
 

 

KNND Public interest Programming second quarter 2019 

1. June 21, fire safety with John Wooten South Lane Fire chief beeper Call in talk show hosted by 

Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   The program began with a brief discussion about a long time district board member who left his seat 

for personal and business reasons. Wooten also gave listeners a profile of the new board member that 

would be taking the seat. 

   Wooten gave an update on a fire that started a month earlier on  rural road. This fire resulted in level 1 

evacuations and a large group of unwelcome spectators coming to watch firefighting efforts. Wooten 

told listeners that the cause of the fire had been determined to be a tree limb on a live power line. 

Wooten also voiced support for a recent decision by power companies to shut down power line that 

may be in danger of starting wildfires. 

 

Wooten also gave brief description of a 5 near strategic plan that he had been working on with other 

top staff. He talked about succession planning for leadership and updating old fire stations. 

   The discussion ended with a preview of a controlled burn scheduled for a day after the interview. 

Wooten explained that the burn would be an extremely valuable training exercise, both for young fire 

fighters, and older staff working on earning more certifications. 

 

2. Wednesday June 26, Lane County Government, with County Administrator Steve Mokrohiski, Beeper 

Call in Show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Mokrohiski spoke about the county budget passed by the commissioners. He went into the process 

undertaken to prepare each annual budget. He said that after consultations with his top staff, the draft 

budget was presented to a budget committee composed of the 5 elected commissioners and a group of 

private citizens. 

   Mokrohiski addressed questions about the county's bond rating and overall financial condition. 

   Mokrohiski discussed at some length, a recent failed attempt to pass a bond measure for a new county 

court house. Mokrohiski spoke about the next steps that would be taken to pass a bond to replace the 

aging 1959 court house with a new state of the art justice center. He addressed concerns about the 154 

million cost of the previous bond put on the ballot in May. He said that a new facility was urgently 

needed, and that county voters could expect another bond to be presented shortly. He expressed the 

view that more communication with voters would increase the likelihood that a future bond would pass. 

 

 



 

 

3. Thursday June 13, Public Schools with Garrett Bridgens Spokesman for South Lane School district, Call 

in Talk show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

 

   As the 2018-19 school year was about to wind down, Bridgens gave the Beeper Show audience a few 

highlights of the year. He talked about the closure of Latham Elementary school and the disposition of 

students and staff. Bridgens also discussed the first year of operations for the new Harrison school that 

had open in September of 2018. 

   Responding to numerous social media posts about head lice outbreaks, Bridgens discussed South Lane 

School District's policies around lice and student absences. He gave some suggestions for how to treat 

students for head lice and other info from the COULDC on the subject. 

   Following head lice, the discussion moved to a number of administration changes in the district. 

Cottage Grove High school would be losing both a principle and athletic director. Other changes would 

be coming to the middle school, and London School. Bridgens also gave an update on the 2015 bond 

projects. The largest of those was an ongoing remodel of the aquatics center. Due to an infusion of 

money from the city of Cottage Grove, the aquatics center would include a swimming pool able to 

accommodate swim meets, but a warm water therapy pool. Bridgens said that the project was 

proceeding on schedule and that the pool should be opened to the public in the fall. 

   Bridgens addressed comments and questions posed by callers. 

 

 4. April 10, Boater Safety with Lane County Deputy Sheriff Charles Douglass, Beeper Call in show hosted 

by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   With the summer recreation season at hand, Douglass spoke about regulations for different types of 

watercraft. He talked about when permits would be needed. He spoke about the laws regarding life 

jacket use. 

   Douglass highlighted the importance of scouting potential recreation spots ahead of time. He 

explained that with winter storms, conditions in rivers likely would be different than they were during 

the previous summer. Douglas gave some useful resources for learning about possible obstructions. 

   Douglas also discussed his primary job patrolling lane county's waterways. He mentioned various boats 

he used depending on the particular area he was patrolling. He also discussed the most common 

mistakes made by boaters and some of the things he often looked for while on patrol. He pointed out 

the dangers of boating while under the influence of alcohol or other drugs such as marijuana. 

 

5. June 20, economic development with Don Amberg and Pj Farmer from the Creswell Chamber of 

Commerce, beeper Call in show hosted by Cindy Weeldreyer 9-10 AM. 



 

 

 

Amberg and Farmer began the conversation by talking about the chamber, explaining what the 

organization does and the roles of the staff members. 

   Amberg and Farmer came to discuss one of the biggest annual events for the Creswell chamber. That 

being the Fourth of July parade and festival. Although the population of Creswell is just under 5000, that 

number triples for the forth. besides highlighting all the events, Amberg and Farmer discussed logistics 

for the event, including the problem of local residents obstructing sidewalks and streets with lawn 

chairs' in order to claim a good spot from which to watch the parade. 

Amberg and Farmer also discussed the chamber in general terms, and its efforts to promote economic 

development of Creswell. They discussed partnerships with the Cottage Grove Chamber and other 

organizations. 

 

6. Thursday May 2, Damien Sands Beeper Call in show hosted by Cindy Weeldreyer 9-10 AM. 

 

Appearing for the first time since taking the position of executive director, Sands discussed his agency 

and the programs used to treat a diverse population of people suffering from mental illnesses. He gave 

some statistics on numbers of clients served by his agency, and the staff that serve them. 

   Sands talked about the various ways his agency provides assistance to clients. Some of those methods 

include, intensive therapy, both in group and individual settings, and the use of medications. 

   Sands discussed South Lane Mental Health's working relationship with the school district to serve a 

growing number of children with behavior disorders. 

   Discussed at some length, was a treatment center downtown that among other services provides drug 

treatment for addicts. Several callers voiced concern about the center, because of the type of people it 

seemingly brings to the historic district. Since the SLMH facility opened, downtown business owners 

have expressed anger over an increasingly disruptive group of homeless people in the area. 

acknowledging the issues, Sands described the efforts of his staff to work with those clients and teach 

them acceptable public behavior. 


