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As the program schedule for WTTW-PBS is planned, special consideration is given to a 
variety of special interests in the Chicagoland area. During July, August, and September, 
the following issues were covered in a variety of programming:  
American History / Biography 
Arts / Culture   
Business / Industry / Economy  
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement   
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
Health / Health Care 
American Politics / Government  
Science / Technology 
War / Veterans / National Security  
 
The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 
previously mentioned topics: 
Amanpour & Company (Weeknights) 
American Masters 
American Experience  
BBC World News (Weeknights)  
BBC World News America (Weeknights)  
Chicago Tonight (Weeknights) 
Chicago Tonight: Black Voices 
Chicago Tonight: Latino Voices 
Frontline 
Independent Lens  
Nature 
NOVA 
PBS NewsHour (Weeknights)  
PBS NewsHour Weekend 
POV  
Pritzker Military Presents  
Washington Week (Weekly) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



American History / Biography 
 
American Masters: Buddy Guy: The Blues Chase the Blues Away (90) minutes  
Aired Tuesday, July 27, 2021 at 8:00pm  
Dive into the career of the legendary blues guitarist, a pioneer of Chicago’s West Side sound and 
major influence on rock titans like Jimi Hendrix and Eric Clapton. Featuring new performances 
and interviews with John Mayer, Carlos Santana and more. 
 
American Experience: Jesse Owens (60) minutes 
Aired on Tuesday, August 3, 2021 at 9:00pm  
The athlete's life and his victories in the face of Nazi racism at the 1936 Olympics are explored. 
 
Frontline “America After 9/11” (120) minutes  
Aired on Monday, September 13, 2021 at 8:00pm  
How 9/11 ushered in an era of fear, mistrust, and division in America. The compromises and 
consequences for American democracy-from the terror attacks, through four presidencies, wars 
abroad, and ultimately insurrection at home. 
 
Muhammad Ali “Round One: The Greatest (1942-1964)” (120) minutes 
Aired on Sunday, September 19, 2021 at 7:00pm (Series) 
A portrait of one of the best-known and most indelible figures of the 20th century, a three-time 
heavyweight boxing champion who insisted on being himself unconditionally and became a 
global icon and inspiration to people everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Arts / Culture 
Beyond the Canvas “Arts of Mexico” (30) minutes  
Aired on Friday, July 9, 2021 at 9:30pm (Series) 
This episode features some of Mexico’s most prominent actors, filmmakers, chefs, and street artists. 
Breakthrough star Yalitza Aparicio, Mexican chef Gabriella Cámara, and others speak about Mexico’s 
emergence as a global art center, and share updates on how some of the country’s creative innovators are 
surviving amid COVID-19. 
 
POV “The Pier Kids” (90) minutes 
Aired on Monday, August 2, 2021 at 9:00pm  
This documentary explores the lives of the black, homeless queer and trans youth who call the 
Christopher Street Pier in New York City their home, forging friendships and chosen families. 
 
Sweet Home Chicago Blues: Celebrating 50 Years of Alligator Records (90) minutes 
Aired on Friday, September 10, 2021 at 9:30pm 
Filmed at Governors State University on the Center for Performing Arts, this once-in-a-lifetime 
concert celebrates the 50th anniversary of Chicago-based label Alligator Records. The special 
features performances from four of the label’s most popular artists: legendary harmonica player 
Billy Branch and his band The Sons of Blues back Grammy-nominated vocalist Shemekia 
Copeland, slide guitar master Lil’ Ed Williams, and beloved Chicago blues guitarist and 
songwriter Toronzo Cannon. Alligator Records’ founder and president Bruce Iglauer hosts the 
evening, sharing behind-the-scenes stories about the label’s history and how he discovered 
Chicago’s brightest blues stars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Business / Industry / Economy 
 
POV “Landfall” (90) minutes 
Aired on Monday, July 12, 2021 at 10:00pm 
After the fallout of Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico faces a new threat: disaster capitalism. The 
resulting collective trauma and resistance pose a question of global urgency: when the world falls 
apart, what does a just recovery look like? 
 
Frontline “The Power of the Fed” (60) minutes 
Aired on Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 10:00pm 
When COVID struck, the Federal Reserve stepped in to try to avert economic crisis. As the 
country's central bank continues to pump billions of dollars into the financial system daily, who 
is benefitting and at what cost?  
 
The Future of Work “The New Industrial Revolution” (60) minutes  
Aired on Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at 9:00pm (Series) 
This three-hour broadcast series probes the seismic upheavals transforming how Americans 
make their livelihoods today. Geared toward a public media general audience, the programs 
explore the roots of these changes and address how colleges or vocational training are preparing 
the next generation of U.S. workers. How will businesses, communities, and governments 
respond to this latest revolution? And, will the American Dream – the good life attained through 
hard work and upward mobility – survive these upheavals?  
 
Corporate Welfare: Where’s the Outrage? (60) minutes  
Aired on Sunday, September 5, 2021 at 4:00pm  
This documentary examines the many ways government support of big business can harm small 
businesses and communities, and oftentimes fail to meet the intended goal. Hosted by Johan 
Norberg, Executive Editor at Free to Choose Media and Cato Fellow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 
Frontline “In the Shadow of 9/11” (120) minutes  
Aired on August Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at 9:00pm  
How seven men in Miami were indicted for the biggest alleged al-Qaeda plot since 9/11. From 
the director of Leaving Neverland, the bizarre story of an FBI sting that led to a terror 
prosecution, though the men had no weapons or connection to al-Qaeda. 
 
Haymarket: The Bomb, The Anarchists, The Labor Struggle (90) minutes 
Aired on Monday, September 6, 2021 on 7:30pm  
A Chicago workers' protest rally turns deadly when a bomb is thrown into the ranks of police in 
May of 1886, resulting in a trial and execution of presumably innocent workers' rights activists. 
 
Chicago Tonight: “Will Cameras on Chicago Expressways Help Deter Shootings?” (7) 
minutes  
Aired on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 7:00pm (Segment) 
Eastbound traffic was temporarily closed Monday afternoon on I-290 near California Avenue, 
after a shooting on the expressway resulted in two gunshot victims going to the hospital, 
according to the Illinois State Police. It marked the 159th shooting on an expressway in the 
Chicago area so far in 2021. It’s possible a camera may have captured what happened. On 
Friday, the Illinois State Police announced it was beginning to install license plate reader 
cameras along Chicago-area expressways, at a cost of $12.5 million. Illinois State Police 
Director Brendan Kelly in a press release Friday called the cameras “an important step toward 
expanding force-multiplying technology we have long needed to protect the public traveling on 
Chicago expressways,” and “an increasingly important tool for the ISP to collect the evidence we 
need to detect and deter crime on our interstates.” Expressway shootings have skyrocketed. In 
2018 and 2019, there were around 43 and 52 shootings, respectively. In 2020 that jumped to 128, 
with 71 shootings by this point last year. So far this year, the Illinois State Police reports 158 
expressway shootings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
 
Frontline “Fire in Paradise” (60) minutes 
Aired on Tuesday, July 6, 2021 at 10:00pm 
A year after the devastating Camp Fire, who's to blame and why was it so catastrophic? With 
accounts from survivors and first responders, the inside story of the most destructive fire in 
California history, its causes and the impact of climate change. 
 
NOVA “Operation Lighthouse Rescue” (60) minutes 
Aired on Wednesday, August 11, 2021 at 9:00pm  
The Gay Head Lighthouse, a historic landmark perched high on the cliffs of Martha's Vineyard, 
is soon to become the next victim of the ocean's relentless erosion of the island's cliffs. Join 
engineers as they race to rescue this national treasure. 
 
Nature “Natural Born Rebels: Survival”  
Aired on Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at 8:00pm 
Some animals will do whatever it takes to survive. Cockatoos turn to vandalism, boxer crabs 
hold anemones hostage, sloths become filthy, puff adders have an "invisibility cloak" to hide 
themselves, and chimps use violence to stay in power. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Health / Health Care 
 
Frontline “China’s COVID Secrets” (90) minutes  
Aired on Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at 9:30pm 
The untold story of the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic and how China responded. 
Chinese scientists and doctors, international disease experts and health officials reveal missed 
opportunities to suppress the outbreak, and lessons for the world. 
 
NOVA “Cuba’s Cancer Hope” 
Aired on Wednesday, July 7, 2021 at 9:00pm 
When the U.S. trade embargo left Cuba isolated from medical resources, Cuban scientists 
developed their own biotech industry - and promising lung cancer vaccines. Can they now team 
up with U.S. partners to make the treatments available to all? 
 
NOVA “The Cannabis Question” (60) minutes 
Aired on Wednesday, September 29 at 9:00 pm 
Cannabis contains chemicals which mimic ones found in our brain. One is THC, which produces 
the high associated with pot use. Another, called CBD, shows promise for treating seizures, 
addiction, and insomnia. NOVA joins scientists and experts around the country. What risks does 
cannabis pose to the developing adolescent brain? Does heavy cannabis use impair intelligence, 
increase psychosis, or even put future generations at risk for addiction? As cannabis becomes 
socially accepted, scientists are racing to understand the long-term health consequences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



American Politics / Government   
 
Revolutionist: Eugene vs. Debs (60) minutes 
Aired on Sunday, September 5, 2021 at 5:00pm 
Narrated by actor Danny Glover, this documentary tells the story of one of the most prominent 
socialists in American history. Alternately loved and reviled, Eugene Debs emerged as a 
passionate labor leader when he led the nationwide Pullman Strike in 1894. Later, he helped 
establish the U.S. Socialist Party, and ran as its candidate for president five times - including 
once from prison! Covering both his life and career, the documentary explores the political 
legacy of this controversial and influential progressive. 
 
American Experience: Supreme Justice: Sandra Day O’Connor (120) minutes 
Aired on Monday, September 13, 2021 at 8:00pm  
When Ronald Reagan nominated Sandra Day O’Connor as the Supreme Court’s first female 
justice in 1981, the announcement dominated the news. Time Magazine’s cover proclaimed 
“Justice at Last,” and she received unanimous Senate approval. During her 25 years on the 
Supreme Court, O’Connor, a Republican, was the critical swing vote on cases involving some of 
the 20th century’s most controversial issues, including abortion, affirmative action — and she 
was the tiebreaker on Bush v. Gore. Forty years after her confirmation, this biography recounts 
the life of a pioneering woman who both reflected and shaped an era. 
 
 
Chicago Tonight: “Spotlight Politics: Springfield Special Session, Round 2” (15) minutes  
Aired on Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at 7:00pm (Segment) 
State lawmakers hold the second special session of the summer. Democrats passed new district 
maps, but rejected the governor’s amendment to an ethics bill. Meanwhile, the clean energy bill 
hangs in the balance. Mental health professionals are now responding to some 911 calls for help 
in Chicago. Officials on Wednesday updated the City Council’s Committee on Health and 
Human Relations on the pilot program. The continuing surge of COVID-19 infections in 
Chicago could slow the city’s economic recovery, Chicago’s top financial officials warned 
members of the City Council on Monday. Mayor Lori Lightfoot is expected to present her 
detailed budget this month, which is likely to include an increase in the Chicago Police 
Department’s budget. Shootings and homicides in Chicago continue to outpace figures from 
2020, according to police data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science / Technology  
 
Nature “Super Cats: Science and Secrets” (60) minutes 
Aired on Wednesday, August 11, 2021 at 8:00pm 
See how new technologies help uncover some cats' most intimate secrets, including the cheetah's 
gymnastic abilities and why lions are able to hunt cooperatively. Conservationists are fighting to 
protect the most endangered species around the globe. 
 
Frontline “Boeing’s Fatal Flaw” (60) minutes 
Aired on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 at 9:00pm 
An investigation of Boeing's flawed 737 Max jet and the crashes that killed 346 people. With the 
New York Times, revealing the commercial pressures, flawed design, and failed oversight 
behind the creation of Boeing's fastest selling plane. 
 
NOVA “Operation Bridge Rescue” (60) minutes 
Aired Wednesday, August 18 at 9pm 
Follow the rebuilding of the 19th century Blenheim Covered Bridge. Watch elite craftsmen raise 
this engineering icon under grueling time pressure and witness traditional artisans in China 
restoring ancient covered bridges to ensure their survival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



War / Veterans / National Security  
 
Frontline “Leaving Afghanistan” 
Aired on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 10:00pm 
Investigating the consequences of America's withdrawal from Afghanistan. With exclusive 
access to a militant wing of the Taliban, and the story of Iran's growing influence across the 
country.  
 
Pritzker Military Presents “Meet Your Army, First Army Leaders” (60) minutes  
Aired on Sunday, August 29, 2021 at 11:00am (Series) 
The oldest and longest-established field army of the United States Army, First Army, will talk 
about its Mission, Total Force Partnership, and discuss the way ahead to build the next 
generation of leaders. 
 
Chicago Tonight: “Terrorism Experts Reflect on 9/11 Attacks 20 Years Later” (13) 
minutes  
Aired on Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 7:00pm (Segment) 
It was the deadliest terrorist attack on United States soil, and launched international wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the creation of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and an ongoing 
war on terror. The four coordinated attacks on Sept. 11, 2001 killed nearly 3,000 people, 
including more than 340 firefighters and 72 law enforcement officers. Some 25,000 people were 
injured in the attacks, perpetrated by Islamist terrorist group al-Qaida. Two decades later, 
Americans are assessing new threats, like cyberterrorism and domestic extremism, while 
reflecting on the tumultuous withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan. Hatem Abudayyeh, 
executive director of the Arab American Action Network, a local nonprofit organized for the 
Arab community in Chicago, DePaul University history professor Thomas Mockaitis and 
University of Chicago political science professor Robert Pape discuss what we’ve learned about 
terrorist threats since then — and how safe we are today. 
 
 


