agrees with fellow 

Republican Donald Trump's 

stances on immigration, but 

not his proposed 17-

hundred mile wall along the 

Mexican border.  The 

Republican Johnson, who 

chairs the Senate's 

Homeland Security 

committee, says there 

needs to be "better 

fencing" in certain places 

and more technology to 

stop illegal border crossings.  

Johnson, who's in tight 

reelection battle with 

Democrat Russ Feingold, 

also says there probably 



needs to be more "boots on 

the ground."  Johnson's 

comments came after he 

led a roundtable discussion 

in Milwaukee on opioids. 

Libertarian presidential 

candidate Gary Johnson 

told a Wisconsin crowd this 

is the "craziest election 

ever," because he expects 

to win it.  But the former 

New Mexico governor told 

supporters in Milwaukee last 

night he'll need to become 

a part of the televised 

debates with Republican 

Donald Trump and 

Democrat Hillary Clinton.  

Johnson now has about 

half the threshold of support 

needed to be invited.  
 

 A plane crash in Forest Co.  
 News 9/5/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Forest County officials 

reported a plane crashed 

while trying to land on Lake 

Metonga late Friday 

afternoon.  When rescuers 

arrived they found the 

plane upside down in the 

water and the 64-year old 



pilot and his 16-year old 

passenger were assisted by 

boaters in the area.  Both 

were not hurt.   

Two 23-year old Merrill men 

were hurt when their ATVs 

collided over the weekend.  

Lincoln County authorities 

reported the crash just after 

5 Saturday on county roads 

MM and E in the Town of 

Harding.  A group was 

traveling together when 

one machine struck the 

back of another, throwing 

both drivers off.  Neither 

were wearing helmets.  

One refused medical 

treatment while the other 

was taken to Ministry Good 

Samaritan Health Center 

with non-life threatening 

injuries.  Both inattentive 

operation and alcohol 

were factors in the crash.   

Danny’s Roadhouse Saloon 

& Grill in Sayner was 

destroyed by fire early 

Saturday.  Several 



departments responded to 

the call shortly before 1am.  

The business was closed 

and no one was injured.  

The cause remains 

unknown.   

A 31-year old Kronenwetter 

man is in jail following a 

shooting incident early 

yesterday morning.  A 911 

call reported a disturbance 

at a cabin off Town Hall 

road in Gleason shortly after 

one with shots being fired.  

When Lincoln county 

deputies arrived, 

bystanders had detained 

the man.  Witnesses said he 

was asked to leave after an 

argument but returned with 

a firearm.  He now faces a 

felony count of recklessly 

endangering safety and 

use of a weapon while 

intoxicated.  No one was 

hurt and the suspect is in 

court tomorrow. 
 

  
Car crash near Mercer kills 
woman  News 9/6/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A one car crash near 

Mercer yesterday morning 



killed a 67-year old Illinois 

woman.    The State Patrol 

reports the vehicle left Hwy 

51 just north of Mercer, 

went into the gravel and 

rolled.  A 32-year old man 

was injured and taken to 

the hospital in Ironwood.  

No other information is 

available.   

 

A report of shots being fired 

at a home in Nokomis 

yesterday morning was 

false.  The initial call came 

to the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Department 

around 7, but was referred 

to Oneida County who 

dispatched their special 

response team.  Nothing 

was going on at the home 

on Hwy. L as officers from 

several other departments 

arrived.  That investigation 

continues.   

 

The search for a missing 

Wausau man resumes 



today.  City police said 

Brian Rossell was last seen 

near the downtown area 

around 8:30 Sunday night.  

His service dog was found in 

his apartment, who then 

led Rossell’s girlfriend to the 

Wisconsin River, giving 

authorities a clue and 

putting divers in the water.  

Surveillance video of 

downtown is also being 

reviewed.  Foul play is not 

suspected.   

 

Almost 31-percent of 

Wisconsin adults are 

considered obese, 

according to a new report 

from the Trust for America's 

Health and the Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation.  

The state had the 19th 

highest rate in the country.  

The report shows adult 

obesity rates are above 30 

percent in 25 states and are 

above 20 percent in all 

states. Louisiana has the 



highest adult obesity rate at 

36.2 percent and Colorado 

has the lowest at 20.2 

percent.  
 

  
Recession finally lifting in 
Wisconsin  News 9/6/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 "The long shadow of the 

Great Recession is finally 

lifting in Wisconsin." Those 

are the first words in a new 

report on the state's 

workforce from the U-W 

Madison Center on 

Wisconsin Strategy. The 

liberal think tank says the 

state's recovery remains 

"comparatively 

unimpressive" -- but job 

opportunities are more 

consistent than any time in 

the last decade. The report 

confirms a record number 

of people working -- which 

Republicans which touted 

for months -- however, the 

U-W says the number of 

working age Wisconsinites 

has grown faster than the 

number of jobs created, 

and the state needs an 

extra 75-thousand-600 jobs 



to get back to the "level of 

opportunity" the state had 

in late 2007. Also, Wisconsin 

has the third largest racial 

employment disparity, with 

a 12-percent jobless rate for 

African Americans. 

For years, both players and 

fans of the Green Bay 

Packers have seen a 

encouraging slogan on a 

long yellow fence across 

from Lambeau Field on 

Lombardi Avenue. On 

Labor Day, a group of fans 

painted the new salute -- 

"With Jordy, It's Better to 

Receive." It honors Packers' 

Pro Bowl receiver Jordy 

Nelson, who sat out all of 

last season after tearing an 

A-C-L knee ligament in an 

exhibition game. Nelson is 

expected to play in his first 

game since then, when 

Green Bay opens its regular 

season at Jacksonville on 

Sunday. However, it will be 

almost three weeks before 



the Lambeau Field regulars 

see the fence, since the 

home opener is not until 

September 25th against the 

Detroit Lions. 
 

  
Rhinelander alderman speak 
out on firing of city 
administrator News 9/7/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The two Rhinelander 

aldermen who voted 

against the firing of city 

administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner published 

an open letter yesterday 

about the incident.  Steve 

Sauer and Tom Gleason 

both hope the, “new 

direction” the city wants to 

move in, isn’t backwards.  

That was the reason given 

for firing Aschenbrenner, 

hired a year ago.  She was 

let go August 29th, agreeing 

to a severance package.  

Both men state they still 

don’t know why she was 

terminated, in their words, 

“since none of the 

concerns discussed at the 

closed meeting were given 

with any supporting 

evidence, proof of factual 



standing or an opportunity 

for explanation.  

Aschenbrenner is now 

weighing options for legal 

action, beginning with how 

the city’s meeting was 

noticed and not going 

through a performance 

review prior to her release.  

Last week, alderman Alex 

Young went public saying 

previous meetings with her 

discussed general 

performance reviews and 

need for improvement.  

Far Northern Wisconsin got 

the heaviest of the storms 

that moved across the state 

yesterday, dumping more 

than three inches of rain in 

many locations.  And just 

after 6:30 yesterday 

morning a Minocqua man 

was struck by lightning.  

Minocqua and Woodruff 

police responded to a 

home on Tanglewood 

Court where a 66-year old 

man was struck.  He was 



taken to Howard Young 

Medical Center and his 

condition is still unknown this 

morning.   

A Willow region home was 

destroyed by fire yesterday 

morning.  The building was 

ablaze when volunteers 

arrived about 10:00 to the 

home on Forest Road near 

Swamp Lake.  No one was 

home and the exact cause 

is unknown.   
 

  
Fallout from Rhinelander 
administrator firing News 9/7/16  12p,5p 1:30 

 Three Rhinelander 

alderman have now gone 

public with comments 

surrounding the firing of city 

administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner last week.  

The latest came yesterday 

when Steve Sauer and Tom 

Gleason criticized the 

move.  Alex Young 

circulated a letter last 

week.  Now the city 

council’s officially acted 

and instituted a gag order 

for all elected officials, 

department heads, 



employees and contracted 

vendors.  The vote came 

during a special council 

meeting last night.  

Aschenbrenner was let go 

last Monday and she’s 

reportedly weighing her 

options to challenge the 

dismissal.   

It looks like Wisconsin 

shoppers will finally get a 

sales tax holiday for back to 

school shopping. G-O-P 

lawmakers have talked 

about it in recent years -- 

but now, Governor Scott 

Walker plans to announce 

he'll put a temporary sales 

tax exemption for back to 

school items in his next state 

budget in February.  In the 

last session, Republicans 

proposed a sales tax 

holiday for students' 

clothing, computers, and 

school supplies -- and it 

would have reduced state 

tax revenues by 13-million 

dollars per year and local 



sales tax money by almost 

one-million per year. 

A new poll shows Democrat 

Hillary Clinton still has a big 

lead over Donald Trump for 

electoral votes, but 

Wisconsin is one of ten 

"tossup" states. The 

Washington Post/Survey 

Monkey poll gives Clinton a 

46-to-44-percent edge 

against the Republican 

Trump for Wisconsin's ten 

electoral votes -- and of the 

states where one 

candidate has a 

considerable lead, Clinton 

has secured 244 electoral 

votes to Trump's 126.  But 

the undecideds still 

represent a large chunk 

with 168 votes as "tossups."  
 

  
Oneida authorities 
investigating a false shots 
fired call News 9/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Investigators with the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department continue their 

investigation into a call 

Monday, falsely reporting a 

shooting at a home in 

Nokomis .  The caller is still 



unidentified and officials 

are releasing the initial call 

made to authorities in 

Lincoln County in the hope 

someone would recognize 

the voice.  A $1000 reward 

is offered for information 

leading to the arrest and 

conviction of the caller.  

That call dispatched several 

emergency response teams 

to  a home on Hwy L, 

Monday morning. 

On Wednesday, a 

Tomahawk man 

accidentally shot himself.  

25-year old Timothy 

Evenson was hit in the hand 

while a 46-year old woman 

sustained injuries to her leg 

from fragments during the 

shooting.  Both were 

hospitalized.  Evenson is 

charged with intoxicated 

use of a firearm and 

endangering safety with 

the use of a dangerous 

weapon.  He’s in court for 

an adjourned initial 



appearance October 3rd. 

An update on the 

Minocqua man struck by 

lightning Tuesday morning.  

66-year old Bryan Jennings, 

a Minocqua town 

supervisor is now at the burn 

center at University of 

Wisconsin Hospital in 

Madison in critical 

condition.  He was hit about 

6:30 walking his dog outside 

his home on Tanglewood 

Court during a heavy 

thunderstorm.   

Majority Republicans in the 

state Assembly for the 

coming session will propose 

rewriting the state tax code, 

giving all incoming high 

school freshmen a laptop 

and tightening regulations 

on vacation rental 

properties.  It also calls for 

extending a UW tuition 

freeze for another two years 

and finding new funding for 

roads.  Democrats are 

skeptical saying issues 



people care about are not 

being addressed.   
 

  
Gov. Walker to look into free 
computers and tablets for 
high school freshman  News 9/8/16 12p.5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker is 

not sure yet if he'll support 

giving free computers or 

tablets to all high school 

freshmen in Wisconsin -- 

and he wants to learn more 

about it.  State Assembly 

Republicans are making the 

free computers part of 

what they call a "Forward 

Agenda" for the next two 

year session.  Speaker Robin 

Vos says students need 

Internet access to keep up."  

It would cost up to 55-

million dollars to provide 

machines for an estimated 

74-thousand freshmen in 

public, charter, and 

voucher schools -- using the 

750-dollar maximum for 

computers that Walker 

proposes in a back to 

school sales tax holiday that 

Assembly Republicans also 

favor.  The G-O-P has a 63-

36 majority in the lower 



house that it expects to 

keep after the November 

elections and Assembly 

Democratic leader Peter 

Barca says he's skeptical 

the G-O-P will keep any of 

its promises. 

Wausau’s popular 

downtown 400 block has 

been under an ordinance 

for two months banning 

open containers before 

4pm.  That’s cured many of 

the problems created by 

drinking but the mess just 

moved to a gazebo off 

Scott Street.  Police say 

they’re not aware of any 

drinking-related citations 

since the ban passed in 

July.  The ordinance expires 

next month.  

The Kickapoo River at 

Readstown, Viola, Gays 

Mills, and Soldiers Grove 

were over their banks this 

morning as minor flooding is 

expected from heavy rains, 

but moderate floods are 



forecast for Rock Springs 

where the Baraboo River 

was expected to rise to 

almost four feet above its 

banks by tomorrow night. 
 

  
Merrill high school teacher 
enters plea on sexual 
assault charge News 9/9/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Merrill High School’s former 

chorus teacher enters a no 

contest plea to sexual 

assault charges.  26-year 

old Chase Tonar was 

accused of having sex with 

a student while at the 

school and after he 

resigned last May.  He’s free 

on bond and back in court 

on the 22nd.   

 

The body of 29-year old 

Brian Rossell of Wausau was 

found yesterday in Lake 

Wausau.  He’d been 

missing since Sunday 

morning.  Divers were 

searching the water 

because his service dog led 

his girl friend to the area 

and was wimpering.  His 

body was found by 

someone bird watching 



from shore.   

 

Kinship of Tomahawk was 

awarded a $4000 grant.  

The AT&T Innovation and 

Investment award supports 

its mentoring program for 

local youth.  Tomahawk’s 

KinsKlub is an after school 

educational, mentoring 

and leadership 

development program for 

teens.   

 

Just when you thought the 

presidential election 

couldn’t get anymore 

bizarre, a North Dakota 

county issued a warrant for 

the arrest of Green Party 

presidential candidate Jill 

Stein, accused of spray-

painting construction 

equipment during a protest 

against the Dakota Access 

pipeline.  Stein was 

charged in Morton County 

with misdemeanor counts 

of criminal trespass and 



criminal mischief. 

A spokeswoman for Stein 

said activists invited her to 

leave a message at the 

protest site and Stein 

sprayed "I approve this 

message" in red paint on 

the blade of a bulldozer.  

The Standing Rock Sioux 

Tribe is trying to stop 

construction of a section of 

the pipeline that tribal 

leaders say would violate 

sacred and culturally 

sensitive grounds and 

possibly pollute water. 

 

 
State republicans ask for 
Russ Feingold emails News 9/9/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 The state Republican Party 

asked Democrat Russ 

Feingold to release emails 

and other records from 

when he was a special 

envoy in the Congo.  The 

National Republican 

Senatorial Committee filed 

a request 20 months ago 

under the Freedom of 

Information Act for items 

relating to Feingold's 



employment at the State 

Department for two years 

ending in March of 2015.  

But nothing will be released 

until after Feingold's 

November election bid 

against U-S Senate 

Republican Ron Johnson.  

In recent days, Republicans 

have accused Feingold of 

violating the Hatch Act by 

creating a foundation for 

his Senate candidacy while 

he was still a federal 

employee.  Feingold and 

his campaign have denied 

doing anything improper, 

calling the G-O-P's record 

search an unmerited "Hail 

Mary partisan attack." 

 Wisconsin Democrats say 

the state's rural schools are 

at a "breaking point" and 

Republicans have not done 

enough to address their 

problems.  At a news 

conference yesterday, 

Democratic legislative 

leaders and rural school 



advocates said some 

schools are having a hard 

time staying open due to 

funding cuts, teacher 

shortages and poverty.  

They cited a Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau report 

showing state aid to smaller 

schools has dropped by 

more than 13 percent the 

past five years.  But 

Assembly Republican Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander 

says the figure is deceiving 

because it does not include 

increases in sparsity and 

rural transportation aids.  He 

says the G-O-P is "not 

running" from the issues. 

In sports, the WI Badgers are 

three touchdown favorites 

over Akron while the 

Packers open their season 

on the road in Jacksonville. 
 

  
Rhinelander business had a 
fire over the weekend  News 9/12/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Fire Saturday afternoon 

damaged Joe’s Pasty Shop 

on Randall Avenue.  No 

one was in the building 

when firefighters got the 



call shortly before 5:00.  The 

cause of the blaze, which 

was contained to the front 

of the building, is still 

unknown. 

The Minocqua man struck 

by lightning last week has 

died.  66-year old Bryan 

Jennings, a town supervisor, 

was walking his dog during 

a violent storm last Tuesday 

morning when he was hit.  

He died at the University of 

Wisconsin Hospital burn 

center in Madison late 

Thursday.   

Investigators say two New 

London police officers 

acted appropriately last 

month when they shot and 

killed a man after he pulled 

a toy gun on them.  Police 

opened fire on 31-year-old 

Kole Knight in August after 

he pulled what appeared 

to be a weapon on officers 

who were trying to stop him 

on a sidewalk.  Officers 

Ryan Denu and Brody 



Erickson had approached 

Knight because he had 

several warrants out for his 

arrest.  Outagamie County 

District Attorney Carrie 

Schneider described the 

incident as “suicide by 

cop,” noting Knight was 

suffering from mental health 

issues and had made 

comments to friends about 

wanting to end his life. 

Several states are looking to 

control their wolf 

populations.  Advocates 

supporting wolf hunting and 

trapping seasons will meet 

in Cumberland Thursday in 

a summit to discuss whether 

Michigan, Minnesota and 

Wisconsin should resume 

control of the growing wolf 

population.  Animal 

protection groups want 

wolves protected, which 

were put on the federal 

endangered species list two 

years ago.   



 

  
Motorcycle crash near 
Tomahawk News 9/12/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 Alcohol and speed are 

believed to be contributing 

factors in a fatal 

motorcycle crash near 

Tomahawk yesterday.  The 

accident was reported just 

before 7 last night on Curve 

Inn Road east of county 

highway S.  The 61-year old 

man was not conscious but 

still alive when medical 

personnel arrived.  A 

medical transport 

helicopter was dispatched 

but the man died at the 

scene.   

The MDA Fall Ride, based in 

Tomahawk and covers 

much of northern and 

central Wisconsin takes 

place this week and the 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office reminds motorists to 

be aware of increased 

motorcycle traffic.  

Thousands of riders take 

part in events and shows 

Wednesday through 



Sunday.   

Wisconsin's job creation 

agency has a new grant 

program to boost 

entrepreneurship in small to 

medium sized places.  The 

state's Economic 

Development Corporation 

announced a pilot program 

to give grants to non-profit 

groups and communities 

that provide key resources 

for entrepreneurs -- but do 

not fit criteria for the state's 

existing efforts.  The new 

program will give grants of 

ten-thousand to 100-

thousand dollars for groups 

to give new entrepreneurs 

things like training, mentors 

and business and financial 

development services.    

The W-E-D-C is taking 

applications through 

October 31st. 

The Wisconsin football team 

moves up to ninth in the 

new college football media 

poll.  The Badgers also rose 



four spots to 12th in the 

coaches' poll, as the U-W 

improved to two and oh 

with their 54 to 10 home 

rout of Akron on Saturday.  

Wisconsin hosts Georgia 

State Saturday, before 

starting their Big Ten season 

September 24th at 

Michigan State.  
 

  
Gas leak reported in 
downtown Rhinelander News 9/13/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Two Rhinelander city 

council members last week 

went public with their 

disagreement over the 

recent firing of city 

administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner and 

included information about 

her performance review.  

While she weighs legal 

action, two other council 

members filed formal 

complaints against Tom 

Gleason and Steve Sauer.  

Council president George 

Kirby lodged ethics 

complaints while Mark 

Pelletier went to the DA 

with violations of the state’s 



open records law.  Gleason 

took issue with the fact 

there wouldn’t be an 

investigation, since that’s 

typically handled by the 

administrator.  The process 

would now move directly to 

a hearing, something he 

says violates his 

constitutional right to due 

process.  The council meets 

October 3rd to review the 

issues and decide how to 

proceed.   

WPS crews return this 

morning after a gas leak 

was reported in downtown 

Rhinelander.  Firefighters 

responded to the call 

around 10:00 last night to 

the east side of Brown 

Street near Anderson.  

Witnesses said they could 

smell and see the gas.  The 

line was shut down as crews 

work to find the cause and 

make repairs.    

Hundreds to WPS customers 

in central wisconsin woke 



up to no power early this 

morning.  A line of storms 

passed though around 3:30 

but there’s no word on 

what caused the outage.       

Wisconsin’s bear hunting 

season opens tomorrow 

and a pro-wolf group will 

be monitoring the use of 

dogs in northern parts of the 

state.  Advocates for the 

state’s wolf population 

worry the use of hounds put 

both animals at risk.  

Disrupting or harassment 

during the hunt is illegal. 
 

  
Rhinelander man in jail over 
sexual assault charge News 9/13/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 A 64-year old Rhinelander 

man is in Oneida County 

Court Thursday on two 

charges of sexual assault of 

a child.  John Donato is 

accused of molesting two 

young girls at the 

Rhinelander WalMart 

August 23rd.  He’s in jail on a 

$5000 cash bond and faces 

life in prison if convicted.   

Drivers are being warned of 

having their credit cards 



breached at gas stations 

because of a device 

attached to pumps at gas 

stations.  The Wisconsin 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection noted these 

skimming devices fit over 

the actual card reader on 

the pump.  Using it can 

allow scammers to 

customer’s financial 

information.  If a device is 

suspected, it can be 

wiggled to remove it.  

People can also look for 

and broken security seals 

on the cabinet.  If one is 

found, simply notify the 

store manager. 

Thunderstorms rumbled 

through Wisconsin's 

midsection overnight, with 

small hail and power 

outages.  The hail was 

reported at Wisconsin 

Rapids and Stockbridge 

around three a-m.  

Wisconsin Public Service 



had almost 31-hundred 

customers out of power, 

which has since been 

restored. Almost two thirds 

of those were in the 

Denmark area near Green 

Bay.  The National Weather 

Service predicts more rain 

into tonight for all of 

Wisconsin except the 

northwest.  Meanwhile, two 

rivers in southern Wisconsin 

still have flood warnings 

from last week's rains. The 

Kickapoo River at Stueben 

is expected to return below 

its flood stage tonight and 

the Baraboo River is 

predicted to get within its 

banks tomorrow morning. 
 

  
Rhinelander authorizes the 
borrowing of money for a 
Rhinelander building  News  9/14/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Oneida County’s 

administrative committee 

authorized borrowing $15-

million to assist in the 

purchase and renovation of 

the former Printpack 

building in Rhinelander.  

Rhinelander Coated 

Products, a subsidiary of 



Expera Specialty Solutions 

has been after the building 

to expand its business.  The 

committee decision must 

be approved by the full 

board then the state.   

The city of Wausau’s 

finance committee last 

night approved buying the 

vacant Sears store in the 

Wausau Center Mall.  The 

vote to finalize the move for 

the $700,000 deal is 

expected at the September 

27th council meeting.  The 

beleaguered mall has been 

losing tenants including 

several major stores over 

the years.  A new 

management group is in 

place and supporters of the 

purchase say it will allow 

redevelopment from 

private companies.  

Opponents maintain the 

city isn’t in that kind of 

business. 

Back in May parents in 

Mattoon filed suit against 



the Antigo School District for 

approving the closing of 

their elementary school.  

Yesterday, the community 

began discussions to create 

their own school district.  

Supporters want to include 

Aniwa and Phlox in the K -8 

district.  Grades 9 through 

12 would be contracted 

out to other schools.  The 

Antigo Board still has to 

approve things. 

Samantha Chapman of 

Lac du Flambeau will spend 

a year in jail and spend six 

months on probation in 

addition to paying back 

more than $110,000 in 

restitution to the company 

she defrauded.  The 50-year 

old woman worked as an 

office manager for a 

contracting business and 

from 2011 to 2013 took the 

money from her employer.  

Formal sentencing was 

withheld yesterday in Vilas 

County Court.    



 

  
Drop in uninsured state 
residents News 9/14/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 The number of 

Wisconsinites without health 

insurance has taken a big 

drop.  The U-S Census 

Bureau notes 323-thousand 

state residents did not have 

coverage in 2015, down 

from 518-thousand just two 

years earlier -- when the 

Affordable Care Act began 

requiring Americans to be 

insured.  Wisconsin is tied 

with Rhode Island for the 

nation's sixth highest 

percentage of insured 

residents and it was the only 

state among the Top 20 not 

to accept millions in federal 

money to expand its 

Medicaid programs.  

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker has resisted calls 

from Democrats and health 

care advocacy groups to 

take the Medicaid funds 

from Obamacare, saying 

he didn't want the state to 

be left holding the bag if 



the federal money runs dry.  

 State utility regulators will 

host a public hearing 

September 28th in Madison 

on Alliant Energy's request 

to raise the fixed charges all 

electric customers pay.  It's 

been a sensitive subject the 

past couple years, 

as utilities say everyone 

should pay fair shares for 

the cost of power poles 

and other equipment -- 

while critics say it hurts 

senior citizens and 

apartment dwellers who 

use less power, and 

penalizes those who have 

followed utilities' advice to 

conserve energy.   Other 

Wisconsin utilities were 

given average increases of 

66-percent in their fixed 

charges -- and Alliant's 

charge of almost eight-

dollars per month is now 

about one third of the 

state's highest . Wisconsin 

regulators are more 



generous than others in 

approving the higher fixed 

charges with 48 other rate 

requests around the 

country resulting in much 

smaller increases averaging 

14-percent. 
 

  
Two people dead in car 
crash near Eagle River News 9/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Two people died following 

a head-on collision near 

Eagle River yesterday 

afternoon.  Investigators 

with the Vilas County 

Sheriff’s department believe 

a car driven by a 57-year 

old St. Germain woman 

crossed the center line of 

Hwy 70 near Shady Lane 

and struck the oncoming 

car, occupied by a 

husband and wife from 

Eagle River.  The two victims 

were pronounced dead at 

the scene.  No other 

information is available. 

A high-speed chase 

through Marathon County 

has one person in custody.  

Just after nine last night 

Everest Metro Police 



stopped a vehicle on 

Grand Avenue in Wausau.  

The suspect gave them a 

false name and took off for 

an hour long pursuit.  The 

vehicle was disabled on I-39 

near Maple Ridge Road 

when the driver took off on 

foot.  He was arrested near 

Mosinee around 10:30.  No 

word what prompted the 

man to flee. 

A media report claims 

Governor Scott Walker 

played an active role in 

campaign fundraising for 

an outside group.  

Leaked documents 

released by The Guardian 

newspaper shed new light 

on the relationships 

between Walker and 

donors to the Wisconsin 

Club for Growth during the  

2012 recall election.  The 

documents were part of a 

John Doe probe which the 

Wisconsin Supreme 

Court ordered halted last 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2016/sep/14/john-doe-files-scott-walker-corporate-cash-american-politics
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2016/sep/14/john-doe-files-scott-walker-corporate-cash-american-politics
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2016/sep/14/john-doe-files-scott-walker-corporate-cash-american-politics
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-supreme-court-ends-probe-into-walker-campaign/


year.  Documents show 

Walker requested 

contributions from 

numerous wealthy donors – 

including current 

Republican presidential 

candidate Donald Trump.  

The donations went 

to Wisconsin Club for 

Growth and not directly to 

his campaign.  The group 

then reportedly helped 

Governor Walker survive the 

recall.  A Walker spokesman 

said there’s absolutely no 

evidence of any 

wrongdoing.   

 

  
Apparent drive by shooting 
in Wausau  News 9/15/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wausau residents on south 

7th avenue woke to gun 

shots early this morning.  

About 1:00 Wausau Police 

were dispatched to a home 

on the 1000 block where an 

apparent drive by shooting 

occurred.  The home was 

struck twice and police 

retrieved the bullets for 

http://wicfg.com/
http://wicfg.com/


evidence.  No one was 

hurt.  Family members 

interviews have no idea 

why someone would shoot 

at them and have no idea 

who it may be.  Police 

interviewed neighbors who 

heard several shots but did 

not see the vehicle.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact Wausau 

PD. 

The state Department of 

Transportation proposes a 

highway budget that would 

spend an extra 65-million 

dollars for local road 

maintenance, with more 

delays for five major 

highways.  Governor Scott 

Walker is traveling the state 

today to explain a D-O-T 

budget for the next two 

years that makes up for a 

nearly one-billion dollar 

shortfall without raising 

taxes and fees.  It also cuts 

road borrowing to 500-

million dollars, down from 



the 850-million in the current 

budget. New delays of one 

to three years are planned 

for Milwaukee's Zoo 

freeway interchange, an 

expansion of Interstate 94 

from Milwaukee to the 

Illinois line and Highways 

18/151 in Madison, 15 in the 

Fox Valley, and 23 east of 

Fond du Lac.  Critics say it 

makes the delays more 

expensive while supporters 

maintain it holds down 

taxes.   

The Wisconsin Grocers 

Association today endorsed 

Republican Mike Gallagher 

in the 8th District 

Congressional race.  The 

former Marine faces 

Outagamie County 

Executive Tom Nelson for 

the vacant seat in 

November. 
 

 
Vilas Co. crash victims 
identified News 9/16/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Vilas County authorities 

have identified the victims 

of that head on crash 

Wednesday afternoon near 



Eagle River.  57-year old 

Linda Healy of St. Germain 

and 78-year old Lillian Pulec 

were killed after Healy’s car 

crossed the centerline of 

Hwy 70 west of the city and 

collided head on with the 

other vehicle.  Pulec’s 

husband was airlifted to the 

hospital but his condition is 

unknown.   

Minocqua Police 

investigating a single 

vehicle crash Wednesday 

ended up arresting several 

people on drug charges.  

The unoccupied truck was 

found at the end of 

Buckskin Trail with the 

airbags deployed after 

hitting a tree.  It was stolen.  

A man was reportedly seen 

in the area and a search 

discovered him and several 

others at a trailer on Black 

Oak Road.  Two juvenile 

females from the Oshkosh 

area and a juvenile male, 

listed as a runaway from a 



group home in Winnebago 

county were found there 

along with two other 

suspects.  The men fled into 

the woods but were 

arrested later that 

afternoon.  Dylan Dewhurst 

of Oshkosh and David 

Mack of Appleton, both 18, 

are in the Oneida County 

Jail on several drug charges 

including possession, 

receiving stolen property, 

bail jumping and 

contributing to the 

delinquency of a child.  

Mack was also violating 

parole and had three 

active arrest warrants 

pending.  Multiple agencies 

assisted in the search effort.   

There’s now an official 

recall of Samsung’s Galaxy 

Note 7 phone because of 

the risk its battery could 

catch fire or explode.  More 

than 70 cases have already 

been documented. 
 

 News 9/16/16 12p,5p 1:30 Former Rhinelander City 



Former Rhinelander 
administrator files suit 
against city council  

Administrator Kristina 

Aschenbrenner’s  filed an 

open meetings law 

complaint against the city 

council.  She was fired two 

weeks ago in a closed 

meeting that she said had 

council members go off 

topic and wasn’t properly 

noticed.  The Oneida 

County District Attorney’s 

office is reviewing her 

complaint.   

Oneida police are talking 

about what’s now being 

called a double homicide 

investigation into the 

deaths of an elderly 

couple.   77-year-old Harry 

Brown Bear and his 67-year-

old wife, Lorraine were 

found in their home 

Wednesday after a welfare 

check.  Authorities said they 

had been there several 

days.  Police aren’t saying 

how the couple were killed 

but reiterated the public is 

not in danger.  If there was 



imminent risk, they said 

something would have 

happened by now.   

The state Department of 

Justice quietly agreed to 

stop enforcing concealed 

carry class size limitations 

last year.  The DOJ imposed 

regulations in 2013 requiring 

concealed carry applicants 

to take a firearm training 

class with a student-

instructor ratio of no more 

than 50 to one.  Gun rights 

group Wisconsin Carry Inc. 

sued days later alleging 

state law prohibits DOJ from 

imposing training standards 

beyond what the law 

prescribes.  Court 

documents show the DOJ 

conceded statutes don't 

allow the agency to impose 

such standards and 

stopped enforcing them in 

October.  The agency 

reached an agreement 

with Wisconsin Carry to 



draft regulations repealing 

the ratio.  The agency's 

news release archive 

contains no statements on 

the agreement.   A 

spokesman said the DOJ 

doesn't issue news releases 

on everything that happens 

at the agency. 
 

  
Gas station in Abbotsford 
robbed at gunpoint News 9/19/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Holiday gas station in 

Abbotsford was robbed at 

gunpoint last night.  Three 

people are at large after an 

undetermined amount of 

money was taken around 

9:30.  The thieves, including 

at least one man and a 

woman shot out the glass of 

the front door, beliving they 

were locked in.  No one 

was hurt.  The suspects wore 

ski masks and gloves and 

left the scene in a black 

four-door.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact the Colby-

Abbotsford Police.   

Motorists travelling south of 

Minocqua through 



Hazelhurst on Hwy 51can 

expect lane closures and 

delays beginning today.  

Maintenance work started 

at six this morning 

according to the Wisconsin 

Department of 

Transportation.   

Governor Scott Walker’s 

administration is offering an 

early glimpse of what his 

next state budget proposal 

may look like.  Nearly four 

dozen state agencies, 

commissions, and offices 

submitted their state 

budget requests late last 

week. The plans outline their 

funding priorities for the 

next budget biennium. They 

detail plans for new 

resources, additional staff, 

and even possible 

reductions in state 

spending.  The governor’s 

staff will use the requests 

when writing the two-year 

state budget Walker will 

deliver to the legislature in 

http://www.doa.state.wi.us/Divisions/Budget-and-Finance/Biennial-Budget/Agency-Budget-Requests-September-15-2016/
http://www.doa.state.wi.us/Divisions/Budget-and-Finance/Biennial-Budget/Agency-Budget-Requests-September-15-2016/


February. Lawmakers will 

then make changes to the 

plan, before passing it 

sometime next June. 

Governor Walker doesn't 

follow Democratic talking 

points very often -- actually 

not at all.  He's doing it now 

to help vice presidential 

candidate Mike Pence get 

ready for next month's 

debate with Tim Kaine.   

Walker is playing the role of 

Kaine in the preparations.   

The vice presidential 

debate is coming up 

October 4th. 

 

 
No major problems at 
Tomahawk’s annual fall ride  News 9/19/16 12p,5p 1:30 

The Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s Department 

reported a fairly quiet 

fall ride as thousand of 

motorcyclists gathered 

in Tomahawk for the 

annual Muscular 

Dystrophy fundraiser.  



Traffic remained steady 

through the weekend 

with very few problems 

found and no major 

crashes.  A 50-year old 

Stevens Point woman 

was hurt in a single bike 

accident Saturday night 

in the town of Birch.  She 

refused medical 

treatment at the scene.  

Also Saturday night a 

54-year old Tomahawk 

man was stopped on 

Hwy 51 traveling over 

100 mph on his 

machine.  He failed a 

field sobriety test and 

cited for a first offense 

OWI.  He was released 

to a responsible party. 

No one survived the 

crash of a light plane 

crashed last night in 

Door County.  The 

sheriff’s department 



reported the small plane 

went down just before 

ten in a wooded area of 

Peninsula State Park 

between Fish Creek and 

Ephraim. Officials 

haven’t said how many 

people were on board. 
A passenger killed in a 

weekend S-U-V crash in 

Taylor County is identified 

as 27-year-old Sarah 

Scollay.  It happened 

around mid morning 

yesterday near Jump River 

in Taylor County on 

Highway 73. Sheriff's 

deputies say the S-U-V hit 

an embankment and went 

airborne -- and Scollay was 

thrown from the vehicle 

and died later at a Wausau 

hospital.  The driver, a 28-

year-old man, was treated, 

and was later booked and 

freed from jail on a possible 

charge driving with a 

suspended license while 



causing death.  An 

investigation continues. 

In sports, the Brewers open 

their final homestand of the 

season tomorrow against 

Pittsburgh. 
 

 
Car crash north of 
Rhinelander yesterday News 9/20/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Traffic on Hwy 47 was 

rerouted late yesterday 

afternoon following a crash 

at the intersection of Lake 

Mildred Road in the town of 

Newbold.  The accident 

was reported about 4:00 

when a vehicle struck a 

telephone pole.  One 

person was taken to St. 

Mary’s hospital in 

Rhinelander.  Their name 

and extent of the injuries 

were not released.    

 

AirPro Fan & Blower 

Company of Rhinelander 

was sold.  The 

manufacturer, on Hwy 17 

north of the city transferred 

100% ownership of the 

company to its employees 

in an employee stock 



ownership plan.  Company 

founder Keith White 

finalized the sale earlier this 

summer.  The company, 

expanding its facilities six 

times in the last decade, 

was founded in 2002 and 

builds industrial duty 

centrifugal fans and 

blowers for a number of 

applications.   

 

The DNR will again be 

testing for chronic wasting 

disease during the archery 

and gun deer seasons in 

Oneida, Vilas and Forest 

counties.  The agency, in 

cooperation with local 

businesses will collect the 

heads of the animals for 

testing in response to two 

deer harvested in Oneida 

county with the disease late 

last year.  Baiting and 

feeding deer in these three 

counties also continues as a 

measure to reduce the risk 

for disease transmission.  



More information is 

available on the DNR 

website. 

 

Governor Scott Walker 

asked the 

U.S. Department of 

Agriculture to declare a 

disaster in Ashland, Bayfield 

and Iron counties.  

Significant crop damage 

resulted from the heavy 

rains and flooding this past 

July.  Rain left the fields 

over-saturated or 

underwater for an 

extended period of time, 

killing crops or dramatically 

reducing production. 

 

 
State farmers could get 
federal assistance News 9/20/16 12p,5p 1:30 

Michigan's environmental 

agency will host a public 

hearing next month on its 

preliminary approval of a 

permit for a gold and zinc 

mine opposed by 

Wisconsin's Menominee 

tribe.  Aquila Resources’ 

Back Forty mine near the 



Menominee River in the U-P 

would create 250 jobs and 

millions in tax revenues and 

provide metal for things like 

computers and plumbing 

lines.  The firm has taken 

steps to protect the 

Menominee River, but 

opponents say the 

exposure of sulfide deposits 

would create acidic water 

that might harm the river 

which flows to the Bay of 

Green Bay.  Menominee 

tribal leaders say it could 

hurt dozens of cultural 

artifacts from when the 

tribe was located in that 

area, before moving to its 

current reservation at 

Keshena. Michigan's 

environmental quality 

department gave 

preliminary approval to 

Aquila's mining permit 

September second and a 

public hearing is set for 

October sixth in 

Stephenson. 



Northern Wisconsin farmers 

who lost crops to the July 

floods could get federal 

disaster assistance under a 

request Governor Scott 

Walker’s made to the U-S-D-

A. Walker says the aid 

request applies to Ashland, 

Bayfield, and Iron 

counties after they lost at 

least 30-percent of their 

corn, oat, wheat, alfalfa 

and barley crops.  Up to 

eleven inches of rain fell 

July eleventh and 12th in 

the far north, heavily 

damaging the Saxon 

Harbor along Lake Superior 

and washing out numerous 

roads.  The same area 

received a second round of 

heavy rains a week later.  

The governor says many 

farm fields were flooded for 

long periods, which killed 

crops and dramatically 

reduced yields. 
 

 
Oneida Co. agrees to borrow 
money  News 9/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Oneida County Board 

yesterday approved 



borrowing $15-million from 

the Wisconsin Trust Fund on 

behalf of Expera Specialty 

Solutions to expand into the 

vacant Printpack building 

on Kemp Street.  

Rhinelander Coated 

products, a division of 

Expera, could be moving in 

by next year.  The funding 

still has to be approved by 

state.   

The man accused of trying 

to shoot his wife last April in 

Tripoli was convicted 

yesterday of first degree 

recklessly endangering 

safety and intoxicated use 

of a firearm.  60-year old 

Kenneth Welsh will be 

sentenced in December 

after reaching a plea 

agreement in Oneida 

County Circuit Court.   

Police in Merrill announced 

the release of a convicted 

sex offender back to 

Lincoln County.  43-year old 

Kevin Pophal will return 



October 4th, having served 

his sentence after being 

convicted in 2008 for 

sexually assaulting three 12-

year old girls.  He will be 

under intense supervision 

with the Department of 

corrections until 2021.   

Several school districts in 

Northern Wisconsin got a 

boost with a state grant for 

their Fab Lab operations.  

These are high tech 

workshops equipped with 

computer controlled 

manufacturing 

components.  Nearly half a 

million dollars was awarded 

with area schools receiving 

almost $118,000 of it.  

Rhinelander, Northland 

Pines, Florence and 

Marinette got $25,000 each 

with Three Lakes getting 

nearly $18,000.  Another 

half million will be awarded 

to districts later this year.   

Wisconsin joins 20 other 

states, suing the 



Department of Labor over a 

new rule making more 

higher-earning workers 

eligible for overtime.  The 

measure would shrink the 

so-called "white collar 

exemption" and more than 

double the salary threshold 

under which employers 

must pay overtime to their 

workers. 
 

 
Wis. Hit with another round 
of bad weather overnight News 9/21/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin was hit with 

another round of heavy 

thunderstorms overnight.  

Up to two inches of rain fell 

north of La Crosse, 

prompting flash flood 

warnings this morning.  

Watches continue for much 

of northcentral Wisconsin 

until 7 tomorrow night with 

up to seven inches of rain 

possible the next two days.  

Several waves of storms are 

expected in most of the 

Badger State through 

tomorrow night.  Storms 

overnight took down trees 

and power lines in Stevens 



Point knocking out power to 

over 2100 customers 

stretching from Point to 

Sheboygan.    

A painkiller eight times more 

potent than morphine will 

soon be banned in 

Wisconsin, effective 

November 7th.  The state 

Controlled Substances 

Board voted yesterday to 

ban the synthetic opioid "U-

47-700."  The federal Drug 

Enforcement Administration 

will ban the drug starting 

early next month.   

Many Wisconsinites are 

mourning the death of Terry 

Kohler.  The 82-year-old 

Sheboygan businessman, 

conservationist, 

philanthropist, and 

Republican activist died 

yesterday.  Governor Scott 

Walker said Kohler will be 

"greatly missed" as a leader 

in areas that also included 

aviation, sailing, and 

promoting strong 



marriages.  Kohler headed 

the Windway Capital 

Corporation -- the parent 

firm of companies that 

made racing sails used by 

America's Cup winners and 

a large maker of 

commercial pots and pans.  

He ran unsuccessfully for 

governor and U-S Senate in 

the 80s and he later served 

on the Republican National 

Committee, was a major 

donor in conservative 

causes -- and Kohler was 

also a longtime member of 

the N-R-A and Ducks 

Unlimited, working to help 

reintroduce trumpeter 

swans and whooping 

cranes to Wisconsin. 
 

 
Wisconsin’s summer rainfall 
4

th
 highest on record News 9/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Wisconsin's summer rainfall is 

the fourth highest on record. The 

National Centers for 

Environmental Information says 

the state averaged 16 inches from 

June through August -- and that's 

about four inches above the 

statewide average for the past 122 



years. State climatology office 

director John Young says heavy 

summer rains could become 

normal. Meanwhile, the National 

Weather Service has flash flood 

watches in effect through  later 

tonight for most of the state, with 

several waves of heavy rains and 

thunderstorms in the forecast and 

up to seven inches of rain in some 

places. 

  

Democrats Hillary Clinton and 

Russ Feingold still lead in 

Wisconsin, according to the 

newest Marquette Law School 

poll released yesterday afternoon. 

Clinton has a two-point lead on 

Republican Donald Trump 

among likely voters at 44-to-42 

percent, one point closer than the 

previous Marquette poll in 

August. In the U-S Senate race, 

former Senator Feingold 

lengthened his lead against G-O-

P incumbent Ron Johnson, with 

Feingold now at 47-to-41 percent 

among likely voters and 46-to-40 

percent among registered voters. 



The poll was conducted last 

Thursday through Sunday. 

 

Governor Scott Walker and State 

Assembly Republicans have 

publicly written to each other 

about their differences for road 

building in Wisconsin. On 

Wednesday, Walker wrote 

Speaker Robin Vos to ask for 

details of their plans -- and he 

would consider alternatives that 

in Walker's words, "live within 

taxpayer means." Assembly 

Republicans have said more 

money is needed to fix the state's 

crumbling roads, but they have 

not said where it should come 

from. Walker does not want 

higher road taxes or fees unless 

other spending is cut elsewhere. 
 

 
Flood warnings are on for 
portions of the state News 9/22/16 12p,5p 1:30 

Flood warnings and watches 

continued today for 

southwest Wisconsin and the 

state's midsection. As of late 

this morning, more than 60 

roads are closed in Clark 

County, and there are 

numerous mudslides and 



highway washouts in about 

the southwest quarter of the 

Badger State. The National 

Weather Service says 

chances for more rain and 

thunderstorms are in the 

statewide forecast every day 

through at least Monday. Not 

as many Wisconsinites were 

without power this morning 

as yesterday morning -- as 

about 925 homes and 

businesses were in the dark 

around the state as of six a-

m. 

 

While few details are 

available, Crescent 

Elementary School principal 

Kelly Huseby is on paid 

leave from the Rhinelander 

District.  A letter to Crescent 

parents was sent Tuesday.  

Kari Volk, a speech 

pathologist with the district 

was named interim principal.  



She was recently certified as 

an administrator.  

Superintendent Kelli Jacobi 

could not comment on 

specifics in the matter.   

  

Two people were hurt 

following a three vehicle 

collision on Hwy 17 

yesterday morning.  The 

accident was reported about 

8:30 near the intersection 

with King Road.   A delivery 

truck left the road and rolled 

on its side, causing other 

vehicles to collide in a chain 

reaction.  The highway was 

closed to traffic a couple 

hours.  No word on the 

people injured.   

 

 
Police investigating accident  News 9/23/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Minocqua police are investigating 

a fatal accident early last night 

near the Oneida-Price county 

line. Authorities report that a 

vehicle crossed the center line 



and rolled into the ditch on 

highway 70 just West of 

Minocqua shortly before 7 last 

night. The driver, who was alone 

in the vehicle, was reported dead 

at the scene. 

 

Governor Scott Walker has 

declared a state of emergency in 

13 counties where up to ten 

inches of rain since Wednesday 

caused floods and mudslides, 

killing one person. Wisconsin 

Emergency Management says 53-

year-old Michael McDonald of 

rural Victory died Thursday after 

the house he was in slid from a 

hillside onto Highway 35 in 

Vernon County and was 

destroyed. Also in Vernon 

County, a mobile home park was 

evacuated at De Soto -- and a 

train derailment near Ferryville in 

Crawford County caused one-

thousand gallons of fuel to spill 

into the Mississippi River. 

Numerous roads were washed out 

in about the southwest third of 

Wisconsin, and schools in 16 



districts were closed all day 

Thursday.  

 

Wisconsin Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald says he 

never worked with a conservative 

group's secret fundraising to help 

his fellow Republicans in the 

2011 and '12 recall elections. 

Sealed records leaked by The 

Guardian showed that the 

Wisconsin Club for Growth got 

750-thousand dollars from a lead 

producer. And paint makers that 

previously used lead in their 

products were later given 

retroactive protections from 

lawsuits. Yesterday, Fitzgerald 

said he never had conversations 

with the Club for Growth, 

although Governor Scott Walker 

did.  
 

 
Some schools in the state 
are closed because of flood 
problems q News 9/23/16 12p,5p 1:30 

At least three school districts in 

southwest Wisconsin remain closed 

today, as flood warnings and watches 

continue. More than 100 roads were 

impassable Thursday in Clark County 

alone. Flash flood warnings and 

watches have been extended into today 

for much of southwest Wisconsin, and 



the National Weather Service says 

there are varying chances of more 

thunderstorms statewide each day 

through Tuesday. 

 

Governor Scott Walker says Wisconsin 

might not need more prosecutors if the 

Milwaukee County D-A resumes the 

John Doe probe into the G-O-P's recall 

campaign funding. The U-S Supreme 

Court could decide Monday whether to 

consider letting John Chisholm resume 

his probe into alleged illegal 

fundraising ties between Walker, G-O-

P Senate candidates, and a conservative 

group. Walker said a lot of people 

would question a budget request for 96 

new assistant D-As in 38 counties if 

Milwaukee's D-A keeps going after the 

governor's recall campaign. Assembly 

Democrat Chris Taylor of Madison 

says Walker appears to be warning 

prosecutors never to probe potential 

criminal activity by him. But Walker's 

office says the governor is only saying 

that Milwaukee prosecutors should 

spend more time sending street 

criminals to prison than bringing back 

a case they already lost when the State 

Supreme Court ended the Walker 

probe. 

 

An Appleton girl who ended a battle 

against her incurable disease is leaving 

behind a renewed right to die debate. 

Jerika Bolen died Thursday at a 

hospice facility in Sheboygan Falls. 



The 14-year-old suffered from spinal 

muscular atrophy.  
 

 
Semi crash on Hwy 29 
overnight shuts part of Hiway 
down News 9/26/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A section of Hwy 29 is open 

again this morning after the 

crash of a semi late last 

night.  The accident 

happened just before 

midnight on the eastbound 

lane near Hatley.  No word 

on injuries or what caused 

the truck to tip over.   

 

GOP presidential 

candidate Donald Trump 

will be in Waukesha 

Wednesday night.  

Wisconsin figures 

prominently in the race to 

the White House for both he 

and Democratic challenger 

Hillary Clinton, who hasn’t 

campaigned here since the 

April primary.  According to 

the latest Marquette Law 

School poll, Clinton holds a 

slim lead over Trump in 

Wisconsin. 

 

Both candidates hit 

http://wtaq.com/news/articles/2016/sep/21/clinton-holds-slim-lead-over-trump-in-mu-poll/
http://wtaq.com/news/articles/2016/sep/21/clinton-holds-slim-lead-over-trump-in-mu-poll/


primetime television tonight 

in a debate that may set 

records for viewership.  

Aired on multiple networks, 

polls indicate nearly a third 

of voters say the debate will 

be extremely or quite 

important in their decision 

who to support for 

president.   

 

The Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry has been serving the 

community nearly a dozen 

years and the cost of food 

and operations hasn’t gone 

down.  Last year the 

organization set a record, 

distributing more than 

596,000 pounds of food 

through 7300 plus 

household visits.  They need 

your help with monetary 

donations to keep running.  

Checks can be made out 

to the food pantry care of 

BMO Harris Bank in 

Rhinelander.   Contributions 

are tax deductible.   



 

Ninety teams took to 

Rhinelander area lakes over 

the weekend for the annual 

Fishing Hot Spots Hodag 

Musky Challenge, put on by 

the Chamber of 

Commerce.  Boom Lake 

produced the winning 

team of Nelson Eisele and 

Eric Dombeck.  Fifty one fish 

were successfully caught 

and released.   
 

Flood warnings continue on 
5 Wis. Rivers  
 News 9/26/16 12p,5p 1:30 

A U-W Madison graduate 

student hopes one of her 

questions will be asked 

during tonight's first 

presidential debate.  

Jacquelyn Moss of Wausau 

was among students at 

more than 150 colleges 

who developed six possible 

questions for Hillary Clinton 

and Donald Trump as part 

of the 2016 College Debate 

initiative.  The students want 

to know how the 

candidates would help the 

poor and unemployed 



become self sufficient, 

circumstances for using 

military force, reducing 

repeat crimes, helping 

skilled refugees find jobs 

and ensuring quality 

education to the 

disadvantaged.  The 22-

year-old Moss, from 

Wausau, wants to teach 

history and social studies -- 

and she calls herself a 

"middle of the road voter" 

who's "up in the air" on who 

she'll vote for.   

A 20-year old Wisconsin 

Rapids woman was 

arrested for disorderly 

conduct, battery and 

obstructing an officer early 

yesterday morning after 

Lincoln County deputies 

investigated a disturbance 

in the town of Merrill.  The 

incident was reported with 

a cell 911 call shortly before 

4am.   

 Flood warnings continue 

on at least five rivers in 



Wisconsin in the wake of 

heavy rains the past week.  

Moderate flooding is 

expected on the Baraboo 

River at Rock Springs and 

the Yellow River at 

Necedah, with minor 

flooding elsewhere on 

those two rivers plus the 

Mississippi near La Crosse 

and Prairie du Chien, the 

Black River at Galesville, 

and the Kickapoo River at 

Gays Mills, Readstown, and 

Soldiers Grove. All five rivers 

are expected to drop 

below their flood stages 

sometime this week, with 

drier and cooler weather in 

the forecast.  
 

 
Fire in Sugar Camp 
yesterday News 9/27/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Firefighters were called to a 

garage fire just before 1:00 

yesterday afternoon in 

Sugar Camp.  Several 

departments responded to 

the blaze at 3590 Hwy A 

that destroyed the garage 

and caused heavy 

damage to the attached 



home.  No injuries or cause 

were reported.   

Wausau’s school board will 

meet in the coming weeks 

on the issue of transgender 

student access to restrooms 

and locker rooms.  Several 

lawsuits are pending but 

the board is reacting to 

notices from the US 

Department of Education 

Office of Civil Rights 

suggesting they allow 

students to use the facilities 

of the gender they identify 

with or risk losing federal 

funding.  The next 

scheduled meeting is 

October 10th.   

Marshfield Clinic Health 

System appointed Ned Wolf 

as the chief administrative 

officer for its Marshfield 

hospital.  Wolf had been 

the CAO of the Lakeview 

Medical Center in Rice 

Lake the past 22 years and 

held the same interim 

position at Marshfield since 



June of last year.   

State Representative Mary 

Czaja will host several 

listening sessions in her 

district tomorrow.  The 35th 

assembly Republican sees 

these as an informal 

opportunity to get 

feedback from residents.  

Plans are to be in 

Tomahawk, Merrill and 

Antigo.  Details are 

available on her website. 

The Trump campaign 

postponed a scheduled 

Wisconsin appearance by 

vice-presidential candidate 

Mike Pence tonight in 

Waukesha due to a 

conflict.  Donald Trump’s 

visit to the city tomorrow is 

still on.  The republican 

Trump met his democratic 

challenger Hillary Clinton 

last night in the first of three 

presidential debates, with 

both camps saying they 

won.   



 

 
Labor unions to appeal a 
Wis. Law News 9/27/16 12p,5p 1:30 

Two labor unions will appeal 

a federal judge's ruling 

upholding Wisconsin's right 

to work law.  Milwaukee 

District Judge J-P 

Stadtmueller threw out a 

challenge yesterday to the 

2015 law prohibiting 

companies from making 

workers pay union dues as 

conditions of employment.  

Stadtmueller notes the 

federal appeals court in 

Chicago upheld Indiana's 

right to work law -- but two 

locals of the International 

Operating Engineers union 

said the Wisconsin law was 

unconstitutional, claiming it 

took revenue from the 

unions without being 

compensated.  State 

Attorney General Brad 

Schimel says he rejects the 

notion the state took away 

union property -- namely 

the dues paid by both 

union and non union 



workers.  A similar lawsuit is 

pending in a state appeals 

court. 

 If you have a Wisconsin 

driver's license but are not 

registered to vote, you can 

expect to hear from state 

officials soon.  The Elections 

Commission started mailing 

one-point-three million 

postcards to tell 

unregistered adults how to 

sign up for November.  

Close to 500-thousand 

postcards were mailed out 

yesterday and officials say 

they should all be delivered 

by the middle of next week.  

The Pew Charitable Trusts 

are covering about two 

thirds of the 225-thousand 

dollar cost of the mailings, 

which are required after 

Wisconsin joined the 

Electronic Registration 

Information Center that 

seeks to keep people's 

voting records up to date.  

 Damage is almost six-and-



one-half-million dollars and 

rising from last week's floods 

in the western half of 

Wisconsin.  State officials 

say about three fourths of 

the reported damages are 

from washed out roads, 

bridges, and other public 

infrastructure.  
 

 
Northland Pines to institute 
drug testing for students  News 9/28/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Northland Pines school 

district will begin notifying 

parents in the coming 

weeks about their new drug 

testing policy.  The school 

board approved the 

controversial measure this 

week.  The random tests 

could begin by the end of 

the year with administrators 

saying it’s not about getting 

kids in trouble, but keeping 

them healthy and safe.  

Parents and students can 

opt out of the program.  

And unlike similar testing 

across the state that 

typically include students 

driving to school or taking 

part in sports, Northland 



Pines has included all 

students.  Those testing 

positive will not face 

charges but be referred to 

a social worker for help with 

counseling and treatment if 

necessary.   

Two people were seriously 

hurt in a two car accident 

last night in Marathon 

County.  The sheriff’s 

department reported the 

crash shortly after nine on 

Hwy 13 near Spencer.  Both 

lanes were closed in the 

area of Park road about 

two hours until the accident 

scene was cleared.   

Governor Scott Walker says 

the University of Wisconsin 

Credit Union’s decision to 

expand its membership 

criteria could help more 

state residents refinance 

their student loan debt.  

Under a change 

announced yesterday, the 

UW Credit Union will allow 



most current and former 

college students who live in 

Wisconsin to become 

members.  Previously, 

membership was limited to 

current and former UW 

System students, along with 

UW employees.  The UW 

Credit Union is one of 13 

financial institutions 

statewide refinancing 

student loan debt, giving 

more people access to 

lower interest rates to 

reduce the debt some 

people owe.  

 

Presidential candidate to 
come to Wis.  
 News 9/28/16 12p,5p 1:30 

Two days after his bristling 

debate with Hillary Clinton, 

Republican Donald Trump 

brings his White House 

campaign to Wisconsin.  

He's scheduled to appear 

at a six o’clock rally at the 

Waukesha County Expo 

Center -- after both he and 

Clinton proclaimed victory 

in a debate watched by a 



record 84-million viewers.  

On the Democratic side, 

the Clinton campaign 

announced Hillary's 

daughter Chelsea Clinton 

will speak during the lunch 

hour Friday at Green Bay's 

Meyer Theatre. 

Wisconsin Republican Ron 

Johnson will try to convince 

his U-S Senate colleagues to 

let terminally ill patients 

receive experimental drugs 

not approved by the F-D-A.  

Johnson will seek 

unanimous consent for the 

measure as early as today.  

Pewaukee native Tim 

Wendler says he wants 

Congress to feel a "sense of 

urgency" to pass the bill, 

which Johnson named in 

honor of Wendler's wife 

Trickett who died a year 

ago from A-L-S.  Unanimous 

consent is not expected, 

because it takes just one 

opponent to derail it -- but if 

it doesn't pass now, 



Johnson vows to attach the 

measure to another major 

bill sometime after the 

November election.  Both 

houses are considering the 

proposal, which would 

allow the terminally ill to 

receive drugs which have 

passed at least their first 

stage of F-D-A trials, when 

no other alternatives exist 

for treatment. 

The Tomahawk Police 

Department is going pink.  

October is breast cancer 

awareness month and 

officers and dispatchers 

with the department will 

work to raise awareness by 

wearing pink badges as 

part of their uniforms.   
 

 
Flood damage reaches into 
the millions around the state News 9/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

While cities across the North 

have been vying for the 

right to house the DNR’s 

forestry headquarters, the 

agency now thinks the 

move would be too 

expensive.  Board members 

reviewed plans included in 



their new budget and 

determined that moving 

from Madison would cost 

too much and given the 

tight fiscal situation right 

now, relocating isn’t in their 

best interest.   

Flood damage to private 

property and public 

infrastructure is now 

estimated at $18.5 million. 

 The latest update from the 

State Emergency 

Operations Center puts 

damage to homes and 

businesses across 12 

western counties at around 

$6.4 million. Damage to 

public infrastructure 

including roads and bridges 

is put at $12.1 million.  Two 

people died in the flooding 

last week after torrential 

rains soaked portions of 

western and central 

Wisconsin.  

Next month the city of 

Wausau will review 

proposals for what to do 



with the empty Sears store 

in the Wausau Center Mall, 

downtown.  They’re taking 

proposals through October 

14th that would bring in new 

energy and compliment 

the existing retail base.  The 

Planning and Economic 

Development Committee 

will look over submissions at 

their meeting on the 20th. 

One of Northern Wisconsin’s 

largest fall events is 

preparing for its weekend 

run.  Cranberry Fest in Eagle 

River typically draws 40,000 

people to the Vilas County 

Fairgrounds, visiting more 

than 300 vendors from 

across the country.  Foods 

and beverages of all kinds 

made from the fruit are 

available as are marsh 

tours, crafts and more.  The 

annual event opens 

Saturday at nine.   
 

 
A cut in the budget for the 
DNR News 9/29/16 12p,5p 1:30 

The Natural Resources 

Board endorsed a two-



point-one-percent cut in 

the state D-N-R's next 

budget, with no increase in 

hunting and other 

recreational fees.  Meeting 

in Black River Falls yesterday 

the board asked the 

governor and Legislature to 

consider a 550-million dollar 

request in D-N-R operating 

funds for each of the next 

two years.  The agency, 

which has 25-hundred 

employees would have a 

slight reduction of about 

ten positions.  The board 

followed Governor Scott 

Walker's request not to raise 

its proposed spending.  But 

former D-N-R secretary 

George Meyer of the state's 

Wildlife Federation says the 

package does not have 

adequate funds to manage 

natural resources and 

protect the environment. 

There will be no federal 

government shutdown that 

members of Congress 



would have to explain while 

most face reelection in 40 

days.  Both houses have 

passed a ten week 

extension of federal 

spending that was due to 

expire tomorrow.  The only 

Wisconsin no votes came 

from House Republicans Jim 

Sensenbrenner and Reid 

Ribble, as the House voted 

342 to 85 and the Senate 72 

to 26 to fund federal 

agencies through 

December ninth.  Speaker 

Paul Ryan of Janesville had 

a busy 24 hours rounding up 

the votes, after a dispute 

came up whether to 

allocate 170-million dollars 

to clean up lead 

contamination in Flint, 

Michigan's water supply.  

The two parties eventually 

agreed to put the money in 

a separate water resources 

bill that passed the House -- 

and the budget extension 

includes one-point-one-



billion dollars to help fight 

the Zika virus. 
 

 
Two tribal members face 
charges of poaching deer News 9/30/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two young tribal members 

face charges after being 

caught poaching deer in 

the Lakeland area.  Last 

week police received 

reports of gunshots at night 

at two different locations 

and upon investigation 

found two 16-year old boys 

killed two bucks in a 

residential area.  The Great 

Lakes Indian, Fish and 

Wildlife Commission plans to 

charge the pair in tribal 

court while the Oneida 

County District Attorney 

could also level charges.  

The DNR is also investigating 

similar cases in Sayner, 

Stella and Woodruff. 

 

An 18-year old girl is in the 

Marathon County Jail, 

arrested in a prostitution 

sting.  Nakyla Taylor was 

found on an online escort 

service and officials say she 



responded to an 

undercover officer’s 

request to meet at a hotel, 

where she was arrested.   

 

Early voting begins today in 

Oneida County.  Municipal 

clerks are collecting ballots 

weeks before the election 

to alleviate the anticipated 

long lines of voters in 

November.  Schedules for 

early voting will vary but in 

the city of Rhinelander, it 

begins at 8:00 today at City 

Hall.  Eligible voters must 

produce a valid photo ID. 

 

The Green Bay Packers 

unveiled plans for the first 

phase of the Titletown 

District west of Lambeau 

Field yesterday.  The park 

will feature a sledding hill 

with tubing lanes, open 

skating area, ice skating 

trail and pond.  The public 

park is expected to 

increase visits to the area 



and will extend the outdoor 

season using ice making, 

snow making and grooming 

equipment.  In the summer 

months the green space will 

offer a unique area for 

numerous activities.   
 

 
Wis. Voter I.D. laws News 9/30/16 12p,5p 1:30 

A national group opposed 

to voter I-D laws says 

Wisconsinites get conflicting 

information and surprise 

delays in obtaining I-Ds from 

the Division of Motor 

Vehicles.  A federal judge 

ordered the state to make 

sure those people can vote 

in November -- and 

Attorney General Brad 

Schimel filed a court 

document eight days ago 

saying D-M-V staffers were 

"trained to ensure" 

applicants would have 

photo I-Ds mailed to them 

within six days after they 

apply.  But Molly McGrath 

of the Vote Riders group 

released a recording in 

which one man was turned 



away because he didn't 

have a birth certificate -- 

even though Schimel told a 

court applicants don't need 

one -- and another D-M-V 

employee said the way I-Ds 

are handled is "up in the 

air."  McGrath said her 

group visited ten D-M-V 

locations and found 

different things happening 

to applicants.  D-M-V chief 

Kristina Boardman says her 

agency "remains 

committed" to getting free 

I-Ds to "all eligible voters." 

A Lot of people have 

attended local forums 

throughout Wisconsin to 

discuss their road building 

needs and concerns of how 

to pay for them.  The 

meetings called "Turnout for 

Transportation," took place 

last night across the state.  

In Wausau, Highway 

Commissioner Jim 

Griesbach said lawmakers 

need to establish a long 



term funding solution.  

Governor Scott Walker has 

endorsed a D-O-T budget 

for the next two years that 

does not raise taxes and 

fees, delays some major 

state highway projects, and 

gives more money to local 

governments to maintain 

their roads. Griesbach says 

more is needed. 
 

 

 


