
Q4 2021—Issues and Programs Report—HPR News

Hawai‘i Public Radio does daily reporting on issues important to its community of 
listeners. Coverage is guided in part by a list of issues put together with input 
from the station’s Community Advisory Board and HPR’s Broadcast Committee 
and approved by HPR’s Board of Directors. Issues include Education, Healthcare, 
Native Hawaiian Culture, Economic Issues, Homelessness, Housing, 
Environment, Community Planning, Immigration and Assimilation, Local Food 
and Agriculture and Arts and Culture.

The station airs a locally produced and hosted public affairs talk program, “The 
Conversation, which airs from 11am to noon each weekday. That program 
features guests and listener call-in segments. Each Monday from 6:30pm to 
7:00pm HPR airs a half-hour locally-produced program on medical developments 
and trends called “The Body Show,” and each Thursday from 6:30pm to 7:00pm 
HPR airs a half-hour locally-produced program on technology called “Bytemarks 
Café.”

In addition, local news reporters cover these topics of interest and importance to 
the state-wide listening community, typically filing reports of 2-3 minutes airing 
each day on Morning Edition from 5am to 9am and on All Things Considered from 
noon to 1pm and 4pm to 6pm.

For the purposes of this report, we will focus on stories and coverage in the areas 
of Environment, Education, Healthcare, and Native Hawaiian Culture.

ENVIRONMENT

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands is pursuing development of 2 Hawaiʻi 
Island solar farms---Russell Subiono

This October 12th interview segment on The Conversation focused on a state 
government plan to develop solar energy on the Big Island of Hawaiʻi. Increasing 
access to solar power is one of the big reasons behind the Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands’ two proposed solar farms on Hawaiʻi Island. The Conversation talked 
with the department’s Cedric Duarte to find out where they’ll be built and who benefits 
from them.

https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/the-conversation/2021-10-12/department-of-hawaiian-home-lands-hawaii-island-solar-farms
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/the-conversation/2021-10-12/department-of-hawaiian-home-lands-hawaii-island-solar-farms
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/people/russell-subiono


Military families voice fears and frustrations about contaminated Navy water 
system   Catherine Cruz  December 2, 2021
The military has held town hall meetings over the past few days fielding community 
questions amid an outcry over what some see as a slow response to the fumes in their 
tap water. Families voiced fears not only about what they were smelling in the water but 
what they were seeing in the water.

Board of Water Supply shuts down Halawa well as a precaution following Navy 
well contamination--Sophia McCullough December 3, 2021
The Honolulu Board of Water Supply says its water does not have petroleum products 
in it. But as a precaution, the BWS shut down the Halawa well — its largest water 
source on Oʻahu, supplying about 20% of the water for Urban Honolulu.

Head of Oʻahu water utility urges protection of vital resource, says fuel has 
affected the aquifer  Jason Ubay  December 6, 2021
In our continuing coverage of the Red Hill water contamination, HPR’s Jason Ubay 
reports that the Navy said last week that it has detected petroleum in water from its Red 
Hill shaft. As a precaution, Oʻahu’s water authority shut down a shaft pulling from the 
same aquifer. The water utility has reviewed data from the Navy’s monitor wells in the 
lower access tunnel and found that fuel has affected the aquifer.

EDUCATION

A segment on The Conversation on October 11th focused on Iolani School—and its plan 
to offer free summer preparatory courses to newly enrolled students. This is only two 
months into the new academic year, but school officials are already looking ahead to 
summer term. The program grew out of a project that began with the school shutdown 
triggered by the pandemic.

Internet access study to bring digital equity to Hawaiʻi's rural communities
Kuʻuwehi Hiraishi November 10, 2021
A statewide broadband mapping initiative is underway in rural communities, aiming to 
produce a snapshot of internet connectivity in the islands. This is particularly important 
for public school students in many of the poorer areas of the state. The COVID-19 
pandemic has placed a new emphasis on the need for internet access for school, work, 
and health care. But there are still households across the state who lack access.

https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/the-conversation/2021-12-03/military-families-voice-fears-and-frustrations-about-contaminated-navy-water-system
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/the-conversation/2021-12-03/military-families-voice-fears-and-frustrations-about-contaminated-navy-water-system
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/people/catherine-cruz
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2021-12-03/board-of-water-supply-shuts-down-halawa-well-as-a-precaution-following-navy-well-contamination
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2021-12-03/board-of-water-supply-shuts-down-halawa-well-as-a-precaution-following-navy-well-contamination
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/people/sophia-mccullough
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2021-12-06/head-of-oahu-water-utility-urges-protection-of-vital-resource-says-fuel-has-affected-the-aquifer
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2021-12-06/head-of-oahu-water-utility-urges-protection-of-vital-resource-says-fuel-has-affected-the-aquifer
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/people/jason-ubay
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/local-news/2021-11-10/internet-access-study-to-bring-digital-equity-to-hawaiis-rural-communities
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/people/kuuwehi-hiraishi


Kaʻōhao School principal shares upcoming vaccination plans and COVID 
updates
Catherine Cruz  November 11, 2021
COVID-19 vaccination clinics for younger keiki are rolling out this week at most private 
schools, some public schools and charter schools — including Kaʻōhao Public Charter 
School on the windward side of Oʻahu. We take a closer look and talk with some of the 
school officials involved in the planning and execution of the programs.

HEALTHCARE

For Micronesians in Hawaiʻi, the struggle for health care can be traced back to 
nuclear tests--Jackie Young  October, 2021
Nearly 25,000 Micronesians live in Hawaiʻi — and their struggle for affordable health 
care has lasted for more than 20 years. There have been recent changes, but 
challenges remain. HPR’s Jackie Young did a 3-part series looking at some of those 
changes and the challenges for the health care system and for those who are having 
trouble paying for their healthcare.

Oʻahu COVID-19 cases up fivefold over the past 2 weeks, health officials urge 
caution---HPR News Staff---December 17, 2021

The number of new COVID-19 cases on Oʻahu has surged nearly fivefold in the past 
two weeks. The Hawaiʻi Department of Health says Oʻahu recorded a seven-day 
average of 251 cases on Friday, compared to 53 cases on Dec. 2. Department Director 
Dr. Libby Char says gatherings over Thanksgiving were a factor, as was an increase in 
holiday travel and people taking their masks off to eat in indoor settings. HPR has 
continued to follow this developing story of community reaction, the state of the 
healthcare system, and the outlook for residents.

NATIVE HAWAIIAN CULTURE

What is Hula? Who is qualified to teach it? A new declaration signed by 200 
Kumu Hula spells it out--Noe Tanigawa   October 22, 2021
The coronavirus pandemic forced everyone to evaluate how to stay safe in an uncertain 
environment. For Kumu Hula, or master teachers of Hula, it was no different. They 
originally convened to find a cultural response to the pandemic. Then, the conversations 
deepened. HPR’s Noe Tanigawa spoke to students, teachers, and cultural practitioners 
about the significance of these developments.

https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/the-conversation/2021-11-11/kaohao-school-principal-shares-upcoming-vaccination-plans-and-covid-updates
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The revival of Makahiki as a restoration of Native Hawaiian identity
Noe Tanigawa  November 12, 2021
This presentation on The Conversation included a pair of interview segments on the 
traditional Native Hawaiian holiday season of Makahiki. 
Imaikalani Winchester says the revival of of Makahiki is a restoration of Native 
Hawaiians and their identity as kanaka living in an occupation that has tried 
systematically to remove and dismember their identity.
Makahiki festival on Molokaʻi involves the keiki in Hawaiian tradition and culture
Noe Tanigawa  November 12, 2021
Lana Corpuz was raised on Maui and Molokaʻi where her grandparents live. Ka 
Moloka’i Makahiki Festival is one of her projects. She’s been involved a number of times 
in this closing tribute to Makahiki season.

https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/the-conversation/2021-11-12/the-revival-of-makahiki-as-a-restoration-of-native-hawaiian-identity
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/people/noe-tanigawa
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/the-conversation/2021-11-12/makahiki-festival-on-molokai-involves-the-keiki-in-hawaiian-tradition-and-culture
https://www.hawaiipublicradio.org/people/noe-tanigawa

