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When: 04/3/18, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. (2 hours) & 4/10/17, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. (2 hours)

Issue: Organized Walk Outs; Stand in Solidarity

Description: On March 14, the University community came together at the university’s 
iconic Ellipse landmark to participate in a nationwide school walkout. Students, faculty, 
administrators and members of the surrounding community all joined the student-
organized demonstration. 

Summary: (From the Villanovan) - Preceding the national walkout, the University sent 
out an email ensuring that enrolled students who participated in the walkout would not be 
penalized or marked absent in classes. In addition to this, the University stated that the 
acceptance of any incoming students would not be changed or rescinded if they 
participated in the walkout and faced disciplinary action at their high schools. 

This nationwide walk out was the “first major coordinated action of the student-led 
movement for gun control,” according to New York Times. Young people commanded 
the news and virtually every social media platform during this walk out. 

The symbolism of young people the same age and even younger being killed by school 
shooters was evident due to signs displaying the slogan, “This is our future” and “We are 
the future.”

At the University, a circle of students and faculty surrounded the crowd. Some members 
of the circle held up various Villanova T-shirts while others carried signs. The signs 
included slogans such as: “Are we next?” and “That could have been us.”

When: 05/19/18, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (10 hours)

What: Graduation Broadcast 

Summary: Broadcasted live from WXVU about commencement at Villanova University. 
Every 15 minutes, the DJ provides updates on traffic, reviews the commencement 
schedule, and is available to answer any phone calls that graduating seniors and guests 
may have. 


