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Section I-Issues

The stations have identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 
quarter:

1. Local Economy
The Wichita Falls economy experienced a downturn during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
challenge for the city is helping to get small businesses back to normal as the state opens back 
up.

2. COVID-19 Pandemic
Governor Greg Abbott rescinded the state mask mandate and allowed businesses and other 
entities to reopen to 100% capacity, if desired, effective March 10. As a result, in-person events 
are starting to return, which should help the local economy.

3. Severe Weather
Wichita Falls was impacted by the winter storm that hit the state in mid-February. The failure of 
the power grid affected local businesses negatively.                                                   

4. Education
Last fall, voters approved construction of two new High Schools in Wichita Falls. The WFISD has 
since launched a naming committee for the new schools.  

5. Entrepreneurship
Getting our small businesses back to normal is crucial.  Despite the negative economic effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Wichita Falls has experienced some economic growth.  



Section II-Responsive Programming

The Voice of Wichita Falls is a half-hour, locally produced program designed to highlight the economic, 
business, education and civic issues important to our community

The Voice of Wichita Falls airs on Saturdays at 12:00 p.m. on KWFS AM 
and on Sundays at 8:00 a.m. on KBZS, 8:30 a.m. on KWFS-AM, 10:00 a.m. on KNIN, and 11:00 a.m. on KWFS

Date Issue Discussed Narrative

1/2
&

1/3

Local Economy, Education Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss the 
continued strain on small business owners continues 
into the new year, Clayton Homes moving closer to 
opening a new manufactured home facility in WF and 
Frank & Joe’s Coffee offering tuition assistance to 
college student employees.

1/9
&

1/10

Local Economy, Entrepreneurship Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about how 
getting small business back to normal is crucial, the 
economic development competition between cities, 
states and how WF handles this. They also provide 
more news on new restaurants and other small 
businesses coming in the first half of the year.

1/16
&

1/17

Local Economy, Politics Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss new 
restrictions on Sheppard AFB personnel due to the 
pandemic, the economic role of SAFB in WF, the 
continuing struggles for small business owners as we 
enter a new year and Congressman Ronny Jackson’s 
scheduled visit to Wichita Falls next week to meet 
with businesses and key leaders.

1/23
&

1/24

Local Economy, Education Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about the 
biggest concern local business owners bring to the 
Chamber, the latest news from the Wichita Falls 
Economic Development Corporation, the Wichita Falls 
ISD announcement as to how they’ll name the new 
high schools, new businesses coming to Wichita Falls 
and the WF Chamber Mentorship program.



1/30
&

1/31

Local Economy, Politics Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss the 
Chamber’s annual meeting and awards and the fact 
that Clayton Homes is moving closer to starting their 
Wichita Falls operation. They also provide an update 
on Panda Biotech, the latest on Economic 
Development Corporation projects, and Congressman 
Ronnie Jackson’s visit with the Chamber this week to 
discuss the economy, Sheppard AFB and more.

2/6
&

2/7

Local Economy, Education Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim provide 
Economic Development Project updates. They also 
talk about the Wichita Falls city council adopting a 
Vacant Structure Registry for downtown, the WFISD 
launching the naming committee for the two new 
high schools and what the Wichita Falls northside 
needs most.

2/13
&

2/14

Local Economy, COVID-19 
Pandemic, Education

Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss winter 
weather adding to the grief of small businesses, 
COVID numbers going down quickly and how that’s 
good news for our local merchants and the latest on 
the WFISD school bonds and what steps are next.

2/20
&

2/21

Local Economy, COVID-19 
Pandemic, Education

*Rerun of 2/13 – 2/14 program.

2/27
&

2/28

Severe Weather, Local Economy Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim talk about the 
failure of ERCOT and its effect on local business. They 
also provide an update on Panda Bio Tech and discuss 
whether or not windfarms will continue to threaten 
the mission at SAFB.

3/6
&

3/7

Severe Weather, Local Economy *Rerun of 2/27 – 2/28 program.

3/13
&

3/14

COVID-19 Pandemic, Local 
Economy, Entrepreneurship

Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss 
Governor Abbott's re-opening of Texas, financial 
assistance available for small businesses, the return of 
public events and the latest updates on Panda Bio 
Tech and Clayton Homes.



3/20
&

3/21

Local Economy, COVID-19 
Pandemic

Mike Hendren and Wichita Falls Chamber of 
Commerce President Henry Florsheim discuss Idea 
Wichita Falls announcing their semifinalists, in-person 
events being back on the schedules for several area 
agencies and venues. They also provide an update on 
Pamlico Air.

3/27
&

3/28

Local Economy, COVID-19 
Pandemic

***Rerun of 3/20 & 3/21 program


