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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 

of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During January, February, 

March, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

 

American History / Biography 

Arts 

Business / Industry 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 

Economy 

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

Health / Health Care 

National Politics 

Science / Technology 

War / Veterans / National Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 

previously mentioned topics. 

 

Amanpour and Company (Weeknights) 

BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (Weekend) 

Frontline (Weekly) 

Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 

Open Mind (Weekend) 

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

PBS NewsHour Weekend (Weekends) 

To the Contrary (Weekly) 

Washington Week (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: HOME FROM SCHOOL—CHILDREN OF CARLISLE 

(60) minutes   

Aired January 10, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Northern Arapaho tribal members travel to Pennsylvania to retrieve the stories and the 

remains of children who died at Carlisle Indian boarding school in the 1880s. More than a 

century later, will these Native American boys finally come home? 

 

 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS: CHUCK BERRY (60) minutes 

Aired February 1, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Take a riveting ride on the Chuck Berry train, exploring the life of the man behind the 

music. By blending "hillbilly" music with R&B and writing impactful lyrics, Berry 

birthed a renaissance in popular music we now call rock and roll. 

 

 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND AMERICAN DIPLOMACY (60) minutes 

Aired March 26, 2022 at 8:00pm 

As a preview to Ken Burns' upcoming documentary "Benjamin Franklin," a two-part 

biography on America's most fascinating founding father, Judy Woodruff will moderate a 

discussion about Franklin's role as one of America's first diplomats with former U.S. 

Secretary of State under George W. Bush, Condoleezza Rice; newly appointed Biden 

Administration U.S. Ambassador to China, Nicholas Burns; and filmmaker Ken Burns. 

The program will feature clips from Burns's upcoming documentary, which premieres 

April 4, 2022; an in-depth discussion on the mystique of Franklin, which made him a cult 

hero in the courts of 18th Century France; Franklin's legacy as one of America's first 

ambassadors in defining the role of that office; and the role that office plays to this very 

day in serving the interests of America and its foreign policy.  
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Arts 
 

 

AMERICAN MASTERS: AILEY (120) minutes   

Aired January 11, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Discover the legendary choreographer Alvin Ailey whose dances center on the Black 

American experience with grace, strength and beauty. Featuring previously unheard 

audio interviews with Ailey, interviews with those close to him and an intimate glimpse 

into the Ailey studios today. 

 

 

WETA ARTS: FEBRUARY (30) minutes 

Aired February 7, 2022 at 9:30pm 

Felicia Curry interviews deaf hip hop artist Warren “WAWA” Snipe, an actor & activist 

who went viral for his American Sign Language interpretation of the “The Star-Spangled 

Banner” at last year’s Super Bowl. Fashion designer Nikki Hendricks’ collections 

respond to current events & history, and the Washington Revels Jubilee Voices ensemble 

works to preserve African American history through music. 

 

 

 

GREAT PERFORMANCES: THE CONDUCTOR (90) minutes 

Aired March 25, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Follow Marin Alsop's journey to become the first female music director of a major 

symphony despite repeated rejection by the classical music industry. Features footage 

with her mentor Leonard Bernstein set to a soundtrack of her performances.  
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Business / Industry 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   

Aired January 3, 2022 at 7:00pm 

President Joe Biden held a virtual meeting with farmers Monday to discuss strategies 

to increase competition and combat rising prices for meat. With bigger farms taking 

over a larger share of the market overall, many smaller dairy farms are also at a 

crossroads where they have to adapt or call it quits. From Milwaukee PBS and the 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Rick Barret reports from Wisconsin. 

 

 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: RIVETED—THE HISTORY OF JEANS (60) 

minutes 

Aired February 7, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Discover the fascinating story of this iconic American garment. From their roots in 

slavery to the Wild West, hippies, high fashion and hip-hop, jeans are the fabric on which 

the history of American ideology and politics are writ large. 

 

 

ED SLOTT’S RETIREMENT FREEDOM! (120) minutes   

Aired March 7, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Ed Slott's Retirement Freedom! follows Ed's inimitable style of combining current 

research, in-depth expertise, and humor to teach viewers about the ins and outs of their 

retirements. This program provides a step-by-step prescriptive approach to the latest tax 

and planning information.  
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 

 

FRONTLINE: THE UNITED STATES OF CONSPIRACY (60) minutes 

Aired January 18, 2022 at 10:00pm 

How trafficking in conspiracy theories went from the fringes of U.S. politics into the 

White House. The alliance of conspiracy entrepreneur Alex Jones, Trump advisor Roger 

Stone, and the president, and their role in the battle over truth and lies. 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: BULLET PROOF (90) minutes 

Aired February 14, 2022 at 10:00pm 

In an era of mass shootings, lockdown drills and teacher firearms training are as much a 

part of life in American schools as homecoming dances and basketball practice. 

 

 

BRING HER HOME (60) minutes 

Aired March 21, 2022 at 10:00pm 

BRING HER HOME follows three Indigenous women - an artist, an activist and a 

politician - as they work to vindicate and honor their relatives who are victims in the 

growing epidemic of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women. As they face the lasting 

effects of historical trauma, each woman searches for healing while navigating the 

oppressive systems that brought about this very crisis.  
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Economy 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired January 12, 2022 at 7:00pm 

President Joe Biden held a virtual meeting with farmers Monday to discuss strategies 

to increase competition and combat rising prices for meat. With bigger farms taking 

over a larger share of the market overall, many smaller dairy farms are also at a 

crossroads where they have to adapt or call it quits. From Milwaukee PBS and the 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Rick Barret reports from Wisconsin. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired February 9, 2022 at 7:00pm 

Many economists believe the spike in prices is going to be quite high compared to a 

year ago, while inflation&#39;s bite has been particularly pronounced on some groups of 

Americans. That includes seniors living on fixed incomes and millennials who had 

already lost ground during the financial crisis and Great Recession. Economics 

correspondent Paul Solman reports. 

 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR SPECIAL REPORT: STATE OF THE UNION (180) minutes 

Aired March 1, 2022 at 8:00pm 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news 

summary, live interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. President 

Biden addresses the nation in the annual state of the union address.  
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 

 

 

BIG PACIFIC: MYSTERIOUS (60) minutes 

Aired January 5, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Explore the mysterious Pacific-whose depths we are just beginning to explore. There are 

many unanswered questions we yearn to unravel, but the ocean doesn't give up its secrets 

willingly. 

 

 

GREAT THUNBERG: A YEAR TO SAVE THE PLANET (60) minutes 

Aired February 16, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Join Greta in Switzerland and Denmark to investigate potential solutions to limit climate 

change. She also explores how everyone can play a role, from what we eat to what we 

wear. Finally, she looks for lessons from the world's response to COVID-19. 

 

 

NOVA: SECRET MIND OF SLIME (60) minutes 

Aired March 31, 2022 at 8:00pm 

Scientists investigate the bizarre "intelligence" of slime molds, which appear to learn and 

make decisions -- without a brain. These cunning, single-celled blobs can navigate mazes 

and create efficient networks. Can they also redefine cognition?  
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Health / Health Care 
 

 

FRONTLINE: CHINA’S COVID SECRETS (90) minutes 

Aired January 25, 2022 at 10:00pm 

The untold story of the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic and how China responded. 

Chinese scientists and doctors, international disease experts and health officials reveal 

missed opportunities to suppress the outbreak, and lessons for the world. 

 

 

OUR NEW NORMAL: HOW TEENS ARE REDEFINING SCHOOL LIFE (90) 

minutes   

Aired February 22, 2022 at 10:30pm 

From vaccination and mask mandates to mental health and curriculum protests, students 

in America are seeking a new normal amid the ongoing chaos created by the pandemic. 

So what do they have to say about it?  

In an hour-long special, PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Labs (SRL) will explore how 

teens are searching for stability and redefining school life. 

 

 
EAST LAKE MEADOWS: A PUBLIC HOUSING STORY (120 minutes) 

Aired March 26, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Learn the history of East Lake Meadows, a former public housing community in Atlanta. 

Stories from residents reveal hardship and resilience, and raise critical questions about 

race, poverty and who is deserving of public assistance. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 

INDEPENDENT LENS: MISSING IN BROOKS COUNTY (90) minutes 

Aired January 31, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Migrants go missing in rural South Texas more than anywhere else in the U.S. For many 

families whose loved ones have disappeared after crossing the Mexico border, one 

activist detective is their last hope. 

 

 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: AMERICAN DIPLOMAT (60) minutes   

Aired February 15, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Discover how three Black diplomats broke racial barriers at the US State Department 

during the Cold War. Asked to represent the best of American ideals abroad while facing 

discrimination at home, they left a lasting impact on the Foreign Service. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: PELOSI’S POWER (90) minutes 

Aired March 22, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Powerful and polarizing, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's life and legacy.Across three 

decades, how Pelosi has gained and wielded power and faced grave challenges to her 

leadership and to American democracy from Trump and his allies.  
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Science / Technology 
 

 

NATURE: LIVING VOLCANOES (60) minutes 

Aired January 5, 2022 at 8:00pm 

Uncover the variety of activity, both human and natural, that occurs on the slopes of 

active volcanoes. See the surprising number of animals that survive and thrive alongside 

these fiery natural phenomena. 

 

 

NOVA: SECRETS IN THE SCAT (60) minutes   

Aired February 9, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Join biologists on the trail of nature's smelliest secrets. From the mysterious cubic 

droppings of wombats to the precious pink waste of whales, animal poop reveals essential 

details of behavior, communication, and survival. 

 

 

NOVA: SECRETS IN OUR DNA (60) minutes 

Aired March 30, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

Millions of Americans have sent their DNA to be analyzed by private companies, which 

are revealing customers' ancestry and family connections, and reporting health risks. But 

what are the pitfalls and unintended consequences of sharing genetic data?  
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War / Veterans / National Security 
 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 

Aired January 24, 2022 at 7:00pm 

President Joe Biden held a virtual meeting with farmers Monday to discuss strategies 

to increase competition and combat rising prices for meat. With bigger farms taking 

over a larger share of the market overall, many smaller dairy farms are also at a 

crossroads where they have to adapt or call it quits. From Milwaukee PBS and the 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Rick Barret reports from Wisconsin. 

 

 

FRONTLINE: TRUMP’S AMERICAN CARNAGE (60) minutes 

Aired February 1, 2022 at 10:00pm 

From his first days as president to his last, how Trump stoked division, violence, and 

insurrection. Trump's siege on his enemies, the media, and even the leaders of his own 

party, who for years ignored the warning signs of what was to come. 

 

 

ZELENSKYY: THE MAN WHO TOOK ON PUTIN (30) minutes 

Aired March 18, 2022 at 8:30pm 

This documentary charts the rise of the comedian, actor and entertainer who became the 

improbable wartime leader. For some he was the political lightweight, whose approval 

ratings had slipped and was not trusted to deal with the rising tensions with Russia. But in 

the last few weeks Zelenskyy's uncompromising stand -which has led to this current face 

off with Vladimir Putin -has transformed his image and popularity, both at home and 

abroad. The film explores the man behind the series of game changing social media and 

TV appearances which have encapsulated the defiant response of a nation. What 

motivates him? How did he transform from joker to leader and what is the next chapter of 

his story? 


