
ISSUES AND PROGRAMS FOR KQRX-FM

3rd Quarter 2021

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER
In an ongoing effort to serve the public interest, KQRX-FM offers a variety of programming responsive to the issues of concern to the 

ODESSA/MIDLAND area listening audience. Below is a list of significant programming treatment of those issues for the period.

ISSUES ADDRESSED IN THIS REPORT:
* Education

* Crime

* Economy

* Entertainment

* Pets

* Health

* Community

* Sports

* Youth

* Politics

These issues were addressed with News, PSA announcements, & long form PSA programming.



NEWS REPORT FOR KQRX-FM
3rd QUARTER 2021

July August September
Date TIME DURATION PROGRAM ISSUE DESCRIPTION

7/1/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, Politics, 
Sports, 
Entertainment, 
Community

Midlanders are still under water and asking 'now what?' as rain chances are increasing 
for the weekend, Governor Abbott meets former president Trump at the border to 
discuss the border crisis, NCAA athletes are now allowed to profit from their image with 
endorsments and video game pay

7/2/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Health, Sports, 
Entertainment

4th of July celebrations are ready to go off across west Texas after a much quieter 2020, 
Midland's Office of Emergency Management has asked residents to assess their flood 
damage, The space race is on as Richard Branson announces he will become an 
astronaught 9 days before Jeff Bezos

7/7/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Health, 
Entertainment, 
Pets, Sports

I-20 Wildlife Preserve has been closed to to flooding, Blood donations are critically low 
across the area, 336 calls have been made to MPD in regards to fireworks, Cracker 
Barrel now sells alcohol

7/8/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, Economy, 
Education, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

Blood donationas are critically low across the Permian Basin, More teens are working 
jobs today that were vacated by adults than ever before, Recent rains have caused 
flooding in Midland unlike years in the past due to homes actually in the flood plane, 
Classic video games are setting sales records at auction houses

7/9/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Education

Midland County has issued a disaster declaration deue to flooding after recent rains, 
West Odessa is seeing low water pressue problems across neighborhoods, A Midland 
man gets arrested for starting a fire in a CVS pharmacy and fighting with police

7/12/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, Health, 
Entertainment, 
Sports, Community

A driver passed away after crashing his vehicle in to The Clusters apartment complex 
last night, $55 million is going to renovate Hogan Park, Midland County has begun 
pumping water from flooded neighborhoods are residents point to drainage issues 

7/13/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Entertainment

Humane Society in Odessa has seen a noticable increase in dog  dumping cases, 
Midland County residents has been delivert porta-potties because of flood waters 
entering their homes and affecting running water, Many in Midland have recieved sex 
offender nearby notices recently in the mail

7/14/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, Education, 
Community, 
Entertainment, 
Health, Economy,  
Sports

Midland's Nueva Vista golf course is one of the onle green spaces in the area and has 
just been re-zoned as agricultural which will make it eventually easier to sell and 
develope homes on, 39 million Americans are set to recieve the chil tax credit, 
Consumer prices has shot up more this year than in the past 13 years

7/15/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

The overgrown grass in Midland due to recent rains will not make the area increase the 
budget (slow news day), Johnson and Johnson has recalled Aveeno suncreens, Joe 
'Tiger King' Exotic has managed to obtain a shortened sentance 

7/16/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, 
Entertainment, 
Crime

More money spent at the pup as ghas has increased .14 overnight, Carnival Cruise is 
adding a covid testing fee and travel insurance requirement, Wally Funk a trained 
astronaught will be the oldest person to ever been in space when Jeff Bezos' rocket 
goes up next week

7/26/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, Economy, 
Sports, 
Entertainment, 
Community

Area storms knocked out power for 1,500 west texas homes last night, Area home sales 
have consistently picked up over the past few months, Local Olympian Natalie Hinds 
brings home the bronze medal in the 4x100 freestyle

7/27/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Entertainment, 
Education

Local hospitals are preparing for a summertime/fall Covid surge of patients, Flood 
damage in Midland from recent rains and drainage issues has been estimated at 'well 
over' $350k, UT and Oklahoma are ready to move to the South Eastern Conference 



7/28/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Entertainment, 
Health, Sports

2 major water projects are going on north east of Midland to provide city water and 
sewar services to 8 upcoming neighborhoods, Midland City Council has approved $55 
million Hogan Park renovation, With Covid numbers reportedly on the rise mask 
mandates are coming back

7/29/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, 
Community, Sports, 
Entertainment

Local businesses and school are getting ready for the mask mandate, Odessa sports 
associations move from UTPB to Sherwood park with the thought of UTPB getting ready 
to build an actual football stadium for the Falcons, Mccormick spices have been 
recalled due to salmonella fears

7/30/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, 
Community, Sports, 
Health, Economy, 
Entertainment

Local Covid hospitalizations are on the rise to the tune of nearly double the cases of a 
month ago and bed space is in short supply, Midland Memorial Hospital nuses are short 
staffed and experiencing PTSD from the past 18 months, F.B.I. warns of scams targeting 
children through the recent child tax credit and Covid lottery winnings

8/2/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

MISD welcomes students back to the classroom as mask mandates stay, ECISD Stanton 
and Greenwood will bein classes next week, Midland county sales tax has rebounded 
upon are reopenings, A Whichita Falls woman has been arrested for having other 
people's id's and attempted to swallow her own car keys but was saved by the deputy

8/4/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Entertainment, 
Politics, Economy

A covid surge is occuring in area hospitals wit 20% positivity rate and a 6 month high in 
number of cases, The MCM Ice Rink may close after experiencing equipment issues and 
people have signed a petition to keep it, The Midland Development council is interested 
in making an aerospace corridor at Midland Internation Air and Space Port 

8/5/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Politics, 
Entertainment, 
Sports, Education

There are 26 road projects currently going on in Midland and 9 will require more time 
and money than what was originally planned and attached to the road bond going to 
2025, Midlanders raised $5,000 to help with an newborn babie's open heart surgery, 
Area parents are converned with the tone of a 7th grade English classes syllibus asking 
for 'only English to be spoken in class', A vaccine mandate for military members is 
expected to be announced on Friday

8/6/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, 
Community, Public 
Safety, Sports, 
Entertainment, 
Education, 
Economy

Medical Center Hospital in midland is reaching crisis level as there aren't any open beds 
and potential covid patients are waiting in the ER, 1000 new families are seeking 
placement in MISD, Martin County Food Pantry has opened up a new facility in Stanton, 
US Women's Beach Volleyball takes home the gold as the United States stays in medal 
lead

8/9/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Economy, 
Community, 
Entertainment, 
Sports, Youth

Midland's senior centers are open again after 16 months and are currently half full, 
Local hospitals are outsourcing nurses as well as transporting patients to  other 
hospitals with open beds to deal with the recent Covid spike, Covid vaccinations are on 
the rise according to Coleman Clinic and local physicians

8/10/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

Midland county commissioners are adding a raise of sales tac to the November ballot, 
Ector County ISD has opened the 1st ever pre-k for 3 years olds in an effort to help 
parents working with young children, A total of 12 stash houses have been found in the 
Permian Basin since last October, Covid numbers in the area continue to rise as 
overflow tents get set up outside of Texas hospitals and health care workers stress

8/11/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Education

University of Texas predicts that by 9/6 Midland and Odessa will have record covid 
cases and hospitalizations, Medical Center Hospital in Odessa has purchased 40 
additional ventilators, The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has approved Andrews for 
holding high risk waste

8/12/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, Economy, 
Education, 
Entertainment, 
Pets, Sports

As Covid cases in the area continue to rise Midland Memorial Hospital's pediatric ward 
is full which means kids will now betreated in the emergency room, Masks continue to 
be optional in MISD and ECSD, A site plan has been made for the recently flooded and 
annexed Nueva Vista Golf Course in Midland which will contain 620 homes and 3 retail 
centers



8/13/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, Health, 
Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Politics, Sports

Midland Memorial Hospital has made the please for obeese people to get vaccinated as 
they see many issues with the virus complications tied to weight, Biden asks OPEC for 
more oil production which further proves he doesn't have the United States best 
interest in mind, Midland College is expecting an increased number of GED program 
enrollments

8/16/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, Education, 
Community, Sports, 
Entertainment, 
Health

MISD says nearly 300 have tested Covid positive in the 1st 2 weeks of school, Midland 
Memrial Hospital is low on space and uses an antibody cocktail to combat Covid, 
Experts say the current spike in Covid numbers will last longer than before, The Taliban 
have taken Afghanistan (because out president is an idiot), A Hatian esrthquake kills 
1300

8/17/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Education, 
Entertainment, 
Sports, Politics

MISD campus growth mirrors Midland, Fewer and fewer hospital beds available in the 
area as Covid spikes, Iraan/Shefield ISD ppd's school for 2 weeks as MISD meets on 
Covid mitigation efforts

8/18/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, Youth, 
Entertainment, 
Sports, Politics

Texas governor Greg Abbott has tested positive for Covid, Hospital staffs and systems 
are 'beyond stressed and stretched thin', UTPB and UT Austin will soon start working 
together to focus on developing small local businesses

8/19/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, Sports, 
Entertainment

Basin PBS with News West 9 held a town hall meeting about the recent covid surge and 
encouraged everyone to get vaccinated, A Midland pimp has been arrested, A Midland 
teen admits to vehicle arson while another is arrested for pointing a bb gun at drivers, 
Unvaccinated people are making up about 90% of hospital cases

8/20/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Politics, Sports

Midland College prepares for students to return to campus as Covid numbers continue 
to climb, An increased number of complications is being reported in regards to 
unvaccinated pregnant women, Regeneron Infusion centers are soon to be in west 
Texas, The 1st Midland College Florida Ave market is this weekend

8/23/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, 
Community, 
Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

The Hobby Lobby parking lot in Midland will be re-surfaces beginning in September a 
project that will last in to 2022, Midland Police Department is investigating a deadly 
crash from the weekend which occured off Wall street, Midland unemployment falls to 
6% for July, 17 inches of rain dumped on and flooded Tennessee over the weekend as 
Hurricane Henry makes landfall in the north east

8/24/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, 
Community, Sports, 
Entertainment, 
Economy

Hospitals are seeing younger and healthier patients in this wave of covid as the peak is 
believes to be reached in some locations in the country, The Iraan Shefield ISD shutting 
down has made CNN, Hgh School football begins this Friday, The Petroleum Museum is 
set to break ground on a STEM Eucation Center

8/25/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, 
Community, 
Health, Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

Oil ompanies in West Texas wrestle with vaccine mandates and masks, 621 new cases 
of Covid have sprung up in the past 48 hours in Midland, With many events pulling back 
the Midland County Fair is set to begin on Thursday and go through the weekend, The 
Federal Aviation Administration has had it with unruly passengers

8/26/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Education, 
Entertainment

30% of midlanders are testing positive for Covid as events cancel yet the Midland 
County Fair begins today, A mass booster shot station id teatively scheduled for 
September 14th in Midland, Midland eyes a Marriott Hotel in the downtown space, Big 
Brothers & Big Sisters of the Permian Basin are looking for mentor volunteers

8/27/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, Politics, 
Economy, Sports, 
Entertainment, 
Community, Sports

The Midland County Fair began yesterday and goes through the weekend as local 
leaders address concerns sayig "events at the Horseshoe will not be stopping", 
meanwhile Midland Memorial Hospital has requested a tent from the state for 
overflow patients, Ida is a category 3 hurricane and aiming for New Orleans expected to 
hit late Sunday

8/30/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Education, 
Community, Public 
Safety, Economy, 
Entertainment

Hurricane Ida slammed in to Louisiana yesterday as a category 4 and remained strong 
throughout the day, Blood donations across the Permian Basin are at extremely low 
and urgent loevels, Rig report shows an increase in drilling activity for west Texas



8/31/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Pets, Community, 
Sports, 
Entertainment, 
Politics

Today marks the 2 year anniversary of the Odessa mass shooting and there are some 
memorial flags around town, MISD has had a total of 1200 Covid cases since school 
began and the number is currently decreasing, There are plenty of vaccination sites 
around the Permian Basin, Louisiana looks to be without power and under water for 
the coming weeks after Hurricane Ida

9/1/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Politics, Sports, 
Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Pets, Community

Louisiana reels from the destruction of Hurricane Ida and avises evacuees to not return 
for a couple weeks until power comes back to the area, Odessa and Midland remember 
the mass shooting victims of 2 years ago with flags at Memorial Gardens in Odessa, 
Texas DPS has a new active alert system going live today to help alert residents of 
emergencies 

9/2/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Education

New Texas laws are in effect ranging from abortions to open carry of weapons, Labor 
Day weekend approaches and so are the chances of rain, Louisiana attemps to fix itself 
from Hurrican Ida which has not flooded New York, A mobile home was abandoned on 
the road in Kaufman County Texas

9/3/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Economy, Sports, 
Entertainment

Texas doctors are concerned of Covid spread over the Labor Day holiday weekend, 
Texas doctors urger Governor Abbott to end ban on mask mandates and vaccinations, 
Texas Department of Transportation has announced plans for Interstate 14 (I-14) which 
will stretch across the state and south of Midland / Odessa alleviating some truck traffic

9/14/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Education, 
Economy, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

Hurrican Nicholas has made landfall on the texas coast as a category one storm near 
Matagorda Bay and 20 inches on rainfall is expected through Louisiana, H.E.B. now sells 
jewlery, the NRC has issued a license for nuclear aste to be stored in Andrews, Midland 
County has approved $2.3 million for Midland Memorial Hospital

9/15/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Entertainment, 
Economy, 
Community, Sports

Hurricane Nicholas dumped 14" of rain on Galveston yesterday and 6" on Houston as it 
makes its way through Louisiana, Texas pushes back on the NRC's approval to store 
nuclear waste in Andrews, Midland Health Department to receive $1 million in grants, 
Covid continues to take its toll

9/16/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Entertainment, 
Sports

Covid 19 vaccinations are available at multiple sites locally for the public, The Midland 
Rockhounds have been eliminated from playoff contention after a loss last night to 
Tulsa, Elon Musk and Space X have send up the 1st ever all amateure astronaught crew 
of 4 people in to orbit where they will stay for 3 days and space tourism is here.

9/17/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Health, 
Community, 
Economy, 
Entertainment

Texas Department of Transportation announces that frontage roads of I-20 are one 
direction only after many drivers have gone the wrong way down frontage roads 
recently, A plane route will begin in 2022 going between Midland and Austin, TX, The 
Midland Spaceport business park is setting up to be a hub for space innovation

9/20/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

ECISD is encouraging parents to speak with their children about gun threats and safety 
measures, A military training flight crash landed in to a neighborhood in Lake Worth, 
Texas yesterday thankfully there weren't any casualties, 15,000 hatians who collected 
at the southern border have started being flown back to Haiti, The search for travel 
blogger Gabby Petito has ended with a gruesome discover and questions waiting to be 
answered 

9/21/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

Conoco Phillips purcheses all of Shell's holding in the Permian Basin for $9.5 billion, The 
top oil producing areas in the United States are currently 1) Permian 2) New Mexico & 
3) North Dakota, It was 100 yesterday to end summer and a cold front blew in to town 
just in time keeping highs throught the rest of the week in the mid-80's

9/22/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

Conoco Phillips is now the 2nd largest oil producer in the Permian Basin, Governor 
Abbott is losing in the pols to Matthew Mcconaughey, Covid inpatients in Midland are 
down 46% from the peak in July, Midland Independent School District expects to grow 
20% by 2030



9/23/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

El Paso Texas claims to be the first city to reach herd immunity from Covid with 
vaccinations at 75%, Covid cases are declining in Midland and Odessa schools as well, 
Odessa addresses street racing, Covid  mass vaccination sites are around the area

9/24/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

The Centers for Disease Control has endorsed Vaccine booter shots for senior citizens, 
Moderna predicts the Covid pandemic will fade by next June, There are plenty of places 
in Midland Odessa to get the vaccine, West Texas Bank hosts a farmer's market for kids

9/27/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

There is rain in the forcast this week for West Texas, EZ Rider is hiring plenty of drivers, 
Some children experience longterm covid symptoms as the recent wave begins to 
subside, Where to find vaccination sites in town

9/28/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

There is rain in the forecast this week as some drizzle enters the area and increasing 
amounts by Thursday, MISD installs LED lights across the district to save on energy 
costs, The price of a chemical used to treat Midland's drinking water has increased 
considerably due to Covid supply chain issues, Governor Abbott opposes abortion in 
every imaginable instance

9/29/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

A&M Consolidated will join the FCS Southland conference, Finding Alice is at the Ellen 
Noel Art Museum, Midland's homicide rate is up as Covi numbers continue to go down

9/30/2021 6:00am, 
7:00am, 
8:00am, 
9:00am

120 sec News Community, 
Education, Public 
Safety, 
Entertainment, 
Health

Odessa residents want more restaurants retail location and family entertainment 
options, A new park with greenspace and a stage will open up next year in downtown 
Odessa, Authorities have relesed a 43 page final report on the Midland Odessa mass 
shooting, An apartment building in Dallas exploded yesterday injuring 8 (4 firefighters) 



PSA's FOR KQRX-FM
3rd QUARTER 2021

July August September
DATE TIME FREQ PROG. ISSUE DESCRIPTION

7/01-7/15/2021 6a-12a 6x daily PSA's Community, 
Youth

The 73rd season of Summer Mummers is underway at the Yucca Theater in 
downtown Midland, Summer Science Camps LEGO Mini Masters Dream Park, 
Summer Sunday Lawn Concert series is back

7/16-7/29/2021 6a - 12a 6x daily PSA's Community, 
Youth

The 73rd season of Summer Mummers is underway at the Yucca Theater in 
downtown Midland, Midland Art Association Showcase Exhibition Celebrtation 
of The Arts at Baker Schorr Fine Art, Oil and Gas hiring event at MCM Fundome

8/1-8/15/2021 6a - 12a 6x daily PSA's Community The 73rd season of Summer Mummers is underway at the Yucca Theater in 
downtown Midland, Midland AF End of Summer Luau, Bob Mills Golden 50th 
Anniversary 

8/15-8/30/2021 6a - 12a 6x daily PSA's Community, 
Youth

Suns Up Get Up Clean Up Litter Pickup, Breastfeeding support group, Ribbon 
Cutting at the Midland County Fair

9/1-9/15/2021 6a - 12a 6x daily PSA's Community CAF High Sky Wing Airsho 2021, KMB Trio of Gardens annual fundraiser, Permian 
Basin Heart Walk, Zipline in the Dark

9/15-9/30/2021 6a - 12a 6x daily PSA's Community, 
Youth

Permian Basin Team Roping, 2021 St. Ann's Family Fair



RECORDED PSA's FOR KQRX-FM
3rd Quarter 2021

July August September
DATE TIME FREQ PROG. DESCRIPTION

7/1-7/4 60 6 PSA's 2021 STAR SPANGLED SALUTE
7/29-8/4 30 28 PSA's 2021 Harmony Home Golf Tournament

8/11-8/13 30 20 PSA's Midland County Bash 2021
8/15-9/25 60 125 PSA's PBRPC/TEMAP

9/23-9/29 60 42 PSA's MICHAEL OHER EVENT
9/28-9/30 60 6 PSA's PSA/KMB/FALL SWEEP



INFOTRACK REPORT FOR KQRX-FM
3rd Quarter 2021

July August September
Weekly Public Affairs Program

Show # 2021-27 July 4, 2021 0630
Gregory Plemmons, PhD, Associate Professor of Pediatrics at Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt University

Dr. Plemmons led a study that found the percentage of younger children and teens hospitalized for suicidal thoughts or actions in the United 
States has doubled over the past decade.  He talked about the possible reasons for such a steep increase, what ages are at the greatest risk, 
and how parents can recognize signs of suicidal thoughts in their children.

Issues covered:  Teen Suicide, Parenting

Jeff Stalnaker, President and Co-Founder of First Orion, a provider of data and phone call transparency solutions

Mr. Stalnaker’s company commissioned a survey that found that Millennials are more likely than any other generation to give away personal 
information to scammers over the phone.
He said nearly 40 percent of those surveyed have been contacted by someone impersonating the IRS. He talked about other current scams, 
and offered advice on how to avoid falling prey to scammers.

Issues covered:  Consumer Matters, Crime

Kara Lusk-Dudley, Public Affairs Manager, Biomedical Communications, American Red Cross

Summertime is one of the most challenging times of the year for blood donations. Ms. Lusk-Dudley explained why, and outlined the process 
that a new blood donor can expect.  She explained how to locate a donation center or blood drive nearby. She noted that the Red Cross is also 
in greater need of organizations to host blood drives during the summer months.

Issues covered:  Blood Donation,  Personal Health

Show # 2021-28 July 11, 2021 0630

Darrin Grondel, Vice President of Traffic Safety and Government Relations for the Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility

Although there were far fewer vehicles on the roads during the pandemic, traffic deaths rose more than 7% in 2020 to a 13-year high.  Mr. 
Grondel discussed grants awarded by the Governors Highway Safety Association and the Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility to 
help states keep Americans safe from alcohol- and drug-impaired drivers.

Issues covered:  Drunk/Drugged Driving, Traffic Safety

Marshall Allen, reporter for ProPublica, where he covers the health care industry, author of “Never Pay the First Bill: And Other 
Ways to Fight the Health Care System and Win”

Americans pay about twice as much per person for healthcare than the citizens of other developed nations, and about 1 in 6 of has medical 
debt in collections. Mr. Allen advised consumers to make sure each medical bill is itemized, and to check the billing codes to make sure the bill 
is accurate and priced fairly, before paying it. He also explained how doctors are incentivized to perform many treatments and tests whether 
they are needed or not.

Issues covered:  Consumer Matters, Personal Health

David Rabadi, mental health advocate, National Speaker for the National Alliance on Mental Illness, author of “How I Lost My Mind 
and Found Myself”

41 percent of Americans reported anxiety and depression symptoms in 2020, up from 11 percent in 2019.  Mr. Rabadi explained why many 
people struggling with mental illness try to hide it from others.  He offered encouragement to seek help.

Issues covered:  Mental Illness, Suicide

Show # 2021-29  July 18, 2021 0630

Carmen Piernas, MSc, PhD, University Research Lecturer at the Nuffield Department of Primary Care Health Sciences at the 
University of Oxford



Dr. Piernas was part of a group of British researchers that examined the strong connection between COVID 19 and obesity. She said they 
found that younger people with a Body Mass Index of 30 or more, which is considered obese, are at a significantly higher risk of being 
hospitalized or dying of COVID-19, while those with a BMI of 23 are at the lowest risk. Interestingly, they found that obesity made no difference 
at all in COVID risks for the elderly.

Issues covered:  COVID-19, Obesity, Public Health

Rebecca Johnson, PhD, Co-Director of Citizen Science and Research Associate in the Department of Invertebrate Zoology and 
Geology at the California Academy of Sciences

In recent years, community science--also known as citizen science--has become a global phenomenon, as millions of amateurs with an 
interest in science contribute unparalleled amounts of data on the natural world. Ms. Johnson said community science data remains widely 
underutilized by the scientific community due to its perception as being less reliable than expert-collected data.  She said community science 
may be the only practical way to answer important questions about our planet's biodiversity and how it is changing.

Issues covered:  Science, Climate Change

Shannon M. Robson, PhD, MPH, RD, Assistant Professor in the Department of Behavioral Health and Nutrition, Principal Investigator 
of the Energy Balance and Nutrition Laboratory at the University of Delaware

89% of Americans believe it’s important for families to have as many family meals as possible each week.  Dr. Robson led a study that showed 
that more frequent family meals were associated with better dietary outcomes and improved family relationships. She offered suggestions for 
families to overcome obstacles to gathering for dinner.

Issues covered:  Nutrition,  Parenting

Show # 2021-30 July 25, 2021 0630

Elizabeth Rosenthal, MD, former reporter and senior writer at The New York Times, Editor in Chief of Kaiser Health News, former ER 
physician, author of “An American Sickness: How Healthcare Became Big Business and How You Can Take It Back”

Dr. Rosenthal discussed the rapidly rising costs of healthcare in the past few decades and the reasons behind them.  She gave examples of 
some of the more egregious differences in healthcare costs in the US, compared to other countries. She explained how healthcare consumers 
can learn to negotiate with hospitals and doctors.

Issues covered:  Personal Health, Consumer Matters

Jodie Plumert, PhD, Professor in the Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences at the University of Iowa

For adults, crossing the street by foot seems easy. Yet it is anything but simple for a child.
Dr. Plumert led a study that found that perceptual judgment and motor skills are not fully developed in most kids until age 14.  She explained 
what parents can do to help children learn these life and death skills as early as possible.

Issues covered:  Traffic Safety, Parenting, Children’s Issues

Adriana Zuniga-Teran, architect, postdoctoral research associate in the University of Arizona's Udall Center for Studies in Public 
Policy.

Ms. Zuniga-Teran conducted a study that examined how the design of a neighborhood can affect health and wellness. She found that those 
who live in traditional neighborhoods do the most walking, while those who live in suburban developments report the highest levels of mental 
well-being.

Issues covered:  Mental Health, Personal Health, Community Issues

Show # 2021-31 August 1, 2021 0630

Sally Erny, National Stakeholder Engagement Officer of the National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association

Ms. Erny explained how court-appointed special advocates (CASAs) look out for the interests of abused or neglected children.  She discussed 
how CASA volunteers work with attorneys and other court officers to ensure the youngsters are in safe and healthy foster care, and eventually, 
permanent homes.  She also outlined the training that these volunteers receive, and how someone can volunteer.

Issues covered:  Child Abuse, Foster Care, Volunteerism

Clint Emerson, retired Navy Seal, author of “100 Deadly Skills: Survival Edition: The SEAL Operative’s Guide to Surviving in the Wild 
and Being Prepared for Any Disaster”



Mr. Emerson offered numerous tips on how to crime-proof a house and how to avoid becoming a victim of crime in other environments, as 
well.  He explained the importance of being aware of your environment, in order to react to dangerous situations or avoid them in the first 
place.  He also talked about the options available to people caught in active shooter incidents or terrorist attacks.

Issues covered:  Crime Prevention, Terrorism

Tracy Mehan, Manager of Translational Research for the Center for Injury Research and Policy at the Research Institute at 
Nationwide Children's Hospital in Columbus, Ohio

On an average day in the US, 13 children receive emergency treatment for a lawn mower-related injury.  Ms. Mehan talked about the most 
common injuries and how they typically vary, depending on the age of the child. She offered suggestions for parents on how to prevent
lawn mower-related injuries.

Issues covered:  Child Safety, Product Safety, Parenting

Show # 2021-32 August 8, 2021 0630

Helen Horyza, career coach, founder of the Career Coach Entrepreneur Academy certificate programs, author of “Elevate Your 
Career: Live a Life You’re Truly Proud Of”

Nearly 60% of middle-income workers are asking the question: Am I really where I want to be? Ms. Horyza explained why so many people stay 
in unrewarding careers and how to find a happier path.  She shared real-world examples of people who found their true passion in life and 
created a career that perfectly suited their interests and talents.

Issues covered:  Career, Unemployment

Maria J. Prados, PhD, Economist at the University of Southern California's Center for Economic and Social Research

Social Security benefits are a critical component in planning and saving for retirement.
Prof. Prados co-authored a study that found that the average American overestimates their future monthly Social Security check by more than 
$300. She explained why this is a serious problem and how consumers can find out how much their future Social Security benefit will be.

Issues covered:  Retirement Planning, Personal Finance

David Finkelhor, Director of the University of New Hampshire's Crimes against Children Research Center

Mr. Finkelhor shared the results of a recent study from the University of New Hampshire that found that found that close to 1.5 million children 
each year visit a doctor, emergency room or medical facility as a result of an assault, abuse, crime or other form of violence. This is four times 
higher than previous estimates. He outlined the most common types of abuse.

Issues covered: Child Abuse, Youth at Risk, Government Policies

Show # 2021-33 August 15, 2021 0630

Loretta Alkalay, former FAA eastern regional counsel, Adjunct Professor at Vaughn College of Aeronautics & Technology, a private 
college in East Elmhurst, New York, specializing in aviation and engineering education

Incidents of violence at airports and during flights have been on the rise in recent months. Prof. Alkalay discussed the problem and how the 
increasingly stressful experience of flying has fueled it.  When an aircraft’s doors are closed, any criminal activity falls under federal jurisdiction, 
but she believes changes are needed to allow local authorities to make arrests and prosecute.

Issues covered:  Transportation, Law Enforcement, Mental Health

Jenn Donahue, leadership coach, engineer, entrepreneur

The leadership gender gap in American business is glaring; even today, women fill just 6% of CEO positions at Fortune 500 companies. Ms. 
Donahue explained how those women who have broken the glass ceiling can determine their leadership style, and also seek ways to bring 
other women up through mentoring.

Issues covered:  Women’s Concerns, Career

John G. Boyle, patient and health advocate who relies on plasma-derived therapies, former CEO & President of the Immune 
Deficiency Foundation



The national blood shortage has been widely reported, but Mr. Boyle talked about another life-threatening donation crisis. He said the critical 
need for plasma donors right now in the U.S. will have lasting consequences if it isn’t addressed. He explained what sorts of patients are in 
dire need of plasma donations, and how to make a donation.

Issues covered:  Plasma & Blood Donation, Personal Health

Show # 2021-34 August 22,  2021 0630

Clifford Bassett, M.D., FACAAI, FAAAAI, Founder and Medical Director of Allergy and Asthma Care of New York, author of “The New 
Allergy Solution: Supercharge Resistance, Slash Medication, Stop Suffering”

Allergies are on the rise.  Dr. Bassett explained why the problem and its underlying causes
are quite complex.  He believes in many cases, allergic reactions can be prevented, with proper medical advice that examines the interplay of 
diet, mindset, and environment.

Issues covered:  Personal Health

Cornelius N. Grove, Ed.D., education expert, author of “The Drive to Learn: What the East Asian Experience Tells Us About Raising 
Students Who Excel”

American students are currently ranked #25 in education globally, significantly behind countries such as Singapore, China and Japan.  He 
believes that American children are
less receptive to classroom learning, compared to East Asian children.  He said a different approach to parenting is a major factor.

Issues covered:  Education, Parenting

Laurence J. Kotlikoff, PhD, William Fairfield Warren Distinguished Professor, Professor of Economics at Boston University, 
President of Economic Security Planning, Inc, author/co-author of 16 books on retirement planning, economics and personal finance

Dr. Kotlikoff has developed the first retirement planning software built by economists.
He explained how the “Economist Approach” differs from traditional retirement advice.
He said the new approach can help consumers determine the highest level of spending their household can sustain over time, in order to live 
within their means for the remainder of their lives.

Issues covered:  Retirement Planning, Senior Citizens

Show # 2021-35 August 29, 2021 0630

Gal Wettstein, PhD, Senior Research Economist at the Center for Retirement Research at Boston College

Dr. Wettstein co-authored a report entitled "Are Older Workers Capable of Working Longer? “ He explained why recent worsening health 
trends raise the question of how long people will be able to work, and why it matters. He noted that gains in "working life expectancy" have 
slowed in the past 15 years. He said many black workers, as well as whites with less education, may not be capable of working to Social 
Security's full retirement age of 67.

Issues covered:  Retirement Planning, Poverty

Glenn N Levine, MD, Master Clinician and Professor of Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine, Chief of the cardiology section at the 
Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center, both in Houston

Dr. Levine was chair of the writing committee for a new American Heart Association Scientific Statement, entitled “Psychological Health, Well-
Being, and the Mind-Heart-Body Connection.”  He outlined the latest research that examines why and how psychological health can positively 
or negatively impact a person’s physical health, and risk factors for heart disease and stroke.

Issues covered:  Mental Health, Personal Health

Catherine Athans, PhD, Certified Trauma Therapist, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist for more than 25 years with Doctorate 
Degrees in both Clinical and Health Psychology, along with a Master's Degree in Clinical Community Psychology

It's not going to be a normal fall, as both students and parents must deal with a second school year of uncertainty and concerns connected to 
the pandemic. Dr. Athans discussed the array of challenges faced by students and explained how parents can help.  She said it is crucial for 
parents to recognize and deal with their own anxieties.

Issues covered:  Mental Health, Parenting



Show # 2021-36 September 5, 2021 0630

Rachael Stickland, Co-Founder and  Co-Chair of the Parent Coalition for Student Privacy

Schools and third-party vendors collect and share an astonishing amount of personal data on nearly every student in America.  Ms. Stickland 
explained why parents should be concerned and what they can do about it.  She believes laws protecting student privacy need to be 
strengthened.

Issues covered:  Parenting, Privacy Concerns, Education

Vijay R. Varma, PhD, researcher and post-doctoral fellow at the National Institute on Aging, part of the National Institutes of Health

Dr. Varma recently co-authored a study that found an alarming decrease in physical activity in youngsters at every age.  19 year olds now get 
as much exercise and activity as 60 year olds.  Dr. Varma explained why this is a major problem.  He offered suggestions of ways to 
encourage both younger and older Americans to become more physically active.

Issues covered:  Physical Fitness, Personal Health, Aging

Jim Hedlund, consultant for the Governors Highway Safety Association, former researcher for 22 years at the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration

Mr. Hedlund conducted a study for the Governors Highway Safety Administration that found that for the first time, more drivers who were 
tested after fatal crashes had drugs in their system than had alcohol.  He discussed the role that the increasing legalization of marijuana may 
play in this trend.  He also explained why laws targeting drivers under the influence of alcohol cannot easily be amended to include drug users.

Issues covered:  Impaired Driving, Substance Abuse, Government Legislation

Show # 2021-37 September 12, 2021 0630

Susan Stark, PhD, Associate Professor of Occupational Therapy, of Neurology and of Social Work at Washington University School 
of Medicine in St Louis

Falls are the leading cause of injury, accidental death and premature placement in a nursing home among older adults in the United States. Dr. 
Stark shared the results of her study that suggested that in-home falls can be reduced by nearly 40% with a community-based program that 
helps older adults make modifications to their homes such as adding grab bars, shower seating and slip-resistant surfaces in the bathroom.

Issues covered:  Elder Care, Aging

Frank Pega, PhD, epidemiologist, health economist, Technical Officer in the Environment, Climate Change and Health Department at 
the World Health Organization in Geneva, Switzerland

Long working hours are killing 745,000 people a year, according to a new report from the World Health Organization. Dr. Pega was the lead 
author of the study, which found that working more than 55 hours a week is a health hazard that leads to stroke and heart disease. He said the 
pandemic may have accelerated this trend.

Issues covered:  Personal Health, Workplace Matters

Colin Orion Chandler, doctoral student and Presidential Fellow, at Northern Arizona University’s Department of Astronomy and 
Planetary Science

Mr. Chandler is the project founder and principal investigator of the “Active Asteroids” project, which seeks to recruit citizen scientists to assist 
in an effort to quadruple the number of known active asteroids.  He explained how people can volunteer and why the search for these rare 
space objects is important.

Issues covered:  Science, Volunteerism

Show # 2021-38 September 19, 2021 0630

Benjamin H. Barton, Helen and Charles Lockett Distinguished Professor of Law at the University of Tennessee, author of “Rebooting 
Justice: More Technology, Fewer Lawyers, and the Future of Law”

Professor Barton discussed what he sees are longstanding problems in our judicial system.  He said that laws are too complex and legal 
advice is far more expensive than necessary.
He outlined a series of reforms which he believes would make the courts much fairer and more accessible for poor and middle-class 
Americans.



Issues covered:  Legal Reform, Poverty

Steve Casner, PhD, research psychologist, NASA scientist, author of “Careful: A User's Guide to Our Injury-Prone Minds”

Dr. Casner has devoted his career to studying the psychology of safety.  He said after a hundred years of steady decline, the rate at which 
people are being injured or killed in everyday accidents, such as car crashes, pedestrian fatalities, home-improvement projects gone wrong, 
medical mistakes and home fires, is increasing.  He explained why few of us are as careful as we think we are, and what we can do about it.

Issues covered:  Accident Prevention, Personal Health

Robin Behrstock, entrepreneur, author of “Adventures Of Women Entrepreneurs:  Stories That Inspire”

Dr. Behrstock shared some inspiring examples of women who overcame both personal and professional setbacks to turn their dreams of 
starting their own business into reality. She offered advice for aspiring entrepreneurs who are reluctant to take that first step.

Issues covered:  Women’s Issues, Career

Show # 2021-39 September 26, 2021 0630

William Lastrapes, PhD, Professor of Economics, Bernard B. and Eugenia A. Ramsey Chair of Private Enterprise in the Terry College 
of Business at the University of Georgia

Professor Lastrapes led a study that suggests that eliminating $20, $50 and $100 denominations of physical currency might benefit average 
US families.  He explained that although cash is popular, transactions are largely untraceable by the government and are sometimes used to 
pay for under the table or illegal goods or services. He believes that less cash means less tax evasion and that the government could 
theoretically reduce other taxes.

Issues covered:  Government Policies, Economy

Nora Volkow, MD, Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, part of the National Institutes of Health

Marijuana use continued to rise among college students over the past five years, and remained at historically high levels even among same-
aged peers who were not in college, according to survey results from the 2020 Monitoring the Future panel study.  Dr. Volkow, who has led the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse since 2003, discussed the potential reasons for the trend. She added that the survey found that there was 
also a significant increase in the annual use of hallucinogens such as LSD, and a significant drop in current alcohol use among college 
students.

Issues covered:  Substance Abuse, Government Policies

Sangeetha Abdu Jyothi, PhD, Assistant Professor in the Department of Computer Science at the University of California, Irvine

Prof. Jyothi said a severe solar storm could plunge the world into an "internet apocalypse" that keeps large swaths of society offline for weeks 
or months at a time, by damaging long undersea internet cables that connect continents. She said that although coronal mass ejections are 
relatively rare, the global internet infrastructure is relatively new, and its vulnerabilities remain largely unstudied.

Issues covered:  Internet Infrastructure, Technology, Business


