
 

WQED-TV Pittsburgh Quarterly Programs Report:   4th Quarter  2018 

(October 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018) 
  

WQED-TV has addressed the following major concerns of the communities within the station’s 

service for the period of October 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018. 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY 
 

Series Title:    Darr Mine Disaster, An OnQ Special Edition 

Length:           30 minutes 

Airdate:          12/17/2018 7:30 PM 

Service:           WQED 

Format:           Documentary 
 

OnQ chronicles the history of the worst mining disaster in Pennsylvania history. On December 

19, 1907, the Darr Mine exploded in Van Meter, Westmoreland County, killing 239 men and 

boys. This documentary includes rare archival material, interviews with people who had personal 

connections to the Darr, and the story of those who believe a “religious miracle “kept the tragedy 

from being much worse. 

 

CULTURE 

 
Series Title:    That’s A Lot 

Length:           30 minutes   

Airdate:          12/3/2018 7:30 PM 

Service:           WQED 

Format:           Documentary 

 

WQED travels through the Pittsburgh region to find stories that boast a bundle - in factories, 

offbeat museums, quirky collections and more. The documentary features Pinball Perfection's 

giant treasure of pinball machines, Dellalo's, a massive importer and distributor of olives, 

Bicycle Heaven with the world's largest bicycle museum and shop, St. Anthony's Chapel, home 

to the largest collection of relics outside of the Vatican, and Pymatuning State Park spillway's 

jaw-dropping carp population. 

 

Series Title:    A Christmas Cookie Story 

Length:           30 minutes       

Airdate:          12/6/2018  8:00 PM 

Service:           WQED 

Format:           Documentary 

 



For many Western Pennsylvanians, a day of cookie baking is as celebratory as the holidays. Families 

gather in kitchens throughout the region to mix dough, whip frostings and scatter sprinkles. It's a time to 

embrace ethnic traditions and remember loved ones who handed down now creased and crumbling recipes. 

This holiday documentary features a pizzelle-making church group, gingerbread house artists, one of the 

area's busiest cookie bakeries, and a woman who donates her cookies as a goodwill gesture, and 

Pittsburgh's popular cookie tour. 

     

Series Title:    It’s Pittsburgh & A Lot of Other Stuff 

Length:           30 minutes 

Airdate:          12/6/18 

Service:           WQED 

Format:           Documentary 

 

Gingerbread Lane: It’s a giant sort-of –Victorian holiday village covered in candy! It’s an 

astounding work of folk art. It’s Gingerbread Lane. We follow its creator, Jon Lovitch, from 

icing in February to assembling in November at Station Square. Sweet Stuff! 

 
  

   

  
   

  

HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 
 

Series Title:    Battling Opioids 

Length:         30 minutes      

Airdate:          12/20/2018 

Service:           WVIA 

Format:           Documentary 
 

 The opioid crisis has become a nationwide issue. It was declared a disaster emergency in Pennsylvania by 

Governor Wolf in January 2018. Pennsylvania's Public Television Stations (PPT), are confronting this 

crisis head-on. Through the collaborative, statewide efforts, Pennsylvania citizens will see stories of hope 

and survival, and have access and information on where to get help. Battling Opioids, a project of 

Pennsylvania Public Media Part 1 Revisited is a 90:00 program. The first 30 minutes of the program will 

consist of a new panel discussion. An 800 number will be on screen allowing viewers to call and get 

information regarding resources that are available throughout the state. Panelists will include: Senator 

Gene Yaw - 23rd District, PA. Don Tollefson - Philadelphia television personality Alexis Johnson - 

Model/Actress The last 60 minutes of the program will encore the magazine style format program from 

September consisting of stories from around the Commonwealth that focuses on stigma, prevention and 

treatment.  Hosted by Paola Giangiacomo 

 

 
 

MEDIA 
 

Series Title:   OnQ Christmas Stories: Through the Years  

Length:          30 minutes    

Airdate:          12/24/2018 7:30 PM 

Service:          WQED 



Format:           Documentary 

 

From the archives, a collection of OnQ favorites all wrapped up in a holiday package. Featured 

stories: Belle Vernon Santa Suit Factory (2001), WVU Poinsettias (2003), Kaufmann's Last 

Christmas (2005), Hartwood Acres Lights 2003). 

 

Series Title:   B.E. Christmas Concert  

Length:           60 minutes 

Airdate:          12/24/2018 

Service:           APTEX 

Format:           Other 

 

  Each holiday season, recording and performing artist B.E. Taylor draws loyal fans and first-time  

concert-goers alike to his annual Christmas tour. Now, Taylor makes his national public television  

debut with an entertaining holiday special recorded at a festively decorated concert hall adorned with 

Christmas trees, wreaths and white lights. The one-hour concert features Taylor's modern  

arrangements of perennial Christmas favorites. Backed by two singers, a drummer, a 

keyboardist/saxophonist and several guitar players, Taylor infuses traditional songs with a  

contemporary feel. The set list includes: "Away in the Manger," "O' Little Town of Bethlehem," 

 "Feel the Love of Christmas," "What Child is This?" "Light of the Stable," "Little Drummer Boy,"  

"Hark the Herald Angels Sing," "God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman" and "Joy to the World." 

Series Title:   Friends and Neighbors 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:          12/27/2018 

Service:           WQED 

Format:           Documentary 

 
  

This thirty-minute WQED documentary commemorates the fiftieth Anniversary Year, going behind 

the scenes for special insights from the members of the cast and crew who helped make the original 

programs. And we look at some of the many ways Fred Rogers and his Neighborhood continue to  

inspire new generations. 

 

MINORITIES/CIVIL RIGHTS 
 

Series Title: Tree of Life: A Concert for Peace and Unity    

Length:        60 minutes      

Airdate:       12/13/2018  8:00 PM  

Service:       WQED   

Format:        Other    
 

Join renowned Israeli- American violinist Itzhak Perlman, the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 

and Music director Manfred Honeck and the Mendelssohn choir of Pittsburgh for a special 

concert in remembrance of the city’s Tree of Life Synagogue tragedy. 

 
 

 


