
Issues/Program Report 1st Quarter 2018

April 1, 2018

Per the FCC, this is a list of the most frequently cited issues of concern to the people in the
WBHM/WSGN listening area during the last quarter. The list details the most signi�cant
programs addressing these issues. All of these programs were published at WBHM.ORG and
broadcast on WBHM 90.3 FM and WSGN 91.5 FM between January 1, 2018 and March 31, 2018.
The list includes the following issues:

Government
City Offers Emergency Shelter For Hundreds Escaping Cold (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/city-
offers-emergency-shelter-for-hundreds-escaping-brutal-cold/)
2018-01-02 17:02:03 

WBHM Politics: 2018 Legislative Session Preview (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-
politics-2018-legislative-session-preview/)
2018-01-04 19:36:49 
A preview of the 2018 regular legislative session in Alabama.

Roy Moore Accuser Files Defamation Suit (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/roy-moore-accuser-
now-suing-him-for-defamation/)
2018-01-05 10:03:05 
An Alabama woman who claims failed Senate candidate Roy Moore molested her is suing him
for defamation. In November, Leigh Corfman told the Washington Post that Moore touched her
sexually when she was 14. Moore has denied it, but Corfman says he’s gone far beyond denials
and into attacks.

Ivey Touts Success, Announces Plans for Pay Raises (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/ivey-
touts-success-announces-plans-pay-raises/)
2018-01-09 21:20:46 
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey used her �rst State of the State address to tout her successes since
replacing Gov. Robert Bentley when he was forced out of o�ce nine months ago.

Recap: First Week of the 2018 Legislative Session (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/recap-first-
week-of-the-legislative-session/)
2018-01-12 10:28:54 

https://news.wbhm.org/
https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/city-offers-emergency-shelter-for-hundreds-escaping-brutal-cold/
https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-politics-2018-legislative-session-preview/
https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/roy-moore-accuser-now-suing-him-for-defamation/
https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/ivey-touts-success-announces-plans-pay-raises/
https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/recap-first-week-of-the-legislative-session/


Alabama state lawmakers went back into session this week. Don Dailey tells WBHM's Gigi
Douban the latest about state budgets, pay raises, Medicaid and tax cuts.

WBHM Politics: A Downtown Birmingham Stadium (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-
politics-a-downtown-birmingham-stadium/)
2018-01-18 14:30:12 
The Je�erson County Commission has approved setting aside money toward a downtown
stadium in Birmingham. That's given new momentum for a project that's been talked about for
decades.

Ditch the Marriage Licenses? Senate Says 'I Do' (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/eliminate-
marriage-licenses-alabama-senate-says-i-do/)
2018-01-19 09:38:25 
The Alabama Senate this week took on bills aimed at curbing racial pro�ling and doing away
with marriage licenses.

BJCC Stadium Far From a Done Deal (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/bjcc-stadium-far-from-a-
done-deal/)
2018-01-22 06:22:34 
Proponents of a stadium at the BJCC in downtown Birmingham got a boost earlier this month
when the Je�erson County Commission agreed to set aside 30 million dollars toward the facility.
While it may be a signi�cant step, a stadium is far from a done deal.

Traffic on I-20/59 Got You Down? Here's an Update (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/traffic-2059-
got-heres-update/)
2018-01-29 15:49:16 
If you drive through downtown Birmingham, you’ve probably seen the huge beams and cranes
towering over the interstate or perched o� the side of the roadway. Crews have been working
now for more than two years on bridge replacement and lane realignment on Interstate 20/59
in Downtown Birmingham.

President's State of the Union Address Live Stream (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/presidents-
state-of-the-union-address-annotated/)
2018-01-30 16:55:43 

WBHM Politics: Working in Alabama's Prisons (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-politics-
working-in-a-state-prison/)
2018-02-01 09:40:10 
As policy makers debate how to address the numerous issues facing Alabama's prison system, the
experiences of the men and women who work at prisons can sometimes be hidden.

Alabama Education Department Issues School Report Cards (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/s/)
2018-02-01 14:35:20 
The Alabama Department of Education on Thursday will release school system report cards,
issuing letter grades assessing school performance, including test results, graduation rates and
attendance.

Legislative Update: Uber and Lyft Regulations, Guns in Church
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/lawmakers-regulate-uber-and-lyft-move-to-allow-guns-in-
church/)
2018-02-02 08:19:05 
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This week, the Alabama Senate voted to regulate ride-sharing services such as Uber and Ly�.
And a House committee endorsed legislation sponsored by Rep. Lynn Greer that would allow
people at church to defend themselves with guns. Similar bills are advancing in states from
Florida to Virginia. Don Dailey, host of Alabama Public Television’s Capitol Journal tells
WBHM’s Gigi Douban not all churches are on board.

Birmingham City Council Backs New Downtown Stadium
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/birmingham-backs-new-downtown-stadium-what-about-legion-
field/)
2018-02-07 09:26:20 
The Birmingham City Council on Tuesday voted to back a proposed $305 million downtown
stadium and expansion of the BJCC. At the urging of Mayor Randall Wood�n, the council
approved a “resolution of intent” to contribute its share -- $90 million –toward the project.

Lawmakers Weigh Harsher Penalties for Opioid Users
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/lawmakers-weigh-harsh-penalties-for-fentanyl-users-versus-
prison-overcrowding/)
2018-02-09 11:51:34 
The number of fatal drug overdoses is rising across the U.S. Alabama lawmakers this week
considered a bill that would impose sti�er penalties around the deadly opioid fentanyl.
Meanwhile, critics say more punishment could strain the state’s overcrowded prisons. Also, a bill
on video voyeurism and the proposed education budget.

Voters and Experts Don't Always See the Same Priorities for Alabama
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/voters-and-experts-dont-always-see-the-same-priorities-for-
alabama/)
2018-02-14 05:04:48 
A new initiative from the Public A�airs Research Council of Alabama aims to help state leaders
understand what issues voters think are most important. It also shows experts and voters don't
always see issues the same way.

Appeals Court Says Gardendale Can't Separate From County School System
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/appeals-court-says-gardendale-cant-separate-county-school-
system/)
2018-02-14 10:34:50 
A federal appeals court says Gardendale can't separate from the Je�erson County School System,
but that may not be the �nal word. Gardendale o�cials say they will appeal a Tuesday ruling by
the 11th Circuit Court that overturned a district court’s approval of its separation from the
Je�erson County School System.

WBHM Politics: Women Running for Office (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-politics-
women-running-for-office/)
2018-02-15 09:00:10 
The ballot for state elections this fall is shaping up a�er Friday’s deadline for candidates to
qualify. There are a notable number of women running for o�ce this year. Alabama’s governor
and chief justice are both women and they're are running to keep their jobs. The #MeToo
movement appears to have encouraged some women to jump into the fray as well.

The Governor’s Race: Candidate Lineup (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/the-governors-race-
the-candidate-lineup-birminghamwatch/)
2018-02-15 15:00:27 
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Lawmaker Proposes Bill to Arm Teachers (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/lawmaker-proposes-
bill-arm-teachers/)
2018-02-16 10:49:01 
This school shooting in Parkland, Florida this week that le� 17 people dead took center stage for
Alabama lawmakers. On Thursday, Republican state Representative Will Ainsworth announced
plans to introduce legislation that would allow teachers to carry �rearms during school hours.
The law would require training.

More Alabama Women Putting their Names on the Ballot (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/more-
alabama-women-putting-their-names-on-the-ballot/)
2018-02-19 10:28:28 
At least 90 women are running for Congressional or state-level o�ces this year. That mirrors a
rise in female candidates nationally.

How a Small Alabama Town Pioneered the First 9-1-1 Call (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/how-a-
small-alabama-town-pioneered-the-first-9-1-1-call/)
2018-02-21 17:13:36 
In January 1968, the FCC and AT&T announced a plan for an emergency telephone number. But
the Alabama Telephone Company decided to get out ahead of the feds and set up its own system.

Committee Probes Whether Laws Limit Access for Voters
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/committee-studies-impact-of-voting-laws-on-access/)
2018-02-22 09:18:31 
An Alabama advisory committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights holds its �rst hearing
Thursday in Montgomery. It’s the �rst of a series of discussions looking into the ways Alabama’s
voting regulations a�ect people’s ability to vote. There will be testimony from academics and
policy makers, and members of the public will be invited to comment.

Legislative Wrap-Up: Marijuana Penalties, Religious Daycares, and Execution Methods
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/legislative-wrap-marijuana-penalties-religious-daycares-
execution-methods/)
2018-02-23 12:57:45 
Alabama lawmakers debated a controversial measure this week that would ease the penalties for
marijuana possession. And for prison inmates on death row, they debated an alternative
execution method with nitrogen gas.

Attorney to Document Inmate's Injuries Following Failed Execution
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/attorney-to-document-inmates-injuries-following-failed-
execution/)
2018-02-24 18:45:19 
An attorney and medical expert will visit Holman Correctional Facility on Sunday to document
injuries following the botched execution of Doyle Lee Hamm. Bernard Harcourt, Hamm's
lawyer, will take Mark Heath, a cardiac anesthesiologist, to do a full medical evaluation
on Hamm's injuries. Hamm, the prisoner who was set to be executed Thursday, su�ered serious
injuries when the attempted lethal injection failed Harcourt said Saturday.

Attorney: Death Row Inmate's Injuries Worse Than Expected
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/attorney-death-row-inmates-injuries-worse-than-expected/)
2018-02-26 10:35:21 
Attorney Bernard Harcourt, lawyer for Alabama death row inmate Doyle Lee Hamm, says
Hamm’s injuries following Thursday’s botched execution were worse than expected.
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Gwen Webb: From the Children's March to the Police Force
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/gwen-webb-childrens-march-police-force/)
2018-02-26 15:12:22 
Gwen Cook Webb was a feisty, freshman cheerleader at Western High School when she was
arrested for protesting downtown near Birmingham’s Kelly Ingram Park in the 1963 Children’s
Marches. That same spirit propelled Webb to become the second female African American
Birmingham police o�cer.

WBHM Politics: When Retailers Close, Taxes Go Too (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-
politics-big-box-retailers-and-local-taxes/)
2018-03-01 09:00:10 
When a big-box store closes in a smaller community, that drop in tax revenue can be a big hit to
the town. That's a situation Fair�eld and Irondale are working through.

Legislative Wrap-Up: State Ethics Law Revisions and the Ten Commandments
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/legislative-wrap-up-state-ethics-law-revisions-and-the-ten-
commandments/)
2018-03-02 13:16:21 
The Alabama legislature considers tightening up the state ethics law and a bill that would allow
the Ten Commandments to be displayed in public buildings, including schools. The bill's
sponsor says it can deter a school shooter from carrying out an attack.

Make Medicaid Recipients Work? Speakers at Public Hearing Say No
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/make-medicaid-recipients-work-speakers-at-public-hearing-say-
no/)
2018-03-07 07:35:29 
Governor Kay Ivey and other state leaders want Alabama to join a handful of states that require
some able-bodied Medicaid recipients to work or go to school. But when the Alabama Medicaid
Agency held a hearing on the plan Tuesday, the crowd strongly disagreed.

"Opportunity" the Key Word for Birmingham's New Economic Development Director
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/opportunity-the-key-word-for-birminghams-new-economic-
development-director/)
2018-03-12 10:42:00 
Josh Carpenter, Birmingham's new director of economic development, says his focus is to create
opportunity for people to become empowered.

WBHM Politics: Guns, Schools and Safety (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-politics-guns-
schools-and-safety/)
2018-03-15 09:00:12 
The issue of guns and schools has been in the news the past month a�er a gunman walked into
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, killing 17 people. In Birmingham
these issues became very real when a student was shot and killed at Hu�man High School earlier
this month. We explore the topic through a series of conversations.

Some Schools Closing Early Ahead of Predicted Severe Weather
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/some-schools-closing-early-ahead-of-predicted-severe-
weather/)
2018-03-19 07:38:09 
With severe weather including tornadoes and large hail in the forecast for much of Alabama
today, Monday, March 19, some area schools systems have announced early closings.
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Severe Storms Bring Extensive Damage to North and East Alabama
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/severe-storms-bring-extensive-damage-to-north-and-east-
alabama/)
2018-03-20 08:43:08 
Crews with the National Weather Service are assessing the damage Tuesday morning a�er severe
storms tore through the area.

Crime
Roy Moore Accuser Files Defamation Suit (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/roy-moore-accuser-
now-suing-him-for-defamation/)
2018-01-05 10:03:05 
An Alabama woman who claims failed Senate candidate Roy Moore molested her is suing him
for defamation. In November, Leigh Corfman told the Washington Post that Moore touched her
sexually when she was 14. Moore has denied it, but Corfman says he’s gone far beyond denials
and into attacks.

Few Students Return Following Huffman Shooting Death
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/counselors-on-hand-at-huffman-few-students-return-following-
shooting-death/)
2018-03-09 14:54:43 
Hu�man High School was open today, but only about 150 of the school’s 1,300 students returned.
The school was closed Thursday following the death of 17-year-old Cortlin Arrington

Two Dead, One Wounded in UAB Hospital Shooting (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/one-
employee-killed-another-seriously-wounded-uab-highlands/)
2018-03-14 23:45:49 
Two people have died, including a gunman a�er an active shooter situation at UAB Highlands
Wednesday evening.

Education
Alabama Education Department Issues School Report Cards (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/s/)
2018-02-01 14:35:20 
The Alabama Department of Education on Thursday will release school system report cards,
issuing letter grades assessing school performance, including test results, graduation rates and
attendance.

Appeals Court Says Gardendale Can't Separate From County School System
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/appeals-court-says-gardendale-cant-separate-county-school-
system/)
2018-02-14 10:34:50 
A federal appeals court says Gardendale can't separate from the Je�erson County School System,
but that may not be the �nal word. Gardendale o�cials say they will appeal a Tuesday ruling by
the 11th Circuit Court that overturned a district court’s approval of its separation from the
Je�erson County School System.

WBHM Politics: Guns, Schools and Safety (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/wbhm-politics-guns-
schools-and-safety/)
2018-03-15 09:00:12 
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The issue of guns and schools has been in the news the past month a�er a gunman walked into
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, killing 17 people. In Birmingham
these issues became very real when a student was shot and killed at Hu�man High School earlier
this month. We explore the topic through a series of conversations.

Some Schools Closing Early Ahead of Predicted Severe Weather
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/some-schools-closing-early-ahead-of-predicted-severe-
weather/)
2018-03-19 07:38:09 
With severe weather including tornadoes and large hail in the forecast for much of Alabama
today, Monday, March 19, some area schools systems have announced early closings.

Several School Systems Closing Due to Flu Outbreak (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/several-
school-systems-close-for-week-due-to-flu-outbreak/)
2018-02-07 16:50:31 

Combating Alabama's Rural Doctor Shortage (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/getting-them-to-
come-home-fighting-alabamas-rural-doctor-shortage/)
2018-03-14 15:39:15 
The state health department says most of Alabama faces a lack of primary-care. But there’s a
University of Alabama program that’s been grooming doctors from rural areas so they can bring
their skills home.

Winter Weather School Delays on Monday January 8 (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/winter-
weather-school-delays-monday-january-8/)
2018-01-08 04:24:33 

Closings and Delays for Tuesday January 16 (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/weather-closings-
and-delays-for-tuesday-january-16/)
2018-01-15 16:53:36 
Light to moderate snowfall is expected across most of the state Tuesday, and schools and
government o�ces are closing or dismissing early.

Closings and Delays for Thursday, January 18 (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/closings-and-
delays-for-thursday-january-18/)
2018-01-18 05:41:35 
School closing and delay information for January 18, 2018

Why Birmingham-Southern is Slashing Tuition (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/why-birmingham-
southern-is-slashing-tuition/)
2018-01-22 10:26:03 

One Killed, One Injured in Huffman High School Shooting (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/one-
killed-one-injured-in-huffman-high-school-shooting/)
2018-03-08 08:42:17 
Hu�man High School is closed today following a Wednesday shooting that killed one student
and injured another. Courtlin Arrington, 17, was pronounced dead at UAB Hospital Wednesday
evening.

Few Students Return Following Huffman Shooting Death
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/counselors-on-hand-at-huffman-few-students-return-following-
shooting-death/)
2018-03-09 14:54:43 
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Hu�man High School was open today, but only about 150 of the school’s 1,300 students returned.
The school was closed Thursday following the death of 17-year-old Cortlin Arrington

Community Remembers Huffman High School Student Killed in Shooting
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/community-remembers-huffman-high-school-student-killed-in-
shooting/)
2018-03-12 07:39:01 
Community members and students took to East Lake Park Sunday to remember a high school
student who was shot and killed last week.

Area Students Protest to Push for Safe Schools (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/area-student-
walkout-speak-up-on-safe-schools/)
2018-03-14 17:31:58 
Around the country and throughout metro Birmingham Wednesday, students from kindergarten
through 12th Grade participated in National Walkout Day. They were honoring recent school
shooting victims and raising awareness about the need for school safety.

Friends of Nancy Swift: 'I Think She Lived to Nurse' (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/friends-of-
nancy-swift-she-was-called-to-be-a-nurse/)
2018-03-15 13:11:59 
In the a�ermath of Wednesday's deadly shooting at UAB Highlands Hospital, friends remember
Nancy Turnage Swi�, the nursing supervisor who was killed, as outgoing and caring.

Arts and Culture
How a Small Alabama Town Pioneered the First 9-1-1 Call (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/how-a-
small-alabama-town-pioneered-the-first-9-1-1-call/)
2018-02-21 17:13:36 
In January 1968, the FCC and AT&T announced a plan for an emergency telephone number. But
the Alabama Telephone Company decided to get out ahead of the feds and set up its own system.

Gwen Webb: From the Children's March to the Police Force
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/gwen-webb-childrens-march-police-force/)
2018-02-26 15:12:22 
Gwen Cook Webb was a feisty, freshman cheerleader at Western High School when she was
arrested for protesting downtown near Birmingham’s Kelly Ingram Park in the 1963 Children’s
Marches. That same spirit propelled Webb to become the second female African American
Birmingham police o�cer.

Robert Siegel: Looking Back at a 41-Year Career (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/robert-siegel-
looking-back-at-a-41-year-career/)
2018-01-02 10:35:47 
Friday is the last day for Robert Siegel at NPR. The longtime host of All Things Considered will
retire a�er more than 41 years with the network.

Violinist Mayumi Masri Not Silenced by Tragic Accident (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/violinist-
mayumi-masri-not-silenced-tragic-accident/)
2018-02-01 06:57:17 
A�er an accident that almost severed her arm, an Alabama Symphony Orchestra violinist is
working to play as she once did.

Labor Department Investigation Finds Taziki's Violated Overtime Rules
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/tazikis-cited-by-labor-department-for-overtime-violations/)
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2018-02-09 16:12:54 
The U.S. Department of Labor today announced Taziki’s Mediterranean Café will pay $135,844
to employees a�er an investigation found the company violated overtime rules.

Birmingham's Noodle Mania (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/birmingham-noodle-mania/)
2018-02-16 10:21:21 
There's been a recent surge in new Birmingham restaurants serving up gourmet noodle bowls
like Japanese ramen and Vietnamese pho.

Number of Hate Groups Increased in 2017 (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/hate-group-survey-
shows-increase-in-2017/)
2018-02-22 12:32:06 
The Southern Poverty Law Center says the number of hate groups in its annual survey rose 4
percent in 2017, spurred in part by an increase of black nationalist groups. At the same time the
number of Ku Klux Klan groups dropped signi�cantly.

Back to Basics with One of Birmingham's Oldest Food Trucks
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/back-to-basics-with-one-of-birminghams-oldest-food-trucks/)
2018-02-28 08:46:23 
The number of food trucks in Birmingham has exploded over the last couple of years. But the
Travis Chicago Style no-frills white truck with a red stripe gets high marks from Birmingham
residents, particularly African Americans who grew up seeing his truck.

The "Designated University Kid" on the Alabama Community that Raised him
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/designated-university-kid-alabama-community-raised/)
2018-03-01 08:49:19 
Eric Motley's memoir is something of an ode to Madison Park, Alabama -- a small, African-
American community on the outskirts of Montgomery.

The Challenges and Triumphs of Foot Soldier Jeff Drew
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/challenges-triumphs-foot-soldier-jeff-drew/)
2018-03-01 11:56:58 
Je� Drew was one of the �rst black students to attend what was then Ensley High School. It was
all white, and for students like Drew, it wasn’t easy.

Cocktails, Costumes, and a James Beard Nomination (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/cocktails-
costumes-and-a-james-beard-nomination/)
2018-03-13 09:22:13 
The Atomic Lounge serves up costumes and cocktails. The new Birmingham bar is a semi�nalist
for a James Beard Award.

Economy
"Opportunity" the Key Word for Birmingham's New Economic Development Director
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/opportunity-the-key-word-for-birminghams-new-economic-
development-director/)
2018-03-12 10:42:00 
Josh Carpenter, Birmingham's new director of economic development, says his focus is to create
opportunity for people to become empowered.

Trump Plan Would Open Most US Waters to Drilling, Including Gulf
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/trump-plans-to-open-almost-all-us-waters-to-drilling-including-
gulf/)
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2018-01-05 10:40:15 
The Trump administration announced Thursday it’s planning to allow new o�shore oil and gas
drilling in more than 90 percent of U.S. waters, including the Gulf of Mexico. The
administration would also o�er a record number of leases to energy �rms. Of those 47, 12 would
be in the Gulf if the plan is approved.

Toyota, Mazda Announce Huntsville as Site for New Plant
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/toyota-mazda-announce-huntsville-as-site-for-new-plant/)
2018-01-10 17:28:59 
Mazda and Toyota announced Huntsville as the city of choice for a new manufacturing plant on
Wednesday.

Environment
Severe Storms Bring Extensive Damage to North and East Alabama
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/severe-storms-bring-extensive-damage-to-north-and-east-
alabama/)
2018-03-20 08:43:08 
Crews with the National Weather Service are assessing the damage Tuesday morning a�er severe
storms tore through the area.

Trump Plan Would Open Most US Waters to Drilling, Including Gulf
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/trump-plans-to-open-almost-all-us-waters-to-drilling-including-
gulf/)
2018-01-05 10:40:15 
The Trump administration announced Thursday it’s planning to allow new o�shore oil and gas
drilling in more than 90 percent of U.S. waters, including the Gulf of Mexico. The
administration would also o�er a record number of leases to energy �rms. Of those 47, 12 would
be in the Gulf if the plan is approved.

Unique Alabama Salamander Now Federally Protected (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/rare-
alabama-salamander-given-endangered-species-status/)
2018-01-02 21:05:46 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced Tuesday that it would protect a rare Alabama
salamander under the Endangered Species Act. The Black Warrior waterdog, sometimes called
the Alabama mudpuppy, is large, strange, and found only in the state.

Severe Storm Development Around Alabama (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/severe-storm-
development-around-alabama/)
2018-03-19 10:10:12 
Two waves of severe weather are expected today around the state, including supercell
thunderstorms, according to the Alabama Emergency Management Agency.

Health Care
Alabama Has Second-Highest Infant Mortality Rate in U.S. (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/cdc-
alabama-has-second-highest-infant-mortality-in-u-s/)
2018-01-04 06:57:51 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released a major report on infant mortality
today. Alabama did not fare well. A�er Mississippi, it had the highest rate of infant death in the
nation.
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Infectious Strain of Flu Hits Area Hard (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/infectious-strain-of-flu-
hits-area-hard/)
2018-01-11 14:15:04 
This year the �u is peaking early and intensely. It’s one of the most active seasons in decades,
and a nasty strain is going around. Area hospitals are at capacity and pharmacies are scrambling
to stock medicine. But there are things you can do.

UAB Breaks Ground on Proton Therapy Center (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/ground-broken-
on-new-uab-proton-therapy-center/)
2018-01-31 08:00:40 

Several School Systems Closing Due to Flu Outbreak (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/several-
school-systems-close-for-week-due-to-flu-outbreak/)
2018-02-07 16:50:31 

Former Surgeon General Satcher to UAB: Take Risks (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/former-
surgeon-general-satcher-uab-take-risks/)
2018-02-08 06:15:26 
Former U.S. Surgeon General David Satcher came to UAB and pleaded for bold leadership in
medicine. He also explained how his own near-death experience prompted him to take risks
over his long career.

A New Way to Grow Tumors in 3-D (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/new-bioreactors-keep-
cancer-alive-so-we-can-kill-it-better/)
2018-03-08 10:02:24 
If you can grow cancer cells outside the body, it’s easier to �gure out how to kill them. With an
eye toward faster drug development and more e�ective treatments, a UAB biomedical engineer
has come up with a new way to sustain cancer cells. He calls them "bioreactors."

Combating Alabama's Rural Doctor Shortage (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/getting-them-to-
come-home-fighting-alabamas-rural-doctor-shortage/)
2018-03-14 15:39:15 
The state health department says most of Alabama faces a lack of primary-care. But there’s a
University of Alabama program that’s been grooming doctors from rural areas so they can bring
their skills home.

Science and Technology
UAB Breaks Ground on Proton Therapy Center (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/ground-broken-
on-new-uab-proton-therapy-center/)
2018-01-31 08:00:40 

A New Way to Grow Tumors in 3-D (https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/new-bioreactors-keep-
cancer-alive-so-we-can-kill-it-better/)
2018-03-08 10:02:24 
If you can grow cancer cells outside the body, it’s easier to �gure out how to kill them. With an
eye toward faster drug development and more e�ective treatments, a UAB biomedical engineer
has come up with a new way to sustain cancer cells. He calls them "bioreactors."

Birmingham Recycling Center Temporarily Stops Taking Glass
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/recycling-center-temorarily-halts-glass-recycling/)
2018-01-31 07:36:36 
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The Alabama Environmental Council has temporarily stopped taking glass at its recycling
center in Birmingham's Avondale neighborhood.

For Aging Bridges, UAB Engineer Wants to Send in the Drones
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/aging-bridges-uab-civil-engineer-wants-to-send-in-the-drones/)
2018-02-01 09:19:11 
There are about 16,000 structurally de�cient bridges in Alabama. It's a problem here and across
the country. But a University of Alabama at Birmingham engineering professor is using a half-
million-dollar grant from the National Science Foundation to develop a stopgap solution:
drones.

Innovate Birmingham: A $6 Million Bridge for IT Workers
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/innovate-birmingham-a-6-million-bridge-between-firms-and-
skilled-it-workers/)
2018-02-14 16:07:50 
Greater Birmingham has high demand for computer workers but a workforce that doesn’t meet
that demand. In 2016, the US Department of Labor put up almost six million dollars to train
future IT workers. The result is a partnership called Innovate Birmingham.

Employment
Innovate Birmingham: A $6 Million Bridge for IT Workers
(https://news.wbhm.org/feature/2018/innovate-birmingham-a-6-million-bridge-between-firms-and-
skilled-it-workers/)
2018-02-14 16:07:50 
Greater Birmingham has high demand for computer workers but a workforce that doesn’t meet
that demand. In 2016, the US Department of Labor put up almost six million dollars to train
future IT workers. The result is a partnership called Innovate Birmingham.
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