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April 10:“Governor Bentley’s Resignation Address.” Alabama Governor Robert 
Bentley has resigned after pleading guilty to two misdemeanor charges of 
violating state campaign finance law. The attorney general's office announced 
the resignation with a plea deal. Bentley's voice began choking with emotion as 
he addressed reporters at the Alabama Capitol. He said he always tried to live up 
to the high expectations placed on the person who holds the esteemed office. He 
apologized for mistakes. Click here to listen to Governor Bentley's resignation 
address.

April 11: Governor Bentley's Resignation...A possible end to Alabama jokes on 
late night TV?” Alabama’s newest Governor is settling into office. Republican Kay 
Ivey became Alabama’s second female Governor after Robert Bentley resigned 
over an alleged sex scandal. His departure marks the end of a trio of legal 
tangles involving some of the most powerful people in the state. APR’s Pat 
Duggins has more on the national coverage that went along with it.

May 8: “The Future of Coal in Alabama” There were a number of audiences being 
targeted during the race for the Presidency. One that hits home here in Alabama 
were coal workers. That energy source was once Alabama’s lifeblood. However, 
new regulations and new energy sources are changing the story and promises 
from the White House may not do much to breathe new life into what looks like a 
struggling industry. In this first piece of a two part series, APR student reporter 
Allison Mollenkamp looks at the past and present of coal in Alabama.

May 9: “Alabama Coal: More Questions than Answers” Coal was once king here 
in Alabama. But federal regulations and rising prices have forced changes in 
Alabama’s energy economy. This impacts both the industries that need a source 
of energy and the coal workers who make a living supplying that need. This 
second part of a two part series looks at the future of energy and coal 
communities in Alabama. APR student reporter Allison Mollenkamp has more….



May 25—“Alabama Midwives Wait to Come Out of the Shadows.” It looks like the 
2017 legislative session ended with big news for expectant mothers in Alabama. 
After thirteen years of lobbying, lawmakers voted to let midwives can come out of 
the shadows and practice legally in the state. APR’s Pat Duggins has more as 
midwives wait for Governor Kay Ivey’s signature to make it all official.

May 30— When Donald Trump won the presidency many were curious to see 
who would be the big winners and the big losers. It looks like Alabama’s defense 
industry may do very well when the upcoming budget is hashed out.   A-P-R's 
Stan Ingold did some digging and files this report. 

June 25—APR Video: APR news director Pat Duggins represented the news 
team at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. as APR was presented with 
its 3rd national Sigma Delta Chi award from the Society of Professional 
Journalists. This prestigious honor is for APR's documentary "...and justice for 
all." Click on the "Youtube" link at the bottom of this page.

April 24-- Today is Confederate Memorial Day. Many across the South will 
recognize Confederate soldiers who fell during the Civil War. It’s one of three of 
these uniquely Southern holidays.  There is some controversy that surrounds 
these days of observance in Alabama and elsewhere in the South. A-P-R’s Stan 
Ingold takes a look at the contentious history of Alabama’s calendar. 

June 6th-- The city of Huntsville is getting ready to temporarily say goodbye to a 
local icon. Since the 1970's, a mosaic has dominated the skyline downtown. It 
has also earned a nickname that has been a real head scratcher for those not 
familiar with the mosaic.  A-P-R student reporter Katie Willem has more.


