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QUARTERLY LIST OF PROGRAMMING 

PROVIDING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 

TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

October 1, 2014 – December 31 , 2014  

 

 

The following issues were identified as significant and addressed by WECT 

in order to serve the community and act in the public interest as set forth 

by the Federal Communications Commission: 

 

1. Crime/Safety including crime prevention, alcohol and drug 

abuse, fire and safety and police conduct. 

 

2. Children / Education including education standards, school 

safety, and alternative schools. 

 

3. Health & Fitness including exercise, dieting, and disease 

prevention, as well as mental health initiatives and new treatment 

options. 

 

4. Environment including chemical spills, landfills,and water quality. 

 

5. Consumer Issues & Economic Development including 

volunteerism, blood drives, revitalizing neighborhoods, and job 

opportunities. 
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6. Politics including local and national elections, referendums 

including affirmative action, NAACP activities and Gay Rights. 

 

7. Local Entertainment Industry & Recreation including activities for 

youth and adults, and the arts. 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST 

SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

PROGRAM DAYS TIMES 

Carolina In The Morning Monday – Friday 5:00AM – 7:00AM 

Carolina In The Morning 

Saturday 6AM 

Saturday 6:00AM-7:00AM 

Carolina In The Morning 

Saturday 9AM 

Carolina in The Morning 

Sunday 9AM               

Saturday 

 

Sunday 

9:00AM-10:00AM 

 

9:00AM-10:00AM 

News 6 Midday Monday – Friday 12:00PM – 12:30PM 

WECT News @ 5 Monday – Friday 5:00PM – 6:00PM 

News 6 @ 6 Monday – Sunday 6:00PM – 6:30PM 

WECT News @ 11 Monday – Friday 11:00PM – 11:35PM 

WECT News @ 11 Saturday – Sunday 11:00PM – 11:30PM 

 

 All of the above programs are locally produced news programs 

presenting a mix of news, weather, sports, and issue-related features 

stories.  Issue-responsive program segments are usually two to four 

minutes in duration, unless otherwise indicated. 
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SEGMENTS COVERING OUR COMMUNITY ISSUES WITHIN OUR SHOWS 

 

Health First  

WECT reports in Carolina In the Morning and WECT News @ 5, Monday 

through Friday, on current health issues on both national and local levels. 

These stories are tied to a page on our web site which viewers are referred 

to.  
 

Pink Pack (formerly Buddy Check 6) 

On the 6th day of each month in News 6 @ 6 Monday through Friday, WECT 

reminds women to do breast self-exams by highlighting a cancer-survivor 

story. 
 

Little Buddy  

A weekly airing of a child‘s picture and information as an outreach in the 

community to help find Big Buddies for these and other at risk children.  It 

normally airs on Tuesdays in the WECT News @ 6, but airs other days of 

the week occasionally. 

 

Carolina Kids  

As often as the information is given to us, WECT News showcases older 

children who are in the System.  Some have been in foster homes for 

years, their chances of being adopted getting slimmer with each passing 

year. The waiting children are from the Children‗s Home Society of North 

Carolina. The hope is to make the public more aware of this need for 

families for these children. 

 

Stock Report 

A nightly stock report of the day‘s stock market activity during WECT News 

@ 6. 

 

Consumer Report 

Local stories about financial scams and schemes that can affect everyone. 

These usually air in WECT News @ 5 and WECT News @ 6 on Monday 

through Friday.    
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Yard Sales 

WECT anchor, Kim Ratcliff, notifies viewers of local yard sales that have 

been sent to her along with some she finds on the internet as well.  They 

air in Carolina in the Morning Saturday 6am program each Saturday. 

 

Money Matters 

These are news stories that cover a wide range of consumer concerns and 

local and national economics.  They tie in with a web page on our 

WECT.com site.  

 

Coastal Gardener 

Al Hight from the New Hanover County Extension Service gives advice and 

information about plant and tree choices and lawn treatments for your 

property.  He speaks to effects of drought and water conservation, how to 

deal with effects of tropical storms and hurricanes.  These air in Carolina 

in the Morning on Saturdays and Sundays. 

 

First Act 

News producer Heather Setzler does a segment every week, previewing a 

local theatre/arts event.  It airs in WECT News @ 5 on Monday through 

Friday, and on Saturdays in Carolina in the Morning. 

 

WECT Investigates       

WECT News investigates unsolved cases, controversial practices of law 

enforcement, questions viewers have about anything in the law 

enforcement field.  The idea is to shed a fresh light on anything that needs 

it. 

 

 

Closer Look 

News anchor Jon Evans interviews local politicians and political candidates.  

They cover local issues and what sort of representation we can expect 

from them.  They air on the weekend during Carolina in the Morning. 
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My Turn/Your Turn by Gary McNair 

General Manager Gary McNair presents editorials on local and national 

stories of interest.  These air in all the news programs, spread out on 

different days and times, Monday through Sunday. 
 

Public Service Announcements 

WECT posts local events during News 6 Midday. 

 

 

NBC NEWS PROGRAMS  

 

Early Today    Monday – Friday  4:30AM – 5:00AM 

 This business news and consumer show gives viewers breaking 

business news and stock market action for the domestic and foreign 

exchanges. 

 

  

Today Show    Monday – Friday 7:00AM – 11:00AM 

 This three-hour network program provides the latest in 

international and domestic news, weather reports and interviews with 

newsmakers from the world of politics, business, media, entertainment, 

and sports.  WECT provides local five-minute news updates at 7:24AM, 

7:55AM, 8:24AM, 8:55AM, 9:24AM, 9:55AM and 10:25AM. 

 

 

Weekend Editions of Today Saturday, 7AM – 9AM, Sunday, 8AM – 9AM 

 

 Both weekend broadcasts continue the ―Today‖ tradition of covering 

breaking news, interviewing newsmakers, reporting on a variety of popular 

culture and human-interest stories, covering topics related to health and 

finance, and presenting the latest sports and weather information.  WECT 

provides local three-minute news updates at 7:25AM, 7:55AM, 8:25AM, 

8:56AM on Saturdays and 8:26AM on Sundays. 
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NBC Nightly News   Monday – Friday 6:30PM – 

7:00PM 

 ―NBC Nightly News‖ provides reports and analysis of the day‘s most 

newsworthy national and international events.  It offers solution-driven 

programming that delves into the toughest issues facing our society 

today.  A series, ―Making a Difference‖ profiles men and women who have 

helped improve the human condition.   

 

 

NBC Nightly News – Weekend Saturday – Sunday  6:30PM – 7:00PM 

 The weekend editions of ―NBC Nightly News‖ provide complete and 

timely reports on national and international events that take place on 

Saturday and Sunday. 

 

NOTE: NBC sports programs may necessitate the pre-emption or 

rescheduling of various news feeds. 

 

 

 

Dateline NBC   Friday     8:00PM -   9:00PM 

     Sunday    7:00PM –   8:00PM 

                                             Other varying days and times 

 This network program has pioneered a unique approach to prime 

time news programming, with its multiple-nights-a-week franchise.  With 

this schedule, the one to two-hour newsmagazine enables NBC News to 

present its best reporting, investigative features, and newsmaker profiles 

in a consistent and comprehensive manner.  

 

 

 

 

 

Meet The Press   Sunday  10:00AM – 11:00AM  

This one-hour network news program consists of three interview 

segments with guests of national and international political importance, 
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followed by an expanded roundtable discussion at the end of 

each broadcast. 

 

PSA‘s 

Children/Education Issues: 

NBC airs ―The More You Know‖ 10-second PSA‘s Monday – Sunday 

on various topics ranging from prejudices, teen violence, judging, parental 

involvement, drugs and alcohol. 

         

  

 

"The More You Know's" comprehensive website (themoreyouknow.com) 

provides in-depth referral information, in connection with the on-air  

public service announcements. Content includes: video of all current 

public service announcements, a general campaign overview, message 

boards, kids' pages and referral information by topic to partnering 

agencies referenced in the PSAs. The site includes a comprehensive list of 

the campaign's accolades, including Emmy and Peabody awards. In 

addition, a behind-the-scenes story with clips from talent interviews can 

be viewed. 
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I.CRIME/SAFETY 

 

Today & Weekend Today (Segments vary but are usually 5-7 minutes in 

length) 

10/23/14 Survival safety tips. 

11/2/14 Lest Holt rides with the U.S. Marshals. 

11/15/14 Safe driving apps. 

11/26/14 Holiday shopping safety tips. 

12/2/14 Naughty or Nice holiday toy test. 

  

 

 

Dateline NBC (Segments vary, but are usually 15-30 minutes in length) 

10/3/14 In 1979, why would anyone want to harm Lynne Knight, 

the dedicated young nurse that worked with premature 

babies.  She was killed savagely inside her tiny studio 

apartment in Torrance, California.  DNA testing didn‘t 

exist back then. Case went cold.  Twenty years later, a 

cold case detective picked up the file and decided to try 

again. 

10/10/14 A wealthy resort town is in shock when Nancy Pfister is 

found dead in her Aspen, Colorado home.  She was a 

well-known member of the glamorous community, having 

grown up in a prominent Aspen family.  So who could 

have committed such a crime? 

10/17/14 A mother of three, Nancy Howard, was shot in the head in 

her garage in Carrollton, Texas.  Nancy survived but lost 

her left eye.  The investigation uncovered a complex 

murder-for-hire plot. 

10/24/14 A young Army veteran disappears in Orange County 

before her college graduation. Massive searches turn up 

nothing, but detectives do find a clue:  a cryptic call to 

911 that helps uncover the truth and exposes a twisted 

story of unrequited love.  
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10/31/14 When a young mother and wife disappears two weeks 

before Christmas, detectives uncover surprising secrets of 

betrayal in a small upstate New York town.  Does her 

online life hold the key to this mystery or is the answer 

closer to home? 

11/7/14 Violent crimes committed a year apart against two women 

from the same church in a small town leave police in a 

desperate race for answers.  When a photograph suggests 

that the cases may not be a coincidence, authorities are 

determined to try to connect the dots. 

11/21/14 When a wife and mother is found dead in a Kentucky 

warehouse where she worked, investigators discover a 

small number of employees on site at the time of the 

murder.  Detectives soon zero in on one person of 

interest, but can they connect him to the crime?  The final 

suspect after the investigation speaks out for the first 

time on Dateline. 

11/22/14 Actress Aasha Davis and her sister Lesley move to 

Hollywood.  Life is good until one of them goes missing. 

11/28/14 In a quiet Southern town, police find a prominent lawyer 

brutally murdered and his girlfriend bound in duct tape.  

Investigators pursue a long list of leads, until they zero in 

on a surprising suspect. 

12/19/14 A retired police officer‘s family visit over the holidays ends 

in tragedy when his son-in-law is found dead on the 

kitchen floor.  Was it suicide or murder?   

  

 

 

News 6 (lengths of segments vary from 2-5 minutes long)    

  

  

   WECT Investigates (2-5 minutes long) 

  

11/5/14 A murder mystery in New Hanover County. Fifteen years 
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ago, someone beat Kathleen Cotton to death in her home 

on Middle Sound Loop Road.  Ashlea Kosikowski found 

out the killing kept Betty Wilson from meeting her birth 

mother.  Her journey, instead, involved private 

investigators, New Hanover County detectives, murder 

and mystery. 

11/20/14 It's a crime of choice.  Deciding to get behind the wheel 

and drive after you've had too much to drink.  Nearly 60 

thousand people charged with driving while impaired 

went to court last year. About one in five of those cases 

were dismissed. And we found it happened more in one 

local county than anywhere else in North Carolina. 
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II.CHILDREN / EDUCATION 

Today & Weekend Today (Segments vary but are usually 5-7 minutes in 

length) 

10/8/14 Highlights Magazine‘s State of the Kid. 

10/10/14 Parents‘ Magazine‘s Best Toys of the Year. 

10/16/14 Managing kids‘ emotions. 

10/23/14 Michael Cera on ―This is Our Youth.‖ 

11/3/14 The Four Talks: Birds and the bees. 

11/7/14 How to get into college. 

12/2/14 Naughty or Nice holiday toy test. 

12/8/14 Sprout‘s Kindest Kid contest winner. 

12/15/14 Holiday baking for kids with food allergies. 

12/17/14 What kids want for Christmas. Christmas gifts for kids. 

12/18/14 Baking memories for kids. 

12/22/14 How to raise a people person. 

12/26/14 Reel Moms:  What to watch when the kids are home. 

12/29/14 Parents‘ Magazine‘s best apps to keep kids busy. 

 

 

Little Buddy (2-3 minutes long) 

   A broadcast of an at-risk child‘s picture, age and general information 

to encourage volunteers to join the Big Buddy program. No last names 

provided by the Big Buddy program for child‘s protection. 

   

10/1/14 Daryon Age: N/A 

10/7/14  Jacob Age: N/A  

10/14/14 Joshua Age: 7 yrs old 

10/21/14 Michael Age: 5 yrs old 

10/31/14 Tequon Age: 8 yrs old 

11/4/14 Asani Age: 7 yrs old 

11/11/14 Lukas Age: 8 yrs old 

11/21/14 Rayne Age: 7 yrs old 

11/27/14 Dureon Age: 9 yrs old 

12/2/14 KyJinae Age: 7 yrs old 

12/8/14 DeAnna Age: 16 yrs old 
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12/16/14 Amir                                    Age: 7 yrs old  

12/23/14 Rodavion                             Age: N/A  

12/30/14 Lorenzo                               Age: 7 yrs old  

 

 

 

Carolina Kids (2-4 minutes long) 

     When we are notified, WECT News showcases older children who are 

in the System.  Some have been in foster homes for years, their chances 

of being adopted getting slimmer with each passing year.  

 

12/8/14 Children's Home Society has been serving children and 

families for more than a century, with programs built on 

its mission of promoting the right of every child to a 

permanent, safe, and loving family.  WECT's Lauren 

Rautenkranz got the chance to meet three siblings who 

are searching for their forever home, and this morning 

she introduces us to the oldest sister, Destini. 

12/10/14 Children's Home Society has been serving children and 

families for more than a century promoting the right of 

every child to have a permanent, safe, and loving family.      

WECT's Lauren Rautenkranz got the chance to meet three 

siblings who are searching for their forever home.  Earlier 

this week we met Destini and now Lauren introduces us 

to Destini's brother, Joshua. 

12/12/14 Children's Home Society has been serving children and 

families for more than a century, with programs built on 

its mission of promoting the right of every child to a 

permanent, safe, and loving family. WECT's Lauren 

Rautenkranz got the chance to meet three siblings who 

are searching for their forever home. So far this week 

we've met the oldest of the bunch, Destini and Joshua. 

Now it's time to meet the youngest, Shamyah. 
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News 6 

  

10/27/14 400 million dollars… that's how much New Hanover 

County Schools says it needs for improvements. But 

county commissioners are only asking YOU to decide if 

you want to pay for a fraction of that - in the education 

bond referendum, which is on the ballot.  WECT's Janae 

Frazier takes a look at what the bond will pay for, and 

what supporters and critics are saying about it. 

10/28/14 Seventy-five million dollars.  That's how much money 

Pender County voters will have to decide if they want to 

spend on the schools.   Voters will see a bond 

referendum on the ballot next week.  WECT'S Bailey Hicks 

tells us why some school leaders say this money is 

needed now. 

12/10/14 You all have been helping us make the holidays a little 

brighter for children living in our area.  We've been 

holding our annual Holiday Smiles Toy Drive and Weller's 

Wheels for the past few weeks.  And WECT's Frances 

Weller joins us live at the Monkey Junction Walmart where 

a lot of you donated. 
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III.HEALTH & FITNESS 

 

Today (Segments vary but are usually 3-7 minutes in length) 

This program features ―Today‘s Health‖ with Dr. Nancy Snyderman, 

discussing a wide variety of health related issues. 

10/6/14 Most pull-ups in 24 hours. 

10/9/14 Brian Wansink‘s ―Slim by Design: Mindless Eating 

Solutions for Everyday Life.‖  

10/12/14 Wheelchair paddle boarding. 

10/14/14 Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

10/20/14 Glamour Magazine‘s Body Image Survey. 

11/6/14 The new nutrition myths. 

11/21/14 Cures for the never-ending cough. 

11/22/14 Jenna Wolfe‘s weight-loss tips. 

11/25/14 This or That:  Thanksgiving plate portions. 

12/2/14 Stress-proof your body. 

12/15/14 Holiday baking for kids with food allergies. How to de-

germ your hotel room. 

12/16/14 Gadgets to help you de-stress. 

12/23/14 Winter skin fixes. 

12/30/14 2015 By the Numbers: Health. 

 

 

 

Pink Pack (lengths of segments vary from 2-4 minutes long) 

On the 6th day of each month, WECT reminds women to do breast 

self-exams by highlighting a cancer-survivor story or new treatments. 

             

10/6/14 This is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and you're going 

to see more pink in the next few weeks than you will all 

year long.  Many events are also taking place to raise 

awareness, like the Run for the Ta Ta's held this weekend 

in Mayfaire.  These events also raise money for projects 

like the Pink Ribbon Fund which pays for mammograms 
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for women who have no insurance or can't afford the 

screening.  To get a free mammogram, you need a 

voucher like this one. 

11/6/14 Tonight, in our Pink Pack Report---a safer way to treat 

breast cancer.  Radiation is one of the most common 

treatments but it can damage organs like the heart and 

lungs.  Now a new treatment shields the rest of the body.    

Here's how it works.  A surgeon puts a small catheter 

with flexible tail-like structures into the breast.  Then, a 

radioactive "seed" is inserted to kill any remaining breast 

cancer cells.  This form of radiation is best for women 

over 50 with very small tumors not involving lymph 

nodes.  Now as we do every sixth of the month, we're 

reminding you to call a friend and remind them to do 

that important breast self exam.  If you need one of our 

pink packs that shows you how, log onto our website. 

12/5/14 Here's something you might not know.  African American 

women are less likely to get breast cancer than white 

women.  But are more likely to die from the disease if 

they get it.  That's because black women are less inclined 

to get their annual screenings.  Now there's a new book 

out that just might be the inspiration needed.  And one 

of our own here at WECT happens to be in it. 

  

            

 

 

 

NEWS 6  (lengths of segments vary from 2-5 minutes long) 

  

 HEALTH FIRST(2-6 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/1/14 In today's Health First, your sense of smell, or lack of it, 

could be an indicator of an early death.  Researchers 

tested the ability of over three thousand seniors to 
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identify five odors, including peppermint, fish and 

orange.  Five years later they followed up to see how 

many of the participants were deceased. They found 

those who scored lowest on the smell tests were 

substantially more likely to have died than those who 

scored the highest.  In this study, smell was a bigger 

predictor of mortality than a diagnosis of heart failure, 

cancer or lung disease. 

10/3/14 Some interesting information to share about how to fight 

the Ebola virus. Many experts view the experimental 

drug, Zmapp, as the most promising treatment.   But as 

Will Pitts reports in Health First, more needs to be 

produced. 

10/6/14 Some schools in Florida are offering more fruits and 

vegetables.  One day a week they will substitute animal 

products for vegetarian dishes to promote healthy 

lifestyles.  John Rogers has more in Health First on what's 

being called meatless Mondays. 

10/7/14 Topping today's Health First, North Carolina State health 

officials report three more cases of enterovirus D-68.    

That raised the number of cases to nine. The state 

Department of Health and Human Services says the three 

children are ten and under with respiratory illnesses.    

No word on what part of the state the new cases turned 

up.  Enteroviruses are transmitted through close contact 

with an infected person, or by touching objects or 

surfaces contaminated with the virus and then touching 

the mouth, nose or eyes. 

10/9/14 Keeping your child safe at the dentist's office.  A new 

campaign being pushed to dental centers around 

radiation exposure saying less is better.  Janelle 

McDonald has more in Health First on how this could 

impact your child‘s long term health. 

10/13/14 Researchers at the University of Kansas are working to 

unlock the key to child language development.  Natalie 
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Davis found out in Health First how they're doing it and 

why. 

10/15/14 Blood transfusions are among the treatments being used 

to cure Ebola patients. But as Maya Rodriguez reports in 

Health First, it's still not clear if the treatment works. 

10/17/14 There's a debate over whether women should be offered 

genetic testing to determine their risk of developing 

breast or ovarian cancer.  As Barbara Morse Silva reports 

in Health First, the suggestion right now is to include it 

as routine screening for women. 

10/21/14 If you are one of the more than 80 million men and 

women losing their hair, there is a new treatment option 

for you.  Rachel McNeil reports in Health First, it was just 

approved by the FDA and it not only stops hair loss, it 

promotes new hair growth. 

10/27/14 You've probably tried lots of different treatments for 

bruises and muscle pulls in sports.  Now, there is 

something new to try. Dave Schwartz reports in Health 

First on a "cool" procedure some professional athletes 

are using to speed muscle recovery. 

10/31/14 Some promising news if you or someone you know is 

battling breast cancer. There's an exciting new treatment 

doctors are using for patients with a specific, highly-

aggressive form of breast cancer.  As Jennifer Franciotti 

reports in Health First, it's a drug cocktail of sorts that's 

having amazing success. 

11/3/14 From the development of minimally-invasive surgeries to 

new imaging tools and medications,  a lot has changed in 

the way doctors treat you.  Britney Glaser reports in 

Health First on just a few of the heart and brain 

breakthroughs that have saved countless lives. 

11/6/14 You may not hear a lot about it, but there are thousands 

of people who struggle with night sweats.  Mair Ansari 

has more in Health First on a woman who wanted to find 

her own solution and wound up starting a business. 
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11/10/14 You hear about crime every day.  Some are more violent 

than others and leave you wondering how anyone could 

be so cruel. Well, science is showing there are differences 

in the brains of some offenders.  Nicole Brady has more 

in Health First on a psychologist putting inmates through 

MRI scans to try to answer that question. 

11/13/14 New technology could clear up a backlog of thousands of 

rape cases.  Evidence collected in rape kits often goes 

untested for years.  Candance McCowan reports in Health 

First, on a new system that could run a test in less than 

two hours. 

11/18/14 Medical scrubs have been around for decades.  But a 

group of men in Houston are revolutionizing the 

industry, promising better protection for hospital staff 

and their patients.  Rachel McNeill has today's Health 

First report. 

11/20/14 Making end of life decisions is never easy, but it's 

important to make sure loved ones and medical 

professionals understand your wishes.  Monica Robbins 

reports in Health First, the legal documents that enforce 

your decisions are just as important. 

11/24/14 There may be new hope for people who have chronic 

pain. But as Dr. Bruce Hensel reports in Health First, the 

treatment should only be pursued if conventional 

therapies have not worked. 

11/25/14 The Cleveland Clinic is making it easier for school kids to 

have access to healthcare.  As Monica Robins reports in 

Health First the clinic is going to them. 

11/26/14 November has become known as "movember" as men 

grow out their beards to raise awareness for men's health 

issues.  As Britney Glaser reports in Health First, one that 

is the hardest to talk about is testicular cancer. 

12/1/14 A new device is helping patients with heart failure. It 

keeps them out of the hospital.  And as Doctor Bruce 

Hensel explains in Health First it keeps patients home 
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with their families. 

12/4/14 A mom in Missouri has some advice for those of you with 

children playing sports.  Her son has had seven 

concussions and is off the football field for now. As 

Cynthia Newsome reports in Health First, that's not the 

end of the story. 

12/5/14 In tonight's Health First, a new way to detect breast 

cancer.  About 40% of American women have dense 

breasts and that can drastically increase their chances of 

developing breast cancer.  Monica Robins reports on 

some 3-D ultrasound technology that's helping doctors 

spot the disease sooner. 

12/9/14 More than 5 million Americans are living with 

Alzheimer‘s disease. Medications often fall short. Benita 

Zahn reports in Health First on an alternative treatment 

option getting rave reviews. 

12/12/14 Therapists in Florida are using the latest in technology to 

help stroke patients.  Laura Caso show us in Health First 

how 3-D gaming is helping victims walk again. 

12/15/14 Concussions in high school football are getting more 

attention than ever before. Some athletes find 

themselves trying to decide whether to quit the sport for 

the benefit of their long-term health. Nick Rothschild 

talks with a young athlete in Health First on how 

improved football helmet technology may help. 

12/19/14 If you use the internet to find the cause of your medical 

symptoms or how to treat them, you are not alone.  But 

can you always trust the results?  Dr. Bruce Hensel 

investigates, in Health First, a new website that claims to 

help you make that diagnosis. 

12/22/14 Chronic kidney disease is a growing health problem in 

the United States. It could strike someone in your family 

as 1 in 9 people have it. Maureen McFadden reports in 

Health First on a one of a kind program, making life 

easier for those who need kidney dialysis. 
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12/24/14 A prison in Oregon is getting national attention. With the 

help of a forest ecologist, the institution developed the 

blue room. As Stephanie Zepelin reports in Health First, it 

helps inmates with behavioral problems by providing a 

calming environment. 

12/29/14 As you prepare to ring in the new year, you may be 

thinking about what you'd like to change in 2015. Today 

in Health First, Gary Strieker has more on health related 

resolutions and why they are important. 

  

  

  

  

  

SPECIAL HEALTH REPORTS (2-4 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/6/14 You may way want to think twice before telling your 

doctor a "little white lie" about your habits outside the 

physician's office.  As our Emily DeVoe reports, some 

hospitals are gaining more information about you-

without your knowledge. 

11/24/14 If you have Obama Care, premiums for the most popular 

plans are going up next year by about 5-percent.  But 

you can always find a cheaper one if you shop around.  

We've learned many more insurers are offering plans for 

2015.  That means a bigger selection and most likely 

cheaper offers to choose from.  You have until December 

15th to decide. Otherwise you'll be automatically re-

enrolled in your old plan. 

12/11/14 Healthy may not be the first word that comes to mind 

when you think of dried meat snacks like beef jerky. But 

a growing number of brands are setting out to transform 

this road trip indulgence into a cleaner, upscale treat. 

Carolina in the Morning's Jake White has more on this 

season's latest food craze. 
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12/23/14 Because of the Tamiflu shortage and and increase of flu 

cases, a company based in Durham may have a solution 

with its newly FDA approved drug. So far, it's been 

approved for patients who are 18-years-old and older 

who have been showing flu symptoms for two days.  The 

company, BioCryst, says this is the first new antiviral 

treatment for the flu the FDA has approved in 15 years.  

And coming up in just a few minutes, WECT's Casey 

Roman is bringing you the latest on flu issues here in our 

area. 
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IV.ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

NEWS 6 

  

  

 COASTAL GARDENER (3-7 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/5/14 This weekend the New Hanover County Arboretum 

celebrated their 25 anniversary. Al Hight is in charge of 

the Arboretum and tells us about changes that have been 

made to the gardens since opening up in 1989. 

10/11/14 Al Hight: At this time of year one of the things we often 

see here in Southeastern North Carolina are some pines 

dying in residential areas and places where we've built 

houses and done development. The first thing you'll 

probably notice is just like this tree, you'll see it just dies. 

All the needles turn brown. People say "Well you know 

that it happened very quickly, almost overnight." But it's 

really a problem that's been going on for a long time. It 

scares people to hear that they have a beetle in a pine 

tree. Let's go take a look at that trunk and we'll show you 

what the damage looks like, and what to expect from 

here on out.  Before we get too deep into this, keep in 

mind that this is not southern pine beetle. Southern pine 

beetle attacks forest stands, kills a lot of trees. 

 



 

 - 23 - 

23 

 

V.CONSUMER ISSUES & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

Today (Segments vary but are usually 3-7 minutes in length) 

Every Friday this program features ―Today‘s Money‖ with various 

experts discussing a wide variety of personal finance topics. 

10/6/14 Big designs on a small budget. Reader‘s Digest‘s 

―Extraordinary Uses for Ordinary Things: 2,317 Ways to 

Save Money and Time.‖ 

10/11/14 Today‘s Consumer Smarts. 

10/17/14 Signs of financial infidelity. 

10/22/14 Money through the ages: Mistakes and fixes. 

10/23/14 Take charge of your wallet. 

10/27/14 Monday Saving Monday:  Holiday travel. 

11/5/14 Steals and deals. 

11/6/14 The Four Talks: Aging, car keys, and cash. 

11/7/14 Top Tech: New inventions. 

11/11/14 Hiring Our Heroes. 

11/15/14 Thanksgiving getaways. 

11/18/14 Money mistakes and fixes through the decades. 

11/24/14 Holiday gifts before the rush. 

11/28/14 Best buys on Black Friday. 

12/1/14 Jill‘s Shopping Bag. 

12/2/14 Christmas tree shopping tips. 

12/3/14 Steals and Deals: Supersize holiday edition. 

12/6/14 Holiday budgeting tips. 

12/7/14 Mail-order holiday gifts.  Making money out of your 

closet. 

12/11/14 Gifts for teachers, mailman, etc. 

12/13/14 Technology to make you a smarter shopper. 

12/16/14 Hot and cold holiday travel. 

12/19/14 Holiday tipping. 

12/26/14 How to hook up your tech toys. 

12/27/14 Year-end financial tips.  Best time to buy a car. 

12/29/14 2015 By the Numbers: Money. 
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12/30/14 Tips to get out of holiday debt. 

  

 

 

NEWS 6 

  

 CONSUMER REPORT (2-6 MINUTES) 

  

11/20/14 New details tonight on the cost of furnishing CFCC's 

Union Station building in downtown Wilmington.  The 

college originally told us they didn't know the price of 

some of the furniture inside, explaining it was 

purchased by contractors.  We have since received 

invoices from the contractors and the price tags may 

surprise you.  WECT's Ann McAdams investigates. The 

college spent $3 million dollars to furnish Union Station 

- most of it bond money to be repaid by tax payers.  

One board of trustee member tells us some of the 

furniture choices are reasonable, but others are 

examples of wasteful government spending. 

11/24/14 You ask. We investigate. We received an email from a 

woman who inherited a half acre of land in Shallotte 

from her grandmother. Lenora Mitchell has been paying 

the taxes on that property for years, but only recently 

realized Brunswick County was taxing her for twice as 

much land. Making matters worse, her grandmother had 

been paying the inflated bill since 1957.  WECT's Ann 

McAdams has the latest developments. Ms. Mitchell 

contacted the county tax office, looking to have her bill 

adjusted and requesting a refund for what had been 

overpaid in years past. 

12/1/14 We're learning more tonight about public officials 

spending public money in ways that are typically not 

allowed. Our recent investigation uncovered Cape Fear 

Community College's president purchased meals and 
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plane tickets for his wife, as well as airline seat 

upgrades and alcohol on his college issued credit card. 

The state prohibits using state funds to make any of 

those kinds of purchases.  But CFCC explained they 

were made with money from campus vending machines, 

the coffee shop and cafeteria. It's still public money but 

as WECT's Ann McAdams explains, the state community 

college system allows each campus to decide how to 

spend these vending funds.  The board of trustees for 

each campus is required to develop guidelines on how 

vending funds can be spent. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

YARD SALES (3-6 MINUTES)  

  

10/4/14 It's time for today's yard sales segment.  We'll start in 

Wilmington where the Light of the World Missionary 

Baptist Church is hosting a yard sale from 8am until 

12pm. The address is 340 Covil Avenue. Items for sale 

includes a piano, electronics, clothing, shoes, household 

items and more.  There is a huge multi-family yard sale 

starting at 9am at 8212 Lantana Lane. That's off  

Porter's Neck Road. This yard sale includes tons of 

brand new items with tags. Things like Infant, toddler, 

kids, men's and ladies plus size clothing, tons of 

jewelry, costume and gold. Tons of electronics, VCR'S, 

TV'S, boom boxes, printers, school supplies. 

10/11/14 These yard sales are for today Saturday October 11th.     

Starting in New Hanover County, our first yard sale from 

7am - 2 pm at 108 Spanish Moss Way off River Road, 
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Wilmington. There will be collectibles, books, children's 

toys, garage items, household items, dishes, holiday 

décor, golf cart, exercise equipment, and even some 

junk.  Then from 8:00 am -12:00 pm there's a yard sale 

at 4700 Woods Edge Road in Monkey Junction. Here you 

will find numerous household goods, crystal, clothes, a 

large suitcase, only used once, and many other items.      

Also from 8am-12pm. A yard sale at 6631 Amsterdam 

Way Unit C. 

10/18/14 These yard sales are for today Saturday October 18th.     

Starting in New Hanover County, our first yard sale is 

from 8am until 1pm in the Windward Oaks Subdivision.  

The entrance is off Masonboro Loop & Masonboro 

Sound. This is an annual yard sale. Great bargains will 

be offered on all types of clothing, baby items, 

furniture, sports equipment and more!!!   Trinity United 

Methodist Women are hosting a big yard sale from 7am 

to 12pm at the Trinity Family Life Center, beside Cape 

Fear Academy on South College Road. The address is 

4008 South College Road.  There will be household 

items, yard tools, furniture, books, and kitchen items. 

10/25/14 These yard sales are for today Saturday October 25th. 

Starting in New Hanover County, our first yard sale is 

from 8am -12pm at 4240 Market Street in the Captain 

Bills Backyard Grill parking lot.  There will be furniture, 

kitchen appliances & utensils, household items, Fall 

clothing and more.  From 7am - 1pm there's a yard sale 

at 5212 Treybrooke Drive in Wilmington. Here you will 

find glass top computer desk, filing cabinets, Superman 

collectibles and DVDs and comic books, book shelves, 

Kirby vacuum cleaner system. More books and CDs. 

From 7am-12pm head to 2017 Creecy Avenue to shop 

for women‘s and children‘s clothing, shoes, small 

appliances, and household items. 

11/1/14 These yard sales are for today Saturday Nov. 1st. We'll 
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start in New Hanover County.  Our first yard sale is from 

8am-1pm at 3788 Shipyard Boulevard. This is at Pine 

Valley United Methodist Church. You'll find baked 

goods, yard sale items, clothes and crafts.  The Light of 

the World Missionary Baptist Church is hosting a yard 

sale at the church at 340 Covil Avenue. This is from 

8am-12pm. The items for sale include a piano, 

electronics, clothing, shoes, household items and more.  

The Soundside Neighborhood is hosting a yard sale 

from 8am to 1pm. This is on Soundside Drive near 

Snows Cut Bridge off of River Road. There will be tons of 

clothing. 

11/8/14 These sales are for today Saturday November 8th. 

Starting in New Hanover County, our first yard sale is 

from 8a.m. - 12p.m. This is at 104 Shearin Hills Drive. 

That's in Castle Hayne off Holly Shelter Road next to the 

railroad tracks. There will be a riding lawn mower, lawn 

equipment, and household items.  From 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

the Temple Baptist Church is hosting a Fall festival and 

yard sale. This is a large indoor yard sale, bake sale and 

chicken dinner. This is in the activity center at 709 

George Anderson Drive.   

11/15/14 The Junior League of Wilmington is hosting its 61st 

annual bargain sale today.  It's from 7:30 a.m. until 1:30 

p.m. at the Elk's Lodge at 5102 Oleander Drive. The cost 

of admission is $3 per person.  All merchandise, 

including new and gently used adult and children's 

clothing, toys, books, furniture, household items and 

more will be 50% off the marked price. Then from 7a.m. 

- 12 p.m. there is a yard sale at 2201 Gardenia Court in 

Wilmington. This is a huge multi-family yard sale. Lots 

of items for sale including electronics, computers, 

keyboards, monitors, printers, picture frames, paintings, 

silverware, dinner glass sets, and coffee pot. 

11/22/14 This is a look at some of the yard sales in our area today 
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Saturday November 22nd.  Our first yard sale starts at 

7:30 a.m. at 2314 Charles Paine Drive in the Pine Valley 

neighborhood. There will be various household goods 

and decor, a computer desk, luggage, and more.     

There is a Christmas bazaar, bake and indoor yard sale 

at Wilmington First Assembly Church. The address is 

4927 Wrightsville Avenue. This will be in the old 

sanctuary on the east end of building. This yard sale is 

from 8 am to noon with lots of everything for sale 

including furniture. There is a moving sale from 8am - 

noon at 218 Rockwell Road in the Murrayville Road area. 

12/6/14 In Wilmington the Gregory Congregational United 

Church of Christ is hosting a yard sale from 9:00 a.m. 

until 1:00 p.m. The address is 609 Nun street. There will 

be furniture, household items, books, collectibles, 

clothing, jewelry and more.  If you want to get started a 

little earlier there's a yard sale from 7:00 a.m. - 12: p.m. 

at 321 Pemberton Drive Wilmington, that's in the Pine 

Valley neighborhood. You'll have household items, 

electronics, adult and children‘s clothing, furniture and 

more odds and ends to choose from. 

12/13/14 These yard sales are for today Saturday December 13th.     

Our first yard sale is from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at 

Gregory Congregational United Church of Christ. The 

address is 609 Nun street. There will be golf equipment, 

books, household items, small kitchen devices, adult 

and children's clothing, several small pieces of furniture, 

and collectibles. If you are up earlier you can head to 

202 Barclay Hills Drive Wilmington. This is from 6:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Here you will find a couch and 

armchair, end tables, lamps, night stand, men and 

women‘s clothing, shoes, kids bike, household 

decorations, tools, ceiling fan, mini blinds, new and in 

the box, a glass punch bowl. 

12/20/14 I only have two yard sales to tell you about. These are 
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for today Saturday December 20th.  Starting in 

Wilmington, the yard sale at 3407 Talon Court is all day. 

It starts at 8:00 a.m. NO EARLY BIRDS and ends at 4:00 

p.m. Talon Court is in the Pine Valley area. There will be 

kitchen items, glassware, Christmas items, and more. 

Our last yard sale is in Brunswick County at 299 Landing 

Road in Bolivia. This is from 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. They 

are calling this a barn sale with a lot of fishing gear 

some hand tools, large fan, and 50 years worth of 

miscellaneous items.   

12/27/14 We have one yard sale to tell you about this morning.     

It will start in just a couple of hours at eight at 17 W. 

Greensboro Street in Wrightsville Beach. The yard sale 

runs until noon. We're told there will be a washer/dryer, 

furniture, antique and collectible items, sporting 

equipment, new and gently used clothes, household 

goods, storage cabinets, unique finds, and more. 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL REPORTS (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/6/14 You may not realize it, but when you eat at a restaurant, 

you might be getting tricked into spending more money. 

Emily DeVoe explains, and has some tips to avoid falling 

for those tricks. 

10/8/14 Next time you spend the night in a hotel, you may 

notice some changes.  Many hotels, including major 

chains, are working to lure tech savvy travelers as well 

as the "millennial generation."  Carolina in the Morning's 

Jake White tells us what you can expect to see. 

10/14/14 If you are looking for a fast way to pay your bills without 

any hassle, the newest feature of mobile banking may 

be for you!  A new app lets you pay your bills by simply 

snapping a picture with your smart phone!  WECT's Jake 

White shows us how it works. 
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10/28/14 You probably lock your front door when you're not at 

home, your car when you're not driving, and your smart 

phone when you're not using it.  But, have you ever 

thought about locking your credit or debit card when 

you're not making a purchase?  Carolina in the 

Morning's Jake White tells us about an app that does just 

that. 

11/4/14 Sometimes we really have to pick our battles, but 

apparently not the North Carolina Department of 

Revenue!  Jim Cheatham is a businessman and knows 

the value of a dollar.  But it seems the State Tax Office is 

pinching pennies. You'll never believe what they charged 

him.  Casey Roman has more. 

11/13/14 New Hanover Regional Medical Center recently posted 

its highest earnings ever, working with an 818-million 

dollar budget.  Hospital officials say the higher margin 

is due to intense cost cutting in preparation for what the 

industry is calling "the perfect storm" of funding cuts 

and the Affordable Care Act kicking into gear.  Both 

changes are impacting two important budget items 

collectively called "uncompensated care."  It's comprised 

of "charity" or "indigent care" for low income patients. 

And bad debt, the revenue lost from care that was 

assumed to be collectible, but the bill was never paid.  

WECT's Casey Roman tells us both numbers are rising to 

what are now unprecedented levels at our hospital. 

11/25/14 It's a multi-billion dollar industry that gives you a 

chance to save a pretty penny on what "looks like" a 

pretty pricey purse.  We're talking about fake handbags, 

knockoffs, counterfeit goods.  Whatever you call them, 

they're illegal.  So can you go to jail if you buy one?  

How do those who sell them get away with it?  We did 

some digging and learned the real deal about fake bags. 

12/9/14 It used to be that you graduated from college, got a job 

and spent a few months getting up to speed, with the 
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first weeks focused on training.  Well, that training 

window is closing for many workers, as more and more 

companies eliminate their entry level jobs and expect 

new hires to be ready to roll up their sleeves from the 

first day. Carolina in the Mornings Jake White takes a 

look at this evolving employment trend. 

  

  

 MONEY MATTERS (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

 

10/1/14 

Topping today's Money Matters...Fall means the return 

of pumpkin-flavored everything -- maybe thanks, in 

part, to Starbucks. The coffee chain introduced the 

pumpkin spice latte about a decade ago.  Since then, 

pumpkin sales have sky-rocketed and demand for 

pumpkin-flavored items keeps going up.  In the latest 

five years alone, the U.S. Department of Agriculture says 

pumpkin sales have risen 34-percent.  And sales for 

pumpkin-flavored foods and beverages increased 14-

percent just last year. 

10/2/14 Topping today's Money Matters... How would you like to 

buy a car from billionaire Warren Buffett?   Berkshire 

Hathaway, Buffett's holding company, is buying the 

nation's largest privately held car dealership chain for an 

undisclosed amount.   Van Tuyl Group has seventy-eight 

dealerships in ten states.   It has eight billion dollars in 

annual revenue.  The group will be renamed Berkshire 

Hathaway Automotive. 

10/3/14 In today's Money Matters...  A recall to tell you about.  

General Motors is recalling 524-thousand cars.  There is 

a problem with the part that holds the rear wheel in 

place.  It can separate and make the wheel wobble and 

cause a crash.   The recall is for model years 2010 to 

2015 Cadillac SRX and 2011 to 2012 Saab 94X SUV's.   

GM says the flaw has resulted in three accidents and two 

injuries. 
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10/6/14 Topping today's Money Matters, we have several General 

Motors recalls to tell you about.  GM is recalling more 

than 57-thousand vehicles for issues ranging from 

loose wiring in the steering column to the engine 

stalling.     Here is a list of vehicles in the recall... 2008 

to 2009 Pontiac G-8's, 2011 to 2013 Chevrolet Caprice 

marketed as police vehicles.  Cadillac CTSV's from 2004 

to 2007 and STSV's from 2005 to 2007.  Three hundred 

Chevrolet Sonics are also being recalled.  There have 

been seventy-four GM recalls so far this year.  More 

than thirty million vehicles have been affected. 

10/8/14 In today's Money matters, if you plan to buy that special 

lady in your life a big diamond engagement ring, wait 

until you hear this.  A new study suggests the bigger the 

diamond, the shorter the marriage. Economics 

professors surveyed three-thousand adults who had 

been married at some point in their lives. Those who 

spent more than two thousand dollars on the 

engagement ring were more likely to end up divorced.   

The study found spending less than five hundred dollars 

on a ring also led to higher divorce rates. 

10/13/14 In tonight's Money Matters, who do you think is better at 

saving money, men or women?  New research from an 

investment management company says women. They're 

generally better at putting money away for retirement, 

but they still have less in their 401-K than men.  That 

could be because of the wage gap.   Men who were 

surveyed earned an average of 40-percent more than 

women. 

10/17/14 And if any of you have been victims of credit card theft 

or any other scams, you're not the only one.  President 

Obama admitted his card was declined at a cafe just last 

week.  Today, he's announcing a new federal plan to 

tighten security for debit cards that are used for 

benefits like Social Security.  Some of the changes 
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include cards getting a microchip and using pin 

numbers as well as new card terminals.  President 

Obama hopes this can help protect you against identity 

theft. 

10/21/14 Here comes the holiday shopping season with Christmas 

cheer, special sales and hackers.  Staples said today that 

its customers' personal data may be compromised.  But 

Steve Handelsman reports your bank account is also 

vulnerable. 

10/23/14 We're finding out more people have filed for 

unemployment benefits, but the overall number is low.  

The Labor Department says more than 280-thousand 

people applied for jobless benefits last week.  That's 

17-thousand more than the previous week, when the 

number of applications was at a 14-year-low.  And 

we've learned within the past year, the number of 

applications dropped 19-percent. 

11/7/14 If you're trying to buy the latest toys this holiday season, 

Toys R Us will give you a head start.  The toy store and 

JC Penney will open at 5pm on Thanksgiving Day, one 

hour earlier than Sears, Kohl‘s and Macys.  Toys R Us 

says it will offer many different in-store and online 

services during the holiday season including an express 

lane at checkout and new aisle signs to help guide you 

through your shopping. 

11/21/14 A lot of you may read reviews before buying a product, 

seeing a doctor, or any other type of service.  But we're 

finding out you may not get the full story.  Some 

companies hide important details, limiting online 

reviews.  Some experts say this new consumer trend is 

raising a few red flags. 

12/8/14 In tonight's Money Matters, we're taking a closer look at 

this year's holiday shopping. Many of you might be 

nervous to use your credit or debit cards after a wave of 

data breaches last year.  Courtney Reagan finds out how 
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people are spending. 
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VI.POLITICS 

 

Meet The Press (Sundays, 9:00am – 10:00am) (60 Minute program) 

 This one-hour network news program consists of three interview 

segments with guests of national and international political importance, 

followed by an expanded roundtable discussion at the end of each 

broadcast.  Discussions include the upcoming Presidential elections, 

campaign finance reform, the balanced budget, social security, 

abortion, welfare reform, foreign policy, etc. 

10/5/14 America is on edge.  Ebola‘s been diagnosed on U.S. soil 

for the first time.  And the head of the secret service had 

to resign after a series of blunders that compromised the 

security of a president. 

10/12/14 The Ebola outbreak…An infected healthcare worker tests 

positive for the virus after treating Thomas Eric Duncan, 

the very first person to die of Ebola in this country.  And 

are the politicians pressing the panic button in a last-

minute attempt to win votes before November? And the 

war against ISIS. 

10/19/14 Ebola…as two nurses come down with the disease, is the 

wider American public really in danger?  And is the 

government doing enough to make us safe? 

10/26/14 Ebola…do we really need to quarantine health workers 

returning from West Africa?  The homegrown terror 

threat…is the threat of Islamist extremists increasing?  Or 

are these mentally disturbed copycats?  And Chuck Todd‘s 

report from our battleground state road trip, part one. 

11/2/14 There are 48 hours to go until election day.  Are we 

looking at a Republican Senate wave or can the Democrats 

hang on?  Ebola in America…after winning her quarantine 

showdown, nurse Kaci Hickox speaks to Chuck Todd. 

11/9/14 Republicans seized the Senate and leave Democrats 

tangled up in red.  How did the GOP create an electoral 

tsunami almost no one saw coming? 

11/16/14 On one side, a president, no longer constrained by 
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another election.  One the other side, triumphant 

Republicans.  At stake, two huge issues:  immigration and 

healthcare. 

11/23/14 Tension in America on two fronts:  race and immigration. 

11/30/14 A Meet the Press summit.  Race in America.  Protests 

across the country.  Are we just as divided under 

America‘s first black president?  Plus, are Democrats 

turning on President Obama? 

12/7/14 Is the criminal justice system failing African Americans?  

And how rich is your member of Congress? 

12/14/14 The Senate‘s torture report…the report concludes that the 

CIA misled the public, Congress, and the Bush White 

House over the use of controversial tactics.  Plus the 

drone program, killing suspected terrorists.  Could we 

view drones years from now the same way some of us are 

viewing interrogation tactics today? 

12/21/14 President Obama says Sony Pictures was wrong to cave to 

the demands of North Korean hackers and cancel the 

release of ―The Interview.‖  Can the government protect 

businesses and the public from cyber blackmail?  Plus, 

two police officers are shot and killed in New York City, 

adding more tension to an already stressed city. 

12/28/14 What can be done to alleviate tensions between the black 

community and police in this country?  Plus, with the 

stock market at record levels, gas prices and 

unemployment falling, how a booming economy could 

change politics next year and in 2016. 

 

 

 

Debates (60 minutes in length)       

  

10/7/14 WECT aired the U.S. Senate Debate presented by the 

NCAB Educational Foundation at 7-8pm. 

10/9/14 WECT hosted a debate for North Carolina‘s U.S. Senate 
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seat at 7-8pm.  It was the only televised debate that 

included the Libertarian candidate along with the 

Democratic and Republican candidates. 

 

 

 

NEWS 6  (lengths of segments vary from 2-5 minutes long)  

        

 CLOSER LOOK (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/5/14 Nearly one out of five tax dollars you send to Raleigh 

goes to Medicaid, the health program for low-income 

people.  Many lawmakers say changes are needed to 

improve oversight and control costs, but they don't agree 

on how to do it. That's just one of the topics WECT's 

Justin Smith discussed with the State Secretary of Health 

and Human Services during her recent visit to our studio. 

10/23/14 As the first ballots were cast today in early voting the 

race continues to heat up between two men who want to 

represent Columbus and parts of Bladen and Robeson 

counties in the State House.  Both men are trying to paint 

themselves as average guys who can stand up for those 

counties in Raleigh.  WECT's Justin Smith takes a closer 

look at the race. 

10/27/14 With so many local elections scheduled for November 

4th, how well do you know who's on the ballot?  Emily 

DeVoe gives you an inside look at the candidates vying 

for your vote for New Hanover County Commission. 

10/30/14 You've been flooded with political ads for months now. 

Campaigns shelling out big bucks to win your vote. But 

for the candidates, it doesn't pay off unless you cast a 

ballot.  And to make sure voters actually get to the polls, 

some candidates spend thousands on a practice that few 

people are willing to discuss.  Justin Smith has been 

digging through campaign finance reports and has the 
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results of our WECT investigation. 

  

  

  

SPECIAL REPORTS (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/6/14 We've had some questions come into our newsroom 

about these signs advertising Wilmington's 

transportation bond. The city paid 4-thousand dollars to 

print the signs to let you know how they'd like to spend 

the 44-million dollar bond if it passes.  Some of you have 

asked if spending public money on these signs is legal.  

WECT investigative reporter Ann McAdams has some 

answers. Yes, it is legal for the city to advertise the bond, 

so long as they're not "advocating" for the bond. 

10/7/14 Happening right now...your chance to hear from 

candidates in New Hanover County.  Most of them are all 

in the same place tonight, the County Senior Center, for 

three candidate forums sponsored by WECT and the 

League of Women Voters. Right now, it's Ed McMahon 

and Jason Vaughn, the two candidates for Sheriff. 

10/8/14 Happening right now...WECT's continuing coverage of 

Decision 2014. Tonight we are hosting forums for 

candidates running for seats in the state House and 

Senate. Right now Rick Catlin and Betsy Jordan are on 

stage at the Senior Center.  They are running in the 20th 

House District.  Let's hear what they are talking about. 

10/8/14 In the Political Notebook tonight, the candidates for 

General Assembly are telling you where they stand.  

WECT and the League of Women Voters of the Lower 

Cape Fear are bringing together six men and women 

running to represent local counties. Coal ash cleanup, 

film tax incentives and the ban on same sex marriage are 

just some of the issues they talked about. Senate 

candidates Michael Lee and Elizabeth Redenbaugh had 
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different views on whether the General Assembly budget 

is a good step for public school teachers. 

10/10/14 We're learning more about three candidates who want 

your vote in the race for the United States Senate. 

Incumbent Democrat Kay Hagan, along with Republican 

Thom Tillis and Libertarian Sean Haugh faced off in what 

is expected to be their final debate and it happened right 

here in the WECT studios.  Haugh says government has 

too much control in most areas, ranging from the 

economy to gay marriage. Tillis continued his effort to 

link Hagan with President Obama, while Senator Hagan 

says that Tillis, the Speaker of the North Carolina State 

House, has taken North Carolina in the wrong direction. 

10/20/14 Mike McIntyre has another ten weeks left in Congress.  

He is the only local Congressman many current residents 

in the 7th District have known, first elected back in 1996.  

As the end of his ninth and final term gets closer, I went 

to Washington to talk with McIntyre about his political 

career, and how he will remember the time in office. 

10/29/14 Voters in Bladen County will decide if their tax money will 

go toward improving schools. But unlike other local 

referendums, this one does not target property owners.     

Money from a Sales & Use Tax would be funneled into 

the system. WECT's Kasey Cunningham tells you what 

your options are when you see the item on the ballot for 

a second time this year. 
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VII.LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY & RECREATION 

 

NEWS 6 

 FIRST ACT (2-5 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/1/14 In tonight's First Act, we're taking you to some shows 

that are good for the whole family. Thalian Association's 

season opener is the classic musical "Peter Pan."  The boy 

who won't grow up takes Wendy, Michael and John to 

Never Never Land where they meet the Lost Boys, Tiger 

Lily and a band of pirates. The production includes flying 

stunts and popular songs such as "I Won't Grow Up" and 

"I've Gotta Crow."  "Peter Pan" runs for one more weekend 

at Thalian Hall.  Performances are at 7:30 pm with a 

Sunday matinee at 3. 

10/2/14 In tonight's First Act, a sampling of spooky shows all 

month.  Big Dawg's newest endeavor is a Halloween 

Horror Theatre Festival.  This is video of the first show 

that will perform this weekend... a re-creation of the 

radio broadcast of "War of the Worlds."  Throughout the 

month, the company will offer a new production each 

weekend ranging from a scary comedy to a kids show to 

a stage version of the 70's cult horror movie.  It's a little 

something for everyone.   

10/8/14 In tonight's First Act, three scary tales to get you in the 

Halloween spirit.  TheatreNOW's newest serving of dinner 

theater is called "Wilmington Horror Story."  It's three 

separate stories by local playwrights, from a deadly blind 

date, to re-animation, to Wilmington's zombie 

apocalypse.  In between each one, the audience is served 

a three-course horror-themed meal. "Wilmington Horror 

Story" runs Friday and Saturday nights through November 

1st at TheatreNow.   

10/22/14 In tonight's First Act, several shows are opening around 
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Wilmington. This is a look at Up All Night Theatre 

Company's production of "Bare Bones."  It's an original 

show written by a local playwright. It explores the mental 

and emotional state of a woman going through an eating 

disorder and how it affects the people around her.  "Bare 

Bones" runs this Friday and Saturday at TheatreNOW in 

Wilmington.    

10/30/14 In tonight's First Act, a conventional and not so 

conventional option for entertainment this weekend.  The 

City Ballet of Wilmington is bringing a classic to the 

stage...The Phantom of the Opera.  It features original 

choreography based on the novel that inspired the 

famous Broadway musical about a phantom who falls in 

love with a young ingenue who doesn't love him back.      

The performance also includes two professional guest 

artists from the Carolina Ballet.  The Phantom of the 

Opera runs tonight and tomorrow at 7pm at Thalian Hall. 

11/5/14 In tonight's First Act, celebrating Wilmington's film 

legacy. TheatreNOW is holding a "Blue Velvet" musical 

concert this weekend.  Performers will sing original 

music written by Bryan Putnam for a musical based on 

the classic movie.  It was filmed in Wilmington in the 80's 

and stars Dennis Hopper.  The musical performance will 

include clips from a documentary about the making of 

the movie and video testimony about the process to write 

the musical. 

11/12/14 In tonight's First Act, UNCW goes beneath the surface of 

small-town life. The theater department is staging 

"Middletown" by Will Eno. The play is often compared to 

the classic "Our Town" because it follows a variety of 

townspeople through their lives. But this show goes 

deeper to find the fears and anger some of the 

characters feel. "Middletown" runs for two weekends at 

the UNCW Cultural Arts Building. Performances are at 

8pm with Sunday matinees at two. 
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11/21/14 In tonight's First Act, a movie many of you watch during 

the holidays is coming to the stage.  City Stage Company 

is opening "A Christmas Story" tonight. It's a musical 

version of the popular movie that follows Ralphie on his 

quest to get a Red Ryder BB gun for Christmas. All those 

memorable moments, like "you'll shoot your eye out," 

Flick getting his tongue stuck to the flag pole and 

Ralphie's pink bunny suit are all in the show.  "A 

Christmas Story" runs for three weekends at City Stage at 

Level 5.  Performances are at 8pm with Sunday matinees 

at 3. 

11/27/14 In this morning's First Act, here's one way to kick start 

your holidays.  TheatreNOW is performing a dinner 

theater comedy called Trailer Park Christmas.  You'll join 

Meemaw Hussy and her family for a holiday gathering.  

The family is trying to keep the kids in line, avoid harm 

from a hurricane and figure out if they need to use the 

family spoon collection to pay the light bill. 

12/3/14 In tonight's First Act, an adorable dose of Christmas 

spirit.  Thalian Association Children's Theater is 

performing "Yes, Virginia the Musical."   Virginia sets out 

on a quest for answers after her classmates pose the 

question, is there a Santa Claus?   She finally writes to 

The New York Sun.  And the answer she receives 

becomes the most famous newspaper editorial of all 

time. The show runs for one weekend at the Community 

Arts Center in Wilmington. Performances are at 7pm with 

a Sunday matinee at 3. 

12/10/14 In tonight's First Act, can't decide which Christmas tale is 

your favorite?  With Big Dawg's newest show, you don't 

have to.  The theater company is performing "Every 

Christmas Story Ever Told.  And Then Some."  And it's 

just what it sounds like.  The actors decide they want to 

act out every holiday show in their own way and with 

some special help. 
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12/17/14 In tonight's First Act, two holiday classics on stage in 

Wilmington.  First, Thalian Association is performing 

Charles Dickens' famous story, "A Christmas Carol."     

Ebenezer Scrooge is a grumpy spendthrift who is visited 

by three ghosts on Christmas Eve who try to remind him 

what the holidays are all about. By Christmas morning 

he's a changed man. The cast says the moral of this story 

is what keeps audiences coming back. 

  

  

  

 LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT (2-4 MINUTES LONG) 

  

10/26/14 Millions of people across the country will be dressing up 

and getting into costumes this Friday for Halloween. But 

for the cast of Sleepy Hollow, getting into costume 

happens every day.  What you may not realize is it takes 

weeks to get the wardrobe ready for just one episode.     

This morning, Ashlea Kosikowsky takes us behind the 

scenes and shows us how they dress the demons and the 

show's stars. 

11/19/14 The first part of the fall season finale of SLEEPY HOLLOW 

will air on our sister station FOX Wilmington next week.     

But tonight we caught up with the cast and crew hard at 

work filming future episodes here in Wilmington. WECT's 

Bailey Hicks went on set and has a first look at what's in 

store. Today the Econo Lodge on Market Street was 

transformed into a production set complete with lots of 

lights, cameras, and of course action. 

12/1/14 A piece of history sitting on the ocean floor connects 

Wilmington to the Marshall Islands in the South Pacific.      

With a love of war history and a 40 pound camera a local 

woman who is a scuba diver, photojournalist and writer 

is sharing what she found. WECT's Kim Ratcliff has 

tonight's special report, Sunken History. 
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My Turn/Your Turn by Gary McNair (WECT Editorials)   

(length of segments vary from 1-2 minutes long) 

  

10/3/14 Election day…The time is fast approaching to make sure 

you‘re registered and also educated to make a decision.  

We‘re airing two debates next week among the candidates 

for United States Senate.  Also, a series of debates that 

will be available for live streaming on our website, 

WECT.com and on our free news app. 

10/7/14 New Hanover County and Wilmington are looking at an 

intriguing possibility.  They‘re considering consolidating 

fire services. 

10/9/14 Guest editorial—Bill Messer:  So many Americans are 

consumed with the need to spread anti-government 

propaganda throughout the internet.  There is nothing so 

extreme that it can‘t find a believer to be taken in and 

used to spread this disinformation to others. 

10/14/14 Our police chief in Wilmington, Ralph Evangelous, 

announced he‘s staying in Wilmington after flirting with 

an opportunity in Savannah, Georgia.  I don‘t always agree 

with Chief Evangelous, but I think he‘s a good leader for 

this city and I‘m glad he‘s sticking around. 

10/16/14 The rule is pretty clear.  North Carolina high school 

athletics policy specifies if three or more players are 

thrown out of a game, that team loses its privilege to play 

in the post season.  Last week, West Bladen and Trask 

High Schools had a few players on both sides get ejected, 

so those teams can‘t play in the post season.  Bladen 

County school officials tried to challenge this.  I was 

disappointed that their news release said that they‘d 

continue talking with the state to try to get a more 

favorable outcome.  The bigger positive impact of this is a 

message for everyone that the rules will be enforced and 

fighting won‘t be tolerated. 
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10/21/14 Lawmakers went over audits of federal agencies, showing 

example after example of misuse of federal credit cards.  

Charges were made at hair salons, fitness centers, movie 

theatres and clothing stores.  And all of this is going on 

just two years after the feds clamped down and passed 

legislation trying to rein this in.  There needs to be more 

scrutiny and significant consequences for the misuse of 

taxpayer money. 

10/24/14 We‘ve been hearing a lot about the demise of the film and 

television production industry in the Wilmington area due 

to the end of the current state tax incentive.  But ―Under 

the Dome‖ is returning for a third season to shoot here.  

And this area has been chosen for filming Nicholas 

Sparks‘ new movie, ―The Choice.‖  Plus, don‘t 

underestimate what‘s happening behind the scenes.  

There are those in state government working hard to keep 

the business here. 

10/28/14 Voters will have the chance on many issues to choose 

whether they want to increase their taxes.  One of those is 

the transportation bond for the City of Wilmington.  The 

city has many projects connected to this bond and has 

done a nice job of spreading the projects geographically 

across the city.  It‘s not just street and traffic 

improvements.  There are plenty of pedestrian 

enhancements in this plan and bicycle riders stand to 

benefit as well. 

10/31/14 Here‘s a great reason for you to vote in the upcoming 

election.  In this democracy, you can make a difference by 

speaking up and making your voice heard in the voting 

booth.  Do your homework.  Our political page on 

WECT.com has a wealth of information about the 

candidates. 

11/5/14 In 2008, voters overwhelmingly approved a $164-million 

bond referendum for Cape Fear Community College.  The 

plan at the time figured the school would have a 31% 
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increase in students over 6 years and there would be a 

need for new buildings.  The only snag is that enrollment 

hasn‘t hit that 31% mark.  Last notes showed the school 

up a little over half that amount.  The college could wait 

on spending the rest of that money or maybe not spend it 

at all.  This is a great opportunity to admit that things can 

change…and because of that change it‘s time to be a 

good steward of taxpayer money. 

11/6/14 Some of our newly elected leaders are at least trying to 

say the right things about working with each other and 

collaborating with the other party.  The voters couldn‘t be 

any clearer with their disgust for what is going on.  They 

are tired of gridlock and they want their leaders to stop 

fighting and start governing.  

11/12/14 If this early cold weather is any indication, we might be in 

for another tough winter.  I appreciate that the New 

Hanover County School System is getting feedback early 

and involving the major stakeholders, parents.  Kudos to 

the New Hanover County Board for the pro-active 

approach this year. 

11/14/14 Dr. Edward Pruden is too high profile of a public figure for 

the Brunswick County School Board to just fire him and 

not say a word as to why.  The school board needs to give 

a reason as to what Pruden did that was so egregious that 

they couldn‘t wait for him to retire in 7 months. 

11/18/14 The ABC commission and the DA announced a plan to give 

underage drinkers one shot at clearing their record on a 

first offense.   They have to jump through a lot of hoops, 

including community service and education.  Some young 

adults just don‘t think about long term consequences and 

many embrace their new freedom by stepping into a hole 

right out of the gate.  But this new plan gives them a 

second chance and could make the difference between a 

life wasted or a life filled with great opportunities. 

11/20/14  The contract for the new UNC Wilmington basketball 
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coach clearly states on the first page that the primary 

purpose for that position is education.  On top of his base 

salary are benchmarks for incentive bonuses.  There are 

opportunities each year for him to receive upwards of 

100,000 dollars extra based o the athletic achievements 

of the Seahawks Basketball team.  But only a 10-thousand 

dollar bonus should the team‘s academic progress meet 

its goal. 

11/26/14 A viewer pointed out that for a limited time, the city of 

Lexington, Kentucky is giving people amnesty from their 

parking tickets.  Anyone with a current or overdue parking 

ticket in the city limits of Lexington can get out of paying, 

as long as they donate several cans of food to the local 

food charity.  The viewer suggested Wilmington take a 

look at this.  It sounds like a good idea to me and a great 

way to help others in need this time of the year. 

11/28/14 My grandmother did a great job finding reasons to be 

thankful even in the direst of situations.  I‘m thankful for 

her life and the fact she tried to teach us to show 

gratitude for what we have and to look for the silver lining 

when bad things happen.  So it‘s that time of year, and 

regardless of what‘s going on in our lives, let‘s try to take 

a few moments to find some things as a community we 

can be thankful for. 

12/2/14 The Brunswick County Commissioners spent time 

discussing and voting on a resolution to support a ban of 

same sex marriage in North Carolina.  This resolution will 

do nothing but waste time.  Columbus County 

Commissioners have actually voted on this same issue 

twice in recent weeks.  The fact is county governments 

have nothing to do with this.  It‘s a state issue that‘s in 

the courts right now.  Commissioners‘ opinions on this 

will not matter. 

12/5/14 NFL superstar Ray Rice says he‘s taken full responsibility 

for the night he punched his wife unconscious in a casino.  
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He‘s paid a steep price.  He hasn‘t played this year.  He‘s 

lost out on millions of dollars.  Thanks to winning his 

appeal, he can play again in the NFL…if there is a team 

out there that‘s willing to have him.  I‘m a firm believer in 

second chances.  Please ask yourself if you would like to 

be judged by millions based on the very lowest point of 

your behavior recorded for all to see. 

12/10/14 There is something magical about this time of year.  Many 

people in our community like to find a way to help out 

and give back.  A great example of this is the annual toy 

drive we help promote for the Salvation Army.  And we‘re 

not the only opportunity in town.  Each weekend, civic 

groups and churches from around the area have been 

holding fundraisers and collections.  It would be nice to 

keep it going through Christmas and even better, all next 

year.  It‘s heartwarming to watch the generosity. 

12/11/14 Our investigators in the newsroom showed how local 

colleges use what are called institutional funds to help fill 

in the gaps on expenses that aren‘t allowed with 

traditional taxpayer dollars.  They use the vending 

machine money or bookstore money for these purposes.  

The local colleges don‘t have many policies on how to use 

this money.  Our people found a lot of big ticket dinners.  

They found a lot of alcohol purchases.  What they didn‘t 

find was much accountability.  The colleges thanked our 

journalists for pointing out the discrepancies. 

12/17/14 Greensboro native Congressman Howard Coble is retiring.  

He was making a speech on the house floor when he said, 

―Al Sharpton seeks out matters that involve conflict, 

turmoil, and violence.  I do not recall Al Sharpton 

appearing at an event where racial harmony was promoted 

and encouraged.‖  Sharpton is playing odd roles these 

days, actually appearing as a host for a news program on 

MSNBC one minute and then involving himself in news 

stories the next.  If you care at all about the integrity of 
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journalism, that certainly creates some issues that are 

tough to reconcile. 

12/18/14 The College Football‘s new playoff system…College 

football fans begged for a true playoff system for the very 

top NCAA division.  The smaller divisions have 

successfully used a 16 game playoff for years to crown a 

national champion.  There is plenty to debate about this 

new 4 team playoff.  But the most glaring for me is that it 

is impossible for roughly half the teams in that division to 

be able to compete for the championship. 

12/24/14 ―And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 

decree from Caesar Augustus…‖  I start thinking about 

how one life changed the world.  For it was from the 

humble beginnings, over two-thousand years ago, 

Christianity was born.  And for me, those words fill me 

with hope and joy.  Because I know every time I hear 

them, I am about to hear the wonderful beginnings of the 

greatest story ever told. 

12/31/14 Drinking and driving, especially during New Year‘s.  It‘s 

not just about what you might do to yourself; if you 

choose to drink alcohol and get behind the wheel of a car, 

you are endangering others.  I‘m in complete favor of very 

stringent laws and strong punishment for drunk driving.  

But that won‘t solve this problem.  Personal responsibility 

will.  All you have to do is plan your night. 
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Public Service Announcements aired on WECT-TV and WECT-DT2 (Bounce 

TV) 
October 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 

 
 

WECT-TV airs public service announcements (PSA’s) on topics of interest to the 
communities it serves.  These PSA’s aired throughout the broadcast day on 
WECT. 
 
During 4th Quarter 2014, WECT aired a total of 1,380 public service 
announcements. 
 
During 2nd Quarter 2014, WECT-DT2 (Bounce TV) aired 6390 public service 
announcements.  
 
Below are the public service announcements that aired during 2nd Quarter 2014  
that targeted the community issues listed in this report. 
 
Crime/Safety: 
DHS-Blue Campaign – Human Trafficking 
NCNG NCAB – NCNG Fire 
NHTSA -- Child Safety Seat 
US Forest Service - Forest Light Show 
US Forest Service – Wildfire Prevention 
Wildfire Prevention – Smokey’s 70th Birthday 
 
 
Children/Education: 
Community Boys & Girls Club – CBGC Dinner 
Foundation for a Better Life – Cafeteria A/K 
Foundation for a Better Life - Imagine 
Foundation for a Better Life – Reach A/K 
Foundation for a Better Life – Reading A/K 
NHTSA -- Child Safety Seat 
TMYK Sweeney – Digital Literacy 
TMYK Hargitay – Diversity  
  
 
Health & Fitness: 
Active Heroes – Active Heroes Retreat 
American Heart Association – HBP_ Breakup 
DHHS – Alzheimer’s Questions 
Hope for the Warriors – Hope for the Warriors 
Leukemia Lymphoma Society – Light the Night Walk 
Stand Up 2 Cancer – Quincy & Rashida Jones 
TMYK Snyderman – Health 
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Environment: 
Foundation for a Better Life – Annie’s Song 
New Hanover County Arboretum – Art in the Arboretum 
TMYK Sweeney - Environment 
US Forest Service – Forest Light Show  
US Forest Service – Frog Discovery 
Wildfire Prevention – Smokey’s 70th Birthday 
  
 
Politics: 
WECT Vote – Vote PSA 
 
 
Local Entertainment Industry & Recreation: 
Carolina Master Chorale – CMC Season Tickets 
NC Travel & Tourism – Visit NC-Kayak  
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WECT Public Service in the Fourth Quarter 2014 
David Toma, Marketing Manager 

 
 
   Along with airing regional and national public service announcements, plus 
community events during WECT News at Midday, WECT performed the following 
services in the fourth quarter of 2014.  
 
 

o Hosted a US Senate Debate, in conjunction with the League of Women 
Voters of the Cape Fear, on October 9th. 

 
o Produced and aired a “Vote November 4th” PSA. 

 
o In November, sponsored and promoted the WECT Coats for the Coatless 

project in partnership with the Salvation Army. 
 

o Sponsored and promoted the annual Holiday Smiles Toy Drive and 
Weller’s Wheels project. 

 
o Produced and aired PSA for the Community Boys and Girls Club of 

Wilmington’s “Great Futures” children’s dinner (November 20th).  
 

o Aired Jefferson Awards PSA in late December. 
 

o In December, station staff participated in the Salvation Army “Red Kettle” 
project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


