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Issue – The need for pets to be adopted is a concern for the Elk County SPCA.  

The overpopulation of the facilities of the SPCA can cause issues with the 

pets and the workers. 

Program – WDDH runs a daily show called the “Adoptable Pet” which  

features a pet weekly that is up for adoption at the Elk County SPCA.  The 

feature is 60 seconds in length and runs at 1:35 Monday thru Friday.  

  

Issue – Many people can’t get out to attend church on Sundays. 

Program – WDDH broadcasts 3 church services every Sunday including The 

Light On The Hill Program from the Mt. Jewett/Hazel Hurst United Methodist 

Churches – a 30 minute recorded program, a service from the Hallton Church 

of Christ – a 30 minute recorded program, and also Mass from St. Leo’s 

Roman Catholic Church, an hour long service.  

 

Issue- Small communities are always searching for ways to teach others of 

their past history.   

Program – WDDH runs a weekly public interest program on Sundays called 

Talk of the Town. On a program broadcasted on July 4, Talk of the Town 

host, Barry Morgan interviewed Pam and Barry Johnson from the Ludlow 

Community Association.  The Johnson’s spoke about the upcoming 150th  

Anniversary of their home town in Ludlow, Pa.  A full 3 day celebration was 

planned at Wildcat Park that included many family activities, arts and craft 

exhibits, a full building of memorabilia of the past, live music, and polenty of 

family activities.  They hoped the younger generations could see what the 

town was like many years ago and see what influences the older generation 

had through the years.  

 



 

Issue – Many young athletes aspire to become professional athletes, but 

don’t realize all the things that go in to making a professional athlete who 

can compete on the world’s stage. 

Program:  WDDH runs a public interest program on Sundays called Talk of the 

Town.  On July 11 and 25, JJ Michaels, interviewed the United States top 

javelin thrower, Mike Shuey.   Mike grew up in Johnsonburg, Pa. and followed 

a long path to reach the 2021 Olympic games in Japan.  He spoke of all the 

support he had growing up in athletics including winning the PIAA State 

Championship in high school, going to Penn State where he became 

nationally known for his prowess in the event.  After college Mike was moved 

to the U.S. Olympic training site where he made throwing the javelin his full 

time job.  Through countless hours and repetitions, Shuey made himself well 

known on the world’s biggest stage, qualifying as the top thrower in the 

United States and a berth on the U.S. Olympic team.  Mike was very 

appreciative of all the support he had received from the listening area in 

many different forms like parades, signage in many front lawns, articles in 

the area newspapers, and radio interviews. 

 

  Issue:  Drug addiction and death continues to haunt northwestern 

Pennsylvania.  Many families are affected through these tragedies.. 

 

Program:  On Sunday, July 18,, WDDH’s Talk of the Town Program host, JJ 

Michaels, interviewed  Lynell Rusciolelli and De Anna Brooks, who have a 

book now published and for sale called, “Ripples”, effects of addiction..   

Both ladies are trying to help others cope with the loss of children to 

addiction as they have first hand experience., having lost children of their 

own to drugs.  They are looking to form groups of parents and loved ones of 

drug addicted family members to help them understand the effects of drug 

addiction and how it works, not only for the addict but for family members.  

They are very concerned with the problem as it seems to be advancing 

across Elk County.  Numerous overdoses and several deaths have shocked 



the area as people tr4y to find out where the drugs are coming from and how 

people have such easy access to drugs that can kill them the first time they 

try them.  They also expressed the fact that people should not be ashamed to 

admit a loved one is struggling with addiction, but to look for support among 

their families and friends. 

 

Issue:  With all that is happening in the world today, Covid 19, people being 

laid off from their jobs or losing their jobs to due to circumstances beyond 

their control, the area has seen a rise in domestic violence in families.. 

 

Program:  On Sunday, August 1, WDDH’s Talk of the Town Program host, 

Barry Morgan, interviewed Casandra Maletto from Nic’s Tobacco Outlet in St. 

Marys.  Cassandra revealed the staff and management at Nic’s had seen an 

uptick in area abuse reports and decided to do something about it through 

their workplace.  The store cashiers asked customers to round up to the 

nearest dollar on their purchases to help fund and area organization named 

CAPSEA.  People were invited to come into the store and sign up to win 

prizes to be given away on August 6. This non-profit organization, Elk and 

Cameron County Victims Service Agency, provides help for people dealing 

with domestic abuse in one way, shape, or form.  Throughout a three month 

period, the store collected funds which were used to help area residents.  

Gift baskets were filled with amusement park tickets, minor league and 

major league baseball tickets, different nutritional food items, food 

certificates, small games for children, and many other items designed to 

make someone’s day a little brighter.  Large gifts included televisions, 

camping equipment, and Ipads.  On the day of the giveaways, a event will be 

held with free pizza and soft drinks to all who attend. 

Issue:  Area health agencies have been swamped the last year and a half 

with all the problems associated with the Covid 19 pandemic.  It has been a 

truly difficult time for agencies and the general public. 

 



Program:  On Sunday, August 8, WDDH Talk of the Town host, JJ Michaels 

interviewed Keystone Rural Health Consortia’s Marketing Director, Jessica 

Steger, and CFO Kristy Bernardi.  Their agency is proud to provide quality, 

affordable, accessible, and comprehensive health services including medical 

and dental care to the patients and counties they serve.  The Consortia has 

decided to hold an event to thank patients and staff for all their care and 

services provided over the last 18 months during the Covid 19 pandemic.  

This community day would honor all workers and patients and show all 

attending the many services the Keystone Rural Health Consortia offers 

along with other agencies in Elk County. 

 

Issue:  Many families have suffered much through the Covid 19 Pandemic and 

area agencies are working hard to meet their basic needs. 

 

Program:  On Sunday, August 15, WDDH Talk of the Town host, Barry Morgan 

interviewed Tonia Hartzell of Mattresses across McKean County.  Tonia was 

happy to explain the agency had just received 501C3 status and had supplied 

over 60 mattresses to needy families in McKean County.  She explained the 

fact that there are many families in the area who don’t have the funds to 

even have beds for their family members.  Many of them are forced to sleep 

on the floor, couch, or chair. She explained how difficult it was for a child to 

not have a bed to sleep in and how that could affect their performance in 

school and may other activities.  The board of directors set up a golf 

tournament to be held in late August to help benefit families in McKean 

County. Hartzell praised area businesses and individuals who stepped up to 

make donations and money to help make the tournament a success.  It is 

hoped to make this an annual event to be held at Pine Acres County Club in 

Marshburg. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Issue:   High School seniors have many choices after graduation.  Go into the 

work force, attend the college of your choice or how about the military. All 

branches of the United States Military are searching for persons interested in 

joining their branch of the service. 

 

Program:  On Sunday, August 22, WDDH Talk of the Town host, JJ Michaels 

interviewed Tech Sargent Kevin Hollander of the United States Air Force.  

Hollander told of enlisting in the Air Force after High School in 2008.  His 

career choice was to attend Counter Sniper School.  He graduated from that 

field and as advanced to becoming the Air Force Recruiter in the listening 

area.  He said there are many opportunities in the Air Force with a choice of 

150 jobs, plus the fact you get your Associates degree without paying for it.  

With prices of college today, it makes sense to enlist in the military, find a 

career, and get your education paid for.  Hollander also spoke of the new 

Space Force program that will enroll 500 applicants nationwide beginning in 

October.  Overall, he expressed the many possibilities afforded to those who 

enlist in serving their country. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Issue:  Living in a small town can be a great thing when people work 

together for a good cause. 

 

Program:  On Sunday, August 29 and September 5, WDDH Talk of the Town 

Host, JJ Michaels interviewed Autumn Bullers and Kendall Jordan from 

Serving Up Support, a non-profit group organized to help members of the 

community with special needs.  They talked about the upcoming 7th Annual 

Volleyball Tournament on Sunday, September 12, to help raise funds for the 

Elk County Special Olympics and helping Brittany and Zach Wolfe with their 

Adoption Journey.   Many teams are expected to participate with the 



proceeds being split between both groups.  As of this program, many cash 

donations, and prizes have been given through the generosity of the 

community and area businesses.  This truly shows the small-town mentality 

of everyone stepping up to help those in need.  

 

Issue:  The drug problem in the area is a never-ending battle between law 

enforcement and those affected in many numerous ways. 

 

Program:  On Sunday September 12 and 19, WDDH host JJ Michaels 

interviewed Greg Gebauer, a local citizen who spent over 30 years in the Elk 

County Law enforcement program.  Gebauer spoke of his early career as an 

officer, and how her progressed from assistant warden to the title of Elk 

County Prison Warden.  He traced the problems of drug and alcohol addiction 

throughout the years with cases of many one-time offenders who fell through 

the trappings and returned to prison on a regular basis.  He also spoke of 

offenders who made up their minds to get straight and get off the booze and 

drugs to make themselves valuable community members. 

 

Issue:  Many people are concerned with the ever-changing policy of the Covid 

19 Vaccine and its administration. 

 

Program:  On Sunday, September 26, WDDH host Denny Heindl interviewed 

local physician, Dr. Robert Schmidt.  Dr. Schmidt went over the ramifications 

of getting the shot opposed to not getting the shot.  He believes it is up to 

the individual to make that decision with help from their family physician.  He 

also told of the drug, Ivermectin, which is being used in other countries as an 

alternative to the vaccines being given in the United States.  He stated that 

Ivermectin is only used on horses in the states but has proven in a different 

type of dosage to help patients in other countries.  He said the biggest 

difference was the cost.  Ivermectin is much less costlier that the other 

vaccines given and is not accepted by big pharma hers in the United States.  



Other programs:  Throughout July, August, and September additional public 

service messages were broadcast concerning vaccine clinics, and testing 

sites throughout the listening area. 

  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


