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51% 

TOPICS 

On this week's 51%, meet one of the country's leading lawyers, and hear 
how she is handling immigration and other issues; plus a pioneering fish 
ecologist tells us about how dead zones are impacting fish, and how we're 
impacting the oceans. 

On this week's 51%, meet a comedian who is a disability advocate, and learn 
how an Amish community handles health care . 
On this week's 51%, meet a comedian turned mental health advocate; a 
mother starts a social group for people on the autism spectrum; and 
storyteller Dr. Jeri Burns shares her view on "It's a Boy" or "It's a Girl." 

On this week's 51%, hear about hidden voices in storytelling; how doctors 
are being trained to work with refugees; and it is tea time practically all the 
time for a woman who wants to help other women and the planet. I'm 
Allison Dunne and this is 51%. 
On th is week's 51%, she's considered a gender barrier disruptor on the high 
seas; plus a new identity and new motherhood are a lot to shoulder. 
On this week's 51%, hear from the new head of Times Up, who talks about 
what's missing on the presidential debate stage, and writer Dr. Jeri Burns 
talks about decision fatigue. 
On this week's 51%, we spend time with author and activist Marianne 
Schnall, who, along with her interview subjects, helps women and girls lead 
the way. 
On this week's 51%, meet a Midwestern woman who talks about God Land 
after the election of Donald Trump, learn about a wellness studio 
strengthening people in recovery from addiction, and a composer in 
residence reviews her year. 
On this week's 51%, it's that time of year .. . when people are talking about 
food more than usual. Alice Waters has been talking about food for decades. 
And a jazz and blues singer has another specialty. 
On this week' s 51%, we hear from a journalist about the Highway of Tears 
and indigenous communities in Canada, plus we remember one of India's 
most treasured writers . 
On this week's 51%, could online dating be partly responsible for an uptick in 
STls among service members? An award-winning country music songwriter 
started a record that signs only women and writer Dr. Jeri Burns returns with 
an essay on ability privilege. 
On this week's 51%, we meet a veteran who suffered sexual violence and 
now advocates for ending military sexual trauma and writer Dr. Jeri Burns 
shares an essay on synagogue doors and letting in the light. 
On this week's 51%, we hear from an author about the experience of young 
black and brown girls in school. And the Army turns to gaming for new 
recruits - enlisting at least one woman during a recent event. 
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The Media Project 

TOPIC 

With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Former Editor and 
Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira 
Fusfeld. On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Ira talk about the 
optimism and pessimism a year from journalist Jamal Koshoggi's death, the fully 
operational right wing media machine, and how it's working in the Impeachment 
Inquiry. 

With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Former Editor and 
Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira 
Fusfeld. On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Ira talk about 
journalism "fixers", should hosts of talk shows be scolding their guests, a border 
officer forces a journalist to say he writes propaganda, and much more. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Former Editor and 
Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira 
Fusfeld. On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Ira talk about 
Governor Cuomo using the N-word live on the radio, Ronan Farrow versus NBC 
News, Government employees being protected when the talk to the press, and 
much more. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Former Editor and 
Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao and Barbara Lombardo, Journalism 
Professor at the University at Albany and former Executive Editor of The Saratogian 
and The (Troy) Record . On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and 
Barbara talk about how New York may pass a law to help save local news, the future 
of Face book and whether they have a responsibility as journalists, and much more. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, 
Former Editor of the Daily Gazette and Vice President for Editorial Development for 
the New York Press Association, and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira Fusfeld . 
On this week's Media Project Alan, Judy Rex, and Ira talk about listener letters 
scolds the program for depictions of young media consumers, whether the media is 
to blame for the California wild fires, Twitter's CEO saying they will no longer take 
political ads, and much more. 

With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock; Times Union Editor Rex Smith; Judy Patrick, 
former editor of the Daily Gazette and vice president for editorial development for 
the New York Press Association; and journalist Jim Heaney, former Buffalo news 
reporter and current editor and executive director of Investigative Post. On this 
week's episode, Alan, Rex, Judy and Jim discuss the failures of the Freedom of 
Information Law, and consider whether going nonprofit can save daily newspapers. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, 
Former Editor of the Daily Gazette and Vice President for Editorial Development for 
the New York Press Association, and Former Editor and Investigative Journalist, 
Rosemary Armao. On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Judy talk 
about media coverage of the House impeachment hearings, toughening up student 
journalists, and much more. 

With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Daily Freeman 
Publisher Emeritus Ira Fusfeld, and Former Editor and Investigative Journalist, 
Rosemary Armao. On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Ira talk 
about whether President Trump has put journalists' lives in danger, the precarious 
state of local news, and much more. 
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With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Judy Patrick, Vice 
President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, and Former 
Editor and Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao. On this week's Media Project 
Alan, Rex, Judy and Rosemary talk about how Bloomberg plans to cover its owner's 
run for President, how the truth is not winning out over falsehoods, and a look at 
the standards for television news and much more. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Former Editor and 
Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao, and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira 
Fusfeld. On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Ira talk about how 
journalists are engaging with readers to rebuild trust, crowd sourcing, a listener 
emails to tell us were wrong to claim that the President says journalists are the 
enemy of the people, and much more. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Former Editor and 
Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao, and Judy Patrick, Former Editor of the 
Daily Gazette and Vice President for Editorial Development for the New York Press 
Association . On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Judy criticize the 
new movie Jewel for its inaccuracy about the behavior of journalists, what to do 
when one political party curry's your favor as a journalist, a listener letter and more. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Times Union Editor Rex Smith, Former Editor and 
Investigative Journalist, Rosemary Armao, and Daily Freeman Publisher Emeritus Ira 
Fusfeld. On this week's Media Project Alan, Rex, Rosemary and Ira talk about media 
coverage of impeachment, trusting the news media in the Trump era, what 
happened between Terri Gross and Adam Driver during a recording of Fresh Air, and 
much more. 
With WAMC's CEO Alan Chartock, Former Editor and Investigative Journalist, 
Rosemary Armao, Judy Patrick, Former Editor of the Daily Gazette and Vice 
President for Editorial Development for the New York Press Association, and Media 
Project Producer David Guistina . On this week's Media Project Alan, Rosemary Judy 
and David talk about another financial blow to traditional newspapers, news 
deserts, ghost papers, and the future of journalism. 
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The Best of Our Knowledge 

TOPIC 

Advances in technology over the past decade or two have been amazing, 
rapid, and for many of us, terrifying. Today on the Best of Our Knowledge, 
we'll talk about a new book of terrifyingly awesome technology for students. 

We'll also talk about new training for ordering medical tests, learn how 
mental illness can lead to deportation, and spend an Academic Minute 
embracing students with disabilities. 

If you attend college looking for vocational training, you may end up with a 
degree, a certificate, and maybe a special badge in empathy. Today on the 
Best of Our Knowledge, a conversation about digital badges. 

We'll also hear about reports and programs focusing on preventing gun 
violence in school, and spend an Academic Minute with a mass shooting 
database. 
More students than ever are taking AP classes in high school. That means 
more ambitious goals for many schools. Today on the Best of Our 
Knowledge, a conversation about the past, present and future of advanced 
placement classes. 

We'll also spend an Academic Minute looking for critters and stuff in your 
water. 
A city as unique as New Orleans is bound to have a colorful history. Next 
time on The Best of Our Knowledge, we' ll talk about the characters who 
created this unique American city. 

We' ll also spend an Academic Minute reporting on disasters. 
Video games are everywhere . The industry continues to grow, and the 
games themselves do serve a purpose. 

Today on the Best of Our Knowledge, we'll meet Jane McGonigal, a game 
designer who creates games that educate and heal. 

We love our devices. Phones, tablets, games, fit bits ... there's a gadget or 
gizmo to keep us busy at all times. But is that helpful? 

Today on the Best of Our Knowledge, we'll hear how our devices may be 
disrupting development, and how to respond. 

We' ll also hear about a new online poll school, and spend an Academic 
Minute with some interesting yays and nays. 
So you've just figured out how to survive in college and now it's time to take 
on the business world . That presents a whole new bucket of issues. 

Today on the Best of Our Knowledge, we'll talk about navigating the dos and 
don'ts of workplace culture for someone just getting started. 

See Advice From Someone Else's dad HERE! 
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We'll also hear from a history major who decided to travel before jumping 
into business, and spend an Academic Minute with language and 
nationalism. 
In 2016, Dr. Monique W. Morris examined the experience of black and 
brown girls in school with her book "Pushout - The Criminalization of Black 
Girls in Schools" . We spoke to her about the book when it came out. Now 
she's back with a further exploration of the experience of young girls of color 
in school with her follow up called "Sing A Rhythm, Dance A Blues -
Education for the Liberation of Black and Brown Girls" . 

Whenever we hear the word fake these days, the mental reflex is to think 
the word news. But fakes have been a part of society, well pretty much 
forever. It's the history of fakes that we're talking about today with Dr. Lydia 
Pyne, a writer and historian of science, and currently a visiting researcher at 
the Institute for Historical Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. Her 
new book is called "Genuine Fakes - How Phony Things Teach Us About Real 
Stuff". 
Most students whose high school career was all about college preparation 
likely don't end up in community college. That means teachers at community 
colleges have challenges that university instructors likely don't even think 
about. Getting past those challenges is the topic of Felicia Darling's new 
book Teachin' It - Breakout Moves That Break Down Barriers for Community 
College Students. Dr. Darling is an education researcher and long-time 
community college math teacher. 
We can accumulate a lifetime of knowledge and lose it all to Alzheimer's 
disease. Researchers continue to look for ways to combat this loss. 

Today on the Best of Our Knowledge, we'll talk to a pair of researchers who 
are taking two very different approaches to Alzheimer's disease. 

We'll also hear from the Alzheimer's Association ... and spend an Academic 
Minute studying a population of healthy agers. 

After the start of World War II, more than 110 thousand Japanese-Americans 
were rounded up and taken to desolate detention camps. For most of us this 
is a dark stain on American history. For Paul Kitagaki, it's personal. For more 
than a decade he has been tracking down and photographing survivors of 
the camps and their families. Now, the project has all come together in the 
stunning new book "Behind Barbed Wire - Searching for Japanese-
Americans Incarcerated during World War II" . 
Coming to the end of the year is a good time to look back at some our 
favorite conversations of 2019, including one about the impact of science on 
the cold war. 

We'll also spend some time reviewing the teacher labor actions from early in 
the year ... and spend an Academic Minute checking time on your body clock. 
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The Book Show 

TOPIC 

Edwidge Danticat's new book "Everything Inside" is a collection of stories about 
community, family, and love. 

Set in locales from Miami and Port-au-Prince to a small unnamed country in the 
Caribbean, "Everything Inside" is at once wide in scope and intimate as it 
explores the forces that pull us together and drive us apart. 

Jacqueline Woodson is the New York Times-bestselling and National Book 
Award-winning author of "Another Brooklyn" and "Brown Girl Dreaming." 

Her latest novel, "Red at the Bone," tells how an unexpected teenage pregnancy 
pulls together two families from different social classes, and exposes the private 
hopes, disappointments, and longings that can bind or divide us from each 
other. 
For seven years, journalist and New Yorker writer Eliza Griswold reported and 
wrote the story of how fracking in southwestern Pennsylvania's Marcellus Shale 
forever altered the lives of Stacey Haney, her daughter, Paige and her son, 
Harley. Griswold's book, "Amity and Prosperity: One Family and the Fracturing of 
America," just received the Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction. 
" Imaginary Friend" is the new novel, a horror story, by Stephen Chbosky. It 
comes 20 years after he wrote the bestselling coming-of-age novel "The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower." The new book raises questions about faith, parenting, 
friendship and what it means to protect those you love most in an increasingly 
complex and dangerous world. 
Janis Joplin has passed into legend as a brash, impassioned soul doomed by the 
pain that produced one of the most extraordinary voices in rock history. But in 
her new biography, "Janis: Her Life and Music," Holly George-Warren provides a 
deep portrait of a woman who wasn't all about suffering. 
Alice Hoffman's latest book is a bittersweet parable about the costs of survival 
and the behaviors that define humanity. "The World That We Knew" is set in 
Berlin in 1941. It follows the lives of three women who become intertwined in 
order to survive the dangers of the Nazi regime. 

This is an Off The Shelf edition of The Book Show, recorded in Saratoga Springs in 
an event presented by Northshire Bookstore. 
Sean Penn won Academy Awards for Best Actor for his performances in "Mystic 
River'' and "Milk." He is also a novelist. His debut novel was "Bob Honey Who 
Just Do Stuff' and he's followed it up with the sequel "Bob Honey Sings Jimmy 
Crack Corn," where he follows the exploits of Bob Honey, a septic tank 
entrepreneur turned international mallet-wielding assassin. 
Pulitzer Prize winner Rick Atkinson, who wrote the best-selling "Liberation" 
trilogy about the American effort in Europe during the Second World War, has 
now written the first book in a new trilogy to tell the story of the war that made 
America . 
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It's called "The British Are Coming: The War for America, Lexington to Princeton, 
1775-1777." 
Olive Kitteridge, the funny, wicked, remorseful and gruff woman who was the 
propelling force in Elizabeth $trout's book of short stories "Olive Kitteridge" -
which won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for fiction - is back in Strout's new collection, 
"Olive, Again." 

This episode was recorded at an event presented by Oblong Books and Music. 

New York Times columnist Gail Collins has written a new book on a subject that 
is timelier than ever: women and aging in America. Author of the acclaimed New 
York Times bestsellers "When Everything Changed" and "America's Women," 
Collins was the first woman to serve as the editorial page editor on the New York 
Times. 

Her new book is "No Stopping Us Now: The Adventures of Older Women in 
American History." 
Sharon Olds is renowned for poetry that examines marriage, motherhood, 
intimacy, and the human condition. She is the author of 13 books of poetry and 
received both the Pulitzer Prize and England's T. S. Eliot Prize. 

Her new collection, "Arias," explores political conscience, race and class in 
poems delivered with operatic passion, anguish and solo force. 
Brilliant, heartbreaking, tender, and highly original - poet Ocean Vuong's debut 
novel, "On Earth, We're Briefly Gorgeous," is a sweeping and shattering portrait 
of a family, and a testament to the redemptive power of storytelling written as a 
letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. 


