
Description of Issue Program Date/Time/Length Description/Local Relevance

COVID-19 Outbreak

UpFront 4.14.20/7:00AM/ 80 minutes

Coronavirus outbreaks: Nine dead in Hayward nursing home, one family is suing, demanding a criminal investigation as SF 
faces the worst shelter outbreak in the country. How COVID-19 has broken out in Bay Area nursing homes. Annie Sciacca is a 
reporter with the Bay Area News Group. Adante Pointer is an attorney with John Burris Law, preparing a lawsuit over the death 
of an 87-year-old man at Gateway Care and Rehabilitation Center in Hayward. Public health expert answers listener questions 
on re-starting part of the economy, Art Reingold is the Division Head of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the UC Berkeley 
School of Public Health. San Francisco Supervisors are set to vote on an emergency shelter measure. Supervisor Matt 
Haneyrepresents San Francisco’s District 6, tells us what’s happening inside SF government

Hard Knock Radio 05.08.20/4:00PM/1 hour The Impact of Covid-19 on Communities of Color We speak with author Kevin Powell about the impacts of Covid-19 on 
communities of color. 

Special Broadcast 05.12.20/7:00AM/2 Hours

Special broadcast: Senators question Dr. Anthony Fauci, Adm. Brett Giroir, experts on risks of reopening during Covid-19. Mitch 
Jeserich, Brian Edwards-Tiekert and Cat Brooks host live coverage from the U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor & Pensions May 12 hearing: “COVID-19: Safely Getting Back to Work and Back to School.” Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health, as well as Admiral Brett Giroir of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, Dr. Robert Redfield of the CDC and Stephen Hahn of the Food and Drug 
Administration answered senators’ questions about the risks of transmission from children, the likelihood of a “second wave” of a 
virus in the fall of 2020, the cost of a future vaccine, and more.

Hard Knock Radio 06.03.20/4:00 PM/ 1 hour

We speak with various individuals about Covid-19’s impact on the residence of San Francisco. Troubling data shows Covid-19 
mostly struck communities of color. With guests:Kim F. Rhoads, MD, MS, MPH, Associate Professor, Epidemiology & 
Biostatistics, Dr. Monique LeSarre, Executive Director of Rafiki Coalition, Supervisor Shamann Walton (district 10, San 
Francisco), Michelle Pierce, Executive Director, Bayview Hunters Point Community Advocates (BVHPCA), Kevin Epps, “Straight 
Outta Hunter’s Point” filmmaker and the father of the hood DVD movement

Letters & Politics 06.23.20/10:00AM/1 hour

Special Broadcast of the Hearing on Oversight of the Trump Administration’s Response to The COVID-19 Pandemic with Guest: 
John Nichols is the Washington Correspondent for the Nation Magazine. His latest book is The Fight for the Soul of the 
Democratic Party: The Enduring Legacy of Henry Wallace’s Anti-Fascist, Anti-Racist Politics. Maureen Ferran is Associate 
Professor of Molecular Biology and Viral Researcher at Rochester Institute of Technology.  

Coronavirus Resources

UpFront 4.06.20/7:08am/1 hour

A comparison and contrast of countries’ strategies to slow coronavirus with Dr Margaret Harris, spokesperson with the World 
Health Organization. On-air expert: Balancing parenting, kids’ remote learning, and work during shelter-in-placeKimberly 
Sangabriel is a parent stress counselor, with Family Paths–they provide  mental health services to low income, multi-stressed 
people in Alameda County; now they’re running a Parent Stress Helpline. Local Government in a time of crisis Sam Liccardo is 
the Mayor of San Jose, the largest city in the Bay Area and hardest hit by COVID-19. Being pregnant and giving birth during 
COVID-19. Amy Littlefield is a freelance journalist who focuses on the intersection of religion and healthcare. Lisa Davis is a 
certified nurse midwife who does home-birth and is based in Vallejo. From the frontlines: a Whole Foods worker shares her 
story.We’ve been keeping up with one of our listeners, she doesn’t want us to use her name, who works packing groceries for 
delivery  at a Whole Foods in San Francisco. Last time we played you something from her, she was afraid to go in to work, 
because the job required standing close to other people while bagging up groceries. Since then, she says Whole Foods has 
made spreading out easier — they closed the hot foods part of the store and made a larger staging area for what she does. But 
in the end, she decided it was still too risky to keep going to work. She spoke with KPFA’s Lucy Kang 

Against the Grain 05.05.20/12:00PM/1 hour

The coronavirus has laid bare the divisions and inequalities of our society. It’s also exposed the stark differences in possible 
approaches to the pandemic. Radical scholar Alexis Shotwell argues that we need to frame our fight as one for collective care, 
rather than containment and control. She discusses solidarity and the lessons of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Resources:  AIDS 
Activist History Project - Alexis Shotwell, “Survival Will Always Be Insufficient But It’s a Good Place to Start” April, 2020 -Gary 
Kinsman, “Some Notes on Learning From AIDS Activism for Our Responses to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic” March 
2020
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UpFront 05.020.20/8:08am/20 minutes

Domestic violence calls to hotlines are skyrocketing across the United States. Colsaria Henderson of Community Overcoming 
Relationship Abuse and Marissa Seko of the Family Violence Law Center explain how family courts or protective orders are 
working and what resources survivors can access during the crisis. If you or a loved one needs to talk about domestic violence, 
you can call CORA’s 24-hour hotline at 1-800-300-1080 or the Family Violence Law Center hotline for people who live in 
Alameda County at 1-800-947-8301.

Hard Knock Radio 05.21.20/4:00pm/1 hour

We speak with 3 Bay Area clergy members about the launch a national public information campaign entitled 
#ItsLoveNotTheLaw to encourage pastors and congregations to remain sheltered in place. We discuss the conflicting opinions 
pertaining to a way forward during Covid-19, and the particular concerns of congregations in desperate need of physical, 
spiritual, financial, informational and emotional support during the pandemic. Guests: Word Assembly Churches’ Bishop Keith 
Clark “People are infinitely more important to God than the buildings where we gather. And they must be important to we who 
represent God. Love demands we protect those who we pastor, that’s why we wait.”
The Way Berkeley and national leader of Black Church PAC, Pastor Michael McBride W”e reject the notion that the church is 
closed because we can’t meet in a building. It is reckless and unwise to rush vulnerable populations into large gatherings while 

Hard Knock Radio 06.11.2020/4:00pm/1 hour

The coronavirus pandemic has put gig workers in the forefront of the conversation centered around worker’s rights. Considered 
essential workers, many of who are struggling with whether to stay on the road (and risk the physical health) or stay home and 
face economic uncertainty due to the lack of employment protections. We also cover the movement for Black Lives Matter and 
mass mobilization in this conversation.

Housing Crisis
UpFront 04.16.20/8:20AM/30 minutes Is there a COVID cluster among Berkeley’s unhoused? Darwin BondGraham is the news editor of Berkeleyside’s forthcoming 

Oakland newsroom. His latest piece is ‘East Bay hopes to avoid repeat of San Francisco’s homeless shelter COVID-19 
outbreak.’ The conditions facing California’s unhoused during this pandemic has prompted a campaign being coordinated by 
groups in Oakland, San Francisco, Sacramento, and Los Angeles. KPFA’s Chris Lee (@chrislee_xyz) reports.

UpFront 04.20.20/8:30AM/30 minutes

Berkeley advocates urge City Council to pass ban on homeless sweeps and towing vehicles. Andrea Henson is an organizer 
with the “Where do we go Berkeley?” campaign, which represents 150 homeless residents across encampments in Berkeley. 
They provide tents, sleeping supplies and trash services to improve sanitary conditions. Tonight Berkeley City Council is 
considering a measure to halt homeless evictions

UpFront 04.27.20/8:30PM/30 minutes

Oakland Police criminalizing homeless, not helping relief efforts say advocates after 2 volunteers are mistakenly arrested at 
gunpoint. Homeless advocates are demanding answers after an incident Friday in which Oakland Police officers drew guns on 
two volunteers who spent the morning handing out humanitarian supplies at unhoused encampments. KPFA’s Ariel Boone 
reports. 
Candace Elder is the Founder and Director of the East Oakland Collective .Ayana Johnson is a volunteer with the East Oakland 
Collective–she’s the person OPD took out of a car and handcuffed.
that it was a case of mistaken identity, they did not respond to our request for comment by air time.

Hard Knock Radio 05.22.20/4:00 PM/1 hour

#CancelRent Festival --Originating in Harlem during the 1920’s, rent parties were a means for Black tenants to eat, dance, and 
get away from everyday hardship and discrimination. Rent parties were part of a solution to a growing housing crisis caused by 
swelling urban populations, which landlords responded to by raising formerly affordable rents. Now, with the coronavirus crisis, 
many people are stuck between staying healthy or staying housed. With the loss of their incomes, many may not be able to 
make rent on April 1st, May 1st or June 1st. They’re envisioning a future beyond recovery and calling to #CancelRent 
#CancelMortgages and guarantee #HomesForAll! Guests: Desi Danganan (Dang-ahn-ahn)-Desi is a serial entrepreneur. As the 
managing director of Plinth Agency, he has successfully grown businesses through strategic branding, design, and 
crowdfunding. He brings 15+ years of experience creating, funding, and branding unique business concepts which span the 
food, music, technology spaces. Raw-G Born and raised in Gaudalajara Mexico. She brings her own distinct cross-cultural, multi-
lingual, politically charged Hip-Hop to the Bay Area music scene captivating audiences with her passionate and aggressive 
performances. Equipto – San Francisco’s Ilyich Yasuchi Sato—perhaps better known by his rap alias Equipto—continues to 
make it his duty to stand up for what he believes in. His activism has landed him in handcuffs and local headlines, and has also 
made him a prominent figure in the struggle for equality among the Black and Brown community in San Francisco.

UpFront 05.25.20/8:34pm/30 minutes
Sen. Scott Wiener (@Scott_Wiener) has proposed legislation to allow commercial lease-breaking because of Covid-19. He says 
it’s targeted at commercial landlords who “are refusing to come to the table” and are threatening businesses with late fees, 
increased rents and eviction. Follow the progress of the bill, SB 939, here.

Racial Justice

Hard Knock Radio 06/02/20/4:00pm/1 hour Solidarity Rallies in the Support of Black Lives Matter and George Floyd. Sounds from the speeches in front of twenty-thousand 
people gathered to speak out against police brutality at Oakland’s City Hall.



Against the Grain 06/02/20/12:00pm/1 hour

Four takes on the African American predicament: Price Cobbs on Black rage; Juliet Hooker on whether Blacks should peacefully 
acquiesce; Frank Wilderson III on the African American experience of “social death”; and George Yancy on the violence of the 
white gaze. William Grier and Price Cobbs, Black Rage Wipf and Stock, Frank Wilderson III, Afropessimism Liveright, 2020, 
George Yancy, Black Bodies, White Gazes: The Continuing Significance of Race in America Rowman and Littlefield

Letters & Politics 06.11.20/10:00AM/1 hour What Defunding the Police May Mean- Guest: W. David Ball, professor of law at the Santa Clara University School of Law. His 
work focuses primarily in the fields of criminal justice, criminal procedure, sentencing and corrections.

Hard Knock Radio 06.12.20/4:00PM/1 hour

Street Protests for Black Lives Matter; The Murder of Erik Salgado by Oakland Police We head to the streets of Oakland to hear 
from people protesting against police terrorism. Then we speak with organizers about the police involved murder of Erik 
Salgado; and Black Music Matters. We speak with Ryan Nicole about music being the soundtrack of the people and freedom 
struggle. Erik’s girlfriend Brianna Colombo, who is four months pregnant was shot and injured by Oakland police. She was a 
passenger in the car when the police shot and killed Mr. Salgado.

Hard Knock Radio 06.16.2019/4:30pm/20 min On Oakland’s Police Commission we speak with Regina Jackson and Rashidah Grinage about the Oakland Police Commission 
and the movement to defund police.

Letters & Politics 06.25.20/10:00AM/1 hour
Renowned Sociologist James Loewen on Statues and History-Guest: James W. Loewen, renowned sociologist who has been 
working on removing Confederate statues for more than 20 years.  He is the author of the best seller Lies My Teacher Told Me.  
His latest book is a memoir Up the Creek, with a Paddle: Tales of Canoeing and Life.

Environment

Terra Verde 04.17.20/2:00PM/30 MIN California Environmental Justice Voices Unify for Creative Earth Day Organizing. Staff members of Greenaction for Health and 
Environmental Justice join Terra Verde to share the new and creative 

Against the Grain 05/06/20/12:00pm/1 hour

The global crisis of our times — the climate emergency — has been temporary slowed by another worldwide disaster: the 
coronavirus pandemic. As industrial production, transport, and consumption have plummeted, so has the demand for fossil 
fuels. Environmental historian Troy Vettese places the fortunes of fossil fuels within a larger context over time, with an eye to 
what lies ahead. Resources: Troy Vettese, “Is This the End of the Oil Era?” New Statesman, April, 2020

Terra Verde 05.15.20/2:00PM/30 MIN

Saving California’s Kelp Forests –Josie Iselin, artist and author of the new book, The Curious World of Seaweed, and Tristin 
McHugh of the international marine conservation group Reef Check, talk with Terra Verde host and Earth Island Journal editor 
Maureen Nandini Mitra about how scientists, recreational divers, and artists are coming together to save northern California’s 
ravaged kelp forests.

Against the Grain 5.29.20/12:00pm/1 hour
Cheap nature, cheap money, cheap work, cheap care, cheap food, cheap energy, and cheap lives. According to Raj Patel, those 
seven things are necessary for the survival of capitalism. And, he argues, they are running out. He discusses how the food 
system illustrates the need for those inputs and why capitalism’s days are numbered.

Terra Verde 06/26/20/2:00pm/30 min
The Need for Anti-Racist Climate Leadership and the Politics of Solar Geoengineering. A discussion with Dr Jennie Stephens of 
Northeastern University of the injustices of climate geoengineering and the imperative of anti-racist, feminist leadership for 
climate and energy policy.


