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September 29, 2017

QUARTERLY REPORT
3rd Quarter

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ISSUE LIST
July 1, 2017 – September 30, 2017

 
Glades Media has determined the issues important to the Clewiston area by FM 100.5- FM 92.5-
AM 590 General Manager KC Kelly and Public Affairs Director and Morning Show Host Nicole 
Reid. They met on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 to discuss the issues to be targeted for the 3rd 
Quarter of 2017.

Drug Free Hendry County

Finance

Driving Safety

Hurricane Preparation

Health

World Hepatitis Day (July 28)

National Immunization Month (August)

Sepsis Awareness Month (September)

World Suicide Prevention Day (September 10)

Education

Back to School

Adult Education

Voter Registration

July 6, 2017
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Issue: Alexa Lee
Guest: Alexa Lee, program director at the Palm Beach County Substance 
Awareness Coalition

The Palm Beach County Substance Awareness Coalition will work to address underage 
drinking, illicit and synthetic drug use among youth, not just in honor of Alcohol 
Awareness Month, but all year around. “What’s important to understand is alcohol may 
lead to other drugs. It’s our mission to work with parents to ensure our kids remain 
alcohol and drug free”. Palm Beach County Substance Awareness Coalition was created 
to give parents and youths the tools to live drug and smoke-free. By bringing together 
teens, parents, educators, business owners and many other partners, they coordinate 
activities, provide information, and organize public awareness campaigns to steer youths 
and adults away from harmful substances.

July 11, 2017
Issue: Therapy
Guest: Lin Lam, LPC

Licensed Professional Counselor Lin Lam says its no secret why she got in to the field of 
counseling. “I grew up with mental health in my family” said Lam. She says she’s been 
interested in disorders like depression and bipolar disorder since she can remember. What 
she doesn't enjoy though is the stigma attached to receiving therapy services. “I want 
everyone to understand that it can be just a matter of maintenance! It can mean support 
for a life change. It can mean an unbiased perspective on a situation or circumstance. It 
doesn't deserve the stigma it gets”! I was curious to know when Lin recommends a 
person receive therapy. She says, “We all have symptoms but how much it affects your 
daily function is the question you should ask yourself”. 

July 13, 2017
Issue:  Sewell Excel Charter School
Guest: Altoria Henley

Sellew Belle Glade Excel Charter School received a grant to provide expanded academic 
services for before and aftercare services and summer programming for 105 K-5th 
graders. This new program model allows students to remain in school for longer periods 
of time while providing them with access to daily homework help and intervention 
services, as well as an innovative curriculum that includes robotics, computers, hands-on 
science projects, art and music, and leadership development. A veteran employee for 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/palmbeach/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/palmbeach/
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Palm Beach County School Board, Altoria Henley, the new principal, knows what it 
takes to get our kids where they need to be. “I was born and raised in this community so I 
easily recognize the need” said Henley. The advantage that Sellew has over traditional 
schools is class size. “The small class sizes make all the difference. The ability to give 
each child the specialized attention they need makes a difference in them.” The charter 
school is tuition free, has the same curriculum focus but is independently run.

July 18, 2017
Issue: The Opioid Epidemic
Guest: Malaina Mote, MADD; Crystal Gomez, The Tobacco Free Partnership; Luci 
Cisnero, Program Coordinator Drug Free Hendry County

According to NBC News, the governor of Florida has officially declared the opioid 
epidemic a public health emergency — some four years after it began cutting a deadly 
swath through the Sunshine State. Drug Free Hendry County in partnership with several 
other agencies have been working extensively in Hendry, Glades and Lee Counties to 
keep our community numbers low. “Our job is to pass polices to prevent exposure to 
second-hand smoke,” said Crystal Gomez of the Tobacco Free Partnership. “Smoking 
cigarettes could possibly lead to other drugs. That’s what we want to circumvent”. Luci 
Cisnero added, “We are constantly doing lots of outreach to continually educate young 
people not only about opiods, but underage drinking, pills, other street drugs, things like 
that.” Malaina Mote, another advocate for Drug Free Hendry and Program Specialist for 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving SWFL. “My organization is not just for mothers. Its 
important people know that. We are comprised of students, parents, teachers, victims, and 
any other members of the community with a voice and a mission.” 

July 20, 2017
Issue: Back To School Bash
Guest: Nardina Johnson, Mary Ruth Prouty, Traci Thomas

“It’s so rewarding to see the looks on the faces of the children as well as the parents.” 
This was a shared sentiments by the three administrators of the Hendry and Glades 
County Back to School Backpack giveaway. Nardina Johnson will be overseeing the 
Clewiston Backpack Giveaway event on July 29. “We’re expecting an even bigger 
turnout than last year. Last year we had over 500 people.” Mary Prouty is geared up for 
the LaBelle event. “

July 25, 2017
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Issue: Back to School Giveaway
Guest: Chelsey Brown and Adrienne Samples

It’s the 2nd Annual Back to School Celebration! There will be school supply giveaways, 
prizes, haircuts, breakout sessions, food and health screenings. “I’m looking forward to 
whats in store this year as last years event was a huge success,” said Chelsey Brown, 
head organizer for the Back to School Event. Last years event boasted over 500 
giveaways, an excess of volunteers and an amazing community turnout. Adrienne 
Samples is also a contributor. “I am looking to see more parent involvement. We have a 
plethora of information to give out to our students. More importantly, that information 
needs to be relayed accurately to our parents in order to make our students matriculation 
as successful as possible.” Both women say this event is not just to giveaway school 
supplies, but also to get the community out and involved.

July 27, 2017
Issue: City of Clewiston; Hurricane Preparation
Guest: Sean Scheffler

Hurricane season is upon us. It’s important, no its detrimental to be prepared. Sean gives 
us some creative ways to make the best of what could be a bad situation. “Well,” he 
begins, “you can start by getting an escape plan”. Sean says to make sure you know 
where you're going if you need to evacuate. He also urges residents to secure their 
important papers in ziplock bags, board up windows and don’t forget to back up against 
your garage door with your car. “When you back up your car to the garage door, it 
prevents high winds from folding it in like an accordion.” Another bit of important 
information is about generators. “Generators should be operated 25 to 30 feet away from 
the property on the OUTSIDE.” The most common dangers involving generators are 
carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning, electrical shock or electrocution, and fire hazards, 
according to the NFPA or National Fire Protection Association. These are just a few of 
the hazards we could be facing this hurricane season. But because we never know, its 
better to be safe than to be unprepared. 

August 1, 2017
Issue: Senior Health and Services
Guest: Matt Hudson

Matt Hudson joined us on the show to discuss the various services offered at the Hope 
Senior Center’s in LaBelle and Clewiston. Hope Senior Services is a state-funded non-
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profit that focuses on delivering assistance and care to our senior population. They 
partner with food banks to deliver meals, and they have a Parkinson’s support group. 

August 3, 2017
Issue: Local Chamber News
Guest: Hillary Hyslope, Executive Director Clewiston Chamber of Commerce

Hillary Hyslope joined us to provide and update on chamber activities. This includes new 
members, contests, and the upcoming Annual Chamber Dinner with guest speaker Adam 
Putnam. The chamber continuously seeks ways to support the business members.

August 8, 2017
Issues: Local Athletics, Tiger Football
Guests: Stevie Barnes, Clewiston High School AD; Brad Garret, Tiger Head 
Football Coach, Joe Whitehead, Tiger Booster

A team of local sports leaders provided an update on the new football and athletics 
program at Clewiston High School. Joe Whitehead shared how the panel of boosters 
selected new head coach, Brad Garrett. Stevie Barnes elaborated on the connection 
between athletics and school spirit and school success. Brad talked about his future plans 
for the team and the pr0essures he feels filling the shoes of former head coach, Pete 
Walker. 

August 10, 2017
Issue: National Immunization Month
Issue: Back to School
Guest: Dawn Long, School Health Nurse, Glades County Schools

Dawn Long was our guest to discuss cold preventions, hand-washing, immunization 
schedules and providers, school health screening, and school nurse roles and 
responsibilities. Nurse Long explained the roll immunizations play in keeping children 
safe and healthy. In fact, the local Health Department offers free immunizations to 
children 18 and under. These immunizations are also recorded in an electronic system 
across the State of Florida: Florida Shots. Hand-washing is also an important activity for 
children. With the new school year, we see increases in the amounts of sicknesses due to 
the increased exposure to germs. Thus hand-washing is one easy step to prevention. 
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August 15, 2017
Issue: Health, Plant-Based Diet
Guest: Nicole Mejia, Fit + Thick

Nicole Mejia is a South Florida native and lover of travel, the ocean, and all things 
involving adrenaline. From an early age, she used fitness as her outlet though she did not 
conform to the stereotypical image of “fit” emerging in the media. While learning to love 
and embrace her body shape, flaws and all, she founded Fit and Thick in 2013 as a safe 
place where women could come together in a community of encouraging and self-loving 
support, becoming the best version of themselves through the use of health and fitness. 
Fit and Thick currently offers merchandise, a fitness app, and most recently, plant-based 
meal plans. Since her journey into a plant-based lifestyle at the end of 2015, Nicole’s 
passions have more deeply evolved into helping people heal themselves, physically, 
mentally, and emotionally. 

August 17, 2017
Issue: Hurricane Preparedness
Guest: Brian Newhouse, Director of Emergency Management, Hendry County

Brian shared hurricane preparedness tips including information for listeners on the social 
media accounts to connect with to stay informed during storms. Brian also elaborated on 
the role Emergency Management fills for the County. They respond in all emergency 
situations, including: hurricanes, floods, domestic attacks, and cyber-attacks. 

August 24, 2017
Issue: Stress Management and Meditation
Guest: Val White, Yoga Instructor and Business Owner

Val White, local yoga instructor and mediation guru shared tips to relive stress during 
this sometimes-stressful season. Durign the fall months, people begin to end the summer 
breaks, school starts, and they prepare for harvest and the holidays. It is important to find 
time for ourselves to re-center and focus. The ability to de-stress is a powerful tool to 
maintain our health and mental clarity. We closed the show with a short, guided 
mediation. 
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August 31. 2017
Issue: Hurricane Harvey, American Red Cross, volunteerism
Guest: Jill Palmer, The American Red Cross

Jill Palmer notified us of American Red Cross response to Hurricane Harvey and local 
flooding. The Red Cross actually mans the shelters that open in communities after 
disasters that displace people. Mission Statement 
The American Red Cross prevents and alleviates human suffering in the face of 
emergencies by mobilizing the power of volunteers and the generosity of donors. The 
American Red Cross, through its strong network of volunteers, donors and partners, is 
always there in times of need. We aspire to turn compassion into action so that: 

• ...all people affected by disaster across the country and around the world receive 
care, shelter and hope;

• ...our communities are ready and prepared for disasters;

• ...everyone in our country has access to safe, lifesaving blood and blood products;

• ...all members of our armed services and their families find support and comfort 
whenever needed; and

• ...in an emergency, there are always trained individuals nearby, ready to use their 
Red Cross skills to save lives.

September 6 2017
Issue: Hurricane Preparation
Guests: Charles Chapman, Hendry County administrator; Sean Scheffler, City of 
Clewiston Director of Public works, and calling in Hendry County Sheriff's Office 
Steve Whidden.

This was a Hurricane Irma Preparedness Special. We discussed the latest forecast, debris 
removal, evacuation zones, dike safety, generator safety, shelter information, and 
hurricane supply kits. Additionally, the sheriff explained livestock and animal concerns, 
inmate concerns, and what would happen in the event of a disaster after the storm. This 
interview was an extended version of Big Lake Now and was also made available as a 
recording and a Facebook Live event. 
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September 7 & September 14, 2017
Issue: Hurricane Awareness
Guest: Al Perry, City of Clewiston Manager

During these two days Al Perry provided pertinent information regarding Hurricane Irma 
preparedness and response. Beginning with how to best protect yourself and property, 
how to respond if there is an evacuation order and debris management. The following 
week he provided updates on power restoration and city curfews as well as letting the 
public know of minimal damage. 

September 19, 2017
Issue: World Suicide Prevention Day
Guest: Greg Finer, Crossroads Behavioral Health

Crossroads Behavioral Health Center, CEO, discussed post-Irma mental health and 
suicide awareness immediately after Hurricane Irma hit and after World Suicide 
Prevention Day. It is common after an event like a Hurricane for us to be more sensitive 
and tense, and we often see increased domestic violence and relational strife. The stress 
of a hurricane can also trigger PTSD responses and tough memories. We all should 
recognize that we are co-survivors and to be gentle, patient, and tolerant of others. 
Additionally, all references to suicide, depression, or hopelessness should be taken 
seriously. Listeners should call the Suicide Hotline, their local police, or Crossroads 
Behavioral Health should they see ANY signs of thoughts of suicide.

September 21, 2017
Issue: Workforce and Adult Education
Guest: Michael Swindle, Director of Workforce and Adult Education 

Today’s topic was adult education. The Hendry County School District now offers 
several classes as part of their adult education programming. The programs offered are: 
Welding, GED, CNA, Microsoft Certification, mechanics, security guards, and a 
construction technologies program. Classes are offered in LaBelle and Clewiston in the 
evening. The welding program is the only public program in South Florida. 
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September 26, 2017
Issue: Voter registration
Guest: Brenda Hoots, Hendry County Supervisor of Elections

Topics covered regarding elections were: the Voter Participation Center mail out,  On-
line Voter Registration, Offices up for Election in 2018, Election dates, and 
the different types of voting. Voters can now register to vote online through 
Hendryelections.com. Voters can early-vote, absentee vote, and vote on election day. 
Primaries will be held in August 2018, and the general election that November. The City 
of LaBelle will have its own election in July 2018.

September 26, 2017 
Issue: Finance
Guest: Marilyn Cervantes, HECM Expert

The Home Equity Conversion Mortgage (HECM) is Federal Housing Administration's 
(FHA) reverse mortgage program which enables you to withdraw some of the equity in 
your home. You choose how you want to withdraw your funds, whether in a fixed 
monthly amount or a line of credit or a combination of both. You can also use a HECM 
to purchase a primary residence if you are able to use cash on hand to pay the difference 
between the HECM proceeds and the sales price plus closing costs for the property you 
are purchasing.

Issue: Health - Hepatitis and Sepsis

After repeated attempts to multiple entities this topic failed to be covered. 
Hendry Regional Medical Center did not have doctors available for the month of August 
or September, even after off-duty hours to record the show were offered. 

After three attempts to get a representative from the Hendry County Health Department  
we were unsuccessful. First, the HD was busy preparing for Hurricane Irma. Then the 
next two attempts, the Health Department was closed due to damages from the storm. 

Please see the response below. 
“I'm sorry but we cannot accommodate your request. Our Health Dept was damaged 
from the storm, and we cannot work out of our building; so we are still in the middle of 
our "response"... To get services back in place.  Hopefully a doctor's office or the 
hospital in Clewiston can assist you. Please keep us in mind for future interviews.”
Alternate methods of an interview were also offered in this instance as well. 
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In-House Campaigns and PSA’s

On Tuesday, 7-4-17, as a community Service, WAFC FM 100.5-FM 92.1-AM 590, 
Classic Hits played continuous Patriotic Music during the City of Clewiston’s Annual 4th 
of July Fireworks Celebration. Fireworks began just after dark, at the Sugarland Sports 
Complex, behind the John Boy’s Auditorium.  WAFC Classic Hits will be played 
continuous patriotic music on Monday, July 4th, beginning at 9pm and throughout the 
City’s fireworks display.  
 
On Saturday, July 29th, 2017, WAFC AM 590-FM 100.5-FM 92.1, Classic Hits 
partnered with the Florida Community Health Care Centers, Inc., Healthier Hendry-
Glades Task Force, H. E. Hill Foundation and others for the Clewiston Back to School 
Kids Expo-FREE Backpack Event, at the Clewiston Middle School Cafeteria, 601 West 
Pasadena Avenue in Clewiston. Free school supplies/500 FREE backpacks, free books, 
health/dental information, safety information, free activities for the children, prizes and 
more were provided to children and their families who attended.  The event was free to 
the community.

From August 27 – September 30, 2017 WAFC ran all hurricane information and notices 
originating from the Hendry County BOCC, Hendry County Emergency Management, 
and the City of Clewiston. Notices included evacuation warnings, shelter opening and 
closings, safety information, and disaster assistance information. 

The week of September 4 WAFC ran a generator safety PSA as a community service. 
The PSA included safety tips for generator use during power outages. This was delivered 
to City of Clewiston and was made available on our Facebook page, Big Lake Now 
Soundcloud account, and the City of Clewiston Website. 

On September 7 WAFC Classic Hits recorded, as part of Big Lake Now, a PSA from City 
Manager Al Perry to update residents on Hurricane Irma. This was delivered to City of 
Clewiston and was made available on our Facebook page, Big Lake Now Soundcloud 
account, and the City of Clewiston Website. 
 


