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Alabama Rural Health Care

October 25th-- Rural Health: Connecting Doctors and Patients    Advocates of rural health 
in Alabama say one of the biggest issues is access to health care in rural areas. The state is 
facing a massive shortage of physicians, and the doctors we do have are largely concentrated in 
metropolitan areas. The situation gets worse when it comes to specialty and subspecialty care. 
The vast majority of the state’s specialists are in Birmingham, Huntsville or Mobile. APR’s 
Alex AuBuchon finds doctors are now starting to use technology to bring specialty care into 
rural Alabama. 7:50 4:50 (7:10)

November 2nd- Rural Health: Homegrown Doctors. All year long the APR news team 
has been looking at rural health across the state. One of the major problems is that rural 
residents lack access to medical care. A big reason for this is a lack of doctors. 
However, there is an effort underway to try to address the issue. The University of 
Alabama has something called the rural medical scholars program and it is bringing the 
next generation of doctors who will be practicing in rural Alabama.7:50AM 4:50PM 
(6:44)

November 3—Help Wanted: Alabama’s Rural Health Care Crisis. The Alabama Public 
Radio News team spent the year investigating what’s wrong with the state’s rural health 
system and why change is slow in coming. 7:00 pm (29:00)

Current Events

December 5—Doug Jones and Roy Moore = “Slow Political Change in Alabama?” It 
was a weekend of denials following reports in the Washington Post about Roy Moore. 
The paper quotes four women from Alabama who say the Republican candidate 
pursued them sexually when they were teenagers. One of these women was just 
fourteen years old at the time and Moore was thirty two. Supporters of the twice-
removed Alabama Chief Justice are lining up behind while GOP leaders in Washington 
are keeping their distance. Other observers are watching something else in Moore’s 
race against Democrat Doug Jones for Alabama’s junior U.S. Senate seat. 7:45 & 4:44. 
(5:00)



December 11 – Voices from Trump’s Pensacola Rally: APR’s Alex AuBuchon headed to 
Pensacola, where President Donald Trump held a campaign-style rally less than 20 miles 
from the Alabama state line just four days before the hotly contested Senate election between Doug 
Jones and Roy Moore. Some political experts believed the event would be a de facto campaign stop for 
Roy Moore. Others said Trump was there to thank the Pensacola area for their strong support during last 
year’s election. Turns out, it was a little of both. 7:45 & 4:44 (4:30)

December 11—Beyond Politics: The Realities of Abortion Access in Alabama. We’re 
just a day away from the special General Election to pick Alabama’s next junior U.S. 
Senate. Republican Roy Moore is refusing to take questions over on-going allegation of 
sexual misconduct, child abuse, and attempted rape. He is willing to talk about 
Democrat Doug Jones stance in favor of abortion rights. APR student reporter Allison 
Mollenkamp looked into what women in Alabama currently face when they choose to 
end a pregnancy… 6:44, 8:44, & 3:44 (5:00)

December 12th- Alabama’s Special Senate Election: Student Views   Alabama will elect 
its next junior senator today in an election that pits former Alabama Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Roy Moore against former U.S. Attorney Doug Jones. Opinions about both 
candidates fall all over the board across the state. That includes students on campus at 
the University of Alabama. APR Student Reporter Allison Mollenkamp has more…. 
7:45AM, 4:44PM (4:40)

December 13th- Not Horsing Around: Therapy With Horses at The Red Barn. The 
holidays are a time for togetherness and family. However it is also a time of high stress 
for many, especially adults and children who deal with issues like anxiety and post-
traumatic stress. However there is a place in Alabama that helps them cope year round. 
A-P-R's Stan Ingold takes a look at The Red Barn and how patients there saddle up to 
overcome their problems....7:50AM 4:50PM (6:19)


