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Section I. Issues 
  
The TownSquare Binghamton radio stations listed her have identified the following significant 
issues facing our community in this quarter: 

1. Economic/ Employment Issues. Numerous reports continue to show challenges 
attracting and maintaining sustainable economic drivers and jobs in the region with the 
Southern Tier often coming in near the bottom of lists of economic recovery. 

2. Crime/ Criminal Justice. The region continues to struggle with crimes fueled by 
substance abuse as well as a proliferation of evolving telephone and internet scams as 
noted by local law enforcement agencies. 

3. Family/Education. Area schools and family advocates report continued interest in 
education funding and opportunities for families to share quality time and educational 
experiences. 

4. Health/ Safety. Public health officials continue to warn the region about concerns 
related to environmental health concerns like Lyme Disease and safety choices like 
seatbelt use and responsible life choices. 

5. Poverty/Food Insecurity. Local groups like the Food Bank of the Southern Tier and the 
Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse (CHOW) contend the area still struggles not 
only with hunger in many demographics but there is a need to address the underlying 
issues including poverty, substance abuse and accessibility to services. 

  
Southern Tier Close Up                       Duration 15:00 
 Locally produced and hosted public affairs program addresses topics specific to the above 
identified concerns in the community as well as affording an opportunity for various not-for-
profit organizations to publicize their missions and upcoming events through interviews with 
elected officials, community leaders, experts in specific fields and spokespeople for official 
agencies and government offices. 
Airs on WHWK Saturday at 6:00 a.m. 
Airs on WYOS Saturday at 6:25 a.m. 
Airs on WNBF Saturday at 12:15 p.m. 
Airs on WAAL Sunday at 6:00 a.m. 



Airs on WWYL Sunday at 6:00 a.m. 
  
7/6/19 & 7/7/19                                               Jennifer Yonkoski, Director of the Binghamton 
Metropolitan Transportation Study talks about what the transportation planning group does 
and the development of plans for the next 20 years. 
7/13/19 & 7/14/19                                           Leadership Tioga Tells project, Deanna Hutchison 
talks about the unique study that takes stories from actual residents, businesses and service 
providers when putting together an initial report on quality of life issues and priorities in the 
county. 
7/20/19, 7/21/19, 7/27/19 & 7/28/19              Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse (CHOW) 
director Jack Seman talks about the Jim Mudcat Grant All Star Celebrity Golf Tournament to 
benefit several charities and veterans and specifically its importance to CHOW. 
8/3/19 & 8/4/19                                               Broome County Stop DWI coordinator Chris Marion 
catches listeners up on the program and how it has evolved from just concentrating on drunk 
driving and teens and alcohol to all sorts of distracted driving like drowsy driving, texting, 
talking and drugs. 
8/10/19 & 8/11/19                                           New Tri Cities Opera executive director John Rozzoni 
talks about his background and how opera has changed including TCO this year presenting an 
original production where the audience votes on the direction the story takes through the 
show. 
8/17/19, 8/18/19, 8/24/19 & 8/25/19              Southern Tier AIDS Program special needs 
coordinator Cynthia Rotella talks about the Ride for Life as well as all the programs offered by 
STAP and the changing perceptions of AIDS and HIV since emerging in the 1980s. 
8/31/19, 9/1/9, 9/7/19 & 9/8/19                      Founder of Truth Pharm, Alexis Pleus talks about 
the programs the group offers to families of those suffering from addiction or left behind by 
overdose death as well as the current settlements from pharmacy companies concerning opioid 
addiction and how the community is beginning to address the stigmas associated with addiction 
issues. 
9/14/19 & 9/15/19                                           United Way of Broome County community initiative 
associate, Alexis Savidge talks about the newly completed 10 community cafes where residents 
from different parts of the county met over a free meal to talk about the assets, challenges and 
possible solutions to issues in the community. 
9/21/19 & 9/22/19                                           Food Bank of the Southern Tier executive director 
Natasha Thompson talks about new developments in dealing with food insecurity in the area 
including United Way funding for the mobile food pantry and a Programs & Partnership 
Coordinator for Broome & Tioga Counties as well as expanding steps for dealing with the roots 
of hunger including poverty. 
9/28/19 & 9/29/19                                           Southern Tier AIDS Program special programs 
representative Anthony Fiala and PrEP program coordinator Liam Harrington talk about the 
new Pre-Exposure 
                                                                        Prophylactic that targets at-risk populations and can 
prevent HIV prior to exposure. 
Encounter                               Duration 30:00 
Locally produced and hosted religious program originating from the Broome County Council of 



Churches addresses topics selected by the council in a faith-based discussion. 
  
Airs on WHWK Saturday at 6:15 a.m. 
Airs on WAAL Sunday at 6:15 a.m. 
Airs on WWYL Sunday at 6:15 a.m. 
Airs on WNBF Sunday at 7:04 a.m. 
 


