
 

 

KNND Public Interest Programming 2019 fourth quarter 

 

1. Thursday December 12, Public Schools, with South Lane school district maintenance supervisor Mat 

Allan, Beeper Call in Talk show hosted by Cindy Weeldreyer 9-10 AM. 

   Allan came on air to give listeners an update on projects funded by a bond approved by district voters. 

The center piece of the bond is the new Harrison Elementary school opened in September of 2018.  

   Bond funding was also used to renovate the Warren H. Daugherty aquatics center. Following the 

remodel, the center reopened 2 months before this broadcast. Allan spoke about the process of getting 

the pool reopened, and the additional use expected with the new warm water therapy pool. 

   Allan talked about how safety and security dollars from the bond had been used to complete projects 

at every school in the district. Allan discussed how fire alarms and suppression systems had been 

upgraded so that with the exception of the High School, everything was uniform. Some of the older 

buildings had pull switches and smoke detectors that would ring bells, but that would not contact the 

fire department. All systems now call out. Each building has a status board that would show where in 

the building a fire is. 

 

 

With shootings and other situations that pose security threats becoming more common nationwide, 

Allan discussed changes to various buildings that would restrict unauthorized access. The new Harrison 

Elementary school was designed with a secure access point monitored and controlled in the front office. 

Some of the older buildings in the district have had their fronts retrofitted with a similar system. Also, 

doors had been equipped with electronic locks that are opened with fobs instead of manual keys. Allan 

explained how the fob systems could be set up to grant access to certain people at certain times 

depending on their position and duties. 

2. Friday December 20, 2019, Fire Safety with South Lane Fire chief John Wooten, Beeper Call in Talk 

show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Chief Wooten began the show by discussing his recent trip to the national fire academy. Wooten 

talked about the implementation of strategies that would protect the district from wildfires. Wooten 

highlighted the concern that many trees that had come down in the March 2019 snow storm, were still 

on the ground. Although the trees didn't cause many problems in 2019, Wooten said that since they had 

had a year to dry out, they could be counted on to be more dangerous for the next couple years if not 

removed. He also gave an update on a plan to increase safety inspections at every business in the 

district. Wooten stressed that the purpose of the inspections would be to educate owners and managers 

about how to make their establishments as fire safe as possible, and not to be punitive. 



 

 

   Several callers voiced concern about enforcement of burn regulations. Wooten explained that his 

department has no legal authority to enforce any prohibitions against outdoor burning. He explained 

that the Lane Regional Air Protection has jurisdiction over outdoor burning complaints. 

   Yet another topic that generated listener interest was a repaving project to improve the training yard 

at the Cottage Grove station. Wooten said that the training yard was first constructed in 1971 and that 

the quality of the pavement had deteriorated to the point that it was dangerous to use. In addition, fire 

trucks currently in use are heavier than those used in 1971. Wooten stressed the importance of bringing 

the training yard up to standards that would support the modern equipment. Responding to concerns 

over the cost of the project, Wooten told listeners that it was a necessary capital improvement project 

for the district. Wooten and Reiten reminded listeners that not making capital improvements could 

negatively effect the district's ISO Insurance rating. 

 

 

3. Wednesday December 3, Lane County Children in Foster Care, with Heather Murphy and Kelsea 

Galago Executive Director and Program manager of the Court Appointed Special advocates program, 

Beeper Call in Talk show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Murphy and Galago began the show by providing a brief overview of the Casa Program. They discussed 

the program's paid staff, volunteers and funding streams. 

   Murphy and Galago discussed the number of foster children in Lane County relative to the number of 

Casa volunteers. Under conditions that existed at the time of this broadcast, the number of children in 

foster care greatly exceeded the number of available of Casa volunteers. One purpose in requesting air 

time, therefore, was to get out the word about the program in an attempt to interest new recruits. 

   Murphy and Galago explained that a Casa acted as an advocate for the child in court proceedings. The 

Casa acts independently of the state case workers or any of the other parties involved.Because of the 

eunique position of the Casa, their recomendations often carry considerable weight with judges. 

   Murphy and Galago explained the time commitment required of a Casa as well as the case selection 

process for each volunteer. Given the complexity of most cases, it was explained that the ideal situation 

was for a Casa to stay involved with a particular case from start to finish. Depending on the case, it 

might take one to several years to reach a final resolution.  

   Murphy and Galago discussed other logistics including training and background checks for new 

volunteers. Other questions posed by callers were answered. 

 

4. Friday December 27, Cottage Grove public Safety with Cottage Grove Police Chief Scot Shepherd, 

Beeper Call in talk show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 



 

 

   Reiten and Chief Shepherd discussed the recent apprehension of members of the Venom Kings Gang. 

Members of this gang were responsible for numerous acts of vandalism, trespassing, and theft over the 

past several months. Chief Shepherd said that several of the more active gang members had been taken 

up to the juvenile detention center in Eugene. The chief expressed hope that they would be held 

accountable for their actions. 

   Much of the morning's conversation centered on a recent Oregon supreme court ruling limiting what 

officers can ask people stopped for committing traffic violations. As a result of the court ruling, officers 

must restrict questioning to the violation that caused the traffic stop. Officers are no longer able to ask 

where the person is going, what they are doing, or anything else unrelated to the reason for the stop. 

Chief Shepherd explained that casual conversations with motorists stopped for traffic offences had long 

been a tool that police could use to uncover other more serious criminal activity such as transportation 

of drugs or illegal fire arms. Chief Shepherd explained that not having this tool would prove to be a 

major setback for officers. Several listeners call to express their unhappiness with the new court ruling. 

   Chief Shepherd mentioned the upcoming retirement of Officer Chris Joyce after 22 years serving in a 

wide range of roles within the department. Shepherd explained that with the loss of Officer Joyce and 

other experienced officers, the department was becoming younger. According to Shepherd, younger 

officers bring new perspectives and energy to the department. On the other hand, Shepherd and his 

senior staff spend more time mentoring and supervising the younger officers to help them become 

more effective. Shepherd also reiterated the challenges recruiting and hiring new officers. 

 

5. November 27, Public health and substance abuse prevention, with Doctor Elisabeth Maxwell, Beeper 

Call in Talk Show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Doctor Maxwell started the program by discussing her role with Lane County Public health and the 

various substance abuse prevention programs. With the opioid crisis often in the news, much of the first 

half of the program was spent discussing steps taken by the county and other agencies to cut down on 

the use of opioids. Doctor Maxwell discussed ways that Doctors can track opioid prescriptions. It was 

also pointed out that overprescribing opioids can lead to addictions to other drugs if the opioids were to 

become unavailable. 

   Marijuana was also discussed at some length. Although cannabis is legal to purchase and be used by 

adults in Oregon, health officials remain very concerned about its use among young people. Doctor 

Maxwell discussed her agency's efforts to educate teens about the effects of Marijuana use as well as to 

keep it out of their hands. 

   With illnesses and deaths related to vaping, Dr. Maxwell was asked to give her thoughts on the 

subject. She said that vaping was not recommended, even though many people believe it is a much safer 

alternative to smoking regular cigarettes. Dr. Maxwell cautioned listeners that flavored vaping products 

with unknown ingredients can be especially dangerous. 



 

 

   Callers asked additional questions which were answered by Dr. Maxwell. 

 

6. Wednesday October 23, Waste Reduction with Kelly Bell Lane County Master Recycler coordinator, 

Beeper Call in Talk Show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Bell began the discussion by discussing Lane County's waste reduction programs. With holiday gifting 

around the corner, bell spent much of the program talking about ways to reduce waste. 

   Bell mentioned the popularity of giving the gist of experiences instead of physical items. Bell also 

discussed shopping at second hand stores and other outlets for gently used items that could make 

useful gifts. Bell pointed out the large amount of wrapping and packing material that is disposed of 

annually. 

   Bell discussed the importance of recycling items replaced by new gifts. She pointed out that although 

many people replace electronics with new items that have the latest features old electronics like TVs, 

computers, and smart phones are still quite functional. 

   At a recent local city council meeting, numerous residents spoke about the need to prevent man made 

climate change. Program host Reiten asked bell to discuss ways individuals could reduce waste in their 

daily lives. Bell said that a large amount of what ends up in the land fill is food waste. Bell said the best 

way to cut down on food waste is to not prepare more food then you and your family will consume 

before it goes bad. 

   REITEN and Bell also briefly discussed transportation. People frequently use their vehicles to travel 

short distances. Walking or biking are alternatives. For longer trips, even Cottage Grove has public 

transit options available. 

Bell and Reiten also discussed an upcoming master recycler course in Cottage Grove. Bell gave 

an overview of the topics that would be covered. She also discussed the requirement that those 

taking the course volunteer time back to the master recycling program. She discussed ways that 

people could give back. Other questions were asked by callers and answered by bell. 

 


