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Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
  

“Morning Edition and All Things Considered” 
(October, November, December 2021) 

General 
ME   
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/11/21 
6:24 & 8:24 

5:17 MARATHON INDIGENOUS/Shenoy: The rescheduled Boston Marathon is 
colliding with Indigenous People's Day celebrations along the route. 

11/2/21 6:45 
& 8:44 

5:01 [HARVARD IMAGES/Larkin Debrief: Massachusetts' highest court weighs 
whether photos of enslaved people in a Harvard collection belong to the 
university, or the people's descendants. 

11/15/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:10 EX-OFFENDER/Shenoy 2-Way: Participants in a documentary about former 
Boston gang members hope their stories convince lawmakers to send more aid 
to their communities. 

11/26/21 
5:47 & 7:47 

3:30 COG: DIDION WINTER/Axelson: Our commentator turns to the writings of Joan 
Didion to help prepare for another potential covid winter. 

12/8/21 6:22 
& 8:50 

4:35 TELEPHONE OPERATORS/NENC: Retired telephone operators in Maine 
recently swapped stories of connecting callers in the days of manual 
switchboards. 

12/20/21 
5:47 & 7:47 

3:35 COG: VAX EQUITY/Maxman: The CEO of Oxfam America calls for the US to 
help achieve global vaccine equity.  

  
ATC 
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/19/21 
5:35:35 

4:35    MASS CASS CHANGE/Bebinger debrief  ATC-T19A  Mayor Kim Janey 
announces plan to remove tents where people are living near Mass Ave and 
Melnea Cass in the south End due to violence and rising infections and drug 
use.   

10/29/21 
4:50:00, 
6:20:35  

9:55    STREET HOMELESNESS/Jolicoeur  ATC-F29AA  Advocate who helps provide 
services and medical care to those experiencing homelessness  reflects on 
what has led to the explosion of population in tent encampment in Boston's 
South end, and we hear from a few of the people living there, as the city 
prepares to clear the area and try to get people there into shelter and treatment 
for addiction 

12/27/21 
4:20:35,  
6:20:35 

3:00   E.O. WILSON REMEMBERED/Mullins  ATC-M27A  harvard biologist E.O. 
Wilson has died.  We remember him by replaying chunks of two interviews with 
WBUR's Radio Open Source - on his legacy in science and society. 
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Economic and Business 
ME  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/13/21 
5:23 & 7:23 

6:40 OFFSHORE WIND I/Wasser: Advocates for offshore wind energy predict it will 
create thousands of jobs. But, what kind of jobs will they be? 

10/22/21 
5:44 & 7:44 

5:45 VINEYARD HOUSING/Fleming: People fled to Martha's Vineyard during the 
pandemic, making the island's tight housing situation even worse for some long 
term residents. 

10/27/21 
5:25 & 7:25 

3:55 PARCEL 3/Murphy: After many failed attempts, there's a new effort to develop 
a long-vacant lot in roxbury, which some have called cursed. 

10/28/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

5:35 DECENTRALIZED ORGS/Amer: The Decentralized Autonomous Organization-
-a new business strategy with no office and no boss. 

10/29/21 
5:25 & 7:25 

3:00 NO VAX WORKERS/Borchers: Some Massachusetts state employees are 
looking for jobs elsewhere with no vaccine requirements, and finding 
opportunities near and far. 

11/9/21 5:45 
& 7:45 

4:50 WOMEN CONSTRUCTION/Amer: Women who suffered job losses in the 
pandemic are finding new careers in construction.. 

12/16/21 
5:47 & 7:46 

3:30 CONVENTION COMEBACK/Borchers: Conventions are making a recovery in 
Boston--but they're not all the way back. 

12/22/21 
5:51 + 7:51 

2:20 RESTAURANT SURGE/Murphy: Another covid surge brings more uncertainty 
to the local restaurant industry. 

  
  
ATC 
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

12/10/21 
5:44:00 

9:30      BIOGEN/Mullins 2way  atc-f10a  Lisa speaks with STAT News' Damian 
Garde on his reporting about the financial and personnel fallout at Biogen 
following the company's disastrous rollout of a controversial alzheimers drug 

12/15/21 
4:50:00, 
6:20:35 

3:15   CANTAB/Mason   atc-w15a  Cantab Lounge in Cambridge reopens, a look at 
the rebirth of the popular dive bar and music venue   3:15  

12/20/21 
4:50:00, 
6:20:35  

2:45   VAX MANDATE REAX/Borchers  ATC-M20A  Businesses and city worker 
unions have mixed reaction to Boston's newly announced vaccine mandate 
for city workers, and attendance at indoor venues such as restaurants, gyms, 
and sports venues 
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12/21/21 
5:35:35 

2:45    VACCINE MANDATES/Borchers  atc-T21B   Somerville and Brookline 
consider implementing requirements for vaccination to enter restaurants, 
gyms, theaters and the arguments surrounding the issue 

  

Education 
ME  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/12/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

4:10 NAT GUARD BUS/Jung: How parents, students and the troopers are adjusting 
to using National Guard to drive school buses. 

10/25/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

7:35 SCHOOL CATCH-UP/Jung Debrief: Several weeks into the school year, how 
are Massachusetts students and teachers are trying to get back on track? 

12/7/21 6:22 
& 8:33 

3:42 SCHOOL COVID/Emanuel: Some parents and public health experts are 
concerned that not enough students have opted-in to the state-provided COVID 
tests to make the program effective. 

12/13/21 
5:23 & 7:22 

6:40 SPEC ED SHORTAGE/Jung: Schools are facing a shortage of special ed 
teachers, and parents are scrambling.to find spots 

12/27/21 
6:45 + 8:45 

5:00 STUDENT ACTIVISM/Jung: Growing numbers of students are walking out of 
classes and calling on school to do more to fight racism and violence 

  
  

ATC  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/1/21 
4:44:00  

7:15    SCHOOL NURSES/3way  ATC-F01a   2 Massachusetts school nurses express 
frustration over the challenges they're facing keeping up with covid testing, 
contact tracing, and other prevention measures in school this year now that 
schools are fully back in person. 

11/10/21 
5:44:00 

4:15   BOSTON SCHOOL OUTBREAKS/Emanuel  ATC-W10A  Boston Public Schools 
defend themselves against criticism from parents who say the district was 
unprepared for and poorly communicates with parents in response to covid 
outbreaks in schools this fall. 

11/17/21 
4:50:00 

5:15   MULTILINGUAL ED/ben james  ATC-W17A  vERMONT reporter Ben James on 
how Burlington VT schools use multilingual liasons and other unique strategies 
to improve educational outcomes for english language learners. 
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Medical and Healthcare 
ME  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/4/21 
5:35 & 7:38 

3:20 MGH ASSAULTS/Healy: Nurses and other hospital workers are facing a new 
threat--more verbal and physical assaults from patients. 

10/21/21 
5:50 & 7:50 

3:10 COG: VAX HESITANT/Novick: One doctor tries to win over the vaccine hesitant, 
one patient at a time. 

10/21/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:32 FDA BOOSTERS/Levy 2-way: The FDA approves booster shots for the Moderna 
and Johnson and Johnson vaccines 

10/27/21 
6:24 & 8:24 

4:40 KIDS VACCINE/Emanuel: Approval of the covid vaccine for kids seems 
imminent, and pediatricians are getting a lot of questions. 

11/11/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

7:18 VETERANS MENTAL HEALTH CARE/Jolicoeur [We visit a Boston-based center 
with a holistic approach to helping veterans with their mental health.] 

11/22/21 
7:21 

4:53 COVID 2-WAY/Dr. Sabrina Assoumou: We talk with an infectious diseases 
expert from Boston Medical Center about the pandemic as we head towards the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  

11/23/21 
6:23 & 8:23 

5:40 LONG TERM COVID/Bebinger: Even as the pandemic continues, doctors and 
researchers are trying to help patients suffering with long term covid. 

11/29/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

7:30 METH QUINONES/Becker 2-Way: A reporter traces a new form of 
methamphetamine across the country, leading to temp encampments and 
homelessness in Boston and other cities. 

12/6/21 
6:47 & 8:47 

5:11 COVID LATEST/Stephen Kissler 2way: We talk with an expert from the Harvard 
T.H. Chan School of Public Health about the latest on the pandemic. 

12/20/21 
6:23 & 8:22 

5:30 NH HOSPITAL/Brooks: Hospitals are being swamped by Covid patients. Doctors 
say the vast majority have one thing in common. 

12/21/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:15 NURSING HOMES/Lucas 2-Way: How nursing homes in Massachusetts are 
preparing for a potential wave of cases from the Omicron variant. 

12/22/21 
6:45 + 8:45 

4:55 HOSPITAL CROWDING/2-Way: As Governor Baker brings in National Guard 
troops to help relieve hospital crowding, we speak with the head of Beth Israel 
Lahey Health.  

12/23/21 
8:45 

4:20 EPIDEMIOLOGIST/2-Way: How to approach holiday travel in the midst of the 
omicron wave. 

12/24/21 
7:45 

5:05 6:10/Covid treatment: New treatments for COVID are arriving as cases surge - 
but the drugs are in limited supply.  

12/27/21 
7:45 

5:00 HOSP. ELECTIVE PROCEDURES/2way: Today's the deadline for many 
Massachusetts hospitals to end non-essential procedures due to the COVID 
surge. We'll talk to an MGH doctor about what that means in practice. 
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12/29/21 
5:47 & 7:46 

3:19 SCALES & DOCS /QURAISHI:  [More doctors are giving patients a choice about 
whether to weigh in and talk about the number.] 

12/29/21 
6:45 & 8:44 

5;22 COVID LATEST/2way: We talk with Doctor Shira Doron about the spike in 
Massachusetts' pandemic metrics and whether things will get worse before they 
get better. 

  
  
ATC 
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/6/21 
5:44:00  

7:20   HENRIETTA LACKS SUIT/3-way  ATC-T06LACKS  Lisa speaks with attorney 
for relatives of Henrietta Lacks and her grandson about the suit filed on behalf 
of family against Thermo Fisher Scientific alleging company has profited off the 
scientific research on Lacks's cells which were taken from her without her 
consent during treatment for cancer. 

10/15/21 
4:35:35, 
6:20:35 

3:45    NORA KETTER MASS HEALTH UPDATE/Mullins Jolicoeur  ATC-F15A   Mass 
Health makes change allowing nursing care for immigrants with certain 
statuses.  These immigrants were previously not covered.  The change means 
a Liberian woman in Massachusetts can soon get out of the hospital where 
she's been stuck for more than 3 years, and into a nursing facility. 

12/6/21 
5:20:35 

5:25   CHILD GRIEF/Mullins 3way  atc-m06c  Two Boston mental health clinicians 
discuss the increase in demand in the pandemic for services to help children 
process grief, and how that work is done. 

12/20/21 
5:35:35 

5:40    CIRCUT BREAKERS/Faust two-way  ATC-M20B   Local doctor Jeremy Fausto 
on his call for state and city leaders to take new precautions to prevent spread 
of omicron variant of covid. 

12/21/21 
4:44:00, 
6:20:35 

4:18    OMICRON RESPONSE/emanuel  ATC-T21A  Gabrielle Emanuel recaps 
Governor's announcement today calling in the national guard to help with 
hospitals as they face a surge in covid patients, and reaction to Baker's 
decision NOT to issue a statewide mask mandate. 

  

Politics and Government 
ME  
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/12/21 
6:24 & 8:24 

5:35 BPD SETTLEMENT/Jarmanning: Boston police pay a cash settlement to a Black 
man they arrested for drunk driving, but was actually suffering a stroke. 

10/13/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:40 MAYOR POLL/Brooks: A new WBUR poll shows Michelle Wu leading Boston's 
mayoral race by 32 points over Annisa Essaibi George.  
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10/14/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

5:00 MAYORAL DEBATE/Brooks: In their first one on one debate, Michelle Wu and 
Annissa Essaibi disagree on only a few issues, including rent control. 

10/15/21 
6:34 & 8:34 

2:50 MBTA POLL/Murphy: A new WBUR poll finds Boston voters think the MBTA is 
generally safe, but could use improvement.  

10/18/21 
6:46 & 8:46 

3:30 BPD FOLO/Jarmanning: Boston's mayoral candidates criticize the 2019 police 
arrest of a man suffering a stroke. His family is hoping for more. 

10/18/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

7:20 WU PROFILE/Brooks: We being profiling Boston's candidates for Mayor. This 
morning, how Michelle Wu's childhood didn't prepare her for a career in politics. . 

10/20/21 
8:34 

4:41 CLARK 2-WAY/Shenoy: We talk with Asst House Speaker, Rep. Katherine 
Clark, about the latest efforts to push forward President Biden's agenda. 

10/21/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

5:10 LEG REDISTRICT/Brown: Redrawing Massachusetts legislative map, to 
increase representation on Beacon Hill for people of color. 

10/21/21 
6:22 & 8:22 

6:40 ESSAIBI GEORGE PROFILE/Brooks: We profile mayoral candidate Annissa 
Essaibi George. She recalls her father's skepticism about her entering politics. 

10/25/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:30 SUFFOLK SHERIFF/Becker: In Boston's Mass and Cass area, Suffolk County's 
sheriff is moving ahead with his plan to use part of his jail as a drug treatment 
center. 

10/26/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:30 FINAL DEBATE/Brooks: In their final debate before next Tuesday's election, 
Annissa Essaibi George and Michelle Wu clash over who's better equipped to 
respond to the situation in Boston's Mass and Cass neighborhood  . 

10/27/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

3:15 COURT IN JAIL/Becker: A so-called stabilization court could begin operating 
inside the Suffolk County Jail next week--defense attorneys are not happy with 
the setting. 

10/29/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

4:20 TENT REMOVAL/Becker: Workers begin removing tents from a Boston 
encampment, but some of those living there say they won't go to a shelter. 

11/1/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:00 OTHER ELECTIONS/Brown: More than 50 Massachusetts communities hold 
local elections tomorrow. Officials aren't seeing much voter enthusiasm. 

11/2/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

4:00 JAIL COURT/Becker: Defense attorneys say a special court session for 
treatment in Suffolk County didn't deliver on Day 1. 

11/3/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

5:38 WU WINS/Brooks Debrief: Michelle Wu makes history, becoming the first woman 
and first person of color to be elected Mayor of Boston 

11/3/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

5:06 WATANABE 2-WAY: What Michelle Wu's victory says about how Boston has 
changed politically, and culturally 

11/5/21 
8:21 

7:40 MICHELLE WU LIVE: We talk with Boston Mayor-Elect Michelle Wu about her 
priorities and her historic election victory this week. 

11/8/21 
5:23 & 7:22 

6:10 JANEY EXIT/Shenoy: As she prepares to leave office, Boston's Acting Mayor 
Kim Janey reflects on her time as the city's first Black person and first woman to 
hold the office. 
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11/9/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:30 WORCESTER NGUYEN/2Way: A conversation with Worcester City Councilor-
Elect Thu Nguyen, (too noo-WIN) the first openly non-binary person elected in 
Massachusetts. 

11/12/21 
5:47 & 7:47 

3:17 WU YOUNG MAYORS/ BORCHERS:  Millennials are being sworn in as mayor in 
Boston, Cleveland and some other cities. 

11/15/21 
5:47 & 7:46 

3:30 JANEY LEGACY/Borchers: On Kim Janey's final day as Boston's Acting Mayor, 
we look back on her 8-month term, dominated by the pandemic. 

11/16/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

5:00 WU CHALLENGES/Brooks: Michelle Wu takes office today as Mayor of Boston, 
with a long to do list, after a short transition. 

11/17/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

3:55 MAYOR WU/Brooks: Michelle Wu takes office as Mayor of Boston, reiterating 
themes from her campaign. 

11/19/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

5:00 POLICE ACADEMY/Jarmanning: Massachusetts police academies are drawing 
fewer recruits. One reason. Protests and calls for police reform are among the 
reasons. 

11/22/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

4:45 RENT CONTROL/Rios: Housing advocates are hoping Mayor Michelle Wu can 
make good on her campaign pledge to bring rent control back to Boston. 

11/24/21 
6:24 & 8:24 

5:25 CURB RAMPS/Shenoy: A major construction project underway in Boston--
bringing thousands of sidewalk curb ramps into compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.  

11/26/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

1:50 BOOZE BALLOT/Borchers: Chain stores are pushing for a Massachusetts ballot 
question that would allow them to sell alcohol in more locations. 

11/29/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

4:30 vBAKER 3RD TERM?/Brown: Will Governor Baker run for a third term? Lots of 
people are asking, but he's not ready to answer.  

11/30/21 
5:47 & 7:50 

3:40 PAROLE SUIT/Becker: A new lawsuit argues the state parole board is keeping 
people on parole too long. 

12/1/21 
5:45 & 7:50 

4:40 BOSTON REPARATIONS/Murphy: Boston could join other cities that have taken 
steps towards offering reparations to Black residents. 

12/2/21 
6:21 & 8:35 

4:30 BAKER NO RUN/Brown De-brief: Governor Charlie Baker will not seek a 3rd 
term.Why he's getting out of the race, and who may be getting in 

12/9/21 
5:24 & 7:24 

5:05 MASS GOP/Brooks: With Charlie Baker not seeking a third term, Massachusetts 
Republicans ponder an uncertain future. 

12/9/21 
6:45 & 8:44 

5:35 ROLLINS CONFIRMED/Becker Debrief: Despite unanimous Republican 
opposition, Rachael Rollins is confirmed as the new US Attorney for 
Massachusetts.  

12/10/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

2:55 BAKER WAR CHEST/Brown: What do Governor Charlie Baker and Lieutenant 
Governor Karyn Polito do with millions of dollars in campaign funds, now that 
they're not running? 

12/14/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:39 ARPA FUNDS/Brown Debrief: After months of wrangling with the Legislature, 
Governor Baker signs off on plans to spend billions of dollars in federal aid. 
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12/17/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:37 SEN WARREN 2WAY/Shenoy: We talk with Senator Elizabeth Warren about 
Democrats' effort to pass voting rights legislation and President Biden's Build 
Back Better act. 

12/17/21 
5:45 & 7:44 

8:15 BPD SURVEILLANCE/Dooling debrief: A WBUR investigation finds the Boston 
Police Department quietly dipping into an unregulated pool of money to buy 
surveillance equipment. 

12/20/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

1:35 BPD SPENDING FOLO/Dooling: After a WBUR investigation Boston city 
councilors call for greater oversight of the Police Department's use of funds 
seized in civil forfeitures. 

12/21/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

7:30 ROLLINS EXIT/Becker 2-Way: We talk with Suffolk County DA Rachael Rollins 
about her transition to US Attorney for Massachusetts. 

12/30/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

7;22 POLITICS YEAR-ENDER/Brooks debrief: Some major political stories are in 
store for Massachusetts in 2022 -- from the governor's race to the mid-terms.  

12/31/21 
5:47 & 7:46  

3:54 TESTING LINES/WUTHMANN:  [As COVID cases surge, lines for tests are 
wrapping around the block in Greater Boston.] 

  
  
ATC 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

11/16/21 
5:35:35  

4:00  WU SWORN IN/Brooks debrief  LIVE  Anthony Brooks recaps today's 
swearing-in of Michelle Wu, and the main message she has about what she 
hopes to accomplish as mayor 

12/1/21 
5:20:35 

5:00   BAKER DONE/STEVE BROWn  live debrief  Debrief with Steve Brown on 
decision by Governor Baker not to seek reelection in Massachusetts 

12/15/21 
4:35:35, 
6:20:35 

6:15   MASS AND CASS PLAN/Becker  debrief   live at 4:35, taped at 6:20    Boston 
Mayor outlines new plan and timeline for removing tent encampment in south 
end and providing housing and services to people living in the tents. 

 

Crime 
ME  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

 N/A 
  
ATC 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

 N/A 
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Science and Technology 
ME  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

12/2/21 
5:45 & 7:48 

7:25 COMMONWEALTH FUSION/Gellerman: The eternal energy of the future may be 
the energy of the future. A new super magnet and investors with big pockets are 
trying to bring fusion closer to reality. 

  
  
ATC  
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

 N/A 
  

Religion 
ME  
  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

N/A 
  
ATC  
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

12/22/21 
5:35:35  

5:35    HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN/mullins 2-way  ATC-W22A   HOSPITAL chaplain at 
Lawrence General discusses some of his experiences during the pandemic 
counseling the grieving and those dying of covid 19 

  
  

Weather and Environmental 
ME  
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/1/21 6:49 
& 8:49 

3:05 FLOOD INSURANCE/Rios: New federal flood insurance rates go into effect 
today--some environmental groups say the old policy encouraged building in 
unsafe areas. 
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10/11/21 
6:20 & 8:20 

2:30 MARATHON FORECAST/Epstein: A look at the forecast for runners and 
spectators at the Marathon. 

10/14/21 
5:22 & 7:22 

6:55 OFFSHORE WIND II--FISHING/Wasser: Many fishermen are skeptical about 
coesixting with a new offshore wind industry. 

10/15/21 
5:23 & 7:23 

6:10 OFFSHORE WIND III/Wasser: Big oil has emerged as a big player in offshore 
wind. But, are they the right ones to lead the new industry? 

10/26/21 
6:20 & 8:20 

2:50 NOR'EASTER COMING/Epstein 2way: A Nor'easter is on its way. We'll get the 
forecast from Dave Epstein. 

10/26/21 
5:21 & 7:21 

7:10 BEER TOPPERS/Gellerman: Plastic beer toppers--they're great for carrying 
around 4-packs of craft brews, but not so great for recycling. 

10/27/21 
6:21 & 8:21 

2:47 STORM/EPSTEIN UPDATE: The Nor' Easter is here... 

10/29/21 
5:45 & 7:44 

5:26 WHALES/Chanatry Debrief: The population of right whales hits its lowest 
number in decades, despite some efforts to protect them. 

11/1/21 5:45 
& 7:45 

4:30 BOG TURTLES/Chanatry: The delicate balance in finding and protecting one of 
Massachusetts smallest and most endangered species, the bog turtle. 

11/10/21 
5:23 & 7:22 

6:20 LAWRENCE FLOODS/Rios: In Lawrence, new federal maps lead to some 
skyrocketing flood insurance premiums..  

11/18/21 
5:23 & 7:23 

6:00- SALT MARSH CARBON/Wight: In Maine, scientists are trying to restore 
degrading salt marshes to help fight climate change 

11/24/21 
5:45 & 7:45 

8:00 MICROGRIDS/Gellerman: A plan in Chelsea to address environmental justice 
and climate resiliency through a microgrid. 

11/24/21 
6:20 & 8:20 

2:23 HOLIDAY WEATHER/Epstein: A look ahead to the Thanksgiving holiday 
weather. 

11/29/21 
6:22 & 8:22 

4:40 WHALING LOGS/Chanatry: 21st Century climate scientists are finding useful 
data in 19th century New England whaling logs. 

12/24/21 
6:22 + 8:22 

5:50 XMAS TREE FARM/Mitchell: Christmas tree farms in Maine are being 
threatened by climate change. 

12/28/21 
5:45 + 7:45 

4:55 NH RECYCLING/Hoplamazian: Some towns in New Hampshire have figured 
out how turn recycling into gold. 
ELE-RECYCLE: ["The prices that municipalities are a 

12/31/21 
6:33 & 8:33 

3:09 NEW YEAR'S WEATHER/Epstein: We talk with WBUR Meteorologist Dave 
Epstein about the New Year's forecast. 

  
  
ATC 
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 
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10/25/21 
4:20:35,  
6:20:35  

5:45   METHANE LEAKS/Mullins 2wAY  atc-m25a  Researchers discover methane 
leaks from natural gas infrastructure in the Boston area are much more 
widespread than the state detection tests have found.  We speak to an author 
to find out why and what it means for the climate change fight. 

10/26/21 
4:35:35, 
5:35:35   

4 
MINS  

NOR'EASTER IS HERE/Epstein two-way  LIVE AT 4:30 AND 5;30   EACH 
time. Meteorologist Dave Epstein tells us what's happening outside and what's 
ahead tonight as a heavy rain and strong wind storm moves into the area. 

12/17/21 
4:35:35, 
6:20:35 

3:55    SNOW FORECAST/Epstein  Live at 4:30, tape at 6pm atc-f17a  David Epstein 
gives forecast for snow/mix expected on Saturday 

  

Arts, Culture, Media 
ME  
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/8/21 5:45 
& 7:45 

4:27 BOB & RUPA/2-way: We meet the new voice of WBUR's Morning Edition. 

10/19/21 
6:44 & 8:44 

5:01 CT RIVER ART SHOW/Kaufman: [ A famous 19th century Thomas Cole 
painting inspires a unique art exhibit along the Connecticut River in 
Northhampton]                

10/28/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:50 MACBETH IN STRIDE/Guerra: Writer and performer Whitney White 
reinterprets Shakespeare's Macbeth, from Lady Macbeth's perspective. 

10/29/21 
6:45 & 8:44 

5:25 CREEPY MUSIC/Shea: For Halloween, a Boston composer's new work honors 
a 19th centuryghost story writer. 

11/18/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

4:55 TINY DESK/Mason Debrief: Our arts team's favorites, from the hundreds of 
Massachusetts entries to NPR's Tiny Desk Contest 

12/10/21 
6:45 & 8:45 

5:05 TANGLEWOOD CHORUS/Shea: The Holiday pops concerts return to 
Symphony Hall--singers are thrilled to be back on stage together. 

12/16/21 
6:46 & 8:45 

3:40 RECORD STORE/Amer: The resurgence of vinyl records helps a Cambridge 
record store thrive through the pandemic.  

12/22/21 
5:54 + 7:54  

5:30 FANNIE FARMER/Shea: We remember Boston-born cookbook author and 
domestic science pioneer Fannie Farmer. 

12/23/21 
6:21 + 8:21 

6:10 OBERON CLOSING/Mason: We mourn the loss of the Oberon Theater in 
Cambridge--a place for alternative asrtists, including a pizza-themed burlesque 
act. 

  
  
ATC 
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Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

11/18/21 
4:50:00,  
6:20:35 

7:12    SOUND ON: HEESU  atc-w18a   Profile of WBUR's favorite of the NPR tiny 
desk contest entrants - a musical artist named Heesu 

12/29/21 
4:50:00 

7:30   LISTENWISE/Mullins 2way ATC-W29A  Lisa speaks with a local author about 
her new book, and company - focused on teaching parents and teachers how 
to better instruct children to become good listeners, and how that can improve 
learning for children. 

 

Sports 
ME  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/1/21 5:45 
& 8:45 

4:53 BRADY RETURNS/Oakes w/Reiss: Tom Brady returns to Foxboro. We 
preview Sunday's Patriots game against the Buccaneers. 

10/5/21 5:45 
& 7:50 

4:45 SOX-YANKEES/2-Way: The Red Sox and Yankees meet tonight in the 
American League Wildcard game. Who has the advantage? 

10/8/21 6:45 
& 8:45 

5:00 MARATHON/Ashlock Debrief: After an 18-month delay, the 125th running of 
the Boston Marathon is just days away.  

10/8/21 5:23 
& 7:23 

6:10 COG: TATYANA MCFADDEN/: Five-time Boston Marathon wheelchair 
champion Tatyana McFadden recalls nearing the 2018 finish line, in terrible 
weather. 

10/11/21 5:45 
& 7:45 

4:30 MARATHON DEBRIEF/Ashlock: We'll get a preview of today's 125th Boston 
Marathon, the first race in two and a half years. 

10/11/21 7:22 4:30 MARATHON DIRECTOR/McGillivray: A conversation with Boston Marathon 
Race Director Dave McGillivray.  

10/15/21 6:38 
& 8:38 

4:45 SOX ALCS PREVIEW: We preview the Red Sox-Astros American League 
Championship Series. 

  
  
ATC 
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/11/21 
5:35:35  

6:00    Boston Marathon Debrief  ATC-M11C   The first in-person Boston Marathon 
since 2019 is in the books. It was the first time the race was run in October. Lisa 
Mullins speaks to our Marathon reporter Alex Ashlock about who the winners 
were and how the day went. 
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12/10/21 
5:50:00 

2:10    OLYMPIC ATHLETES/Borchers  ATC-F10C  Local olympic hopefuls say they're 
focused on their training, especially as clouds loom over the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics due to a diplomatic boycott and restrictions on fan attendance due to 
the pandemic. 

  

National/International 
ME  
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

11/23/21 5:45 
& 7:45 

5:20 AFGHANS IN NH/Gibson: Evacuees from Afghanistan begin arriving in New 
Hampshire. Some spent months trying to evade the Taliban in Kabul. 

12/3/21 5:39 
& 7:50 

4:09 COG BLACK MEN RUN  
The organizer of the Boston chapter of a running group for Black men reflects 
on the murder convictions of the three men who murdered Ahmaud Arbery.  

  
  
ATC 
 
Aired: Dur: Segment Content: 

10/8/21 
4:35:35, 
6:06:30  

4:30    AFGHAN FAMILY/Jolicoeur  ATC-F08A  Family that evacuated Afghanistan 
after it fell to the Taliban has arrived at their new home in Worcester.  We check 
in to see how they are doing, get their reflections on the fear they felt when the 
Taliban took charge, and look at what's ahead for their new life in the U.S. 

11/11/21 
4:20:35,  
6:20:35  

3:45    WWII VETERAN/Mullins  atc-r11x   Salisbury WWII veteran reflects on his 
experience in WWII in France , and his decision that likely saved 100 troops by 
preventing a conflict with German soldiers. 

11/23/21 
4:50:00, 
6:20:35 

8:15    AFGHAN 3WAY/mullins/chanatry/green  ATC-T23A  dISCUSSion with a 
massachusetts native/military veteran and his former afghan translator about 
their efforts to get the translator's family to safety and out of afghanistan now 
that the taliban has taken control 
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Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 

“On Point” 
(October, November, December 2021) 

 
October 2021 
 
Friday, October 1, 2021 
Attempts to overthrow the presidential election threaten democracy. What can we do about it? 
There’s new information on just how hard the Trump administration tried to overthrow the 2020 
election. How healthy is the state of our democracy? 
 
Monday, October 4, 2021 
What America's supply chain shortages mean for your buying, from phones to cars 
Cars. Smartphones. Appliances. An international chip shortage is squeezing supply chains and 
inventory. How did this happen? And when will it end? 
 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 
What compromise may look like for the Democrats’ 'Build Back Better' plan 
The price tag for the Democrats’ social spending bill may be shrinking – but the needs of Americans 
are not. We hear what stays in the bill, what goes and... 
 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
Your brain on authoritarianism: The inside forces that drive people to turn on democracy 
The brain, behavior and authoritarianism. Understanding the social and neurological forces that drive 
people to turn their backs on democracy. 
 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 
Facebook's whistleblower and the social media giant's 'Big Tobacco' moment 
A former Facebook employee says the social media giant knows it is tearing society apart. Will 
Facebook face its Big Tobacco moment? 
 
Friday, October 8, 2021 
Scholar Randall Kennedy's reflections on race, culture and law in America 
For decades, scholar Randall Kennedy has been writing about race, culture and the law. “We are 
certainly much further from the racial promised land than I had thought that we... 
 
Monday, October 11, 2021 
What New Zealand's changing COVID strategy tells us about the pandemic's end 
New Zealand was aiming for 'COVID zero.' What does New Zealand's changing strategy tell us about 
what the pandemic's end should look like? 
 
Tuesday, October 12, 2021 
Why science says you deserve to be happy 
What determines your happiness? We'll talk about why science says, even with every problem in the 
world right now, you deserve to be happy. 
 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 
Is the Supreme Court too political? A look at the court's ideology 
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Americans think the Supreme Court is too ideological. What should be done about it? 
 
Thursday, October 14, 2021 
Why school boards are a nexus of America's culture wars 
School boards are a new nexus of America's culture wars. Some say the targeting of school boards is a 
political tactic used by right-wing organizations. We hear that deeper story. 
 
Friday, October 15, 2021 
The science behind good listening and why it matters 
People. Don’t. Listen. “There’s so much in our society that is encouraging us not to listen," Kate 
Murphy says. What is good listening and can it make a difference? 
 
Monday, October 18, 2021 
Inside the 40-year fight to rid the world of malaria 
Malaria has shaped human history. Could that story now be coming to a hopeful end? 
 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021 
A running scandal and the price of power at Nike 
Nike attracted the world's best. Alberto Salazar was a Nike-funded coach for almost 20 years. That 
ended in scandal. Is a reckoning for professional runners upon us? 
 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
The life, culture and politics of voters across the Rio Grande Valley 
Texas's Rio Grande Valley is vibrant, diverse and politically powerful. We look at why Republicans 
and Democrats are working to woo voters along the Rio Grande. 
 
Thursday, October 21, 2021 
What California's new zoning bills mean for the state's housing crisis 
California will now allow multi-family units on land zoned for single-family housing. Will it make a 
difference? 
 
Friday, October 22, 2021 
From unknown successes to personal disillusionment: What the public doesn’t know about Colin 
Powell 
Colin Powell served America at its highest levels. Joint Chiefs Chairman. Secretary of State. A man 
both celebrated and tarnished by war. We look back on his life and legacy... 
 
Monday, October 25, 2021 
The importance of fixing bad COVID math 
Infection rates. Cases. Deaths. 14-day moving averages. Efficacy. We're wading through a world of 
COVID data. But the way that data's presented may do more harm than good. 
 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 
The causes and consequences of inflation 
You're probably seeing signs of higher inflation. But some economists say, that’s not supposed to be 
happening. Is it time to better understand why inflation exists in the first place?... 
 
 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 
What it would take to pass meaningful voting rights legislation in America 
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Senate Republicans have used the filibuster to block major voting rights legislation twice this year. 
Meanwhile, at least 19 states have enacted 33 laws that make it harder to vote.... 
 
Thursday, October 28, 2021 
Virginia's governor's race and what it reveals about America's political future 
The race for governor of Virginia may be the most important political contest of the year. We look at 
Virginia’s governor’s race and what it says about the political parties... 
 
Friday, October 29, 2021 
The pessimistic generation: How grown-ups can grow up and give kids some hope 
From the pandemic to climate change, politics and social media, kids are pessimistic about their future. 
It's hurting them, and us all. We talk to people who say it's time... 
 
 
November 2021 
 
Monday, November 1, 2021 
Why the Federal Reserve is an 'engine of inequality' 
Interest rates, inflation, employment. That's where the Fed formally flexes its power. A banking insider 
reflects on why the Federal Reserve is an engine of American inequality. 
 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 
What the Supreme Court's next big gun case means for gun laws across the U.S. 
The Supreme Court is about to hear its highest profile gun case since 2008. We take a look at the case, 
and why the court's decision could have an impact... 
 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021 
Lessons in paid family leave from parents around the world 
More than 180 countries around the world do it, but not the U.S. How did those countries make it 
happen? We'll hear from mothers around the world. 
 
Thursday, November 4, 2021 
Mayoral races across the country: A look at who will lead America's cities 
Mayoral elections across the country this week. We take a look at who will next lead America's cities, 
and the impact those mayoral races may have on national politics. 
 
Friday, November 5, 2021 
From ship to shore: What's behind the supply chain breakdown at the Port of Long Beach 
What is going on at the Port of Long Beach? Truckers, longshoremen and port managers tell us why 
the supply chain is breaking down. 
 
Monday, November 8, 2021 
The case for climate reparations 
Climate change has a disproportionate impact on the Global South. So should the world's industrialized 
nations make reparations? 
 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 
Lessons from Virginia's governor race and what voters really want 
Democrats lost the governorship in Virginia. What did voters really care about? A long-time 
democratic analyst joins us with the lessons he's learned from Virginia, and why he's worried his... 
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Wednesday, November 10, 2021 
America's future in Taiwan 
China vows to take back Taiwan, as Xi Jinping warns against American interference. But for the U.S., 
Taiwan is about a lot more than Taiwan itself. What is America's true... 
 
Thursday, November 11, 2021 
The truth behind the mysterious Havana Syndrome 
Something strange is happening to American officials around the world. Migraines, dizziness, even 
brain injury. And the incidents keep happening. So who, or what, is behind Havana Syndrome? 
 
Friday, November 12, 2021 
AI home-buying and how it could change real estate 
Zillow went on an algorithmic home-buying spree. It didn't work. But what is algorithmic home-
buying? We learn the impact AI home-buying is having on the housing market. 
 
 
Monday, November 15, 2021 
Therapeutics and the part they play in the fight against COVID 
Vaccines are still the first, best way to end the pandemic. But can treatments like monoclonal 
antibodies and Pfizer’s new antiviral pill help in the fight? 
 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
'Miseducation': Journalist Katie Worth on climate education and corporate influences 
What are American school kids being taught about climate change? Journalist Katie Worth says a web 
of corporate and political influences miseducates many school children about climate change. 
 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 
The life and losses of politician Michael Tubbs 
Michael Tubbs grew up in poverty. He became Stockton, California's first Black mayor when he was 
just 26 years old. Now, he's sharing the reality of his life beyond the... 
 
Thursday, November 18, 2021 
Nuclear power and America's clean energy future 
President Joe Biden signed a $1 trillion infrastructure bill this week. Tucked into the plan includes the 
Biden administration's belief in the importance of nuclear power. 
 
Friday, November 19, 2021 
Understanding the causes and consequences of white evangelical fear 
A recent poll found that more than any other group, white evangelical protestants believe American 
culture and values are under threat. Why? 
 
Monday, November 22, 2021 
Water in the West: Can Biden's infrastructure act help restore it? 
There's $8 billion in the new Infrastructure act for preserving water systems in the West. We look at 
where the money will go, and what difference it could make. 
 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 
States and cities decide where the infrastructure money goes. Here are some of their plans 
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With the $1 trillion infrastructure act signed into law, state and local officials must now determine how 
most of that money will be spent. We talk with some of those... 
 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
What it will take to build world-class infrastructure in the U.S.  
President Biden made a big claim when he signed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act into law. 
We check that claim, and the reality of how far the U.S. has... 
 
Thursday, November 25, 2021 
The science behind good listening and why it matters 
People. Don’t. Listen. “There’s so much in our society that is encouraging us not to listen," Kate 
Murphy says. What is good listening and can it make a difference? 
 
Friday, November 26, 2021 
In 'Last Best Hope,' George Packer asks if America can unite again 
George Packer says there are four different Americas “pitting tribe against tribe." He’s reported on 
political divides around the world. Does he think America can be united once again? 
 
Monday, November 29, 2021 
What's driving the pandemic's health care exodus 
Nearly 1 in 5 health care workers have left the profession for good. Can the exodus be stopped? 
 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 
Tracking unspent pandemic relief funds 
$800 billion in COVID relief funds still hasn't made it to the American people. In Pennsylvania, $2.5 
billion of that aid is being moved to the state's “rainy day fund.”... 
 
 
December 2021 
 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
A rekindled Cold War? A reality check on the narrative around U.S.-China tensions 
The U.S. is locked in another "great powers" conflict, this time with China. That's what you'll often 
hear in Washington. But is a Cold War era analogy the right one... 
 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 
Linguist John McWhorter on how to combat the harms of 'woke racism' 
When linguist John McWhorter hears activists and academics condemn "whiteness" or talk about 
"centering" people of color, he doesn't hear effective anti-racism. "The issue is what do you do about... 
 
Friday, December 3, 2021 
Why misinformation is America's greatest election security threat 
What's the biggest threat to American elections, and to people's trust in them? Conspiracy theories. 
 
Monday, December 6, 2021 
Are U.S. elected officials getting too old? 
Vermont Senator Pat Leahy won't run again. Leahy's been in office since 1974. That's longer than 
more than 150 million Americans have been alive. Are U.S. elected officials getting too... 
 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 
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What we know about the Omicron variant and the pandemic in South Africa 
Comprehensive disease surveillance allowed South Africa to first identify the COVID Omicron 
variant. But they haven't had as much success with vaccination efforts. We take a close look at South... 
 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
Inside the lives of social media influencers 
The life of a digital influencer. Primp. Place product. Post. And cha-ching! But… that’s not all. “There 
is such an incredible amount of labor, much of that remains concealed behind... 
 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 
'Age of Acrimony': Historian Jon Grinspan on the last time Americans fought for democracy 
Historian Jon Grinspan says Americans in the past fought to fix their democracy. "Many of our 
problems have, if not identical moments in the past, parallels and similar tendencies in... 
 
Friday, December 10, 2021 
Why the U.S. is cracking down on international spyware 
The U.S. is cracking down on international spyware. The new twist? The spyware companies are 
headquartered in allied nations. "These tools are allegedly used in a way that raises a... 
 
Monday, December 13, 2021 
What's behind the worker shortage in American schools 
Schools are facing a shortage of Bus drivers. Custodians. Substitute teachers. Cafeteria workers. When 
the system is spread thin, who suffers most? 
 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
The question of fetal viability and how it's changing the abortion debate 
Fetal viability was considered to be around 28 weeks when Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973. How is 
medical technology changing the question of viability, and the abortion debate? 
 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 
What congressional investigations are revealing about the Capitol insurrection 
Declare a national emergency to overthrow the 2020 Presidential election. That's an idea in one of the 
documents received by a special congressional committee. The latest on investigating January 6th. 
 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 
Opioids can 'feel like love.' Here's how that helps our understanding of addiction 
What empty well do opioids fill in someone suffering from addiction? “The reason you get addicted is 
because something is missing for you. And oftentimes, what's missing is the ability... 
 
Friday, December 17, 2021 
Fiona Hill on the U.S. and Russia, from Trump to Biden 
Fiona Hill served as a top Russia expert in the Trump administration. She was concerned about the 
U.S.'s posture then, and even more concerned now, given President Vladimir Putin's moves... 
 
Monday, December 20, 2021 
Children, safety and the internet: How updating federal policy could protect kids online 
The Children's Online Privacy and Protection Rule hasn't been updated in 20 years. Meanwhile, the 
entire digital world has transformed and become fully integrated into children's lives, whether parents 
want... 
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Tuesday, December 21, 2021 
From Kellogg's to Nabisco: The strikes behind America's growing labor movement 
Kellogg’s workers strike for months. A successful Union drive at one Starbucks. Approval rates for 
unions at a 60-year high. Is the union movement growing?  
 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021 
How the metaverse blurs the line between virtual and reality 
The next iteration of the internet could be a vast, three-dimensional digital frontier that looks a lot like 
real life. We discuss what’s real, what's not – and what happens... 
 
Thursday, December 23, 2021 
What the 1918 flu pandemic reveals about how pandemics end 
Pandemics do end. A century ago, the last great global pandemic finally petered out. How did the 
world know, or decide, when the 1918 pandemic was over? 
 
Friday, December 24, 2021 
Why science says you deserve to be happy 
What determines your happiness? We'll talk about why science says, even with every problem in the 
world right now, you deserve to be happy. 
 
Monday, December 27, 2021 
In 'The Genetic Lottery,' Kathryn Paige Harden considers a new moral framework for genetics 
Kathryn Paige Harden says most people have no clue what genetic science can already do. In her new 
book 'The Genetic Lottery,' she says a new moral framework is needed... 
 
Tuesday, December 28, 2021 
In Jamal Greene's 'How Rights Went Wrong,' reimagining America's legal approach to rights 
In the U.S., individual rights are sacrosanct. Legal scholar Jamal Greene calls that "rightsism," and 
says it's pushing the country in the wrong direction. 
 
Wednesday, December 29, 2021 
From political polarization to gang violence: High conflict and how to free yourself from it 
Investigative journalist Amanda Ripley wanted to understand the sources of human conflict. So she 
studied it for more than four years. She detected a strong pattern to the most intractable... 
 
Thursday, December 30, 2021 
Multi-level marketing companies and the disinformation they sell 
Multi-level marketing distributors claim to sell life-changing products. They’re also selling something 
else -- misleading product claims and disinformation. 
 
Friday, December 31, 2021 
From unknown successes to personal disillusionment: What the public doesn't know about Colin 
Powell 
Colin Powell served America at its highest levels. Joint Chiefs Chairman. Secretary of State. A man 
both celebrated and tarnished by war. We look back on his life and legacy... 
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Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 

“Here And Now” 
(October, November, December 2021) 

 
 
October 2021 
 
Friday, October 1, 2021 
Washington state is at war with murder hornets 
The invasive species, also known as Asian giant hornets, kill honeybees — which are important for 
crop fertilization and already dwindling in population. 
 
Why true crime is a white woman's genre — and the impact it's having on society 
The majority of true crime is created by white women, consumed by white women, and about white, 
female victims. 
 
'Hello from the other side': New England fans split over Belichick v. Brady matchup 
The game marks the first — and possibly last — time Tom Brady will face off against his former team 
and coach, Bill Belichick. 
 
Stop the wolf hunt: 6 Ojibwe tribes are suing Wisconsin to stop fall hunt 
The gray wolf was removed from the endangered species list in January. 
 
Film crews, fed up with Hollywood's hectic schedule, weigh a strike 
Thousands of workers with The International Association of Theatrical Stage Employees will get to 
cast their vote starting Friday. 
 
White House insists Democrats are 'closer than ever' on spending agreement 
Democrats are racing to make a self-imposed deadline of coming together by Friday. 
 
NBA faces anti-vaccine crisis as NYC, San Francisco say: 'Get the shot or don't play' 
The NBA is struggling internally with a vocal minority of players who refuse to get the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 
Why the foster care system needs to change as aid expires for thousands of aged-out youth 
On Friday, aid for thousands of aged-out foster youth expired, leaving many to wonder what's the next 
step. 
 
Merck says COVID-19 pill cuts risk of death by half 
The drug company says its COVID-19 antiviral pill cuts the risk of hospitalization and death by 50% 
in people recently infected with the coronavirus. 
 
Alabama school affirms its LGBTQ+ students 
Magic City Acceptance Academy in Birmingham, Alabama, is the first school in the South with the 
mission to affirm LGBTQ+ students. 
 
Brown bears feast when summer turns fall — who is the fattest of them all? 
Fat Bear Week is back and bigger than ever. 
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Pediatric diabetes surges in Mississippi since the pandemic began 
Youth hospitalizations have doubled for type 2 diabetes compared to before the pandemic began. 
 
Biden announces new rules on deportation of migrants 
We take a look at the president's new limits on immigration. 
 
Monday, October 4, 2021 
One small Colorado town's sheepdog competition reveals who's top dog 
Every September, thousands of people flock to Meeker, Colorado, to watch sheepdogs from all over 
the country compete. 
 
When hospitals feel the strain, health care chatbots prove useful  
Health care chatbots have exploded in use during the pandemic as a way for hospitals to triage patients 
by answering health-related questions and directing them to the next step. 
 
Enter the 'splinternet': How competing visions for the internet could shape cyberspace 
"Four Internets: Data, Geopolitics and the Governance of Cyberspace" tackles questions like how the 
internet should be regulated. 
 
What we know about the massive oil spill off the Southern California coast 
Local beaches could be closed for weeks or months to protect public health. Environmentalists are 
concerned about long-term impacts on wildlife. 
 
Census results make it difficult to uncover racial inequities 
The second-largest racial group in the U.S. is a group that identified with "some other race" for the 
census. 
 
Pregnant ER doctor explains why she got COVID-19 booster as CDC says Delta variant poses high 
risk 
Up to 15% of pregnant people who catch the Delta variant end up hospitalized, a new study in the 
American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology finds. 
 
Questions remain about how prepared the U.S. was for wave of Haitian migrants 
Last month, a large group of Haitian migrants camped out under a bridge in Del Rio, Texas. How did 
the U.S. fail to detect their movement to the southern border? 
 
OPEC and allies decide against more increases to oil production amid historic oil, gas rally 
Surging crude oil prices have contributed to inflation and are slowing global recovery from the 
pandemic. 
 
Leaked documents reveal major problems at Facebook 
Leaked documents reported by The Wall Street Journal show the social media giant prioritized 
engagement and profits over stopping harmful content and misinformation. 
 
Physiologists who made discoveries in understanding temperature and touch win Nobel Prize 
U.S. scientists David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian won the award Monday. 
 
What to watch for as the U.S. Supreme Court begins a new term 
This comes as the court's approval rating is only 40%, its lowest point in decades. 
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North Carolina and other states want private funds banned from elections administration 
The 2020 elections saw a record voter turnout and an enormous amount of mail-in ballots, all amidst a 
pandemic. 
 
Biden says Democrats will come together to pass his agenda 
Democrats delayed a vote on government spending plans until next month. 
 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 
New concerns over AI language program's troubling tendencies 
GPT-3 by the San Francisco-based company OpenAI is a language system that can generate fluent 
English text in any format. 
 
You are not your job: Writer Arthur Brooks on why careers shouldn't dictate your identity 
Arthur Brooks wants people to deeply think about how much of your identity is determined by your 
job — and potentially make a shift. 
 
Understanding the science behind this year's Nobel Prize in physics has never been more urgent 
Among the winners, Syukuro Manabe of the U.S. and Klaus Hasselmann of Germany were honored 
for their work on the physical modeling of the Earth's climate. 
 
California's Creative Workforce Act could revamp local economy if passed 
The countdown is on for Gov. Gavin Newsom to sign or veto a bill that would diversify and provide a 
living wage for those in the state's arts and culture... 
 
Retired Gen. Stanley McChrystal's new book offers a 'User's Guide' for managing risks 
Retired Gen. Stanley McChrystal has spent a career navigating risks with high costs. 
 
South Dakota revealed to be prime location for the ultra-wealthy to stash their assets 
The Pandora Papers' nearly 12 million documents reveal how the supremely wealthy conceal their 
wealth in offshore accounts. 
 
Wildlife rescuers toil at oil-soaked Huntington Beach after pipeline spill 
More than 120,000 gallons of oil spilled from a pipeline over the weekend. 
 
Afghanistan's economy crumbles under the Taliban 
In Afghanistan, banks are low on cash and paychecks are delayed. An informal street economy of 
bartering for basic goods and unloading family possessions is growing. 
 
Wildfire smoke from Australia triggered massive algal blooms in the southern Pacific Ocean 
The massive wildfires in Australia that burned from 2019 into 2020 have had impacts far beyond the 
continent. 
 
Why people seek religious exemptions for COVID-19 vaccine 
A wide range of ideas constitutes the required "sincere religious belief." 
 
A family man's long-buried prison escape is explored in 'The Redemption of Bobby Love' 
In January 2015, police and FBI agents showed up at the Brooklyn apartment of Bobby and Cheryl 
Love. It turned out the devoted husband and father was also an escapee... 
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The debt ceiling, explained 
Policy analyst Shai Akabas explains how the debt ceiling has become "a purely political tool" for 
lawmakers to extract spending concessions. 
 
Biden stumps for legislative agenda in Michigan as debt ceiling deadline looms 
The president's infrastructure and social spending bills are both tied up in Congress, which is also 
hurtling toward a debt ceiling deadline that would have seismic consequences for the economy. 
 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
Otis takes the Fat Bear Week heavyweight title for the 4th time 
Mike Fitz, founder of Fat Bear Week, tells us more about Otis and why fans love him. 
 
Food trucks drive up stalled sales by adapting to pandemic changes 
After the pandemic closed offices and festivals, food trucks have adjusted by selling in residential 
neighborhoods and embracing food delivery apps. 
 
Crossing borders for abortions before Roe v. Wade 
Transnational networks have long helped pregnant people navigate treatment options outside the U.S. 
 
China's next move: A look at the country's potential to adapt a more socialist economic vision 
The seeming change comes with risks, especially if it slows China's innovation and stalls economic 
growth. 
 
Chemists win Nobel Prize for 'ingenious' method of making molecules 
Benjamin List and David MacMillan share the award for their work on asymmetric organocatalysis, a 
way of synthesizing molecules that can be used in anything from drugs to food flavorings. 
 
Political strategists: Police reform in Minneapolis is going to be a close vote 
On Nov. 2, voters will decide if the Minneapolis Police Department will be replaced with a 
Department of Public Safety following the murder of George Floyd in 2020. 
 
COVID-19 cases are declining nationwide — but Alaska's health care system is at a breaking point 
Limited resources have forced doctors to make grim choices about who receives care. 
 
Custom brain implants deliver real-time relief for 1 woman with depression 
Researchers at the University of California San Francisco where the study took place describe this as 
the "most remarkable experience" of their careers. 
 
New airlines debut amid a turbulent time for the industry 
Aha! is a new airline set to take off later this October. 
 
'Invisible Child' chronicles how homelessness shaped the life of Dasani — from childhood to today 
Author and journalist Andrea Elliott followed Dasani and her family for nearly 10 years, chronicling 
Dasani's life and growth. 
 
New report details the massive scope of sex abuse within the French Catholic church 
The report finds more than 330,000 children were abused by priests and others in the French Catholic 
church over the past 70 years. 
 
How cheaper DNA tests influenced the census results 
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The latest census results show about 1 in 10 people in the U.S. identify with more than one race. That's 
almost four times more than a decade ago. 
 
Facebook unapologetic after whistleblower testifies before Congress 
The whistleblower alleged that Facebook put profits before safety and knowingly endangered children. 
 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 
The gravestone cleaner: TikToker builds community around removing moss, dirt from headstones 
Caitlin Abrams spends her mornings at cemeteries where she carefully and expertly removes centuries 
of moss and dirt from 18th and 19th-century headstones. 
 
First vaccine to treat malaria — or any parasitic disease — gives epidemiologists hope 
The vaccine is called Mosquirix, a nod to the mosquitos that spread the malaria parasite when they 
bite. 
 
Federal judge blocks Texas' strict abortion ban 
Texas is planning to appeal a decision by a federal judge to block the state's ban on abortions after six 
weeks of pregnancy. 
 
Dave Grohl explains how music — and a hitchhiker wearing a Kurt Cobain t-shirt — helped him heal 
From being a regular at the White House to Saturday Night Live, Grohl writes about his life in his new 
memoir, “The Storyteller.” 
 
As natural gas prices surge, Europe considers Putin's offer of Russian gas 
In Europe, some prices have quadrupled. And companies that rely on natural gas as a key ingredient 
have gone under. 
 
American journalist Danny Fenster charged with 2nd crime while still in Myanmar prison 
He has been detained in Myanmar since May 24. 
 
Los Angeles City Council passes vaccine mandate for indoor spaces 
This mandate is seen as the strictest of its kind with hefty fines for not adhering to the rules. It goes 
into effect on Nov. 4. 
 
Biden's child tax credit expansion lifts 3 million kids out of poverty in 1 month, research shows 
The future of the child tax credit expansion is tied up in the infrastructure plan being negotiated in 
Congress now. 
 
'76 Days' of lockdown: Documentary gives inside look at 1st COVID-19 outbreak in Wuhan 
"76 Days" documentary provides a fly-on-the-wall view of what was happening inside Wuhan ICUs at 
the very beginning of what would become a global pandemic. 
 
Zanzibari novelist Abdulrazak Gurnah wins 2021 Nobel Prize in literature 
Abdulrazak Gurnah is the first African to win the prize in nearly two decades. 
 
Baked with love and heritage: Asian American bakers whisk together multicultural treats 
Asian American bakers are melding ingredients from their heritage with "traditional" American and 
European pastries in a celebration of their multicultural identities. 
 
Rapid at-home testing gets $1 billion expansion from White House 
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Surging demand for COVID-19 tests in the U.S. has exacerbated a nationwide shortage of rapid at-
home tests. 
 
Friday, October 8, 2021 
Netflix drama 'Maid' offers authentic portrait of working-class; SNL reattempts Biden impression 
"Maid" tells the story of a young mom who leaves an abusive relationship, struggles to make ends 
meet through a low-wage job, all while cultivating a writing talent. 
How Black women feel about going back to the office 
As companies begin to transition to working in person, many Black women are feeling the stress of 
returning to a space that never felt safe to them. 
 
Celebrities' anti-vaccine comments spark debate online 
Femi Oke, host of Al Jazeera English, explores whether there's any evidence that stars are encouraging 
or stopping the public's attitude to COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
Tesla is moving its headquarters from California to Texas 
Musk cited housing affordability and commute issues as some of the reasons behind the move, CNN 
reports. 
 
Take a peaceful, moonlit hot air balloon ride 1,000 feet above Albuquerque 
Every morning for more than a week, hundreds of balloons will lift off the ground at once in an 
unrivaled kaleidoscope of color at the largest celebration of the sport... 
 
Senators point fingers after debt limit extension passes 
While the Senate came together to raise the debt ceiling to avert financial catastrophe, Democrats and 
Republicans are still very much divided in Congress. 
 
Journey far from over for Haitian migrants allowed to seek U.S. asylum 
Thousands of Haitian migrants who were living underneath the Del Rio bridge along the U.S.-Mexico 
border have been cleared. For those seeking asylum in the U.S., the journey is not... 
 
Miss O'Leary's cow might be innocent after all: 150th anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire 
The Great Chicago Fire in 1871 burned about 3 square miles of the city, destroyed 17,500 buildings 
and killed around 300 people. 
 
Two journalists from Philippines, Russia win Nobel Peace Prize 
The Nobel Committee said the two journalists were recognized "for their efforts to safeguard freedom 
of expression, which is a precondition for democracy and lasting peace." 
 
New York Comic Con returns live, though a little more subdued than before 
Petra Mayer of NPR Books says usually, Comic Con is a "literal human traffic jam." But this year, 
because of the pandemic, the convention had wide open spaces everywhere she... 
 
What to expect from Biden, Xi Jinping's virtual summit 
President Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping will hold a virtual summit later this year. The 
announcement comes amid some signs that relations between the two superpowers are easing. 
 
With cases dropping, experts ask: Does the Delta variant naturally decline after several months? 
For the first time since early August, COVID-19 cases in the U.S. have dropped below 100,000 a day. 
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Rep. Zoe Lofgren on holding Trump allies accountable with Jan. 6 committee 
A fresh batch of subpoena requests is out for organizers of "Stop The Steal." 
 
Monday, October 11, 2021 
Some Alaska Native communities fear future as low salmon runs persist 
For the fourth year in a row, the runs are severely low along the Alaska Peninsula. 
 
Boston Marathon returns after first-ever suspension during pandemic 
Reporter Alex Ashlock is near the marathon finish line in downtown Boston. 
 
Singer-songwriter William Prince explores Indigenous issues on 'Gospel First Nation' 
The album explores the complex relationship between Christianity and Indigenous people in Canada. 
 
China invested in Pakistan's infrastructure but corruption, COVID-19 stall projects 
China's Belt and Road Initiative is a massive infrastructure project connecting roads, railways, 
pipelines and trade routes across Asia, Europe and Africa. 
 
How the U.S. can end the COVID-19 pandemic, according to one doctor 
"I believe we can turn COVID-19 from an existential crisis into a manageable problem with three key 
actions," Dr. Leana Wen writes in the Washington Post. 
 
Problems along the global supply chain cause a shortage of just about everything 
The global supply chain is suffering from factory closures in Asia due to the Delta variant and scarcity 
of shipping containers, truck drivers, raw materials and workers. 
 
Malcolm Gladwell explains what we don't know when we're 'Talking to Strangers' 
Author Malcolm Gladwell explores the sometimes fatal miscues that occur when we make 
assumptions about people we don't know. 
 
COVID-19 vaccine mandates prove effective in pushing hesitant workers to get the shot 
Workplaces with vaccine mandates are seeing vaccination rates of 90% or higher. 
 
Nobel Prize in economics goes to 3 researchers for their work on natural experiments 
When studying the forces of economics, natural experiments arise through changes in policy — for 
example, lowering the minimum wage in one state but not another. 
 
Celebrating 50 years of 'Diet for a Small Planet' with Frances Moore Lappé and daughter Anna Lappé 
"Diet for a Small Planet" promotes a plant-centric approach to eating as being more beneficial for 
personal and global health. 
 
Study could make it easier for gay, bisexual men to donate blood 
A nationwide blood study underway has the potential to change current federal policy banning some 
LGBTQ people from donating blood. 
 
Iowa Sierra Club environmentalists try to stop massive cattle feedlot in state 
The cattle operation would be built near one of Iowa's pristine streams in the unique area known as the 
Driftless Region. 
 
Why is food getting more expensive? 
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Food prices are at their highest level in 10 years, according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization. 
 
Tuesday, October 12, 2021 
What's next for Facebook after whistleblower revelations 
Last week, congressional testimony by a former employee publicized internal documents detailing 
Facebook's impact on mental health, political turmoil and more. 
 
The fall of the 'girlboss': Feminism and the public trial of Elizabeth Holmes 
Holmes' trial defense portrays a drastic contrast to the image of the empowered, all-knowing CEO. 
 
Researchers race to stop invasive plant from harming Kansas grasslands 
In the land of the open prairie, an invasive plant is threatening to transform Kansas’ grassland 
ecosystems into biodiversity wastelands. 
 
Pet owners face shortage of veterinarians 
The situation was only made worse by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Southwest cancels more than 2,000 flights over the weekend 
The airline blamed the cancellations on weather and air traffic control issues. 
 
Banding birds at one of the oldest labs in North America 
Birds are winging their way south for the winter. On their journey, some of them will be netted by 
scientists at the Manomet Observatory in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
 
Human-caused climate change is already impacting 85% of global population, study finds 
A group of scientists used machine learning to map 100,000 climate impact studies. 
 
Survivors of Tulsa Race Massacre await ruling on future of their lawsuit 
Survivors and descendants of victims of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre are seeking reparations in a 
lawsuit against the city of Tulsa. 
 
Tracking the health impacts of grief: 'People suffer when they lose someone' 
There isn't a lot of data available about the scope of bereavement on public health. Some researchers 
say it's time for a collective response. 
 
President Biden picks up the mantle on Asia 
Former President Barack Obama called for the U.S. to make a pivot to Asia to prepare for the 
challenges of the 21st century. 
 
New Academy Museum of Motion Pictures showcases Hollywood's best with diversity front and 
center 
Displaying the full tapestry of what Hollywood encompasses is important at any moment — but 
especially now, says Jacqueline Stewart, chief artistic and programming officer for the museum. 
 
Entertainment workers of IATSE prepare to strike 
The last time Hollywood crews went on a major strike over a contract was during World War II. 
 
Would focusing on the benefits rather than the cost help Biden sell his agenda? 
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President Lyndon Johnson, whose Great Society legislation included social safety net programs like 
Medicare, focused on what the programs would do for the American people rather than how much 
they... 
 
Students slip behind in standardized test scores and other measures of progress 
Two-thirds of parents report that their kids are behind in school. That syncs up with standardized test 
score numbers. 
 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 
California becomes first state to allow children to put parents on their health insurance plans 
California Assemblyman Miguel Santiago hopes this bill will serve as a model for other states. 
 
Nobel laureate Abdulrazak Gurnah uses fiction as a bridge to the realities of colonialism, refugees 
Abdulrazak Gurnah is the first Black African author to win the Nobel Prize for literature in three 
decades. His novels center on themes of migration, identity and effects of colonialism... 
 
Senators Manchin, Sinema resist Biden's domestic package but the similarities seem to stop there 
The two Senate Democrats may be at odds due to their own policy priorities for this package. 
 
Virginia governor's race tightens: Why this election is seen as early test of Democrats’ strength 
Polls show the race tightening between former Gov. Terry McAuliffe, the Democratic candidate, and 
businessman Glenn Youngkin on the Republican side. 
 
U.S. to reopen Canada, Mexico borders to vaccinated people but exclude those with mixed vaccines 
We discuss the science behind "mix and match" COVID-19 vaccine doses. 
 
Port of Los Angeles to begin 24/7 service in effort to relieve supply chain bottlenecks 
President Biden is set to announce Wednesday that the Port of Los Angeles will begin operating 
around the clock. 
 
Engineering a river in New York with nature to protect against the impacts of climate change 
After Hurricane Irene, the Ausable River rose 11 feet and flooded much of the region. 
 
The changing role of technology in education as kids juggle hybrid learning 
As many students and teachers adjust to being back in school in person, the ways they are using 
technology to enhance the learning experience are evolving. 
 
What's causing millions of Americans to quit their jobs 
Nearly 4.3 million people quit their jobs in the U.S. in August. That's the highest number for a single 
month. 
 
YA authors Angie Thomas and Tomi Adeyemi on speaking their truth and writing for young people 
Angie Thomas' debut novel "The Hate U Give" stayed on bestseller lists for months in 2017. Tomi 
Adeyemi also climbed the bestseller lists with her 2018 novel "Children of Blood... 
 
'A medical catastrophe': COVID-19 surges in Syria 
This comes on top of a decade of war, millions of Syrians displaced and many hospitals bombed out. 
 
How closed borders impacted one remote American town 
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Point Roberts can only be accessed by land via Canada and two international border crossings. During 
the border closure, the town experienced economic devastation. 
 
Thursday, October 14, 2021 
EU releases concessions to Northern Ireland, which would otherwise face Brexit trade restrictions 
Britain and the European Union are once again sparring over Brexit details. 
 
Dave Chappelle controversy raises questions about protected speech in comedy 
As a gay Black man, writer Saeed Jones has felt increasingly upset by the comedian’s insistence on 
making jokes about queer people in the name of creative freedom. 
 
Hospitals fear juggling Delta variant with flu season this winter 
America's hospitals are already strained from the Delta surge. Now they fear they'll be further 
overwhelmed by pent-up demand for services and a potentially bad flu season. 
 
Fishermen fear offshore wind development will impact their industry, livelihood 
The government and conservationists say wind power is a necessary tool for cutting back our country's 
climate emissions. 
 
An aspirin a day keeps the doctor away ... or not? New guidance goes against taking drug daily 
This is a reversal from a previous guidance in 2016. 
 
Chicago police union clashes with mayor over vaccine mandate 
The police union is urging its members to not comply and now plans to sue Mayor Lori Lightfoot's 
administration.  
 
Pianist Simone Dinnerstein directs new multimedia recital during pandemic 
"The Eye Is the First Circle" runs at Montclair State University in New Jersey from Oct. 14 to Oct. 17. 
 
Goats help manage land in Colorado  
It's land management without heavy machinery or pesticides that improves wilderness and reduces 
wildfires. 
 
USDA admits to killing 8 young wolves in Idaho, sparking outrage 
The pups were part of a pack that have been tracked by the Timberline High School in Boise. 
 
Social Security benefit payments will rise next year — but can it keep up with Americans' bills? 
Social Security payments are getting the biggest boost since the 1980s amidst rising inflation. 
 
In 'The Boys,' Ron and Clint Howard mine memories of growing up in Hollywood 
The two acting legends have been in the business since they were in the single digits. 
 
LA County is dismissing 60,000 marijuana convictions. DA George Gascón wants others to follow suit 
District Attorney George Gascón about why he wants to see more jurisdictions expunge marijuana 
convictions. 
 
The future of proposed COVID-19 vaccine booster shots 
Food and Drug Administration advisory committee meetings this week will determine if booster shots 
will be authorized for the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccines. 
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Friday, October 15, 2021 
LA Dodgers beat SF Giants to secure spot in the National League Championship Series 
In the top of the ninth with two runners on base — and the entire state of California holding its 
collective breath —Dodger Cody Bellinger stepped up to the plate... 
 
When it comes time to decide whether to get vaccinated, some people turn to religion 
There's plenty of data and science about how vaccines for COVID-19 save lives. But for some, the 
case for vaccination has to be a religious one. 
 
'Squid Game' skewers particularly South Korean approach to capitalism, but finds resonance globally 
Netflix's "Squid Game" became its most streamed show ever this week. 
 
LinkedIn to end its network service in China 
LinkedIn will now focus on a new app in China, with only job postings — no commenting or sharing. 
 
Nobel Prize-winning labor economist David Card on strikes, 'the Great Resignation' and more 
David Card shared the 2021 Nobel Prize in economics this week with two other economists, in 
recognition of his achievements and contributions to the field of labor economics. 
 
House committee to decide whether to recommend criminally charging Steve Bannon 
The panel has issued a subpoena for the former Trump aide to appear but Bannon says he will not 
cooperate. 
 
Investigation unveils Tennessee county's troubling history of illegally jailing children 
Judge Donna Scott has overseen a juvenile justice system that routinely jails children far more 
frequently and for longer periods than other counties in the state. 
 
California law limits how much water farmers can pump from state's aquifers 
To figure out just how much water the farmers are pumping, local regulators are turning to satellites. 
 
Climate activists confront congressional gridlock with week of protests 
Protesters want President Biden to declare a climate emergency and stop all new fossil fuel projects. 
 
Music classes bounce back as kids return to school 
With students back in school this fall, music classes look almost normal. 
 
Hollywood turns its eye on conservative movements during and after Trump's ascendency 
FX's "Impeachment: American Crime Story" dramatizes the Monica Lewinsky scandal and the right-
wing push to remove former President Bill Clinton from office. 
 
Why Colorado's Supreme Court is challenging the state's new congressional map 
The state’s new eighth Congressional District has a big Latino community. But Latino advocates say it 
does not prioritize diversity. 
 
Former Boeing pilot indicted in connection to 737 MAX crashes 
Prosecutors are alleging that Mark Forkner lied to federal regulators about the automated system that 
caused the crashes in 2018 and 2019. 
 
John Deere workers strike after failed contract negotiations 
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This comes at a time when strikes are happening or being threatened across industries and across the 
country. 
 
Monday, October 18, 2021 
Ohio's only national park fights climate change 
The Cuyahoga Valley National Park in Ohio is taking steps to adapt in whatever ways it can and accept 
some things it can't change. 
 
Russia enters 4th COVID-19 wave 
Some data analysts say the situation is actually far worse than the government will admit. 
 
TV and film crew strike averted as union reaches tentative contract deal 
Members of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees or IATSE had been demanding 
better working conditions and a bigger share of profits from an industry that has boomed during... 
 
Broadway's 'Thoughts of A Colored Man' explores diversity, power, of Black mens' voices 
The play explores the lives, pressures and passions of seven contemporary Black men who live in one 
Brooklyn neighborhood. 
 
Trial of Ahmaud Arbery's accused killers begins in Georgia 
The graphic video of the shooting sparked nationwide protests in 2020. 
 
FDA on the cusp of new booster shot authorizations 
The Food and Drug Administration is deliberating new booster shot authorization, after already 
approving a third Pfizer vaccine. 
 
The 'great resignation' is shaking up the world of work 
Record numbers of workers have been leaving their jobs over the past few months. 
 
Mosque attacks test Taliban's ability to maintain security 
Last Friday, a group of suicide bombers killed dozens of people at a Shiite mosque in southern 
Afghanistan. 
 
Residents of Benton Harbor, Michigan, face dangerously high levels of lead in tap water 
Residents are calling for further government action from state and federal officials to address this 
major public health issue. 
 
Chicago police in standoff with Mayor Lori Lightfoot over vaccine mandate 
The conflict started when Mayor Lori Lightfoot ordered all city workers, including police officers, to 
submit their vaccine status to the city. 
 
More states are allowing college athletes to profit off their name, image and likeness 
There's a fear that states that don't will become less competitive when it comes to recruiting. 
 
Gang responsible for the kidnapping of 17 missionaries in Haiti 
One missionary was Canadian, while the other 16 were American. 
 
Colin Powell dies of COVID-19 complications, remembered as great leader 
Colin Powell, the four-star general who became the nation's first Black secretary of state, played key 
roles in the first and second U.S. invasions of Iraq. 
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Tuesday, October 19, 2021 
Economist explains why 'Texas is the future of America' 
Steven Pedigo says the Lone Star state offers a glimpse into not only our economic future — but the 
political fault lines. 
 
Don't just watch: How bystanders can safely intervene in a violent situation 
An incident of sexual assault on a SEPTA train outside Philadelphia has brought attention to the role of 
bystanders when circumstances like these arise. 
 
Some health care workers in rural New York hospitals oppose COVID-19 vaccine 
Health care workers in New York are required to be vaccinated for COVID-19 or be fired under a state 
order. 
 
Beavers find refuge from wildfires in wet habitats 
Researchers are looking to beavers to learn about fire resistance. 
 
All-refugee cooking company shares culture and home through love of food 
Nearly six years ago, Manal Kahi realized that she couldn't find hummus "like her grandmother's" in 
New York — and that refugees were the perfect people to cook food from... 
 
Police and firefighter unions rebut Baltimore's COVID-19 vaccine mandate 
The policy requires all city workers get vaccinated or submit to regular testing. 
 
Workers in Washington face potential firing as vaccine mandate deadline arrives 
Washington Patrol announced that it's firing 127 individuals, and Washington State University fired its 
head football coach and four assistant coaches who hadn't been vaccinated. 
 
The tech industry's race problem is more than a leaky pipeline 
Tech companies struggle to diversify because their work environments are full of harassment and 
discrimination, Ina Fried of Axios reports. 
 
Author Elizabeth Strout explores marriage, memory and class in 'Oh William!' 
In the Pulitzer Prize-winning author's new book, readers follow protagonist Lucy Barton as she 
reconsiders all that she thought she knew about her ex-husband and their marriage. 
 
New report finds wealthiest 10% of Americans own majority of U.S. stocks 
The report from CNBC highlights the continued inequality in the stock market. 
 
Music, grief and human connection: St. Louis composer pens songs to remember those lost to COVID-
19 
His works debuted at a public memorial earlier this month in St. Louis, where families who lost loved 
ones to COVID-19 were present. 
 
Brookings report breaks down COVID-19 deaths in U.S. by gender 
A new report finds that 65,000 more men have died in the U.S. of COVID-19 than women. 
 
Ethiopia launches airstrikes on rebels in Tigray as famine-like conditions worsen 
The airstrikes in Tigray killed at least three civilians in an area ravaged by conflict and food scarcity. 
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Democrats divided on climate change policy meet with Biden 
Biden wants to prove to world leaders ahead of a major international summit on climate change that 
he's got the political capital to do something about the greenhouse gases that... 
 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
Space X launch sparks concerns 
Elon Musk's SpaceX operation is preparing to launch the largest rocket in the history of space flight. 
But residents and researchers in Texas have criticized the permitting process. 
 
Dr. Rachel Levine sworn in as country's first transgender four-star admiral 
Levine is now the highest-ranking official of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, a 
team of more than 6,000 officers who respond to public health crises like the pandemic. 
 
Distilling the pandemic into six words in 'A Terrible Horrible No Good Year' 
Teachers, students and parents share their experiences during the pandemic in this collection of essays 
and six-word memoirs. 
 
Stakes on climate policy are high ahead of Glasgow summit, reporters say 
Climate change reporters Justin Worland of Time and Zack Colman of Politico discuss the politics of 
climate change in Washington, D.C., ahead of Biden's trip to the COP26 summit in... 
 
Sen. Tina Smith talks climate change policy: 'All options are on the table' 
Sen. Tina Smith is a leading negotiator on the climate change policy provisions in the spending bill 
that Democrats hope to agree on by the end of the month. 
 
Executive privilege, explained 
The Constitution contains no mention of executive privilege, and it wasn't created until Dwight D. 
Eisenhower's presidency. 
 
Biden administration plans quick vaccine rollout for kids following authorization 
Children from ages 5 to 11 may soon be eligible for COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
Metro in Washington, D.C., sees extended delays following derailment, removal of over 700 rail cars 
The event is the latest setback to hit mass transit during the pandemic. 
 
Research suggests disparities decrease when Black women are screened for breast cancer earlier 
For years, Black women have died from breast cancer at higher rates and earlier in life than white 
women. 
 
Nestled between Yosemite's ancient sequoias is the hidden history of Chinese immigrants 
Their stories have remained largely unacknowledged for more than a century — until now. 
The pandemic's uneven economic toll on Black and Latino families 
More than 55% of Black and Latino households in the U.S. have reported serious financial problems. 
 
Harlem chef Russell Jackson on race, restaurants and pandemic recovery 
Chef Russell Jackson's restaurant Reverence managed to weather COVID-19 — but not without 
incurring "six-figure debt." 
 
Los Angeles vaccine mandate deadline for city workers could be extended 
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The majority of the people who were intending to file for exemptions are in the Los Angeles Police 
Department. 
 
Progressive Rep. Ro Khanna on cuts to Biden plan, including 2 years free community college 
Progressives in the Democratic Party have agreed to drop two years of free community college in the 
latest compromise to get President Biden's spending plan through. 
 
Thursday, October 21, 2021 
Boston Modern Orchestra Project honored for highlighting overlooked American composers 
The small Boston organization received a big honor this month at the Gramophone Classical Music 
Awards. 
 
Playwright Quiara Alegría Hudes writes about family and heritage in 'My Broken Language' 
In this deeply personal memoir, she chronicles growing up in Philadelphia with her vibrant Puerto 
Rican mother and abuela on whose steps she heard the stories that would inspire her... 
 
WeWork finally goes public 
But will the Japanese firm that acquired the troubled company ever recoup the billions it has lost? 
 
Step inside Climate Pledge Arena — which backers say is the world's greenest sports arena 
Most big sports arenas use lots of fossil fuel to heat and cool the space. 
 
Latina Equal Pay Day: Advocates say pandemic challenges help highlight need to close wage gaps 
Over the course of her career, a Latina woman on average earns about $1 million less than a white non-
Hispanic man. 
 
Plastic is the new coal, report finds 
In the next decade, plastic will emit more climate-changing greenhouse gases than coal-fired power 
plants, according to the report. 
 
Texas expected to respond to DOJ's application to block abortion ban 
The law — which bans abortions in Texas after six weeks — has reignited the political fight over 
reproductive rights. 
 
COVID skeptics fueled by misinformation drive public health officers out of jobs in Montana 
"To see this fraction of our community become so vocally hostile towards me and my family, to 
threaten my wife and my wife's business, it's really disappointing," says Nick Lawyer,... 
 
HBCU president says federal funding is part of 'a specific debt' the U.S. owes Black Americans 
Historically Black colleges and universities "should be funded as a justice issue," urges Kevin Cosby, 
president of Simmons College of Kentucky. 
 
U.K. coronavirus surge raises concerns about delta plus variant 
The delta plus variant has experts worried that it could make the coronavirus even more transmissible. 
 
Nurse on strike for 7 months says 'we cannot relent now' as pandemic depletes nursing field 
A new survey found 66% of nurses said they've considered leaving the profession given their 
pandemic experiences. 
 
New investigation reveals how police used force against children, some as young as 6 years old 
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For most of the kids, the trauma remains years after their encounter with the police. 
 
Senate Republicans block voting rights bill — again 
The Freedom to Vote Act would have made Election Day a national holiday and set national standards 
for early voting, among other things. 
 
Friday, October 22, 2021 
This New York school used their federal stimulus funding to focus on students' mental health 
Up to 80% of school-aged children are now struggling with a mental health challenge, says Education 
Secretary Miguel Cardona. 
 
As demand blooms, it’s slim pickings for the flower industry 
Like many industries, the flower market is also facing a shortage. 
 
Netflix sounds triumphant note amid Dave Chappelle comedy special controversy 
The streaming giant gained subscribers following the wild success of its original show "Squid Game." 
 
Trump takes advantage of SPACs to fund social media plans 
The former president is using a SPAC, a trendy Wall Street vehicle, to finance his social media 
company. 
 
The internet never forgets: The digital footprint of trauma 
Sometimes the internet's long-lasting memory is a wonderful thing. But when traumatic moments 
happen, Big Tech algorithms remember them all the same. 
 
How one South African pharmaceutical startup is reverse engineering Moderna's COVID-19 vaccine 
Moderna won't share the process behind its mRNA vaccines. Afrigen Biologics and Vaccines is 
working to crack the code. 
 
The fate of women's rights in Afghanistan: Their lives 'ended overnight' when Taliban took over 
The education and jobs Afghan women and girls have fought for for years has "pretty much all 
vanished," says Heather Barr of Human Rights Watch. 
 
Biden says he'll 'get a deal' on spending bill 
President Biden stepped up his involvement this week in spending bill negotiations. 
 
What the return of La Niña means for drought in the West 
La Niña is a weather phenomenon where the surface of the Pacific Ocean reaches lower than average 
temperatures. 
 
How COVID-19 and an eviction nearly unraveled one family 
Shuntera Brown, a single mother from Phoenix, was evicted from her home in July after she contracted 
COVID-19 and was unable to work. 
 
Arms race lies behind claims of China's hypersonic missile test 
China has reportedly tested a new hypersonic weapon capable of hitting the U.S. 
 
Alec Baldwin discharged prop gun on set, killing crew member and wounding director 
Halyna Hutchins, the director of photography, is dead and director Joel Souza is receiving care for an 
injury. 
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Methane is a major contributor to climate change behind CO2 — but it's been largely overlooked 
Methane, a greenhouse gas, is more potent than carbon dioxide. 
 
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson booster shots have been approved. Here's what you need to know 
As early as Saturday, 99 million Americans will be able to get third doses. 
 
Monday, October 25, 2021 
'Very disturbing and unsettling': School board meeting protest in California gets out of control 
A group called "Let Them Breathe" has organized more than 90 protests at California school board 
meetings, including one where the protestors voted themselves in as the new school board. 
 
To his very bones, Noodle is a TikTok phenomenon 
Every day, Noodle is lifted from his bed, and whether he stands up or flops down will determine what 
the day is going to look like. 
 
Art show along a river bend takes a page from 19th-century artist Thomas Cole 
Works of art were hung from trees, floated on water or partially submerged. 
 
Housing market proves difficult to navigate for first-time home buyers 
Home prices are up 13.3% from a year ago. In September, median home prices for existing homes 
climbed to $352,800. 
 
What humorist David Sedaris thinks is 'The Best of Me' 
"The Best of Me" is now out in paperback. 
 
New details emerge in on-set fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins 
The shooting has raised questions about safety protocols and procedures on the set — like why the gun 
was declared "cold" or free of ammunition. 
 
Sudanese take to the streets to protest military coup 
Pro-democracy protests are erupting throughout Sudan after the Sudanese military staged a coup in 
Khartoum. 
 
Landlords deal with nightmare tenants during pandemic 
The landlords can't get help from a federal program because they need renters to cooperate. 
 
Mysterious labor shortage persists despite booming U.S. economy 
America's GDP is larger than it was before the pandemic, but there are still about 7 million people who 
aren't working right now. 
 
Electric vehicle manufacturers reach out to diverse audiences 
Some say the EV revolution has focused on more affluent, white buyers, and threatens to leave behind 
people of color. 
 
Brazil's Senate accuses President Bolsonaro of crimes against humanity 
A Bolsonaro-appointed judge is likely to block the charges. 
 
Voters in Austin, Texas, to decide on future of police funding in the city 
Prop A is a political response to earlier cuts to the police budget that is now drawing national attention. 
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How China spreads misinformation around the world 
Chinese amplified a rumor that COVID-19 originated in the United States at Fort Detrick, a U.S. Army 
research facility in Maryland. 
 
'The Facebook Papers': A critical look at the company's response ahead of the insurrection 
There are more damaging revelations swirling about Facebook as new reporting has come to light 
based on information from whistleblower Frances Haugen. 
 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 
When author Carmen Mola won Spain's largest literary prize, readers learned her true identities 
Turns out Mola is not a woman but rather three men. 
 
Tiny Branson, Colorado, football team gets a field of dreams 
For years, one high school football team in the tiny town of Branson, Colorado, has endured a desolate 
field. 
 
Atmospheric river in Northern California brings record-breaking rainfall 
Sacramento got a record-breaking 5 inches of rain on a single day on Sunday. This comes following 
212 consecutive days without rain, another record. 
 
Canadian rapper Shad on spirituality, profanity and the right for Black people to be average 
"Black Averageness" is one of the singles off of Shad's latest album, "Tao." 
 
Tesla becomes 1st automaker to hit $1 trillion market value 
Tesla will now join other U.S.-based companies in the $1 trillion club, like Apple and Microsoft. 
 
Search continues in Haiti for 17 missionaries 
The missionaries were captured by a notorious gang. The ransom is $1 million per person. 
 
TikTok, Snapchat, YouTube get grilled at Senate hearing over kids' safety 
A Senate committee convened them to hear about how young people experience the platforms and 
whether laws need to change to protect the apps' youngest users. 
 
A 'right to repair' movement is underway in the U.S. 
Legislation to make it easier to repair your smartphone or washing machine — instead of replacing it 
— is now pending in 27 states. 
 
A Chinese jet has caught the eye of Boeing and Airbus, but analysts say it's built on espionage 
Analysts say the plane is another example of China's industrial espionage. 
 
Houston Astros and Atlanta Braves face off in Game 1 of World Series 
The National League’s Atlanta Braves knocked off the Los Angeles Dodgers to get to the 117th World 
Series. 
 
Open, honest conversations between Barack Obama and Bruce Springsteen fill the pages of 
'Renegades' 
The former president and musician talked with All Things Considered host Audie Cornish about their 
new book. 
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Students press Howard University for more representation, better housing 
Better housing and tuition increases are among the issues sparking student protests at Howard 
University. Students have been occupying the Blackburn University Center for almost two weeks. 
 
Why Biden's challenges with the Senate are nothing new 
Historian Julian Zelizer says the president's challenges are bigger than the antics of two defiant 
senators. 
 
FDA begins process that could authorize Pfizer vaccine for 5-11 year olds 
Full authorization could come by the end of the week. 
 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 
'Joblessville, USA' no more: Business is booming in Elkhart, Indiana 
Elkhart, Indiana, is the self-proclaimed "RV capital of the world." 
 
Historic drops in college enrollment since pandemic began continue this fall 
Preliminary data shows a decline of 3.2% in undergraduate enrollment this fall. 
 
Disarming domestic abusers: An investigation into how U.S. gun laws fail survivors 
Americans convicted of domestic violence crimes are not allowed to own or possess guns. But this law 
is not universally enforced in many states. 
 
Santa Fe Police release more details on 'Rust' set shooting incident 
Attorney Gloria Allred's firm is doing its own independent investigation of the incident. 
 
Democrats scramble to agree on spending before Biden's 2nd overseas trip 
There's still a lot of arm-twisting going on in Congress to finalize Biden's social spending plan. 
 
Pediatrician answers FAQs on Pfizer vaccine for kids ages 5 to 11 
Dr. Kristin Moffitt of Boston Children's Hospital answers parents' burning questions and concerns 
about the vaccine. 
 
FDA advisory panel votes to recommend Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to children 5 to 11 
The White House has already purchased enough doses to vaccinate 28 million kids in this age group. 
 
Pumpkin recipes to spice up spooky season  
Pumpkin can be used for so much more than pie. Sweet and savory, pumpkin and winter squash can be 
used to make soups, stews, risotto, bread, cookies, cakes and more. 
 
Senate Democrats propose billionaire tax plan to help pay for social spending bill 
The proposal includes a 15% minimum corporate tax on large corporations that declare more than $1 
billion in profit. 
 
Rolling Stone report links Congress, White House to Jan. 6 protest organizers 
The report is based on the allegations from two of the rally's organizers, who are also communicating 
with House investigators. 
 
What to expect from the COP26 climate change conference 
COP26 is a pivotal moment in the struggle against climate change. The conference starts next week in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 
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American Airlines announces changes to frequent flyer program; D.C. brings back older rail cars 
The company invented the first frequent-flyer program 40 years ago. 
 
'A Shot To Save the World' chronicles the race for a COVID-19 vaccine 
This time last year, there was no coronavirus vaccine. 
 
Massachusetts is an outlier when it comes to civil forfeiture laws 
Many states have eased their civil forfeiture laws. But in Massachusetts, prosecutors are able to keep 
seized assets using a lower legal bar than in any other state. 
 
Thursday, October 28, 2021 
NASA consideres interstellar mission that could last 100 years 
Designing a mission that could last longer than 50 years presents unusual challenges that have nothing 
to do with technology. 
 
How gifted and talented programs leave low-income, Black students behind 
Several parent organizations are pushing back against efforts to do away with gifted and talented 
programs. 
 
Economic growth rate slowed down last quarter 
The economy grew at an annual rate of 2% from July to September, significantly less than expected. 
 
What 'The Facebook Papers' say about the company 
The documents suggest the company put growth and profits ahead of users' well-being. 
 
Biden meets with House Democrats over social spending plan ahead of 2nd foreign trip 
Before he leaves the country, the president is also expected to make economic remarks from the White 
House. 
 
Fox anchor Neil Cavuto faces harassment, wishes for death, over endorsement of COVID-19 vaccines 
Cavuto was on-air again this week after battling a breakthrough COVID-19 infection. He opened up 
about the harassment he's received since advocating for COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
'Hellish repetition' makes the 19th-century opera 'Orpheus In The Underworld' fun — and scary 
Here's why the 19th-century French comic opera and its famous can-can music is perfect music for 
Halloween 2021. 
 
Scientists say they've found evidence of exactly when and where Vikings lived in North America 
According to their findings, Vikings sailed to Newfoundland about 1,000 years ago. 
 
Big oil holds 'fate of the planet in their hands': A look at the industry's disinformation campaign 
Congress is hosting a hearing with big oil CEOs for the first time about whether they mislead the 
public about climate change to delay action. 
 
U.S. General says China's hypersonic missile test is 'close' to a Sputnik moment 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark Milley called China's test a "very concerning" 
development. 
 
Access to birth control, affordable health care is hard to come by as Texas curbs abortion rights 
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On Nov. 1, the U.S. Supreme Court will hear challenges to Texas' new law banning abortions after six 
weeks of pregnancy. 
 
Paid family leave dropped from spending bill entirely 
The U.S. is the only developed country that does not offer national paid family leave. 
 
Friday, October 29, 2021 
'Lightyear' movie sheds light on streaming strategy for prequels 
Widely panned online, "Lightyear" still demonstrates how streaming companies are capitalizing on 
their intellectual property. 
 
Happy retirement: Wishing the best to senior editor Chris Ballman 
For years, Ballman has shaped some of your favorite stories or shepherded others to the air. 
 
Get spooked by these scary stories recommended by NPR Books' Petra Mayer 
It's that time of year when a lot of us are looking for a thrill — a good scary story just in time for 
Halloween. Here are five ghastly recommendations.... 
 
Shock-absorbing mask protects baseball players from getting nailed in the face 
With 100 mile-per-hour fastballs hurtling through the air, you might not always be thinking about how 
it feels to take one of those to the face. 
 
Coordinated hate campaign against Meghan Markle stems from small set of users, new report finds 
Online hate the Duchess has faced was part of a targeted and coordinated campaign originating from 
just 83 Twitter accounts. 
 
Cuba accuses U.S. of financing, directing Cubans to join in upcoming protests 
Activists in Cuba are planning a nationwide protest set for Nov. 15. It will mark the second time this 
year that Cubans are standing up against the Communist government. 
 
Biden embarks on Europe trip as domestic agenda hangs in balance 
Biden is taking the high-risk strategy of announcing a deal on domestic social spending though not all 
Democrats were ready to vote for it. 
 
Take a look inside the demon cave home to Halloween's ancient Celtic origins 
Rathcroghan was the center of an ancient society in present-day Ireland. 
 
The COP26 climate change conference, explained 
This year's COP is the first major climate summit since a scathing UN-backed report earlier this year 
detailed a decade-long window of action to avoid the worst consequences of climate... 
 
Atlanta Braves host World Series game under a cloud of controversy 
The will game likely spark greater debate about the team's name and fans' tomahawk chop, which 
some Native Americans consider offensive. 
 
Ancestry offers a missing link for Black families with the release of Freedmen's Bureau records 
Ancestry consultant Nicka Sewell-Smith talks about the new collection and finding her own family's 
origin. 
 
How Meta plans to invest $10 billion in technology 



C:\Users\Karl\Desktop\Q4 FCC Report - 2021.doc 
 

42 of 102 

Meta, the newly-named parent company of Facebook, is investing $10 billion in technologies to 
develop the metaverse this year alone. 
 
President Biden meets Pope Francis 
The meeting comes at a time when the deep polarization in America can also be found in the Catholic 
church. 
 
 
November 2021 
 
Monday, November 1, 2021 
Starbucks workers in Buffalo land union vote 
Should the votes turn in favor of a union, it would be Starbucks' first union in the country. 
 
Anthony Flint got Guillain-Barré syndrome after COVID-19 shot and still says 'get vaccinated' 
Health experts conclude that the risks of not getting vaccinated are much higher than coming down 
with Guillain-Barré syndrome. 
 
Trial begins for Kyle Rittenhouse, who shot and killed 2 protesters in Kenosha 
Jury selection begins in the trial of Kyle Rittenhouse. He killed two men and wounded another at a 
protest in Kenosha, Wisconsin, following last year's police shooting of Jacob Blake... 
 
Virginia voters weigh in on a neck-and-neck governor's race 
The race between Democrat Terry McAuliffe and Republican Glenn Youngkin comes to an end on 
Tuesday, Nov. 2. 
 
Supreme Court hears challenges to Texas abortion law 
The measure bans abortion after six weeks of pregnancy or when doctors can detect a fetal heartbeat. 
 
Biden addresses world leaders at COP26 climate change conference 
Leaders from more than 120 countries are present for COP26. 
 
Why some people experience a 'hot streak' in their careers 
The Atlantic's Derek Thompson explores why some people hit certain milestones early — and others 
never do. 
 
With $1 billion disasters rising in the U.S., FEMA administrator weighs in on climate change 
The increasing cost and destructiveness of natural disasters pose a growing risk to FEMA as budgets 
and staffing are stretched thin. 
 
Trump's false election claims at center of Virginia tight governor's race 
Trump's false claims are fueling a surge in so-called poll watchers and heightening fears of voter 
intimidation in coming elections. 
 
Atlanta mayor's race comes at crossroads for city that sees itself as South's 'Black Mecca' 
The 14-candidate race will determine who succeeds Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms. 
 
Nkeki Obi-Melekwe delivers power, grace in her portrayal of Tina Turner on Broadway 
The 25-year-old powerhouse actor rises to the spotlight in the story of Turner's abusive marriage to Ike 
Turner, her decline and then rise to stardom after leaving him. 
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Climate envoy from the Marshall Islands on hopes, fears at COP26 
A World Bank report shows that if ocean levels rise a meter — expected by 2100, in some models — 
entire islands in the Marshall Islands chain would disappear. 
 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 
Melting tundra raises climate scientists' concerns 
More than 4 million square miles of carbon-rich frozen soil in and around the Arctic has been frozen 
for hundreds, maybe thousands, of years. But in some places, it's beginning... 
 
World Series Game 6: Braves try to clinch series, Astros attempt to rally 
If the Atlanta Braves win Tuesday night, they become the champions. If the Houston Astros win, they 
will force a Game 7. 
 
What G20's endorsement of a global minimum tax means for large corporations 
Leaders of the world's biggest economies set a 15% minimum rate for companies with annual revenue 
above $865 million. 
 
All eyes on Australia's coal industry at COP26 
Calls are mounting for Australia to wind down global fossil fuel exports.  
 
Bob Dylan songs, moving performances bring 'Girl from the North Country' viewers to Great 
Depression 
"Girl from the North Country" showcases music in a way rarely seen on Broadway, expressing 
emotion — passion, despair, yearning — but not advancing the plot through lyrics. 
 
Only 34 NYPD officers are on unpaid leave after vaccine deadline passes 
The vaccination deadline in New York City ended Monday. 
 
Judge blocks Chicago's end-of-year vaccine deadline for police officers 
Chicago police officers refusing to comply with the city's COVID-19 vaccine mandate have won a 
temporary victory in court. 
 
Virginians decide their next governor in the last day of a tight race 
The race is a dead heat between Republican Glenn Youngkin and Democrat Terry McAuliffe. 
 
Big Oil's role in the offshore wind market 
Energy experts say oil and gas companies are well suited to build and run offshore wind farms but 
some environmentalists mistrust the companies' motives. 
 
Climate change scientists want you to visualize your house under water 
A new website can make climate change exist right on your doorstep virtually. 
 
Chicagoans mourn and remember lost loved ones on the Day of the Dead 
The holiday has taken on a new meaning as the list of those who've died of COVID-19 continues to 
grow. 
 
Soulmate or scammer?: Fraud from romance scams hits record numbers during pandemic 
Every year millions of people sign up for online dating sites hoping to find a meaningful connection. 
But for some, the person on the other end is a scammer. 
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Storm damage to Acadia National Park reveals growing effects of climate change 
The park service is trying to decide whether it makes sense to repair it as climate change brings more 
severe storms to the park. 
 
Many Republicans still believe the election was rigged, new poll finds 
The poll also showed an education gap, with Republicans with college degrees more trusting of 
elections than those without. 
 
Biden pledges to retore cuts in U.S. methane emissions 
The president said the U.S. would cut methane emissions from pipelines and farms by 30% by 2030. 
 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021 
Rise of biodiesel leads to jump in cooking oil prices, skyrocketing demand for soybeans 
Big oil companies are converting refineries to make "renewable diesel" from soybean oil or beef 
tallow. 
 
Author Celeste Headlee explains 'Why Everybody Needs to Talk About Racism' in new book 
Celeste Headlee shares tips for starting important conversations about race. 
 
Switzerland brings down hammer on FIFA's former president 
Former longtime FIFA president Sepp Blatter has largely escaped direct implications of corruption, 
while associates landed in jail and U.S. federal courtrooms — until now. 
 
Election roundup: A look at candidates, ballot questions in Minneapolis, Boston and Buffalo 
Minneapolis rejected a ballot question on police reform. Boston elected Michelle Wu as the city's first 
woman and the first Asian American mayor. And write-in mayoral candidate Byron Brown has... 
 
Facebook will stop facial recognition, delete data on a billion users, but future use is possible 
The company will shut down its facial recognition program for photo tagging but hasn't ruled out the 
technology completely. 
 
Republican election surge changes political calculus nationwide 
Virginia elected a Republican governor on Tuesday night, one year after its voters went for President 
Biden by 10 points. 
 
Senate Democrats reach agreement to lower prescription drug prices 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said that the deal was one of the few remaining provisions that 
needed to be hammered out in Biden’s social safety net spending plan. 
 
Why Yahoo and other technology companies are leaving China 
The company pointed to an increasingly challenging business and legal environment in China. 
 
Holiday travelers concerned as American Airlines cancels more flights 
American Airlines has canceled more flights Monday, bringing the total to more than 2,200 canceled 
flights since Friday. 
 
Climate change reporters share the challenges of covering Argentina, South Africa, the Philippines 
Journalists around the world continue to face challenges translating the science and urgency of climate 
change. 
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CDC recommends Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for 5 to 11-year-old kids 
President Biden says the government has purchased enough low-dose shots for every child in America. 
 
Virginia elects Republican Glenn Youngkin for governor 
Youngkin beat Democrat and former Gov. Terry McAuliffe. 
 
Thursday, November 4, 2021 
Kansas substitute teacher shortage made worse by pandemic 
There were already chronic staffing shortages pre-pandemic, as teachers are leaving the profession and 
fewer young people are filling the gaps. 
 
Biden's success in cracking down on methane emissions will depend on new technology 
Methane, a climate-warming gas, often escapes from wells and pipelines. 
 
Lebanon's The Daily Star newspaper shuts down 
The long-running Lebanese English-language newspaper has shut down after struggling financially for 
years. 
 
Iran hostages still seeking restitution more than 40 years after crisis 
All this time later, Washington's pledge to compensate the hostages and their families hasn't yet been 
fulfilled. 
 
New York cab drivers end hunger strike 
The average debt for cabbies is $500,000, and now the city has reached an agreement with the largest 
holder of taxi medallions to lower that to at-most $170,000. 
 
Dearborn, Michigan's first Arab American mayor says his win is 'humbling' 
The city has the largest community of Arab Americans in the U.S. 
 
2 California condor chicks hatch from unfertilized eggs, fascinating scientists 
These endangered birds were nearly extinct in 1983. Since then, biologists have carefully bred condors 
in captivity, keeping track of who fathered whom. 
 
For these kids, school includes English, math and taking care of pigs and chickens 
Some schools in the Midwest want students to understand farm life and know where their food comes 
from. 
 
Kenyan climate activist Elizabeth Wathuti joins youth voices at COP26 
The 26-year-old climate activist from Kenya founded the Green Generation Initiative, a group that 
helps young people become environmentally conscious through growing trees. 
 
More than 40 countries agree to phase out coal. The U.S. isn't among them 
More than 40 countries have signed on to a deal to phase out coal-fired power by 2050. Critics say the 
plan doesn't go far enough. 
 
The jury has been set for the murder trial of Ahmaud Arbery. Only one of them is Black 
Three white men are accused of killing Ahmaud Arbery in 2020 as he jogged through a residential 
neighborhood in Georgia. 
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Sweet or savory? Both, according to 'Baking With Dorie,' acclaimed baker's creative new cookbook 
Dorie Greenspan shares new recipes for savory and sweet bakes such as a coconut milk chocolate 
cake, a double-decker salted caramel cake, scones pudding and maple bacon chocolate chip cookies. 
 
Biden administration releases new COVID-19 vaccination rules for American workers 
Private companies with at least 100 employees will have to require workers to be fully vaccinated by 
Jan. 4 or take a weekly COVID-19 test. 
 
Friday, November 5, 2021 
Remembering jazz guitarist and composer Pat Martino 
Martino died earlier this week at 77. 
 
How insurance is protecting a coral reef from climate impacts in Mexico  
Climate change is forcing the insurance industry to adapt and come up with new products. 
 
Pfizer says antiviral COVID-19 pill is highly effective, asks for emergency authorization 
Pfizer says its antiviral COVID-19 pill lowers the risk of hospitalization and death by 89%, more than 
Merck's antiviral pill announced last month. 
 
Deep dive into the NRA reveals corruption, in-fighting, decline under reign of Wayne Lapierre 
The book takes a look into the three-decade-long reign of Wayne Lapierre. 
 
Political takeaway of the week: Bruised Democrats seek to regroup 
House Democrats met late into the night on Thursday and say they're finally going to pass a $1.85 
trillion social spending bill, which now includes work permits for some immigrants. 
 
Road signs in Idaho are being changed to include Native American voices 
These signs, dating back to the 1950s, have largely only told history from a European settler 
perspective. These changes are underway in other Western states as well. 
 
Colin Powell's unknown legacy 
The life of former secretary of state and diplomat Colin Powell will be remembered Friday. Powell, a 
four-star general, died of COVID-19 complications. 
 
The explosion of cryptocurrency could cause problems in Congress 
As the popularity of cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin explode, the Biden administration is laying the 
groundwork for heavier regulation, and that could spark a big fight in Congress. 
 
Novelists illustrate the climate futures that could await us 
Authors Kim Stanley Robinson and Omar el-Akkad discuss the responsibility fiction writers have to 
address the climate crisis. 
 
October job numbers signal economic recovery, but concerns around inflation remain 
The Federal Reserve says it's not too worried about inflation. But what about the reality consumers are 
experiencing? 
 
Miami Mayor Francis Suarez on what he hopes to see at COP26 
Miami's mayor Francis Suarez is leading a delegation of U.S. mayors at the U.N. climate change 
conference. 
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Monday, November 8, 2021 
A new, more decentralized way of work 
The way we work has been upended by the pandemic. Some have found a new, more decentralized 
way of working called a DAO. 
 
What's net-zero — and why do we have until 2050 to get there? Climate change questions, answered 
As the international climate summit in Glasgow heads into its final week, speeches and headlines are 
full of buzzwords like net-zero and carbon budget. 
 
Companies struggle to hire for the holiday season 
Many are offering bonuses and incentives to seasonal employees. 
 
For writer-director Rebecca Hall, 'Passing' was a deeply personal project 
The film is an adaptation of the story from the 1929 novel by Nella Larsen. 
 
Seniors face a multitude of choices during Medicare open enrollment 
Julie Rovner of Kaiser Health News provides a roadmap for seniors on making changes to their 
Medicaid coverage. 
 
Questions remain about planning and crowd control after Friday's deadly concert in Houston 
The Astroworld Festival left 8 people dead and dozens of others injured. 
 
Why Democrats are losing the 'vibes war' 
The poor showing for the Democrats in last week's state and local elections appear to point to the 
reason why. 
 
Black and Brown communities aren't getting enough sleep compared to white people, report reveals 
These communities routinely get less sleep than white people, take longer to fall asleep, and are 
spending less time in deep sleep. This is all leading to a number of... 
 
Trial of Kyle Rittenhouse enters second week 
Opening statements began last Tuesday in the trial of Rittenhouse , who faces multiple charges for 
killing two men during last summer's protests in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
 
Could turning carbon dioxide into rock help solve the climate crisis? 
Scientists in Iceland are using a new technology to capture carbon emissions and inject them into 
basalt deposits. 
 
Obama appeals for global cooperation at climate summit 
Former President Barack Obama says climate change is an issue that should transcend politics and that 
America is re-engaging with the world on solutions. 
 
Aftermath of Houston's Astroworld Festival leaves 8 people dead 
Crowds rushed to the stage while rapper Travis Scott was performing. Days later, many questions 
remain unanswered. 
 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 
China's leaders may decide to allow Xi Jinping to stay in power 
To extend his rule, leaders are poised to pass a resolution that will offer a fresh interpretation of the 
Chinese Communist Party's history of the past century. 
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In Tennessee, special viewfinders open up a new world to people with colorblindness 
The fall colors have been beautiful this year — but the changing leaves don't do much for many people 
with color blindness. New viewfinders at parks in Tennessee aim to... 
 
NBA investigates allegations of racism against Phoenix Suns owner Robert Sarver 
In an ESPN report released last week by reporter Baxter Holmes, Phoenix Suns owner Robert Sarver is 
accused of racism and misogyny by 70 former and current employees. 
 
GE to break up into 3 public companies 
The companies will focus on aviation, health care and energy. 
 
Journalist Porter Fox goes to the coldest places on Earth to explore climate change 
"The Last Winter" documents retreating snow and ice around the planet. 
 
Louisiana 'focused on delivering projects' with infrastructure money, transportation secretary says 
Louisiana Transportation and Development Secretary Shawn Wilson explains how the state hopes to 
spend more than $7 billion dollars in federal infrastructure money from a bill passed in Congress last... 
 
Questions about the COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5 to 11, answered 
Infectious disease specialist Dr. Monica Gandhi talks about the rollout and why some parents are 
taking a wait-and-see approach. 
 
What's ahead for businesses, restaurants as second pandemic winter approaches 
Restaurants face a whole new set of challenges. 
 
 ‘Climate denial’ to ‘climate delay’: Rupert Murdoch's News Corp pivots media narrative in Australia 
The media tycoon seems to be rethinking his strategy on climate change. 
 
How the Belfast method became a 'musical chairs on a worldwide level' 
A group of professional media and theater producers has developed a technique that enables people 
from all over the world to serve on the same video production crew. 
 
Author Louise Erdrich's 'The Sentence' follows a haunting during a momentous year 
Louise Erdrich writes about a haunting at a Native American bookstore in Minneapolis in 2020. 
 
A look at Biden's infrastructure bill, reelection chances through historical lens 
Historian Julian Zelizer explains how the president is echoing his predecessors with his infrastructure 
bill. 
 
Ex-Trump officials subpoenaed in Jan. 6 insurrection investigation 
Former national security adviser Michael Flynn is among those who were issued a subpoena for 
records and testimony before the congressional panel. 
 
Wednesday, November 10, 2021 
Phoenix — the hottest big city in the U.S. — hires first-ever heat mitigation officer 
David Hondula will be charged with lowering urban temperatures to avoid heat-related deaths, which 
have soared to new records in recent years. 
 
3 recipes that will make you fall in love with apples this season 
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There are more than 2,500 varieties of apples grown in the U.S., not to mention the countless number 
of heirlooms — or antique apples — that grow in smaller numbers... 
 
Kyle Rittenhouse breaks down while giving testimony at homicide trial 
Rittenhouse took the stand Wednesday and is accused of killing two people last year in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin.  
 
How different states plan to spend infrastructure money 
Congress passed more than than $7 billion in federal infrastructure money last week. 
 
You're not uncool. Making friends as an adult is just hard 
Forming new friendships as an adult can seem like an impossible feat. Psychologist Marisa G. Franco 
shares her top tips for making genuine connections. 
 
U.K.'s HPV vaccine cuts cases of cervical cancer by nearly 90%, study shows 
Cervical cancer is the fourth most common cancer in women around the world. 
 
'Belfast' director Kenneth Branagh mines childhood memories in new film 
"Belfast" is loosely based on Kenneth Branagh's childhood in Northern Ireland during the late 1960s. 
 
Hand signal popularized on TikTok saves missing North Carolina teen 
The missing girl was gesturing through a car window as she was being driven through Ohio against her 
will. A passing motorist noticed the hand sign and called 911. 
 
Glaciers, disappearing at alarming rate, prove no match for global warming 
Citizens from around the world have converged on COP26 to beg for leaders to save glaciers. 
 
Automakers, airlines and governments make new pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
Major U.S. airlines made new commitments to shift to sustainable aviation fuel at the COP26 summit. 
 
Judge blocks Trump effort to withhold documents from Jan. 6 investigation 
Trump's lawyers had argued executive privilege allowed them to conceal those documents. 
 
Thursday, November 11, 2021 
This is composer Tom Kitt's moment 
Tom Kitt is not new to the scene: He's got both a Pulitzer Prize and a Tony award under his belt. Still, 
he's never been a household name. 
 
The history behind the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is dedicated to the deceased U.S. service members whose remains 
have not been identified. 
 
A look at theater chain AMC’s financial roller coaster ride 
The CEO of AMC is selling more than $50 million of his shares in the company. 
 
Forced relocation of Native Americans has made them more vulnerable to climate change, study finds 
A study shows how forced relocation of Native Americans in the U.S. has moved them to lands more 
susceptible to climate change. 
 
$626 million settlement in Flint water crisis receives final approval 
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On Wednesday, a federal judge approved a massive settlement of civil claims connected to the Flint 
water crisis. 
 
COP26 falls short of the aggressive action needed to halt climate disaster 
Experts say nations will need to keep pushing for more aggressive, concrete plans soon. 
 
COVID-19 infections rise in Germany 
There are more than 4 million confirmed cases in the country. 
 
For one Pennsylvania farmer, cutting methane emissions helps business 
Dairy farmer Brett Reinford first installed methane digesters on his family farm 13 years ago. 
 
Parents of children with disabilities 'relieved' after judge throws out Texas mask mandate ban 
Gov. Greg Abbott rolled out his executive order months ago to ban masking rules because he believes 
such measures to protect against COVID-19 should be left up to personal responsibility. 
 
'Hive' details one woman's drive to survive after her husband disappears in Kosovo War 
The Albanian-language film is based on a true story. 
 
How one former marine who served in Afghanistan feels this Veterans Day 
The Taliban are in power once again — right where the U.S.-led invasion of Afghainstan began 20 
years ago. 
 
After emotional testimony, Kyle Rittenhouse's defense plans to call more witnesses 
Rittenhouse testified on Wednesday that he acted in self-defense when he killed two people and 
wounded another last year in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
 
Friday, November 12, 2021 
New TV shows take a fresh look at young, Black athletes 
One show is directly based on Colin Kaepernick's life, the other more loosely inspired by Kevin 
Durant's. 
 
Conflict between Ethiopian government and Tigray rebels shows no sign of stopping 
The Ethiopian government's conflict with the Tigray People's Liberation Front has accelerated in 
recent days, with the government declaring a state of emergency. 
 
Frequency of wildfires in Alaska concerns scientists 
There's evidence that the frequency and intensity of burning in that state have increased in recent 
decades. 
 
Johnson & Johnson, Toshiba set to follow GE's lead by splitting into smaller companies 
Johnson & Johnson says it will split into two companies — one for consumer products and the other 
for pharmaceutical drugs. 
 
Flood control lessons from the Dutch as we enter a wetter future 
Like many parts of the world, the Netherlands experienced heavy rainfall this year. But unlike its 
neighboring countries, it averted disastrous floods. 
 
Week in politics: Biden battles inflation fears 
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The rising cost of food, home heating and gas is the subject of a Cabinet meeting that President Biden 
holds in the White House on Friday. 
 
Chicago Bulls great Scottie Pippen tells his story in new memoir 'Unguarded' 
Playing alongside superstar Michael Jordan, Pippen reveals he felt he was underpaid, underrated and 
overlooked. 
 
'Our people are watching': Barbados PM's warning about climate change among memorable COP26 
speeches 
Activists and world leaders have taken the opportunity over the past two weeks to deliver powerful 
speeches about the future of the planet. 
 
Bridging faith and science in the existential struggle against climate change 
Katharine Hayhoe, chief scientist for the Nature Conservancy and a devout Christian, shares how she 
bridges the divide. 
 
Judge to decide fate of Britney Spears' conservatorship at Friday hearing 
The pop-star says she wants the conservatorship gone after a 13-year legal saga. 
 
Chinese border town residents take to social media during repeated lockdowns 
A Chinese town on the border with Myanmar is at the center of a fiery debate online about who must 
shoulder the costs of China’s strict COVID-19 policies. 
 
Cleveland's first millennial mayor lays out his vision for police reform 
Justin Bibb, 34, won his race the same day voters amended the city charter to strengthen civilian 
oversight of the Cleveland Police Department. 
 
Kamala Harris wraps up trip to Paris 
The vice president's visit has included a visit to a COVID-19 lab and a bilateral meeting with French 
President Emmanuel Macron. 
 
Monday, November 15, 2021 
What to expect during Thanksgiving travel this year 
Thanksgiving this year could see the return of many Americans traveling to be with their families after 
being apart during the pandemic. 
 
Glowing gophers: Scientists puzzled at what causes the rodents to light up under blacklight 
Flying squirrels, wombats and platypuses all glow under UV lights. Now, scientists can add pocket 
gophers to the list. 
 
Minnesota will use infrastructure money to tackle bridge repair, climate change and more 
Minnesota's transportation commissioner discusses projects that will be fast-tracked in the state 
because of a $6.8 billion infusion of federal infrastructure money.  
 
Latest child tax credit payment arrives Monday, but future of the program remains uncertain 
There is only one more payment left before the future of the program is thrown into question. 
 
Major General Gregg Martin speaks on mental health, the military and living with bipolar disorder 
Major General Gregg Martin discusses his experience living with bipolar disorder and the importance 
of stopping the stigma. 
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Humanitarian crisis grows at Belarus-Poland border 
Thousands of migrants are struggling in the frigid cold without food or heat. 
 
Colorado hospitals filled to the brink with COVID-19 patients 
In response to surging cases, Gov. Jared Polis signed an executive order allowing any resident 18 and 
older access to a booster shot. 
 
White House officials blame rising inflation on the pandemic — but how long will it last? 
As consumer prices have risen over the past year, economists keep saying that high inflation is only 
transitory. 
 
Remembering fabled book yeller Petra Mayer 
NPR Books editor Petra Mayer died unexpectedly on Saturday. Her fun, love and joy lit up her Here & 
Now conversations. 
 
American journalist Danny Fenster freed from prison in Myanmar 
A former U.S. ambassador helped negotiate Fenster's surprise release. 
 
Jury to hear closing arguments in homicide trial of Kyle Rittenhouse 
The 18-year-old claims self-defense in the killing of two men during a protest. 
 
'Black Food' gives a taste of the African Diaspora through food, essays, art and music 
Chef Bryant Terry is in the business of preserving Black American recipes and the stories behind them. 
 
COP26 ends with some compromises but mostly disappointments 
There were agreements on curbing emissions as well as a blanket call to draw down fossil fuel use. 
 
Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping hold 1st formal summit  
The two presidents had a couple of phone conversations since Biden became president, but this will be 
their first formal meeting. 
 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
How the Spanish vaquero gave way to the American cowboy 
The Spanish and Mexican vaqueros taught American cattle workers how to manage livestock. 
 
After COP26, Washington Post investigation finds flawed climate data 
COP26 ended recently without any binding agreements on the cutting of carbon emissions. But a new 
report by The Washington Post argues that we might be further than ever from... 
 
Ohio attorney general sues Meta over claims of misleading public, harming children 
Facebook is busy building a virtual reality "metaverse" — but it's still facing legal challenges here in 
real life. 
 
NBA great Dwyane Wade wraps up his career visually with new photographic memoir 'Dwyane' 
The memoir pairs photos of his life and career with thoughts and memories of those moments. 
 
Lawyer representing Sandy Hook families talks about the battle ahead after victory over Alex Jones 
A judge in Connecticut ruled by default against conspiracy theorist Alex Jones in a defamation lawsuit 
involving parents of children killed at Sandy Hook. 
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Pfizer's COVID-19 pill to reach developing nations at a lower cost under new agreement 
COVID-19 patients in 95 developing countries — more than half the world's population — could soon 
receive lower-cost doses of Pfizer's new drug to treat the disease. 
 
3G is getting phased out. It could leave low-income and older Americans behind 
Government regulators are warning that if people don't upgrade in time, they won't be able to call 911 
or use other emergency services. 
 
Philly organizations experiment with ways to present art to people who are visually impaired 
One museum is using printed graphics with textures that those with visual impairments can touch. 
 
School nurses feel the pressure of staffing shortages, pandemic 
Fewer than 40% of schools across the country have a full-time nurse. 
 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu joins growing club of millennial mayors 
Being a young mayor comes with challenges and opportunities. 
 
'All That She Carried' tells the story of generations of Black women and the love that binds them 
It all started with a simple cotton bag. 
 
Florida Gov. DeSantis wants to pass anti-mandate restrictions during special session this week 
The governor has called a special legislative session this week to enact worker protections. 
 
Steve Bannon, indicted for contempt of Congress, set to be arraigned in federal court this week 
Barbara McQuade, former U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan, looks at the legal 
questions surrounding this case. 
 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 
International Olympic Committee unveils new guidelines for transgender athletes 
The new framework allows individual sports to set the criteria and drops the rule that transgender 
athlete eligibility will be judged based on testosterone levels. 
 
How to navigate divisive issues — vaccines, masks and more — at the Thanksgiving table 
Washington Post advice columnist Carolyn Hax shares tips on how to plan for tough holiday 
conversations. 
 
A hope for treatment: Second person appears to be 'naturally' cured of HIV, scientists say 
Scientists report a woman in Argentina appears to have cured herself of HIV without drugs or any 
other treatment. 
 
Confusion surrounds COVID-19 boosters as FDA plans to recommend shot for all adults 
At least seven states are already formally or informally endorsing the shots for all adults. 
 
Nikole Hannah-Jones explores 'A New Origin Story' in '1619 Project' book 
"The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story" combines journalism, historical accounts, criticism and 
imaginative literature. 
 
Assistant Speaker Clark makes the case for Biden's 'Build Back Better' ahead of House vote 
The bill is facing significant pushback because critics are concerned about the price tag. 
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U.S. Catholic bishops avoid conflict with Biden in Communion vote 
U.S. Catholic bishops are set to vote on the controversial question of whether President Biden and 
other public figures who support abortion rights should be allowed to receive Holy Communion. 
 
Colorado River Basin to receive much of Western water infrastructure money 
Out West, a good chunk of money will go toward upgrading critical water infrastructure in a region 
where climate change has led to shorter winters, warmer temperatures and drier soil... 
 
'Concerts were my happy place': A young woman reflects on Astroworld 
Nina Roehl has been an avid concert-goer for all her life, but now she's anxious about the thought of 
attending large concerts. 
 
Harvard's right to photos of enslaved people now being weighed by Massachusetts' highest court 
Harvard University currently owns pre-Civil War photographs of two enslaved people — and a woman 
who says she is a descendent of the two has sued. 
 
Human rights abuses run rampant in the renewable energy sector, report finds 
It's just as common as in the fossil fuel sector, according to the report. 
 
Ending gas cars: An environmentalists' dream that went mainstream 
The push to phase out gas cars shows an understanding of the urgency to act on climate change. 
 
Howard University to move forward on an agreement with student protesters 
Students are Howard University are packing up the "tent city" they slept in to protest conditions in 
campus dormitories. 
 
Former Treasury Secretary Larry Summers on the risks of lasting inflation 
Economist Larry Summers has been sounding the alarm about inflation and an overheating economy 
for months now. 
 
Thursday, November 18, 2021 
Pandemic sparks housing crisis on Martha's Vineyard 
Housing on Martha's Vineyard was scarce before the pandemic, but the problem has now grown 
serious as more vacationers stay beyond the summer and home prices increase. 
 
How changing norms around civility in politics might affect American democracy 
The House voted on Wednesday to censure Arizona Republican Paul Gosar for posting an animated 
video that depicting him killing New York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. 
 
Apple to launch self-service program that will let iPhone users to repair their phones at home 
The move comes as the Biden administration and the FCC have encouraged the right of independent 
repair. 
 
'Like a dog in a dinosaur body': Meet the new komodo dragons at the San Antonio Zoo 
There are less than 1,400 adult komodo dragons — the world's largest lizards — left in the wild. 
 
Julius Jones granted clemency by Oklahoma governor hours before scheduled execution 
He was convicted of a 1999 murder but has maintained his innocence. 
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Texas county jails near breaking point 
Incarcerated people there have been hit hard by COVID-19, and jails are struggling to keep staff and 
attract new employees. 
 
Drug overdose deaths hit record high during pandemic, CDC report shows  
More than 100,000 people died in the U.S. from drug overdoses between April 2020 and April 2021, 
according to the report. 
 
Get outside and look up: There's an almost total lunar eclipse happening overnight 
It will be the longest lunar eclipse in almost 600 years, lasting for a few hours from start to finish. 
 
'Portraits of Valor' was veteran Charles Waterhouse's 'final gift to the Marines and to the country' 
Before Charles Waterhouse died at the age of 89, he painted portraits of more than 300 Marines who 
had received the Medal of Honor. 
 
New Delhi schools shut down due to dangerous levels of pollution 
Air pollution in New Delhi is at least four times the safe levels according to World Health 
Organization guidelines. 
 
Frida Kahlo's self-portrait 'Diego and I' purchased for nearly $35 million 
It's the most expensive piece of artwork ever sold by a Latin American artist. 
 
Countries demand that their historical artifacts in museums, private collections be returned 
Benin, Cambodia and Thailand are leading this call. 
 
North American leaders meet to discuss migration, trade and COVID-19 
The so-called "three amigos" summit is a tradition that former President Donald Trump let lapse. 
 
Malcolm X murder 'still a cold case' after Manhattan DA asks for convictions to be overturned 
The Manhattan district attorney is asking a judge to throw out the convictions of two men who spent 
decades in prison for assassinating Malcolm X in 1965. 
 
Friday, November 19, 2021 
Unpacking the verdict in the Kyle Rittenhouse trial 
The 18 year old was found not guilty of all counts on Friday. 
 
14 books and an Amazon show later, how the 'Wheel of Time' series continues to turn today 
The "Wheel of Time" series — a fantasy epic stretching across 14 books, the story of a commoner told 
they're the savior of humanity — is now an Amazon show. 
 
Resettlement agencies scramble to help influx of Afghan evacuees in the U.S. 
After more than 64,000 Afghan evacuees were flown out of Kabul in August, the U.S. moved them to 
eight military bases across the country. 
 
Kyle Rittenhouse found not guilty 
The jury pronounced Rittenhouse not guilty on all five counts. 
 
CVS to shutter 900 stores over next 3 years 
The move is part of the company's pivot to being more of a health care destination and less of a 
convenience store. 
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Truck driving, infrastructure industry stare down worker shortage 
With ports clogged and consumer demand surging, the American Truck Driving Association says the 
industry is short 80,000 drivers. 
 
House passes landmark Build Back Better plan, but it faces uncertain future in Senate 
President Biden's big social spending and climate change bill passed in the House on Friday. 
 
A jury will soon weigh in on Travis McMichael's testimony over the death of Ahmaud Arbery 
Closing arguments are set to begin Monday in the trial of Ahmaud Arbery's murder now that the 
defense has rested its case. 
 
The used car market is in chaos. Here's what to do about your lease  
With the used car market suffering from supply chain issues, some lease-holders find themselves with 
a car that's worth more than it was before. 
 
How to safely gobble your way through this year's Thanksgiving 
While the vaccine should make this year's pandemic festivities safer than last year, many are 
wondering if they should be taking extra precautions like the booster shot. 
 
State of emergency declared in British Columbia after storms, floods 
Much of British Columbia is underwater as storms continue to batter the region. 
 
Revolutionary Boston radio station WBCN at center of new documentary  
Boston radio station WBCN revolutionized rock radio with its freewheeling format and political 
activism in the late 1960s and 1970s. 
 
Amazon's delivery arm facing lawsuits over crashes as drivers rush to make deliveries 
Although Amazon has said it isn't liable, attorneys for one man injured say the company prioritizes 
speed over safety. 
 
How the tennis world is reacting to missing Chinese player Peng Shuai 
Peng hasn’t been seen since she made sexual assault allegations against a leading Chinese government 
official two weeks ago. 
 
Monday, November 22, 2021 
Coastal regions look to buying properties in flood zones 
Around the country, hundreds of thousands of homes are at risk of chronic flooding in the next few 
decades due to rising sea levels. 
 
Can organs from former COVID-19 patients be safely donated for transplant? 
Transplant experts agree the issue of whether to transplant organs from former COVID-19 patients is 
complicated but say it can be decided on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Rapid COVID-19 tests in short supply as Thanksgiving approaches 
Getting tested for the virus can give families and friends peace of mind before carving up the turkey 
together. 
 
Water woes predicted for hundreds of thousands in Iowa 
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The largest water utility in Iowa is sounding alarms that it won't be able to keep up with cleaning the 
water for more than 600,000 customers as extreme weather swings... 
 
Kyle Rittenhouse, race and self-defense: Historian Ibram X Kendi's view on this moment in the U.S. 
In a new interview airing on Monday with Tucker Carlson of Fox News, Rittenhouse says that the case 
had "never had anything do with race, it had to do with... 
 
Missouri judge to decide potentially precedent-setting exoneration of Kevin Strickland 
If Kevin Strickland is exonerated, it would be the longest wrongful imprisonment in the state's history. 
 
At least 5 dead, 40 others injured after tragedy at Wisconsin parade 
An SUV tore through the crowd at a Christmas parade in Waukesha, Wisconsin, on Sunday. 
 
The rise of workation: The boundaries between work, home and vacation are coming undone 
Combining work with vacation is becoming more popular. 
 
Thanksgiving traditions — and a new vegan recipe — from chef Kathy Gunst 
The saffron-scented basmati rice with roasted autumn vegetables topped with almonds, figs and 
pomegranates is perfect as a main course or a splendid side dish. 
 
Holiday shopping might look different this year. An expert explains what to expect 
In anticipation of the product shortage, customers have started shopping earlier for holiday gifts, 
leading to a boost in retail sales. 
 
Boston Globe reporter Dan Shaughnessy reflects on covering Larry Bird, '80's Celtics 
Celtics players called Shaughnessy "Scoop." They both respected — and resented — how the younger 
reporter called it like it was. 
 
Legal scholars ponder 'what is self-defense' after Rittenhouse verdict 
The verdict turned up the heat on a roiling debate about racial justice, gun rights and self-defense in the 
U.S. 
 
Michigan's COVID-19 surge strains hospitals before Thanksgiving 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services recently introduced a face mask advisory to 
try and slow down the spread of the virus ahead of the holidays. 
 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 
Will the chestnut return as an American food staple? 
Chestnuts were once a major food source in the U.S. for Native Americans and enslaved Black 
Americans. But a fungus killed off billions of American chestnut trees. 
 
Missouri judge exonerates Kevin Strickland after historic 43-year-long wrongful conviction 
A judge in Missouri on Tuesday ordered the immediate release of Kevin Strickland, a Black man 
convinced of murder in 1979 by an all-white jury.  
 
Next generation of COVID-19 vaccines may not be shots 
Many new vaccines may come in pill or nasal spray form. 
 
European leaders consider stricter measures as COVID-19 sweeps continent 
France has entered its fifth COVID-19 wave as the number of cases accelerates across the country. 
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New York hedge fund makes bid for large independent newspaper chain 
The firm's bid for Lee Enterprises is causing a stir in the newspaper industry. 
 
New documentary explores the ups and downs of The Beatles' 'Let It Be' sessions 
"The Beatles: Get Back" premieres Friday on Disney+. 
 
Alaska lacks resources for people with eating disorders 
Experts say the number of Americans with eating disorders has skyrocketed during the pandemic. 
 
The fate of the men charged in the murder of Ahmaud Arbery will soon be in a Georgia jury's hands 
The jury will hear the final words from the prosecution Tuesday. 
 
HBO's legacy and future as streaming services prevail 
There was a time when HBO considered buying Netflix when it was valued at just $1 billion. That's a 
paltry sum compared to their worth today of $300 billion. 
 
An expert explains the ins and outs of whistleblowing. Hint: It's never easy 
The nonprofit Whistleblower Aid counsels would-be whistleblowers on how to sound the alarm 
effectively and safely. 
 
Packed courtroom as Elizabeth Holmes testifies in Theranos fraud trial 
Holmes claims she did not seek to deceive investors in her blood-testing company Theranos. 
 
NASA pioneers mission to knock an asteroid slightly off course 
NASA's test will just give one a little nudge. 
 
Thinking about retiring early? Ask yourself these 5 questions 
Washington Post financial columnist Michelle Singletary breaks down what you should consider if you 
are thinking about early retirement. 
 
A look at Biden's messaging on his Build Back Better plan 
Biden should strengthen his messaging to push his landmark legislation past the finish line, argues 
historian Julian Zelizer. 
 
Biden taps emergency oil reserves as Thanksgiving travel looms 
An additional 32 million barrels of oil will be released from the strategic petroleum reserve over the 
coming months in an effort to curb prices at the pump. 
 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
All 3 men found guilty of murder in trial over the killing of Ahmaud Arbery 
On the second day of deliberations, a jury has found Travis McMichael — the man who fired the fatal 
shot — guilty on all nine counts. 
 
Journey through an irrigation tunnel 
The Gunnison Tunnel delivers water to thousands of people and waters crops in the Western part of 
Colorado. 
 
Movies to watch in your PJs this holiday weekend from film critic Ty Burr 
Make a nice hot cup of tea and settle in to watch something new. 
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Chicago launches at-home vaccine drives for children and adults 
The mayor's target is to get 77% of the city vaccinated — but the city is facing a big racial disparity. 
 
How researchers at UC Davis developed a new strain of rice to help farmers in Southeast Asia 
Climate change may affect the production of rice as early as 2030, according to a study published this 
month in the Nature Food journal. 
 
Ohio federal jury finds that big retail pharmacies perpetuated the opioid crisis 
Other cases in the U.S. hinge on a similar legal strategy against the pharmacies. 
 
Charlottesville Unite The Right organizers found liable for $26 million in damages 
The jury ruled that all the defendants conspired under Virginia law and five of them plotted to commit 
racially or religiously-motivated violence. 
 
COVID-19 antiviral drugs could save lives — but will Americans be able to access them? 
The two antivirals — from Merk and Pfizer — are pending authorization from the Food and Drug 
Administration. 
 
Why race plays a role in determining who gets kidney transplants — and why it shouldn't 
The equation to determine whether you're eligible for a kidney transplant measured kidney function 
differently for Black patients. Now, a task force has mandated the elimination of race as a... 
 
Why some think EMTs should respond to more than medical emergencies 
This evolving approach in the way paramedics are deployed is called mobile integrated health — or 
community paramedicine. 
 
Airlines need to cut emissions. That will make flying more expensive 
The United States has a goal of net-zero greenhouse gas emissions from the U.S. aviation industry by 
2050. But meeting that goal is going to be a big challenge. 
 
Two Joseph Moores — one Black, one white — inspire NY Tenement Museum to explore Black 
history 
Museum historians realized the similarities between the two men needed to be explored to understand 
the intersection of immigration, race and the New York experience. 
 
Lawyers for Ahmaud Arbery defendants draw on racist legal legacy in trial 
Citizen's arrest laws go way back to 13th-century Europe. But when English common law was brought 
to the U.S., citizens' arrest laws "melded" with efforts to prevent slaves from escaping,... 
 
Death toll rises to 6 in Wisconsin parade tragedy 
Dr. Amy Drendel of Children's Wisconsin Emergency Department and Trauma Center explains how 
she and her colleagues have been helping children who were injured at the parade. 
 
Thursday, November 25, 2021 
In Washington D.C., Afghan restaurant owners help newly arrived refugees this Thanksgiving 
The owners of Lapis remember their own first Thanksgiving in the U.S. as they prepare and drop off 
Thanksgiving meals to recently arrived refugees. 
 
For Native peoples, Thanksgiving is a day of mourning — not rejoicing 
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Kisha James is the granddaughter of one of the founders of the "National Day of Mourning," which is 
honored every Thanksgiving in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
 
Ghostbusters' biggest devotees get ready to welcome new fans 
The Ghostbusters franchise is known to have an especially ardent following. But even its biggest 
devotees say that the long-awaited next installment —"Ghostbusters: Afterlife" — is opening doors for 
new... 
 
An annual tradition: Robin Young's trip to Vermont to see the snow geese 
A Here & Now tradition, we revisit Robin Young's trip to see the snow geese in Vermont with her now 
late uncle Lachlan Maclachlan Field. 
 
How Samsung's new chip plant in Texas aligns with broader U.S. goal to combat global shortage 
In a news conference on Tuesday, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said the $17 billion dollar deal will have a 
historic impact far beyond the state. 
 
How midterm elections, less than one year away, are shaping political decisions now 
ABC News political director Rick Klein discusses the state of play in politics for Democrats and 
Republicans, less than one year from midterm elections in Congress. 
 
Groundbreaking 'The Twilight Zone' followed creator Rod Serling's bumpy start in radio 
Rod Serling's early career in radio was marked by censorship for his views on social issues of the time. 
 
A return visit to the not-so-prodigious Plymouth Rock 
Up to 1 million visitors a year stand on a viewing platform and peer down at a modest slug of granite 
partly buried in the sand. 
 
Traditional Turkmen recipes featured in first of its kind book in U.S. 
Chef and author Gyulshat Esenova describes how the desert climate of her native Turkmenistan shaped 
traditional Turkmen food, such as lamb cutlet. 
 
Chinese American authors dig up buried family stories on Thanksgiving 
Scott Tong and Kat Chow to dive into the family histories and personal reflections that characterized 
their respective books. 
 
Indigenous people face challenges to keeping culture alive 
Native Americans are marking "The National Day of Mourning" to raise awareness around historical 
and ongoing struggles facing Native Americans. 
 
Trauma and healing after guilty verdicts in Ahmaud Arbery case 
Minneapolis-based therapist and trauma expert Resmaa Menakem talks about justice, healing and 
coping with trauma in an already-traumatized community. 
 
Friday, November 26, 2021 
This self-taught cowbell artisan has the beat 
After a master cowbell maker died a few years ago, Ulisis Santiago taught himself how to handcraft 
cowbells and has become internationally known for his instruments. 
 
The untold story of how Polish spies helped the CIA carry-out secret missions around the world 
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Polish spies helped free U.S. intelligence operatives captured in Iraq — and continue to play an unsung 
role in America's spycraft around the world. 
 
Stocks, oil drop over concerns about new COVID-19 variant 
The Dow Jones and S&P dropped by 2% and Nasdaq lost 1%. And West Texas Intermediate oil prices 
dropped down to $75 per barrel, the steepest fall since July. 
 
In new podcast 'Third Squad,' marines reckon with their time in Afghanistan a decade ago 
Twelve men deployed with Third Squad, but only 11 returned home alive. 
 
Here's why some travelers say TSA's hair pat downs are racially insensitive 
While there's a prevailing belief that new technology is objective and unbiased, many products and 
algorithms are designed without people of color in mind. 
 
Unpacking the European migrant crisis after 31 drown in English Channel 
It's being called the biggest tragedy to date involving migrants crossing the dangerous English 
Channel. 
 
Recovering from Thanksgiving dinner? Here are some new shows to catch up on while you do 
Amazon's survival drama "Hanna" dropped its third and final season, and Marvel superhero Hawkeye 
is getting the Disney + treatment, joining shows like Wandavision and Loki. 
 
'The Perfect Police State' unveils how China uses surveillance on Uyghurs 
Investigative reporter Geoffrey Cain writes about China's use of sophisticated technology and a so-
called predictive policing system designed to find people who harbor disloyalty toward the Chinese 
Communist Party. 
 
If you're hunting for a new car, now might be a horrible time to buy one 
A prolonged shortage of semiconductors has cut sharply into the production of new cars. For car 
shoppers, that means sky-high prices, long waits or major compromises if they want to... 
 
Opera 'Sweet Land' creates new stories for the settling of America 
The opera blends both Indigenous and non-Indigenous voices for a new take on the settling of 
America. 
 
Is America back? A look at U.S. global leadership in 2021 and beyond 
When President Biden took office, he declared that America is back. But is America once again a true 
global leader? 
 
Scientists in South Africa identify new COVID-19 variant 
The new variant has prompted some countries to quickly restrict travel from the region. 
 
Monday, November 29, 2021 
How natural gas has taken the place of coal in America's energy portfolio 
When it comes to America's use of energy, how much do we get from where? And what is the future of 
our complex grids?  
 
The demise of Chicago's Mercy Hospital 
Mercy Hospital, the oldest hospital in Chicago, was a safety net facility that treated mostly low-
income, elderly and Black patients. 
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Fashion designer Virgil Abloh dead at 41 after battling rare form of cancer 
Abloh was the artistic director of Louis Vuitton and the founder of Off-White. 
 
Bluegrass musician Billy Strings reflects on musical journey 
We revisit our conversation with Strings from March when he was fresh off of his first Grammy win. 
 
World powers meet to revive Iran nuclear agreement 
World leaders are set to meet in Vienna to revive the 2015 agreement that puts limits on Iran's nuclear 
development in exchange for an easing of sanctions.  
 
Biden addresses the nation on omicron variant 
President Biden attempted to soothe the nation over fears of another COVID-19 variant that's caused 
many countries to shut their doors to travelers. 
 
NASA's new telescope will let astronomer Laura Kreidberg study the atmospheres of far-off 
exoplanets 
The James Webb Space Telescope — the most powerful of its kind — will launch into space on Dec. 
22. 
 
Hanukkah celebrations provide comfort during times of loss 
The holiday celebrates the victory of the Maccabees over the Greeks and the rededication of the second 
temple in Jerusalem, where a one-day supply of oil lasted for eight —... 
 
Sex-trafficking trial of Ghislaine Maxwell begins 
Maxwell is accused of allegedly helping disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein sexually abuse and traffic 
girls. 
 
Newborn gorilla gave Cleveland Zoo challenges — and opportunities 
The gorilla caretakers trained the adult gorillas how to nurture a baby ahead of time, which came in 
handy because the mother did not show a strong maternal instinct. 
 
'Flying Blind' book probes how a culture change at Boeing resulted in two deadly plane crashes 
Aviation reporter Peter Robison takes a deep dive into what caused two fatal crashes of Boeing planes. 
 
Voting rights legislation remains stalled in Congress after Senate Republicans block John Lewis Act 
Rep. Terri Sewell, a Democrat from Alabama, talks about the challenges facing key voting rights 
legislation. 
 
The omicron variant is in nearly a dozen countries. What do we know? 
The variant has now spread to at least 11 countries on four continents — Africa, Australia, North 
America and Asia. 
 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 
What Jack Dorsey's departure means for Twitter and Silicon Valley 
The co-founder's sudden departure has many wondering — was he forced out or did he go on his own? 
 
How nuclear power fits into a carbon-free energy future 
Governments around the world are trying to reduce the amount of planet-warming pollution in the 
atmosphere, and that means many are now taking a closer look at nuclear power. 



C:\Users\Karl\Desktop\Q4 FCC Report - 2021.doc 
 

63 of 102 

 
Jussie Smollett faces trial for felony disorderly conduct 3 years after alleging a hate crime 
Smollett told Chicago police officers in January of 2019 that he was attacked by two people who 
yelled racist and homophobic slurs at him. He's now accused of filing a... 
 
Judge halts vaccine mandate in 10 states, while Supreme Court rejects religious exemption request 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer rejected a request from eight Massachusetts hospital 
workers for a religious exemption to the state's hospital system mandate that workers be vaccinated. 
 
U.S. needs to do more than travel restrictions to stop transmission of omicron, doctor argues 
The Biden administration swiftly restricted travel to the U.S. from southern Africa in response to the 
discovery of the new COVID-19 variant. 
 
New documentary shines a spotlight on Black transgender elder 
A recently released documentary and a forthcoming tribute album both pay tribute to Beverly Glenn-
Copeland. 
 
In Atlanta, you can dial 311 as an alternative to calling the police 
The Policing Alternative and Diversion Initiative, or PAD, sends out response teams to help people 
with medical care, housing and financial issues. 
 
Slow but steady: The endangered bog turtle inches toward recovery in Mass. 
In Massachusetts, conservationists have worked for decades to protect shrinking habitat, reduce human 
interference and prevent poaching of bog turtles. 
 
CNN's Chris Cuomo under investigation for how he may have tried to help former Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo 
CNN announced the investigation. 
 
Amazon workers in Alabama get second chance at unionizing 
The National Labor Relations Board ordered a new union election, saying the e-commerce giant 
interfered in the first one. 
 
Busy Atlantic hurricane season comes to end as Ida recovery continues 
This season ranked as the third most active on record with the most memorable storm being Hurricane 
Ida. 
 
Arthur Ashe represented 'the possibilities of life.' A new film explores the tennis great's legacy 
Johnnie Ashe joins us to reflect on his late brother's activism on and off the tennis court. 
 
With omicron COVID-19 variant spreading, epidemiologists say booster more important than ever 
Omicron, a variant with upwards of 50 mutations, has put nations around the world on alert in the 
week since it was first detected. 
 
December 2021 
 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
New vaccine prevents Valley Fever in dogs 
The hope is that the vaccine will eventually protect humans, too. 
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A test of America's strategic ambiguity with Taiwan 
Rather than clarify its political intentions, the U.S. has stayed vague about Taiwan for four decades to 
maintain peace. 
 
How vaccine inequity hinders efforts to combat the COVID-19 pandemic 
There's a growing gap between the number of COVID-19 vaccines administered in rich and poor 
countries. 
 
Hondurans elects the country's 1st female president, oust conservative party 
President-elect Xiomara Castro was Honduras' former first lady. 
 
New film 'Writing with Fire' spotlights a women-run news service making waves in India 
The Hindi-language film won two awards at this year's Sundance film festival. 
 
What happens if the Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade abortion law? 
Santa Clara University law professor Michelle Oberman discusses what happens when the right to an 
abortion is not guaranteed in every state. 
 
Supreme Court hears arguments in critical Mississippi abortion case 
This case could reverse the court's 1973 Roe v. Wade decision and significantly roll back abortion 
rights across the country. 
 
MLB's clash with players union, explained 
If players and owners don't work out a deal, it'll lead to the first work stoppage in baseball in 26 years. 
 
A bright future ahead: The U.S. wants to grow solar from less than 4% to 45% of its energy portfolio 
At this point, very little electricity comes from solar power in the United States. 
 
Atlanta councilman Andre Dickens catapults ahead of other candidates to win mayor's seat 
With outgoing Mayor Keisha Lance-Bottoms' endorsement, Andre Dickens shot ahead of the other 
candidates. 
 
New book details Catholics who showed mercy — not fear — to AIDS patients despite Church's 
stance 
During the 1980s and 1990s, the Catholic Church was often the focus of criticism and protests for its 
condemnation of queerness and its lack of response to the AIDS crisis. 
 
How southern Africa is preparing for the spread of the omicron variant 
Experts predict a surge in new cases in the coming days and weeks across southern Africa. 
 
What the omicron variant means for holiday travel 
News of the omicron variant has prompted travel bans across the world with U.S. travel restrictions 
soon to follow. 
 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 
Restoring Colorado's forests lost to wildfires 
It’s been a little more than a year since Colorado experienced the biggest wildfires in the state’s 
history. 
 
Treat yourself and your shelf before an upcoming book shortage hits retailers 
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This year, an impending book shortage has booksellers worried about meeting demand. 
 
Boston weighs solutions for addressing homelessness, tent encampments 
The nation is contending with the growing issue of homelessness, made worse by the pandemic, as 
winter is coming. 
 
Don't worry, Santa Claus is still coming to town despite short supply 
It's a bit quieter than usual in the North Pole this year. 
 
What's next for Indian farmers who spent a year protesting 
Some see the repeal of India's controversial farm laws as a victory for non-violent protest. Others say 
reform is still needed. 
 
President Biden is going all-in on wind power 
Earlier this year, the White House called for 30 gigawatts of offshore wind by 2030. 
 
As tenant cases backlog in Oregon, paralegals could serve as representation over an attorney 
The state is currently seeing a backlog of housing cases and many tenants don't have representation. 
 
Biden outlines plan to fight omicron variant 
Biden wants to fight the new strain of the coronavirus not with lockdowns but with more screening of 
travelers, expanded testing and more shots in arms.  
 
Barbados becomes a republic after cutting ties to the British monarchy 
Sandra Mason was sworn in this week as Barbados first elected president. 
 
PPE music gear turns the music back on for one upstate NY school band 
The school received a new shipment of personal protective equipment designed for instruments and 
players. 
 
Blinken meets with Russian counterpart as NATO, Russia trade threats over Ukraine border buildup 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov on Thursday 
in Stockholm. 
 
Women's Tennis Association suspends tournaments in China 
The WTA is suspending all its tournaments in China in response to the treatment of Chinese tennis 
player Peng Shuai. 
 
How we lost (and rediscovered) the history of America's first Koreatown 
More than a century ago, around 300 Korean American immigrants founded a new community in 
Riverside, California. But a little over a decade later, it vanished. 
 
Michigan school shooter facing terrorism charges 
The 15-year-old gunman opened fire on his classmates Tuesday, killing four of them.  
 
How genomic sequencing makes it possible to track omicron variant spread 
Because of genomic sequencing, researchers are able to track the spread of omicron and other ways 
COVID-19 is mutating. 
 
Friday, December 3, 2021 
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Amazon's 'Harlem' is latest show to focus on Black female friendship 
The series is about four Black women navigating their friendships, careers and love lives. 
 
Court orders Biden administration to resume controversial 'Remain in Mexico' policy 
President Biden ended the Trump-era program on his first day in office but was forced to reinstate it 
under a court order. 
 
Afghanistan's medical system careens toward collapse 
Afghanistan's economic collapse has pushed the medical system closer and closer to a breaking point. 
 
Lackluster November jobs report shows hiring slowed but unemployment rate fell 
Friday's jobs report reveals that 210,000 jobs were added in November. That's the lowest since 
December 2020. 
 
Long-haul COVID-19 study participant says internal tremors feel like an 'earthquake' inside her body 
The Survivor Corps support network has gathered data from more than 700 patients coping with post-
COVID symptoms such as tremors, vibrations, debilitating pain and mental decline. 
 
Biden ramps up COVID-19 strategy; Republicans threaten government shutdown over vaccine 
mandate 
We break down the politics of President Biden's latest measures to contain the spread of the omicron 
variant. 
 
Kansas meatpacking plant town's prosperity leaves many workers in poverty 
Even as the industry rakes in around $2 billion for the local economy each year, the number of people 
living in poverty in the rural town has soared. 
 
Will audiences return to movie theaters? 
Though movies like "Dune" and "No Time to Die" are opening in movie theaters, attendance is still 
way down from pre-pandemic levels. 
 
A 3rd major storm in hard-hit British Columbia is dampening recovery efforts 
With washed-out bridges and roads, recovery efforts could take months. 
 
How kids in New Delhi are coping with severe air pollution 
Kids in India's capital have been indoors for 20 months — first for COVID-19, now for smog beyond 
four times what's safe. 
 
How hydroelectric dams fit into the U.S. energy portfolio 
Harnessing energy from rivers accounted for about 7% of electrical generation in the U.S. last year. 
 
New congressional maps have an age-old problem: partisan gerrymandering 
Nationwide, the process is only about half over — yet the problem persists. 
 
What we know about the new omicron variant as COVID-19 cases surge  
Dr. Angela Rasmussen explains what's behind the latest surge and what we know — and don't know 
— about the omicron variant. 
 
Monday, December 6, 2021 
China increases use of coal this year despite pledging to reduce fossil fuels 
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The skyrocketing demand for coal is driving new mining, coal stockpiling and widespread power cuts. 
 
Remembering country singer and longtime Grand Ole Opry member Stonewall Jackson 
He was known for hits such as "Waterloo," "A Wound Time Can't Erase" and "B.J. the D.J." 
 
How omission bias affects how people make decisions about getting vaccinated 
One poll found 30% of parents said they would wait to see how the vaccine is working in young 
children before they got their kids vaccinated. 
 
Capital One to end overdraft fees for customers 
The move makes Capital One the largest bank to nix overdraft fees. 
 
The 'buy nothing' movement brings neighbors together through giving and receiving 
The movement not only allows people to recycle belongings they no longer want or need but also 
provides a sense of community among neighbors. 
 
72% of women who were denied an abortion ended up living in poverty, study finds 
Many of the women who couldn't get an abortion said they wanted to end their pregnancies because 
they couldn't financially support a child. 
 
Omicron variant threatens global supply chain as the holidays approach 
As China remains conservative with the virus, some of its ports are overloaded and understaffed. 
 
NYC Mayor De Blasio announces vaccine mandate for private employers. Will it prevent omicron 
spread? 
The move is a first in the country, intended as a "pre-emptive strike" against the spread of the omicron 
coronavirus variant. 
 
How Hollywood — and the U.S. in general — fall short when generating big new ideas 
While many have joked that Hollywood has simply run out of ideas, The Atlantic's Derek Thompson 
says the lack of innovation is a bigger trend in the U.S. than we... 
 
The process of deradicalizing youth needs an overhaul. A former white supremacist explains how 
Christian Picciolini has spent the past few years trying to reform white supremacists through a group 
called the Free Radicals Project. 
 
As flood insurance rates rise, low-income communities are adversely affected 
The escalating costs are hitting homeowners in surprising places. 
 
New documentary 'The Forever Prisoner' details treatment of terror suspect Abu Zubaydah 
Abu Zabaydah was the first detainee who was subjected to what the CIA called "enhanced 
interrogation techniques" including sleep deprivation, being kept naked in a cold room and 
waterboarding. 
 
Omicron surges in South Africa amid school, business and church closures 
COVID-19 rates in South Africa are soaring after the emergence of the omicron variant. 
 
Holding parents of school shooters responsible: The legal questions behind the rare case 
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Litigation and trial attorney Karen Conti explains the legal ramifications of Michigan prosecutors 
charging the parents of the Oxford, Michigan, school shooting suspect with four counts each of 
involuntary manslaughter. 
 
Parents of Michigan school shooting suspect charged with involuntary manslaughter 
James and Jennifer Crumbley were arrested this weekend. 
 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 
Sagebrush prison program works with inmates to restore habitat 
The Bureau of Land Management is partnering with prisons to help restore endangered habitat. 
 
Georgia governor's race heats up after David Perdue announces primary challenge to Brian Kemp 
Former President Donald Trump endorsed former Sen. David Perdue for Georgia governor. 
 
New York City to require COVID-19 vaccines for all private sector workers 
All on-site employees of private businesses in the city will need to get vaccinated by Dec. 27. 
 
The impacts of inflation — and low-income wages — rising 
While some are struggling with the inflated prices of gas, food and rent, the pay for some low-wage 
jobs is rising. 
 
Employers consider salary adjustments for remote workers who have relocated 
Some companies are either debating or already implementing salary adjustments for employees who 
have relocated to less expensive areas. 
 
The historical context behind the latest escalation in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict 
Russia has deployed more than 90,000 troops along the Ukrainian border — yet the Kremlin denies 
any plans to take action against Ukraine. 
 
Biden and Putin meet over video call in effort to de-escalate tensions 
President Biden's message to Putin is that there will be severe consequences if Russia invades Ukraine. 
 
The case for overhauling U.S. power grids 
Winter is coming — and this season of cold weather often comes with an unwanted guest: power 
outages. 
 
Scientists hunt for new tick-borne viruses 
With climate change expanding tick ranges and their seasonal activity periods in the U.S., more viruses 
are expected to emerge in the coming years. 
 
Trouble in paradise: Stress caused by climate change leads to albatross divorce 
A new study shows that as the ocean's water surface temperatures rise, monogamous albatross mates 
are more likely to break up. 
 
Instagram announces new features ahead of Senate hearing 
The new features are aimed at teen safety. 
 
More than 65 years later, 'Trouble in Mind' remains timely on Broadway 
Playwright Alice Childress took an unflinching look at racism with "Trouble in Mind" in 1955. 
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Remembering Bob Dole's political legacy 
The World War II hero and long-time Republican leader in the Senate died on Sunday. 
 
South African doctors gain insight into 2-week-old omicron variant 
The positivity rate in the country is more than 26%. 
 
China responds to U.S. boycott of Winter Olympics In Beijing 
Human rights groups have long called for the Biden administration to boycott the games because of 
China's treatment of ethnic Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities. 
 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
The long wait is over: Major League Baseball finally honors Negro League greats 
The inductees include Bud Fowler, who played against white players before baseball segregated, and 
Buck O’Neil, player and founder of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum. 
 
End the year on a sweet or savory note with chef Kathy Gunst's favorite cookbooks of 2021 
These cookbooks take readers on trips around the world, learning the secrets and treasured recipes of 
cooks from varied cultures. 
 
Far-right French political candidate Eric Zemmour gains momentum, sparks alarm 
Last weekend, Eric Zemmour's first rally drew an estimated 10,000 people, including hundreds of 
counter-demonstrators. 
 
Virtual religious services create community, connect worshippers across the U.S. 
When many houses of worship went virtual, some people didn't just turn to their usual congregations. 
They looked to online religious services across the country. 
 
Navy challenges Hawaii's order to stop fuel operations at Pearl Harbor due to gas in tap water 
In Hawaii, hundreds of military families living at the Pearl Harbor base are being forced to leave after 
fuel from a storage facility leaked into the water supply. 
 
Advocates push for more when it comes to the Democrats' drug pricing plan 
President Biden has been promoting the Democrats' new drug pricing plan that will help some people 
with diabetes pay for their insulin. 
 
Supreme Court hears religious education case from Maine 
The case centers on whether the state of Maine can deny public tuition money to the family of a 
student who wanted to attend a school that offers an explicitly... 
 
Organized retail crime: Why merchants point a finger at online markets  
Brazen shoplifting is caught on video, but hard numbers for shoplifting don't really exist. 
 
Remembering the call to boycott the 1936 Olympic Games held in Nazi Germany — and why it failed 
The performance of Jesse Owens and the other Black American athletes who competed was seen as a 
rebuke to Hitler and Nazi Germany's notions of white superiority. 
 
Pfizer says protection from omicron increases with booster dose 
A new study from Pfizer suggests that those who got two doses of their vaccine may still need a 
booster shot. 
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American Airlines CEO Doug Parker to retire in March 
The CEO revolutionized the airline industry during his time as the country's longest-serving airline 
head. 
 
Why one Starbucks worker in Buffalo supports the drive to form its 1st union in the country 
Ballots are due Wednesday and the votes are set to be counted Thursday afternoon. 
 
Trial of Kim Potter, former officer charged for fatal shooting of Daunte Wright, begins 
Potter faces manslaughter charges for shooting and killing Daunte Wright — a 20-year-old Black man 
— at a traffic stop this April. 
 
Sen. Klobuchar wants regulatory action taken against Instagram as its head appears before Congress 
Adam Mosseri is the biggest executive from Meta, Facebook's parent company, to testify after a 
whistleblower's explosive revelations about the company. 
 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 
The future of ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate and deposed leader of Myanmar, Aung San Suu Kyi, has been sentenced by 
a court in Myanmar to two years behind bars. 
 
Congress cut a key cybersecurity measure out of the defense bill — and experts are concerned 
Cybersecurity experts worry that the U.S. remains vulnerable to the sorts of hacks that have already 
disrupted supply lines and energy grids. 
 
Writer says U.S. reaction to omicron is like waiting for fire to go wild before calling fire dept. 
With the arrival of omicron, sociologist and New York Times opinion writer Zeynep Tufekci writes 
that it's time we got our act together. 
 
How the omicron variant could affect the economy 
Investors remain unsure about the variant's impact on global stock markets. 
 
Self-driving, safer and better headlights: A look at future cars under infrastructure bill 
The infrastructure spending bill recently signed into law could lead to features such as drunk-driving 
preventing technology, rear seat alerts and anti-glare headlights. 
 
Fewer drivers on the road since the pandemic started — but motor vehicle deaths are way up 
Reports show that more people are driving without seat belts, driving under the influence of drugs and 
alcohol, and ignoring the rules of the road. 
 
FBI addresses diversity problem by recruiting at HBCUs 
The FBI has launched a new diversity initiative aimed at reaching out to historically Black colleges 
and universities to try to recruit more Black Americans to be special agents. 
 
As Biden hosts Summit for Democracy, the U.S. democratic experiment faces its own perils 
Lawyers have been sounding the alarm on the democratic experiment in the U.S. after the Jan. 6 
insurrection. 
 
Black heritage museum reenvisions Charlottesville's statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee 
The city selected a proposal from the Jefferson School African American Heritage Center to determine 
the fate of the statue. 
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How Afghans are embracing activism in California's Bay Area 
One of the biggest Afghan ex-pat communities in the U.S. is in California's Bay Area. 
 
North Carolina Supreme Court delays primary elections following illegal gerrymandering lawsuits 
The elections will now take place on May 17. 
 
High housing prices spark debate over home development on Nevada's public lands 
Home prices in the American West are skyrocketing as the region continues to grow. 
 
South Sudan faces immense vaccine challenges 
Right now, only about 1% of the country's population is fully vaccinated. 
 
Jury continues deliberations in Jussie Smollett hate crime trial 
Smollett is accused of orchestrating a fake hate crime attack against himself in downtown Chicago in 
January 2019. 
 
How people's perceptions of Biden's leadership style is hurting his approval rating 
A new NPR/Marist poll finds the president's approval rating is resting at 42%. 
 
Friday, December 10, 2021 
'And Just Like That' tries to recapture essence of 'Sex and the City' while remaining relevant 
The 10-episode show features three of the original "fab four." 
 
Columbia University graduate student workers continue strike as school threatens their jobs 
Graduate student workers at Columbia University in New York City are demanding greater pay and 
benefits. 
 
Inflation hit 39-year high in November, surging to 6.8% 
It's the highest rate of inflation since 1982. 
 
View from the Lone Star State: SCOTUS upholds abortion ban but allows for challenges from 
providers 
The U.S. Supreme Court says it will allow abortion providers to continue their legal challenge to an 
abortion law in Texas. 
 
Kirsten Dunst takes on role of the emotionally vulnerable Rose in 'The Power of the Dog' 
Kirsten Dunst plays the emotionally frail wife of a Montana rancher. 
 
Week in politics: Trump and allies push back against Jan. 6 commission 
The Washington, D.C., Court of Appeals ruled against the former president on Thursday. 
 
Why is the cost of insulin so high? The drug's hefty price tag, explained 
Some people pay up to $1,000 a month — even with insurance — for insulin. 
 
U.S. scientists watch omicron closely as variant quickly gains traction abroad 
The omicron variant is gaining a foothold in Europe and the U.K. 
 
What's next for abortion rights as SCOTUS allows Texas law to remain, says providers can sue state 
However, the Supreme Court ruled Texas abortion providers can sue the state over its ban on abortion. 
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At least 54 people killed in Mexico after truck carrying mostly migrants crashes 
It's one of the deadliest accidents involving migrants in decades. 
 
Voting rights organizers push for federal protections ahead of Georgia governor's race 
Nsé Ufot and LaTosha Brown are reigniting tactics to mobilize voters of color in the state and 
pressuring Congress to protect federal voting rights. 
 
Houston hospital records 9 cases of omicron variant 
Houston Methodist CEO Marc Boom says the variant is gaining momentum in local hospitals in the 
area. 
 
Supreme Court leaves Texas 6-week abortion ban in place, leaves door open for challenges 
The justices allowed for provider challenges to the abortion ban to continue. 
 
Monday, December 13, 2021 
When to watch the Geminid meteor shower — and catch Comet Leonard zooming by 
Sky & Telescope senior editor Kelly Beatty tells us when and where to look and what we'll see if the 
skies are clear.  
 
Biogen faces a crisis after failure of Alzheimer's drug 
The Massachusetts-based biotech company had high hopes in the first Alzheimer's treatment in a 
generation earlier this year. But its approval and the lead-up to it are now under investigation. 
 
What to know as student loan payments resume next year 
The first payment will be in February for millions of borrowers. 
 
Afghan women's rights activist says 'we literally laugh at' new Taliban decree on rights 
The "special decree" outlaws child marriage but doesn't mention jobs or education. 
 
64 dead, more feared after tornadoes rip through Kentucky, surrounding states 
Search and rescue efforts are underway after homes were flattened and cars tossed. 
 
Kentucky tornado damage: One family lost two restaurants in the storm 
Sierra Carr's family owns Carr's Steakhouse and Carr's Barn Barbecue in Mayfield, Kentucky. 
 
The future of remote work and the pandemic's impact 
With so many Americans still working from home — what will the future of work mean for employees 
and the companies they work for? 
 
Wisconsin needs a nonpartisan election commission 'now more than ever,' official says 
Some Republicans want to strip power from the Wisconsin Election Commission and give it to the 
Republican-controlled state legislature. 
 
Texas' vulnerable power grid: Unpredictable weather underscores fragile infrastructure 
Back in February, a winter storm in Texas killed hundreds, creating havoc for many residents. Gov. 
Greg Abbott said the power grid will be prepared for this winter. 
 
Want to gift books this holiday season? Here are 30 ideas for kids and adults 
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Choosing the right book for a child or a friend can be difficult. We'd turn to a couple of experts for 
what they're reading this year. 
 
U.S. close to hitting 800,000 deaths from COVID-19 
COVID-19 cases are on the rise in almost every state as the country now grapples with both the delta 
and omicron variants. 
 
Kentucky continues search and rescue efforts after devastating tornadoes 
We get an on-the-ground look at Mayfield, Kentucky — one of the hardest-hit areas. 
 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
Helping kids cope with grief in a time of crisis 
The Good Grief Program helps families and children who are grieving the loss of a loved one from 
COVID-19, drug use, violence or other diseases. 
 
This small team of Nashville citizen scientists is a lifeline during severe weather 
The Nashville Severe Weather Twitter and YouTube accounts are run by three men who are not 
meteorologists but who partner with the National Weather Service to provide essential storm 
information... 
 
Jan. 6 committee recommends contempt charges for former Trump Chief of Staff Mark Meadows 
Meadows is accused of defying a subpoena from the panel investigating the Jan. 6 events at the 
Capitol. 
 
Toyota plans to invest $35 billion in battery electric vehicles 
The company was an early pioneer of hybrid cars but it's been slow to move to battery electric 
vehicles. 
 
Yo-Yo Ma offers 'Songs of Comfort and Hope' on his album with Kathryn Stott 
For the acclaimed cellist Yo-Yo Ma, music is his work — but it's also been a source of solace in the 
pandemic. 
 
South African study finds Pfizer vaccine stops 70% of hospitalizations from omicron 
Pfizer also released new data showing its COVID-19 pill was effective in preventing hospitalization 
and death. 
 
Kentucky tornado death toll at 74 as search for missing continues 
More than 100 are still missing as search and rescue teams comb through the ruins. 
 
Fox News stays silent on revelations that its hosts urged Trump to stand against Jan. 6 attack 
Fox News personalities haven't addressed released text messages that show they urged the former 
president to take a stand against insurrectionists on Jan. 6. 
 
Embrace holiday celebrations again with simple, smaller entertaining this season 
If you’ve always been fearful of making caramel, chef Kathy Gunst is here to help with a 
straightforward method — used for her maple crème caramel — that never fails. 
 
U.K. confirms 1st patient death from omicron variant 
This comes as the country faces a wave of new cases. 
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New York has high hopes for Lake Placid sports complex ahead of winter Olympic trials 
The state hopes the $26 million investment in the Lake Placid sports complex will boost tourism and 
bring more sporting events to the area. 
 
Simple fentanyl test strips could save lives as opioid deaths hit record highs 
Some public health workers are trying out a new way to test for fentanyl and save lives. 
 
One survivor on $380 million settlement with USA Gymnastics over Larry Nassar sexual abuse 
Rachael Denhollander, an attorney and former gymnast, was the first woman to publicly accuse Larry 
Nassar of sexual assault in 2016. Her story opened the floodgates for hundreds more to... 
 
A look at the on-the-ground relief efforts in Kentucky after devastating tornadoes 
Help is also on the way in the form of donations, volunteers and relief workers. 
 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 
Orthopedic surgery's diversity problem 
The field is 85% white and predominantly male. 
 
Forest Whitaker finds Christmas cheer in the music of 'Jingle Jangle' 
The actor says the Netflix film is about helping people "believe in joy again." 
 
Author Brett McLeod shares the wonder of axes 
The Paul Smith's College forestry professor collects axes, chops wood with them and even wrote a 
book about the history of axes in America. 
 
Log4j software flaw opens the door to hackers 
Cybersecurity professionals are scrambling to fix the problem. 
 
A majority of Americans are nervous about gun violence: What does that mean for mental health? 
Of 2,000 people surveyed by a security firm, 81% say they're "anxious" about gun violence in 
particular. 
 
Weather experts still investigating last week's deadly tornadoes 
The tornado that destroyed the town of Mayfield, Kentucky, may have traveled 200 miles or more — 
which climate scientists are calling historic. 
 
U.S. surpasses 800,000 deaths from COVID-19 
About 75% of the deaths were people above the age of 65. 
 
Global outbreak of COVID-19 delays major professional sports games 
The NBA and other major sports leagues are postponing, moving or canceling games. 
 
Listen up! New book explores how students can improve learning by enhancing listening 
Monica Brady-Myerov's company "Listenwise" uses curated public radio and podcast excerpts to help 
students hone their listening skills. 
 
Airline CEOs set to testify over staffing, flight cancellations at Senate hearing 
Leaders of American, Southwest, United and Delta face questions about staffing and flight 
cancellations — despite receiving nearly $54 billion in federal payroll aid. 
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NPR's Songs of Remembrance: Listening to 'A Dios le Pido,' Janet Gonzalez's favorite song 
Janet Gonzalez died of COVID-19 on Dec. 31, 2020. 
 
New CDC outbreak forecasting center could do for disease what weather service does for meteorology 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is debuting their $200-million Center for Forecasting 
and Outbreak Analytics. 
 
In rural Alaska, home health care visits are a lifeline during COVID-19 spike 
In November, Petersburg, a remote island town of Alaska, had a COVID-19 outbreak. More than 7% 
of the town's 3,000 residents were infected. 
 
President Biden visits Kentucky, a state still reeling from devastating tornadoes 
Thousands in the state are still without power and basic utilities. 
 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 
Choral singers rejoice with the return of holiday concerts 
For the first time in 20 months, the Tanglewood Festival Chorus in Massachusetts is back with a set of 
holiday concerts. 
 
China Initiative trial: Former U.S. Attorney says strategy has 'drifted,' parts should be shut down 
Critics say the China Initiative — an effort by the Department of Justice to crack down on economic 
and technology theft — has gone too far. 
 
Gun control groups encourage those affected by gun violence to run for office 
The candidates say they'll bring a new perspective to understanding issues around guns. 
 
Federal Reserve signals plan to hike up interest rates next year 
The Fed also announced plans to accelerate the process of cutting down on its bond-buying program 
amidst concerns over inflation. 
 
bell hooks, revolutionary feminist and cultural critic, dead at 69 
hooks detailed a modern feminist movement that refused to separate race from all other conversations. 
She also delved into big ideas like the nature of love. 
 
New York City's safe injection sites are a way to reduce drug overdose deaths, health official says 
The two new overdose prevention centers include trained staff who can administer medication to 
reverse overdoses. 
 
Defense Dept. says no one will be punished for Aug. drone strike that killed 10 Afghan civilians 
Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby called the event a "breakdown in process" and not the result of 
negligence, angering many of the ground in Kabul. 
 
Kentucky baptist convention helping people in need in tornado zone 
Teams of chainsaw and carpentry volunteers are helping people in need in tornado-ravaged towns. 
 
Hit hard by the pandemic, Oneida Indian Nation brings message of remembrance with 'Passage of 
Peace' 
In response to the pandemic's threat to Indigenous communities, the Oneida Indian Nation unveiled an 
art installation called "Passage of Peace." 
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In 'Covered With Night,' Nicole Eustace explores differing views of justice, grief in early America 
The book looks at the ramifications of a violent encounter between two white fur traders and an 
Indigenous hunter in 1722. 
 
Audubon Naturalist Society to cut ties with John James Audubon through name change 
John James Audubon was a famous ornithologist — who was also an enslaver and a grave robber who 
seized the skulls of Native Americans. 
 
Louisville dance company presents 'The Graham Cracker: A Nutcracker Parody' 
"The Graham Cracker" is a sweet take on the holiday staple also meant to uplift LGBTQ stories. 
 
Afghan translator fears for family back in Afghanistan 
When the U.S. withdrew from Afghanistan in August and the Taliban took over, it left the thousands of 
Afghan translators who were not evacuated in danger. 
 
'Psychic numbing': Why our compassion seems to wear thinner as the COVID-19 death toll grows 
More than 800,000 Americans have died from COVID-19. But the number of deaths barely seems to 
register for many. 
 
Louisville Courier-Journal tracks timeline that led to destruction of Kentucky candle factory 
Eight people were killed inside the Mayfield Consumer Products factory on Friday night. The other 
102 people all survived, the company said. 
 
Friday, December 17, 2021 
Country icons Tim McGraw, Faith Hill star alongside cowboy movie legend Sam Elliott in '1883' 
The new show is a prequel to Paramount+'s massive hit "Yellowstone." 
 
Top middle school counselor shares advice on how to move forward with youth mental health crisis 
School counselor Alma Lopez tells us about how middle school students are coping during the 
pandemic. 
 
Federal judge throws out Purdue Pharma settlement 
The $4 billion settlement would have protected the Sackler family from litigation. 
 
Viral TikTok threats prompt schools to cancel classes 
Schools across the country are on wide alert after viral unconfirmed threats of violence spread on 
TikTok. 
 
Water leaders in Arizona, Nevada, California agree to reduce reliance on Colorado River 
The goal of the agreement is to help stave off mandatory cuts in the upcoming years. 
 
Democrats' big agenda stalls on Capitol Hill 
President Biden is acknowledging that instead of passing by Christmas as hoped, his Build Back Better 
plan will take "weeks" to resolve differences with West Virginia Democrat Joe Manchin over... 
 
Chileans head to the polls on Sunday to elect new president 
A populist from the far right, José Antonio Kast, is running against Gabriel Boric, a leftist lawmaker 
and former student protest leader. 
 
Scientists turn to old whaling logs for signs of climate change 
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Scientists are turning to 19th-century whaling logs in New England to figure out how critical wind 
patterns have changed and how much climate change is contributing to that. 
 
Defense makes its case in trial of Ghislaine Maxwell 
She has pleaded not guilty to six federal charges she faces, including the sex trafficking of minors with 
disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein. 
 
Americans evaluating omicron risk ahead of holiday gatherings 
COVID-19 cases are up more than 6% over the past two weeks in the U.S. 
 
Phoenix pours $280 million into pipeline to prepare for less water from parched Colorado River 
The water supply of 40 million people in the Southwest is at stake as the Colorado River dries up. It's 
one of many reasons why the city just broke ground... 
 
Sea level rise threatens Virginia farmers 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration reports that coastal Virginia is experiencing the 
highest rates of sea level rise along the Eastern seaboard. 
 
Boston police bought a surveillance tool with a chunk of money hidden from the public 
A new investigation by WBUR and ProPublica looks into the Boston Police Department's purchase of 
a powerful surveillance device with money seized from alleged suspects. 
 
Sen. Maggie Hassan says she supports removing filibuster for voting rights 
More and more Democratic senators are getting behind changing the filibuster. 
 
Monday, December 20, 2021 
Behind the effort to make sidewalks accessible 
Many sidewalks are inaccessible to people who use a walker or wheelchair, or those with baby 
carriages. 
 
Rohingya sue Facebook alleging company didn't stop hate speech spread by Myanmar 
The ethnic Muslim group is suing Facebook for $150 billion. 
 
New businesses are breaking records as many decide now is the time to chase their dreams 
New business applications are on track to top 5 million, smashing the record set in 2020. 
 
More than 50 members of Congress violated insider trading law, new investigation finds 
A Business Insider investigation revealed that dozens of members of Congress have violated a federal 
conflict of interest law meant to prevent insider trading. 
 
Building codes, construction aren't keeping up with effects of climate change 
St. Louis Public Radio's Eric Schmid reports on the patchwork of local building codes that experts and 
elected officials say need to be updated after this month's deadly tornadoes. 
 
Former GOP chair in Georgia weighs in on governor's race, challenges for Republicans 
The primary election for Georgia's next governor is still months away. But already there are several 
Republicans who have entered the race to challenge incumbent Brian Kemp. 
 
Senate to move forward with vote on social spending bill 
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Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia told Fox News on Sunday that he couldn't support the social 
spending bill — leaving Democrats and the White House seething. 
 
Why markets struggle to support new ideas 
Our markets aren't set up to support new ideas. The Atlantic's Derek Thompson explains why after 
hearing feedback from many readers. 
 
What hospitals expect as omicron rapidly spreads 
U.S. hospitals have a heads-up on omicron — but that doesn't mean they feel ready to deal with what 
could be a huge wave of patients infected by the new... 
 
How teachers want to address an increase in social media threats 
Adding to the mounting challenges teachers across the country face is the increase in social media 
threats. 
 
Typhoon Rai death toll rises in the Philippines 
The storm has killed nearly 400 people so far with at least 50 people still missing. 
 
Lessons from 30 years in leadership: University President Freeman Hrabowski talks retirement 
During his tenure as president of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Freeman Hrabowski 
helped shape a campus that enabled students of color to pursue degrees in science and math. 
 
The latest COVID-19 surge, omicron spread present leadership challenges to President Biden 
When President Biden took office, he vowed to get COVID-19 under control and to defeat the virus. 
 
How to stay safe, avoid transmission as omicron spreads around the country 
In New York City, there were more than 10,000 positive cases Friday, up 100% from two days earlier. 
 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021 
The digital divide: A look at inequality in the internet age 
Throw in inflation and expensive iPhones, and you've got all the makings of a precarious digital divide. 
 
COVID-19 in Europe: Omicron impacts the U.K, Italy and France differently 
Britain's new daily COVID-19 infections have climbed to more than 90,000. But Italy, which has the 
same population, is seeing only a fraction of that number. 
 
Hamtramck, Michigan, soon to swear in all-Muslim city council 
The city also elected a Muslim mayor, Amer Ghalib, who will be sworn in on Jan. 2. 
 
Simu Liu gets acclaim (and a sequel) for his role in 'Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings' 
The Canadian-born actor recently won a People's Choice Award for best action hero of the year. 
 
Terracycle lawsuit reveals the limits of recycling 
Recycling is a short-term solution to a larger problem: We create too much waste. 
 
I have an omicron breakthrough case — what do I do next? An infectious disease doctor weighs in 
While we know vaccinations are still doing what they're supposed to — preventing people from 
serious illness and death — we also know there's an increase in breakthrough infections among... 
 
A growing number of people report anxiety about climate change 
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Health professionals are developing tools to help. 
 
Pharmacists stage nationwide walkout as part of union push 
Thousands of pharmacists staged the nationwide walkout to protest low pay and long hours during the 
pandemic. 
 
Military has lost track of weapons — and some were stolen by insiders, AP investigation finds 
AP reporter Kristin Hall has spent years investigating the loss or theft of military grenades, rockets and 
explosive material. She explains where it's been found and why it's gone missing. 
 
'Dangerous Games': Exhibition showcases sharp, toxic old-school toys 
At the Napa Valley Museum in Northern California, visitors can go back to a time when unsafe 
playthings were on every kid's holiday wish list. 
 
How the debate around teaching race in schools is unfolding in North Texas 
A book about anti-racism has been challenged in school districts around the country since it came out, 
including the wealthy suburb of Southlake, Texas. 
 
NYC mandates that all job listings include pay transparency 
Employers will be required to list the minimum and maximum salaries on their listings. 
 
New York hospital braces for COVID-19 surge 
With the new omicron variant rapidly spreading through New York, many hospitals are already at a 
breaking point due to winter surges from delta. 
 
President Biden to announce new COVID-19 plan as omicron dominates 
Twenty days after the first confirmed case within the U.S., omicron is now the dominant strain of 
coronavirus — accounting for 73% of new infections last week. 
 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021 
The 30-year Christmas secret 
Reporter Katy Sewall left Christmas gifts at the front door of a fellow student who was going through 
hard times. She didn't reveal she did so — until recently. 
 
Rare sea eagle from Asia spotted thousands of miles from home in Massachusetts park 
There are fewer than 4,000 of these majestic birds in the entire world. 
 
Turbulent times: A look at travel trends this year and beyond ������ 
The global travel sector is expected to lose $2 trillion in revenue this year, according to the United 
Nations World Tourism Organization. 
 
Remembering those lost to COVID-19 in 2021 
Erik Madrid died on Jan. 11, 2021, at the age of 50, and Dream Ellen Slack also died in January at 85. 
 
Grab your popcorn: Favorite movies of 2021 from NPR's Aisha Harris 
Whether you ventured out to a theater or stayed at home to watch via streaming, there were a bunch of 
good movies that came out this year. 
 
The life and work of sleep research pioneer Allan Rechtschaffen 
Rechtschaffen died last month at the age of 93. 
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Dr. Anthony Fauci weighs in on holiday risks, vaccines and testing as omicron surge continues 
Americans are scrambling to find over-the-counter COVID-19 tests and questioning how to keep their 
families safe over the holidays. 
 
Cruises — an early hot spot for COVID-19 — set sail despite rapid omicron spread 
A Royal Caribbean ship docked off of Miami last weekend with at least 48 cases — and the majority 
of the passengers were fully vaccinated. 
 
What 'sundown towns,' discriminatory all-white neighborhoods, represent for Black drivers 
If a community is not safe for Black travelers, especially after dark, it's often called a "sundown town." 
 
Largest-ever millipede fossil discovered in northern England 
The fossilized remains stretched the length of a small car. 
 
Great video games grace 2021 despite continued pain in the industry 
Here's a look at some excellent and unexpected video games that found their way to players this year. 
 
New approach to treat depression could be a game changer 
Transcranial magnetic stimulation delivers pulses to the brain and speeds up the treatment of 
depression. 
 
CDC recommends Pfizer, Moderna COVID-19 vaccines over Johnson & Johnson 
The advisory linked blood clot issues that appear to be associated with the J&J vaccine. 
 
Thursday, December 23, 2021 
Kim Potter found guilty of manslaughter in shooting of Daunte Wright 
The former Brooklyn Center, Minnesota police officer who mistook her taser for a gun during a traffic 
stop back in April and 20-year-old Daunte Wright, who was Black. 
 
From your For You Page to your favorites playlist: A year in TikTok music 
This year, TikTok dominated the charts. 
 
The change is coming — and it starts with the seemingly endless reverse puberty of perimenopause 
When Emily McDowell started talking about perimenopause on Instagram, thousands of women said 
they were going through the same thing. 
 
'Pointy ears' and an 'expected green/brown outfit': Spotting elves in Iceland 
Even those who wouldn't commit to believing in elves (including the country's environment minister) 
would also not commit to not believing in them. 
 
Biden administration extends pause on student loan repayments 
In a statement, President Biden said millions of borrowers are still coping with the pandemic. 
 
As omicron surges, two new drugs approved to treat COVID-19 patients 
An expert breaks down the difference between Merck's Molnupiravir and Pfizer's Paxlovid treatments. 
 
Restaurants brace for the worst as omicron rapidly spreads 
The owner of Commonwealth Cambridge restaurant is concerned about being able to stay open during 
another winter with COVID-19 cases rising and no more federal restaurant relief money on the... 
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Mobile home community in Colorado fights off corporate ownership with unusual deal 
As more corporations buy mobile home parks in Colorado, one community is getting the chance to 
own their own homes. 
 
Journalist Dawn Turner probes the quirks of fate that shaped the 'Three Girls From Bronzeville' 
"Three Girls from Bronzeville" explores the divergent life paths of Dawn Turner, her sister and her 
best friend who all grew up in the Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago, Illinois. 
 
COVID-19 cases in Japan plunged by Sept. — and have stayed there. Experts can't pinpoint why 
COVID cases in Japan fell more than 99% from the last peak. Unlike previous infection waves and 
countries in similar situations, it's largely staying there. 
 
Where the war on cancer stands 50 years after it started 
Five decades ago this week, President Nixon signed into law the National Cancer Act. The goal? Invest 
in medical research, with the hope of finding a cure for cancer in... 
 
House committee looks to interview Rep. Jim Jordan about Jan. 6 attack 
The House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 insurrection wants to speak with Rep. Jim Jordan, 
one of former President Trump's closest allies, about his contact with the White House... 
 
'Help': Hospitals in Cleveland make plea to the unvaccinated 
The leaders of six health care facilities in Cleveland, Ohio, recently took out a full-page newspaper 
advertisement urging people to get vaccinated against COVID-19. 
 
Friday, December 24, 2021 
The biggest industry stories and best TV of 2021 
If you have a little extra time to sit on the couch and catch up on some TV, here are some 
recommendations for what to watch. 
 
This year, kids visit with Santa using ham radio 
These Colorado kids turned to older technology to ask Santa for gifts this year. 
 
Looking back at the breakup of the Soviet Union 30 years ago 
On Dec. 25, 1991, the Soviet Union dissolved. Mikhail Gorbachev, who was the leader of the USSR, 
stepped down, and Boris Yeltsin became president of a newly independent Russia. 
 
Beginning to look a lot like an unusual Christmas: Forecasts show varying weather across U.S. 
Forecasts indicate unusually warm weather for parts of Central and Southeast U.S. And the Pacific 
North West could face winter storms and snow. 
 
Masks prevent spread of omicron — but only if worn properly. Here's how 
Epidemiologists warn that when it comes to preventing omicron, not all masks are equal. 
 
Nashville's new Black wind symphony aims to inspire a new generation of classical musicians 
Nashville African American Wind Symphony's mission is to educate the younger generation of 
musicians and advocate for musicians of color. 
 
The story behind Irving Berlin's 'White Christmas' 
The bestselling song has a melancholy backstory. 
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Christmas in space: Astronauts deck the halls of the International Space Station this holiday 
Mark Vande Hei and Tom Marshburn will spend this Christmas further away from home than any 
other beings in the universe. 
 
Remembering those who died of COVID-19 in 2021 
We remember two of the more than 800,000 people who have died of COVID-19 since the pandemic 
began. 
 
'American Baby' spotlights a mom and biological child's search for each other after closed adoption 
Adoption has had a troubled history in the U.S. For decades during the mid-20th century, millions of 
unwed mothers were sent away to have their babies in secrecy and shame. 
 
Airlines cancel Christmas flights over concerns of the omicron variant 
Globally, airlines have cancelled more than 2,000 flights. 
 
The political ramifications of Biden's response amid omicron surge 
The president acknowledged this week in an interview with ABC News that his administration has 
fallen short on COVID-19 testing 
 
Monday, December 27, 2021 
How singing can help bring back language, provide community for people with aphasia 
When someone suffers a brain injury and loses the ability to speak, read and communicate, typically 
after a stroke, that condition is known as aphasia. 
 
Remembering evolutionary biology pioneer E.O. Wilson 
The Pulitzer Prize-winning biologist and longtime Harvard professor died on Sunday at the age of 92. 
 
Deadly flooding in Brazil displaces more than 35,000 people 
At least 18 people are dead and more than 35,000 displaced after heavy rains gave way to flooding in 
the northeastern Brazilian state of Bahia. 
 
Homeless service provider in Oregon face challenges of snow, cold and COVID-19 during holidays 
Homeless service providers in the state say they're struggling to keep people who are experiencing 
homelessness safe in the snow and below freezing conditions. 
 
Biggest sports stories in 2021: COVID-19 complicates yet another year for athletes, fans 
We saw a little bit of everything — from games cancelled due to COVID-19 outbreaks, to a summer 
Olympics essentially in a bubble and championship trophies hoisted across the bows... 
 
Massachusetts' conservative GOP party eyes opportunities in 2022 
Moderate Republican Gov. Charlie Baker's announcement that he won’t seek re-election energized 
Massachusetts’ Republican Party, which is increasingly dominated by pro-Trump conservatives. 
 
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear describes tornado recovery in his state 
The Kentucky governor shares how recovery is going from this month's deadly tornadoes. 
 
Anti-apartheid icon Archbishop Desmond Tutu dies at 90 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who won the Nobel Prize for his long struggle to free South Africa from 
the racist policies of its apartheid-era government, has died in Cape Town. 
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A look at the James Webb telescope's successful Christmas Day launch 
Over the weekend, NASA launched the world's biggest and most powerful telescope yet. 
 
Mass. towns build first cloud-based microgrids to protect energy future 
Two environmental justice communities in Massachusetts are preparing for the worst and planning for 
a more resilient energy future. 
 
Rate of daily U.S. cases grows as highly contagious omicron variant spreads rapidly 
The U.S. is reporting an average of nearly 150,000 new coronavirus cases a day. 
 
Country singer Sturgill Simpson on his musical debt to the late great John Prine 
Simpson pays tribute to his musical mentor Prine on the album "Broken Hearts & Dirty Windows Vol. 
2." 
 
Tax season is right around the corner: Here's how you can get a head start before 2022 
Business analyst Jill Schlesinger shares her tips for how to get ahead of the game. 
 
Tuesday, December 28, 2021 
Moussaka, croissants and oysters comprise chef Kathy Gunst's memorable food moments of 2021 
Chef Kathy Gunst shares a recipe for her daughter's moussaka — a blend of sauteed ground lamb with 
spices, layered with thin slices of potatoes and eggplant and then blanketed... 
 
The state of global journalism today and beyond 
Journalist Maria Ressa is facing trumped-up charges from the Philippines government that could lead 
to 100 years in jail. But to help others in similar situations, she's teamed up to... 
 
New technology helps New York City renters deal with lack of heat 
The idea is to help tenants in NYC force their landlords to fix ongoing heat issues. 
 
Extreme weather, climate anxiety and presidential pivot mark top 2021's climate stories 
Around the world this year, we've watched fires burn, temperatures plummet, drought worsen and 
floods engulf towns. Yet, while it sounds grim, the year was not without its moments of... 
 
New public lands chief is on the frontline of Biden's climate agenda 
The fossil fuel industry expects new drilling opportunities, putting President Biden's public lands chief 
in a tight spot. 
 
Connecticut to distribute COVID-19 rapid tests, masks as early as Thursday 
Gov. Lamont says the plan to distribute more than 3 million COVID-19 rapid tests and 6 million N95 
masks to residents is "the best defense" against COVID-19 in the state. 
 
Housing economist forecasts 2022 real estate market 
This year's real estate market was a wild ride marked by low inventory, bidding wars and prices 
surging to historic highs. 
 
The pandemic, Jan. 6 Capitol attack, scientific discoveries: Looking back at the year of news 
As we approach the final days of 2021, we look back on the year that was and the year ahead with The 
Atlantic's Derek Thompson. 
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Sunbelt states are hard at work petitioning to attract electric car makers — here's why 
Sunbelt states like Georgia are aggressively wooing electric vehicle makers and suppliers as they seek 
to chip away at the auto dominance Michigan has held for more than a century. 
 
Dive into Jackson Browne's Grammy-nominated 'Downhill From Everywhere' 
"Downhill From Everywhere" has received a Grammy nomination for Best Americana Album. 
 
Washington Health Secretary weighs in on omicron response as frigid weather closes testing sites 
In Washington state, some COVID-19 vaccination and testing sites are closed Tuesday due to severe 
cold weather. 
 
CDC shortens COVID-19 isolation and quarantine guidelines 
The new shorter isolation and quarantine times are for people with asymptomatic COVID-19 
symptoms. 
 
Wednesday, December 29, 2021 
Former Senate Leader Harry Reid dies at 82 
Reid oversaw the passage of the Affordable Care Act and was a crucial legislative partner to former 
President Barack Obama. 
 
Insuring nature against extreme storms starts with a coral reef in Mexico 
Climate change is forcing the insurance industry to adapt and come up with new products.s 
 
Heavy snowfall replenishes Sierra Nevada mountains 
Dangerously low snowpack levels in the Sierra Nevada mountains are getting a much-needed boost. 
 
From discoveries on Mars to lemurs with rhythm: Unpacking the top 2021 science stories 
This year, there were vaccine breakthroughs for COVID-19 and malaria. The cicadas emerged from 
underground, and Perseverance landed on Mars. 
 
Entry-level workers face challenges entering the remote workforce 
Younger workers are tech savvy but there are challenges to entering the workforce from home. 
 
Indiana emergency dept. nurse on rising COVID-19 cases, staff burnout 
As the number of COVID-19 patients in hospitals rises, Indiana is one of the states where members of 
the military are helping out. 
 
Maine increases solar capacity 
Maine is increasing its capacity to generate more low-polluting electricity from the sun through a new 
community solar program. 
 
Remembering NFL Hall of Fame coach John Madden 
Madden has died at the age of 85. 
 
2021 wasn't all bad: Here & Now listeners share their memorable moments of the year 
Our listeners share what challenges they faced and what moments of joy from 2021 they’ll hold onto 
heading into 2022. 
 
Navigating travel insurance in the COVID-19 era 
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Airline companies canceled thousands of flights over the busy Christmas weekend and in the days that 
followed. 
 
2021 in cybersecurity: Big year for hackers, but the good guys scored some wins 
2021 was a crucial year for hackers attacking companies and demanding ransoms in the U.S., most 
notably the shutdown of the Colonial Pipeline for several days. 
 
Looking back on COVID in 2021: 'We got the science right' but politics and social science intervened 
As the second year of the pandemic comes to a close, the death toll has surpassed 800,000 and omicron 
is changing the COVID landscape yet again. 
 
Thursday, December 30, 2021 
A new, more decentralized way of work 
The way we work has been upended by the pandemic. Some have found a new, more decentralized 
way of working called a DAO. 
 
Bobsledder Cynthia Appiah explains the monobob — a new Olympic event debuting in Beijing 
A Winter Olympics like no other is coming in February. 
 
2021 in U.S. labor movements: From nurses and tractor makers on strike to 'The Great Resignation' 
U.S. labor movements captivated headlines this year, whether it was the first union in Starbucks' 50-
year history or graduate students heading to the picket line before finals. 
 
Phase one of the U.S. and China's trade deal comes to a close 
Phase one is set to end Dec. 31, but China has fallen short of its promise by reaching barely a tenth of 
its target purchases. 
 
Top national security stories of 2021 
As the year comes to an end, many of the world's most urgent security threats promise to spill over into 
2022. 
 
Ghislaine Maxwell found guilty in sex abuse trial 
Maxwell has long denied the charges against her, and her family says it will appeal the verdict. 
 
Lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic 
As epidemiologists prepare for the next pandemic, STAT's Helen Branswell has been taking stock of 
some lessons she's learned from COVID-19. 
 
Developing apps for the hearing impaired 
New technologies help people better understand in-person conversations, phone calls and streaming 
media. 
 
Remembering those lost to COVID-19 in 2021 
We remember Barbara Gill, Willie Louise Richardson, and Dick and Shirley Meek.   
 
The origins of the 'Rick Roll': Rick Astley on his role as an internet meme 
The video for Rick Astley's song "Never Gonna Give You Up" became a quintessential internet meme 
known as "Rick-Rolling." 
 
The economy roared back in 2021. Will that continue in 2022? 
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The number of American workers filing for unemployment benefits last week fell to a five-decade low. 
 
Friday, December 31, 2021 
Conservator unearths 1887 cornerstone box from toppled Confederate monument 
Virginia conservators opened a copper box from 1887 found this week in the pedestal of a monument 
to Confederate general Robert E. Lee. 
 
'Hoping we don't take two steps back': Transgender veterans reflect on gains made in 2021 
This year, President Joe Biden repealed a Trump administration ban on transgender people serving in 
the military. 
 
National Weather Service Director reflects on nearly a decade at the agency 
Director Louis Uccellini will retire from the National Weather Service on Jan. 1. 
 
'Men Don't Break' tops one conductor's list of classical music highlights of 2021 
Terence Blanchard's "Fire Shut Up in My Bones" is the first opera by a Black composer presented in 
the Metropolitan Opera's 138-year history.  
 
Colorado wildfires destroy hundreds of homes, force evacuations near Denver 
The fire has destroyed hundreds of homes. 
 
A year in politics overshadowed by Jan. 6 
2021 began with the riot and storming of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 and soon after, President Trump's 
second impeachment for inciting those events. 
 
Pianist Isata Kanneh-Mason and cellist Sheku release joint album 
The sibling British classical musicians have garnered millions of fans around the world. 
 
Remembering two mothers lost to COVID-19 this year 
We remember the lives of Alicia Ugartechea and Usha Subrahmanyam. 
 
Looking at life in Russia, three decades after the collapse of the Soviet Union 
Vladimir Putin has called the fall of the Soviet Union "the greatest geopolitical disaster of the 20th 
century." 
 
COVID-19, climate change, democracy on the edge: A global reflection on 2021 
When there was so much news in 2021 to follow just in the U.S., understanding global trends can seem 
daunting. 
 
Social media in 2021: What's likely to stay trendy next year 
From climate change to TikTok challenges to Facebook's Meta, 2021 was a remarkable year for social 
media. 
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Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 

“Radio Boston” 
(October, November, December 2021) 

 
October 2021 
 
Friday, October 1, 2021 
Week in review: The St. Vincent nurses strike, COVID mandates and the latest at 'Mass and Cass' 
We sit down with Michael Curry, the President and CEO of the Massachusetts League of Community 
Health Centers. and Jennifer Braceras, the Director of the Independent Women's Law Center at... 
 
Monday, October 4, 2021 
Checking the Score: Brady comes up with another win in Gillette Stadium 
Belichick and Brady faced off last night in front of a packed house at Gillette Stadium. We'll talk about 
how the two celebrated the reunion, and also touch on whether... 
 
Making sense of the pandemic in Massachusetts 
We speak with Dr. Shira Doron, infectious disease physician and hospital epidemiologist at Tufts 
Medical Center. 
 
Revelations from the Facebook whistleblower 
We speak to Hiawatha Bray, a Technology Reporter from The Boston Globe, to break down the new 
revelations and accusations. 
 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 
Checking in with MBTA General Manager Steve Poftak 
We take listener calls and talk with MBTA General Manager Steve Poftak about what it will take to 
get riders back, and the latest updates on a handful of recent... 
 
The movement to clear an accused 'witch's' name more 300 years after she was convicted 
Back in 1692, Johnson Jr. was one of hundreds accused of witchcraft. She was sentenced to death, but 
a day before she was set to be hanged, her death was... 
 
Two Mass. cases and a new Supreme Court term in Washington 
The court is set to take up cases related to abortion, gun rights, and affirmative action. 
 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
The newest developments in the Boston mayoral race 
We unpack the latest news in the Boston mayoral race with Gin Dumcius, Managing Editor of the 
Dorchester Reporter, and Lisa Kashinsjy, author of the Massachusetts Playbook and reporter for... 
 
Preventing pandemics by stopping the spread of viruses from animals to people 
When you think of pandemic prevention, I'm sure things like vaccination, healthcare system readiness, 
and acquiring adequate PPE come to mind. But what if pandemic prevention also means monitoring 
how... 
 
One big idea for how to spend Massachusetts' $5.2 billion in federal relief money 
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There's a proposal at the State House to use COVID relief money to right long-time systemic inequities 
laid bare by the pandemic. We speak with Massachusetts State Senator Adam Hinds,... 
 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 
Anita Hill's mission to end gender-based violence 
Professor Anita Hill says the first steps are acknowledging the problem and investing in measuring it. 
"Because you can't fix what you haven't measured and acknowledged," she tells Radio Boston. 
 
Welcoming families from Afghanistan 
We speak Emma Tobin, the Chief Programming Officer at the International Institute of New England, 
to hear how they're helping welcome Afghan families. 
 
Checking in with Boston Public Schools Superintendent Brenda Cassellius 
Brenda Cassellius, Superintendent of the Boston Public Schools, joins us to talk about how the district 
is dealing with a host of challenges, including learning loss, food distribution challenges and... 
 
Friday, October 8, 2021 
Week in review: The Boston mayoral race, social media woes and state spending 
This week, we're debriefing everything from the Boston mayoral race to social media woes to state 
spending. 
 
Preparing for the Boston Marathon 
After last year's historic postponement, we check-in with reporter Alex Ashlock about how runners and 
city officials are preparing for the big day. 
 
Monday, October 11, 2021 
Remembering indigenous marathon runner Ellison 'Tarzan' Brown 
We hear from Anna Brown-Jackson, Tarzan Brown's granddaughter. Anna tells us her grandfather ran 
his whole life, and though she was only seven or eight when he died and therefore... 
 
Dispatches from Hopkinton on Marathon Monday 
We speak to Norman Khumalo, the town manger of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, about what it was like 
to prepare for today's historic race. 
 
With elite races in the books, more Boston Marathon runners reach Copley Square 
We check in with reporter Alex Ashlock, who's been out on the course all day covering the race for 
WBUR. 
 
Reflecting on the long-delayed, highly anticipated 125th Boston Marathon 
While each running of the marathon is special in its own way, will this year's have a particular place in 
history? And will there be lessons learned for the next... 
 
Our evolving recognition of Indigenous history as a country, and a region 
We speak with Paula Peters, or Sonk Waban, a member of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe and an 
independent scholar of Wampanoag history. 
 
Tuesday, October 12, 2021 
A four-star general on lessons from how Boston handled the pandemic 
Retired Army four-star Gen. Stanley McChrystal, now at Yale, joins us to talk about his new book, on 
lessons from Boston's early pandemic response, Afghanistan and 9/11 to better understand... 
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New WBUR series examines potential impacts of growing offshore wind industry 
In a new series called "Power Shift, the Promise of Offshore Wind," WBUR and E&E News look 
deeply at wind and what it means for us and the world. 
 
The promise of off-shore wind energy in New England 
Plus, we take listener COVID-19 questions in our Ask The Doctors. And we hear from a retired four-
star general on how to understand and mitigate risk. 
 
Ask The Doctors: Vaccine deadline enforcement kicks in for Boston city workers; A pill for COVID-
19? 
Infectious disease experts Dr. Sabrina Assoumou with Boston Medical Center and Dr. Helen Boucher 
at Tufts Center join us to dig into the latest on the pandemic. 
 
Reflecting on a different marathon 
We check-in with WBUR Reporter Yasmin Amer from Heartbreak Hill, on how spectators are 
experiencing the marathon differently this year. 
 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 
Michelle Wu up by 32 points in Boston mayoral race 
We break down the latest numbers from a poll by WBUR, the Dorchester Reporter, The Boston 
Foundation, and MassINC Polling Group. 
 
New self portrait exhibit aims to connect strangers from behind their masks 
Grocery stores, restaurants - sometimes even street corners - remain full of masked faces. Gloucester's 
Cape Ann Museum to send out art supplies to residents of the region to make... 
 
Supreme Court hears oral arguments in Marathon bomber case 
The Supreme Court held oral arguments today involving the death sentence for convicted Boston 
marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. We speak with Kimberly Atkins-Stohr, senior opinion writer 
for the Boston Globe,... 
 
Meet the cupcake baker running Boston's first residential kitchen 
Lisa Mackin is the very first person with a permit to operate a residential kitchen in Boston, thanks to a 
new law approved by the city council earlier this year. 
 
Thursday, October 14, 2021 
How voters feel about Boston Public Schools 
We find out what voters think about the state of Boston Public Schools with WBUR's Max Larkin. 
 
'It is our goal to fire no one': MGH president on looming employee vaccination deadline 
About 800 employees — including a small number of physicians and nurses — still aren't vaccinated 
as of Thursday afternoon and are at risk of suspension or losing their jobs. 
 
Historian Nathaniel Philbrick's new book, "Travels with George: In Search of Washington and His 
Legacy," chronicles two parallel journeys, more than two centuries apart. We talk with Philbrick about 
Washington's... 
 
Friday, October 15, 2021 
Week in Review: Boston mayoral race, COVID and offshore wind 
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We debrief the week's headlines, and take your calls, on everything from the Boston mayoral race to 
COVID and vaccine mandates to offshore wind. 
 
Checking the Score: Do the Red Sox have what it takes to beat the Astros and head to the World 
Series? 
The Red Sox are preparing to take on the Houston Astros tonight in Game 1 of the American League 
Champion Series. Do the Sox have what it takes to make... 
 
Monday, October 18, 2021 
New book shines light on motherhood through the people, objects and experiences of birth 
In "Designing Motherhood: Things That Make And Break Our Births" design historians Michelle 
Millar Fisher and Amber Winick examine dozens of objects, people, and actions connected with birth 
and motherhood. 
 
Boston Police arrested a man while he was having a stroke 
The incident raises more questions about accountability within the Boston Police Department. 
WBUR's Ally Jarmanning first uncovered this incident last week, and joins us to bring us the latest. 
 
School lunch-shaming is now outlawed in Massachusetts 
Plus, we breakdown the push for universal free school lunches in Massachusetts. 
 
Hundreds of state employees could be suspended following weekend vaccine deadline 
The deadline for state employees to submit proof of vaccination was Sunday. WBUR's Callum 
Borchers brings us the latest on how many state workers could be affected, and what the... 
 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021 
Michelle Wu opens up about family history at WBUR Town Hall 
It was the first of two candidate town halls hosted by WBUR at CitySpace. The second was with Wu's 
opponent, Boston City Councilor Annissa Essaibi George. 
 
It's spooky season once more in Salem 
We talk with Mayor Driscoll about how challenging it was to go without a celebration last year, and 
what folks can expect if they are headed to Salem over the... 
 
Ask the Doctors: Mix and match vaccine boosters, mandates 
We take listener calls with Dr. Davidson Hamer, infectious diseases physician at Boston Medical 
Center, and Dr. Gabriela Andujar Vazquez, associate hospital epidemiologist at Tufts Medical Center. 
 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
The view from 'Mass. and Cass,' the day after Janey orders tents to come down 
In an executive order, Acting Boston Mayor Kim Janey has declared a public health crisis, and that the 
city will use existing laws to remove people from their tents. 
 
New exhibit aims to reclaim the word 'witch' 
A new exhibit at Salem's Peabody Essex Museum aims to introduce us to today's witches, sans 
broomsticks, while also confronting the dungeons and hanging trees of our our own storied... 
 
It's peak apple season in New England. Here's a look at today's apple culture 
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We take listener calls on apples, loaded with flavor and meaning from at least biblical times, and 
perennial American classics. They're quintessentially fall (move over pumpkins), peak New England 
and... 
 
Thursday, October 21, 2021 
The fight over Lawrence Public Schools 
After a physical altercation at Lawrence High School grabbed media attention earlier this month, the 
city is debating who controls its schools. Is it time to end its 10-year receivership? 
 
How women, from myth to television, are taking care of business 
We take listener calls with Maria Tatar, the author of "The Heroine with 1001 Faces" and the chair of 
the Program in Folklore and Mythology at Harvard University. 
 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren on social spending package: 'Everybody's got to give a little' 
Will the Democratic party bring its big promises home to Massachusetts, by its own deadline? "I sure 
hope so," says Senator Warren. 
 
Friday, October 22, 2021 
Annissa Essaibi George talks about race, her personal story at WBUR Town Hall 
It was the second of two candidate town halls hosted by WBUR at CitySpace. The first was with 
Essaibi George's opponent, Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu. 
 
Week in Review: Acting Mayor Janey declares homelessness a public health crisis, and the latest on 
COVID boosters and vaccines for children 
Plus, with less than two weeks to go, we check in on the Boston mayoral race. 
 
Monday, October 25, 2021 
Why teachers are burnt out, and what we can do about it 
We sit down with Takeru Nagayoshi, 2020's Massachusetts Teacher of the Year, to hear why he left 
the profession. 
 
Mass. officials warn against feeding wildlife as coyote attacks increase 
This year in Massachusetts, there have been reports of six people being bitten by coyotes, with the 
same number last year. Those 12 attacks make up half of all coyote... 
 
As Suffolk County sheriff pushes 'Mass. and Cass' plan, Boston begins tent removal 
WBUR senior correspondent Deborah Becker joins us to discuss the latest developments in the public 
health crisis in the area near Massachusetts Avenue and Melnea Cass Boulevard in the South... 
 
The Boston mayoral race enters the final week 
As the Boston mayoral race heads into its final week, we check in with Boston Globe political reporter 
Emma Platoff. 
 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 
Let's give 'em pumpkin to talk about! From recipes to creating a jack-o'-lantern 
We take listener calls as we ask our experts how to pick out the best pumpkin, create a Jack O' Lantern 
with "a soul," and how to enjoy the fruits... 
 
Oh my gourd! Talking all things pumpkin ahead of Halloween 
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Plus, the latest news on booster shots, mask mandates, and the final week before the Boston mayoral 
election. 
 
Boston mayoral race: Candidates hit Election Day home stretch after final debate 
Election Day in Boston's historic mayoral race between City Councilors Michelle Wu and Annissa 
Essaibi George is just one week away. 
 
Tufts Medical Center's Dr. Shira Doron answers coronavirus questions 
For the latest on masks, boosters, kid's vaccines -- even "plus" versions of the delta variant --- we turn 
to Dr. Shira Doron, infectious disease physician and hospital epidemiologist at... 
 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 
Beacon Hill approaches redistricting deadline for future House races 
We get the latest update on redistricting on Beacon Hill. 
 
The fallout after last night's nor'easter 
We speak to Brian Gallant, the Emergency Management Director of Sandwich, to hear how recovery 
efforts are going. 
 
Catching up with mayoral candidate Michelle Wu 
We are taking time this week to sit down with both Boston mayoral candidates to ask them our 
questions, and yours. And we start with Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu. 
 
Thursday, October 28, 2021 
Storm clean-up continues as thousands remain without power or heat 
Cities and towns on the South Shore, Cape Cod, and elsewhere are continuing clean-up efforts after 
Tuesday's Nor'easter. 
 
Catching up with mayoral candidate Annissa Essaibi George 
We are taking time this week to sit down with both Boston mayoral candidates to ask them our 
questions, and yours. Today, we talk with Boston City Councilor Annissa Essaibi... 
 
More tents cleared near 'Mass. and Cass' 
Thursday at Southampton Street and Theodore Glenn Way, city workers cleared about a dozen tents. 
WBUR Senior Correspondent Deborah Becker was there, and she joins us. 
 
Friday, October 29, 2021 
Week in Review: Democrats grapple with Build Back Better, and 'Mass. and Cass' takes center stage in 
Boston mayoral race 
We're joined by Jennifer Nassour, former chair of the Massachusetts Republican Party, and founder 
and president of the PocketbookProject, which supports center-right women for elected office, and 
Michael Curry, president... 
 
Victor Wooten and his electric bass take center stage at the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Acclaimed bass player Victor Wooten is playing his third installment of his series "The Lesson" at the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, starting tonight. 
 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley on Building Back Better 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley joins us. 
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November 2021 
 
Monday, November 1, 2021 
Pediatrician weighs in on efforts to vaccinate children ages five through 11 
For so many parents it's a relief: children ages 5 to 11 are now eligible to get vaccinated. On one hand, 
this isn't new: we as a state have been... 
 
A new courtroom is up and running at the Suffolk County jail 
It's for processing people living in the area around Massachusetts Avenue and Melnea Cass Boulevard 
with outstanding warrants -- trying to get them off the street, and into treatment. 
 
Checking in on the Boston mayoral race, on the eve of election day 
With less than 24 hours to go before Boston voters head to the polls to vote for the city's next mayor, 
we take a look at where the race stands,... 
 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 
Boston voters head to the polls today to cast their ballots in an historic mayoral election 
We check in with WBUR Senior political reporter Anthony Brooks, and WBUR Senior State House 
reporter Steve Brown, who have each been out talking with voters at polling locations across... 
 
Preparing for the next pandemic means fundamentally shifting how we view health 
In his new book, "The Contagion Next Time," Dr. Sandro Galea takes stock of the world's health 
before COVID-19, and where we are now as we look to future threats. 
 
Ask The Doctors: Answering kid vaccination questions 
We take listener coronavirus questions. 
 
Wednesday, November 3, 2021 
Terri Lyne Carrington and the next generation of women and non-binary jazz musicians 
Terri Lyne Carrington, founder of the Berklee Institute of Jazz and Gender Justice, joins us to discuss a 
new program being launched this winter - The Next Jazz Legacy. 
 
A new mayor in Boston 
We review this year's historic race and look ahead to what's next with Massachusetts Senator Sonia 
Chang-Díaz and Michael Curry, President and CEO of the Massachusetts League of Community 
Health... 
 
Mayoral races across Massachusetts 
Boston was not the only city to elect a new mayor last night -- voters in 55 Massachusetts cities and 
towns cast ballots, including in some critical mayoral races. 
 
Thursday, November 4, 2021 
Somerville Mayor-elect Katjana Ballantyne talks about her priorities before taking office 
Katjana Ballantyne is one of 34 mayors elected this week, and one of the eleven new mayors. That 
means the face of our region is changing. We'd like to get... 
 
Vaccines for kids arrive in Massachusetts 
We sit down with WBUR Health Reporter Gabrielle Emanuel to discuss what the vaccine roll-out for 
kids might look like. 
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Horseshoe crab blood is vital in vaccine development — but they're starting to disappear 
The industry surrounding horseshoe crabs' valuable blood has taken on new significance amidst the 
race for coronavirus vaccines. 
 
Sen. Ed Markey on climate and social spending 
Massachusetts Senator Ed Markey is heading to the UN's climate change conference, even as climate 
funding and the rest of Democrats' Build Back Better agenda still hasn't passed here at... 
 
Friday, November 5, 2021 
Week in Review: Michelle Wu's historic win for mayor of Boston 
Plus, we dissect what different stakeholders have to say about the crisis at Mass. and Cass, and if 
parents in the Commonwealth will sign their kids up to get vaccinated. 
 
Monday, November 8, 2021 
The latest on Mass. and Cass, city's plan for tents 
We hear from Marty Martinez, Chief of Health and Human Services for the City of Boston. And 
WBUR Senior Correspondent, Deborah Becker, who has spent the day at Mass. and... 
 
Solving brain diseases by treating them like crime scenes 
In his new book, "The Brain Under Siege: Solving the Mystery of Brain Disease and How Scientists 
Are Following the Clues to a Cure", Dr. Howard Weiner explores the so-called... 
 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 
General Electric announces plans to divide itself into three different companies 
With news that General Electric is splitting itself into three separate companies, we take stock of what 
this means for Boston, GE's Boston HQ, the company's workers, and the industry... 
 
An online portal to the real thoughts and feelings of Boston 
We dive into MIT's series of community discussions, Real Talk for Change, and the online portal that 
allows anyone to hear what people from across Boston are really thinking. 
 
When will everyone need a booster shot? 
We turn to Dr. Shira Doron, Infectious disease physician and hospital epidemiologist at Tufts Medical 
Center. 
 
Wednesday, November 10, 2021 
Exploring toxic culture in youth sports 
For many, these instances of hate clash with how much sports can be an integral part of school and 
family life - Saturdays spent at the softball field or baseball... 
 
Bringing classical music to Boston's un-housed population 
Shelter Music Boston uses music to bring a sense of comfort and peace to people experiencing 
homelessness. 
 
A new approach to Mass. and Cass from someone who's experienced homelessness 
We speak to Brendan Little, a member of the state's Opioid Recovery and Remediation Fund Advisory 
Council, about how social connection and community can help people recover. 
 
Thursday, November 11, 2021 
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Congressman Auchincloss reflects on Afghanistan, Veterans Day 
Congressman Jake Auchincloss of the Massachusetts 4th District served in Afghanistan as a young 
marine. He has advocated extensively for veteran's issues. 
 
How Boston blamed the head of Massport for 9/11, and how's she's become her own hero 
Virginia Buckingham spent the last 20 years since 9/11 carrying pain, guilt and public blame for the 
attacks. She tells that story, and how she became her own hero, in... 
 
A Veteran and a Gold Star father on our Afghan allies 
John Velis and Steve Xiarhos spoke with Radio Boston's Jamie Bologna back in August, as the war 
came to a close, and the Taliban returned to power. 
 
Friday, November 12, 2021 
Week-in-Review: Mass. and Cass, COVID and schools, and toxic culture in youth sports 
This week, we're joined by former Boston City Councilor Tito Jackson, now CEO of Verdant Medical, 
and Charlie Chieppo, senior fellow at the Pioneer Institute and a principal at Chieppo... 
 
Monday, November 15, 2021 
The ins and outs of vaccinating kids ages 5 to 11 
Hundreds of vaccine clinics around the Commonwealth are now equipped to vaccinate children ages 5 
through 11. Clinics like Boston's Museum of Science are set up to cater to kids... 
 
How one parent feels about the Curley School closing in Jamaica Plain 
After a COVID-19 outbreak earlier this month, the Curley School, a K-8 public school in Jamaica 
Plain, will stay closed until November 22nd, even though the State Commissioner of Education... 
 
Reflecting on Kim Janey's time leading Boston, and looking ahead to a Wu administration 
We take a deep look at the historic nature of Janey's time in office, what it has meant for the city of 
Boston, and what incoming Mayor Wu will face.... 
 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
Michelle Wu is now the Mayor of Boston 
Michelle Wu was sworn in as Mayor of Boston on Tuesday, officially becoming the first woman and 
first person of color in Boston's nearly-400 year history to be elected mayor.... 
 
Andrea Campbell and John Barros reflect on what's next for Boston in a Wu administration 
We take your calls and reflect on what that means for the city and region in the four years to come with 
John Barros, former chief of economic development, and... 
 
Ask the doctors: Are we headed into another surge? 
We take listener calls with Dr. Davidson Hamer, infectious diseases physician at Boston Medical 
Center, and Dr. Gabriela Andujar Vazquez, an infectious disease physician and associate hospital 
epidemiologist at Tufts... 
 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021 
Kilroy was here. No, seriously, he was here. 
Dive into the world of memes through reporting from Amory Sivertson and Ben Brock Johnson, co-
hosts of WBUR's podcast Endless Thread. Wednesday and Thursday we look at two memes with... 
 
Congressman Seth Moulton on the stakes of getting the new infrastructure spending right 
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We talk with Massachusetts Congressman Seth Moulton about the roughly 9 billion dollars that should 
be coming to Massachusetts as a result of the legislation, what he wants to see... 
 
Sweet, salty, simple: How New Englander Dorie Greenspan likes to bake 
Dorie Greenspan is out with a new cookbook that takes on some classics, switching salty and sweet 
flavors to create new masterpieces for every part of the day and the... 
 
Thursday, November 18, 2021 
"Scumbag Steve" and how we communicate through memes 
Just ask "Scumbag Steve," aka Blake Boston, of Millis, Massachusetts. Boston's face went viral a 
decade ago after a stranger pulled a picture his mother took of him from his... 
 
A conversation with former Governor of Massachusetts, Deval Patrick 
Massachusetts will receive around nine billion dollars in federal money now that the infrastructure bill 
in Washington, D.C. has been signed into law. We ask the former governor: what are... 
 
Mayor Wu moves to expand Boston's free bus pilot program 
On her first full day as mayor, Wu filed an appropriation order with the Boston City Council to 
allocate $8 million in federal funding to expand the city's fare-free bus... 
 
Friday, November 19, 2021 
Week in Review: Mayor Wu, COVID, and infrastructure 
We'll take your calls on Mayor Wu, COVID, and infrastructure with former Massachusetts Governor 
Jane Swift, now president and executive director of LearnLaunch, and Michael Curry, president and 
CEO of... 
 
Monday, November 22, 2021 
Checking in on Mass. and Cass 
We speak with WBUR's Deborah Becker and Carol Rose, the executive director of the ACLU of 
Massachusetts. 
 
How to navigate difficult conversations this Thanksgiving 
We take listener questions on how to navigate difficult conversations when reuniting with family this 
Thanksgiving with Rev. Mariama White-Hammond, the founding-pastor of the New Roots AME 
Church in Dorchester,... 
 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 
Ask The Doctors: Thanksgiving, as cases rise 
We take listener calls with Dr. Helen Boucher, infectious disease physician at Tufts Medical Center, 
and Dr. Cassandra Pierre, infectious diseases physician at Boston Medical Center. 
 
A tale of two school districts 
The Curley school in Jamaica Plain has reopened after a COVID outbreak forced the school to close 12 
days ago. Meanwhile, after removing the mask mandate policy three weeks ago,... 
 
All your Thanksgiving stuffing questions, answered 
We take listener calls with writer and Boston Globe contributor Tom Keane and local acclaimed chefs 
Joanne Chang and Bridget Lancaster on stuffing recipes and tips. 
 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
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What this holiday shopping season could mean for local retailers 
With Black Friday looming, Target declaring it's done opening on Thanksgiving, and the competition 
for dollars fierce, we want to check in with local retailers. 
 
Checking in on traffic, in the skies and on the roads 
We catch up with Ed Freni, Director of Aviation at Massport, to hear what Logan's seeing. Then we 
take listener calls with Jim Aloisi, former Massachusetts Secretary of Transportation, and... 
 
Time at home with novelist Andrew Krivak 
His 2020 novel "The Bear" just won the Massachusetts Book Award for fiction. We revisit a 
conversation he had with WBUR's Chris Citorik at his New Hampshire home. 
 
Thursday, November 25, 2021 
Rethinking our history, through holidays: A special Thanksgiving hour 
We bring you a special hour of Radio Boston, listening back to conversations about rethinking history, 
through the celebration and commemoration of holidays. 
 
Friday, November 26, 2021 
Record numbers of people seeking food this holiday season 
Plus, a look at all things fall food with revisited conversations on apples, pumpkins, and maple 
flavored cocktails. 
 
Monday, November 29, 2021 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday: Inside this year's holiday shopping trends 
Plus, how to keep your information safe while shopping online. 
 
Massachusetts lawmakers send genocide education bill to Gov. Baker's desk for signature 
New legislation would require middle and high school students learn about the Holocaust, and about 
genocide. It's sitting on Governor Charlie Baker's desk awaiting his signature. 
 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 
A 'tantalizing new clue' in the Gardner heist, more than 30 years later 
We discuss a "tantalizing clue," as one of our guests described it, in the Gardner Museum heist. Boston 
Globe investigative reporter Shelley Murphy and longtime investigative reporter Steve Kurkjian, 
author... 
 
With omicron 'inevitable' in the US, how do we model the next phase of the pandemic? 
The seven-day positive coronavirus test rate in Massachusetts is now just over 3.7%, the highest rate 
reported since the beginning of the year. And scientists predict the new, potentially more... 
 
Ask The Doctors: What you need to know about the omicron variant 
We take listener calls with Dr. Shira Doron, Infectious disease physician and hospital epidemiologist at 
Tufts Medical Center. And Dr. Sabrina Assoumou, infectious disease specialist at Boston Medical 
Center. 
 
December 2021 
 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
Reginald Dwayne Betts is on a quest to build 1,000 micro-libraries in prisons across the U.S. 
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The MacArthur Genius Award-winner talks about his vision, and how his experiences have shaped 
where he is today. 
 
Massachusetts farms still facing Christmas tree shortage this holiday season 
For many families, getting a Christmas tree is serious business. But this year it may be a different 
experience for some people thanks to a Christmas tree shortage that's been... 
 
Bye-bye Baker 
Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker finally put an end to the long-running speculation over whether 
he and Lt. Governor Karyn Polito would run for a third term on Wednesday. We get... 
 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 
Cape Ann pot shop sues city of Gloucester over fees charged in host community agreement 
HVV, Cape Ann's first recreational marijuana dispensary is suing the city of Gloucester over its host 
community agreement and fees charged in them. This is the second such lawsuit brought... 
 
The QR codes are coming. Now what? 
We speak with WBUR Business Reporter Yasmin Amer and Jim Rooney, president and chief 
executive officer of the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Another Hanukkah in a pandemic 
We were so hopeful that this year, this holiday season, things would be different. Or, maybe, that they 
wouldn't be -- that we'd be back to normal. But we continue... 
 
Friday, December 3, 2021 
Week in Review: Governor Charlie Baker passes on a third term as the state sees an increase in 
COVID cases 
Plus, the Senate narrowly voted to move forward the nomination of Suffolk County District Attorney 
Rachael Rollins for U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts. 
 
Monday, December 6, 2021 
Cradles to Crayons steps up to fill need created in holiday season 
We'll hear from Lynn Margherio, Founder and CEO of Cradles to Crayons. She told us about the 
increased need and what her organization is doing to ease the burden, one... 
 
A winter movie preview with film critic Ty Burr 
Plus, we get a temperature check on how the movie industry is adjusting to the pandemic, and how 
movie-goers are reacting. 
 
What new clothes could mean for a child in need 
Plus, grab your popcorn because we're taking a trip to the movies with writer and film critic Ty Burr. 
We discuss his favorites of what's come out this year and... 
 
Draftkings' hazy future, and a Patriots team on the rise 
Boston-based online fantasy sports and sports betting company Draft Kings has been spending a lot of 
money on advertising lately, with some analysts wondering if the company is making bad... 
 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 
Clarifying messaging around COVID, vaccines, and boosters ahead of the holidays 
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Plus, we take your listener questions during Ask the Docs with Dr. Michael Hirsh, Director of the 
Department of Public Health in Worcester, and Dr. Ted Ellerin, director of infectious... 
 
Do we have a coronavirus messaging problem? 
Why haven't we gotten a handle on the pandemic? We ask Robert Blendon, he's an emeritus professor 
of health policy and political analysis at the Harvard's Chan School of Public... 
 
Ask The Doctors: Why is it so hard to get a test, booster? 
We take listener questions with Dr. Michael Hirsh, Medical Director of the Department of Public 
Health in Worcester and director of pediatric trauma at UMass Memorial Health, and Dr. Todd... 
 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
Rachael Rollins will be the next U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts 
It comes after a fiery confirmation process and fierce Republican opposition to the progressive Suffolk 
County District Attorney. 
 
What to make of increased union activity 
While employers struggle to fill empty jobs, more workers are organizing and striking, like at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. Will this be just a blip on the radar, or... 
 
Plow driver shortage plagues Commonwealth as first snow blankets the region 
Plus, with snow on the way, many communities are getting their snow clearing fleets ready. Or trying. 
There's a shortage of workers to drive the plows and keep the streets... 
 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 
How Afghan families are settling into their new lives in Massachusetts 
Plus, we learn the logistics of re-settling families from the International Institute of New England. 
 
An exit interview with Marty Martinez, Boston's top public health official 
Marty Martinez, who has served as Boston's Chief of Health and Human Services under three mayors, 
is stepping down at the end of the week. 
 
A conversation with Huma Abedin 
Earlier this week, Huma Abedin, a longtime aide to Hillary Clinton, was in town to talk about her new 
memoir, "Both/And: A Life in Many Worlds" at WBUR's CitySpace. 
 
Friday, December 10, 2021 
Attorneys, variants, and labor shortages, oh my! 
Plus, we take a look at some of the family-friendly holiday sights and activities going on in and around 
Boston this weekend with WBUR Artery reporter Cristela Guerra. 
 
Week In Review: Rollins, Omicron and Future Of Work 
We take listener calls with Jim Stergios, Executive Director of Pioneer Institute, a Boston-based think 
tank that focuses on education, healthcare and economics. And Renee Graham, a Boston Globe 
columnist... 
 
Monday, December 13, 2021 
Massachusetts to distribute more than 2 million at-home rapid COVID-19 tests 
WBUR Senior State House reporter Steve Brown joins us to highlight the most important info from 
Baker's press conference. Then, we turn to Michael Curry, CEO of the Massachusetts League... 
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Here's classic Christmas music to bop to — with local ties 
There's something about classic Christmas songs that stick in your head, the combination of the 
melodies and lyrics resting in your memory for years and years. And did you know,... 
 
More than 2 million rapid COVID tests are headed to local cities, towns 
Did you know Jingle Bells is about ... MEDFORD?! We take listener calls on Christmas music 
favorites, many of which are from around here. 
 
The local staffing crisis in special ed 
It seems everywhere you look right now in our economy, there are labor shortages and staffing 
challenges. Another place where families are really feeling the pinch -- special education classrooms.... 
 
Fun things to do around Boston this weekend 
We check-in with WBUR Arts Reporter Cristela Guerra about fun holiday activities happening in and 
around Boston this weekend. 
 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
Ask the Docs: As COVID case numbers rise, how to mitigate risk during the holidays 
Plus, we break down the latest developments in a treatment pill from Pfizer, and more. 
 
Just how worried should we be about omicron? And will our COVID vaccines hold up? 
We catch up with Dr. Barouch, the director of the Center for Virology and Vaccine Research at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center. 
 
Will the Legislature let pandemic mail-in and early voting reforms expire? 
Many municipalities benefited from reforms like mail-in and expanded early voting, but they're set to 
expire Wednesday. 
 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 
Congressman Seth Moulton on Ukraine and 'Build Back Better' 
Massachusetts Congressman Seth Moulton is fresh off a fact-finding congressional trip to the 
Ukrainian border, where it seems Russia is poised for invasion. 
 
Former U.S. Attorney Andrew Lelling reflects on the Jan. 6 riots, nearly one year later 
Plus, we talk with Lelling about the state of the Massachusetts Republican Party, and advice he would 
give his successor, Suffolk County District Attorney Rachael Rollins. 
 
Should we be talking to strangers more on the MBTA? 
The Twitterverse exploded after Boston Mayor Michelle Wu said in an interview with POLITICO, 
“We’ve got to change the culture of riding the T. It is a civic space for... 
 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 
When Charles Dickens came to Boston 
Charles Dickens' "A Christmas Carol" has been told and retold over almost two hundred years now, 
but did you know that thousands of people turned out in 1867 to hear... 
 
Balancing public safety and student mental health with omicron 
Should colleges and universities think about the trade-off between COVID health and mental health 
differently now? 
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The price of eggs could skyrocket if the state Legislature doesn't act fast 
Plus, we take listener calls on the best way to cook eggs, and if shoppers are worried about a price 
hike. 
 
Friday, December 17, 2021 
Week in Review: Omicron, eggs and voting 
We take your calls and review all the week's headlines with Tom Keane, former Boston City 
Councilor, writer for the Boston Globe, and regular contributor to WBUR's Cognoscenti, and Tito... 
 
'Black Nativity' and other fun things to do this weekend in the region 
The weather may not cooperate but hey, it’s December in Boston and we can’t let a few flakes and 
sleet getting in the way of enjoying the weekend! 
 
Monday, December 20, 2021 
Satisfy the cookie monsters in your life with these holiday treats and essential baking tips 
Love cookies and other sweet treats? Our guests offer up some simple recipes that will be fun for the 
whole family to bake together. 
 
Holiday baking tips and tricks with the experts 
We take listener calls with guests Lan Lam, a senior editor at Cooks Illustrated Magazine and a cast 
member of PBS's America's Test Kitchen, and Joe Gatto, private chef, culinary... 
 
Mayor Michelle Wu on new proof of vaccination requirements and her first month in office 
If you're going out to eat, or to the gym, or taking in a game or show in Boston -- you'll soon have to 
prove you've been vaccinated against COVID-19.... 
 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021 
Ask the Docs: As omicron spreads across the country, is history repeating itself? 
We take listener calls with Dr. Shira Doron, an epidemiologist at Tufts Medical Center, and Dr. Daniel 
Bourque, infectious disease expert at Boston Medical Center, where he specializes in global... 
 
National and state leaders ramp up pandemic resources as COVID surges 
President Biden announced a plan today to expand coronavirus test sites, distribute a half-billion at-
home free tests, and send more resources to hospitals, while Gov. Baker issued a mask advisory... 
 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021 
Local restaurants prepare for a second pandemic winter as omicron surges 
Omicron becomes the dominant strain in Massachusetts, and cases and hospitalizations continue to 
climb. This in an industry that's struggled to weather this pandemic for nearly two years already. 
 
How to keep the T moving 
The MBTA had old equipment and too little money before the pandemic. Now, ridership numbers are 
down, and there are too few employees. So how do we keep the T... 
 
Thursday, December 23, 2021 
We take your calls on your favorite reads with Jennifer De Leon, author, and editor of Wise Latinas 
and Katherine Nazzarro, bookseller and manager at Porter Square Books in Cambridge. 
 
Two Christian pastors on this year's Christmas message 
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We turn to Rev. Mariama White-Hammond founding-pastor at New Roots AME church in Dorchester, 
and Father John Unni, Catholic pastor of St. Cecilia Parish in Back Bay, to reflect during... 
 
Annissa Essaibi George reflects on her mayoral loss and looks to the future 
The at-large Boston city councilor jumped into the wide open mayoral race in March, and steadily rose 
to the top of the pack, drawing the second-highest vote count in September's... 
 
Friday, December 24, 2021 
A special Christmas Eve hour of Radio Boston 
From the local ties of some of your favorite Christmas songs, to a lesser-known story involving 
Charles Dickens and a trip to Boston, we ring in the holiday with a... 
 
Monday, December 27, 2021 
Books written by and about strong women 
We revisit this conversation on how women from Troy to New York City are heroines in their own 
right with Maria Tatar, author of the book, "The Heroine with 1001... 
 
Tuesday, December 28, 2021 
Four Black leaders on how they see Boston today and in the future 
A special hour of Radio Boston, in which we revisit a January 2021 hour with four Black leaders on 
how they see Boston today and in the future. 
 
Wednesday, December 29, 2021 
Revisiting what it's like to live LGBTQ in 2021 
Plus, we talk about the impact of the show "Pose" on local ballroom culture. 
 
Thursday, December 30, 2021 
This Changes Everything: How local college and university leaders are thinking about the lessons of 
the pandemic 
We discuss the obvious and the not-so-obvious challenges brought on by the pandemic, how the need 
to pivot quickly to remote learning created opportunities to reexamine institutional priorities, and 
how... 
 
Friday, December 31, 2021 
Radio Boston Special Hour: A conversation with Huma Abedin 
Huma Abedin is a longtime aide to Hillary Clinton, and her life story is complex. She went from a 
cloistered childhood spent in Saudi Arabia to the inner circle of... 
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