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Section I. Issues 

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. Disease Outbreaks: Flu season arrived earlier than any time over the last decade and has 
been more virulent. The original B-strain has now morphed into the A-strain. The Alabama 
Department of Public Health is urging extra precautions and inoculation. The Coronavirus is 
spreading across the country, including the southeast. At issue is government and individual 
response and how much more it will impact the health of Americans. In March, the City of 
Tuscaloosa was forced to issue a public curfew in an attempt to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

B. Emergency Preparedness: Three people have died in tornadoes so far in West Alabama. 
Severe weather, hazardous materials, domestic terrorism, earthquakes and winter storms are 
threats that Alabamians must be prepared for. Alabama has the highest death rate from 
tornadoes of any state over the last decade. Knowing how to prepare for severe weather is 
critical. 

C. Voting Rights:  Voting is a fundamental right but it is an issue in which Alabamians must be 
vigilant in protecting and maintaining. More than 50 years after the dissolution of “Jim Crow 
Laws” in the south, their legacy continues to impact education, jobs, social advancement and 
societal acceptance for Blacks in the South. 

D. Slavery & Human Trafficking: January is National Anti-slavery & Human Trafficking Month. It is 
a growing issue in Tuscaloosa/Northport putting young and old, male and female at risk. 

E. Adequate Housing Shortage: Tuscaloosa/Northport area has a distinct shortage in affordable 
housing, leaving many families in a situation in which finding a residence is almost impossible. 

F. State Government Agenda: Gov. Kay Ivey’s State of the State Address described critical 
issues facing the state and how she plans to resolve them.  

G. Illicit Adult/Minor Relationship Issues: A wave of teacher/student, leader/member illicit sexual 
encounters have created issues for youth groups and raised issues about trust between parents 
and organizations like the Boy Scouts of America. 

H. Computer Fraud: Computer fraud is a multi-billion-dollar business and it can strike individuals 
to major corporations with damaging consequences.  

Section II. Responsive Programs 
 

Date(s) 
Aired 

Program Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration  Time  

5 Jan 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 

Disease Outbreaks.  Alabama Department 
of Public Health urging flu shots and 
precautions even this late in the season. 

30 Minutes 6:00 A.M. 



 Myths about inoculation and who can get 
the flu debunked by ADPH. 
 

12 Jan 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

Emergency Preparedness. Alabama and 
other states face a number of threats and 
hazards. Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency Director Brian 
Hastings discusses how not to be a victim.  
 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

19 Jan 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

Voting Rights.  Alabama Secretary of 
State John Merrill discussing the 
controversies surrounding voting rights, 
outside interference in elections, the 
election process and how to register to 
vote. 
 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

26 Jan 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 

Human Trafficking.  West Alabama 
Human Trafficking Task Force Sgt. Ashley 
Blaylock discussed the trafficking threat to 
children as young as 11. There are 3 types 
trafficking: sex, labor and domestic. 
 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

02 Feb 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 

Adequate Housing Shortage.  Habitat for 
Humanity Tuscaloosa Executive Dir. Ellen 
Potts discussed a severe shortage of 
adequate housing for poor and moderate-
income residents in the wake of rebuilding 
from the 2011 tornado, rapid growth at 
University of Alabama and booming 
economy. She discussed how Habitat is 
helping. 
 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

09 Feb 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

State Government Agenda.  Alabama 
Governor Kay Ivey delivered her annual 
State of the State Address and outlined her 
agenda for 2020. Prison reform, education 
bipartisanship and jobs training were 
among the issues highlighted. 
 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

16 Feb 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

Emergency Preparedness.  Feb 16-22 is 
Severe Weather Awareness Week as 
designated by Gov. Ivey. National Weather 
Service Birmingham Meteorologist John De 
Block and staff meteorologist Mark K. 
Discussed the importance of awareness 
and preparedness to save lives. 

30 minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 A.M. 

23 Feb 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

Voting Rights.  “Jim Crow” laws codified 
segregation in the south. Their impact on 
blacks, whites, southern society then and 
now were explored. Program is in 
commemoration of “Black History Month”. 
 

30 minutes 6:00 A.M. 

1 Mar 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

Disease Outbreaks.  “The Coronavirus” is 
eliciting a panic among citizens, business 

30 minutes 8:00 A.M. 



 
 

and commerce and is moving toward being 
declared a pandemic. Just what the virus is, 
how it impacts people, ways for people to 
counter it and what the short and distant 
future may look like were explored. 
 

8 Mar 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

Illicit Adult/Minor Relationship Issues.  
“Local versus National Boy Scouts of 
America”. BSA nationally has been sued as 
a result of claims of adult sexual relations 
with boys. The suits have forced the 
national organization to declared 
bankruptcy. The West Alabama Council of 
BSA is not involved in the suit nor is it 
struggle financially. At issue is the future of 
scouting as perceived by the public. 
 

30 minutes 8:00 A.M. 

15 Mar 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

Disease Outbreaks.  “Pandemic” The 
COVID-19 Pandemic has shutdown much 
other country and experts predict more 
cases and deaths. Advice on precautions & 
information from Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt 
Maddox on Tuscaloosa’s precautions were 
given. 
 

30 minutes 8:00 A.M. 

22 Mar 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 

Computer Fraud.  “When the government 
helps the bad guys” Atlanta businessman 
Michael Daugherty recounts how computer 
fraud destroyed his business with the help 
of the Federal Trade Commission. He won 
his court case but lost his company due 
compromises of his company, LabMD, 
computer network.  
 

30 minutes 8:00 A.M. 

29 Mar 20 West Alabama on 
Point 

 
 
 

Disease Outbreaks.  “Stay at Home” – The 
City of Tuscaloosa moves one step closer 
to a total lock-down with a 24/7 curfew in an 
attempt to quell the spread of COVID-19. 
Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox and DCH 
Regional Medical Center physicians 
discuss the need for the order. 
 

30 minutes 8:00 A.M. 

 


