
Quarterly Ascertainments/Community Issues 

STATION: WKKW 
SUBJECT:  NASA mathematics specialist Katherine Johnson honored 

Former NASA mathematics specialist Katherine Johnson passed away earlier this year 

at the age of 101.   Back in late August, Johnson's birthday was celebrated at the 

Fairmont NASA facility that bears her name.  

Johnson, a White Sulphur Springs native, was selected as one of three Black students 

who were part of integrating West Virginia's graduate schools. She was hired at NASA 

where she used her mathematical skills to become an integral player in many of NASA’s 

early missions including Project Apollo’s Lunar Module,  the Space Shuttle and the 

Earth Resources Technology Satellite. 

“Katherine Johnson not only completed groundbreaking work at NASA during the space 

race, but also broke the barriers of race and gender during a critical time in our nation, 

becoming the first African-American woman to attend graduate school at West Virginia 

University,” U. S. Senator Joe Manchin, said. 

Johnson’s accomplishments are ones that, according to U.S. Senator Shelley Moore 

Capito, R-W.Va., give little girls in West Virginia a vision of what they can do, even in 

the face of adversity. 

“When I talk about female role models in my West Virginia Girls Rise Up program, 

Katherine Johnson is first among equals. Katherine’s life was dedicated in service to 

others. As an African-American woman, Katherine broke barriers not only within NASA 

but also as a leader in STEM fields,” Capito said. “More importantly, Katherine proved 

to us that no obstacle is too high if you work hard and believe in your goals.” 

“Because of the accomplishments of intellectual leaders like Katherine Johnson, more 

young women have, and will, blaze their own trails in science, technology, engineering 

and math fields, and will continue to make our state and entire nation proud,” Manchin 

said. “I am lucky to have met such an incredible woman who made an unmistakable 

impact on our American legacy. A day named in her honor is a wonderful way to 

celebrate Katherine’s contributions to the Mountain State and America.” 

Johnson's story was told in the 2016 Hollywood film "Hidden Figures" alongside 

contemporaries Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson. 
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