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As the program schedule for WETA PBS is planned, consideration is given to a variety of 

special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During April, May and June, the 

following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

American Masters 

American Experience 

BBC World News (Weeknights) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Open Mind (Weekly) 

NHK Newsline (Weekly) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS News Weekend (Weekly) 

To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbé (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: JOIN OR DIE (120) minutes   

Aired Monday, April 4, 2022 at 8:00pm 

After building a printing empire in Philadelphia with his wife Deborah, Benjamin 

Franklin gains worldwide fame from electricity experiments, then spends years in 

London trying to keep Britain and America together as his family comes apart. 

 

 

NORMAN MINETAAND HIS LEGACY: AN AMERICAN STORY (60) minutes 

Aired Saturday, May 28, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

Meet the statesman who served as cabinet secretary for Presidents Clinton and George W. 

Bush. Imprisoned by the U.S. during World War II for his Japanese ancestry, Mineta rose 

to become the first Asian American to serve in a presidential cabinet. 

 

 

AMERICAN MASTERS: JOE PAPP IN FIVE ACTS (90) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 3 2022 at 10:00 pm 

Joe Papp, founder of The Public Theater, Free Shakespeare in the Park and producer of 

groundbreaking plays like Hair, A Chorus Line and for colored girls, created a "theater of 

inclusion" based on the belief that great art is for everyone.  
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Arts 
 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET: FIRE SHUT UP IN MY BONES (180) 

minutes  

Aired Friday, April 1, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

Experience Grammy-winning composer Terence Blanchard and librettist Kasi Lemmon's 

adaptation of Charles M. Blow's memoir. James Robinson and Camille A. Brown co-

direct with Brown choreographing. Baritone Will Liverman stars with soprano Angel 

Blue. 

 

 

LIONEL RICHIE: THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GERSHWIN PRIZE (60) 

minutes 

Aired Friday, May 17, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song, a PBS music special, honors 

singer-songwriter Lionel Richie, as he receives the distinguished honor from the Library 

of Congress. 

 

 

STRAIGHT NO CHASER: THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION (90) 

minutes 

Aired Friday, June 12, 2022 at 8:30 pm 

Celebrate 25 years with the nine members of the a capella collective as they belt out 

songs with style, swagger and spirit. The special features classic and contemporary songs 

like "Proud Mary," "Lean On Me" and "Shut Up and Dance."  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE POWER OF BIG OIL, PT. 2 (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

The fossil fuel industry's history of casting doubt and delaying action on climate change. 

Part two of a three-part series tracing decades of casting doubt on the science, missed 

opportunities and the ongoing attempts to hold Big Oil to account. 

 

 
NOVA: WHY SHIPS CRASH (30) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 18, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

When the colossal Ever Given container ship crashed into the bank of the Suez Canal in 

March 2021, international supply chains ground to a halt. How could such a disaster 

happen? And can the investigation help prevent future accidents? 

 

 
NOVA: GREAT ELECTRIC PLANE RACE (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 29, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

In 2016, Solar Impulse 2, a solar-powered all-electric plane, completed an epic round-

the-world flight, a landmark in the long pursuit of an alternative to fossil fuel-powered 

aviation. NOVA looks at the array of promising new electric planes on the horizon and 

takes you for a ride in some impressive prototypes that are already in the air-such as Burt 

Rutan's Long-ESA that can fly at over 200 mph and climb to 3,000 feet in under six 

minutes. Boeing, Airbus, Raytheon and other major companies are currently racing to 

develop practical short-haul passenger planes that promise to slash the operating costs 

and emissions of regular flights. But first, significant hurdles of battery weight, energy 

storage and cooling must be overcome. How long will it be before the dream of super-

quiet, super-efficient airliners becomes a reality?  



 7 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

SEARCHING FOR JUSTICE: LIFE AFTER LOCKUP (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 13, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

PBS NewsHour follows four formerly incarcerated individuals and highlights the 

challenges they face as they return to society. 

 

 

BETRAYED: SURVIVING AN AMERICAN CONCENTRATION CAMP (60) 

minutes 

Aired Saturday, May 28, 2022 at 8:00 pm 

BETRAYED: SURVIVING AN AMERICAN CONCENTRATION CAMP tells the 

story of a group of Japanese Americans and their incarceration by the U.S. government 

during World War II. It also explores the long-term effects of this incarceration and the 

phenomenon of intergenerational trauma. More than 40 camp survivors and descendants 

bring an unparalleled immediacy and urgency to the story. 

 

 
POV: WHO KILLED VINCENT CHIN? (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, June 20, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

On a hot summer night in Detroit in 1982, Ronald Ebens, an autoworker, killed Vincent 

Chin, a young Chinese American engineer with a baseball bat. Although he confessed, he 

never spent a day in jail. This gripping Academy Award-nominated film relentlessly 

probes the implications of the murder, for the families of those involved, and for the 

American justice system.  
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Economy 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE POWER OF BIG OIL, PT. 1 (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday. April 19, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

The fossil fuel industry's history of casting doubt and delaying action on climate change. 

Part one of a three-part series tracing decades of casting doubt on the science, missed 

opportunities and the ongoing attempts to hold Big Oil to account. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: ONE CHILD NATION (90) minutes 

Aired Monday, May 23, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

China's one-child policy forever changed the lives of mothers and children. Inspired by 

the birth of her first child, filmmaker Nanfu Wang returns to China to speak with her 

mother and brother, and explore the ripple effect of this social experiment. 

 

 

WASHINGTON WEEK (30) minutes 

Aired Friday, June 3, 2022 at 8:00 pm 

A bipartisan group of senators is making progress on a framework for gun legislation 

after a spate of recent mass shootings. Plus, the White House pivots its messaging on 

inflation and the economy amid soaring prices. Join moderator Yamiche Alcindor, 

Eugene Daniels of POLITICO, Annie Karni of The New York Times and Amara 

Omeokwe of The Wall Street Journal as they discuss these stories and more.  
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

CHANGING PLANET (120) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 8:00pm 

Every year over seven years, conservationist M. Sanjayan anchors a global storytelling 

effort to monitor seven iconic locations across the planet. Featuring the latest science and 

emphasizing local voices, each location represents a unique biome and a litmus test for 

change happening across the planet. Some locations are heavily protected; others will 

experience pioneering schemes to rebuild the habitats; others could be lost forever. There 

are winners and losers, positive changes and reasons for hope. Locations include the 

West Coast of America, the Great Barrier Reef, the East African Plains, the Arctic, the 

Sundarbans and the Ganges, the Amazon Basin, and coastal Southeast Asia. 

 

 

NATURE: MY GARDEN OF A THOUSAND BEES (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, May 4, 2022 at 8:00 pm 

A wildlife cameraman spends his time during the pandemic lockdown filming the bees in 

his urban garden and discovers the many diverse species and personalities that exist in 

this insect family. 

 
 

PLANET CALIFORNIA: RIVERS OF GOLD (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 22, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

California is a land of extremes - tallest, deepest, highest, hottest.But in a rapidly 

changing and thirsty world, drought, dams and fire pose dire threats to an ecosystem 

connected by rivers on land, in the air and in the sea.  
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

NOVA: THE CANNABIS QUESTION (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 13, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

Cannabis contains chemicals which mimic ones found in our brain. One is THC, which 

produces the high associated with pot use. Another, called CBD, shows promise for 

treating seizures, addiction, and insomnia. NOVA joins scientists and experts around the 

country. What risks does cannabis pose to the developing adolescent brain? Does heavy 

cannabis use impair intelligence, increase psychosis, or even put future generations at risk 

for addiction? As cannabis becomes socially accepted, scientists are racing to understand 

the long-term health consequences. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: SCENES FROM THE GLITTERING WORLD (60) 

minutes 

Aired Monday, May 16, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

Following three Indigenous students, Scenes from the Glittering World is a meditation on 

adolescence, trauma, and the power of connecting with an isolated Navajo homeland. 

 

 

HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT: THE STORM (120) minutes 

Aired Monday, June 26, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

This series takes a look at the experiences of young people living with mental health 

conditions with a focus on the importance of awareness and compassion. This series will 

shine a light on what life looks like for these young people as well as for the parents, 

teachers, friends, and healthcare providers in their lives.  
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

POV: ON THE DIVIDE (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 18, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

McAllen, TX is home to the last reproductive health clinic on the Texas/Mexico border. 

It is the center of the tension between religious protesters who try to stop patients coming 

inside and the security staff of the clinic who fight to protect it. On The Divide follows 

three different Latinx members of this community and the unforeseen choices they face 

for their daily survival. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: POLICE ON TRIAL (90) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, May 31, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

Investigating the Minneapolis police in the aftermath of the murder of George Floyd. 

With Pulitzer Prize winning reporters from the Star Tribune - from the killing and 

protests to the trial of Derek Chauvin to the struggle for accountability. 

 

 

THE JANUARY 6TH HEARINGS, DAY 1 (120) minutes 

Aired Thursday, June 9, 2022 at 8:00 pm 

Live coverage of the public hearings held by the 'Select Committee to Investigate the 

January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol.' Judy Woodruff will anchor the PBS 

NewsHour coverage with contributions from NewsHour correspondents and expert 

analysis from guests.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE: THE FACTS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, April 27, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

Scientists explore the impact of climate change and what could happen if global warming 

exceeds 1.5 degrees. Discover how the latest innovations and technology are posing 

potential solutions and what individuals can do to prevent further damage. 

 

 

NOVA: ICE AGE FOOTPRINTS (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday May 25, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

Thousands of prehistoric footprints in New Mexico's White Sands National Park capture 

moments when Ice Age humans crossed paths with enormous ground sloths and 

mammoths. What can this new evidence reveal about the peopling of the Americas? 

 

 

NOVA: TOUCHING THE ASTEROID (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

If spacecraft OSIRIS-REx can grab a piece of an asteroid and bring it back to Earth, 

scientists could gain great insight into our planet's origins, and even how to defend 

against rogue asteroids. But NASA only gets three shots at collecting a sample.  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

FRONTLINE: PUTIN’S ROAD TO WAR (60) minutes 

Aired Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

The inside story of what led to Vladimir Putin's war on Ukraine. The events that shaped 

the Russian leader, the grievances that drive him, and how a growing conflict with the 

West exploded into war in Europe. 

 

 

THE REGISTRY (60) minutes 

Aired Saturday, May 21, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

This film breaks open the hidden history of the US Army's Military Intelligence Service 

(MIS) during World War II -- a story made possible because of a few aging Japanese 

American veterans with a little Internet savvy and a lot of determination. 

 

 

NOVA: GREAT ESCAPE AT DUNKIRK (60) minutes 

Aired Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at 10:00 pm 

Join archaeologists and divers recovering remains of ships and planes lost during World 

War II's epic Dunkirk operation. Discover new evidence of the ingenious technology that 

helped save Allied forces from defeat by the encircling Germans. 


