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President to take executive 
action  
 News 1/1/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

President Barack Obama is 

expected to take executive 

action next week to 

expand background 

checks on gun sales.  White 

House officials won’t 

confirm the timing but did 

say the president is not 

satisfied with where we are 

and expects work to be 

completed soon.  Currently, 

federally licensed firearms 

dealers are required to seek 

background checks on 

potential firearm 

purchasers.  But advocacy 

groups say some of the 

people who sell firearms at 

gun shows are not federally 

licensed, increasing the 

chance of sales to 

customers prohibited by 



law from purchasing a gun. 

The new year brought in 

some snow and colder 

temperatures the past few 

days and that’s helped 

outdoor recreation, 

especially snowmobiling.  

Trails are in rough shape, 

but more are opening with 

the exception of area lakes.  

Today, select trails in Forest 

County with officials noting 

they’re in better shape 

south of Hwy 8 and advise 

checking the county 

website for what’s 

accessible.  Some of the 

trails in Oneida County will 

be open at 8 tomorrow 

morning with notable 

exceptions, like Three Lakes, 

The Hodag and 

Rhinelander trails and 

others.  The county website 

or any of the area 

snowmobile club sites will list 

the marked locations.   

The 12th largest Powerball 

jackpot in the game’s 



history is up for grabs 

tomorrow night.  The prize is 

$334-million, the highest 

since February.  The largest 

total was $590-million in 

May 2013.  The odds of 

winning by the way are 1 in 

292 million.   
 

  
Snow and colder temps for 
the new year News 1/1/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 President Barack Obama is 

expected to take executive 

action next week to 

expand background 

checks on gun sales.  White 

House officials won’t 

confirm the timing but did 

say the president is not 

satisfied with where we are 

and expects work to be 

completed soon.  Currently, 

federally licensed firearms 

dealers are required to seek 

background checks on 

potential firearm 

purchasers.  But advocacy 

groups say some of the 

people who sell firearms at 

gun shows are not federally 

licensed, increasing the 

chance of sales to 



customers prohibited by 

law from purchasing a gun. 

The new year brought in 

some snow and colder 

temperatures the past few 

days and that’s helped 

outdoor recreation, 

especially snowmobiling.  

Trails are in rough shape, 

but more are opening with 

the exception of area lakes.  

Today, select trails in Forest 

County with officials noting 

they’re in better shape 

south of Hwy 8 and advise 

checking the county 

website for what’s 

accessible.  Some of the 

trails in Oneida County will 

be open at 8 tomorrow 

morning with notable 

exceptions, like Three Lakes, 

The Hodag and 

Rhinelander trails and 

others.  The county website 

or any of the area 

snowmobile club sites will list 

the marked locations.   

The 12th largest Powerball 



jackpot in the game’s 

history is up for grabs 

tomorrow night.  The prize is 

$334-million, the highest 

since February.  The largest 

total was $590-million in 

May 2013.  The odds of 

winning by the way are 1 in 

292 million.   
 

  
Wausau police in chase of 
car News 1/4/16 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

 As lawmakers return to the 

Capitol this week to begin 

the final months of the 

legislative session, there are 

no plans to explore possible 

changes to Wisconsin’s 

open records laws before 

they head home for the 

year.  GOP leaders faced 

heavy criticism last summer 

after last minute changes 

were slipped into the state 

budget that would have 

greatly limited public 

access to legislative 

records, including who may 

be influencing the drafting 

of bills. Lawmakers removed 

the provision following a 

massive public outcry, and 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-budget-provision-adds-exemptions-to-open-records-law/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-senate-deletes-open-records-budget-language/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/07/wisconsin-senate-deletes-open-records-budget-language/


Speaker Robin Vos said it’s 

not something he plans to 

revisit soon.  

 

A traffic stop turned into a 

short pursuit and has the 

driver in critical condition.  

Wausau police attempted 

to pull the 29-year old man 

over downtown Saturday 

afternoon when he sped 

off, crashing into the 

Wausau Center Mall 

seconds later.  Officials say 

alcohol was involved in the 

incident and the man, 

who’s wanted on an 

outstanding warrant, may 

also be charged with a 6th 

OWI, operating while 

revoked and fleeing an 

officer.   

Some adjustments were 

made because of ice 

conditions on Lake 

Minocqua, but the 9th 

annual Chill Out over the 

weekend was another 

success.  Over $17,000 was 



raised for the Children’s 

Miracle Network Saturday 

as jumpers, many in 

costume, took to the frozen 

water for charity.  The event 

is sponsored by Lake of the 

Torches, The Thirsty Whale, 

Woodruff Ace Hardware 

and NRG Media.   

The Minnesota Vikings won 

the NFC North by holding 

on for a 20-13 win Sunday 

night over the Green Bay 

Packers. 

 

  
State lawmaker wants to 
crack down on OWI drivers News 1/4/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 A state lawmaker wants all 

types of O-W-I offenses to 

be used against a person 

when setting penalties. 

Assembly Republican Andre 

Jacque of De Pere is 

preparing a bill to let drunk 

driving arrests for motor 

vehicles, boats, and 

snowmobiles be considered 

together when determining 

a person's total number of 

offenses. Jacque also says 

his bill would make 



penalties apply to all types 

of vehicles, so a person with 

a license suspension for 

driving a car while drunk 

would also have boating 

and snowmobile privileges 

cut off. 

Health officials in north 

central Wisconsin say they'll 

do more to crack down on 

tobacco sales to youngsters 

under 18. That's after four-

of-29 businesses in Lincoln 

County sold cigarettes to 

minors last year, which 

followed no such sales in 

2013. Corie Zelazoski of the 

Northwoods Tobacco-Free 

Coalition says new state-

issued I-Ds make it very easy 

to spot minors, as they have 

yellow bars which read 

"Under-18" until their 

birthdays of adulthood. 

Zelazoski also says there are 

online tools to help retailers 

train their workers to avoid 

illegal underage tobacco 

sales. More information is 



available online at 

Smokecheck-Dot-Org. 

Wednesday night's 

Powerball drawing will have 

the game's sixth-largest 

jackpot in history at 400-

million dollars. Nobody won 

the top prize on Saturday 

night. Tickets sold in 

Janesville, New Berlin, and 

Abbotsford won the game's 

third-prize of 50-thousand 

dollars each, and more 

than 40-thousand Wisconsin 

tickets won smaller prizes.  
 

  
State traffic deaths 
increased in 2015 News 1/5/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Several pro-life groups are 

calling for action on a 

package of bills in Madison 

that would ban the sale of 

aborted fetal tissue in the 

state and put new limits on 

funding for abortion 

providers.  The groups have 

launched television ad 

campaigns in parts of the 

state calling on the 

Assembly to schedule a 

floor vote for one of the 

bills, which would ban on 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYtVGecIctQ&feature=youtu.be


the sale of tissue collected 

during abortion procedures.  

The legislation cleared 

committees last fall, but 

appears to have stalled 

due to concerns it could 

halt ongoing medical 

research being done in the 

state.  Pro-Life Wisconsin, 

Wisconsin Family Action, 

and Wisconsin Right to Life 

have indicated they plan to 

ratchet up pressure on 

lawmakers to act on the 

bills before the session ends 

this spring. 

 

Wisconsin traffic deaths 

increased by 13 percent in 

2015.  The state ended the 

year with 556 fatalities, up 

from 494 in 2014. 

Department of 

Transportation officials said 

warm spring weather, 

cheap gas and an 

improving economy likely 

contributed to more 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/10/senate-panel-approves-fetal-tissue-research-restrictions/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/10/senate-panel-approves-fetal-tissue-research-restrictions/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/08/gop-lawmakers-spar-with-uw-over-fetal-parts-bill/
http://www.wrn.com/2015/08/gop-lawmakers-spar-with-uw-over-fetal-parts-bill/


vehicles on the road and 

miles traveled.  

 A new Army unit is heading 

from Wisconsin to Iraq. The 

unit will add to the Army's 

101st Airborne Division, 

based at Fort Campbell. 

They're part of a first-ever 

Army initiative to integrate 

National Guard and 

Reserve soldiers into an 

active duty unit. The 

Wisconsin soldiers are 

deploying to Iraq and 

Kuwait to help train Iraqi 

forces as part of about 500 

soldiers from 101st Airborne 

Division (Air Assault) 

Headquarters.  
 

  
Paul Ryan speaks News 1/5/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 House Speaker Paul Ryan 

of Janesville calls President 

Obama's new gun control 

measures "a dangerous 

level of executive over-

reach." The president took 

executive action yesterday 

to boost the numbers of 

firearm sales that require 



buyers' background 

checks, adding weapons 

sold online and at gun 

shows. The Justice 

Department will consider 

everyone in the business of 

selling weapons to be 

actual dealers, regardless 

of whether they sell guns 

themselves.  Ryan says no 

change the president 

considers would have 

prevented gun tragedies, 

and this measure would 

target law-abiding 

Americans and intrude in 

their lives. 

A third body has been 

recovered, and one is still 

missing at last word from 

Sunday's drowning incident 

near East Troy in Walworth 

County. Sheriff Kurt Picknell 

says the unidentified third 

victim was pulled from Mill 

Lake yesterday afternoon.  

Officials say about a dozen 

friends were visiting a 

friend's cabin when the four 



drowning victims -- 

reportedly drinking and not 

wearing life jackets -- took 

off for an overnight canoe 

ride and never returned. 

A new Wisconsin law will 

make life easier for charities 

and local governments with 

building projects.  Non-

profit groups no longer 

have to acquire the 

materials used in the 

projects -- and the 

contractors they hire can 

get those items themselves. 

What the new law does is 

extend the existing sales-

and-use tax exemptions for 

non-profits to their 

contractors -- which 

lawmakers say will reduce a 

lot of government red tape 

on the part of schools, 

churches, local 

governments, and others.  
 

  
Northland Pines school 
looking to test students for 
drugs News 1/6/16  6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Not many schools in the 

state randomly test students 

for drugs.  But the Northland 

Pines district is looking at it.  



Administrators and the 

Policy committee met 

yesterday with officials from 

Crivitz , where testing 

began this fall and 

Medford, where testing has 

been ongoing since 1999.   

Only students in extra-

curricular activities or 

driving to school would be 

tested.  Officials say a lot of 

questions need answers 

before moving forward with 

any plans, with a goal to 

keep students from using 

drugs in the first place. 

 

Another legislative 

committee overwhelmingly 

approved a bill prohibiting 

people from bothering 

hunters in the woods. 

The Senate's sporting 

heritage committee 

approved the measure 

yesterday, clearing the way 

for a full vote on the Senate 

floor. The Assembly's natural 

resources committee 



passed it in November, 

setting up a vote in that 

chamber, too. 

 

Another popular winter 

event’s been affected by 

the weather as officials with 

the St. Germain Radar 

Races pushing back the 

dates.  Originally set for the 

end of the month on the 

west bay of Little St. 

Germain Lake, it’s now 

February 12th &13th with two 

backup locations if 

needed.  Organizers 

stressed safety is the primary 

concern.   

 

Mills Fleet Farm has been 

sold to New York-based 

KKR, one of the country’s 

largest investment firms. 

 Fleet Farm, based in 

Brainerd, Minnesota, has 35 

retail stores in Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Iowa and North 

Dakota, employing 6,000 

people.  In October Fleet 



Farm officials announced it 

needed to look for outside 

sources for capital to 

expand. 

 

 
Gov. Walker wont pardon 
murderer News 1/6/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 A late-arriving winter could 

mean fewer snowmobile 

deaths in Wisconsin. The 

state recorded its first death 

of the season last Friday just 

north of Rhinelander, four 

days after most of Wisconsin 

picked up its first major 

snow.  Last year, Wisconsin 

had five snowmobile 

deaths by this time -- but 

there were only 12 for the 

entire season, the lowest 

since.  The D-N-R says 

alcohol and high speed 

cause most snowmobile 

fatalities -- and Wisconsin 

has had a night-time speed 

limit of 55 for almost a 

decade. 

  If Steven Avery gets 

pardoned, Governor Scott 

Walker will not be the one 

to do it. The Republican 



Walker has refused to issue 

pardons throughout his 

more than five years in 

office. And he won't make 

an exception now, after the 

Netflix series "Making a 

Murderer" raised doubts 

about the convictions of 

Avery and his nephew 

Brendan Dassey in the 

brutal slaying of Teresa 

Halbach in Manitowoc 

County in 2005. Because 

Avery and Dassey were 

convicted in state courts, 

only Walker can pardon 

them. The governor says 

those who think they're 

wrongly convicted should 

go petition the higher 

courts. 

All three candidates for the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

filed their required 

nomination papers by 

yesterday's deadline.  

Justice Rebecca Bradley, 

Appeals Judge Joanne 

Kloppenburg, and 



Milwaukee Judge Joe 

Donald all have well more 

than the two-thousand 

valid signatures needed to 

get on the February 16th 

primary ballot.  The top two 

vote-getters square off April 

fifth for a full ten-year term 

on the state's highest court. 
 

  
Local snowmobile trails are 
in rough shape News 1/7/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Snowmobile trails are in 

rough shape with few lakes 

even marked yet across the 

north.  Forest County has 

already closed some routes 

while Three Lakes gets set to 

open tomorrow morning.  

The town board also 

granted temporary 

permission to operate on 

town roads until Tuesday, 

February 19th or until the 

lakes can be property 

marked.  Officials stress 

safety when riding and to 

avoid the water where ice 

conditions vary widely, 

even on the same bodies of 

water.  Also to check 

conditions ahead of time 



before venturing out. 

Michigan State Police say a 

Salem, Wisconsin man died 

in a snowmobile crash.  21-

year old Christopher 

Houchin died Tuesday 

when his machine left a trail 

near Copper City in 

Houghton County and 

struck a tree.   

Wisconsin’s getting ready to 

mount a legal challenge 

against President Barack 

Obama’s planned 

executive action on gun 

control.  Governor Scott 

Walker is asking attorney 

general Brad Schimel to 

take any and all legal 

measures available to 

challenge what he calls an 

illegal act.  The president 

unveiled  a series of 

measures this week he says 

are needed to reduce gun 

violence across the country.  

Schimel says the move is 

being used to subvert the 

legislative process. 



No winner in Powerball last 

night and that sets up a pot 

of $675 million for Saturday 

night, making it the largest 

jackpot of any lottery game 

in US history.  The former 

record holder was a $656 

million Mega Millions 

jackpot, won in March of 

2012.   
 

 Wausau man convicted of 
selling heroin that killed a 
person 
 News 1/7/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 House Republicans set up 

an election-year showdown 

with Democrats, when they 

sent their bill to repeal 

Obamacare to a president 

who's expected to veto it.  

In a rare vote by a speaker, 

Paul Ryan joined Wisconsin's 

four other Republicans in 

sending the repeal to 

Obama for the first time 

after the House passed it on 

61 previous occasions. La 

Crosse Democrat Ron Kind 

did not vote, and the state's 

two other Democrats voted 

no to a bill that would also 

take funding away from 

Planned Parenthood.  As 



Ryan put it, "We are 

confronting the president 

with the hard, honest truth -- 

Obamacare doesn't work."  

A Wausau man’s  been 

convicted of providing the 

heroin that killed another 

man 16 months ago. Thirty-

eight year old Michael 

Taylor struck a plea deal 

with Marathon County 

prosecutors by pleading no 

contest to reckless 

homicide in the death of 

Mark Blaskowski from a 

heroin overdose. Taylor also 

pleaded guilty to three 

counts of delivering-or-

manufacturing heroin. 

Three drug-related charges 

and a count of child 

neglect were dropped, but 

Circuit Judge Greg Huber 

will still consider them when 

he sentences Taylor on April 

27th. 

A series of storm systems will 

bring chance of rain , sleet, 

and snow the next few days 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Snow-sleet-rain-then-frigid--364506181.html


with small amounts during 

the daylight hours but 

tonight expect around 4” 

across the North with 1-3” 

through Central Wisconsin.  

Additional amounts are 

likely through Saturday 

when the bottom falls out 

of the thermometer with 

single digit highs much of 

next week. 

 

  
Merrill man in critical 
condition at Madison burn 
center News 1/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 77-year old Merrill man is 

in critical condition at a 

Madison burn center after 

an unattended deep fryer 

in the kitchen started a fire 

yesterday afternoon.  

Several departments were 

dispatched to the home on 

the 400 block of north Mill 

Street just before 1:00.  The 

man’s name has not been 

released. 

Three reports of "suspicious 

subjects" near schools in 

Clintonville yesterday 

prompted police to alert 



parents to use caution 

when dropping off or 

picking up their children.  

One man was observed 

taking photos of an 

elementary school parking 

lot from his car with a 

tablet.  Another incident 

was reported Wednesday 

by two students walking to 

the library and were 

approached by two men in 

a car asking for directions.  

The same men were 

spotted near a school on 

Tuesday.  Police have 

increased patrols in the 

area. 

Indian burial mounds are 

protected in Wisconsin, but 

that may change until bill in 

the Assembly.  The measure 

allows landowners to 

investigate if there are 

human remains and if not, 

there’s no protection.  

Representatives of the Lac 

Vieux Desert band of 

Chippewa as well as other 



tribal leaders and the Great 

Lakes Inter-Tribal Council 

are concerned about it 

and will conduct a rally in 

Madison next week to draw 

attention to the matter. 

The estimated prize for 

tomorrow’s Powerball 

drawing is up to $700-million 

and lottery officials expect 

the buying binge to drive it 

even higher.  It’s already 

the largest jackpot of any 

lottery game in US history.   

 

  
Ban on baiting for hunting 
goes into effect News 1/8/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 A ban on baiting for 

hunting and feeding deer 

for recreational viewing or 

other purposes in Oneida, 

Vilas and Forest counties 

goes into effect Monday.  

The move is due to finding 

chronic wasting disease in a 

deer in Oneida County last 

month.  State law requires 

the ban in counties or 

portions of counties within a 

10-mile radius of an 



infected animal.  As of 

January, baiting and 

feeding deer will be 

prohibited in 41 Wisconsin 

counties.     

The little bit of show 

overnight did little to help 

the snowmobile trails, 

especially since the rain 

matted things down.  Three 

Lakes area trails opened 

this morning, but there are 

some exceptions.  The 

Hodag and Rhinelander 

area trails also opened, 

again with exceptions and 

no lake trails have been 

marked yet in Oneida 

County.   

The state assembly votes 

next week on a bill ending 

Wisconsin’s 33-year old 

moratorium on building 

nuclear power plants.  

Among other things the 

measure would end the 

requirement of a having a 

federal waste site available.  

Supporters point to creating 



clean energy while 

opponents say either wind 

or solar power should be 

explored instead.  

Starting tomorrow , it will be 

easier for most Wisconsinites 

to renew their driver's 

licenses or get new vehicle 

stickers. The D-O-T's Division 

of Motor Vehicles will start 

offering Saturday hours at 

offices in Madison, Eau 

Claire, Wausau, La Crosse, 

and Appleton.  Also, 15 D-

M-V centers will have more 

convenient kiosks for 

obtaining new auto-and-

light truck registrations.  

Many services are also 

offered online. 
 

  
A person in Vilas county dies 
over the weekend News 1/11/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 One person died in a Vilas 

County fire over the 

weekend.  The 911 call just 

after three Saturday 

morning reporting the blaze 

at 1905 Hwy 17 in Phelps.  

Departments from Phelps, 

Conover, Land o’ Lakes 

and Eagle River responded 



and the as yet unidentified 

occupant was found inside.  

A Marathon County 

accident last night killed a 

pedestrian.  The Sheriff’s 

office is investigating how 

the person was struck by a 

semi on Interstate 39 near 

Mosinee.  The accident 

happened around 10:30 in 

the southbound lane near 

mile marker 173 and the 

scene wasn’t cleared until 

3:30 this morning.  No other 

information is available. 

Wind chills could reach 30-

below this morning as 

winter has finally arrived 

across the state.  Advisories 

run through mid-morning for 

much of northern and 

central Wisconsin where 

high temperatures will only 

make the low single digits 

the next several days.  A 

Lake Effect Snow Advisory 

runs through tomorrow 

afternoon for Gogebic and 

Ontanogan counties in the 



U.P.   

Back on November 4th, the 

Powerball Lottery started at 

$40-million.  By Wednesday, 

it will balloon to over $1.3-

billion, making it the world’s 

largest single cash prize.  No 

one matched the numbers 

Saturday night and officials 

say the amount could even 

be higher by the time the 

drawing takes place. 

In sports, a missed field goal 

in the final seconds gave 

Seattle a wild card win over 

the Minnesota Vikings, while 

the Green Bay Packers 

shook off a slow start to 

drop the Washington 

Redskins, 35-18.  They’ll take 

on the Cardinals Saturday 

in Arizona.  
 

  
Merrill man who died in 
crash has been identified News 1/11/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 The 45-year old Merrill man 

who died in a rollover crash 

late Friday afternoon has 

been identified.  Mark 

Peterson was the driver of a 

car with three passengers 

that rolled on the highway 



51 offramp to highway 64.  

Those passengers were able 

to escape but Peterson was 

trapped in the vehicle.  EMS 

personnel treated him at 

the scene but he died a 

short time later at Good 

Samaritan Hospital in Merrill.   

Governor Scott Walker 

wants to make college 

more affordable for 

Wisconsin students. The 

Republican governor is 

laying out his plans today at 

Waukesha County 

Technical College and U-W 

La Crosse. State lawmakers 

don’t know what he has in 

mind but have introduced 

bills in the current session to 

make more scholarship 

funds available and help 

graduates refinance 

student debt that's been 

skyrocketing in recent 

years. Whatever Walker 

proposes may have to 

speed through the 

Legislature in order to pass, 



since the G-O-P Assembly 

leadership has talked about 

wrapping up its business for 

the year next month. 

Lawmakers of both parties 

are getting behind a 

second effort to expand 

the arts as a way of 

boosting Wisconsin's 

economy. A renewed bill 

would provide state funds 

to cover up to one-third of 

the cost of downtown 

development projects, 

public art, workspace for 

artists, art education, and 

related infra-structure.  Arts 

Wisconsin director Anne 

Katz says the bill would 

encourage a "creative 

economy" aimed at 

improving the state's 

quality-of-life -- and she says 

it has a better chance this 

session than last.  
 

 Victim in Phelps fire has 
been identified 
 News  1/12/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The victim of Saturday’s fire 

in Phelps has been 

identified.  44-year old Paul 

Myska was discovered 



inside the home on Hwy 17 

by firefighters.   

41-year old Shannon Wolf of 

Rhinelander took an Alford 

yesterday in Oneida 

County Court, avoiding trial.  

He faced homicide 

charges in the 2003 death 

of Kenneth Wells.  The plea 

means he doesn’t admit to 

the crime but 

acknowledges there’s 

enough evidence for a 

conviction.  He’ll be 

sentenced Friday before 

Judge Michael Bloom. 

The first Democratic 

presidential debate 

following the Iowa 

caucuses will be in 

Milwaukee.  The 

Democratic National 

Committee yesterday 

announced the debate will 

take place February 11th on 

the UW-Milwaukee campus, 

produced by the PBS 

NewsHour.  Gwen Ifill and 



Judy Woodruff will 

moderate.  The Fox Business 

Network hosts the next 

Republican debate 

Thursday in North 

Charleston, SC.   

During cold snaps school 

kids always wonder if it’s 

too cold for classes.  

Yesterday was close early 

but many districts agree it 

must be much colder, 20-

below with a stiff wind 

colder.  Administrators 

maintain heavy snowfalls 

can made the decision to 

close schools easier but 

cold is a different story.  

Safety is the primary 

concern.  Keeping in 

contact with county 

officials and the bus 

services both weigh in the 

decision.  While wind chill 

advisories are posted again 

for much of the state, the 

air temperatures are 

manageable.  Just bundle 



up. 

Retailers, primarily 

convenience stores are 

seeing a huge spike in the 

sale of Powerball tickets.  

Wednesday’s prize is over 

$1.3-billion dollars, now a 

world record.   

 

  
State politics heat up News 1/12/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A state lawmaker's 

departure sets up what 

could be a spirited rematch 

of two other candidates 

from 2012. Assembly 

Republican Dave Heaton of 

Wausau will not seek a 

second two-year term this 

fall, saying he needs to be 

closer to home to help raise 

his three young children. 

Soon after his 

announcement yesterday, 

former Wausau radio host 

Pat Snyder said he would 

try again to win the post as 

a Republican. Snyder, who's 

now the community 

outreach director for 



Congressman Sean Duffy, 

lost to Democrat Mandy 

Wright in 2012. Heaton 

barely defeated Wright two 

years ago by less than 100 

votes, and Wright has 

already announced her bid 

to win back the post in 

November. 

About 32-thousand 

Wisconsin college grads 

would get an average of 

165-dollars in tax breaks 

under the governor's plan 

to make college more 

affordable. Republican 

Scott Walker is explaining a 

package that would end 

limits on student loan 

interest deductions. He also 

proposes an extra million 

dollars in need-based 

grants for technical college 

students and other 

measures  Critics say Walker 

is putting a "small band-aid 

on a national crisis" by not 

letting students re-finance 

their college loans. 



The final total for the 

holiday season’s Salvation 

Army bell ringing in 

Rhinelander passed their 

$30,000 goal by nearly 

$10,000.  Kettle Campaign 

coordinator Kim Swisher 

said they raised $39,257, 

with 86-cents of every dollar 

staying in the area.  The 

Rhinelander Salvation Army 

serves residents with 

emergency assistance for 

housing, transportation and 

medical needs among 

other things.   
 

  
Merrill police looking for a 
suspect News 1/13/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Police in Merrill are looking 

for a person believed to be 

connected to a body 

found in the city.  

Authorities arrived at a 

home on the 500-block of 

Wisconsin street late 

yesterday afternoon and 

began searching for the 

suspect.  There’s no 

updated information this 

morning other than the 

investigation continues and 



there’s no danger to the 

public.   

Meanwhile, the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s 

Department is looking for a 

person involved in a traffic 

accident last night on Hwy 

107 near Tug Lake Road 

between Tomahawk and 

Merrill.  Officials say the 

person fled the scene.    

A bill critics charge could 

lead to desecration of 

Native American burial 

mounds appears to be 

going nowhere — at least 

for now. Even as hundreds 

of tribal members rallied in 

frigid temperatures at the 

Capitol yesterday to 

oppose the controversial 

measure, Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos pulled the the 

legislation.  In short, the bill 

dealt with burial mounds on 

private land where proof of 

human remains should be 

determined to allow 



protection under the law or 

let property owners use the 

land as they see fit.   

This cold snap is helping 

area lakes to stiffen up but 

the lack of snow still has a 

number of snowmobile trails 

closed.  Forest, Oneida and 

Vilas Counties are getting 

the bulk of the activity but 

trails are rough for the most 

part and not all are open.  

In most other areas trails 

remain closed.  Two ice 

fishermen had to be 

rescued by Winnebago 

County officials yesterday 

after being trapped on 

Lake Poygan.   

 

  
A  Christmas tree is problem 
in a fire News 1/13/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A Christmas tree is the 

cause of a fire that 

destroyed a home in Merrill 

last night.  Firefighters got 

the call about 7:00 to the 

home on Third street and 

arrived to find it full of 

flames.  Officials say the 

couple inside tried to put it 



out with a fire extinguisher 

but it grew too quickly.  

There were able to escape 

unharmed.   

Governor Scott Walker says 

staffing levels at Wisconsin 

prisons have been a 

headache for every 

governor since Tommy 

Thompson in the 1980s.  But 

as an investigation 

continues into the alleged 

abuse of juvenile inmates at 

Lincoln Hills, Walker vows to 

make sure there's 

adequate staffing at state 

lock-ups.  Minority 

Democrats want the 

Corrections Department to 

get more funds to correct 

staffing shortages.  That's 

after what they say were 

assaults on guards at adult 

prisons in Portage, Green 

Bay and Racine as well as 

the juvenile facility at 

Lincoln Hills in Irma. During a 

visit to Rhinelander 

yesterday, Walker said extra 



prison funds would come at 

a price -- and they would 

have to be weighed 

against funding priorities for 

education and other state 

needs. 

Two types of children's 

cough syrup are being 

recalled after dosing cups 

with incorrect markings 

were included in the 

packaging, prompting 

concerns that children 

could become sick after an 

accidental overdose.  The 

Perrigo Company is 

voluntarily recalling two 

batches of its children’s 

kwee/avinsen grape liquid 

and three batches of its 

children's kwee/avinesn  

DM cherry liquid.  

 

  
A Merrill man in custody of 
death of man  News  1/14/16 6a,7am,8a 1:30 

 A 19-year old is in custody 

in connection with the 

death of a 55-year old man 

in Merrill Tuesday afternoon.  

Despite broadcast and 

published reports identifying 



the suspect and the victim, 

Merrill Police have not 

officially identified them.  

The body was found in a 

home on the 500 block of 

Wisconsin Street and later 

that day the suspect was 

arrested following a traffic 

accident and held on an 

unrelated probation 

warrant.  Police Chief Ken 

Neff said the cause of 

death is considered 

suspicious and the suspect 

did know the victim.   

 

Assembly Republicans in 

Madison introduced seven 

measures aimed to benefit 

education, healthcare, 

broadband infrastructure 

and the economy of rural 

Wisconsin.  Representative 

Rob Swearingen of 

Rhinelander said the goal is 

to retain and attract 

younger people to the 

smaller, rural communities in 

what’s called the Rural 



Wisconsin Initiative.   

 

Results from the new 

statewide standardized test, 

known as the Badger Exam, 

show persistent racial gaps 

in achievement by public 

school students.  Scores 

released yesterday show 

about 44 percent of 

students in grades three 

through eight are proficient 

or advanced in math, and 

about 51 percent proficient 

or advanced in English 

language arts.  As with 

previous tests, the Exam 

results show racial divides 

between white students 

and students of color.   

Statewide and district-level 

results are not yet available. 

 

Three winning tickets were 

sold and there are reported 

dozens of winners of last 

night’s record $1.6-billion 

Powerball Lottery.  The 

value kept growing since 



November, lasting through 

20 drawings.  Winners were 

sold in California, Florida 

and Tennessee.   
 

  
Names of Lincoln Hills 
staffers revealed News 1/14/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The state Corrections 

Department released the 

names of two Lincoln Hills 

staffers who resigned soon 

after they were put on paid 

leave. Jeffrey Butler quit 

after slamming a metal 

door into a juvenile 

offender's foot in late 

November -- and James 

Johnson also resigned, but 

officials did not say why.  

An agency spokeswoman 

would not release names 

and details of the other 14 

Lincoln Hills staffers who are 

on leave, pending the 

results of a state 

investigation into alleged 

abuses of teen offenders at 

the Lincoln County 

institution in Irma.  

A bill to let Wisconsin 

hunters wear blaze-pink is 

one step closer to 



becoming reality. The 

Senate Agriculture 

Committee voted to send 

the measure to the full 

Senate. The Assembly 

passed the bill in 

November.  A U-W Madison 

expert says blaze pink can 

be seen just as easily as 

blaze orange in the woods -

- and some lawmakers say 

it could encourage more 

women to hunt. But Senate 

Republican Sheila Harsdorf 

of River Falls says she 

doesn't buy that, even 

though she was among 

those endorsing it. 

Republican Senator Tom 

Tiffany of Hazelhurst was 

one of two on the 

committee to vote no. 

Wisconsin will not have a 

finalist in a contest that 

names "America's Best 

Community." Wausau was 

among 50 quarter-finalists, 

but it failed to make the cut 

to 15 semi-finalists About 



150 communities entered 

the contest in 2014, with the 

goal of winning funds for 

projects promoting their 

areas. As a quarter-finalist, 

Wausau gets 50-thousand 

dollars to develop the plans 

it highlighted in its contest 

entry. 
 

 Another Lincoln Co. fire 
  News 1/15/16  6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Another Lincoln County fire, 

this one destroyed a 

garage and significantly 

damaged the attached 

home in the town of Birch 

yesterday morning.  

Firefighters were 

dispatched to the house 

near Hwy 51 and County V 

about 9:00.  A propane 

heater being used in the 

remodeling of a room 

above the garage is the 

likely cause.  No one was 

injured. 

An accident yesterday on 

Hwy 51 in Rib Mountain 

slowed traffic for a while 

but no one was seriously 

hurt, despite one car rolling 



over.  Around 3:30 the three 

vehicle crash slowed 

drivers.  One person was 

transported from the scene 

as a precaution.    

Wisconsin Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says a 

bill allowing concealed 

carry permit holders to 

have weapons on school 

grounds won’t go 

anywhere before the 

session ends.  While he 

supports the idea behind 

the measure, Vos said it’s 

not a top priority for 

lawmakers right now. 

Gun sales in Wisconsin are 

continuing at a face pace, 

with firearms retailers 

reporting they are running 

short of supply in some 

cases. Also, calls to the 

state Department of Justice 

hotline for gun purchase 

background checks are 

running at more than twice 

last year's rate.  

Thirteen tickets sold in the 



state won the Powerball 

third-prize of $50,000 in 

Wednesday night’s 

drawing.  In a week and-a-

half, more than $41 million 

in Powerball tickets were 

sold here, and a portion of 

that goes to property tax 

relief.  The big winners were 

in California, Florida and 

Tennessee with those three 

tickets splitting nearly $1.6 

billion. 
 

  
State corrections officers 
took items after leaving the 
job News 1/15/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Two state corrections' 

officials took thousands of 

dollars of unused vacation 

and other leave pay, after 

they were let go during the 

probe into alleged abuses 

of youth offenders. Former 

Lincoln Hills superintendent 

John Ourada and state 

juvenile corrections 

administrator Paul 

Westerhaus were planning 

to retire this month. But they 

suddenly left in early 

December as the 

investigation at the Irma 



facility heated up. Ourada 

was reported to get more 

than 60-thousand dollars, 

and an amount for 

Westerhaus has not been 

disclosed. 

 Wisconsin's first permanent 

Mexican consulate could 

open by the end of this 

year. Wausau House 

Republican Sean Duffy has 

led an effort since 2014 to 

have the Mexican 

government represented in 

Milwaukee, with a goal of 

fostering more trade 

between Mexican and 

Wisconsin businesses, the 

state’s second largest 

trading partner. Yesterday 

Duffy and other officials 

met with Mexico's North 

American Undersecretary 

Carlos Perez-Verdia to 

discuss a timetable and 

other plans for the 

consulate. 

A timber trade group can 

live with revised tree-cutting 



rules for preserving a bat 

threatened by the fungal 

disease White Nose 

Syndrome. State 

officials joined the timber 

industry in challenging initial 

rules to keep timber 

harvesters at least a 

quarter-mile away from 

nesting trees. Now, Henry 

Schienebeck of the Great 

Lakes Timber Professionals in 

Rhinelander says the cutting 

ban has been reduced to a 

150-foot radius -- and it's 

something loggers can 

work with. The U-S Fish-and-

Wildlife Service posted its 

final rules to help preserve 

the Long-Eared Bat from 

the white nose disease that 

has struck Wisconsin and 29 

other states.  
 

 
Two people die in 
snowmobile accidents over 
the weekend News 1/18/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two people died in 

separate snowmobile 

accidents over the 

weekend.  The Vilas County 

Sheriff’s department 

reported an unidentified 75-



year old man died when his 

machine missed a curve 

and went into the trees on 

South Crystal Lake Road in 

Land o’ Lakes Saturday 

morning.  Later that 

afternoon, Oneida County 

authorities were alerted to 

an accident on the trail 

near Hwy 47 and Wolf 

Road, south of Lake 

Tomahawk.  45-year old 

Paul Burger of Lockport, 

Illinois was pronounced 

dead at the scene where 

his machine left the trail 

and struck a tree.   

A Rosholt family lost their 

home to fire.  Just after 1:30 

Saturday morning 

firefighters were dispatched 

to the home on the 400 

block of Grand Avenue 

West where the lower level 

was already engulfed in 

flames.  Three people were 

inside but made it out safely 

however a woman was 

treated for smoke 



inhalation and a man 

hospitalized for cuts to feet.   

Wal-Mart last week 

announced closing 154 

stores in the US in an effort 

to keep up with 

competition, most of it 

online.  Four of those stores 

are in Wisconsin and all in 

the Milwaukee area.  

Company officials said 

they’ll be opening 300 new 

stores around the world 

next year.   

In sports, Matt Schutz of 

Wausau was the odds on 

favorite to take the 

checkered flag and didn’t 

disappoint, winning the 

Amsoil World Championship 

Snowmobile Derby in Eagle 

River.   

And the Packers season 

ended in the Arizona desert 

Saturday night, falling to the 

Cardinals 26-20 in the NFC 

playoff game. 
 

 
Rhinelander Utility concerns News 1/18/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Rhinelander utility 

customers who’ve 



experienced water and 

sewer lines freezing in the 

past and are being notified 

should begin running a 

small stream of water 

beginning Wednesday.  

Officials say the goal is to 

run water at limited rates 

with select customers to 

control the overall expense.  

The water utility of the city 

can be contacted with 

questions.   

Four more sexual assault 

charges are possible 

against a former central 

Wisconsin doctor who's 

already charged with ten 

other counts. Plover Police 

say they've asked Portage 

County prosecutors to file 

one additional charge of 

third-degree sex assault 

and three more counts of 

fourth degree assault 

agaisnt 45-year-old Wilton 

Calderon. He was recently 

accused of groping, 

fondling, and rubbing 



against seven female 

patients during routine 

exams at the Ministry 

Medical Group's clinic in 

Plover.  

State government offices 

are closed today for the 

Martin Luther King holiday. 

Wisconsin's official tribute to 

the slain civil rights leader 

started at noon at the 

Capitol Rotunda in 

Madison.  A number of 

schools are closed, either 

because of the holiday or 

the bitter cold weather that 

moved in on Saturday. 

Federal agencies are also 

shut down, which means 

that you won't get mail 

delivery. In Appleton, long-

time social justice activist 

Angela Davis will speak 

tonight at Lawrence 

University. 

State labor leaders are 

urging lawmakers to 

reconsider plans to vote this 

week on a bill overhauling 



Wisconsin’s civil service 

system. The Senate is 

expected to approve the 

bill Wednesday, which 

would streamline the hiring 

and firing process for state 

civil service jobs. 
 

 
Wausau woman in the 
hospital from sexual assault News 1/19/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 20-year old woman is in a 

Wausau hospital following 

what police are calling a 

sexual assault and stabbing.  

The incident was reported 

about 4:30 yesterday on the 

city’s west side.  No other 

information is available. 

Governor Scott Walker 

delivers his sixth State of the 

State address tonight and 

Democrats are eager to 

hear it.  Leaders in that 

house say they’ve had little 

face time with Walker, 

saying the last time they 

met was during debates on 

the Milwaukee Bucks arena.  

The governor’s not up for 

re-election this year but the 

entire Assembly is, along 



with half the Senate.  The 

Republican Walker will 

deliver the annual address 

to a joint session of the 

legislature tonight at 7:00.   

A proposed bill requiring 

kids to wear life jackets 

while boating is floating 

through the legislature.  

Wisconsin and Virginia are 

the only two states that 

don’t require it, only 

allowing for life vests to be 

readily accessible for each 

person on a boat.  

Minocqua fishing guide 

Greg Bohn has been a 

strong supporter of the 

measure, written by 

Republican Representative 

Al Ott of Forest Junction .  

The bill would mirror 

requirements on federally 

regulated waterways like 

the Great Lakes or 

Mississippi River where use is 

mandatory.   

A second deer tested 



positive for Chronic Wasting 

Disease at an Oneida 

County shooting preserve. 

 The Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection 

reports the five-year-old 

buck was shot at the Three 

Lakes Trophy Ranch.  A 

three-year-old buck at the 

facility tested positive for 

the disease in November. 

 

 
Gov. Walker delivers State 
of state address tonight News 1/19/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

delivers his sixth annual 

State-of-the-State address 

tonight and it gives the 

second-term Republican a 

chance to re-establish a 

leadership role that 

diminished after his ill-fated 

presidential run a year 

ago. G-O-P Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says 

Walker needs to hit a "re-set 

button" with the speech, 

saying his latest 38-percent 

approval rating reflects 

voter dissatisfaction from his 



White House bid. 

 The Ariens Company will 

not change a policy that 

requires Muslim workers to 

pray during their scheduled 

breaks instead of the 

variable times their religion 

calls for. Meanwhile, the 

Council for American-

Islamic Relations -- which 

met with the Muslim workers 

yesterday -- asks the firm to 

back off until a solution can 

be found.  They say it's 

possible for workers to 

express their faith while still 

having an efficient 

assembly process. Ariens, a 

Brillion company that 

makes snow-blowers and 

lawn mowers, says it's 

sensitive to the Muslims but 

entire lines must shut down 

during prayer breaks -- 

costing up to a-million 

dollars per year.  

A U-S Senate panel votes 

tomorrow on a slight 

compromise to the 2014 



school lunch nutrition rules 

that proved to be 

unpopular in Wisconsin. The 

School Nutrition Association 

says the bill keeps high 

nutrition standards and 

drops "unintended 

challenges."  Wisconsin 

school officials were upset 

about their food revenue 

losses -- and Wausau area 

student Meghan Hellrood 

made international news by 

leading a one-day boycott 

of her school's lunches in 

2014, saying they offered 

tiny portions of processed 

foods to meet calorie limits. 
 

 
People arrested in Forest 
Co. drug bust News 1/20/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Eight people, from 19 to 27 

years old, were arrested 

following a month long 

narcotics investigation in 

Forest County.  Charges 

range from felony 

possession and delivery of 

cocaine and narcotics, 

possessing drug 

paraphernalia and bail 

jumping.  Multiple 



controlled buys were 

conducted across the 

county and led to the arrest 

of Karley Bradley, Jessica 

Donek, Kristen McGeshick, 

Keshia and Marcus Morris, 

Jerad Schneider, Maurice 

Shegonee and Gary 

Williams.  More arrests are 

expected.   

Lakeland High School’s 

football coach is the 

subject of a police 

investigation following a 

complaint.  Administrators 

say Brent Luebke, also a 

special ed teacher, is on 

paid leave pending the 

outcome.  Officials 

wouldn’t comment further 

on the case. 

In his state of the state 

address last night, Governor 

Scott Walker said while 

more people could be 

working, Wisconsin’s in 

good shape.  Walker hit the 

economy, tax relief, 

investing in education and 



college affordability among 

other topics.   Democrats 

responded saying he failed 

to deliver on most major 

issues residents care about. 

An Assembly bill creating 

width and weight 

exemptions for certain 

logging equipment passed 

on a voice vote yesterday.  

The measure, introduced by 

Crivitz Republican Jeff 

Mursau, would allow 

skidders, forwarders, 

harvesters and wheeled 

feller bunchers to travel a 

highway without a permit 

for up to half a mile.  There 

are certain restrictions.  

Currently, vehicles 

exceeding the size or 

weight limits can operate 

without a permit, even to 

just cross a road.  The bill 

was approved by a Senate 

committee last week and 

now moves to the full 

Senate.   
 

 News 1/20/16 12p,5p 1:30 Governor Scott Walker is 



Gov. Walker attending state 
tech schools today 

visiting three Wisconsin 

technical colleges today to 

highlight points he made in 

his State-of-the-State 

address. The Republican 

Walker will  be at schools in 

La Crosse, Green Bay, and 

Wausau. The governor's 

speech from last night 

included a promise to help 

find a job for anybody in 

Wisconsin who wants one -- 

and tech schools help 

provide the necessary 

training. Walker also 

promised to hold listening 

sessions around the state 

over the next year to hear 

people's ideas of where the 

state should be throughout 

the next 20 years.   

Democrats say Walker 

could have offered real 

solutions during his address. 

But Assembly Leaders say 

the G-O-P governor laid out 

"meager crumbs."  

Marshfield Clinic is one step 

closer to building what it 



calls a "hospital of the 

future" in its namesake 

community. Marshfield's 

Plan Commission voted five-

to-one last night to endorse 

conditional use permits for 

a 202-bed hospital across 

the street from the clinic's 

main facility -- and 

Common Council action 

will be the final step. For 

years, Ministry Health Care 

has owned Saint Joseph's 

Hospital, attached to the 

Marshfield Clinic's 

headquarters. Ministry 

attorney Tim Feely says the 

area cannot support a 

second hospital, the current 

one is not at capacity and 

workers are leaving due to 

uncertainty. Clinic lawyer 

Stan Kirschnick says Ministry 

is gradually moving its most 

critical care from Marshfield 

to its Wausau area hospital -

- and the clinic wants to 

maintain a service level 

that Ministry's cutting back 



on. 
 

 
Minocqua police 
investigating a series of 
break ins News 1/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Minocqua Police are 

investigating a series of 

break-ins.  Since January 6th 

several residences were 

broken into along the Hwy 

70 corridor into Lac du 

Flambeau.  Items stolen 

include flat screen TVs, 

sporting goods and large 

amounts of money.  Tribal 

Police are assisting and 

several leads have 

developed.  Anyone with 

information is asked to 

contact either department.   

Police in Wausau are ready 

to close their investigation 

into an alleged stabbing 

incident earlier this week 

because they say it 

probably didn’t happen.  A 

20-year old woman 

claimed she was assaulted 

by a masked man at her 

west side apartment 

Monday and stabbed.  She 

was treated for three 

wounds.   Through the 



investigation officials said 

it’s highly unlikely anyone 

got in to assault the 

woman.     

The Northern Wisconsin 

Initiative to Stop 

Homelessness will join 

homeless coalitions around 

the state in completing a 

count of individuals and 

families needing a place to 

live.  Next week the staff 

and volunteers will count 

persons in shelters as well as 

those on the streets, under 

bridges or similar places not 

meant for human 

habitation.  The information 

will assist communities 

across Forest, Langlade, 

Oneida and Vilas counties 

understand the scope and 

size of local homelessness 

and how to handle it. 

It’s tax season and the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection 

reminds people to know 



who’s preparing your 

paperwork.  Because 

sensitive financial 

information is included, it’s 

easy for scam artists to use 

that information to do 

everything from accessing 

your bank account to 

stealing your returns.   
 

 
Planned parenthood could 
lose state funds News 1/21/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Planned Parenthood of 

Wisconsin would lose seven-

and-a-half million federal 

dollars each year, under a 

pair of bills passed by the 

state Senate.  All 

Republicans on hand voted 

yes and all Democrats 

voted no late yesterday, on 

measures to reduced 

Planned Parenthood's 

Medicaid reimbursements 

for prescription drugs -- and 

to make the group 

ineligible for federal Title-

Ten family planning funds.  

Democrats say the 

reimbursement cuts are 

unconstitutional, because 

they treat Planned 



Parenthood's clinics 

differently than others.  

Republicans say taxpayers 

should not support groups 

that perform abortions, 

even if the funding does not 

involve the procedure.  The 

reimbursement bill now 

goes to the Assembly and 

the Title-Ten funding ban 

goes to Governor Scott 

Walker for his signature. 

The State Supreme Court 

will decide whether a 

former central Wisconsin 

girls' high school basketball 

coach was convicted 

properly in a sex case 

involving a female student.  

Rory McKellips' conviction 

was among 12 cases the 

justices agreed to review 

yesterday.  He was found 

guilty in 2013 of using a 

computer to facilitate a sex 

crime, but a jury found him 

not-guilty of two charges of 

repeated sexual assault 

and exposure to a 15-year-



old girl.  McKellips contends 

that his Marathon County 

trial judge gave the wrong 

instructions to his jury, by 

asking them to determine 

whether a flip phone 

McKellips bought was a 

computer device under the 

law.  A state appeals court 

said Judge Mike Moran 

should have asked if the 

actual use of the phone 

constituted a violation of 

that law. 
 

 
Referendum in Rhinelander News 1/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

If next month’s referendum 

to increase property taxes 

fails, education in 

Rhinelander will not be the 

same.  That dire prediction 

from school district 

administrators and the 

board, who approved 

deep cuts in staff, sports, 

clubs and services.  Voters 

will be asked to exceed 

revenue cap limits by $5-

million a year for three 

years.  Three years ago a 

$4-million request was 



passed and the district has 

to go back to referendum 

to offset the loss of state aid 

to keep operating as it has 

been.  That funding runs out 

at the end of June.  Officials 

point to the state’s funding 

formula as a main problem 

for rural districts, something 

downstate lawmakers have 

been resistant to change.  

The vote is February 16th.   

As the investigation into 

alleged abuses at the 

Lincoln Hills youth 

Correctional facility in Irma 

continues, three more 

employees on 

administrative leave have 

resigned.  All of them this 

week.  The investigation, 

ongoing for more than a 

year, just became public 

last month.  A Lincoln 

County court found there is 

reason to believe crimes 

occurred there including 

sexual assault, physical 

abuse, intimidation of 



victims and witnesses and 

neglect.  A dozen other 

employees remain on 

leave. 

Wisconsin's grey wolves 

would return to state 

control under a bill 

endorsed by the U-S 

Senate's environment 

committee.  It would 

negate a federal ruling 

from 2014 that returned 

wolves from Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, Michigan, and 

Wyoming to the federal 

endangered species list. 

The House passed a similar 

measure. 

 

 
Heavy snow predicted for 
part of the state News 1/22/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Forecasters say Wisconsin 

won’t get the heavy snows 

predicted for the eastern 

third of the country.  Up to 

two-feet of the white stuff is 

possible through Sunday 

and Washington D-C 

appears to be the biggest 

target.  The federal 



government shut down at 

noon today so people can 

hunker down and Congress 

has delayed its scheduled 

Monday votes until late 

Tuesday.  In Wisconsin, the 

National Weather Service 

says north central and 

northeast areas could pick 

up less than one-inch of 

snow today, while places 

along Lake Michigan get 

one-to-two inches of lake-

effect.  Another storm 

system is due to arrive in 

Wisconsin Sunday night, 

with freezing rain and up to 

four-inches of snow 

predicted in the northwest 

part of the state. 

Wausau attorney Lon 

Roberts is the new secretary 

of the state Department of 

Financial Institutions in 

Governor Scott Walker's 

cabinet.  The previous head 

of that agency, Ray Allen, 

becomes the new secretary 

of workforce development.  



Roberts retired recently as 

the president of Wausau's 

Ruder Ware law firm -- and 

Allen spent 18 years in the 

financial institutions agency 

in a number of positions. 

Girl Scout cookies went on 

sale today with order taking 

running through February 

7th.  All of the favorites are 

available this year, like Thin 

Mints and Caramel DeLites.  

Direct sales, like cookie 

booths, start March 5th and 

run through April 3rd.  Girl 

Scouts learn five key skills 

when selling these cookies.  

They are goal setting, 

decision making, money 

management, people skills 

and business ethics.  

 

 
Rhinelander church group 
back home safe News 1/25/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Rhinelander church 

group is back home safe, 

after spending a day 

stranded in the storm that 

hit the east coast with as 

much as 44-inches of snow.  

The 10 students and two 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Girl-Scout-cookies-go-on-sale-Friday-366184341.html


youth group leaders from 

Nativity of Our Lord Parish 

were in Washington, DC for 

the March for Life walk.  

Their bus left early in hopes 

of outrunning the incoming 

storm but ended up stuck 

on the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike where they spent 

23 hours.  The National 

Guard helped in digging 

them out and provided 

water.  Nearly 1200 people 

stuck with them gathered 

for mass.  The bus got back 

underway early Saturday 

night and they arrived back 

in Rhinelander yesterday 

afternoon.   

Wisconsin homeowners are 

being urged to test for 

radon this month, now that 

colder winter weather has 

set in.  Radon is a colorless, 

odorless, radioactive gas 

that is the nation’s second 

leading cause of lung 

cancer. If radon is 

detected, Maloney says it’s 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/radon/index.htm


relatively simple fix by using 

a contractor to install 

specialized systems that 

can help mitigate the gas. 

 

Wisconsin’s public school 

open enrollment 

application period begins 

next week, allowing parents 

to apply for their children to 

attend school in a district 

outside of where they live.  

The deadline is April 29th 

and enrollment is subject to 

space and other limitations 

and is not guaranteed.   

In sports, snowmobile racer 

Cardell Potter won the 

Wausau 525 and TRL Cup 

Final yesterday.  And the 

AFC’s Denver Broncos meet 

the Carolina Panthers of the 

NFC in Super Bowl 50. 

 

 
Janesville Co. expected to 
merge News 1/25/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A merger is expected today 

involving Wisconsin's largest 

publicly-owned company.  

Johnson Controls of 



Glendale will merge with 

the security and fire-

protection firm of Tyco 

International of Ireland -- 

but dollar figures were not 

disclosed. Overseas media 

reports say Johnson 

Controls would officially 

take over Tyco -- and 

Johnson chairman and C-E-

O Alex Molinaroli would 

head the combined 

operation.  Johnson 

Controls has spent the last 

couple of years spinning off 

its manufacturing business 

for car seats.  It would 

become its own publicly-

owned firm while Johnson 

focuses on its core 

businesses of heating-and-

cooling controls for large 

buildings, and making high-

tech auto-and-truck 

batteries. 

Heroin and prescription 

drug abuse is no longer just 

a problem in big cities and 

places along freeways.  



Wisconsin's tourist-

dominated Northwoods will 

receive 52-thousand 

federal dollars over the next 

two years to pay overtime 

for drug officers in seven 

counties -- plus 26 service 

agencies. Statewide, 

officials say opioid deaths 

more than doubled over a 

ten-year period, from 274 in 

2005 to 619 in 2014. 

Improvements to the 

Rhinelander/Oneida Co 

Airport are planned this 

year with the help of a $1.6-

million grant.  A taxiway will 

be extended and 

pavement markings will be 

repainted, both projects to 

enhance safety at the 

facility.  Work is expected to 

be complete this fall. 

Lincoln County’s recreation 

deputy reminds ice anglers 

to police their areas for 

trash.  Officials are finding 

more garbage on the 

water, which can end up 



polluting it.  Deputies and 

DNR wardens say citations 

will be issued in areas are 

not cleaned up.   
 

 
Sting operation puts Wausau 
woman in jail for prostitution News 1/26/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A sting operation in 

Rothschild put two women 

in jail and six others were 

cited for soliciting 

prostitution.  The 

undercover bust used the 

internet to set up the 

meetings.  34 year old 

Lyndy Lucas of Wausau and 

25 year old Courtney Olson 

of Wisconsin Rapids are in 

Marathon County custody.  

Drug charges are also 

pending.   

Democratic lawmakers 

proposed a grant program 

for Wisconsin public college 

students to help cover living 

expenses, tuition, student 

fees and textbooks.  

Students would have to 

maintain a three-point-oh 

grade point average and 

work for three years in 



Wisconsin after graduating.  

If students leave the state 

prior to that or don't 

graduate, the funds would 

roll into a regular student 

loan account.  There is no 

estimate yet for how much 

the plan would cost and 

Republicans control both 

the Assembly and Senate, 

meaning the plan has long 

odds of passing through the 

legislature. 

Police in Germantown say 

they’ve recovered $70,000 

worth of cheese product 

reported stolen last week. 

The cheese was found in 

Milwaukee.  No arrests have 

been made, and police 

aren’t releasing any other 

information.  A semi-trailer 

carrying the cheese was 

stolen from a trucking firm 

early last Friday morning. 

 

A Door County village that's 

been dry for 162 years will 

have two April referendums 



whether to change that.  

Ephraim, north of Fish Creek 

along the Bay of Green 

Bay, will ask residents 

whether to let beer be sold 

and whether wine can be 

sold in restaurants in a 

community that’s the only 

alcohol-free place left in 

the State.  
 

 
Hobby Lobby to open in 
Rhinelander News 1/26/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Democratic presidential 

candidate Bernie Sanders 

says it's wrong for Johnson 

Controls of suburban 

Milwaukee to move its 

headquarters to Ireland to 

save on taxes. The 

commercial heating-and-

cooling giant said 

yesterday it would acquire 

Tyco International of 

Ireland, and keep the 

executive corps in Glendale 

while moving the 

headquarters overseas to 

save 150-million dollars per 

year in taxes. Sanders calls 

the proposed merger "a 

disaster for American 



taxpayers" -- and Wisconsin 

U-S Senate Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin points to 

her recent bill to end 

corporate "inversions" like 

the one planned by 

Johnson Controls.  But G-O-

P House Speaker Paul Ryan 

of Janesville and Wisconsin 

Senate Republican Ron 

Johnson blame the 

American tax code for the 

company's decision. They 

say the 35-percent U-S 

corporate tax rate is hardly 

competitive, as compared 

to Ireland's 12-and-a-half 

percent. 

Rhinelander’s business 

economy gets a boost soon 

with the anticipated 

opening of the new Hobby 

Lobby in the East Pointe 

Center February 8th.   

 Governor Scott Walker's 

campaign repaid the state 

another 135-thousand 

dollars for expenses related 

to his presidential bid last 



year. That brings to 260-

thousand the amount 

repaid to taxpayers for 

various security costs during 

both his 71-day White 

House run and the months 

of preparation for it.  The 

state Administration 

Department says the 

payments include things like 

food, lodging and the use 

of state vehicles for Walker's 

security team.  It does not 

include pay-and-benefits, 

since it's normal for state 

troopers to protect the 

governor wherever he goes 

at state expense -- 

regardless of what he's 

doing. 
 

 
Milwaukee man in custody 
facing federal charges News 1/27/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 23-year old Milwaukee 

man is in custody facing 

federal charges.  Samy 

Mohamed Hamzeh was 

planning a mass shooting at 

a Masonic Temple in the 

city when an FBI sting set 

him up after he bought 

machine guns and a 



silencer from undercover 

agents.  He’d been under 

investigation since 

September.  Recorded 

statement show Hamzeh 

wanting to kill at least 30 

people. 

 

The next step in 

Rhinelander’s Streetscape 

project occurs today as the 

city gets construction bids 

for the planned water, 

sewer and utility upgrades.  

Public meetings have been 

ongoing for a year as 

portions of the downtown 

will be closed as streets and 

parking lots disappear 

during the work that’s 

expected to go into the fall.  

When completed there will 

now be parallel parking on 

the east side of Brown 

Street while the west side 

remains angled.  The city is 

also taking advantage of 

the work and sprucing up 

the business district.  The 



winning bid should be 

announced later next 

month.    

 

Governor Scott walker is 

hinting he’ll seek a third 

term.  He says he’ll wait until 

later this year to make a 

formal decision but said he 

feels he can build off the 

progress the state has been 

making.   

 

Last week, Marshfield’s 

planning commission 

approved two conditional 

use permits for a planned 

$175-million dollar hospital 

expansion.  Last night, the 

city council unanimously 

approved the project, 

allowing Marshfield Clinic to 

add the 202 bed facility to 

its existing east wing of their 

clinic.  Plans are to have the 

hospital open by the 

summer of 2018. 
 

 
Owner of Wis. Paper mills to 
file for bankruptcy News 1/27/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The owner of two large 

paper mills in central 



Wisconsin has filed for 

Chapter-Eleven 

bankruptcy. The Verso 

Corporation, based in 

Memphis, plans to re-

organize and eliminate two-

point-four billion dollars in 

debt. Verso owns the 

former Consolidated 

Papers' plants in Wisconsin 

Rapids and Stevens Point, 

both of which employ 12-

hundred people. 

The US Department of 

Agriculture is accepting 

applications for grants to 

help low and very low 

income rural residents 

repair their homes.  The 

program provides support 

for people to deal with 

housing health and safety 

issues along with energy 

conservation and 

weatherization 

improvements.  

Applications will be 

accepted through mid-

March and more 



information is available at 

the USDA website. 

 A bill to streamline the way 

benefits are given to 

veterans has been 

proposed in Madison.  The 

measure would  transfer the 

duties of the state Veterans 

Affairs Board to the 

agency's secretary -- end 

a requirement that each 

county have its own 

veterans' service office -- 

allow non-veterans to hold 

the posts -- and give some 

of their duties to the state.  

Oneida County veterans 

service officer Tammy 

Walters says the bill would 

let counties share offices 

that would provide less 

personal service to veterans 

who have "different needs" 

than the rest of us.  

The Langlade County 

community of Lily is losing a 

landmark as the 

Department of 

Transportation is set to 



replace the last truss bridge 

in the county.  The bridge, 

along Hwy 52 over the Wolf 

River is 80 years old and 

showing signs of stress.  

Work should run from June 

through August. 
 

 
Lac Veiux Resort closed News 1/28/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Lac Vieux Desert 

Resort/Casino in 

Watersmeet, MI is closed 

after a guest contracted 

Legionnaire's Disease. 

 Water samples tested 

positive for the Legionella 

bacterium and officials 

immediately began 

sanitizing.  The facility will 

not re-open until the water 

is safe.  They also say it's not 

an, "outbreak" since only 

one guest was reported ill. 

 The bacteria is typically 

found in buildings with 

complex water systems and 

cannot be spread by 

human contact.  The 

adjacent restaurant and 

casino are still open 

because they have a 



separate water system and 

tested negative for the 

bacteria.   

 

Police in Wausau are 

looking for a convicted sex 

offender who cut off his 

ankle bracelet.  27-year old 

James Begay has been 

missing since Monday and 

is described as 5-5, 180 lbs 

with brown eyes and 

thinning black hair, if any.  

He was convicted of 

sexually assaulting a 

woman in 2010. 

 

Some portions of the 

Marathon County Parks 

snowmobile trail system will 

finally open.  The Parks 

Department is only opening 

zone 1 tomorrow morning 

at 8:00.  That includes the 

Mountain Bay Trail east of 

Hwy J.  All other zones 

remain closed. 

 

Wisconsin is looking to 



regulate and license 

fantasy gaming websites.  

The measure would require 

the fantasy sports sites to 

register with the state and 

pay a fee.  Supporters say 

it’s intended to provide 

accountability and protect 

the players.  Critics 

however, say it’s potentially 

the largest expansion of 

gambling in Wisconsin 

history.  Industry experts say 

it’s not gambling because 

no luck is involved, just skill. 
 

 
State snowmobile trails not 
in good shape News 1/28/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Snowmobiles are normally 

buzzing through Wisconsin 

as we head into February -- 

but not this year. Only 

about two dozen of the 

state's 72 counties have all 

their trails open, thanks to 

the lack of snow. Much of 

the southeast third of 

Wisconsin got four-to-six 

inches Tuesday -- but other 

than that, snowfalls have 

been sparse since a storm 

around Christmas dumped 



up to 14-inches in parts of 

the state. Most counties 

between Manitowoc and 

Richland Center have all 

their snowmobile trails open 

with fair-to-good conditions 

-- and the same is true in 17 

counties in the northern 

third of the state, with Iron 

County the only one 

reporting excellent 

conditions.  Snow depths 

east of Wausau are only 

five-to-eight inches, even 

though the region normally 

gets more than a foot of 

snow in January alone.  

Winter tourism may get a 

needed boost with 

forecasters watching a 

storm system due early next 

week. 

The Town of Newbold 

continues work on a new 

recreation area.  The area, 

on Ole Lake Road will offer 

a championship disc golf 

course, hiking and 

snowshoe trails and more.  



Most work is expected to 

be finished this year and is 

funded by private 

donations.   

The Wisconsin 

Interscholastic Athletic 

Association made national 

headlines recently with 

regulations banning certain 

chants during high school 

sporting events.  In an open 

letter yesterday, 

Rhinelander Athletic and 

Activities Director Brian 

Paulson wrote he’s seen a 

decline in cheering and 

wants it back, encouraging 

fans to cheer loud and 

proud for the Hodags, with 

respect of course.  
 

Treatment for Rhinelander 
youth dealing with autism will 
be available  
 News 1/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Special treatment for 

children dealing with autism 

will be available in 

Rhinelander.  InterACT 

Centers of Wisconsin plans 

to move into the Taylor Park 

facility on Boyce Drive in 

the next few months.  Their 

center-based model is 



different, rather than using 

the more traditional in-

home therapies, allowing 

kids to experience a school-

like environment, unique 

not only in Wisconsin but 

across the country. 

A two year project to 

expand the Vilas County 

Courthouse was approved.  

The $10-million plan is to put 

up a new building to 

replace the social services 

wing, where the jail was 

located.  The Commission 

on Aging and Health 

Department will also be 

back in the same facility.  

The county board hopes to 

bid out the work later this 

summer. 

The Weinbrenner Shoe 

Company in Merrill was 

evacuated yesterday for a 

fire.  The call came in 

around 1:30 and firefighters 

quickly contained the blaze 

in some ductwork.  Little 

damage was reported.   



Downtown Grocery in 

Wausau re-opens today in 

the Wausau Center Mall 

after fire last September 

damaged their building on 

Third Street.   

The Rhinelander Chamber 

of Commerce recognized 

their membership with the 

Business of the Year Awards.  

Diane’s Frame Shoppe was 

honored in the retail 

division, the tourism and 

convention award went to 

the Clear Lake Inn & Resort, 

Nicolet College was cited 

as the professional and 

industrial business  and 

ArtStart honored as the 

Non-profit of the year.  The 

community volunteer was 

Tom Jerow.  The awards 

were part of the chamber’s 

annual dinner and meeting 

last night. 
 

 
Union membership in Wis. 
Continues to drop News 1/29/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Union membership 

continues to drop in 

Wisconsin, as about one-of-

every-12 workers are now a 



part of organized labor. The 

U-S Bureau of Labor 

Statistics shows 223-

thousand Wisconsin 

employees were unionized 

last year, down from 306-

thousand in.  Wisconsin 

union membership has 

fallen since Governor Scott 

Walker virtually eliminated 

collective bargaining for 

most public employees 

through his Act-Ten in 2011.  

U-W Madison labor historian 

Will Jones says he does not 

believe last year's adoption 

of a right-to-work law had 

anything to do with the 

recent decline, since it 

won't affect private sector 

groups until their current 

contracts expire.  

Almost six of every ten 

Wisconsin voters say their 

public schools are not 

getting enough money 

from the state. The new 

Marquette Law School poll 

shows 55-percent would be 



inclined to vote in favor of a 

referendum raising their 

taxes above the state's 

revenue caps. Thirty-five 

percent say they'd be 

inclined to vote no.  

Rhinelander voters see a 

school referendum next 

month.   

Record numbers of 

Wisconsin bear hunters will 

hit the woods this fall. The 

Natural Resources Board 

authorized eleven-

thousand-500 bear-hunting 

permits this week, with a 

maximum quota of 47-

hundred-50 for seasons in 

September and October.  

D-N-R wildlife biologist Dave 

MacFarland of Rhinelander 

says the goal is to reduce 

the bear population in 

northwest Wisconsin, and 

keep it stable south of a line 

from New Richmond to 

Merrill to Marinette along 

Highway 64. Wisconsin 

hunters take more black 



bears than any other state, 

with record harvests in each 

of the last seven years. 
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Snowmobile accident claims 
the life of a woman News 2/1/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A snowmobile accident 

over the weekend claimed 

the life of a 55-year old 

woman.  The accident, 

around 7:00 Saturday night 

was reported on Solberg 

Lake, east of Phillips.  She 

was driving across the lake 

and reportedly struck the 

shore and  was thrown off 

the machine.  She died a 

short time later at 

Flambeau Hospital in Park 

Falls.   

Management plans for the 

Willow Flowage Scenic 

Waters Area will be open 

for public review.  The DNR 



has been gathering 

feedback the last year on 

the plan, which is required 

to be reviewed every 15 

years.  Four new issues will 

be addressed including, 

boundary modifications, 

additional use for motorized 

use of Iron Gate road, 

camping options on the 

Lower Tomahawk River and 

the potential for a new 

boat landing on the west 

side of the flowage.  The 

review and comment 

period is open until 

February 22nd and the draft 

is available on the DNR 

website.   

Meanwhile, the DNR 

launched a statewide effort 

to hire about 72 deputy 

conservation wardens and 

rangers for part time 

positions.  The joint process 

includes the DNR’s Bureau 

of Law Enforcement, 

Division of Forestry and the 

Parks program.  The 



applications deadline is 

February 17th.  The 

department will conduct a 

warden information session 

this Friday in Eau Claire.  

Information is available  on 

the department site online. 

Wisconsin’s 8th district 

Congressman Reid Ribble 

will not seek reelection.  He 

released a statement 

Saturday saying he’d 

accomplished everything 

he promised to do when 

first elected in 2010.  The 

district covers the 

northeastern part of the 

state. 
 

  
Traffic fatality in Shawano 
Co.  News 2/1/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 After more than a year of 

being courted by 

candidates, neighboring 

Iowa gets the first word on 

the race for the White 

House tonight. Governor 

Terry Branstad expects 

record turnouts for the 

parties' nominating 

caucuses. Wisconsin 

Governor Scott Walker, who 



led the G-O-P polls in Iowa 

for six months last year, can 

only imagine what might 

have been -- although 

some Iowans say they'd 

vote for him if he was still 

running. The final Des 

Moines Register-Bloomberg 

poll has Donald Trump 

leading Ted Cruz -- while 

Democrat Hillary Clinton 

has a slight edge over 

Bernie Sanders. 

Law enforcement in 

Shawano County reported 

a traffic fatality this morning 

on Hwy 55 southeast of 

Shawano.  A woman driving 

a southbound car lost 

control and struck a 

northbound semi.  She was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  Traffic was rerouted 

most of the morning from 

the accident.   

The Ashland School district 

is going to referendum in 

April.  The proposed $34 

million in bonding would be 



used for improvements 

including "additions for 

classrooms and learning 

space; remodeling and 

modernization; technology, 

safety and security 

improvements, a new 

fieldhouse and more." 

The National Weather 

Service has issued a Winter 

Storm Warning effective 

until 9:00 Wednesday 

morning for the counties of 

Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, 

Menominee and Oneida, a 

Winter Storm Warning 

effective until 6:00 AM 

Wednesday for the counties 

of Adams, Clark, Juneau, 

Marathon, Portage, 

Shawano, Taylor, 

Waupaca, Waushara and 

Wood, and a Winter Storm 

Watch effective until Noon 

Wednesday for Vilas 

County, and a Winter Storm 

Watch until 6am for Price 

County. 
 

  News  2/2/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30  Old man winter finally has 



Winter weather to hit the 
area 

his act together and brings 

the season full force to the 

entire broadcast area 

today.  Storm warnings are 

already posted as 

conditions will quickly 

deteriorate as the snow 

begins later this morning, 

leading at times to whiteout 

and blizzard conditions.  

Schools throughout Central 

Wisconsin have been 

closing in advance of the 

storm.  Snowfall totals will 

average 6-9 inches in most 

locations with a few getting 

close to a foot.  Stay with 

this station for all your 

weather information of visit 

its webpage to stay up to 

date. 

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, a fiery 

conservative, swept to 

victory in Iowa's Republican 

caucuses yesterday, 

overcoming billionaire 

Donald Trump and a 

stronger-than-expected 

showing by Florida Sen. 



Marco Rubio. Among 

Democrats, Bernie Sanders 

rode a wave of voter 

enthusiasm to a virtual tie 

with Hillary Clinton, long 

considered her party's front-

runner.  Less than half a 

percent separate them, 

with Clinton declaring 

victory. 

With the first statewide 

election of the year just two 

weeks away, state officials 

are ramping up efforts to 

make sure the public is 

once again ready to 

comply with the state’s 

voter ID requirement.  The 

law passed by the 

legislature in 2011 was used 

in just a single spring 

primary, before a series of 

lawsuits put it on hold for 

much of the last four years. 

A court decision last spring 

cleared the way for it to 

finally take effect though, 

with the February 16 state 

Supreme Court primary the 

http://www.wrn.com/2015/03/us-supreme-court-declines-to-take-wisconsin-voter-id-case/


first time it will be back in 

place statewide. 
 

  
Schools closed due to heavy 
snow News 2/2/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Most of Wisconsin's K-12 

schools did not wait for the 

snow to arrive before 

deciding to close today.  

Many administrators called 

off classes last night, amid 

forecasts of up to 12-inches 

in most of the state from 

mid-day through tomorrow 

morning.  Green Bay is the 

largest district in the Badger 

State to shut down -- and 

Madison and Milwaukee 

schools remain open amid 

forecasts of one-to-four 

inches of snow with rain 

mixed in. This is the first 

"snow day" for many 

Wisconsin schools, since the 

only other one-foot storm 

came during the students' 

holiday vacations.  It used 

to be that Wisconsin schools 

would budget three snow-

days before extending the 

school year into June for 

four-or-more closings -- but 



a new state law from the 

last session ended the 180-

day classtime mandate, 

while continuing total 

minimum hours. 

An autopsy today for a 

Merrill woman who survived 

a high-speed drunk driving 

crash in 2012 should reveal 

why she died from a fall 

over the weekend. The 

Lincoln County coroner says 

34-year-old Jerrica Woller 

died Sunday morning, soon 

after she slipped-and-fell at 

a home in Merrill.  Alcohol 

was involved -- but no other 

information is available.  

Woller was a sister of Jessica 

Hartwig, who died along 

with Misty Glisch in June of 

2012 in a car that Ashley 

Baumann crashed while 

going over 100-miles-an-

hour while drunk. Baumann, 

who's now 28, was sent to 

prison for seven years -- and 

she's due back in court April 

14th on an appeal of her 



conviction. 
 

  
Snowstorm not as big as 
predicted News 2/3/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Despite forecasts of 

double-digit snowfalls and 

blizzard-like conditions, 

parts of the state ended up 

with nothing but a slight 

inconvenience.  

Rhinelander tallied about 

two inches with virtually no 

wind while Wausau picked 

up nearly six inches, five in 

Merrill and Minocqua 

enough snow to cancel 

school in the district.  Travel 

is slow however this morning 

on the roads.   Prescott in 

far western Wisconsin had 

eleven-point-four inches, 

while Bloomington, 

Minnesota took top snowfall 

honors from the storm with 

12.5” inches.    

The Oneida Country District 

Attorney is now reviewing 

reports from Minocqua 

Police regarding Brent 

Luebke.  The Lakeland High 

School teacher and 



football coach has been 

administrative leave since 

early January pending an 

investigation into alleged 

complaints of child 

enticement.  The DA has 

yet to file any formal 

charges. 

Fire early yesterday morning 

destroyed a rural Marathon 

County home.  Several 

departments responded 

about 3:30 to the house on 

Hwy 153 in the Town of 

Cleveland, near Stratford.  

The family was able to 

escape unharmed and the 

Red Cross is assisting with 

housing and personal items.   

There's a report that a 

supervisor at the Lincoln 

Hills' juvenile institution is still 

on the job, despite holding 

an offender's arm while a 

bone was broken last April.  

Kyle Hoff is not among 20 

Lincoln Hills employees on 

paid leave while the state 



Justice Department look 

into alleged abuse, 

neglect, and sexual assaults 

of teens at the state's 

facility near Irma. Hoff has 

not commented, and a 

state corrections' 

spokeswoman says the 

broken bone incident 

remains under investigation.  

 

  
Tougher penalties for lying to 
get state benefits News 2/3/16 12n,5p 1:30 

  A Wisconsin police chief 

says local officers are the 

first line of defense against 

domestic terrorists, and the 

federal government should 

recognize that by putting 

up more training funds.  

Wally Sparks of the Everest 

Metro police force near 

Wausau was invited to 

testify in Washington 

yesterday to the Senate's 

Homeland Security 

Committee, chaired by 

Wisconsin Republican Ron 

Johnson.  Sparks says all 

police agencies need basic 

training to respond to 



active shooters -- and that's 

not happening, especially 

in smaller communities.   

The chief also says 

government policies 

discourage law 

enforcement groups to 

share "critical" information, 

and that also needs to 

change. 

Wisconsinites could soon 

face tougher penalties for 

lying to get unemployment 

benefits.  The Assembly 

public benefits panel voted 

yesterday to raise the 

maximum fine from 500-

dollars to ten-thousand for 

lying on jobless benefit 

applications.  Jail terms 

would rise from the current 

maximum of 90 days to nine 

months for fraud of less than 

25-hundred dollars, with 

higher penalties for more 

fraud.  The Republican bill 

was among dozens which 

had committee votes or 

public hearings yesterday, 



as lawmakers hustle to end 

their current session in 

March.  Among other 

things, bills were endorsed 

to make it easier build on 

dry lake beds -- force 

health care providers to 

report evidence of child 

sexual contact to welfare 

agencies as abuse -- and 

grant state tax breaks for 

certain research by 

companies in clusters of 

targeted industries. 

Rhinelander High School’s 

mock trial team defends its 

29th consecutive Regional 

title next week at the 

Marathon County 

Courthouse. 
 

  
Bids submitted for downtown 
Rhinelander project News 2/4/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s downtown 

project may have a 

contractor.  Five bids were 

received this week for the 

nearly $10-million 

infrastructure improvement 

project.  The city’s finance 

committee will recommend 

Kruczek Construction of 



Green Bay, submitting the 

low bid of $7.7 million.  The 

remainder of the project will 

be funded by grants and 

other means.  Construct 

begins this spring.  Officials 

are planning another public 

meeting on the plans in the 

coming weeks. 

 

No devices were found 

after a bomb threat was 

called in last night to the 

Manitowoc County 

courthouse and Sheriff’s 

Department.  The caller 

referenced getting, “justice 

for Steven”, referencing the 

attention drawn to a 10-

year old murder case 

profiled on a Netflix series.  

The threat claimed a bomb 

was inside the Sheriff’s 

office and a vehicle in the 

parking lot was loaded with 

explosives.  The all clear 

was given around 9:00.   

 

Snow the last couple days 



will allow Marathon County 

to open the remainder of its 

snowmobile trails.  At eight 

this morning all trails in zones 

1-2-3 & 5 will open.  Zone for 

at 8am tomorrow.  ATV 

trails, according to the 

Parks and Rec Department, 

could be open by next 

weekend. 

 

Thousands of hockey 

players and fans take to the 

ice of Dollar Lake in Eagle 

River for this weekend’s 11th 

annual Labatt Blue, USA 

Hockey National 

Championships.  Twenty-

four rinks are ready for the 

nearly 280 teams from 

around the world.  The 

tournament began in 2006 

with 40 teams on six rinks 

and last year evolved into 

330 teams with more than 

2300 players in 19 divisions.     
 

  
Lincoln Hill supervisor 
cleared of wrongdoing  News 2/4/16 12n,5p 1:30 

  State officials now say a 

supervisor at the Lincoln Hills 

juvenile facility was cleared 



of wrongdoing, soon after 

he was involved in an 

incident in which an 

offender's arm was broken.  

A retired staffer recently 

said Kyle Hoff was helping 

to hold a disruptive 

offender as his handcuffs 

were being removed last 

April -- and it caused the 

teen to receive a broken 

bone.  Hoff was not among 

20 Lincoln Hills employees 

on paid leave, as the state 

continues to look into 

alleged abuses against 

teen offenders at the 

facility near Irma.  

The final numbers are in 

from this week's snowstorm 

in Wisconsin -- and the two-

day totals are up to 16-

point-six inches at Gile near 

the Michigan border in Iron 

County.  Much of the 

northern third of the  State 

picked up nine-to-12 inches 

since Tuesday and that has 

snowmobilers excited 



about hitting the trails. One 

groomer in central 

Wisconsin says the new 

snow, plus colder 

temperatures, are creating 

a solid base that will keep 

the trails in good shape for 

a long time. Most of 

Marathon County's 

snowmobile trails are 

opening this (Thursday) 

morning, along with trails to 

the south in Dane County. 

We'll find out later this 

month how Wisconsin's 

eleven Indian tribes are 

doing. Lac Courte Oreilles 

chairman Mic Isham will 

deliver the 12th annual 

State-of-the-Tribes address 

February 16th, in the state 

Assembly chamber.  

Speaker Robin Vos says it 

helps identify areas of 

mutual interest between 

the state and the tribal 

governments, so they can 

work together to "address 

shared concerns."  
 



  
More Forest Co. drug busts News 2/5/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Forest County’s ongoing 

drug investigations have led 

to more arrests.  Four 

people are in custody for 

dealing cocaine and 

prescription drugs.  Arrested 

were 32-year old Trymane 

Fraley and 27-year old Akil 

John, both of Milwaukee, 

26-year old Thomas Kabke 

of Menasha, and 31-year 

old Amanda Daniels of 

Crandon.  Officials with the 

sheriff’s department say 

more arrests are likely as the 

investigations continue.   

Nearly 170 inmates as the 

Lincoln Hills School in Irma 

are being transferred to a 

secure detention center in 

Milwaukee.  A state of 

emergency was declared 

yesterday and a circuit 

court judge ordered a 

team of human service 

workers and other staff to 

the facility to begin the 

transition.  Safety concerns 

were prompted by an 



ongoing federal and state 

investigation into 

allegations of abuse, 

neglect, sexual assault and 

excessive use of force. 

Accused of bringing a 

loaded gun to school, 17-

year old Keanan Brown is in 

the Marathon County Jail.  

Wausau police were tipped 

that Brown may have had a 

stolen weapon in his 

possession at the Wausau 

Alternative High School on 

the North Central Technical 

College campus on 

Wednesday.  It was found 

in his jacket pocket.  He 

faces two felony and three 

misdeameanor charges 

and is back in court next 

week. 

After flushing and 

inspecting their water 

system, The Lac Vieux 

Desert Hotel in Watersmeet 

is back open.  The facility 

was closed nearly two 

weeks ago when a guest 



was diagnosed with the 

bacteria that causes 

Legionaires disease.  The 

adjacent restaurant and 

casino wasn’t affected 

because they’re on a 

different water system.   
 

  
Suspects identified in sting 
of break ins in the Minocqua 
area News  2/5/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Minocqua and Lac du 

Flambeau Tribal Police 

have two persons of interest 

identified in a string of 

break-ins over the last 

month.  Since the 

beginning of the year 

officials have been 

investigating a number of 

forced entries to residences 

along the Hwy 70 corridor 

between the two 

communities with flat 

screen TV’s, sporting goods 

and large amounts of 

money taken.  Several 

search warrants recently 

turned up some of the items 

reported stolen.  The 

investigation continues as 

several more leads have 

developed and officials are 



asking for anyone with 

information to come 

forward.   

A new initiative providing 

free college tuition for 

qualified high school 

graduates was announced 

this morning by Northcentral 

Technical College in 

Wausau.  The NTC Promise 

will help local high school 

seniors realize their dream 

of attending college while 

reducing the financial 

barriers.  The 

announcement was made 

during the School to Career 

Partnership meeting with 

area K12 administrators. 

A maker of logging 

equipment in northern 

Wisconsin might not be 

closing after all.  Caterpillar 

said a week ago it would 

close its facility in Prentice, 

leaving 220 employees 

without jobs.  Those workers 

got encouraging news 

yesterday, when Ritalka 



Incorporated said it's 

negotiating to buy the 

Prentice brand that's been 

around since 1945.  Ritalka 

owner and C-E-O Kevin 

Wald said he's been trying 

since last fall to buy the 

plant -- and hopes a deal 

can be finalized by the end 

of this year.  Ritalka 

provides numerous 

engineering-and-

manufacturing services at 

ten facilities. 
 

  
Snowmobile fatality in 
Phelps News 2/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A snowmobile fatality was 

reported in the Town of 

Phelps over the weekend.  

A 911 call came into the 

Vilas County Sheriff’s 

Department about 10:40 

Saturday night about the 

accident near Muskrat 

Creek Road and Blong 

Road.  The driver of the 

machine was running off 

the marked trail on the 

road when he struck and 

embankment at an 

intersection and hit a tree.  



He was pronounced dead 

at the scene.  The victim 

has not yet been identified.   

More than one dozen cars 

and trucks fell through the 

ice at Lake Geneva's 

Winterfest Saturday.  

Witnesses say there wasn't 

much to do but stand by 

and watch the vehicles 

sink.  Some people rushed 

out and tried to rescue cars 

that hadn't sunk yet.  

Nobody was injured.  The 

Lake Geneva Fire 

Department says people 

weren't told to park on the 

ice, which was apparently 

not as thick as it looked. 

Governor Scott Walker was 

in Weston at the NRA and 

Wisconsin FORCE Annual 

Convention Saturday 

afternoon to sign a bill lifting 

the ban on switchblade 

knives.  Walker says 

freedom, safety and 

heritage were all reasons 

for signing the bill. 



Former Green Bay Packers 

quarterback Brett Favre 

became the 24th member 

of the organization to be 

voted in the Pro Football 

Hall of Fame and just the 

fifth to do it in his first year of 

eligibility. 

The number one rated 

defense shut down the top 

ranked offense last night as 

the Denver Bronco 

dropped the Carolina 

Panthers 24-10 in the Super 

Bowl.   
 

  
Wis. Internet providers to get 
money for service News  2/8/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 Three Wisconsin Internet 

providers will get 570-million 

federal dollars over the next 

five years to speed up their 

service to rural areas. The 

State is getting the nation's 

second-highest grants 

under the F-C-C's Connect 

America Fund -- only 

California is getting more. 

Century Link gets 330-million 

dollars to provide fiber-

optic high-speed Internet 

service to about 129-



thousand homes and 

businesses. Frontier is 

receiving 186-million to 

serve 76-thousand locations 

and A-T-and-T is getting 54-

million to serve 24-thousand 

rural buildings. Much of 

Wisconsin's funding is 

expected to go to lesser-

populated northern areas 

which have a hard time 

competing for businesses 

due to a lack of high-speed 

Internet. 

There were several 

snowmobile accidents over 

the weekend including that 

fatality in northern Vilas 

County near Phelps 

Saturday night.  Earlier that 

day a Waukesha County 

woman was injured in a 

Lincoln County crash.  Her 

machine reportedly left a 

trail in the town of Wilson 

and hit a tree.  A 41-year 

old Rhinelander man was 

hurt in a Town of Bradley 

crash after rolling his 



machine while operating 

under the influence.   

The cost of heating 

Wisconsin homes with 

natural gas will be the 

cheapest this winter since 

the 1990s. We Energies 

statewide home gas 

customers can expect to 

pay an average 446-dollars 

for the six-month heating 

season that ends in April. 

That's 150-dollars cheaper 

than last winter -- and it's 

just over the 800-dollars that 

residents were paying in the 

last decade. Wisconsin 

Power-and-Light expects a 

30-percent drop in natural 

gas bills from last winter -- 

and the Wisconsin Public 

Service utility now projects 

a 30-to-35 percent drop. 
 

 Lincoln Co. officials looking 
for road sign thiefs 
 News 2/9/16 6a,7a,8a  1:30 

 Lincoln County officials are 

looking for help to find 

those responsible for 

stealing road signs in the 

Town of Harding.  The 

Sheriff’s department reports 



over the last several weeks 

signs were taken identifying 

West End Rd, Tesch Rd, 

Cranberry Trail, signs for 

Hwy E and at least one stop 

sign.  Some were found on 

a makeshift ice road on 

Lake Alexander.  Authorities 

say if an accident from a 

missing sign occurs, the thief 

could be liable.  Any 

information can be passed 

onto the Lincoln County 

Sheriff’s office. 

Officials at Wausau East 

High School are looking into 

the death of a female 

student yesterday.  The high 

school junior reported a 

medical problem to the 

health office yesterday and 

was taken by ambulance 

to an area hospital where 

she died.  No other 

information is available.   

There are serious concerns 

about a bill up for a vote in 

the Wisconsin state Senate 

today that would make 



multiple changes to 

Wisconsin’s voter 

registration laws.  The 

legislation is receiving some 

praise for allowing residents 

to register to vote online. 

However, Common Cause 

of Wisconsin maintains not 

everyone has internet 

access and the ability to 

conduct registration drives 

would be lost.   
 

Another public information 

meeting is set for next week 

on Rhinelander’s downtown 

improvement project.  A 

contractor for the $10-

million project was chosen 

by the city last week and 

the current status of the 

work will be reviewed 

including specifics on utility 

connections, road closures, 

traffic control and 

downtown improvements.  

The meeting is planned for 

the 17th at the Hext Theater. 
 

  News 2/9/16 12n,5p 1:30  Grief counselors are 



Rhinelander food pantry 
figures announced 

helping those at Wausau 

East High School deal with 

the death of a student from 

a heart attack. Principal 

Bradley Peck says 

Genevieve Witz told a 

school nurse yesterday 

morning she wasn't feeling 

well -- and she was quickly 

taken to a hospital where 

she later died from cardiac 

arrest. Stephanie was a 

junior at Wausau East who 

played softball. Pupil 

services director Jeff Lindell 

says those close to her 

remember her real "spark 

for life." In an e-mail to 

parents, Peck promised that 

the school would make 

"every effort" to help them 

and their children as 

needed. 

The Rhinelander Area Food 

Pantry’s year-end report 

shows nearly 576,000 

pounds of food was 

distributed to needy 

households.  The 



organization, served an 

average of 424 households 

a month with over 18,000 

volunteer hours from their 

new location on Coon 

Street in the city.  The 

facility provides space for a 

starter vegetable garden, 

greenhouse, nutrition 

education programs and a 

small library.   

It could cost up to 75-million 

dollars to refurbish one of 

Milwaukee's most popular 

attractions.  The county-

owned Mitchell Park Domes 

are now closed, after falling 

concrete forced one of the 

three large glass structures 

to close one-and-a-half 

weeks ago.  A temporary fix 

will begin in a couple of 

weeks to prevent more 

concrete from coming 

down -- but the repairs 

would only be good for a 

decade. Millions of people 

have toured the Mitchell 

Park Domes over the past 



half-century, enjoying 

exotic flowers and plants 

featured on a year-round 

basis. 
 

  
Wolf hunt bill back on the 
table News  2/10/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A bill moving back the start 

of Wisconsin’s wolf hunt 

passed the Assembly and 

heads to the Senate.  The 

measure would send the 

start of the season to the 

first Saturday in November, 

rather than the current 

October 15th date.  

Supporters say the present 

date conflicts with bird 

hunting.  Since 2014 

however, the federal 

government placed the 

Great Lakes wolves back 

on the endangered species 

list, suspending the hunts.   

The Assembly also 

approved a measure to 

fund the Florence Wild 

Rivers Interpretive Center, 

restoring funding to have 

the DNR, Forest Service, 

Department of Motor 

Vehicles , UW-Extension and 



Florence County Forestry 

and Parks department all 

under one roof.   

A bill prohibiting holding 

legislative office and a seat 

in the legislature gets a 

hearing today at the 

Capitol.  Republican 

proponents say the 

measure is needed to 

prevent elected officials 

from double dipping or 

drawing two taxpayer 

funded salaries at the same 

time.  Democrats call the 

timing suspicious, given that 

it’s an election year and 

several party members are 

running for key spots while 

already working in 

government.   

The struggling Wausau 

Center Mall could get a $4-

million boost.  Two 

committees of the city 

council yesterday 

approved a loan proposal 

to CBL Properties, owners of 

the facility, to upgrade the 



facility.  But opponents 

maintain the money could 

be better used to attract 

more business or young 

professionals.  The city owns 

the land the mall sits on and 

supporters say the move is 

needed because of the risk 

involved if the mall is not 

successful.   
 

  
State land owners in the 
news News 2/10/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Landowners who get local 

tax breaks for preserving 

forests could close twice as 

much of their property to 

recreational users, under a 

bill passed yesterday by the 

Senate.  The vote endorsed 

changes in the Managed 

Forest Program that 

supporters say would 

preserve timberlands but 

opponents say would 

reduce opportunities for 

things like hunting-and-

hiking.  Two Democrats 

joined all Republicans in 

sending the changes to the 

Assembly.  Senators also 

voted for a Republican bill 



to let people with real-life 

experience teach more 

subjects in public schools, 

even if they don't have 

teaching degrees.  

The Environmental 

Protection Agency has 

been ordered to issue long-

overdue rules by the end of 

the year aimed at stopping 

mining companies from 

declaring bankruptcy to 

avoid pollution cleanups.  

At issue is a 35-year-old 

edict under the federal 

Superfund program that 

requires mining companies 

to show they have the 

financial resources to cover 

the costs of cleaning up.  

Problems with telemarketers 

once again topped the list 

of consumer complaints in 

Wisconsin during 2015, 

although problems with 

identity theft also saw a 

dramatic increase. 

The annual report from the 

Department of Agriculture, 



Trade, and Consumer 

Protection details the top 

ten complaint areas the 

agency handled the past 

year.  Telemarketers have 

held the number one spot 

for years, although the 

nature of those complaints 

have been changing, with 

scam calls coming out 

ahead of no call list 

violations.  

Others include landlord-

tenant issues, identity theft, 

telecommunications 

problems and home 

improvement contract 

disputes. Gas pump 

accuracy, vehicle sales, 

and problems with 

electronics rounded out the 

list. 
 

  
Structure fire in the town of 
Bradley News 2/11/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Just before 3:00 yesterday, 

Lincoln County authorities 

were notified of a structure 

fire on Roberts Road in the 

Town of Bradley.  The house 

was unoccupied at the 

time and engulfed in flames 



as firefighters arrived.  The 

cause may have been from 

hot ashes placed in a 

plastic container that 

ignited.   

The Democratic candidates 

for president square off 

later tonight inside the 

Helen Bader Concert Hall at 

the UW-Milwaukee.  The 

two-hour debate represents 

a chance for Sanders to 

carry forward the 

momentum from his New 

Hampshire primary win — 

and a chance for Clinton to 

pull ahead of the Vermont 

Democratic Socialist, in 

advance of the next crucial 

primary in South Carolina.  

The two hour debate starts 

at 8:00, and will be 

moderated by Gwen Ifill 

and Judy Woodruff from 

PBS. CNN will also simulcast. 

 

Rhinelander High School 

senior Bailey Nebgen is a 

finalist for the National Merit 



Scholarship Program.  It’s an 

academic competition for 

recognition and 

scholarships that began in 

1955 and offers a $2500 

scholarship.  About 1% of 

the 1.5 million students 

entered qualify to 

advance. 

Several Nicolet College 

students and staff will be in 

Madison next week at the 

Celebration of Student 

Engagement, a showcase 

of how students at the 

state’s 16 technical 

colleges learn through real 

world projects.  The event 

displays the latest in student 

achievement before 

lawmakers, parent and 

business and industry 

leaders.  Nicolet will 

highlight their 

electromechanical 

technology program with 

computer-assisted robotics.  

And Jump! Start, an 

innovative education and 



employment program for 

adults with learning 

disabilities.      
 

  
Wis. Schools in the spotlight  News 2/11/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The Department of Public 

Instruction recognized Title 

one schools in the state as 

examples of academic 

success despite poverty 

and low academic 

achievement.  169 schools 

were honored for 

demonstrating success in 

educating students from 

low income families, 

recognizing the work of 

students, parents, teachers, 

administrators and school 

staff.  Singled out for their 

test participation, 

attendance, dropout goals 

and achievement in this 

area are the Marengo 

Valley School and Middle 

School in Ashland, Park Falls 

Elementary, Weston 

Elementary in the DC 

Everest School District, 

Mercer School 8, Three 

Lakes Elementary and four 



elementary schools in the 

Wausau district.   The 

Marengo Valley School has 

earned a recognition 

award for all 13 years of the 

program.   

 Groups that put trees into 

Wisconsin lakes to improve 

fish habitat would no longer 

face civil liability under a bill 

passed by state lawmakers.  

The D-N-R allows the trees -- 

which are known as "fish 

sticks" -- as long as they're 

hooked to the bottom of a 

lake by cables, and part of 

the tree is exposed above 

the water.  The Lake 

George Association of 

Rhinelander wanted to be 

part of the D-N-R fish sticks 

program.  But Assembly 

Republican Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander 

says groups like that fear 

lawsuits in the event of 

boating accidents and 

other incidents involving the 

trees. T he Senate gave 



final legislative approval this 

week to a bill removing 

such liability for lake 

property owners -- and it 

went to Governor Scott 

Walker, who's expected to 

sign it.  
 

  
High speed chase early this 
morning News 2/12/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The southbound lanes of 

Interstate 39 are back open 

after Marathon County 

officials ended a high 

speed chase early this 

morning.  The chase is 

believed to have started on 

Hwy 29 in Shawano County 

with authorities stopping the 

suspect’s pickup on I-39 

around 1:00.  No other 

information is available.    

 

Democratic presidential 

hopefuls Hillary Clinton and 

Bernie Sanders hit each 

other on topics that 

included immigration 

reform, campaign finance, 

racial justice and foreign 

policy during last night’s 

debate in Milwaukee.  The 



two also clashed over their 

support of President Barack 

Obama. 

 

Starting Tuesday, the DNR 

will implement a new 

customer service and 

license sales system, 

designed to make it easier 

to by hunting and fishing 

licenses, register boats and 

recreational vehicles and 

get information about 

hunter education and 

safety courses.  The system 

is part of a broader Go Wild 

campaign encouraging 

people to enjoy the 

outdoors.  Trips to a service 

center will be replaced by 

offering services 24 hours a 

day, everyday via 

computer or mobile device.  

Other changes are coming 

and information is available 

on the DNR website. 

 

Since 1938 travelers on Hwy 

51 North near County D 



passed beneath what’s 

known as the “T-Bird 

Country” bridge.  The 

landmark is part of the 

Bearskin State Trail and the 

Department of 

Transportation will be 

tearing it down because it’s 

no longer tall enough.  

While the DNR owns it, the 

DOT will replace with a 

taller, safer structure.  The 

million dollar project begins 

this spring and some lane 

closures are expected.   
 

  
Presidential l debate attracts 
many to Milwaukee  News  2/12/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The presidential debate 

attracted hundreds of 

demonstrators to U-W 

Milwaukee, as they urged 

Hillary Clinton and Bernie 

Sanders to support their 

causes. Fast-food workers 

repeated their demand for 

a hike in the minimum 

wage to 15-dollars per hour.  

Teamsters held picket signs 

saying "Protect Our 

Pensions," as they try to get 

Congress to pass a bill that 



Sanders co-sponsored in 

the Senate to reverse part 

of a spending package 

from last year which the 

union says allows earned 

pension benefits to be cut.  

Other protestors urged the 

candidates to support 

immigrant rights and the 

Black Lives Matter 

movement and to keep 

opposing the Keystone 

pipeline. 

Wisconsin hunters would 

have more rights to be left 

alone under a bill that's 

heading to Governor Scott 

Walker.  The Assembly gave 

final legislative approval to 

the measure yesterday. It 

expands the legal definition 

of harassing hunters by 

making it illegal to confront 

or take pictures of a hunter 

more than twice and 

staying in a hunter's target 

sight.  Supporters say it will 

prevent a repeat of what 

happened in 2014, when 



wolf-hunting opponents 

tailed and filmed hunters in 

Wisconsin and Montana.  

Rhinelander High School’s 

mock trial team defends its 

regional championship title 

tomorrow at the 33rd annual 

tournament at the 

Marathon County 

Courthouse in Wausau.  Last 

year the team broke its own 

state record by winning its 

29th consecutive regional 

title.  The tournament is 

sponsored by the Wisconsin 

Law Foundation and 

includes high school teams 

from Lakeland, Wausau 

West, Merrill, Phillips and DC 

Everest.   
 

 A state bill to fix roads 
bandied about  
 News 2/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A proposal allowing local 

voters in the state to raise 

taxes to fix roads has stalled 

in the Assembly.  The 

measure was on the 

calendar last week but 

failed to come up for a 

vote.  Hudson Republican 

Dean Knudson, who 



authored the bill, said if 

voters want to spend 

money on something they 

consider a priority, they 

should.  Critics just call it a 

tax increase.  A study last 

year by the Local 

Government of Wisconsin 

Institute rated state roads 

the third worst in the nation 

and put the cause on 

budget cuts.  Voters in 

Rhinelander last year 

overwhelmingly supported 

a half-percent tax increase 

for such projects with a 

Premier Resort Area Tax 

designation.   

 

Republican U.S. Sen. Ron 

Johnson wants the 

next president to nominate 

a replacement for U.S. 

Supreme Court Justice 

Antonin Scalia.  Johnson 

said in a statement 

yesterday that the 

president and Senate 

elected by voters this 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Wisconsins-Johnson-wants-next-president-to-replace-Scalia-368796491.html


November should be the 

one to decide who to 

name to the Supreme 

Court. The first-term senator 

is locked in a tough re-

election battle against 

Democrat Russ Feingold.  

Johnson's comments are in 

line with other Senate 

Republicans who do not 

want President Obama to 

make the pick.  The 79-year 

old Scalia died at a Texas 

resort over the weekend.   

A record setting 

performance over the 

weekend for Rhinelander 

High School’s Mock Trial 

team, capturing their 30th 

consecutive regional 

championship in Wausau.  

The win qualifies the team 

for state competition in 

Madison next month, a title 

they’ve won 17 times 

before.   

 

 
 
Primary elections in the state News 2/15/16 12p,5p 1:30 

Tomorrow's primary 

elections in Wisconsin will 



include eleven school 

referendum proposals for 

new-and-improved 

buildings or tax increases 

beyond the state's revenue 

limits.  Three building 

projects are up for 

approval, and the largest is 

in Slinger -- almost 43-million 

dollars for a new high 

school auditorium and 

athletics facilities plus 

upgrades throughout the 

district.  Almost ten-million 

dollars of improvements are 

on the line in Oostburg and 

six-million in New Glarus.  

Rhinelander has the state's 

largest revenue-cap 

exemption request, at 

almost five-million dollars for 

each of the next three 

years. About 120-million 

dollars in total school 

bonding and tax hikes are 

on tomorrow's ballots 

throughout the state. 

Lincoln County investigators 

have identified several 



persons of interest following 

attempted vehicle thefts 

last week.  At least four 

reports came into the 

sheriff’s department in the 

Spring Lake Road area.   

 Wisconsin's one-of-a-kind 

sturgeon spearing season is 

off to a slow start on Lake 

Winnebago. The D-N-R says 

almost 350 sturgeon were 

taken Saturday and Sunday 

on the state's largest inland 

lake, and its connecting 

lakes up the Fox River. The 

weekend take was only 

two-thirds of the 467 fish 

speared on Saturday alone 

last year -- and officials 

generally blame it on water 

that's not as clear as 

normal. The season runs for 

16 days, or until each of 

four types of quota are 

reached. The D-N-R's Ryan 

Koenigs expects the season 

to last the full length on 

Lake Winnebago -- and it 

will likely end by the middle 



of this week on the up-river 

lakes. 
 

 
1 in every 10 voters 
expected to turn out today 
for the state primaries News 2/16/16 6a,7a,8a, 1:30 

About one of every ten 

Wisconsin adults are expected to 

vote in today's  primary elections. 

They'll decide who the finalists 

will be for the Wisconsin 

Supreme Court, mayor of 

Milwaukee, and hundreds of 

other local government and 

school board seats -- and they'll 

decide the fates of eleven school 

referendum proposals, including  

a proposal for the School District 

of Rhinelander. Three people are 

running for two spots on the 

April ballot for the State Supreme 

Court seat held by the late Patrick 

Crooks, who was planning to 

retire before he died last summer.  

Wisconsin's voter I-D law will 

get its first major test in four 

years today,  now that court 

challenges have been settled. The 

vast majority of voters can show 

their driver's licenses when they 

pick up their ballots any time 

from seven this morning until 

eight tonight. Voter advocacy 

groups have been encouraging 



those without licenses to find out 

if their other photo I-Ds will get 

them in -- and if not, to get free 

cards offered by the state D-O-T.  

A 51-year-old man shot and 

killed his 41-year-old wife today 

(Monday) at a Portage hotel. The 

Portage Police Department and 

the Columbia County Sheriff's 

Department are investigating the 

death at the Ridge Motor Inn, that 

happened yesterday morning. A 

Columbia County deputy caught 

up with the suspect after a 

witness description was released. 

He was arrested without incident. 

The suspect's name is not being 

released, but police believe the 

couple was from eastern 

Columbia County and they were 

going through a divorce. 

A 49-year-old man has died in a 

logging accident in northwest 

Wisconsin. Taylor County 

sheriff's deputies say Brian 

Knusta of Gilman was using a 

farm tractor to pull down a tree 

that was cut but not fallen yet -- 

and the tree landed on him. The 

tractor then drove across a field, 



coming to rest near Shiner Drive. 

The mishap took place just after 

one p-m yesterday in the town of 

Roosevelt near Gilman. An 

investigation continues. 
 

 
Gov. Walker speaks on 
power plant emissions  News 2/16/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker has ordered 

state agencies to stop working on ways 

to cut power plant emissions, in the 

wake of a U-S Supreme Court ruling 

which halted the requirement. The 

Republican Walker issued an executive 

order yesterday halting work on the E-

P-A's proposal to make Wisconsin cut 

its greenhouse gas emissions by 41-

percent as part of President Obama's 

plan to cut global warming. The 

Obama plan will have an uncertain fate 

once it gets back to the Supreme Court. 

Conservative Justice Antonin Scalia 

was part of a one-vote majority that 

halted the E-P-A package before he 

died last Saturday. 

The Forest County Sheriff’s 

Department is reporting an IRS phone 

scam is hitting the area, and they want 

to warn you not to fall for it. Sheriff 

John Dennee warns that the scam 

involves calls from people claiming 

they’re from the IRS, telling victims 

they owe money, and threatening to 

send law enforcement to their homes 

unless they pay immediately. Sheriff 

Dennee reminds you to never give out 

personal or bank account information 

unless you are sure it’s for a legitimate 



reason.  

Police in central Wisconsin say they 

received the federal government's help 

to track down a heroin delivery 

which resulted in the arrest of a 36-

year-old man. Officers say they found 

68-thousand dollars of heroin, 

marijuana, and meth-amphetamines 

yesterday at two houses in Stevens 

Point and Plover. Stevens Point 

Assistant Police Chief Tony Babl says 

it's unusual for a smaller area like his to 

see such a large amount of drugs 

"ready to be divided up for delivery." 

The state D-N-R is investigating the 

death of a 53-year-old Illinois man 

whose snowmobile drove into open 

water on Geneva Lake in Walworth 

County. The unidentified man became 

the seventh person to die in Wisconsin 

snowmobile crashes this winter.  

Temperatures were expected to get 

above freezing today in the southern 

two-thirds of Wisconsin, and the D-N-

R is warning sporting enthusiasts about 

thin ice in the warmest southern areas. 
 

 
Rhinelander school district 
referendum approved News 2/17/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

By better than a two-to-one 

margin, voters in the 

Rhinelander School District 

approved a referendum, 

authorizing an additional 

$5-million a year for three 

years.  It passed in every 

city ward and township 



except Cassian.  The 

Northland Pines district had 

similar results with approval 

granted to exceed revenue 

caps by $3.9-million for 

three years.  Incumbent 

Tomahawk Mayor Clareann 

Stocker was beaten as 

Steve Taskey and Don 

Nelson advance to the 

general election.  Wausau 

City Council President 

Robert Mielke and 

Marathon County defense 

attorney Jay Kronenwetter 

will advance to the Spring 

Election in the Mayor’s 

race.  Incumbent Jim Tipple 

was not seeking re-election.  

And the field is set for the 

state Supreme Court race 

on April 5, with incumbent 

Justice Rebecca Bradley 

and Appeals Court Judge 

JoAnne Kloppenburg 

advancing out of 

yesterday’s primary.  

The Wisconsin Assembly 

votes tomorrow on 



legislation enabling public 

schools to recoup their 

losses when students leave 

through the state's voucher 

program.  The program 

subsidizes 

private school tuition.  To 

fund it, the state reduces 

aid to districts that lose 

students to voucher 

schools. Those districts can 

compensate for those 

losses and more by raising 

property taxes, costing 142 

districts about $14.2-mililon 

this school year.  A revision 

would allow districts to 

recoup only their losses and 

nothing more.   

The slow start to winter 

claimed another seasonal 

event as the annual Ho-

Drags on Ice was 

cancelled.  The races, set 

for the 27th on Boom Lake in 

Rhinelander, blamed the 

poor ice conditions and the 

need for safety.  Organizers 

say they’re already 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Assembly-to-vote-on-bill-limiting-school-revenue-Thursday-369067571.html


planning for next year.   
 
 

 
Wisconsin voters generous 
in voting yesterday News 2/17/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin school voters 

were generous yesterday, 

as they approved building 

projects in all three districts 

with referenda.  In Slinger, 

62-percent said yes to 

borrowing 32-million dollars 

for classroom renovations 

and other upgrades 

throughout the district -- 

and 52-percent approved 

another ten-million for a 

new auditorium and 

athletic facilities at Slinger 

High School.  In New Glarus, 

79-percent approved six-

million dollars for classroom 

improvements and security 

measures -- and in 

Oostburg, 52-percent voted 

to borrow almost ten-million 

dollars for a new 

elementary school wing 

and related remodeling.  In 

Rhinelander, 68-percent of 

voters agreed to keep 

school programs going by 



raising taxes an extra five-

million dollars for each of 

the next three years.  State 

revenue-cap exemptions 

were also approved in the 

Jefferson and Northland 

Pines districts. 

 Repeat drunk drivers would 

face tougher penalties 

under a bill passed 95-to-

one by the Wisconsin 

Assembly early this morning.  

It classifies all four-time O-W-

I charges as felonies and 

increases maximum prison 

terms for five-or-more 

offenses.  That bill now goes 

to Governor Scott Walker, 

while the Senate gets 

another Assembly bill to 

require all first-time drunk 

driving suspects to appear 

in court instead of just 

paying fines for their tickets. 

A German Shepherd from 

Wisconsin fell just short of 

winning the "Best In Show" 

award at the Westminster 

Kennel Club show at 



Madison Square Garden in 

New York. "Rumor," a four-

year-old was handled by 

Kent Boyles, originally from 

Wisconsin Rapids.  "C-J," a 

German pointer from 

California, won the show’s 

top honors. 
 

 
Rhinelander downtown 
project to begin in April  News 2/18/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Rhinelander’s downtown 

infrastructure improvement 

product should begin, 

weather permitting, in April.  

At last night’s public 

meeting, the city outlined 

the nearly $10-million 

project that will work on 

everything from utilities to 

sidewalks and new parking 

in key phases.  Key roads 

downtown will be closed at 

times during the work but 

the plan is to keep either 

Courtney or Stevens Streets 

open to allow traffic to flow 

through.  Officials hope to 

have the main work finished 

yet this year with the 

Streetscape project to 

spruce up the shopping 



and business district set for 

next year.   

 

Thousands of Latino 

immigrants and their 

supporters are rallying in 

Madison this morning for a 

“A Day Without Latinos” 

event.  The rally at the 

capitol is in response to a 

pair of bills organizers say 

are anti-immigrant.  One 

measure, aimed at 

stopping the creation of so-

called sanctuary cities in 

Wisconsin cleared the state 

Assembly.  It would prevent 

local governments from 

creating policies prohibiting 

law enforcement from 

asking about the 

immigration status of 

someone charged with a 

crime.  The second bill 

would prohibit county and 

town governments from 

issuing – or spending money 

on – photo identification 

cards.  That measure has 



passed both chambers of 

the legislature and is ready 

for Governor Scott Walker’s 

signature. 

The mild winter and this 

weekend’s forecast of rain 

has forced the closing of all 

Marathon County’s 

snowmobile trails effective 

at eight tomorrow morning.  

Snowmobile clubs and 

county officials hope to 

reopen if a good base can 

be established and colder 

weather returns.   
 

 
Wis. Assembly to have 
another late night  News 2/18/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Assembly is 

planning another late night, 

with almost 100 bills to be 

considered on what it 

hopes will be its final 

meeting of the two-year 

session. Yesterday, state law 

enforcement leaders urged 

the Assembly to approve a 

bill making it easier to 

investigate Internet crimes 

against children, including 

child pornography. The bill 

would let the state Justice 



Department use 

administrative subpoenas 

to obtain the names of 

Internet users linked to child 

exploitations online. Those 

subpoenas would not need 

judges' approvals, and the 

bill's supporters fear the 

measure could be 

defeated for that reason -- 

even though it passed the 

Senate.  

The snowmobile season is 

proving to be very short in 

much of Wisconsin.  Trails 

that opened as recently as 

two weeks ago will close 

tonight in Portage County -- 

and most of its neighboring 

counties in central 

Wisconsin will close all or 

part of their trails tonight 

and tomorrow morning.   

Snowmobilers were giddy 

after the northern-third of 

the state picked up nine-to-

16 inches of new snow 

February second-and-third -

- but most of that will be 



gone due to a forecast that 

calls for showers and 

above-freezing 

temperatures in much of 

the state tonight and highs 

into the 40s by the 

weekend.  Marathon 

County recreation official 

Jon Daniels says 

snowmobile trails must close 

when conditions are poor, 

to protect the farm crops 

and forest lands the 

machines ride on.  Daniels 

says it would take another 

blast of snow and cold 

weather to even consider 

re-opening the trails. 
 

 
Lac Du flambeau men 
charged in multiple 
burglaries  News 2/19/;16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two Lac du Flambeau men 

are charged with multiple 

burglaries.  33-year old 

Robert Smith and 23-year 

old Joseph Mitchell have 42 

felony counts between 

them in connection with a 

string of break-ins between 

Minocqua and Lac du 

Flambeau between 



December and this month.  

Smith also faces several 

drug charges.  Both are on 

probation holds and due 

back in Vilas County court 

March 7th.  Investigators say 

the investigation continues 

and Oneida County 

charges are pending, as 

are more arrests.  

Wausau police arrested two 

people for drunk driving 

early this morning after their 

truck was found stuck in a 

yard.  Officers say the truck 

missed the corner of Union 

Avenue and North First 

Street.  The incident was 

reported around 1:30. 

Gov. Scott Walker signed 

legislation cutting millions of 

taxpayer dollars for Planned 

Parenthood in Wisconsin.   

The bill restricts how much 

they can be reimbursed for 

prescription drugs, 

estimated to cost the 

agency about $4.5 million 



annually.  The other bill 

prevents the state from 

passing federal Title 

X grant money to any 

organization or affiliate that 

provides abortions. That 

could mean a loss of $3.5 

million in federal dollars.  

Opponents say it will restrict 

access to birth control 

because Planned 

Parenthood won't be able 

to afford to continue 

supplying it. 

Revisions to the state’s 

managed forest law passed 

both houses and heads to 

the Governor.  Among 

other things, the bill returns 

nearly $18-million over the 

next three years to counties 

and towns.  Hazelhurst 

Republican Senator Tom 

Tiffany said this will benefit 

both landowners and the 

forest products industry.  

 

 
Wausau man to stand trial News 2/19/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A Wausau man will stand 

trial for trying to arrange sex 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Walker-to-sign-Planned-Parenthood-defunding-bills-369269431.html
http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Walker-to-sign-Planned-Parenthood-defunding-bills-369269431.html


for trying to have sex with 
underage girl  

with an underage girl in Eau 

Claire County, just three 

days after he faced a 

similar charge in his home 

county of Marathon.  

Twenty-nine year old Griffin 

Waldinger is scheduled to 

enter pleas March second 

to six Eau Claire charges 

that include child 

enticement, sex assault, 

and obstructing and 

attempting to flee police.  

Authorities say he met 

whom he thought was a 

teenage girl online -- and 

when he planned to meet 

her, the person turned out 

to be a police officer.  

Officials say Waldinger then 

fled crashing his vehicle.  

The arrest came soon after 

he was ordered to stand 

trial for a similar child 

enticement case in his 

home county 80 miles to 

the east -- and a plea 

hearing for that has yet to 

be scheduled. 



The Wisconsin Assembly 

finished its business for the 

year, which means no more 

bills can be introduced or 

changed by the Senate. 

The Assembly completed its 

two-year session after 

midnight by passing dozens 

of bills and senators will 

consider some of them at 

their final meeting in March. 

Democratic Assembly 

Minority Leader Peter Barca 

accused majority 

Republicans of trying to 

confuse the public, by 

waiting to act on so many 

bills that it's hard for the 

average voter to focus on 

any particular measures. G-

O-P speaker Robin Vos 

issued a statement 

declaring a successful 

session with the approval of 

a conservative agenda 

that included tax cuts and 

a new right-to-work law.  
 

 
No I.D. yet on traffic fatality 
victims in Arbor Vitae News 2/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

No identification yet on the 

victims of the traffic 



fatalities Friday afternoon in 

Arbor Vitae.  Two people 

died after their vehicles 

collided head on Hwy M. 

The Lafayette County 

Sheriff's Office says three 

men were fishing on the 

Pecatonica River when 

strong currents pulled their 

boat into the spillway.  All 

three were thrown out and 

only two were rescued.  

Rescue crews had to 

suspend the search at 

nightfall, but they intend to 

resume their search today.  

The names of the men 

involved aren't being 

released until family 

members are notified.  The 

accident happened 

Saturday afternoon. 

Milwaukee County's plan to 

pull its inmates from 

Wisconsin's only secure 

youth prison is putting the 

future of the Lincoln Hills 

School in limbo.  The 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Without-Milwaukee-County-Lincoln-Hills-could-close-369604811.html


county's move to bring its 

134 young inmates closer to 

home comes amid a 

federal investigation into 

allegations of abuse at 

the school.  It could mean 

Lincoln Hills losing more 

than half its population and 

half its operating budget, 

which comes largely from 

county dollars.  And that 

could spur significant cuts 

or possible closure of the 

troubled facility, leaving 

uncertainty about where 

the remaining 50 to 100 

youth would be housed.    

A report from the American 

Road and Transportation 

Builders Association 

indicates one out of every 

11 Wisconsin bridges might 

need some work soon.  It 

estimates nine percent of 

this state's more than 14-

thousand bridges are 

structurally deficient.  The 

Wisconsin DOT says the 

information doesn't mean 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Without-Milwaukee-County-Lincoln-Hills-could-close-369604811.html
http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Without-Milwaukee-County-Lincoln-Hills-could-close-369604811.html


those bridges are going to 

collapse, but it does mean 

they need to be monitored 

closely.   

 

Lincoln Co. officials arrest 
man for reckless driving 
 News 2/22/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Lincoln County deputies 

arrested a 40-year old 

Tomahawk man early this 

morning, acting on reports 

of a reckless driver.  Just 

before 3:00 the car was 

spotted on Hwy 51 North 

near Merrill and stopped.  

He is in custody for a felony 

7th OWI offense, driving 

while revoked and expired 

plates.  He was also wanted 

for violating his probation.  

He’ll be in Lincoln County 

Court tomorrow.   

Meanwhile, three 19-year 

olds are expected to be 

charged with theft of road 

signs from several Lincoln 

County townships.  Acting 

on a tip the recreation 

deputy investigated an ice 

shack on Lake Alexander 

that reportedly contained a 



large number of the stolen 

signs.  The district attorney is 

reviewing the case.   

Three people died after 

their car overturned near 

Portage around nine last 

night, three miles south on 

Columbia County Trunk "P" 

in the town of Pacific.  

Sheriff's deputies say all four 

victims were trapped in the 

car.  The 18-year-old female 

driver died at the scene, 

along with two male 

passengers -- and another 

male passenger was flown 

to U-W Hospital in Madison.  

The victims' names were not 

immediately released. 

About 59-hundred acres of 

Wisconsin nature land 

would be sold, under a plan 

to be considered 

Wednesday by the Natural 

Resources Board. The 

newest land sales avoid 

controversy -- because they 

do not include popular 

trout fishing spring-ponds in 



Langlade County, nor a 

lakeside land sale sought 

by businesswoman and 

Walker campaign donor 

Elizabeth Uihlein.  Proceeds 

from twenty-three parcels 

up for approval 

Wednesday would go to 

local governments and 

Indian tribes.  
 

 
Lakeland football coach 
resigns  News 2/23/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Lakeland High School’s 

football coach resigned 

yesterday.  Brent Luebke 

had been on leave while 

authorities investigated 

charges of possible child 

enticement, allegedly sent 

to a student online.  He 

won’t face any court 

action however, with the 

district attorney ruling there 

wasn’t enough evidence to 

go to trial.   

Meanwhile, the coach of 

the Merrill boys basketball 

team, Kurt Soderburg has 

been put on leave and 

Adam Smith, the boys JV 

coach suspended pending 



an investigation into an 

incident with a parent 

earlier this month at a 

game in Green Bay.   

 

The two people killed in that 

head-on collision on Hwy M 

in Arbor Vitae have been 

identified.  86-year old 

Ronald Barnes and 82-year 

old Amy Barnes, both of 

Presque Isle, were 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The driver and 

passenger of the other 

vehicle remain hospitalized.  

The accident happened 

late Friday afternoon. 

 

A brother and sister are free 

on bond, charged with 

stealing more than $18,000 

from an elderly woman last 

spring.  23-year old Trevor 

and 25-year old Kimberli 

Squiller of Eagle River were 

charged separately in 

Oneida and Vilas County 

courts for using the 



woman’s checks and debit 

card to make purchases.  

Both are back in court April 

5th.   

 

An unnamed staffer at 

Lincoln Hills youth prison is 

on paid leave pending an 

investigation of the medical 

treatment of a juvenile who 

was taken to a hospital this 

month. The situation comes 

during an ongoing criminal 

probe into abuses at 

Lincoln Hills School for Boys 

and Copper Lake School 

for Girls in Irma 
 

 
State senate leaders to 
decide on what bills to 
consider  News 2/23/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Senate leaders 

will soon decide which bills 

to consider during its final 

meeting in mid-March.  And 

with a smaller-than-

expected surplus, a 

spokeswoman for Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald says 

anything that costs money 

will get more fiscal scrutiny. 

Among other things, 

Governor Scott Walker's 



college affordability 

package remains up for 

approval.  The Assembly's 

final meeting last week left 

160 bills for the Senate to 

act on -- including a 

package designed to 

prevent fraud in the Food-

Share program for low-

income people.  The 

Senate was also asked to 

ratify five measures it 

approved earlier but were 

changed by the Assembly -

- including an amendment 

to a special needs program 

that would reduce property 

tax revenues for public 

schools which lose students 

to private schools under the 

state's voucher program. 

Retiring Wausau Mayor Jim 

Tipple lost his bid for a 

Common Council seat.  

Election Night totals from 

last Tuesday showed Tipple 

and Dennis Smith were tied 

for the second-and-final 

spot on the April ballot, 



each with 136 votes.  An 

official canvass yesterday 

did not change the result -- 

so City Clerk Toni Rayala 

put both names in a basket 

and Smith's name was 

drawn.  Smith and 

incumbent Alderman 

Robert Mielke will square off 

in April. Tipple has been 

Wausau's mayor since 2004, 

and he ran for the council 

to stay involved in city 

government while scaling 

back his duties. He says he'll 

accept the result and will 

not run as a write-in.  
 

 
Snowmobile trails closing  News 2/24/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Two zones of snowmobile 

trails in Lincoln County are 

now closed.  Information 

from the County Forestry 

Department shows that as 

of midnight, zones two and 

three have been shut 

down.  Lincoln county trail 

conditions can be found on 

their website or the state’s 

trail hotline. 

A $4.1-million dollar loan 



was approved last night by 

the Wausau City Council to 

the owners of the Wausau 

Center Mall.  CBL 

corporation owns the 

facility and plans to use the 

funds for a Younker’s 

relocation, restaurants, 

entertainment concepts 

and fashion retailers.  It’s a 

20-year agreement at 2% 

interest but two 

amendments were made 

prior to the 8-3 vote.  One, 

for quarterly reports from 

the economic 

development committee 

on marketing efforts for the 

mall and the other for the 

right to terminate the deal if 

CBL sells the property.   

Earnings at Wisconsin's 

banks rose almost 26 

percent last year.  A report 

released yesterday from the 

Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation shows the rise 

came from lending 

increases, and the 



reduction of delinquent 

loans.  Only eight of 243 

banks based in the state 

lost money in 2015.  

Altogether, Wisconsin banks 

had net income of nearly 

one-point-two billion dollars, 

up 25-point-six percent from 

930 million dollars in 2014.  

Total loans and leases 

amounted to 74-point-nine 

billion dollars at the end of 

2015, a five-point-nine 

percent increase from 70-

point-seven billion dollars a 

year earlier. 

Milwaukee's popular Air-

and-Water Show has been 

canceled for this year, due 

to a lack of funds and 

scheduling conflicts. An 

estimated 400-thousand 

people normally attend the 

three-day event, which 

began in 2004.  
 

Lawmakers dragging heals 
on vote  
 News 2/24/16 12p,5p 1:30 

 The U-S Senate will not hold 

hearings or take a vote on 

any Obama nominee to 

the Supreme Court -- and 



Wisconsin Republican Ron 

Johnson says it's a 

"reasonable" position that 

he agrees with.  G-O-P 

Whip John Cornyn says the 

people should decide who 

will make the appointment 

through their votes for 

president in November -- 

rather than have the lame-

duck Democrat Barack 

Obama make the selecton.  

Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell later said 

he would not bother to 

meet with any Obama 

nominee to replace the 

late conservative Justice 

Antonin Scalia.  The G-O-P's 

position is the same one 

Johnson took soon after 

Scalia died February 13th. 

Johnson is in a high-profile 

race against former Senate 

Democrat Russ Feingold, 

who has said the G-O-P 

should do its job and not 

interfere with the president's 

constitutional appointment 



task. 

 Hartford Union High School  

re-opened today, after 

threats on social media 

resulted in an early dismissal 

yesterday.  Sheriff's deputies 

in neighboring Sheboygan 

County say a 19-year-old 

student was armed when 

they arrested him shortly 

before two in the Kettle 

Moraine State Forest, and 

he never made it to class 

yesterday. Officers say they 

confiscated several 

weapons -- and the teen 

faces possible charges of 

disorderly conduct and 

illegal use of a computer.  

Somebody told Hartford 

Union's police-school liaison 

officer about a threatening 

photo on social media that 

suggested a possible 

incident today.   School 

officials told parents on the 

school's website that the 

building is now safe. 
 

 News 2/25/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30  Wisconsin Gov. Scott 



Gov. Walker speaks on 
Donald Trump 

Walker says the ascent of 

Donald Trump is "one of the 

most remarkable things 

we've seen in modern 

political campaign history."  

Walker dropped out of the 

presidential race in 

September and has not 

endorsed anyone.  But he 

said yesterday he’d stand 

by the pledge he signed 

when still a candidate to 

support whoever is the 

nominee.  

The Menominee Tribe is 

asking a federal court for a 

summary judgement to 

declare its industrial hemp 

growing operation legal.  

The request comes in 

response to the federal 

government’s motion 

seeking the lawsuit from the 

tribe to be tossed.  Last 

November, the Menominee 

Tribe sued the Drug 

Enforcement Administration 



and Department of Justice 

over a raid that destroyed 

the hemp being grown on 

tribal land in October.  The 

tribe contends it was 

growing hemp for research 

purposes legally under the 

federal 2014 Farm Bill.  

However, after the raid, the 

DEA reported it confiscated 

30,000 high-grade 

marijuana plants.  The 

difference between 

marijuana and industrial 

hemp is THC level. Industrial 

hemp has a lower THC 

level, preventing anyone 

from getting a high from it. 

It’s used in things like 

clothes and building 

materials. 

Some of Wisconsin's old 

forest-fire monitoring towers 

might not disappear after 

all.  Iron County, still using 



dial up service, is looking at 

two towers in the towns of 

Sherman and Oma that 

could be used to transmit 

Wi-Fi and high-speed 

Internet coverage.  The D-

N-R is finding out if 90 

outdated fire towers could 

be used by communities for 

broadband services. 

 

 
Marathon Co deputy’s fate to 
be decided on News 2/25/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker does 

not expect the Wisconsin 

Senate to pass a bill to 

penalize sanctuary cities 

and he says he's "just fine 

with that."  The Republican 

Walker said he heard 

virtually no opinions from 

Wisconsinites about the 

measure, except for the 

State Capitol rally last week 

in which 20-thousand 

Latinos and their supporters 

fought against the ban. It 

would put financial 

penalties on Wisconsin cities 



that order their police 

officers not to ask criminal 

suspects about their 

immigration status.  

A special prosecutor will 

decide whether a 

Marathon County sheriff's 

deputy will be criminally 

charged for causing one 

traffic crash while 

responding to another. 

Authorities say a squad car 

driven by officer Michael 

Van Offeren was going 122-

miles-per-hour when it 

collided with an S-U-V last 

October on Highway 107 

near Marathon City. The S-

U-V driver, Paul Fredrickson 

of Marathon, was 

hospitalized for two days. 

Lincoln County District 

Attorney Don Dunphy will 

review reports about the 

crash from another outside 

agency, Wausau Police. 

There's a report that a fired 

supervisor at the Lincoln Hills 

tried-but-failed to bring 



charges against a teenage 

inmate for the sexual 

assault of another.  James 

Townsend was fired about 

a month after he 

completed his probe of the 

2013 incident.  He says it 

was partially due to his 

refusal to follow an order 

from supervisors to modify a 

report -- and he's now 

challenging his termination 

on the basis of retaliation 

for his response and racial 

discrimination.  State 

corrections' officials deny 

he was let go for those 

reasons.  
 

 
Wausau police looking for 
shooting suspect News 2/26/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Police in Wausau are 

looking for a shooting 

suspect following an 

incident on the city’s east 

side last night.  Authorities 

were dispatched to a home 

on the 800 block of Stueben 

Street around 11:00 for 

reports of shots being fired.  

Three people were inside at 

the time and one of them, 



a man in his 20s, was shot in 

the leg.  No other 

information is available this 

morning.   

It looks like Gov. Scott 

Walker's approval ratings 

haven't improved much 

over the last seven months.   

A Marquette University Law 

School poll yesterday shows 

Walker's approval rating at 

39 percent. The survey of 

802 registered voters was 

conducted statewide last 

week.  A Marquette poll in 

January found his approval 

rating stood at 38 percent.  

Polls in November, 

September and August put 

his approval rating at 38 

percent, 37 percent and 39 

percent, respectively.   

There was no response from 

the governor’s office. 

The forecast calls for mid-

40s across the North 

tomorrow and that may 

signal an early end to some 



of the outdoor activities.  

Area snowmobile clubs on 

average cast their trail 

networks in fair to good 

condition, still very rideable 

but rough.  Ice anglers are 

finding it difficult to 

manage in some locations 

on the water as well, with 

large areas of slush building 

up and with the refreezing 

at night, both the trails and 

lakes become tough to 

navigate.  Typically the 

seasons close at the end of 

March and with most trails 

across central Wisconsin 

already closed, this year 

could be different.   

 

 
Shooting suspect in Wausau 
in custody News 2/26/16 12n,5p 1:30 

A shooting last night on 

Wausau’s east side has a 

suspect in custody and 

several others in jail on 

drug-related charges.  

Authorities were called to a 

home on the 800 block of 

Stueben Street about 11:30 

for reports of gunfire.  A 31-



year old man was shot in 

the leg in an apparent drug 

related incident.  The 33-

year old suspect was 

picked up about 2:30 this 

morning and faces charges 

of recklessly endangering 

safety and heroin 

possession.  Two women at 

the home were also 

arrested.   

The state elections agency 

started getting complaints 

in February of 2012 about 

illegal activity by outside 

groups in the Walker recall 

election.  Newly-released 

court documents show the 

Government Accountability 

Board dropped one 

complaint against 

conservative groups, only to 

revive it after a John Doe 

probe came to light.  The 

State Supreme Court halted 

the secret probe last year 

before prosecutors could 

decide whether to file 

charges.  The new details 



about the probe were 

released yesterday, as part 

of a lawsuit settlement 

against the state 

Government Accountability 

Board by the conservative 

Wisconsin Club for Growth. 

Wisconsin's best-known 

independent poll has 

Democrats Hillary Clinton 

and Bernie Sanders in a 

virtual tie as the April fifth 

presidential primary gets 

closer.  A new Marquette 

Law School poll released 

yesterday gives Sanders a 

one percent edge -- and 

he has a 30-point lead 

among independents, who 

can vote for him in April 

under Wisconsin's open 

primary set-up.  For the 

Republicans, Donald Trump 

extended his lead from six 

points to ten since January, 

over Marco Rubio. 
 

 
Traffic fatality in Three Lakes 
over the weekend  News 2/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A traffic fatality in Three 

Lakes over the weekend.  

Police reported the crash 



on Hwy 45 near Serendipity 

Lane Saturday morning 

shortly after 4:00.  Officers 

said the vehicle left the 

road, killing the 35-year old 

driver.  The name of the 

victim has not been 

released.   

The 35th assembly district 

now has a race for the seat 

come November.  Bryan 

Van Stippen of Deerbrook 

announced his running as a 

democrat for the seat now 

held by Irma republican 

Mary Czaja.  Van Stippen is 

an attorney for the Ho-

Chunk Nation and a small 

business owner.  In making 

his announcement 

Saturday, he said he’ll focus 

on the environment, 

education and taking back 

local control from Madison.  

The 35th district takes in all of 

Lincoln county and parts of 

Langlade, Marathon, 

Oneida and Shawano 

counties.     



Work begins soon on 

downtown Rhinelander’s 

Streetscape project, 

affecting some 20 blocks of 

the business district most of 

the year.  The work will have 

streets closed and access 

to stores difficult at best.  

But the Chamber wants 

ideas to keep people 

coming downtown.  To that 

end, they’re hosting a 

brainstorming session March 

9th seeking input on ways to 

attract people to the 

downtown area.  The 

meeting is set for that 

Wednesday morning at 7:30 

at the Hext Theatre 

downtown. 

President Barack Obama 

will be in Milwaukee this 

week, recognizing the city 

for winning the, “White 

House Healthy Communities 

Challenge”, to get residents 

to sign up for new health 

insurance plans in the 

federal marketplace.  This is 



his first trip back to the state 

since July.   
 

 
Three Lakes police identify 
victim in traffic fatality  News 2/29/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Three Lakes Police have 

identified the victim of a 

traffic fatality early Saturday 

morning.  35-year old 

Janice Kubisiak of Eagle 

River was killed when she 

lost control of her vehicle 

on Hwy 45 near Serindipity 

Lane and left the roadway.  

She was pronounced dead 

at the scene.   

Authorities continue to 

investigate the death of a 

pedestrian in northeast 

Wisconsin. Marinette 

County sheriff's deputies say 

a 24-year-old Crooked Lake 

man was walking on 

County Trunk "W" near 

Crivitz just after midnight 

yesterday (Sunday), when 

he was struck by a vehicle. 

Officials say the unnamed 

victim may have been 

under the influence from 

alcohol, but the 51-year-old 

Crivitz woman who was 



driving the vehicle was 

sober. 

Forty more elk have been 

trapped in Kentucky, in a 

second effort to create a 

sizable herd in west central 

Wisconsin. The state D-N-R 

says the newly-trapped 

animals will go through a 

quarantine before being 

moved to the Black River 

State Forest in Jackson 

County. Twenty-six elk were 

brought to the Black River 

Falls area last year, but 

eleven have died. It's part 

of a long-running effort to 

re-introduce elk to 

Wisconsin, after numerous 

animals were moved into 

the Clam Lake area in 

Ashland County two 

decades ago. 

Ice anglers are reminded 

that tomorrow is the 

deadline for removing all 

ice shacks from waterways 

south of Hwy 64 and 

Sunday, March 13th for the 



North.  Conservation 

wardens remind people as 

well to make sure the areas 

are free of trash and debris 

so it doesn’t end up in the 

water.   
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Minnesota man dies in Wis. 
Snowmobile crash News 3/1/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A Minnesota man is the 

ninth person to die in 

Wisconsin snowmobile 

crashes this winter. Bayfield 

County authorities say 54-

year-old David Cronoble of 

Mound died over the 

weekend when his machine 

hit a truck and a trailer 

parked on Lake 

Namakagon. 

 

A 40-year old homeless 

man faces eight criminal 

charges, following a 



shooting last week in 

Wausau.  Cedrick Bender 

allegedly fired two shots in 

an apartment on the 800 

block of Steuben Street last 

Thursday, hitting a man in 

the leg.  He fled the scene 

and was found hiding at a 

Schofield motel.  Bender is 

jailed on a $75,000 cash 

bond and due back in 

Marathon County Court 

next Wednesday. 

 

Another republican 

announced he’s running for 

Wisconsin’s 8th 

Congressional district seat.  

Mike Gallagher is a former 

Marine Corps captain and 

Green Bay native.  Last 

month, incumbent 

Congressman Reid Ribble 

announced he wasn’t 

seeking re-election.  Other 

candidates include 

republicans Terry McNulty, 

State Senator Frank Lasee 

and independent Wendy 



Gribben.  No democrats 

have announced.   

 

Effective next January, the 

town of Boulder Junction 

will collect an extra one 

percent room tax.  Voters 

and the town board 

approved the increase to 

5.5%.  Chamber Director 

Kristen Tichacek said the 

monies will help market the 

area and expand existing 

events.   

 

Any government, tribal or 

non-profit group in Forest, 

Oneida or Vilas counties 

can now apply for funding 

from the Northwoods United 

Way through April 15th.  

Applicants must provide 

programs focusing on basic 

needs, health, healing and 

crisis intervention as well as 

strengthening children, 

youth and families.  The 

funding is awarded in June. 
 

  News 3/1/16 12n,5p 1:30  Twelve states and one U-S 



Super Tuesday voting  territory have presidential 

primaries and caucuses on 

this Super Tuesday -- and 

what the voters decide 

could have a huge impact 

on the Wisconsin primary 

five weeks from now. 

Today's contests will 

determine which 

candidates get about one-

quarter of the Republican 

convention delegates who 

will make the final 

nomination, and the same 

is true for about 20-percent 

of Democratic delegates.  

Minnesota is the only state 

among Wisconsin's 

neighbors to have a Super 

Tuesday contest, with party 

caucuses this evening. 

Jon Litscher started his new 

post as the Wisconsin 

corrections' secretary, as a 

long-running probe 

continues into alleged 

abuses at the Lincoln Hills 

youth facility. Governor 

Scott Walker named 



Litscher in February to 

replace Ed Wall, who 

stepped down as the 

Justice Department 

investigation at the Lincoln 

County lock-up is into its 

second year.   He’s on paid 

leave, making 108-

thousand dollars per year 

while the Lincoln Hills probe 

continues for possibly up to 

12 more months. 

 Democratic U-S Senate 

candidate Russ Feingold 

says his opponent should 

join him in opposing the 

Trans-Pacific trade 

partnership. Feingold told 

the state machinists' council 

the proposed trade pact 

with eleven Pacific Rim 

nations would do "more 

damage to Wisconsin 

communities," and G-O-P 

Senate incumbent Ron 

Johnson should not delay a 

decision on how he'll vote. 

The Johnson campaign says 

the lawmaker is "closely 



examining" the 

"complicated" agreement.  

Feingold, who held 

Johnson's seat for 18 years 

until 2010, says his opponent 

has had four months to 

review the pact. 
 

  
Sex offender to spend time 
in prison News 3/2/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A 35-year-old former Lincoln 

County Deputy convicted 

of having sex with a 15-

year-old girl will spend five 

years in prison, followed by 

six years extended 

supervision.   Zachary Dorr 

was convicted of second 

degree sexual assault of a 

child in December after 

pleading guilty to the 

charge during a plea deal.  

Two similar charges were 

dismissed in exchange for 

the plea.   Dorr was 

accused of having sex with 

a 15-year-old last May at his 

Wausau home.  

Republican presidential 

candidate Donald Trump 

continues to face criticism 



for hesitating to disavow an 

endorsement from a former 

Ku Klux Klan grand wizard, 

including from House 

Speaker Paul Ryan.  Trump 

has been under fire since 

last weekend, when he 

responded to a question in 

a CNN interview about 

whether he would disavow 

a call for support from 

David Duke by saying he 

didn’t know enough about 

the white supremacist’s 

positions to take any action. 

Trump has since said he 

has rejected support from 

the former KKK leader, also 

noting that he had 

disavowed Duke at a news 

conference two 

days before the CNN 

interview.  Speaker Ryan 

said he typically tries to 

avoid commenting on the 

day-to-day operations of 

http://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2016/02/28/sotu-tapper-donald-trump-full-interview.cnn
http://www.today.com/news/donald-trump-kkk-non-answer-very-bad-earpiece-made-it-t76661


the presidential campaign, 

but felt the need to speak 

up about an issue that runs 

counter to what the GOP 

stands for, saying. “If a 

person wants to be the 

nominee of the Republican 

Party, there can be no 

evasion and no games.  

They must reject any group 

or cause that is built on 

bigotry,”. 

  

  
Lincoln Hills juvenile facility 
being investigated News 3/2/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Federal prosecutor John 

voo-dray of Madison says 

his office and the U-S 

Justice Department will 

decide if there's a "pattern" 

of abuse at the Lincoln Hills 

juvenile facility.  The state 

confirmed the civil rights 

probe yesterday, as well as 

a federal grand jury review 

that could lead to criminal 

charges against the 

institution and some of its 

present and former 



personnel.  The state Justice 

Department has spent 

more than a year 

investigating the state's 

school for troubled teens in 

Lincoln County, amid 

numerous reports of abuse 

by both staffers and 

inmates.  

Wisconsin hunters no longer 

have to wear number-tags 

on their backs while they're 

in the woods.  It was one of 

58 bills signed yesterday by 

Governor Scott Walker.  The 

tags are used to register 

deer and other animals.  

The Wisconsin Force group, 

calls the back-tags an 

"obstacle" to enjoying the 

state's sporting heritage -- 

while opponents say the 

new law makes it harder to 

identify hunters who 

trespass and break other 

laws.  That argument did 

not gain traction among 

lawmakers, as the bill 

passed the Assembly by a 



voice vote and the Senate 

by a wide margin. 

The Dept of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection is looking for 

Wisconsin dairy producers 

interested in serving the 

state’s dairy industry by 

representing their district on 

the Wisconsin Milk 

Marketing Board.  Eight out 

of 25 districts are up for 

election including Lincoln, 

Oneida, Price and Taylor 

counties in our broadcast 

area.  Nomination forms 

and information is available 

on the DATCP website. 
 

  
Merrill basketball coach 
resigns  News 3/3/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Merrill High School boy's 

varsity basketball coach 

Kurt Soderberg resigned, 

almost a month after being 

placed on paid leave.  The 

resignation takes effect at 

the end of this season.  

Soderberg will continue his 

role as associate principal.   

He and another coach, 



Adam Smith, were placed 

on leave following a 

confrontation with a parent 

after a game in Green Bay 

last month.   Administrators 

are confident a new coach 

for the program will be 

found soon.  Assistant 

Coach Troy Pieper takes 

over as head coach to 

finish the season as the 

team heads into the 

second round of the 

playoffs against top seeded 

Hortonville tomorrow. 

Groups that put trees into 

Wisconsin waters to 

improve their fish habitat 

will no longer face civil 

lawsuits under a bill signed 

by Governor Walker.  Those 

trees are called "fish sticks," 

and the D-N-R allows them 

if they're secured to the 

bottom by cables and parts 

of the trees are exposed 

above the water.  Assembly 

Republican Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander 



proposed the bill, after the 

Lake George Association 

shied away from the 

program.  They were afraid 

of being sued in the event 

of boating mishaps and 

other tree-related incidents. 

Rhinelander residents have 

expressed disappointment 

and concern about the ice 

skating rink at Pioneer Park 

in Rhinelander.  The ice is in 

poor condition and the rink, 

also used for hockey, is 

falling apart.  The city is 

removing the rink after this 

season and the parks 

department will be talking 

with Trig Solberg about 

building a new one on the 

green space downtown on 

Courtney Street.   

 

  
Wis. Food stamp recipients 
in the news News 3/3/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Wisconsin food stamp 

recipients would have to 

use their benefits or lose 

them, under a bill endorsed 

by a state Senate panel.  

The Republican measure 



was endorsed on a party-

line vote yesterday. The 

state Health Services 

agency would nullify Food-

Share cards that have not 

been used for six months or 

longer, while giving 

recipients a chance to re-

apply.  Any cards not used 

after one-year would be 

revoked. The bill is among 

several aimed at fighting 

fraud in the Food-Share. 

Outgoing House 

Republican Senator Reid 

Ribble is backing Marco 

Rubio for president.  Ribble, 

who represents northeast 

Wisconsin, announced the 

endorsement yesterday on 

a pair of state radio talk 

shows.  He says a nominee 

with experience in setting 

foreign policy would give 

the G-O-P the best chance 

of capturing the White 

House in November -- and 

Ribble believes Rubio, a U-S 

senator from Florida, would 



be the best choice in a 

matchup with Democrat 

and former Secretary-of-

State Hillary Clinton.  Ribble, 

who's stepping down this 

year, joins Wausau 

Republican Sean Duffy as 

the only Wisconsin House 

members to endorse Rubio. 

Business, environment and 

government organizations 

in states bordering the 

Great Lakes are asking the 

presidential candidates to 

pledge support for cleaning 

up the region's waters.  The 

groups released a priority list 

that includes spending at 

least $300 million a year on 

the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative, established in 

2009.  It focuses on fighting 

invasive species, reducing 

harmful algae blooms, 

cleaning toxic hot spots, 

reducing farm and city 

runoff, and restoring wildlife 

habitat and infrastructure. 

 



  
President Obama makes a 
stop in Milwaukee News 3/4/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

sought to re-assure fellow 

Republicans that states 

have had a lot of 

conservative success -- and 

he told the Conservative 

Political Action Conference 

in Maryland, not to "give 

up" regardless of how they 

feel about what's 

happening in the 

presidential race.  He also 

urged people to get 

involved in state-level 

politics.  Walker was joined 

by House Speaker Paul 

Ryan and Milwaukee 

County Sheriff David Clarke 

at the conference . 

President Barack Obama 

was in Milwaukee for a visit 

as part of the ObamaCare 

sign-up challenge.  Nearly 

38,000 city residents signed 

up through the federal 

insurance exchanges 

during last year’s enrollment 

period and first prize was a 

presidential visit.  He singled 



out Brent Brown of Mosinee, 

who told the crowd the 

program saved his life.  

Obama said, “Brent is why 

we fought so hard to fix a 

broken health care system 

in the first place,” “It wasn’t 

about Democrats or 

Republicans, it was about 

our values as Americans.”  

He also criticized the state’s 

republicans for opposing 

the ACA.  GOP Senator Ron 

Johnson was quick to 

respond saying the 

program hasn’t lived up to 

its name in the state and 

has cost jobs, raised 

premiums and deductibles 

and forced Wisconsinites to 

change doctors. 

A Winter Weather Advisory 

goes into effect this 

afternoon into Saturday for 

much of the listening area.  

A period of snow, with up to 

4-inches and a mix of 

freezing drizzle is expected 

to develop as temperatures 



climb to above normal.   
 

 Group says Lincoln Hills 
should be closed  
 News 3/4/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A coalition of non-profit 

advocacy groups says 

Wisconsin should close the 

embattled Lincoln Hills 

correctional facility for 

troubled youths.  The 

coalition "Youth First" issued 

a report yesterday claiming  

the Lincoln County 

institution and 79 similar sites 

throughout the U-S are 

"relics of the past."  The 

state Corrections 

Department refused 

comment on the report, 

which says the institutions 

are more expensive and 

less efficient than other 

options for rehabiitating 

juvenile offenders.  Youth 

First C-E-O Liz Ryan calls the 

adult-style prisons "toxic" for 

growing youngsters.  Lincoln 

Hills is under state and 

federal investigations for 

numerous alleged abuses 

of offenders. 

A large Milwaukee firm that 



makes mining equipment 

says it lost 40-million dollars 

from November-through-

January.  That's a year-to-

year plunge of 70-million 

dollars for Joy Global, which 

had a profit of 30-million in 

the same quarter the 

previous year.  C-E-O Ted 

Doheny says market 

conditions kept getting 

worse -- and Joy Global's 

customers are taking what 

he calls "unprecedented 

actions on their equipment 

fleets to conserve cash as 

commodity prices have 

weakened."  

Ministry Health Care clinics 

continue expanding into 

Central Wisconsin with a 

new facility opening in 

Schofield next month and 

another early next year 

along Westwood Drive near 

Bridge Street in Wausau. 

A winter weather advisory is 

in effect this afternoon into 

early tomorrow morning as 



a fast moving storm system 

tracks in.   Light to 

moderate snow will be 

possible with totals in the 2-

4" range, a bit less south of 

Wausau.   Temperatures will 

also moderate into the 50s 

next week, averaging 10-15 

degrees above normal.   
 

  
State bartenders under new 
law News 3/7/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Wisconsin bartenders could 

share in the penalties of 

serving minors under a 

proposed new law.  

Currently those penalties 

come down on the bar 

owners.  The measure, 

that’s already made it 

through the Assembly, shifts 

those consequences to the 

people actually serving the 

drinks.  The Senate is now 

looking it over.   

Snowmobile trails in Forest 

County are closed, 

effective today.  The 

Forestry Department 

reminds people off road 

vehicles are not allowed on 



the trails.  The Nicolet and 

Wolf River State Trails will 

reopen for recreational use 

on May first.   

The chancellor at the 

University of Wisconsin says 

former basketball coach Bo 

Ryan was cleared of 

misconduct last May.  A 

woman alleged Ryan 

misused university resources 

while he was having what 

was called an "improper 

personal relationship" with 

her.  Ryan is married.  He 

resigned abruptly last 

December, seven months 

after he had been cleared.  

The university investigation 

was reported online over 

the weekend. 

Wausau's city assessor is 

retiring a year earlier than 

originally planned.  Nan 

Giese said she was worn 

out by city government 

games and politics when 

she turned in her resignation 



last week.  Giese had 

worked at city hall for 35 

years, starting as the 

appraisal technician and 

working her way up.  Mayor 

Jim Tipple says he is 

amazed by her comments, 

praising Giese for opening a 

path for women in 

departments normally run 

by men. 

Wisconsin is one of more 

than two dozen states 

struggling with an invasion 

of so-called "super lice."  

The lice are resistant to 

over-the-counter 

treatments which usually 

work.   
 

  
State ice anglers are 
reminded ice is wearing thin News 3/7/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Ice anglers are reminded 

the ice is thinning rapidly 

and in many areas is 

already unsafe.  A Merrill 

man had his pickup end up 

in four feet of water of Lake 

Alexander last week as he 

was exiting at Badeau’s 

Bay.  He escaped 

unharmed.   Residents are 



also reminded to begin 

checking with local fire 

wardens for burning rules as 

the snow disappears.   

Members of the U-S 

Senate's finance panel 

continue to get an earful 

about a 2014 law letting 

pension funds cut benefits if 

it means staying solvent.  

Wisconsin Teamsters and 

others have been calling for 

a repeal, after the Central 

States Pension Fund asked 

for federal approval to 

reduce its payments 

because their current ones 

are more than what the 

fund takes in. Over the 

weekend, retired Teamsters 

gathered near Green Bay -- 

where they learned about 

a letter-writing campaign to 

the Senate panel and a 

national demonstration 

from pensioners in 

Washington next month. An 

estimated 40-thousand 

retired Teamsters in 



Wisconsin could lose 

benefits.  

The World Championship 

Cheese Contest began 

today in Madison, with 

more than 29-hundred 

entries.  The Wisconsin 

Cheese Makers Association 

puts on the event every two 

years -- but a U-S producer 

has not won the grand prize 

since 1988. Switzerland has 

produced four of the last 

five grand champions and 

this year's contest has 

entries from 23 nations and 

31 U-S states. Sixteen finalists 

will be chosen over the next 

couple of days for a gala 

on Wednesday night in 

which a new champion 

cheese will be crowned. 
 

  
Gas prices on the increase  News 3/8/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Last September the city of 

Merrill assumed ownership 

of the Lincoln County 

Fairgrounds and it needed 

work.  Most notably the 

grandstands, which were 

ruined by a severe storm 



several years ago.  

Yesterday morning, work 

began on the new 3000 

seat arena that should be 

ready by June.  

Construction on a new 

multipurpose facility begins 

later this summer. 

 

The average price of 

gasoline jumped by 7 cents 

over the past two weeks, to 

$1.84 a gallon.  

Industry analyst  Trilby 

Lundberg says  despite the 

increase, the pump price is 

70 cents per gallon 

cheaper than a year ago.  

She says the moderate hike 

is due to growing demand 

for gasoline across the 

nation and higher crude oil 

prices. 

Wisconsin is getting a jump 

start on syrup season as 

producers have already 

begun tapping trees.  The 

state is one of the nation’s 

leading providers of maple 

http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Gasoline-prices-reverse-rising-7-cents-in-2-weeks-371284041.html
http://www.wsaw.com/content/news/Gasoline-prices-reverse-rising-7-cents-in-2-weeks-371284041.html


syrup and with taps already 

flowing, that means spring 

can’t be too far behind.  

The season can last for 

several days to over a 

month, depending on 

weather.  By the way, it 

takes about 10 gallons of 

sap to make a quart of 

syrup. 
 

As the wins piled up through 

the month of February, the 

refrain around the 

Wisconsin men's basketball 

program changed from 

"who" to "when?"  The 

question became less 

about who would lead the 

Badgers on a full-time basis, 

but when that decision 

would become official.  It 

did yesterday as Greg Gard 

was named the 16th head 

men's basketball coach in 

UW history. 

 

  
Local road limits in effect News 3/8/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 The state Justice 

Department wants a gag 



order on the attorneys 

involved in a securities 

fraud case against two Vilas 

County businessmen. That 

was after their lawyer, 

Stephen Kravit, wrote a 

four-page statement 

criticizing prosecutors and 

denies wrongdoing. Forty-

year-old David Eliason of 

Saint Germain and 38-year-

old Brian Eliason of Eagle 

River are each charged 

with ten felony counts of 

misleading investors who 

put three-million dollars into 

a securities fund that later 

went under.  The state says 

the gag order is needed to 

assure a fair trial for the 

men, who have yet to 

make a court appearance 

in the case. 

With the recent mild 

weather, counties are 

beginning to announce 

local road limits for area 

roadways.  Forest county 

roads will be posted 



effective this Thursday while 

parts of Vilas County begin 

at noon on Monday.  

Numbered state highways 

went into effect today and 

those are available on the 

DOT website. 

Rhinelander High School’s 

mock trial team will be in 

familiar territory this 

weekend, competing in the 

33rd annual state 

tournament in Madison, an 

event they’ve won 17 times.  

A dozen regional 

champions and four 

wildcard teams take part, 

opening Saturday in the 

Dane County Courthouse 

for semi-final competition.  

Ultimately, the top two 

teams head to the 

Supreme Court for the 

championship.  Joining 

Rhinelander are regional 

winners Superior, Bay Port, 

Marshfield, Oshkosh West, 

LaCrosse Logan, Middleton, 

Oregon, Shorewood, Kettle 



Moraine, Lodi and Franklin.  

The wildcard entries include 

Wausau West, Madison 

West, Dodgeland and 

Appleton West.   
 

  
Rhinelander police 
investigating robbery  News 3/9/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

  
Rhinelander police are investigating an 

attempted robbery yesterday near a 

downtown supermarket. The incident 

occurred yesterday in the parking lot 

near Trig’s. An elderly woman told 

police she was approached by a man 

with a knife who forced her to get into 

her car with him. She fled the vehicle 

when he told her to leave the parking 

lot with him. The suspect is described 

as a black male in his early twenties, 

approximately five feet four inches to 

five feet six inches in height, with a 

thinner type build. Anyone with 

information about the suspect is urged 

to call the Rhinelander Police 

Department. 

 

 

Spring like weather is forcing 

snowmobile trails to close for the 

season in another Northwoods county. 

The Oneida County Forestry 

Department reports that the state 

funded snowmobile trail system will 

officially close for the season at eight 

this morning. Oneida county joins the 

majority of counties in Northeastern 

Wisconsin that have closed the trails 



for the season due to the mild weather. 

 

Governor Scott Walker defends the 

judge he appointed to Wisconsin's 

highest court and two lower ones. The 

Republican Walker says Rebecca 

Bradley is still the most qualified and 

experienced Supreme Court candidate -

- even though she's under fire for sharp 

anti-gay and anti-abortion opinions she 

wrote in a campus newspaper while in 

college at Marquette. Walker said 

yesterday it's "irrelevant" to describe 

how he feels, because "it's now up to 

the voters" to decide whether to keep 

Bradley on the Supreme Court in her 

April fifth election against JoAnne 

Kloppenburg. Devin Gatton, who 

heads a conservative state gay rights' 

group, says Bradley has already 

showed that her views have changed by 

speaking to groups like Fair Wisconsin 

-- the state's best-known gay rights 

organization. 
 

  
Wis. Employers expect to 
hire more employees over 
the next three months News 3/9/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 (Brown Deer, WI) Governor 

Scott Walker journeyed to the 

Milwaukee area yesterday to sign 

a bill into law that creates a 

temporary teaching license based 

on experience for vocational 

education teachers. The new law 

creates a licensing process based 

on experience in noncore 

subjects, including agriculture, 



child services, food services and 

marketing education. Supporters 

say the law will help school 

districts offer more courses in 

vocational areas. Vocational 

teachers hired by a school district 

are issued a three-year teaching 

license by the Department of 

Public Instruction. 

 

Wisconsin employers expect to 

hire more people in the next three 

months than in the first three. 

That's according to a quarterly 

survey by the Milwaukee-based 

Manpower Incorporated. Twenty-

six percent of the companies 

surveyed in the Badger State 

expect to add workers from April 

through June, and four-percent 

project layoffs – for a "net 

employment outlook" of 22-

percent. That's six points higher 

than the index for the first quarter 

of this year. However, Manpower 

says the spring hiring outlook is a 

bit slower than one-year ago. 

 

 Eight years after General Motors 

left Janesville, the city has asked 

the automaker for 25-million 



dollars to start a "legacy fund" to 

boost the local economy. 

Janesville City Manager Mark 

Freitag has praised the way G-M 

strived to leave the community on 

good terms after the plant closed 

in 2008. The city began its efforts 

this winter to sell the site where 

cars and trucks were made for 

almost 90 years. G-M spokesman 

Dan Flores tells the Janesville 

Gazette the request is legitimate, 

and the company is reviewing it. 

Freitag says the city's fund 

request is appropriate, and he has 

no idea how G-M will respond. 
 

  
Four local people indicted on 
federal drug charges News 3/10/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 Four people have been 

indicted on federal drug 

charges.  31-year old 

Andrew Nelson and 48-year 

old Karen Zais of Merrill and 

two Wausau residents, 29-

year old Patrick Keenan 

and 32-year old Jaimie 

Pankow were all charged 

with possessing and 

intending to deliver 

methamphetamines.  The 

investigation from both the 

Lincoln and Marathon 



County Sheriff’s 

departments along with 

state and federal offices 

went back to last summer.   

A Lac du Flambeau woman 

is free on a $10,000 

signature bond as the 

embezzlement case 

against her moves forward.  

49-year old Samantha 

Chapman faces seven 

felony counts and a 

misdeameanor for 

allegedly stealing over 

$100,000 from her employer.  

She entered a not guilty 

plea in Vilas County Court 

yesterday.  The business 

notified the sheriff’s 

department in July of 2013 

about the missing funds 

and the investigation led to 

Chapman allegedly writing 

checks to herself or cashing 

them.  She’s back in court 

May 16th. 

Governor Scott Walker 

wants to change the state's 

voter ID law, so veterans 



can use their veterans ID.  

He says he'd like that to be 

in place for the April 5 

election.  Walker says the 

Senate still has to take up 

the proposal and he hopes 

that will happen in the next 

week or two.  The governor 

says he's already talked 

with Government 

Accountability Board 

staffers, so they know the 

change should be coming 

soon.  

Hackers have stolen tax 

information from almost 200 

Ozaukee County officials 

and employees.  Some 

workers found identity 

thieves beat them to their 

refunds by using their Social 

Security numbers.  
 

  
State has 4

th
 highest 

property taxes according to 
recent report News 3/10/16 12n,5p 1:30 

  A Washington-based 

financial group says 

Wisconsin still has the 

nation's fourth-highest 

property taxes, despite 

efforts by state Republicans 

to get them in check.  



Wallet-Hub says the 

average homeowner paid 

almost 33-hundred dollars 

last year on a property 

valued at the national 

average of 176-thousand 

dollars.  Local governments 

and schools set their own 

tax rates, but Wallet-Hub 

says Wisconsin's median 

home prices and tax 

payments come out to an 

average effective tax rate 

of one-point-nine-seven 

percent of an owner's land 

value. 

Students at West Allis 

Central High School had 

the day off, so police and 

school leaders look for ways 

to end a string of three 

bomb threats in as many 

days.  Somebody called 

about 10:30 yesterday 

morning to say the school 

would blow up -- and 

students were moved to a 

nearby church.   

Superintendent Marty 



Lexmond says those making 

the bomb threats face 

expulsion, criminal charges 

and a bill for the cost of 

handling the threats -- and 

a two-thousand-dollar 

reward is offered for 

information about suspects.  

West Allis Central still plans 

to host a W-I-A-A boys' 

sectional basketball game 

tonight. 

 Both State Supreme Court 

candidates have appeared 

together for the first time 

since Justice Rebecca 

Bradley's controversial 

college writings came out 

that slammed gays, victims 

of date rape, and AIDS and 

abortion patients.  Bradley 

again apologized and said 

she's a much different 

person. Challenger JoAnne 

Kloppenburg says Bradley 

kept espousing "extreme, 

conservative viewpoints" 

during her career -- to 

which Bradley said she has 



no record of injecting 

personal politics in any of 

her court rulings.  
 

  
Meetings in Antigo giving 
people info on School district News 3/11/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A series of public meetings 

are giving voters in Antigo 

the information necessary 

to make significant 

changes to the school 

district.  A nearly $26 million 

dollar referendum comes 

up next month, seeking 

approval to build a new 

elementary school, 

renovate two others and 

close five more.  District 

residents heard about the 

plans at a meeting last 

night and another is set for 

March 21st.   

Meanwhile, voters in the 

Mosinee school district face 

similar challenges with 

aging buildings and badly 

needed maintenance.   

They’re asking for almost 

$45 million for the work, 

mainly to keep the buildings 

safe.   

State school superintendent 



Tony Evers will tour the 

award winning Fab Lab at 

Three Lakes High School this 

afternoon and see student 

demonstrations of its 3D 

modeling and printing 

technology.  It’s the first 

school fabrication 

laboratory in the state.  

Equipped with an array of 

flexible computer 

controlled tools, the lab 

supports student designs 

from elementary through 

high school.  The lab is also 

open to the public.   

Prosecutors say a rural 

Wausau man texted a 

woman with whom he was 

having an affair the day 

before he fatally shot his 

wife of 42 years.  Sixty-two 

year old Mark Sturm returns 

to Marathon County Circuit 

Court next week, when a 

judge will decide whether 

to order a trial on charges 

of homicide, resisting 

police, and bail jumping.  



The body of Sturm's 62-year-

old wife Patricia was found 

in her bed on February 

28th.  

Work begins next month 

runway improvements and 

lighting at the Manitowish 

Water Municipal Airport.  

More than $1.2 million was 

approved for the project. 
 

  
Wisconsin Rapids man 
returns to court News  3/11/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 U-W President Ray Cross 

hopes the new tenure 

protection policies for 

faculty members will end 

people's assumptions that 

tenure means a "job for life."  

Cross disputes faculty 

contentions that the tenure 

package the university's 

Board of Regents approved 

yesterday would end 

academic freedom in the 

classroom.  A task force 

came up with the package 

after lawmakers removed 

tenure from state law. 

 Tenured faculty could be 

terminated for poor 

performance and laid off if 



their programs are cut for 

financial reasons.  After the 

Regents' vote, the 

American Association of 

University Professors said the 

changes could damage 

the U-W's efforts to recruit 

and keep top-quality 

faculty. 

A man convicted of falsely 

reporting a drowning 

incident to cover up his 

own crimes returns to court 

April 15th.  That's when 20-

year-old Zachary Linzmeier 

of Wisconsin Rapids could 

find out how much he'll pay 

to cover the cost of the 

rescuers who responded.  

Linzmeier was sentenced 

this week to 30 days in jail 

and two years of probation 

-- and a hearing was 

ordered to decide how 

much he should pay 

Stevens Point area rescue 

squad members who 

responded to his hoax with 

prosecutors saying he 



made it up to cover his 

underaged drinking. 

It's getting harder for 

people to get their hands 

on the Wisconsin product 

that won the World 

Championship Cheese 

Contest. A smear-ripened 

Grand Chu Su/shwa from 

Emmi Roth U-S-A of 

Fitchburg became the first 

U-S cheese in 28 years to 

win the world contest that's 

held every two years in 

Madison. 
 

  
Ringle man dies in weekend 
accident News 3/14/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 A 29 year old Ringle man 

died in a weekend traffic 

crash.  Shane Low was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene after his tanker truck 

rolled off Hwy 45 near 

Antigo Saturday morning, 

puncturing the tank and 

spilling about 5000 gallons 

of gasoline.  The road was 

closed for several hours 

while the Oneida county 

hazmat team contained 



the spill.   

Marshfield Clinic has signed 

a memorandum of 

understanding with Ministry 

Health Care to complete 

the sale of St. Joseph’s 

Hospital later this year.  

Marshfield Clinic had 

announced plans last year 

to build a new, 200-bed, 

$175-million hospital in 

Marshfield.  Ministry had 

urged Marshfield city 

leaders to block the 

proposal, claiming the city 

was not big enough to 

support two hospitals.  The 

project still won approval 

from the plan commission 

and the zoning board.  

Those plans are now on 

hold, but the fears of lost 

jobs, reduced access to 

healthcare and a large 

empty building may be 



over.  The deal still needs 

the approval of the Vatican 

on behalf of Ministry and 

because of the size of the 

transaction, from the US 

Justice department.  It 

would also allow Ministry to 

become the sole owner of 

the Diagnostic and 

Treatment Center, which 

both institutions co-own in 

Weston.    

Rhinelander High School’s 

Mock Trial team finished 

state competition in second 

place over the weekend.  

The finals took place 

Saturday in the Supreme 

Court chambers in 

Madison.  The team 

amassed 30 regional 

championships over 30 

years, 17 state and one 

national title.  Shorewood 

moved to national 

competition next month in 



Boise, Idaho.   

 

  
Wausau boy’s trial opens 
today News 3/14/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A two-week jury trial 

opened this morning for a 

16-year-old boy charged as 

an adult with a killing in 

Wausau triggered by a 

gang dispute on social 

media.  Dylan Yang of 

Mosinee is charged with 

first-degree reckless 

homicide in the stabbing 

death of 13-year-old Isaiah 

Powell in late February of 

last year.  Marathon County 

prosecutors say two youth 

gangs argued on 

Facebook before Powell 

and others fired a B-B gun 

at Yang's house.  Yang 

reportedly responded by 

grabbing a knife and 

stabbing Powell, an eighth-

grader at a Wausau middle 

school.  The incident 

resulted in community 

forums where Wausau 

police and school leaders 

encouraged parents to 



monitor their children's use 

of social media. 

With the turn in the 

weather, road construction 

season hits in full force with 

traffic slowdowns south of 

Minocqua as the widening 

of Hwy 51 is underway.  

Motorists will also see lane 

closures heading into 

Wausau on 51, I-39 and 

Hwy 29 as crews work on 

everything from bridges to 

brush cutting.  Drivers are 

urged to slow down 

entering the work zones. 

 If you watched the N-C-A-

A Tournament Selection 

Show to see where 

Wisconsin would play, you 

might wonder why they 

were not seen celebrating 

when their names were 

called.  The crowd at the 

Kohl Center already knew, 

as the entire bracket was 

leaked on Twitter 15 

minutes before C-B-S 

announced the Badgers 



would get a Number-seven 

seed and a Friday night 

game against Pittsburgh.  

The team played it cool on 

T-V while the network 

decided that wasn’t 

exciting enough to 

broadcast.  
 

 
      

 
Plea deal not reached in 
Wausau case News 3/15/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A plea deal was offered 

but not reached and the 

trial of a 16-year old 

Wausau boy will continue in 

Marathon County Court.  

Dylan Yang is charged with 

first degree reckless 

homicide in the Feburary 

2015 stabbing of a Wausau 

8th grader.  Yang was 15 

when he was arrested and 

charged with the death of 

13-year old Isaiah Powell.  

Court documents show the 

two were in rival gangs.    

Classes at UW-Platteville 

resume today after reports 

of an armed man yesterday 

locked the campus down.  



A student reported hearing 

a clicking sound and seeing 

a rifle barrel in a rest room in 

Ullsvik Hall.  He pulled the 

fire alarm, evacuating the 

building and authorities 

soon closed the entire 820 

acre campus.  No suspect 

was found as of this 

morning.  Meanwhile, 

police in Green Bay are 

searching for two men 

involved in a shooting that 

locked down all schools on 

the city’s east side 

yesterday morning. 

An old light fixture was the 

probable cause of a fire 

that damaged a barn in 

the town of Maine last 

night.  It was reported 

about 9:00 and firefighters 

were able to contain in 

quickly.  It could have been 

much worse since there 

was ginseng and barrels of 

kerosene in the building.  

Another fire, this one an 

hour earlier at a home in 



Wausau caused minor 

damage to the building at 

121 Broadway Avenue.  

Crews were called to the 

home around 8:00 for a fire 

that broke out behind a 

refrigerator in the kitchen.  

The ten people inside all 

got out safely.   

 

 
Wisconsin senate working 
through bills News 3/15/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Senate is 

working through more than 

80 bills today, their final 

meeting of the year in a 

session that could be 

remembered more for 

what’s not passed than 

what is.  G-O-P leaders did 

not include the most 

politically-contentious bills 

the Assembly left when it 

adjourned last month.   

Some, but not all of 

Governor Scott Walker's 

college affordability plan is 

up for approval.  One of the 

key parts of the package 

will die because Senate 

leaders did not put it up for 



a vote -- the one that ends 

limits on income tax 

deductions for student loan 

interest.  Also, the Senate 

will act on some -- but not 

all -- of the Assembly's 

package to help 

Alzheimer's-and-dementia 

patients and their 

caregivers.  G-O-P leaders 

agreed to act on an extra 

one-million dollars in 

funding for respite care, 

plus a pilot program for new 

county response units for 

dementia-related 

emergencies. 

For years, rumble strips were 

carved into state highways 

to get drivers to slow down -

- or wake up and stay in 

their lanes.  Now, the D-O-T 

will use temporary, portable 

rumble strips at construction 

sites around the state this 

year to urge motorists to 

slow down -- and to keep 

flag-persons safe.  Officials 

say drivers often ignore 



signs that they're entering 

work zones and the rumble 

strips will provide a loud 

and vibrating message to 

slow down.  12 people died 

and 945 others were injured 

in work-zone crashes last 

year -- and most of those 

were drivers who were 

either distracted or going 

too fast. 
 

 
Gov. Walker makes run 
through northwoods News 3/16/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

swung through the North 

yesterday, hosting a 

listening session in Laona, a 

stop at the Crandon 

Schools complex and finally 

a bill signing in Florence to 

restore funding to the 

Florence Wild Rivers 

Interpretive Center.  The 

building houses the DNR, US 

Forest Service, DMV, UW-

Extension and Country 

Forestry and Parks 

departments.  The 

Republican measure was 

authored by Assemblymen 

Rob Swearingen of 



Rhinelander and Jeff 

Mursau of Crivitz along with 

Senator Tom Tiffany of 

Hazelhurst.   

Nearly all of Lincoln County 

will have access to 

broadband service in four 

years.  In a presentation to 

the county board 

yesterday, Frontier 

Communications laid out 

plans for the expansion with 

the help of a $3.5 million 

grant.  The program is part 

of a national push to 

provide service to rural 

areas. 

The Wausau School Board is 

looking at a referendum to 

expand one of the most 

crowded elementary 

schools in the district.  

Stettin Elementary has the 

capacity to handle nearly 

250 students, but it’s 

already over 300.  This week 

administrators looked a 

moving boundaries as a 

way to shift students to 



other schools but that met 

with swift reaction from 

parents.  The next option 

was to add four to six 

classrooms and they’ll need 

voter approval for that.   

A powerful winter storm 

already has warnings 

posted for Ashland/Bayfield 

and Iron Counties for more 

than a foot of snow through 

tomorrow.  Price County will 

pick up 4-8 while much of 

northcentral Wisconsin will 

be in the 3-to-5 inch range.  

Gusty winds will add to the 

travel problems.   
 

 
Political focus in Wis.  News 3/1/6/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 It looks like the Democratic 

presidential race will be 

settled by the time 

Wisconsinites vote April fifth, 

but the G-O-P race remains 

in play. Democrat Hillary 

Clinton won all five states 

that voted yesterday, 

although the margin was so 

slim in Missouri that a 

recount is possible. C-N-N 

estimates Bernie Sanders 



would have to win 72-

percent of the remaining 

delegates in upcoming 

primaries-and-caucuses in 

order to win the 

nomination.  On the 

Republican side, Marco 

Rubio dropped out of the 

race after losing his home 

state of Florida to Donald 

Trump -- who also had big 

wins in three other states 

while Ohio Governor John 

Kasich won his home state.  

Trump remains the G-O-P 

front-runner, but the last 

Marquette Law School poll 

gave him only 30-percent 

support in Wisconsin. 

The Wisconsin Senate voted 

to limit the amount of tax 

increases by public schools 

to cover lost state aid when 

students transfer to private 

voucher schools.  On a 19-

13 party line vote, the 

Senate gave Governor 

Scott Walker a Republican 

bill that limits tax hikes to the 



actual aid that's lost -- not 

the total taxes collected for 

each student, which is 

higher.   Also, the Senate 

approved more state funds 

to help Alzheimer's and 

dementia patients and their 

caregivers -- and to create 

a pilot county-level 

emergency response 

program for those people.  

The Senate also voted to 

ban communities from 

prohibiting plastic bags for 

shoppers and to stop 

having cities ban real 

Christmas trees in churches 

and the State Capitol. 
 

 
Weather around the area 
causing flooding News 3/17/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Before changing to snow, 

much of the North was hit 

with heavy rains the past 

two days and that’s run off 

the still frozen ground, 

causing flooding in many 

locations.  Warnings are in 

effect for the Red River in 

Rib Falls along with portions 

of the Wisconsin below 

Wausau, Merrill, Rothschild 



and Wisconsin Rapids.  Hwy 

102 in Price County was 

closed along with adjoining 

local roads covered by 

water from swollen rivers 

and creeks.  Levels are 

expected to recede today. 
 

The DNR released two 

general permits for public 

comment related to non-

metallic mining.  One 

covers operations that 

typically include mining of 

gravel, stone, rock and 

other aggregate.  A second 

covers industrial sand 

mining.  Nearly 2400 

nonmetallic mining 

operations are covered 

under current versions of 

these permits.  These are 

intended to eliminate 

significant environmental 

impacts of storm and/or 

wastewater discharges 

associated with nonmetallic 

mining operations.  The 

department is also 



developing a new study 

aimed at better 

understanding potential 

groundwater effects from 

industrial sand mining.  A 

third permit covers 

concrete product 

operations that discharge 

washwater and other 

processes involving 

wastewater.  The public has 

until April 30th to comment 

on the permits and can 

view them on the DNR 

website.   

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department bolstered their 

staff with three new 

deputies.  Tony Ellenbecker 

of Merrill, Michael 

Remington of Gleason and 

Joel Prahl of Wausau are all 

in the final phases of field 

training.  Two more hires are 

expected according to 

Sheriff Jeff Jaeger who said 

it’s good to see local 

candidates filling the 

positions.   
 



 
Two more Wisconsinites die 
from infection News 3/17/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Two more Wisconsinites 

died after getting the 

Elizabeth-Kingia bacterial 

infection.  State health 

officials say the death toll is 

now 17, and the total 

confirmed cases rose by six 

in the past week to 54.  The 

affected counties remain 

the same, 12 throughout 

the southeast third of 

Wisconsin. F ederal and 

state health experts are still 

looking for the cause of the 

outbreak. 

Wisconsin veterans can use 

military identification in 

order to vote in the state.  

That was a provision of a bill 

signed into law by 

Governor Scott Walker, 

adding the veterans IDs to 

the list of acceptable forms 

of identification at the polls. 

The bill also allows for online 

voter registration, while 

ending use of special 

registration deputies to 

assist people to register.  



House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville again says no to 

becoming the G-O-P 

presidential nominee, even 

if it's up for grabs at a 

contested party 

convention.  Ryan's aides 

categorically deny that 

their boss is interested.  

Spokeswoman AshLee 

Strong later said he's 

"grateful" for the support, 

but he won't take the 

nomination under any 

circumstances this year.  

Madison and Milwaukee 

are among the country's 25 

best places to celebrate on 

this Saint Patrick's Day.  

That's according to Wallet 

Hub-Dot-Com, which rates 

Madison as the seventh-

best place for the Irish to 

celebrate their heritage -- 

and Milwaukee 23rd, with 

Boston at Number-One. The 

rankings are based on the 

numbers of Irish pubs per 

resident, prices for drinks 



and hotels, safety factors, 

and the weather. 
 

 
Conover school bus accident 
injures two people  News 6/18/16 6a,7a,8a  

One person was critically 

injured in an incident near 

the campus of UW-Stevens 

Point last night.  Police 

responded to a call of 

hearing gunshots, ending 

up on the 2700 block of 5th 

Avenue around 8:00.  They 

then assisted first responders 

at the nearby Berg Gym on 

the campus where a man 

was found with substantial 

injuries.  He was stabilized 

and transferred to a trauma 

center.  No other 

information is available.    

A school bus accident 

yesterday morning near 

Conover injured two 

people, including a student.  

The Vilas County Sheriff’s 

office reported a bus was 

stopped on Hwy 45 about 

7:45 picking up students 

with two cars behind it.  A 

second bus ran into the 



vehicles.  One of those 

drivers and a student were 

transported with minor 

injuries.   

More than a dozen rivers in 

Wisconsin had flood 

warnings yesterda in the 

aftermath of heavy rain-

and-snow the past couple 

days.  The National 

Weather Service expects 

major flooding in Portage 

along the Wisconsin River 

and moderate flooding 

along the Wisconsin River at 

Rothschild and the Black 

River at Galesville and Black 

River Falls — which was five-

feet above its flood stage 

earlier Thursday.  The 

Wisconsin River is under 

various types of flooding 

conditions between Merrill 

and the Castle Rock Dam in 

Juneau County.  Other 

flood warnings are out for 



parts of the Eau Claire, 

Chippewa, Yellow, Oconto, 

Big Rib, Little Wolf, 

Embarrass, Pecatonica, Fox, 

Sugar, and Baraboo rivers. 

They’re expected to drop 

below their banks anytime 

from today to well into next 

week. 

 

 
DNR launches new 
campaign  News 3/18/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The DNR is back on track 

with its new licensing 

system, launching their 

broader, “Go Wild” 

campaign yesterday.  The 

new system, accessible at 

GOWILD.WI.GOV  offers 

licenses, tags and other 

DNR products through more 

than 1000 vendors 

statewide, at department 

service centers and mobile 

devices.  Later this month 

boat, snowmobile, ATV and 

UTV registrations will be 

added.  Also available will 

be trail passes and sign ups 



for safety education 

courses and more.   

 The company expected to 

acquire the U-S operations 

of Milwaukee's Miller 

Brewing says it will keep its 

corporate headquarters 

where they are.  Molson-

Coors of Denver says it will 

maintain Miller's larger 

operation with Coors in 

Chicago, where it's been 

since the two brewing firms 

combined their American 

production and sales 

sectors a number of years 

ago.  The parent 

companies of Miller and 

Budweiser are merging -- 

but due to anti-trust 

concerns, the U-S Miller-

Coors operation is being 

spun off to Molson-Coors.  

The Justice Department 

approved the move in 

principal, but it's still 

pending.  Miller-Coors has 

offices and a brewery in 

Milwaukee.  



Wisconsinites will get to see 

the two candidates for the 

State Supreme Court 

debate each other tonight.  

Justice Rebecca Bradley 

and her challenger JoAnne 

Kloppenburg will discuss the 

issues for one hour, starting 

at seven on Wisconsin 

Public Television and Radio.  

The Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel and public 

broadcasting are co-

sponsoring the debate, 

which will originate from 

Madison.  J-S Online will 

feature a panel reacting to 

the candidates' comments 

-- and former state Justice 

Janine Geske (guess-kee) 

will be part of that group. 
 

 
Wausau man takes own life News 3/21/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The 62-year old rural 

Wausau man, charged with 

his wife’s murder took his 

own life over the weekend.  

Mark Sturm was found 

unresponsive in his cell in 

the Marathon County Jail 

about 8:00 Saturday 



morning.  No other 

information has been 

released.  His wife, Patricia, 

was found in their home in 

February, dead of a 

gunshot wound.   

A Shawano County woman 

is in custody following a 

shooting.  The report 

indicates a man was shot 

during a domestic violence 

incident early yesterday 

morning at a home on 

Marble Avenue in the 

village of Mattoon.   

Republican presidential 

hopeful John Kasich will be 

in Wisconsin this week, 

hosting a town hall meeting 

Wednesday in Wauwatosa.  

He’s the first candidate still 

in the race from either party 

to announce a campaign 

stop in the state this year.  

Democrat Hillary Clinton’s 

staff announced that her 

daughter, Chelsea, will 

attend events in Madison, 



Milwaukee and Waukesha 

on Thursday on her 

mother’s behalf.  

Wisconsin’s presidential 

preference primary is April 

fifth. 

Despite the shrinking field, 

Governor Scott Walker is still 

not sure if he will endorse 

anyone in the presidential 

race before the state's 

primary.   In a stop in Green 

Bay last week, the governor 

said the field became a 

little clearer after Tuesday's 

contests, but no decision 

has been made yet.  

In sports, a 3-point buzzer 

beater sent the Wisconsin 

Badgers to the Sweet 16 in 

NCAA tournament play 

with a 66-63 win over 

second seeded Xavier last 

night.  They now head to 

Philadelphia Friday to take 



on Notre Dame.   

 

 
Numerous street signs 
damaged in Lincoln Co.  News 3/21/16 12n,5p 1:30 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department is looking for 

help after numerous street 

signs were damaged over 

the weekend.  The incidents 

were reported in the towns 

of Bradley and King.  Roads 

where signs were damaged 

include County A, 

Schmidtbauer Road, Spring 

Creek road, Nibler road 

and others in the town of 

Bradley.  At least one 

mailbox was also 

damaged.  Evidence 

collected shows a pickup 

truck was likely used to 

knock the signs over.  You 

can contact the sheriff’s 

office if you have any 

information. 

The city of Rhinelander will 

kick off its utility and 

streetscape improvement 

project with a 

groundbreaking ceremony 



on Tuesday, April 5th.  The 

multi-million dollar project 

will replace underground 

utilities throughout the 

downtown area as well as 

redo many of the streets 

across a wide area.  The 

event takes place at the 

north Anderson street 

parking area at 1:00. 

As the tax filing deadline 

gets closer, scammers 

appear to be getting more 

aggressive in trying to steal 

personal data.  Officials are 

getting more complaints 

from people getting phone 

threats that the I-R-S will sue 

them if they don't pay 

something now. They claim 

to need people's Social 

Security and bank account 

data to process their 

returns. Frank Frassetto of 

the state's consumer 

protection agency says e-

mail scams are also 

growing -- and while most 

people know the real I-R-S 



won't call or e-mail them, 

the scammers are catching 

people off guard. This year's 

filing deadline is four weeks 

from today. 
 

 
Marshfield clinic denied 
expansion of services in 
Minocqua News 3/22/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

The Oneida County Board 

of Adjustment denied the 

appeal of the Marshfield 

Clinic to expand services in 

Minocqua.  The clinic 

planned to build a 17,000 

square foot, 12-bed skilled 

nursing facility next to their 

ambulatory surgical suites.  

It’s also right across the 

street from the Howard 

Young Medical Center, 

who’s contested the plan 

from the beginning.  The 

original conditional use 

permit was applied for last 

May and it was approved 

by the town board.  But it 

was not binding on the 

Planning and Zoning 

Committee.  A series of 

meetings led to the CUP 

being denied.  Further 

meetings led to a final 



decision in September with 

Marshfield appealing a 

month later.  The Oneida 

County Board of 

adjustment then 

conducted another series 

of meetings with the clinic’s 

position being denial of the 

CUP would take away the 

communities right to 

receive innovative health 

care services at a reduce 

cost.  Howard Young 

maintained it would not.  

Yesterday, in an 18-page 

decision, the board denied 

the appeal on the grounds 

Marshfield did not prove 

the expansion would be a 

benefit.  The clinic can 

appeal this decision to the 

court within 30-days.   

After processing more than 

175,000 hunting and fishing 

licenses over the weekend, 

the DNR’s new “Go Wild” 

licensing system crashed, 

affecting several thousand 

customers waiting for 



leftover turkey tags.  A 

software glitch was 

discovered and repaired in 

about half an hour and 

began processing the more 

than 109,000 available 

spring permits beginning 

with Zone 1.  The remaining 

Zones will be sold the rest of 

this week.   
 

 
Voter turnout predicted for 
Wisconsin News 3/22/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 A 40-percent voter turnout 

is predicted in Wisconsin 

two weeks from today, the 

largest for a presidential 

primary in 36 years when 

Republican Ronald Reagan 

was on his way to the White 

House.  The state 

Government Accountability 

Board expects one-and-

three-quarter million eligible 

voters to go to the polls.  

Board director Kevin 

Kennedy says Republican 

Donald Trump will attract 

new voters, both for and 

against him -- and a tight 

race between Democrats 

Hillary Clinton and Bernie 



Sanders will also be a big 

draw.  A lot of people are 

voting early already.  Two 

weeks of absentee voting 

began yesterday at 

municipal offices 

throughout the state.  

Antigo School District 

parents sounded off on a 

$25.9 million dollar 

referendum yesterday that 

would close five rural 

elementary schools and 

lower the entry grade in 

middle and high school to 

5th and 8th, respectively.  

That plan met with 

opposition from many 

parents who said the young 

age mixing in with high 

schoolers is not a good 

situation.  The school board 

has not yet decided which 

schools would close, where 

elementary school students 

from rural areas will switch 

for the remaining two, or 

what the plan for 

transportation is.  The 



referendum goes to a vote 

on April 5. 

The National Weather 

Service has issued a Winter 

Storm Watch effective until 

1:00 Thursday afternoon for 

the counties of Langlade, 

Lincoln, Marathon, 

Menominee, Portage, 

Shawano, Waupaca, 

Waushara and Wood, and 

a Winter Storm Watch 

effective until noon 

Thursday for the counties of 

Adams, Clark, Juneau and 

Taylor. 

 

 
Winter storm warnings in 
effect for central Wis.  News 3/23/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Winter Storm Warnings are 

in effect for all of Central 

Wisconsin through 

tomorrow afternoon.  The 

system is developing slower 

than anticipated and 

should arrive later today 

bringing 8-to-14 inches of 

snow, with the heaviest 

amounts expected 

overnight.  Strong northeast 

winds will accompany the 
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storm making travel difficult 

and power outages are 

possible due to the wet, 

heavy snow and wind.  

Much of Northern Wisconsin 

will see one to five inch 

amounts.  Stay with this 

station for the latest 

weather information 

 

Downtown Rhinelander’s 

reconstruction project will 

start early.  Beginning 

Monday.  Davenport Street, 

the main link to the business 

district will be closed from 

the bridge to Brown Street 

as the first phase of utility 

work and the Streetscape 

project gets underway.  

Work on the nearly $10-

million project is expected 

to run into next year 

throughout the downtown 

and detours will be clearly 

marked as different roads 

are closed.     

 

Grocery shoppers are 



paying less this spring for 

some of the most common 

items on store shelves. A 

new survey by 

the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 

Federation found that the 

cost of 16 basic foods 

dropped almost seven 

percent since last fall.  Egg 

prices that spiked over 

concerns about the avian 

flu that impacted the size of 

flocks have come down.  

And beef and pork prices 

also dropped because of 

growing supplies.  Reduced 

prices for milk and other 

dairy products are 

reflecting surpluses.  Lower 

energy costs are also 

making it cheaper to 

transport food and that’s 

being passed on to 

consumers 

 
Struck down state law News 3/23/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin Department of 

Justice attorneys have 

asked the U-S Supreme 

Court to reverse an appeals 

court which struck down 



this state's law requiring 

abortion providers to have 

admitting privileges at 

nearby hospitals.  They 

want the high court to rule 

the 7th U-S Circuit Court of 

Appeals was wrong when it 

determined the 2013 law is 

unconstitutional.  The 

justices may wait until they 

have ruled on a similar 

Texas law before making a 

decision affecting 

Wisconsin.  Planned 

Parenthood and Affiliated 

Medical Services argue the 

law is an unconstitutional 

restriction on abortions. 

 Dozens of hunters showed 

up at the Department of 

Natural Resources' Zone 2 

Regional Service Center in 

Howard Tuesday.  They 

were the somewhat 

involuntary test subjects for 

the second day of the 

introduction of Wisconsin's 

Go Wild licensing system.  

There had been some 



glitches Monday, but it only 

took about an hour for 40 

hunters to get the turkey 

permits they were after.  

About two-thirds of the 14-

thousand leftover turkey 

permits were distributed 

and D-N-R officials say their 

new system is working now. 

Voters in a small Door 

County village cast their 

ballots whether to allow the 

sale of beer and wine at 

establishments when they 

go to the polls next month.  

Ephraim has been dry since 

it was incorporated 163 

years ago.  The most recent 

effort to legalize alcohol 

sales went down in a one-

sided defeat in 1992, with 

74 percent of the voters 

saying "no."  The petition to 

put the referendum on the 

April ballot earned three 

times the number of 

signatures which were 

required. 
 

 News 3/24/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 A 53-year old Bryant 



Bryant woman killed in 
car/bike accident 

woman died after a car 

struck her bicycle.  Michelle 

Koss was riding along Hwy A 

near Augustyn Springs Road 

in Langlade County 

Tuesday afternoon when 

she was struck by the 

vehicle.  She was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The 80-year old 

driver was not hurt.   

The Governor mobilized the 

National Guard and utility 

crews were fully manned in 

anticipation of an early 

spring storm that again 

didn’t dump what was 

expected.  Forecasters said 

the dividing line was sharp.  

While Rhinelander didn’t 

get a flake, just down the 

highway Merrill tallied over 

7”, Wausau over 8.5” and 

that was about the 

average across much of 

Central Wisconsin.  Schools 

there closed in advance of 

the snowfall.  Early this 

morning Wisconsin Public 



Service reported on a 

couple hundred customers 

without power, most in the 

Wausau area and NE 

corner of the state.   

 Winnebago County has 

been added to the list of 

counties in the SE impacted 

by the deadly (Eleeza-

beeth-kin-gea) 

bloodstream infection.  17 

deaths tied to the outbreak.  

The DNR reports 39 elk from 

Kentucky will be 

quarantined in a Jackson 

County holding pen before 

they are released this 

summer.  The state is trying 

to establish an elk herd in 

western Wisconsin.  There’s  

a five-year agreement with 

the Department of Fish and 

Wildlife in Kentucky to 

import 150 animals, to 

strengthen an established 

herd near Clam Lake and 

add to the herd in the Black 

River State Forest.  The first 

elk from Kentucky were 



released there last year. 

 

 
Morning commutes 
interrupted by snow News 3/24/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Morning commutes were 

disrupted by snow that 

finally arrived across parts 

of the North.  Nearly 3” fell 

in just over an hour and a 

half in Rhinelander as 

pockets of heavy snow 

were reported ranging up 

to 7” in some locations.  

Central WI was hard hit with 

a foot of new snow, closing 

schools and snarling traffic.   

Texas Senator Ted Cruz 

begins his presidential 

campaign push in 

Wisconsin, saying the entire 

country is looking at the 

state and its April fifth 

primary.  He had 

appearances in the 

Republican stronghold of 

Waukesha County 

yesterday and stops in 

Madison and Janesville 

today before heading to 

the Fox Valley Tomorrow.   

Wisconsin walleye anglers 



are well aware of how 

popular Lake Mille Lacs is in 

neighboring Minnesota.  So 

does the DNR there, who 

announced anglers can 

only use artificial bait and 

release the walleye they 

catch from the popular 

lake this fishing season, 

which opens May 14th.  The 

state closed the season 

early last year after the 

harvest limits were 

exceeded.  In a statement 

the department said the 

catch and release season 

will protect future spawning 

fish.  Lawmakers plan to 

introduce legislation to 

override the DNR’s decision.    

Sen. Dave Brown, a 

Republican from Becker 

says he thinks the 

Department of Natural 

Resources is "doing 

everything they possibly 

can to destroy the 

economy" around the lake. 

Brown says he wants a 2-fish 



limit and live bait. 

Anglers last year were 

allowed to keep one 

walleye and the season 

closed in August after limits 

were reached. 
 

 
Wausau man to be 
sentenced July 12 News 3/25/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

A bill ensuring sexual assault 

victims and those who 

report them are not cited or 

disciplined for underage 

drinking is now law. 

Governor Scott Walker 

signed the bill yesterday. 

The attorney general said 

Wisconsin colleges and 

police typically don't 

discipline or cite those for 

underage drinking if they're 

sexual assault victims or 

reported the crime, but 

supporters say this bill 

solidifies that practice in 

statute. 

16-year-old Dylan Yang, 

convicted of killing a 

middle school student 

during a gang-related 

stabbing will be sentenced 



in July12th.  During the one 

week trial earlier this month, 

Yang was found guilty of 

first degree reckless 

homicide in Feb. 2015 

stabbing death of 13-year 

old Isaiah Powell.  

The political spotlight is on 

Wisconsin these next 10 

days as candidates swing 

through the state in 

advance of the April 5th 

primary.  The daughter of 

Democratic presidential 

hopeful Hillary Clinton spent 

yesterday meeting with 

supporters across southern 

Wisconsin.  During stops in 

Milwaukee, Waukesha and 

Madison, Chelsea Clinton 

talked about the 

importance of getting out 

the vote for her mother and 

what's at stake if Democrats 

fail to hold on to the White 

House after November. 

 Meanwhile, Clinton’s 

opponent, Bernie Sanders 

will make his second 



campaign visit to Wisconsin 

this weekend at a rally in 

Madison tomorrow at the 

Alliant Energy Center, the 

same venue where he drew 

a crowd last July of more 

than 10,000 people. 

 Republican frontrunner 

Donald Trump is scheduled 

for a stop next week.  John 

Kasich was in Wauwatosa 

Wednesday and Ted Cruz 

has stops planned in Dane 

and Rock counties today. 

 

 Gov. Walker back in 
presidential spotlight  
  News  3/25/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker is 

back in the presidential 

primary spotlight, but not for 

endorsing a Republican 

candidate. He's taking the 

opposite approach, telling 

national media Thursday 

that in a contested G-O-P 

national convention, 

someone other than the 

remaining three candidates 

could be the final nominee. 

Walker, who dropped out 

of the race before the first 



primary, says he will 

endorse someone before 

the Wisconsin presidential 

primary on April 5th 

A report from the Public 

Service Commission finds 

Wisconsin with the highest 

electricity rates among 

eight Midwest states, but 

our bills are actually a little 

lower than those 

neighbors.  Wisconsin 

customers use far less 

power on average.  

Monthly residential electric 

bills in Wisconsin average 97 

dollars, almost eight dollars-

a-month below the overall 

average of the eight 

states.  Energy efficiency 

and conservation 

programs, like the statewide 

Focus on Energy program, 

are getting the credit.  

Electric customers in four of 

the eight states had higher 

average bills. 

Lincoln County Corrections 

Officer Nathan Peterson 



was awarded the Partner 

Award for his performance 

while attending intensive 

officer training at Nicolet 

College in Rhinelander.  

Peterson was selected by 

his peers in the training for 

displaying the skills and 

judgement which would 

make them want to partner 

with him in the correctional 

setting.  Peterson works the 

night shift in the jail which 

houses an average 132 

inmates per day.   

No. 7 seeded Wisconsin will 

take on #6 Notre Dame 

tonight in a regional 

semifinal in Philadelphia.  

Coverage begins at 6:15 

p.m. at the Wells Fargo 

Center.  

 

  
St.Point police report man 
died after a shooting over 
the weekend  News 3/28/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

 The Stevens Point Police 

Department reports a 21-

year-old man died a little 

over a week after he was 

shot.  Deonta Lezine was 

wounded March 17th just a 



few blocks away from the 

University of Wisconsin-

Stevens Point campus.  

Investigators think he was 

shot after a fight over what 

might have been a drug 

deal.  Lezine died Friday 

night.     Police are still 

looking for a suspect in the 

shooting and there have 

been no arrests. 

 

Rothschild Police say a 

suspect is still at large after 

running from officers during 

a traffic stop last night.  A 

short chase began shortly 

after nine when a driver did 

not stop when officers 

turned on lights and sirens. 

The chase ran from Grand 

Avenue in Rothschild to 

Division Street before the 

driver ran off.  A Wausau 

Police K-9 unit and 

members of the Marathon 

County Sheriff's Office 

attempted to contain the 

area but were unsuccessful.  



No injuries were reported 

and Police say the suspect 

is not believed to be a 

threat to the public. 

Saturday was a good day 

for self-proclaimed 

Democratic socialist Bernie 

Sanders of Vermont.  The 

presidential candidate 

spoke for an hour to a 

crowd of more than eight-

thousand in the Exposition 

Hall at Madison's Alliant 

Energy Center.  It was a 

good day because Sanders 

knew he had already won 

caucuses in Alaska, 

Washington and Hawaii.  

Wisconsin is getting a lot of 

attention from the 

candidates with its primary 

scheduled a week from 

Tuesday.  All candidates will 

be here in advance of the 

April fifth primary. 

 

 
Presidential candidates to 
appear in the state  News 3/28/16 12n,5p 1:30 

All five remaining 

presidential candidates are 

scheduled to appear in 



Wisconsin the next two 

days. Democrat Hillary 

Clinton has a late speech 

today at U-W Madison, 

events in Milwaukee tonight 

and tomorrow morning, 

and speeches later on 

Tuesday in La Crosse and 

Green Bay. Clinton's 

opponent, Bernie Sanders, 

spoke before a large 

Madison crowd on 

Saturday -- and the 

Vermont senator’s due 

back for appearances 

tomorrow in Appleton and 

West Allis, and Wednesday 

in Kenosha and Onalaska.  

On the Republican side, 

Ted Cruz is due in Altoona, 

near Eau Claire.  Donald 

Trump has an event in 

Janesville tomorrow and 

both G-O-P candidates -- 

plus John Kasich -- are 

scheduled to face each 

other at a C-N-N town hall 

event tomorrow night in 

Milwaukee. 



 Wisconsin is expected to 

ban hand-held cell phone 

use while driving in 

construction zones, but it 

will be a while before a 

statewide ban is re-

considered.  The governor's 

office says Scott Walker will 

sign a Republican bill 

passed earlier this month to 

fine drivers at least 20-

dollars for talking on hand-

held phones where road 

work is taking place.  

Democrats called for a 

statewide ban, but it never 

got a public hearing.  Still, 

lawmakers of both parties 

expect such a ban 

sometime in the future, 

perhaps in the next session.  

At least one bill to ban cell-

phone use was considered 

in the last decade which 

never went anywhere -- but 

lawmakers and former 

Governor Jim Doyle 

banned texting-while-

driving several years ago. 
 



 
Plans to rebuild Lakeland 
senior center takes step 
forward  News 3/29/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Plans to rebuild the 

Lakeland Senior Center in 

Woodruff took a step 

forward, bolstered by 

positive responses to a 

survey the found the facility 

would be a benefit.  The 

center burned down last 

year and services and 

programs have since been 

spread out.  A new center 

would consolidate them 

and organizers say it would 

extend well into the future.  

A public meeting is planned 

for Saturday morning at the 

Woodruff Community 

Center. 

 

The main link to 

Rhinelander’s downtown is 

now closed as work begins 

on the utility and 

Streetscape project.  

Davenport Street from the 

bridge to Brown Street will 

be closed several weeks as 

the work is done in stages 

across the 20 blocks of the 



business district.  Access to 

businesses in parts of the 

downtown are limited but 

marked and drivers are 

asked to plan accordingly.   
 
 

Senator Ted Cruz stopped in 

Rothschild for a rally to talk 

about the three topics he 

thinks will drive the election, 

freedom, safety and jobs.  

Also yesterday, Hillary 

Clinton stopped in the 

state's capital as well as 

Milwaukee and John Kasich 

visited La Crosse and 

Madison.  Today, Kasich’s 

inWaukeshap.  Clinton will 

be in Milwaukee, La Crosse 

and Green Bay. Donald 

Trump hits Janesville and will 

take part in a Town Hall in 

Green Bay Today.  Kasich is 

scheduled to attend a 

candidate forum in 

Milwaukee Friday along 

with Cruz.  Donald Trump's 

website he'll be Appleton 

tomorrow and Wausau 



Saturday, but locations 

were not disclosed. 

 

 
Gov. Walker endorses Ted 
Cruz News 3/29/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Former G-O-P presidential 

candidate Scott Walker 

went on the record and 

endorsed Ted Cruz. The 

Republican governor is 

appear on fellow 

conservative Charlie Sykes' 

radio show in Milwaukee to 

announce his choice. 

Walker said Cruz is a true 

constitutional conservative 

that will take on the 

establishment and special 

interests in Washington and 

is in the best position to not 

only win the nomination but 

defeat the current 

democratic frontrunner in 

Hillary Clinton.  Walker told 

Sykes last week that those 

who are "uneasy" about 

front-runner Donald Trump 

have only one real choice -

- and that's Cruz. 

Meanwhile, all five 

remaining candidates from 



both parties plan to 

campaign in the Badger 

State today one week 

before Wisconsin's 

presidential primary. 

A study at U-W Madison 

shows that the battle 

against invasive species is 

not limited to the Great 

Lakes. The spiny water-flea 

is said to be in at least 22 

Wisconsin waters -- and 

experts say it could cost up 

to 163-million dollars during 

the next 20 years to control 

the species in the one lake 

they studied, Madison's 

Lake Mendota. The 

researchers say costs should 

be taken into account 

when controlling invasive 

species that have been 

known to snap up food for 

native fish-and-plants. The 

D-N-R says there are 37 

kinds of foreign species in 

Wisconsin's inland lakes, plus 

180 more in the Great 

Lakes. The D-N-R's Bob 



Wakeman says his agency 

helped pay for the U-W 

study to learn more about 

the spiny water-flea and 

the damage it can cause -- 

but he notes that the 

numbers of new invasive 

species has leveled off.  
 

 
Crandon police believe they 
have found an abandoned 
meth lab in city  News 3/30/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Crandon police believe 

they found what was once 

a meth lab in the city 

yesterday at a home on 

south Forest Avenue.  The 

investigation is ongoing and 

more information is 

expected today.  

Meanwhile, Tomahawk 

police say they’ve been 

executing search warrants 

regarding the sale and 

distribution of controlled 

substances in that 

community.  Chief Al Elvins 

said those warrants led to 

other places where several 

arrests were made.  In 

addition to seizing drugs, 

other items included large 

amounts of cash, residential 



property and vehicles.  The 

north central drug 

enforcement task force 

assisted in the 

investigations.   

 

The Marathon  County 

Sheriff’s Department is 

warning residents to keep 

valuables out of sight if 

they’re left in a vehicle.  A 

suspect is in custody after 

four vehicles were broken 

into while parked at the 

base of Rib Mountain.  

Some items have been 

recovered as the 

investigation continues and 

the suspect, held on a 

probation violation, will be 

charged soon.   

 

An accident yesterday 

afternoon injures one 

person and tied up traffic 

near the golf course on Hwy 

8 in Rhinelander.  A semi 

truck rear ended a car as 

they both headed into the 



city.  The injuries were not 

serious but the driver of the 

car was treated at the 

hospital.   

 

If Wisconsin ever holds 

another wolf hunting 

season, the start date will 

be a little later. Governor 

Scott Walker signed a bill 

delaying the opening of 

future seasons from mid-

October to the first 

Saturday in November.  The 

gray wolf went back on the 

endangered species list two 

years ago. 
 
 

 
Presidential candidates 
stump in Wis.  News 3/30/16 12n,5p 1:30 

 Front-runner Donald Trump 

says the G-O-P race for the 

White House will be "pretty 

much over" if he wins the 

Wisconsin primary next 

Tuesday.  Trump told 

supporters in Janesville 

yesterday he expects to win 

the Badger State -- and he 

also cut down Governor 

Scott Walker, saying the 



state's economy is not 

performing well and that 

Walker left the Republican 

presidential race "in 

disgrace" last year. 

Meanwhile, Trump's two G-

O-P opponents also 

campaigned in the state. 

Ted Cruz called the arrest of 

Trump's campaign 

manager for grabbing a 

reporter's arm in Florida a 

"sad development," while 

candidate John Kasich said 

he would have fired the 

aide. 

All three G-O-P presidential 

candidates have backed 

away from their pledges to 

support the party's eventual 

nominee. Donald Trump 

and John Kasich 

renounced the 

commitments they made 

last fall to back whoever's 

nominated at the party's 

convention. Ted Cruz was 

less specific, saying he 

expects to win. 



 Democrat Hillary Clinton 

vows to fight for economic 

"justice" and opportunity for 

the middle class, and says 

she's the most experienced 

White House candidate to 

take on terrorists. That's just 

some of what she told a 

crowd in Green Bay, as 

both Clinton and her 

primary opponent Bernie 

Sanders rallied supporters in 

both the Fox Valley and 

Milwaukee in advance of 

next Tuesday's primary. 

Sanders told an Appleton 

crowd he would challenge 

Wisconsin's voter I-D law, 

calling it "un-American." At 

Milwaukee, Sanders fired up 

a State Fair Park crowd by 

saying he's most electable 

and slamming Clinton for 

supporting trade deals that 

sent jobs overseas, among 

other things. 
 

 
Crandon police make arrests News 3/31/16 6a,7a,8a 1:30 

Following up on the 

discovery of a meth lab 

earlier this week in 



Crandon, police arrested 

three people.  29-year old 

Lawrence and 47-year old 

Glenda Parks lived in the 

home on South Forest 

Avenue.  Also arrested was 

51-year old Dean Sims of 

Florida.  Drug charges are 

pending. 

 

A new Marquette Law 

School Poll finds Ted Cruz 

ahead in the Wisconsin 

Republican presidential 

primary race, supported by 

40 percent of likely voters to 

30 percent for Donald 

Trump and 21 percent for 

John Kasich, while 8 

percent don’t know.  In the 

Democratic primary, Bernie 

Sanders holds a slim 4 point 

lead over Hillary Clinton, 

with 6 percent undecided.  

In the election for Wisconsin 

Supreme Court, Rebecca 

Bradley is supported by 41 

percent with JoAnne 

Kloppenburg at 36 percent 



and 18 percent undecided.  

The primary is Tuesday. 

The Wisconsin Bear Hunters 

Association has their 

convention Saturday at the 

Central WI Expo Center in 

Rothschild but that’s not the 

big draw.  Donald Trump is 

there, too.  Event organizers 

are preparing for security, 

parking and protesters.  Ted 

Cruz was at the facility 

Monday but officials say the 

crowd for Trump is 

expected to be double this 

time.  

As the city of Rhinelander 

settles in for construction 

season downtown through 

the summer, another 

project will begin alongside 

for two-wheeled and foot 

traffic.  With the help of a 

$135,000 matching grant 

from the DNR, new bike 

and walking trails will be 

built along Boyce Drive and 

Kemp Street, connecting 



Shepard Park and nearby 

hotels.  Completion is 

expected this fall. 
 

 
Wisconsin schools will have 
limits on tax increases News 3/31/16 12n,5p 1:30 

Wisconsin public schools will 

have new limits on tax 

increases to make up for 

the state aid they lose 

when their students transfer 

to private voucher schools.  

Governor Scott Walker 

signed a bill yesterday 

limiting the tax hikes to the 

actual state aid lost in a 

voucher school transfer, 

instead of a larger amount 

of total state aid for each 

student that's enrolled.  

Republicans originally 

wanted to cut off those tax 

hikes altogether, but they 

eventually agreed to a 

compromise.   The bill was 

among 56 signed into law.  

Others will ban drivers from 

using hand-held cell-

phones in construction 

zones -- cut seven-million-

dollars per year in 

incentives to buy energy-



saving appliances -- and 

prohibit communities from 

passing laws that ban 

plastic grocery bags and 

force churches and the 

State Capitol to use artificial 

Christmas trees. 

 Donald Trump recited a 

laundry list of dismal 

numbers this week as he 

blamed Governor Scott 

Walker for the state of 

Wisconsin's economy.  But 

published reports show 

some of the figures were 

either wrong or misleading.  

Trump, the G-O-P 

presidential front-runner, 

said "books" listed 

Wisconsin's total debt at 45-

billion dollars -- but the non-

partisan Legislative Fiscal 

Bureau says it's more like 14-

point-one billion by the end 

of 2015.  

Another change at the 

Chamber in Boulder 

Junction as former 

executive director Theresa 



Smith returns next month.  

Current director Kristen 

Tichacek takes a new role 

as the community and 

events coordinator at the 

Minocqua Area Chamber.  

Smith left last year to run the 

Campanile Center in 

Minocqua.  She previously 

headed the Boulder office 

for ten years.   
 

 

 


