
 

 

KNND Public Interest Programming 2019 third quarter 

1. Wednesday August 14, Boating Safety with Lane County Sheriff's deputies Charles Douglass and Guy 

Pease Beeper Call in Talk show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Deputies Douglass and Pease came on the Beeper Show to discuss boater safety and talk about when 

permits would be needed for specific types of water craft. Of particular note, were some changes 

brought about by legislative action taken in the 2019 session. Douglass and Pease discussed funding 

sources for the Oregon Marine board and explained that funding derived from permit fees was used to 

fund functions of the marine board and not placed in the general fund. 

   Douglass and Pease explained that with historic snowfall the previous winter, many waterways had 

changed as a result of falling trees. The two deputies gave some resources that boaters could use to get 

current information about new trouble spots. 

   Douglass and Pease also discussed life jackets, and the need to make certain that a boater has an 

appropriate life jacket for their size as well as the water they're recreated in. 

   Veering away from boater safety, Douglass and Pease discussed their roles on Special Response teams 

that deal with hostage situations. Douglass and Pease explained that negotiators and tactical teams 

would be working simultaneously to defuse a situation as safely as possible. If talking fails to get the 

barricaded individual to surrender, the SWAT teams are formulating a plan to take more aggressive 

action. 

   Also discussed, the surplus military vehicles used by the Lane County Sheriff's office, and other local 

law enforcement agencies. Douglass and Pease explained that the vehicles come at an extremely low 

cost to Lane County. More was also pointed out that the vehicles also provide a level of protection for 

officers, that they wouldn't otherwise have. 

 

2. Friday August 16, 2019, Fire Safety with Chief John Wooten from South Lane Fire and Rescue, Beeper 

Call in Talk, Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Wooten and Reiten began the discussion by giving an update about 4 recent house fires that had taken 

place in Cottage Grove within the last week and a half. Addressing social media rumors that someone 

was deliberately setting fires, Wooten said that while at least 2 of the fires had likely been arson, they 

were not in any way related. Because investigations were ongoing, Wooten was unable to provide many 

specific details about each case. 

   The discussion then moved to an ongoing process to design a new fire station for Creswell, and 

remodel Cottage Grove's existing station. 

 



 

 

3. Monday Sep 23, public Safety with Cottage Grove Police Chief Scot Shepherd and Captain Conrad 

Gagner, Beeper Call in talk show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Chief Shepherd and Captain Gagner began the discussion by talking about some staff changes in the 

works for the police department. These involved some patrol officers finishing up training, filling the 

school resource officer position, and a vacant detective slot. 

   The discussion moved in to the department's response to a series of unrelated violent crimes. 

Shepherd and Gagner spoke about how crimes like murders and serious assaults, stretch the resources 

of the local department. They also discussed the types of assistance are available from other local and 

state law enforcement agencies. 

 

   Show host Reiten enquired about a former officer that had recently been convicted of stealing drugs 

from the police evidence locker. The former officer's case had dragged on for nearly 4 years. Shepherd 

and Gagner expressed disappointment over this fact. They went on to say that they were glad that the 

matter could be put to rest, and that the department could get some closure. 

 

   As problems involving homeless continued to intensify, Shepherd and Gagner addressed concerns 

voiced by Reiten, as well as callers. As they had done on previous programs, the chief and Captain 

reiterated the challenges and restrictions they face with respect to holding homeless accountable for 

perceived crimes. 

   Shepherd and Gagner also discussed a series of meetings held with a new prosecuting attorney. They 

discussed ways to improve local court procedures. 

 

4. Thursday Sep 19, Creswell schools, Superintendent Michael Johnson, and Creslane elementary 

principal Amy Halley, Beeper Call in talk show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Being new to the district, Johnson and Halley began by introducing themselves and talking about their 

backgrounds. 

   Johnson then moved into a discussion about high level changes in the creswell school district. He 

mentioned that, although those changes could bring challenges, they also provide an opportunity to 

bring in some fresh perspectives. 

   Ms. Halley spoke about the process of getting settled in as the new building principal for Creslane 

Elementary. She talked about what her typical day consisted of and the new vice principal that would 

soon start work. 



 

 

   Johnson and Halley discussed some district wide goals and how they would hopefully improve student 

performance. 

   Johnson also talked the present budget. He also spoke about what additional revenue the district 

might receive as a result of the controversial student success act passed out of the 2019 legislative 

session. 

   Johnson and Halley also smoke about efforts to implement a district wide program to reinforcement 

positive behavior. The discussion moved to the district's response to recent complaints about staff 

members, and bullying. 

 

5. Wednesday Sep 25, Public Health with Dr. Patrick Luedtke Lane County Public Health Officer, Beeper 

Call in talk show hosted by Cameron Reiten, 9-10 AM. 

 

   Dr. Luedtke discussed the upcoming cold and flu season. He told the audience that current public 

health recommendations were that nearly everyone over 6 months of age should receive a flu shot. He 

said that this was a change from a decade ago, when recommendations were that only people in certain 

age groups and those with chronic health conditions get the vaccine. Dr. Luedtke explained how the 

current vaccine works and how it is created to fight specific strains of the virus. 

   To stop the spread of cold and flu viruses, Dr. Luedtke reviewed the importance of proper hand 

washing. He also discussed the use of hand sanitizers and anti-bacterial wipes. Luedtke also discussed 

when it was appropriate to seek medical help, and when it would be best to stay at home and use less 

extreme methods to combat an illness. 

   With recent news stories about deaths and lunge illnesses linked to vaping, show host Reiten asked Dr. 

Luedtke to give his views on the subject. He said that although he favored action to stop further 

incidents, he said that it was important to learn exactly what products were being used by those who 

either died or became ill. 

   Dr. Luedtke also discussed his views on vaccines and claims that they were linked to autism. He said 

that such claims were not backed comp by science. He said that, in his opinion, their benefits to public 

health far outweighed any risk. Other questions posed by callers were addressed. 

 

6. Tuesday Sep 10, 2019, Cottage Grove Vision Keeper, with Co-chairs Travis Palmer and Holli Turpin, 

Beeper Call in talk show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   The discussion began with a history of the Vision 2037 program. Back in 2007, a series of community 

meetings determined the importance of a total of 93 action items dealing with all aspects of life in 

Cottage Grove. The process was facilitated by a consulting firm hired by the city of Cottage Grove. 



 

 

Although the city manager hired the consultant, the Vision Keepers committee consisted of some of the 

lead partners on some of those action items. 

   Palmer and Turpin discussed how some of the original action items had dropped off the list altogether 

or had moved in the rankings over the past 12 years since the beginning of the project. 

   Palmer and Turpin also talked about the current composition of the committee and explained that it 

was not supposed to accomplish anything directly. Instead, the committee served as kind of a steering 

committee to keep track of the various action items and associated progress. 

   The conversation moved to the future of Vision Keepers and the prospect of hiring another consultant 

to revise the plan. Show host Reiten, as well as a caller, expressed concern about an amount of money, 

approaching 100,000 dollars being spent on a group of outsiders facilitating the project when the effort 

could be undertaken at less cost by using people from within our own community. Palmer and Turpin 

expressed the view that getting an outside prospective was essential to the success of the project. 


